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INTRODUCTION

BY

BARON KERVYN DE LETTENHOVE.

—— s

OR some years the attention of the most
eminent minds has been earnestly directed
to the study of the history of the sixteenth
century, and Charles V., who occupies the first
place in that history, is indebted to a greater
impartiality, as well as to the revelations of a
great number of unpublished documents, for
a tardy justice to his memory. Where it had
been agreed to accuse him of ambition, sin-
cere convictions have been recognised, which
neither numerous obstacles nor long sufferings
could alter ; and his abdication itself, by show-
ing him superior to all the grandeurs he had
traversed, has shed a calm and serene halo
upon the last years of his life, of which there '
are few examples in the agitated career of the
rulers of the world.






Introduction. xiii

family does not appear to have belonged to
the ancient noblesse, and he was poorly pro-
vided with the gifts of fortune. For a long
time his sole occupation had been to shut
himself up in his library, which he afterwards
called ¢the dear prison of his youth.” Finally,
‘he found himself reduced to seek his fortune
in Spain, and attached himself to the Duke
of Alba, who was then only the generous and
brilliant Captain, who was called ‘the father
of the soldiers;’ through him he was enabled
to gain admission to the cabinet of the Em-
peror, not to solicit the honour of girding on
a sword, but to consult a manuscript relating
to the war in Germany, by Don Louis d’Avila,
much more complete than that which had been
published in Spanish in 1548. William van
Male managed so well that he was allowed to
translate it into Latin, and, thanks to the re-
commendation either of the Duke of Alba,*
or of Louis d’Avila himself, Cosmo de Medici
— the great Cosmo, as Brantdme calls him —
accepted the dedication of that work, which

* Cosmo de Medici had married a cousin of the Duke of
Alba, Eleanor of Toledo.
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the Netherlands, and who, moreover, held the
office of Grand Bailiff of Bruges.*

To this testimony of the honourable relations
of the translator of Louis d’Avila’s work, a few
lines must be added, in which he proclaims the
mission incumbent upon letters of perpetuat-
ing the glory of the Emperor, and wherein he
insists upon the legitimate authority of the his-
torian, when it has been his lot to take a striking
part in the exploits narrated in his recital.

* Louis de Flandre, Seigneur de Praet, descended from
Louis de Male, last Count of Flanders. His mother, Isabella
of Burgundy, was, also in illegitimate line, the great-grand-
daughter of Philip the Good; her grandmother, Louise de la
Gruthruse, was the sister of that illustrious Seigneur de la
Gruthruse, who was not less honoured by the hospitality he
gave to King Edward at York than by the protection he ac-
corded to letters by having MSS. copied and enriched with
sumptuous miniatures. Louis de Praet shared the same tastes,
Xenophon, Plato, Polybius, Cicero, Seneca, were his favourite
authors: he corresponded with Vivés and Viglius, and the
historian of the Counts of Flanders, Jacques Meyerus, ad-
dressed an ode to him, in which he says -

¢ All the Muses bear thee up towards heaven. The histo-
rians who relate thy great deeds, and the poets that sing them,
call you their father and their Meceenas. You are our glory
and the honour of our country, you who count among your
ancestors the kings and princes whom Flanders has obeyed. How
can I praise you sufficiently? The nobility of thy origin is
heightened by so many virtues, it is revealed to the world by
so many brilliant acts, that even should old Homer, the bard
of the kings of Greece, return among us, his lays would not
suffice for thy glory.’
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Charles V. confine himself to repeat to William
van Male certain recitals which he had borrowed.
from Louis d’Avila? Did he ask him to explain
to him, according to the Latin text, the commen-
taries of Caesar, which he only knew from a
translation in the tongue of Dante and of Mac-

- chiavelli? It is only allowed to suppose so:
but what we know with more certainty is, that
the Emperor honoured him daily with long
interviews, that Van Male was incessantly occu-
pied reading or writing under his dictation near
his table or at the fireside, even at night at his
bedside,* and that he was, in some measure, as
he himself expresses it, tied to a post by his
functions and occupations.

