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“SIX CHAPTERS OF A FLOATING

LIFE”
by SHEN FuU

Rendered into English by LIN YUTANG
CHAPTER TwoO
THE LITTLE PLEASURES OF IIFE

I remember that when 1 was & child,
I could stare at the sun with wide, open
eyes, I could see the tiniest objects, and
loved to observe the fine grains and patterns
of small things, from which 1 derived a
romantie, unworldly pleasure. When mos-
guitoes were humming round in summer,
I transformed them in my imagination into
a company of storks dancing in the air.
And when I regarded them that way, they
were real storks to me, flying by the hun-
dreds and thousands, and I would look up
at them until my neck was stiff. Again, I
(kept a few mosquitoes inside a white cur-
tain and blew a puff of smoke round them,
so that to me they became a company of
white storks flying among the clouds, and
their humming was to me the song of storks
singing in high heaven, which delighted me
intensely. Sometimes T would squat by a
broken, earthen wall, or by a little bushona
raised flower-bed, with my eyes on the same
level as the flower-bed itself, and there 1
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would look and look, transforming in my
mind the little plot of grass into a forest
and the ants and insects into wild animals.
The little elevations on the ground became
my hills, and the depressed areas became
my valleys, and my spirit wandered in that
world at leisure. One day, I saw two little
insects fighting among the grass, and while
I was all absorbed watching the fight, there
suddenly appeared a big monster, overturn-
ing my hills and tearing up my forest—it
was a little frog. With one lick of his
tongue, he swallowed up the two little in-
sects. I was so lost in my young imaginary
world that I was taken unawares and quite
frightened. When I had recovered myself,
1 caught the frog, struck it several dozen
times and chased it out of the courtyard.
Thinking of this incident afterwards when
I was grown up, I understood that these two
little insects were committing adultery by
rape. “The wages of sin is death,” so says
an ancient proverb, and I wondered whe-
ther it was true of the insects also. I was
a naughty boy, and once my ball (for we
call the genital organ a ‘ball’ in Soochow)
was bitten by an earthworm and became
swollen. Believing that the duck’s saliva
would act as an antidote for insect bites,
they held a duck over it, but the maid-ser-
vant, who was holding the duck, acciden-
tally let her hand go, and the duck was go-
ing to swallow it. I got frightened and
screamed. People used to tell this story to
make fun of me. These were the little in-
vidents of my childhood- days.
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When I was grown up, I loved flowers
very much and was very fond of training
pot flowers and flower trees. When I knew
Chang Lanp’o, I learnt from him the secrets
of trimming branches and protecting joints,
and later the art of grafting trees and mak-
ing rockeries. ’The orchid was prized most
among all the flowers because of its sub-
|dued fragrance and graceful charm, but it
was difficult to obtain really good classic
varieties. When Lanp’o died, he present-
ed me with a pot of orchids, whose flowers
had lotus-shaped petals; the centre of the
flowers was broad and white, the pstals
were very neat and even at the “shoulders,”
and the stems were very slender. This type
was classical, and I prized it like a piece of
old jade. When I was working away from
home, Yiin used to take care of it personal-
Iy and it grew beautifully. After two
years, it died suddenly one day. I dug up
its roots and found that they were white
like marble, while nothing was wrong with
the sprouts, either. At first, I could not
understand this, but aseribed it with a sigh
merely to my own bad luck, which might bhe
unworthy to keep such flowers., Later on,
I found out that some one had asked for
some of the flowers from the same pot, had
been refused, and had therefore killed it by
pouring boiling water over it. Thenceforth
I would never grow orchids again.

Next in preference came the azalea.
AHhough it had no smell, its flowers lasted
a long time and were very beautiful to look
at, in addition to its being easy to train up.
Because Yiin loved these flowers so much,
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she would not stand for too much cutting
and trimming, and that was the reason why
it was difficult to make them grow into
trees. The same thing was true of the
other flowers,

The chrysanthemum, however, was my
passion in the autumn of every year. 1
loved to arrange these flowers in vases, but
not to raise them in pots, not because I did
not want to have them that way, but because
I had no garden in my home and couid not
take care of them myself. What I bought
at the market were not properly trained
and not to my liking. When arranging
chrysanthemum flowers in vases, one should
take an odd, not an even, nimber, and each
vase should have flowers of only one colour.
The mouth of the vase should be broad, so
that the flowers could lie "easily together.
Whether there be half a dozen flowers or
even thirty or forty of them in a vase, they
should be so arranged as to come up toge-
ther straight from the mouth of the vase,
neither overcrowded, nor too much spread
out, nor leaning against the mouth of the
vase, This is called “keeping the handle
firm.” Sometimes they can stand graceful-
Iy erect, and sometimes spread out in dif-
ferent directions. In order to avoid a bare
monotonous effect, they should be mixed
with some flower buds and arranged in a
kind of studied disorderliness. The leaves
should not be too thick and the stems should
not be too stiff. In using pins to hold the
stems up, one should break the long pins
off, rather than expose them. This is call-
ed “keeping the mouth of the vase clear.”

