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The Red Flower
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THE RED FLOWER

I

‘*In the name of* His Imperial
Majesty? the Emperor Peter the
First, T order an inspection of this
madhouse!’

These words were uttered in a
loud, sharp, resonant voice. The:

1. in the name of-———name 4i ‘3%’
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clerk of the hospital, who was
registering the new patient in a
large, ragged book on an inkstained
table, could not restrain a smile.
But the two young men who had
accompanied the patient did not
smile. They could scarcely stand
on their legs after two days and
two nights passed, without sleep,
alone with the madman whom they
had just brought by train to the
hospital. At the last station but
one! the fit of madness had become
worse; they had managed to obtain
a strait-jacket,® and with the aid of
the guard and a gendarme, had put
it on® the patient. In this way*
they had been able to bring him tc¢
the town and the hospital.

He looked terrible. - Over his

1., the last but one——K T2
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-grey suit, which he had torn into
tatters® in his fits of madness, was
.a coayse sail-cloth jacket, with a
wide opening at the neck, fitting
-close to his figure; the long sleeves
pressed his arms crosswise to his
breast and were tied at the back.
His bloodshot eyes stared wildly
+(he had not slept for more than
forty-eight hours) and shone with a
restless, fiery brightness ; a nervous
movement twitched his lower lip;
‘his matted curly hair fell on his
forehead like & mane; with rapid
heavy steps he paced from one
.corner of the office to the other,
examining with curiosity the old
-cupboards full of papers aand the
.olleloth-covered chairs, and now
and then® glancing at his travelling

1. tatters—kAN, EFF ML, H
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companions.

‘Take him into the Ward on
the right.’

‘I know, I know! I was here
with you before, a year ago. We
wernt over the hospital. I know all
about i, and it will be difficult to
deceive me,’ said the patient.

He turned to the door, which
the warder opened for him. With
the same rapid, heavy, and resolute
step, lifting bhis insane head high,
he went out of the office and almost
running turned to the right into
the msanity ward. Those who ac-
companied him could hardly keep
pace with® him.

‘Ring! 1 cannot—you have
tied my arms.’

The hall-norter opened the
door and the ftravellers entered
the hospital.

—

1. to keep pace with——to go at equal.
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The hcuse was an old bricl
*building constructed like all "old-
-fashioned government offices. Two
large rooms, one the dining-room
.and the other the common living<
-:room' for the quieter patients, a
broad passage with a glass door
at the end that looked out® on a
flower garden, and about twenty
bedrooms, occupied the ground-
floor. There were two other rooms:
one with padded walls and the
.other only boarded, in which the
violent patients could be cenfined,
and likewise a huge, vaulted,
haif-dark room which served as a
bathroom. The upper story was
.occupied by the women. -From it
came a confused noise broken by
howls and lamentations. The hos-
pital had been built for ecighty

" 1. livingsroom—=sittine r.om JE4%E,
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‘patients, but as it was the cnly one
jn that part of the country and
‘was used by several neighbouring
‘provinces, there were often as many
'ag three hundred patients confined
4n it. - In each of the small rooms
there were from four to five beds.
In winter when the patients were
not allowed to go into the garden,
.and the iron-barred windows were
kept closed, the air became unbear-
‘ably suffocating.

The new patient was taken
into the bathroom. The impression
which this room produced even on
-8 healthy person was depressing,
.and it acted even worse on' a
‘deranged and excited imagination.
Jt was a vast, vaulted room with
a slippery stone floor, lighted but
.dimly by a single window in the
far corner. The walls and vaults

_ C————— - -

1. to act on——to exert influence
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were painted dark red. Two stone
baths, which looked like two oval
holes filled with water, were on a
level with* the black and dirty
floor. The large copper stove with
a cylindrical boiler, that served to
“heat the water, and a whole system
of copper pipes and taps, occupied
‘the corner opposite the window. All
this had a strangely fantastic and
gloomy effect on a disordered mind,.
-and the man who had charge of
the bathroom, a stout, silent Little:
Russian,? only added to this im-
‘pression by his sombre visage.

- When the patient was brought
1nto this room to be given a bath and,
according to the invariable system
of the chief doctor, to have a blister
applied to the nape of his neck, he

.1, on a level with at same heioht{f
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became terrified and grew violent.
Absurd thoughts, each more mon-
strous than the other, crowded into
his brain. What was this® The
Inquisition?* The place of secret
execution, where his enemies had
decided to do away with® bim?
Perhaps even Hell ? At last the
idea entered his mind that it was a
place of torture. He was undres-
sed, despite all his resistance. His
malady doubling his strength he
was easily able to tear himself ouf
of the grasp of several keepers, so
that they fell on the floor. At last
four of them threw him down, and
each taking him by a leg or an arm
plunged-him in the warm water. It
appeared to him to be boiling, and
all sorts of disconnected, broken

1. Inquisition P T 1
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thoughts of tortures by boiling
water and red-hot irons passed
through his disordered brain. Chok-
ing with the water he swallowed,
and convulsively jerking his legs
and arms by which the keepers held
him tightly, he gasped for breath and
shouted such incoherent speeches that
it would be impossible even to im-
agine what they were like without
actually hearing them. They were
a mixture of prayers and curses.
He screamed as long as' he had
any strength left; at last he became
quiet, and shedding hot tears, utter-
ed words that had not the slightest
reference to what had gone before.