On May 31, 1550, Charles V. left Brussels
for Germany on important business. On reach-
ing Cologne he embarked on June 14 on the
Rhine, and took five days to reach Mayence.
William van Male, who accompanied the Em-
peror, hastened to write to Mayence to his

* Quotidianum colloquium . . . ad forum. In lectione
nocturna . . .— Lettres de Guillaume van Male, pp. 26, 27,
85, 4.

t Tanquam ad palum alligatus. — Ioid., p. 54.

A
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Introduction. xxxX1

at Yuste all his great and glorious acts, has given
the strongest proof of humility, and the Pre-
sident of the Council of Castille, Juan de Vega,
on hearing of his death, wrote —

No noise of his armies, with which he had often
made the world tremble, had followed him to the
monastery of Yuste; he had forgotten his steel-clad
battalions and his floating banners as completely as
if all the days of his life had been passed in that
solitude.* -

The testimony of Ambrosia de Morales is still
much more precise than that of Juan de Vega.
Ambrosia de Moralés, who wrote in 1564, six
years after the death of Charles V., affirms that
his Commentaries were not composed at Yuste,
but in Germany. ¢What (he says) ought espe-
‘cially to excite admiration is that this Prince
“himself, in the midst of the fury of his wars,}
¢drew up an exact and sequent narrative of his
‘acts.’

In the enumeration of the books found at
Yuste after the death of Charles V. we find the

* Sandoval, Vida del Emp. Carlos V. en Yuste (6d. d’Anvers),
p. 619,
1 En toda la braveza de sus guerras.






















































CHARLES V.

TO HIS SON.

PHILIP PRINCE OF SPAIN.

S history is that which I composed in
"French, when we were travelling on the
Rhine, and which I finished at Augsburg. It
is not such as I could wish it, but God knows
that I did not do it out of vanity, and if He has
been offended at it, my offence must be
attributed rather to ignorance than to malice.
Similar things have often provoked His anger :
I should not like this to rouse His ire against
‘me! In these circumstances, as in others,
reasons will not be wanting to Him. May He
moderate His anger, and deliver me from the

dilemma in which I see myself!
I was on the point of throwing the whole
into the fire ; but, as I hope, if God gives me

B .






AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF CHARLES V.

CHAPTER L

War in Flanders.— Leagne between the Emperor Maximilian and
Henry of England against the King of France.— Capture of
Terouane.—Surrender of Tournay.—Charles assumes the Title of
King 1616.—He assembles the Cortes of the Kingdoms of Castille
at Valladolid. —Death of the Emperor Maximilian, —Charles is
elected Emperor.—Visits England.—Has an interview with Henry
VIIL—Visits Flanders.—Commencement of the Reformation.—
Luther.—War with France.—Sijege of Pavia.—YVisits England a
second time,—Francis I. is made Prisoner.— The battle of
Bicocea.—Capture of (renoa.—Peace with France.—Birth of Philip
Prince of Spain (1627).—The Pope made a Prisoner.

FTER the death of King Philip, there were at
intervals various warsin the States of Flanders,
which we call the Netherlands. One of those wars
was that undertaken by the Emperor Maximilian, in
concert, with King Henry of England, against Louis,
King of France. By the prudence, as well as by the
habitual bravery of the Emperor,* the French were

* Pola prudencia como polo esforgo costumado do Emperador.
B2






Assuimes the title of King. 5

At the same period he recovered, not without
some resistance, his domains in Friesland: then the
King of France, on the occasion of his recent acces-
sion, expressed a desire to open other negotiations
with His Majesty,* which took place at Noyon, at
the same time and in the same year. The King of
France sent the Seigneur d’Orval to ratify what had
been newly agreed upon. His Majesty remained
in the Netherlands until September 8, 1517, upon
which day he embarked at Flushing for Spain, and
he left for the first time, in his absence, Margaret,
his aunt, Governor of his States,

This same year, His Majesty maintaining the peace

concluded in France, and the friendship of the King
of England,t embarked, as already stated, at Flush-
ing, crossed the ocean, and for the first time saw
Spain, where his sojourn was to be prolonged till
1520. Continuing his journey to Tordesillas, he
went to kiss the hands of the Queen his mother,
and starting from thence, he proceeded to Mojados,
where he met the Infant Don Ferdinand, his brother,
whom he welcomed with great fraternal love.}
At this time Cardinal Fray Francis Ximenes,
whom the Catholic King had instituted Governor of

* Despois el Rey de Franga desejou de trattar de novo com Sua
Majestade, por causa da nova successid.