KRR, AT

o

Mesp e SR Bike,
USRI , R, AR
Bt IR 28, L)
RMCE M, iR B, B
T, BESEE , f
TIE o HAR I 42, B8
B, AL P
B B HUEK
RN, FEREFFRE
FHARLEFZ
1, RO —ER
R IR HS , T4,
SR OEY 5 i
R R
S 7
24, RUEE, DL
ST 2 I FEAAL,
HRARER IS E 8, §1
RWL, BASEE
BE, FReR | BOVEST




57 mXEFBME: RWMK

Place from three to seven vases on a table,
depending on the size of the latter, for if
there were too many of them, they would
be overcrowded, looking Iike chrysan-
themum screens at the market. The stands
for the vases should be of different height,
from three or four inches to two and a half
feet, so that the different vases at different
heights would balance one another and be-
long intimately to one another as in a
picture with unity of composition. To put
one vase low in the centre with two high at
the sides, or to put a low one in front and
a tall one behind, or to arrange them in
symmetrical pairs, would be to ereate what
is vulgarly called “a heap of gorgeous re-
fuse.” Proper spacing and arrangement
must depend on the individual who has an
understanding of pictorial composition.

In the case of flower bowls or open
dishes, the method of making a support for
the flowers is to mix refined resin with elm
bark, fiour and oil, and heat up the mixture
with hot hay ashes until it becomes a kind
of glue, and with it glue some nails upside
down on to a piece of copper. This copper
plate can then he heated up and glued on to
the bottom of the bowl or dish., When it
is cold, tie the flowers in groups by means
of wire and stick them on those nails. The
flowers should be allowed to incline side-
ways and not shoot up from the centre; it
is also important that the stems and leaves
should not come too closely together. Af-
ter this is done, put some water in the bowl
and cover up the copper support with some
.|clean sand, so that the flowers will seem to
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grow directly from the bottom of the bowl.
When picking branches from flower| ZFHPAKRAKRIERIHIK,
trees for decoration in vases, it is important
to know how to trim them before putting WEZIk, (FREEER

them in the vase, for one cannot always go
and pick them oneself, and those picked by
others are often unsatisfactory. Hold the
branch in your hand and turn it back and
forth in different ways in order to see how
it lies most expressively. After one has
made up one’s mind about it, lop off ‘the
superfluous branches, with the idea of mak-
ing the twig look thin and sparse and
quaintly beautiful. Next think how the
stem is going to lie in the vase and with
what kind of bend, so that when it is put
there, the leaves and flowers can be shown
to the best advantage. If one just takes
any old branch in hand, chooses a straight
section and puts it in the vase, the conse-
quence will be that the stem will be too stiff,
the branches will be tco close together and
the flowers and leaves will be turned in the
wrong direction, devoid of all charm and
expression. To make a straight twig
crooked, cut a mark half way across the
stem and insert a little piece of broken
brick or stone at the joint; the straight
branch will then become a bent one. In
case the stem is too weak, put one or two
ping to strengthen it. By means of this
method, even maple leaves and bamboo
twigs or even ordinary grass and thistles
will look very well for decoration. Put a
twig of green bamboc side by side with a
few berries of Chinese matrimony vine or
arrange some fine blades of grass together
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with some branches of thistle They will
look quite poetic, if the arrangement is
correct.

In planting new f{rees, it does not mat-
ter if the trunk comes up from the ground
at an angle, for if let alone for a year, it
will grow upwards by itself. On the other
hand, if one lets the stem come up in a per-
pendicular line, it will be difficult later on
for it to have a dynamic posture. As to
the 1training of pot flowers, one should
chooge those with claw-like roots coming
above the surface of the ground. Lop off

the first three branches from the ground be-

fore allowing the next one to grow up, mak-
ing a bend at every point where a new
branch starts off. There should be seven
such bends, or perhaps nine, from the lower
end of a tree to its top. It is against good
taste to have swollen joints at these bends,
or to have two branches growing directly
opposite each other at the same point.
These must branch off in all directions from
different points, for if one only allows those
“Jon the right and left to grow up, the effect
will be very bare, or “the chest and back
will be exposed,” as we say. Nor, for in-
stance, should they grow straight from the
front or behind. There are “double-trunk-
ed and {treble-trunked” +trees which all
spring from the same root above the
ground. If the root were not claw-shaped,
they would look like planted sticks and
would on that account be disqualified.

(To be continued)
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