‘*—Great martyr Saint George!
Into your hands I commit my body
~—my soul—no—oh no—-1"'

The keepers still held him
although he was now quite quiet.

-

1. As long as——whilst: provided that
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The warm bath and the bag of ice
that had been put on his head had
done their work. Buf when they
took him almost senseless out of the
bath and placed him on a stool to
apply the blister, the remains of his
strength and his deranged thoughts
seemed again to revive.

‘Why do you do this? Oh
why ?’ he cried. ‘1 do not want
to harm a soul! Why do you want
to kill me? Oh, oh oh! Oh, good
TLord! Obh, you who have been
martyred before me! 1 beseech you,
“SAVE TMC e o v « « « 1 |

The burning of the blister on
his neck made him struggle des-
perately. The attendants could not
master him and did not know what
to do. < ‘There’s nothing for if,"
.said the soldier who had apnlied the

——

1. there is nothing for it but to we
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‘blister, * we must wipe it off.”

These simple words made the
patient shiver. Wipe what? wipe:
what off? wipe whom off ? wipe
me off ? thought he, and in mortal
terror* he closed his eyes. The:
soldier took a coarse linen cloth in
both hands and pressing heavily
passed it rapidly over the patient's
neck, tearing away the blister and
with it the upper skin, leaving a
bare, raw wound. The pain of this:
operation, which would have been
unbearable to a calm and healthy
man, seemed to the patient lize the-
end of all things. He tore himself
desperately out of the hands of the
attendants, and his naked body fell
on the stone floor. He thought they
had chopped off his head. He want-
ed to cry out but was not able to..
He was carried unconscious to his

1. in mortal terror——in great terror-
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bed and passed after a time into a-
long and profound sleep.

II

He awoke in the night. All was
quiet. He could hear the regular
breathing of the sleepers in the
larger :room next door. HFrom some-
where in the distance came the:
strange, monotonous voice of a
patient confined for the mnight in
the padded room, who was talking to:
himself, and above, in the woman's
ward, a hoarse contralto® was singing.
2. wild song. He felt an awful
weakness, as if all his bones were
broken; his neck ached horribly.

*Where am 1? What has hap-
pened to me?’ passed through his
mind. Then with wonderful clearness.

1. Contralte

A PBBRITAKRY .
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‘he remembered the last month of his
life, and he understocd that he was
ill, he understood his malady. He
remembered a number of absurd
thoughts, words, and actions, and
these recollections made his whole
body tremble. ‘That is all over®
thank God that is all over!’ he
murmured, and fell asleep again.

An open window with an iron
grating looked into a sort of blind
alley® between high houses and stone
walls. Nobody ever went into this
part of the grounds, and it was
thickly overgrown with all sorts of
wild bushes and lilacs, which were
in full bloom at this season of the
year. Beyond these bushes, just
opposite the window, was a high
wall over which the tops of the trees
in the large garden could be seen

1, over—atanend FHHET, BT,
3. blind alley an alloy having but
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brilliantly illuminated by the moon.
To the right rose the white walls
of the hospital with its iron-grated
windows lit up from within. To the
left the walls of the mortuary also
shone white in the bright moonbeams.
The rays of the moon fell through the
grated window on the floor and shone
on part of the patient’s bed, his pale,
worn face, and closed eyes. He
exhibited no signs of madness now.
He was sleeping the deep, heavy
sleep of an exhausted man, without
dreams, without the slightest motion,
almost without breathing. For a few
moments he awoke in hig full genses,?
a8 if quite well—only to arise the
next morning as mad as ever.

IIT

* How do you feel this morning?’

et

1. in full senses——in wholly sane
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-agked the doctor the following day.

The patient, who was only just
awake, was still lying under his bed-
.clothes.

‘Very well,” he answered; he
jumped up, put on his slippers, and
-seized his dressing-gown,? ‘Splendid!
There's only one thing : here!’ And
he pointed to the back of his neck.
*I can’t turn my head without pain.
But that’s nothing. All is well
if only one understands, and I do
understand ?’

* Do you know where you are?’

*Cartainly, doctor! I am in a
madhouse. If only you understand,
it 18 all qute the same.? 1t does
not matter® atall!’