+ Continuando a paz feita em Franga e amirade com el Rey
&Inglaterra,
* $ Com grande e fraternal amor.

1617






Charles 1s elected Emperor. 7

At this time, that is to say in the year 1518, His 1518

Majesty, and the Infant his brother, left Valladolid,
for Saragossa; and during this journey he parted
company with the Infant at Aranda, who, leaving
that town, embarked at Santander, going by sea to
Flanders, where he was received by Madam his aunt.
His Majesty continued his journey to Saragossa,
where, in the same manner, he convoked the Cortes,
and was recognised as King.*

In the year 1519 His Majesty assembled the
Cortes at Barcelona, where the same ceremony took
place. On his way he learnt the death of the
Emperor Maximilian, his grandfather; and, whilst
holding the Cortes, the news reached him of his
election to the Empire, which Duke Frederick, Count
Palatine, was charged to announce to him. From
thence he left for Corunna, to embark to receive the
Imperial Crown at Aix-la-Chapelle.t

His Majesty embarked at Cotunna, leaving as

governor Cardinal de Tortosa, to whom he after--

wards gave as adjuncts the Constable and the Ad-
miral of Castille, Don Inigo de Velasco, and Don

que brands, justs, @ conforme a razid, foi tomafla de sorte que el
Rey de Franga se resentio tee pouco despois comegar & guerrs, e 0
Ingrez nfio teve o reconhecimento que a tal resposta merecia, porque
logo se concertaram e unirao ambos, fazendo pouco caso dos con-
certos, que estavam feitos entre elles e o Rey Catholico.
* Onde da mesma maneira gjunton cortes, e foi jurado por Rey.
1 A primeira cor3a.

1619






Visits England and Germany. 9

menced hostilities.* This act had its origin in the
reply, mentioned above, which in 1518 the Catholic
King Charles had addressed from Valladolid to the
King of France. Not only could that King not
conceal his mortification and little satisfaction it
gave him, but it gradually increased, especially when
the Catholic King was elected Emperor.t

He was continually making complaints and such
unreasonable proposals, and in such exorbitant terms,
that the Emperor could neither accept them mnor
condescend to notice them.} From this reason and
from other practices, and other communications which
the King of France entertained in Italy and in Spain
with the Communidades,§ war commenced in 1521
between His Majesty and the King of France, in
which Robert de la Mark lost the greater portion
of his domains, which were taken from him by
Count Henry of Nassau, then Captain-General of
the army. These wars lasted till 1525. For this
reason the Emperor was obliged to close the Diet at
Worms. By so acting, he rather did what he could

* Comecou & mover guerra.

1 Da qual niio soo mente néio pode dissimular o desgosto e pouca
satisfacid que tinha, mas cada dia ia em crescimento, e muito mais
despois que o ditto Rey Catholico foi eleito em Emperador.

1 E lhe foram continuamente feitos requerimentos, e postas con-
dic3es t45 desarrezoddas e per termos ti% exorbitantes que néio pode
oir, nem condescender nellas.

§ Pola qual causs, e outtras pratticas e intelligencias que havia
em Italia, ¢ em Hespanha com as communidades, -
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French lost the battle of Bicocca. The capture of
Genoa followed.

The Emperor, for the third time, leaving the
government of Flanders to his aunt, embarked at
Calais, and, for the second time, visited England,
where he had his fourth interview with the King.
Having remained there some days, he embarked at
Southampton, crossed the ocean for the third time,
and arrived a second time in Spain, where he again
went to kiss the hands of his mother the Queen, and
where he remained till 1529. At the very time of
his arrival, Pope Adrian, who had been elected on
the death of Pope Leo, embarked at Barcelona for
Rome. His Majesty continued his journey to Valla-
dolid, where he assembled the Cortes to complete the
reconciliation of past differences, excepting a few of
the more culpable from the general pardon granted
to all those who had offended him.

In the year 1523, during the war with France, the
Emperor entertained certain communications and
certain correspondence * with Duke Charles of Bour-
bon, who felt himself injured by some acts of injustice
done towards him.t This is why he entered the
service of His Imperial Majesty. The Emperor
proceeding to Pampeluna with an army to invade

* Teve algfia communicad e intelligencia.

+ O qual se tinha por injuriado de algs aggravos que lhe foram
feitos.