The doctor looked earnestly in

1. dressing:gown —— B _LiEUARGCIREE
EmER, e PR EY,.
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"his eyes. His handsome, delicate.-
face, with -its well-brushed, golden
beard and quiet, blue eyes that looked.
through gold-rimmed spectacles, was
“immovable and unfathomable. He
-Was observing.
‘“Why are you looking so atten-
“tively at me? You will never read
what T have on my soul,’” continued
‘the patient, ‘ but I see quite clearly
-what is written on yours. Why
-do you commit evil? Why do you
collect such numbers of wunbappy
people and keep them here? Ior
‘me it is all the same—I1 understand
it all and am calm ; but for them?
“Why this suffering ? When a man
‘has reached the point of having a.
_great thought in his soul—the com-
mon thought—it is all the same to
him where he lives—what he feels.
Even to live—or not to live. . ... .is
‘itnot so ?’

* Perhaps,’ answered the doctor ¢

— 393 —
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he sat down on a chair in the corner
of the room, so as to be able to watch
the patient, who was now pacing the:
room with rapid steps from corner to:
corner, shuffling along in his large
horse leather slippers and flapping
his dressing-gown of cotton material
with broad red stripes and large
flowers. The orderly and inspector
who had accompanied the doctor
stood at attention®' near the door.
*And T have got it!’ cried the
patient. ‘ When I found it, I felf
as if I were born again. My
feelings grew more acute, my brain
worked as it had never done before.
What was formerly attained only by
a long process of speculation and
conjecture I now know by intuition.
I have, in fact, reached the point that
has been worked out® by philosophy.

1. to stand at attention———to stand in
a military attitude of readinees 3T.1E,
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I am experiencing in myself the
great idea that space and time are
fietions’—I am living in all cen-
turies—I am living without space—
everywhere or nowhere, just as you
like. Tam therefore quite indifferent
whether you keep me here or let me
go away—whether I am free or bound.
I have noticed that there.are here
some others ]like me, but for the rest
of the crowd it is awful. Why do
you not set them at liberty? Who
requires ’

‘You said,’ mterrupted the
doctor, ‘that you live outside space
and time. On the other hand it is
impossible not to agree that we, you
and {, are in this room, and that it is
now'—the doctor pulled his watch out
of his pocket—'half-past ten on the
sixth day of May of the year 18—,
What do you think about that ??

1, EBIERBREERIC 2R BR AR
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‘ Nothing. It’s all the same td
me where I am or when I live. If
it is all the same to me, does it not
mean that I am everywhere and
always?’

The doctor smiled.

‘ Strange logic,” he said, getting
up: ‘perhaps you are right. Good
morning. Would you like a cigar?’

* Thank you’; he stopped in his
walk, took a cigar, and with a nervous
movement bit off the end.r * This
helps me to think,’ he said; *this is
the wuniverse—microcosm. At one
end alkalis, at the other acids: that
is the equilibrium of the universe by
which the elements are neutralized.—
Good-bye, doctor I’

The doctor proceeded on his
rounds.? Most of the patients were
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awaiting him, standing drawn up?
near their beds. No authorities are
treated with such vespect as the
doctors in charge of a madhouse are
“treated by their patients.

The patient, when he was left
-alone, continued to pace the room
in fits and starts® from corner to
-corner. They brought him some tea.
“Without sitting down he swallowed
in two gulps the contents of a large
"mug and in an instant devoured a
large piece of white bread. Then he
went out of the room and for several
‘hours walked without once stopping
from end to end® of the building
with his rapid, heavy gait. It was
-a rainy day and the patients were
not allowed to go into the garden.
‘When the orderly looked for the

1. to draw up——to form in regu'ar
-order H¥K,
2. in fits and starts——spasmodicilly;
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-new patient he was directed to the
end of the passage, where he found
‘'him with his face pressed to the
glass door earnestly looking out at
the flower-garden. His attention was.
attracted by an unusually bright
red flower belonging to the poppy
family.?

* Please come and be weighed !’
said the orderly, touching his shoul-
der. When the patient turned to
‘him he almost reeled back with
-alarm ; there was such a wild look
of wickedness and hafe shining from
those senseless eyes. When he saw
it was the orderly, he at once altered
the expression of his face and obedi-~
ently followed him without saying a
word, as if plunged in deep thought.
They went into the doctor's receiving:
room ; the patient got on® the small,.

<. 1. family—— R AR, LG
RAEMEERRARBR—F, VMR
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decimal weighing-machine without:
help ; the orderly weighed him and
registered ‘109 pounds’ opposite his
name in a book. The next day his
weight was 107, the third day 106.

‘If it goes on' like this he will
not live long,’” said the doctor, and
ordered the patient to be fed as well
as possible.

Notwithstanding all their efforts:
and the unusual appetite of the
patient, he got thinner every day,
and every day the orderly entered
in the book. a smaller and smaller
number of pounds. ~Ths patient
scarcely slept at all and passed his.
days in uninterrupted movement.

IV

He was conscious that he was.
in a madhouse, he was even conscious

1. to goon-——to continue #54E% i’é’,:-ti’z
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‘that he was ill. Sometimes, as on
the first night, he awoke in the
stillness, after a whole day of violent
movement, feeling pains in all his
limbs and a terrible heaviness in his
head, but in a complete state of
.consciousness. Perhaps it was owing
to the absence of all outer impressions
in the stillness and the semi-darkness
-of the night, or perhaps it was the
weak working of the brain of a man
only just awake, that caused him at
-guch moments fully to understand
his position, and he seemed {for
+the fime® to be gquite well ; but
with the return of day, with the
return of light and the awaking of
life in the hospital, he was seized
by waves of impressions which his
-diseased brain could not control,
and once more he was a madman.
His condition was a strange mix-

1. for the time——for the time leing :
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iture of correct judgement and
latter absurdity. He knew that he
‘was sarrounded by mental invalids,.
but at the same time he thought.
- that each one was some person he
‘had formerly known, or read of
‘in books, or heard about, who was
trying secretly to conceal himself
'or was being concealed. The hos-
‘pital was inhabited by men of all
countries and all times. Here he
found both the living and the dead..
'Here were all the celebrated and
. powerful men of the earth, and also:
“the soldiers who had fallen in the last:
.war and risen again. He imagined
'himself in some magic, enchanted
ieircle, having collected in himself
-all the strength of the world, and in
‘g haughty exaltation he considered
'himself the centre of this circle.
;They, his companions i the hospit-
'al, had all assembled here with the
Hintention of performing a great work,,
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‘swwvhich dimly appeared to him as a
gigantic undertaking for the des-
truction of evil on the earth. He
did not know how it would have to
be done but he felt that he possessed
sufficient strength to accomplish it.
He could read the thoughts of other
imen, saw in each thing its whole
history. The great elms of the
hospital garden told him old legends
of the past; the buildings, that had
really been built 2 fairly long time,
he imagined to have been constructed
by Peter the Great, and he imagined
that the. T'sar* had resided there at
the time of the battle of Poitava.
He could read it on the walls and
.on the crumbling plaster, on pieces
of brick or tile which he found in
the garden : the whole history of
the house and garden were written

P
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;on them. He peopled®' the small
building that served as a mortuary
with tens and hundreds of people
who had long been dead, and he
- gazed fixedly at a little window that
opened from its basement into a
- corner of the garden, seeing in -the
uneven and rainbow-coloured reflec-
tions of the old and dirty glass
familiar faces he had once met
in life, or whose portraits he had
. seen. ‘

Fine bright weather set in* and
- the patients spent® the whole day in
the open air in the garden. The
not very large part of the garden
.allotted to them was thickly planted
with trees, and where it was pos-
-gible there were beds of flowers.
The overseer made all who were

t7 fill with people ¥
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capable of doing any work occupy
themselves in the garden. All day
long they swept th= paths or strewed
sand on them, weaded and watered
the beds of flowers, cucumbers,
melons, and water-melons that had
been dug up and planted by their
hands. One corner of the garden
was overgrown by cherry-trees and
bordered by an avenue of elms; in.
the middle of it, on an artificial
mound, were. the most beautiful
flower-beds of the whole garden:
bright flowers formesd the borders of
the highest parts of this mound and
in the centre was a large and rare
red and yellow dahlia. This dahlia
formed the centre of the whole gar-
den and also marked its highest
point, and it was observed that
many of the patients attributed to
it some mysterious power. 1o the
new patient, too, it seemed to be.
something uncommon, a sort of Chief
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of the garden and the buildings.
Along all the paths were flowerbeds
also planted with flowers by the
patients. MHere grew every sort of
flower that can be found in the
gardens of Little Russia—standard
roses, brilliant petunias, tall tobaccor,
plants with small pink blossoms,
mint, marigolds, nasturtiums aund
poppies. Here too, not far from
the porch, grew three plants of a
particular species of poppy, much
smaller than the usual poppy and
differing from it by the unusual
brightness of its brilliant blood-red
colour. It was this flower that had
so impressed the patient when, on
his first morning in the hospital, he
had looked through the glass door
into the garden. |
The nirst time he went into the
garden he stopped to look at these
bright red flowers before he went
down the steps. Therc were only
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two flowers out,* and they grew ag
if by chance® on a spot that had not
been weeded and were surrounded
by orach and some sort of steppe.
grass.

The patients passed out of the
door one by one and each received
from the warder who stood there a.
thick knitted white cap with a red-
cross on the forehead. These caps
had been used during the war and
bought at an auction by the hospital.
But the patient naturally attached a.
special and mysterious significance
to this red cross. Ils took his cap
off, and looked at the crossg and then
at the poppies. The flowers were
brighter.

*They conquer,’ said the patient
—* but we shall see.’