1623
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where he married. On his journey, he received the
news of the death of his sister the Queen of Den-
mark. In the same city of Seville, he was visited
by his brother-in-law, the Infant Don Louis of
Portugal, who accompanied the Empress his sister.
This was the first time His Majesty saw the said
Infant. At the same time he set at liberty the King
of France,* receiving in exchange two of his sons as
hostages, conformableto the conditions of the conven-
tions made at Madrid. The latter, shortly afterwards,
renewed the war, and His Imperial Majesty received a
message of defiance t at Grenada, consequent upon a
league concluded between Pope Clement, who had
been elected on the demise of Adrian, the Kings of
France and of England, and the Signoria of Venice.
His Majesty sent a reply to that defiance.

In the same city the news reached the Emperor
that his brother-in-law, King Louis of Hungary, had
been defeated by the Turks and had perished. This

is why His Majesty convoked the general Cortes of '

all his kingdoms of Castille, to concert measures to
remedy such a state of things, and to organise the
necessary means of defence against the Turks. His
Majesty was in this city, in 1527, when his son Philip
Prince of Spain was born. About the same time,
and in the same city, he received the news that the
army raised by the Duke of Bourbon had entered

* Soltou. + Foi desafiado.

1627
































































































Pope Paul. 49

nant, and obliged to reconquer what belonged to him,
and to show his resentment for such an injury. The
Emperor therefore rejected the said propositions, and
would not hearken to them at all* He somewhat
drily dismissed the Legate, who had addressed him in
a tone without that respect which was due to His
Majesty.} He however still protested that he was,
as he always had been, inclined to treat for peace,
provided that the adverse party was governed by
reason, and provided that the peace was sure and
suitable to the service of God and to the welfare of
Christianity.}

The Cortes of Aragon having terminated, the Em-
peror left for Barcelona. He had sent the Prince
his son from Monzon to Saragossa, that he should be
recognised Prince of that kingdom ; from thence His
Majesty proceeded withhim to Barcelona, where he was

* Vendo Sua Magestade Imperial a ten¢id, com que Sua Santitade
queria trattar de por em paz Suas Magestades, pela qual Sua Magestade
Imperial ficara aggravado, e desapossado do que per aquella subita
e repentina invasio lhe fora tomado, néio lhe parecendo nem justo,
nem conveniente acceitar taes modos e meios de paz, antes sentindo
se mais stimulado e forcado a recobrar o seu e mostrar o sentimento,
que tinha de hum tal aggravo, refusou os dittos modos propostos e
de nenhua maneira os quis ouvir.

+ Despedio assaz seccamente ao legado o qual tambem tinha usado
de termos pouco graves, nem guardava o respeito que a Sua Magestade
se devia.

1 Offerecendo se com tudo de estar, como sempre esteve, prestes
para trattar da paz, com tanto que a parte contrariase accommoda sea
razdo, e ella fosse segura e conveniente ao servigo de Deus e bem
da Christandade,






Diet at Niiremberg. 51

land batteries; but they were so ably responded to
that they were compelled to retreat, and place them-
selves under the protection of the artillery on shore.
The Emperor, not wishing any delay, continued his
journey to Genoa. This was the tenth time he
crossed the Mediterranean, and the seventh time he
landed in Italy.












Submission of the Duke of Cléves. 55

better advice; he did so, and came and threw him-
self at the feet of His Majesty, confessing his fault
and asking pardon. He handed over and restored
the whole state of Gueldres to the Emperor. But
the Emperor, considering that the error of the Duke
originated rather in his youth than from any evil
inclination or wish to do evil, ordered the towns and
localities taken from him in other territories to be
restored to him. Not content with what he had
done, and seeing the Duke’s repentance, and how
well he persevered in his good intentions, he took
his marriage into hand; in fact he gave him in
marriage bis niece, a daughter of the King of the
Romans. This marriage increased the obligations of
the said Duke towards His Majesty, and the love
of His Majesty for that Prince. At the com-
mencement of the spring the King of France, to
be the first in the field, and to be enabled to oppose
superior forces to the Emperor, brought forth two
armies destined to wage war in the Netherlands. A
portion of one of these armies, in which the King
was present in person, occupied Landrecies, and the
other portion established itself in the neighbourhood
whilst the fortifications were strengthened. The
two sons of the King had meantime marched on
Binche, from whence they were driven back with loss,
without having accomplished anything. Finally,
M. d’Orleans joined the other army, which was at
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relieve the besieged, he did not wish to be absent
from his armies. He therefore established his
quarters at Avesnes, although, as already stated,
suffering from the gout, and he remained there until
the troops sent to the succour of the garrison of
Landrecies had withdrawn. This was his tenth
attack of the gout.