He went down the steps that’

1. out open :".':Bﬂo
3. by chance casually; acecidently
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led from the porch, looked round,
and not noticing the warder who
was standing behind him stepped
over a flower-bed and stretched his
hand towards the flower, but could
-not make up his mind® to pluck it.
"He had a sensation of heat and
a feeling of pricking, first in his
outstretched hand and then in his
whole body, as if some strong current
of an unknown power were emitted
from the red petals, and were
penetrating into his whole system.
He got nearer ard stretched his
hand quite close to the flower, but
1t scemed to him to defend itself
by breathing out a deadly poisonous
breath. He became giddy; he made
a last desperate effort and had
‘already seized hold of the stem when
suddenly a heavy hand was laid on
his shoulder. It wasthe warder who

Py -

45, to make up one’s mind to form
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had caught hold* of him.

*You must not pluck the flo~
wers,’ said the old Little Russian,
*and you mustn’t walk on the
flowerbeds. There are many of
‘you madmen here; if each of you
takes only one flower, the whole
garden will be stripped,’ he said in
a persuasive tone, still holding his:
shoulder.

The patient looked at him,
silently released himself from his
grasp, and in great agitation went
‘along the path. ‘Qh, unfortunate
men!’ he thought. ‘You do not
see, you are blinded to such an
extent that you even defend it. Buf:
whatever it may cost me I willl
destroy it, If not to-day, then®
tomorrow we will measure our:
strength.? And if I perish—will it

—— S

1, to eatch hold of to grasp ¥i{fts
3. to measnre strength —— to tesy
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not be all the samé P’

He walkéd about the gérden
until late in the evening, makmg'
acquaintance with other patients and
enterihg into strange conversations
with them, in which each only heard
answers to his own insane thoughts
expressed in mystamous and absurd
words. 'The patient walked about
first with one companion and then
with another, and by the end of the
day he was still more convinced that
* all was ready,’ as he said to himself.
* Soon, sooit these iron bars will fall
in ruins® and these prisoners will be
let out and hurry away to all the
éoriters of the earth, and the whole
world will shake, and throw off its
worn-out coating, and appear in a
new and splendid beauty.” He had
dlmost™ forgotten the flowers; but
when heé leéft thne g".‘:ii‘déii and was’

i —)
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going up' the steps, he again
perceived them in the darkening,
dewy grass, looking like two burning
ved coals. Then the patient lagged
behind, and getting where the warder
could not see him, waited for a
favourable moment. Nobody saw
him jump over the flower-bed, pluck
-one of the flowers, and hastily put
it in his bosom under his shirt,
‘When the cool, dew-covered potals
‘touched his body, he got as pale as
-death and his eyes opened wide with
terror. A cold sweat came out in
‘beads on his forehead.

Lamps were lighted in the
hospital. While waiting for their
-supper most of the patients lay
down® on their beds; only a few
restless ones hurriedly walked about
the rooms and passages. The patient

1. to go up——to ascend ¥ L3,
9, to lioc down -—— to assume lying
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with the flower in hig breast was
among them. He walked about, his
arms convulsively crossed over his
breast ; it seemed as if he wanted to
ciush, to shatter the plant he carried
there. 'When he met anyone he got
as far as® he could out of their way,*
géeining to féar even to touch them
with his clothes. ‘Don’t-come near
me, don’t come near me!’ he cried.
In the hospital little attention was
paid to such exclamations. He con~
tinued to walk faster and faster,
taking larger and larger steps; he
walked about hour after hour® with
a sort of exasperation.

‘T will tire yon out.* 1 will
suffocate you!’ he said fiercely and

P W—
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hoarsely. Sometimes he ground:
his teeth.

Supper was served in the dmmg-
room. Several large gilded and
painted wooden bowls containing a
gort of thin millet gruel were placed
on each of thelong tables, which were
without table-cloths ; the patients
sat round the tables on benches and
each received a hunch of rye bread.
About eight men ate with wooden
gspoons out of the same bowl. A
few who were ordered better food
were served separately. Our patient
quickly swallowed his portion, which
had been brought by the attendant
+o his room, and mnot being satisfied
with what he had received went into
the general dining-room.

‘ May I sit down here? ' he asked
the inspector.

1. ground & grind MU LM%, ey
BRECF U, BHEEARE (to rub to-

—_— 10 -



S o B AL B MR R o

MEMEREE c BELBH
A6 1 K B o DA% AT — BB A o B I
EEMERTLE > BERAHE
MRAPBARMTFRERT L »
BEAR—MBES - RS HAM
ARABER - BRERBE o R
9 38 B 95 A AR B 40T T A T 43 8 O
T TR TR KR AL 2 4 B AL 5
M BEBRAES > WELALEA
Ao

R P LERBE 7 MM
B oo

gather with a gratingk noise),

— 1 -



‘Have you not had your supper?’
‘inquired the inspector as he poured
further portions of gruel into the
bowls.

‘I am very hungry, and I must
get as much strength as I can. Food
is my only support; you know that
I do not sleep at all.’

¢ Bat, my good fellow, and may
it do you good ! Tarass, give him a
‘spoon and some bread.’

He sat down before one of the
‘bowls and ate an enormous portion.
of gruel.

* Now that's enough, that's
enough!’ said the inspector at last,
when all the others had finished and
our patient still continued to sit at
the bowl scooping up the gruel with
onz hand and firmly holding his
breast with the other. * You will
over-eat yourself.’ |

‘Ah, if you only Xknew how
much strength I require, how much

— 19 —
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strength! Good-bye, Nikolai Niko-
laevich,’ said the patient, getting wp
from table and pressing the inspec-
tor’s hand with all his strength.

‘* Good-bye !

*Where are you going ?’ asked
the inspector, smiling.

‘I? Nowhere. I am remaining
here. But perhaps to-morrow we
shall not see one another. Thank
you for all your kindness,” and he
once more pressed the inspector’s
“hand. His voice shook and there
were tears in his eyes.

* Calm yourself, my dear fellow,
calm yourself,” answered the inspec-
tor. ‘ Why do you have such dark
thoughts? Go to bed and get to
sleep quickly. You require more
sleep ; when once you sleep properly
you will soon get better.’

The patient began to sob. The
inspector turned away to order the
attendants to be quicker clearing

— 4 —
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away the supper things. In half an
hour all were asleep in the hospital
with the exception of' one man, who
'Jay in his clothes on his bed in the
corner room. He was shaking as if
with ague, and convulsively he held
‘his hands to his breast, which he
imagined was impregnated with some
anknown deadly poison.

vV

He did not sleep all night. He
had plucked that flower because he
felt that it was a deed he had been
destined to do. 'When he had first
looked out of the glass door the
brilliant red petals had attracted his
attention, and it appeared to him that
at that moment he fully understood
what he was bound to perform on
this earth. In this blood-red fiower

U
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was concentrated all the evil of the
world. He knew that opium was
made of poppy-seed. Perhaps this
thought had grown and attained
gigantic dimensions in his mind,
developing into a horrible and gro-
tesque phantom. The flower in his
&yes concentrated in itself all evils, it
drew into its petals all the innocent
blood that had ever been shed, and it
was this caused their deep red cclour,
1t absorbed all the tears and sll
the gall and bitterness of humanity.
This was a mysterious and terrible
being in opposition to God—Satan,?
who had taken a humble and innocent
form. Tt was necessary to pluck
and kill it. But even this was not
enough—it was necessary to prevent
it 1n dying from flooding the whole
world with its poison. That is why

$E, MEEEE, AMm
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he had hidden it away in his bosom:
He heped that by morning the flower
would have lost all its strength. Its
evil would be transferred to his
breast, to his soul, and there it
would be conguered ; or perhaps it
would conquer, and then he would
perish—die, but die like an honour-
able wrestler, like mankind’s chief
wrestler, for never yet had anyone
.dared to fight against all the evil of
the world at once. |

¢ They did not see it. I saw it.
Could I allow it to live? Death is
Dbetter!’

With failing strength he lay in
4his imaginary, unreal struggle, but
was exhausted by it all the same.*®
The next morning the doctor’s as-
gistant found him almost dead,
After a few hours, however, he
revived, jumped out of bed, and

1, all the same just the same &5:
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began running about the hospital as-
usual, talking to the patients and to
himself louder and more discon-
nectedly than ever. He was not
allowed to go into the garden ;.
the doctor, seeing that his weight:
decreased every day, that he could
not sleep, and that all day long® he:
never ceased his wanderings, ordered.
that a large dose of morphia should
be injected under his skin. He did
not resist; fortunately his insane
ideas seemed at that moment to
coincide with this operation. He
soon fell asleep; his wild movements.
ceased, and the loud melody, caused
by his own irregular footsteps,.
that had rung all the time in his
ears died away too. He became
unconscious and ceased to think of
anything, even of the second red
flower that it was mnecessary for

through the whc_)le-

1. all day long
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him to pluck.

Three days later however, he was'
able to pluck it, before the very* eyes
of the warder, who wasnot in time?® to-
prevent him. The warder ran after
him. With loud cries of triumph,
with sobs and lamentations, the
patient ran into the house, rushed
into his bedroom, and hastily hid
the plant under his shirt.