The King of France, knowing that his troops
were in danger and in want of provisions, proceeded
with his army to Chateau-Cambrésis, from whence he
sent a heavy body of cavalry to reconnoitre the
ground, so as to attempt to succour the garrison of
Landrecies. To prevent this the armies of the
Emperor formed a junction, and made such a resist-
ance that this cavalry did not attain its object and
had little subject of congratulation.* Itis true that
during this time some French knights, with sacks of
gunpowder and a small supply of provisions, of which
the besieged stood much in need, succeeded in en-
tering Landrecies at a point where there was no
obstacle, which rallied the besieged a little. As the
season was advanced and the weather bad, and as,
moreover, the chief object of the Emperor, when he
ordered his army in France to besiege Landrecies,
was to compel the King to give battle,} he ordered
his army to decamp, and approached France.

# Nem tene muito de que se jactar.
+ Forgar el rey de Franca a lhe dar batalha.
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three leagues, but he could not, owing to the dis-
order of his matchlock-men (who most of them were
" followed or accompanied by more baggage than
soldiers ought to have), attempt to cross the wood
with his army. A few light cavalry and matchlock-
men, and a disorderly few, traversed the thicket.
M. le Dauphin observed it, and having collected his
French gendarmes he turned round and charged his
pursuers. The latter sought refuge in the thicket,
and then returned to the infantry. It may easily be
believed that, if the Emperor had had his matchlock-
men, with whom he cofild have passed through the
thicket in safety, he might have attained in part the
object of his desires ;* but as nothing else was to be
done on this day, and as it was already late, he left
the thicket, and established his quarters in the very
camp and on the very spot which the King of
France had left. He arrived there at one hour after
midnight.

The Emperor remained some days at Chateau-Cam-
brésis, to see if he could not undertake something
against his enemy. But the latter resolved to dis-
band his army at once, and sent the troops back to
their garrisons. The Emperor, considering also that

partio, e se foi tee Guisa. E nio sabendo o Emperador por des-

cuido dos seus desta partida atee a outro dia pela manhia, foi no

alcéince del Rey com sua gente. .
* Chegara em parte ao fim do seus desejos.
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His Majesty and the King of England, the said King
had come in person with a large army to molest and
attack the kingdom of France,* and His Majesty had
also sent to him the forces he had promised by the
said convention, under the orders of M. de Buren.
The said King had stopped at the siege of Boulogne
and of Montreuil ; and during the long lapse of time
during which His Majesty was before Saint Dizier,
the King of France had leisure to assemble his whole
army, and to garrison the greater portion of the
frontiers of his kingdom. The Emperor, taking all
this into consideration, observing moreover that he
had not at his command as sufficient a supply of
provisions as he required, and that the season was far
advanced, found difficulties for any ulterior enterprise.

However, not to leave the King of England alone
against his enemy, he would not retire with his army.
Already previously, during the siege of Saint Dizier,
he had captured Vitry, defeated the French light
cavalry there, and made other incursions. The
Emperor, leaving the town of Saint Dizier and other
more important places in a good state of defence,
and persevering in the intention already mentioned
above of employing every means to bring the King
of France to give battle,t resolved to penetrate into

# Molestar e offender o reino de Franga.
1 De por todos modos e meios tirar e trazer el rhe de Franga a lhe
dar batalha. '




























































Leaves Worms and returns to Netherlands. 83

Emperor also saw that at the said Diet nothing would
be done except to waste time (he however wished it
to sit until he had received the Pope’s answer), and
he confined himself to short and curt communi-
cations,® postponing the negotiations for a Diet
convoked to meet the following year at Ratisbon.

Meantime a conference was held in the same city
as to the best means for remedying these differ-
enced.t During this Diet the Emperor received the
news that the Princess of Spain, his daughter-in-law,
had been delivered of a son, who was afterwards
called Don Carlos, and four or five days afterwards
he received the very different news of the death
of the same Princess, which naturally caused him
great grief. At the same time the King of the
Romans also received the news of the death of his
eldest daughter, which afflicted the Emperor as much
as if he had been her own father.

All these things terminated, the Emperor left
Worms, and for the eighth time, taking the Rhine
route, he returned for the seventh time to the Nether-
lands, where he found the Queen of Hungary his
sister at Louvain, and from thence he proceeded to
Brussels, where he received the news of the death of

advertidos, se teve contudo tal modo, que a fama que corria niio foi
per elles corda.

* Lhe fez hira breve e serra prattica.

+ No mesma lugar se fez hum colloquio & cerca dos modos, que
poderia haver para remedio destas differencas.
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near the Protestant camp. Although bridges of
boats had been established for crossing the river,
and although the fords were better known than when
they first arrived, the passage was nevertheless so’
difficult .(a,nd there were still other rivers to cross on
the other side), that if the enemy had entertained
any great desire to fight, they might have done so on
that day with great advantage :* therefore, it may be
said, without knowing the motives that guided them,
that this may be counted as the fifth error which
they committed.t

The Emperor, finding that the Protestants would
not move, advanced in good order to the camp, which
was on the Danube, between Donauwerth and Hastat.
Those who occupied it abandoned it, and the inhabit-
ants of Hastat brought the keys of their city to the
Emperor, who, on the following day, advanced on
Dillingen, which followed the example of Hastat.
He then established himself near Laubingen, a do-
main belonging to Duke Otho Henry of Bavaria,
where there were four German detachments, and,
that evening, they showed an intention of defending
themselves.

The Emperor, having been informed that the

* Que se 08 enemigos tiveram grande vontade de pelejar, elles o
.poderam fazer neste dia com grande ventagem sua.

t Pelo que se pode julgar, sem saber as causas que a isto os
moveram, se posse esta contar pols quinta falta ou erro que elles
eommetteram. :
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preceding night, and offered to point it out to them.
Their Majesties sent him on to the General; and
whilst their Majesties and Duke Maurice were eating
a mouthful,* they sent forward a strong body of
matchlock-men to open the ball as soon as the fog
-cleared.t

As soon as the fog cleared off the enemy dis-
covered what they had not yet seen; for they fan-
cied that the troops which had arrived at the bank
of the stream they had seen were not more nu-
merous than those which they had seen the evening
before, and of which they made no account. But
as soon as they recognised what they had by no
means expected, they immediately commenced taking
down their tents and flags, mounting their horses,
and placing themselves in marching order. They
moreover sent their pontoon boats down the river in
the direction of Torgau and Wittenberg, towns which
belonged to John Frederick of Saxony, thinking
thereby to save them.

Their Majesties had already left the village, where
they had breakfasted, to give the necessary orders.
Some Hungarians, light horse, and mounted mus-
keteers, were ordered in all haste opposite Torgau;
and when they arrived there a skirmish ensued, in
which the troops at Torgau sent them some volleys

* Temiam hum bocado. .
+ Paraque, tanto que a nevoa caisse, comegassem a festa.
L
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in safety. They must know best what induced them
to do this.*

The enemy having abandoned the river to the
Emperor, he was eagerly entreated to allow the
cavalry to cross and pursue them. But, considering
that it was by his determination and advice that the
army had been led there, he replied that he had not
acted thus to receive an insult, but rather, with God’s
blessing, he hoped to obtain the honour of victory.t
He held this language because the enemy was as
strong as he was in cavalry, and had moreover five
to six thousand infantry with artillery, which His
Majesty could not have so promptly at hand, as a
little time was requisite to throw over the‘bridge,
which was too short for so broad a river; and whilst
this was being done, the Emperor sent one of the
principal personages of the army } to the other bank,
with the express order to inform him as soon as the
enemy was a short league distant from the river.
For he was convinced (taking into consideration the
impediments occasioned to their march by the
Hungarians and the light horse) that that distance
was not too great, after effecting the passage, to
come up with them. If, on the contrary, they

* Elles devem saber o que 0s moveo a fazer isto.

+ Mas considerando que por sua determinagid e parecer tinha la
levado o exercito, respondeo que niio fizera isto para receber affronta,
antes entendia com o favor de Deus alcangar a honra da victoria.