‘How dare you pick the flowers?’
demanded the warder who had fol-
lowed him. The patient, who was
already lying on his bed in his
accustomed position—with his arms:
crossed over his breast—began %o
talk such nonsense that the warder
only removed silently from his head
the cap with the red cross, which
in his hurry he had forgotten to

1. Very —3SHFA SR BRE%,
i EEESK, 0 oven, even tho A
%, FRELE—40 DIkt even bofore the

— 84—



RE% W e o8 e Ak o
CHREIRZE MRS
T o REBBTHEOMET > WAF
B Lo B HEM o B WHEX
RIEOE ) RWEB > BRBE R/ A
MABHLE > FRVUEAE > B
WILBERLERERBLZET o
‘IRE BT IE PR B T
KEMD o SHEBATKMIE LK
ET o BAWE WIS —
FHREEBE — FERUBEBRESR
BTG BETEREN Y ML E
LRTHRAL T FHET > B AL
AN EEBRRT > Eh—BAER

oyes of the warder.
3. in time

Feo

sufficiently early 2845

— 85 —



-take off, and left him alone. The
imaginary struggle began again.
‘The patient felt that currents of
evil issued from the flower™ in
long, serpent-like coils, which
wound themselves round him, pres-
.sed and crushed his limbs, and
‘imbued his whole body with their
-poisonous efflavia. e wept and, at
intervals,® when he was not heaping
.curses on his enemy, prayed to God.
The flower was faded by the evening.
'The patient trod under his feet the
blackened plant and then, earefully
“collecting all the remains from the
floor, carried them into the bath-
room, where he threw the formless
little mass of vegetation 1into the stove
‘amongst red-hot, burning coals, and
watched for a long time how his
.enemy fizzled and shrivelled up and

1. =% intervals occasionally l’lﬁﬁii_
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at last turned into®' a soft, snow-
white heap of ashes. Ie blew upon
it and it disappeared. |

The next day the patient was
worse. Deadly pale, with hollow
cheeks and deeply-sunken, glowing
eyes, he now went about with
tottering steps, often stumbling in.
his insane wanderings, and talked
and talked unceasingly.

‘T should not like to have to use
force,’ said ‘the chief doctor to his
assistant,

‘But it is imperative to stop.
this exertion.  To-day his weight:
was only 93 pounds. 1f it goes om
like this, he will be dead in two days..

The chief doctor reflected. ‘Mor-
phia? Chloral?’® he said, half ques-
tioningly. |

‘Only yesterday, morphia had no

J. to turn into——to change into &
y
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:effect. Order him to be tied to his bed.
T doubt whether he will live long.’

V1

The patient was bound. He lay
4n a strait-jacket on his bed firmly
-tied with broad bands of linen to the
‘bars of his iron bedstead ; but his
wild movements did not decrease,
they rather became greater. Ior
many hours he never stopped trying
‘to free himself from his fetters. At
Jast by a strong effort he succeeded
in tearing one of the bands and
teleased his legs, and thus managed
to slip out of the other bandages.
Then he bezan to walk about the
room with bound hands, shouting
out all sorts of wild, unintelligible
-8peeches.

‘Oh, what's the matter® with

1. what is the matter with you?——
awhat has gone wrong with you? {RE4HBER
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you?' cried the warder. ‘What devil
has bhelped you ? Grisha, Ivan, come
here. The patient has got loose.’

Then all three fell vpon® him
and a long struggle began, which was
tiring to the keepers, but was torture
for the patient, who was defending
himself and using up® the remainder
of his almost exhausted strength.
At last they were able to throw him
- on the bed, where they fastened him
even tighter than before.

‘You do not understand what
you are doing!’ cried the patient,
quite .out of breath. “You will all
perish! I saw a third which was
‘hardly open. Now it will be quite
ready. TLet me finish this work. Tt
must be killed, killed, killed ! Then
-all will be ended, all will be saved.
1 would send you, but it is only I

1. to fall upon——to assault iﬁ&o
3. to us® up——to consume the whole

— 32 —



BRBRYE MW R T k%
1 R KB E o BEKRAX
PSR E T o
RB=Z=PBAmMMAEKR » -5 &
AWBEFBHET  BEEBTE NS
Wi MEHRBAMERL M >
R A4S > AR P B
18 0 6 o I A0 M 48 B 1D
K koo b /@3 =R LA E B
36 {28 IR I o
RMAE A R R A B L SE
WAWE > Z2WAEBR R
MBECT I RETER-—BE=Z2R
AL > AR PFLREAM o JAES
BT BIHGRET co EREMRE
T o MB—EEBRREN » WL >
BR ! RE—VYMEERT > — PP
BRT o RAIE MM I8 > LWk

of {Hftdso

-=- 93 —..



who can doit. You would die if you
even touched it!’

‘Be quiet, sir, be quiet,’ said the-
old warder, who had been left on
duty near the bed.

Suddenly the patient became
quiet. He had decided to trick the
warder. All day he was kept bound
to his bed, and he was left in the same-
position for the night. After giving
the patient his supper the warder:
spread a rug on the floor and lay down:
on it. Ina minute he was fast asleep
and the patient began his work.