} Algta pessoa principal,

L3
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with the cavalry he had with him. Consequently he
ordered his General to advance and reconnoitre the
enemy’s position and movements. The latter found
them such that at the entrance of a wood (where
their infantry were posted in good order with some
artillery) he charged with Duke Maurice and the
vanguard. The enemy’s horse were broken, and
carried disorder among the infantry, and those who
escaped took to flight. As, owing to the swamp,
their Majesties could not keep the main body in
that order which they had maintained in the open
country, they were obliged to follow the vanguard,
which they did to keep up the habitual order, and
to serve as a reinforcement and support if required.
The enemy was pursued for nearly a good German
mile ; and when their Majesties pulled up, they were
informed that Duke John Frederick had been taken
prisoner. The Duke of Alba having returned from
the pursuit (it lasted the whole night and a portion of
the following day), the Emperor charged him to seek
out John Frederick, and the Duke of Alba brought
him and presented him. The Emperor entrusted
him to the watchful custody of the said Duke, with
an escort of soldiers sufficient to guard him in safety.
Duke Ernest of Brunswick was also brought as a
prisoner to His Majesty, and handed over to the
same custody. These orders having been given,
their Majesties, with the troops which they could
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reassemble, and which were returning from the pur-
suit, started on their return to the camp, which was
on the other side of the river, and on their way they
met the infantry and light artillery, which had fol-
lowed them as rapidly as was possible. They were
entrusted with the care of the chariots and baggage
which had remained on the road, and after having
marched three more good German leagues, the
bridge was crossed, and the camp reached about
midnight. This occurred on April 24.
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CHAPTER X.

Siege of Wittenberg. — The Town capitulates. — Surrender of other
Towns, — Duke Maurice is appointed Elector. — War in Bohemia.
— Convocation of a Diet. — Submission of the Elector of Saxony
and of the Landgrave of Hesse. — Mutiny amongst the Imperial
Troops. — Disturbances in Italy. — Conspiracy of Fiesco.— The
States of the Empire submit to the Council. —Revolution at
Placentia. — Charles’s Nephew is appointed King of Bohemia. —
The Emperor returns to the Netherlands. )

HEIR Majesties remained two days in the camp.
On the third day they left for Torgau, which at

once threw open its gates to the Emperor. During the
march, all the flags and standards taken in the battle
were presented to him. Their Majesties continuing
their march, pitched their camp opposite Wittenberg,
where they received the news of the defeat, near
Bremen, of Duke Henry of Brunswick. The siege
of Wittenberg took place in the usual' manner. The
Elector Margrave of Brandenburg proceeded to the
Emperor, and negotiations were commenced for an
arrangement, as well on the part of John Frederick
of Saxony, as on that of his wife'and children, who
were inside the town; and the result of these nego-
tiations was, that the town capitulated. ~Other towns
also surrendered, others were demolished, all accord-
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a general conference of the Deputies of the Empire.
He resolved upon the convocation of a Diet, and for
that purpose he left for Halle in Saxony, where he
was received with complete obedience. During this
journey a deputation arrived from the inhabitants
of Bohemia, requesting from the Emperor, and also
from the King his brother, the necessary troops and
means to pacify that kingdom: this the Emperor
granted at a later period.

Before the departure of the Emperor from Wit-
tenberg, certain conditions or offers of reconciliation
and amende honorable had been proposed by the
Electors of Saxony and of Brandenburg, in the name
of the Landgrave of Hesse ; but the Emperor rejected
them, because they were of too general a nature and
offered little importance or guarantee.* Another
document was then submitted to him, which, after
having been approved by the same Electors and by
the Landgrave, was examined by the Emperor, who
accepted it to content all parties.} The conditions
having been ratified by all parties concerned, the
Landgrave of Hesse waited upon His Majesty in the
town of Halle, where he admitted his error, and did
act of obedience as he ought to do.f The Emperor

* Per serem musto geraes, e de pouca emportancia e seguranra,

1 E bem visto e considerado de Sua Magestade polos contentar a
todos o quis arreitar.

$ Eseguindo a disposicdd delle sendo per todos ratificado, o ditto
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for them,* they mutinied amongst themselves,
nation against nation, and differences arose which it
was no easy task to settle. Nevertheless, the Em-~
peror regulated all, and established such good order
that, having found the time and means to separate
them, he assigned them different habitations, so that
all differences and all the causes of disturbance van-
ished. Having done this, the Emperor started for
Niiremberg, and, according to the intentions spoken
of above, he convoked a Diet at Augsburg.