He turned his body in such a.
way as to be able to touch the 1ron
bar of the bed and feel it with his:
wrists through the long sleeves of the:
strait-jacket, and then began quick-
ly and violently rubbing the coarse:
saileloth against the bar. After a
time the thick material gave way®

1. to give way—to fail to resist; to
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dnd he was able to release hisfore-
finger. " Then the work went more
-rapidly. With an adroitness and
suppleness which wouald be incon-
ceivable in a sane man, he managed
to untie the knot that attached the
-sleeves at his back, unlaced the strait-
jacket, and then sat listening for a
long time to the snoves of the warder.
The old man was sleeping soundly:
The patient took off the jacket and:
released himself from the bed. He
was free. He tried the door. It
was locked -from the inside, and the
key was probably in the warder’s
pocket. He was afraid of waking
the old man if he began to search in
Lis pockets, so he decided to leave
the room by the window. |

It was a calm, warm, dark night;
the window was open :; the stars
shone in the black sky. He looked
at the stars, recognised familiar con-’
stellations, and was delighted that

— Y —
L



BT BT oo AR 6B R B AL fY R
o BBEMEFSERT o BA —
RMARRASE > I E— B W ® 2
AR AT T o AR kR
WEMERERHITOET B0
R RBEETHT HABS
FMBF R o BAEMBIEN o 2 A
MTRSER > LAISRKERK
Mo MBIy WMT o MARBMM o
Me AN REHHRT > SRR E
AT AR o b — 40 R A R
i R AL 0 W AL PR LS T AR M
5 F o
ER-EEREABHRE &
FHERSEEREMRERN
ML AR BH WAL > R
A BB THTIH > H
A TR o BIRAE > 0B R
o —



they, as he thought, understood him
and had sympathy with him. With
blinking eyes he saw the endless
rays that they sent him and his
insane determination increased. It
was necessary to bend the thick bar
of the iron grating in order to
squeeze through the narrow opening
into the blind alley which was
overgrown with bushes and climb
over the high stone wall.: There the
last struggle would begin, and after-
wards--perhaps even death.

He tried to bend the thick iron
bar with his naked hands, but the
bar did not yield. Then he twisted
the strong sleeves of the strait-jacket
into a cord, fixed it to a forged
iron spike at the end of a bar, and
hung with his whole weight upon it.
After desperate efforts that almost
exhausted his strength the spike bent:
a narrow passage was opened. He
squeezed himself through it, - and
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grazing his shoulders, elbows, and
bar knees, managed to get through'
the bushes and found himself near
the wall. All was quiet, the flicker-
ing night-lights shone but dimly
through the windows of the large
building ; nobody could be seen in
the rooms. Nobody saw him:; the
old man who was on duty at his
bedside was probably sound asleep.
The stars blinked caressingly at him,
and their rays penetrated to his very
heart.

‘1 am coming to you, he
whispered, looking up to the sky.

All in tatters after his first
efforts, with bleeding knees and
arms and broken mnails, he began
to look for a convenient place to
climb the wall. He noticed that
some bricks were missing < where
the stone wall joined the mortuary.

0. to get through——to pass kifle

— 100 —



RGBS RBRBRAC EIH
%é~mm%iﬁm:mmmﬁ%
HERBEMBMEXRBTHE BT ;
EXRBFHEEMETA o 3 a1
G R AL 5 A8 AL K3 B AL 6y IR 1E
EANMFERGIER - REETHM
MER > MM EHRELT 0D
¥ o

IR BB 4R MR A fT:%&
BB oRAEBEK e

M- TR h2zHk »25%8
ﬂ»"-e’r"?ﬁfﬂlﬁl PP WY o A PE &K
— {8 7 8 H 5 s R I o {b3F Wi A B
MR s S T MW o

— 101 —



Feeling' for these spaces, and mak-
ing full use of? them, he managed to
scale the wall, and catching hold of
the branches of the elm-trees that
grew on the other side was able with
their aid to let himself quietly down®
to the ground.

He ran to the familiar place
near the porch. The flower with its
partly-opened petals looked dark,
but showed clearly above the dewy
grass.

‘I'he last one! whispered the
patient, ‘the last one! To-day it is
victory or death! 1t is all the same to
me now. Wait,’ he said, looking up
to the sky: ‘I will be with you soon.’

He pulled up the plant, tore it
to pieces, crushed it, and holding it
firmly in his hands, returned to his

1. fooling ——axamining by touching
HEt, |
2. to make full uss of——to make the
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room by the way he had come.

The old man was still fast
asleep. The patient had hardly
reached his bed when he fell un-
conscious upon 1it.

In the morning he was found
dead. His face looked calm and
bright, the emaciated features with
their thin lips and deeply sunken
eyes wore an expression of proud
happiness. When they put him on
the stretcher they tried to open his
hand and take out the red flower,
but his museles were rigid, and he
carried his trophy with him to the
grave,
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