After these two great victories, which God, in His
boundless goodness, designed to grant to the Em-
peror,}t he received from various countries a great
number of embassies, and some brought him ex-
Ppressions of congratulation which by no means came
from the heart.} In fact, the machinations which
were then discovered, before and afterwards; the
agitation which manifested itself at Naples; the
conspiracy of Count Fiesco at Genoa; the isolated
movements, caused perhaps by foreign intrigue,
which broke out at Sienna, and other events al-
ready mentioned, sufficed to indicate the existence

* Como he cousa ordinaria entre os soldados, que quando estdo
ociosos, buscam em que se empregar, nio tendo o Emperador cousa
em que 08 occupar.

+ Estas duas tio grandes victorias alcangadas, que Deus foi servido
por sua immensa condade de dar apEmperador.

t Algis lhe mandaram dar os parabems, que estavam bem peza-
0803,
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weakened by it that he suffered from ita long time
after his arrival. Before he was perfectly convalescent,
he made his proposition to the Diet, to take into
consideration a remedy for the affairs which were
brought before it, and which all tended to the service
of God, to the welfare, tranquillity, and union of
Germany, and to its defence against whomsoever
should dare to attack it.* The Diet had already
commenced its sittings when the King of the Romans
arrived, who had succeeded in subjecting Bohemia
to obedience to him. The Queen dowager of Hungary
arrived a little later at the same city of Augsburg, on
divers matters upon what she had to settle at this time.
After the jaundice, the Emperor had an attack of
the gout; and although it was not so general as his
previous attacks, he suffered from it at various
intervals and divers parts, so that it lasted till the
spring of 1548. This was his fourteenth attack;
and, in the spring, to hasten his convalescence, he
took a concoction of China-wood.}

During the Imperial Diet of Augsburg various
hostile machinations were set on foot, tending to
prevent the good results alluded to higher up.f In

* Para que se tratasse do remedio das cousas nella contendas, as
quaes todas eram encaminhados ao servigo de Deus, bem, tranquilli
dode, e uniad de Germania, e defensid contra o8 que a quiessem
_offender.

+ Saxifrax (?).

{ Duruado a ditta dieta imperial, ouve alghas pratticas todas
contrarias e para impedir o bem effeito do que arima se trattou.
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conditions. The governor of the state of Milan
accepted, in the name of His Majesty, the proposi-
tions made to him, before anyone could enter the
Duchy of Placentia. The Emperor, from the reasons
mentioned, and also to preserve and guard the rights
of the Empire,* ratified and confirmed that treaty.

Despite all this, and despite the machinations
alluded to above, suitable measures were taken at
the Diet of Augsburg, to attain the object of its
meeting ; and, as regards religion, a regulation was
adopted, which was to be observed until the Council
at Trent should have pronounced itself.}

At the same time the German soldiers who formed
the Emperor’s body-guard mutinied. This produced
more scandal than danger,} as, on investigating the
cause of the mutiny, it was found that it was to be
attributed to the interests of some isolated individuals
rather than to the ill-will of the soldiers.

The Diet adopted all the resolutions that it could,§
and as it had been sitting a long time, the Emperor,
on the advice of the King his brother, and of the

* Polas causas dittas, e tamben por conserva e guardar o direito
do Imperio.

+ Nio obstante tudo isto e as pratticas dantes dittas, se trattou na
ditta dietta o que convinha para o effeito e fim polo qual se ajuntars,
e quanto a religifo, hum modo de viver atee que o concilio se cele-
brasse em Trento.

t Que foi causa de maior scandalo que de perigo.

§ E tendo se concluido nella o quo entao se pode concluir

1548
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holds of Wiirtemberg, and after having withdrawn
the troops which had been sent to Augsburg. Hav-
ing thus provided for the welfare and good order
of public affairs,* he took the road to Ulm, from
which city he also withdrew the garrison, taking a
portion of it with him. He then took the direction
of Spires, by the Rhine to Cologne. This was the
ninth time that he made this journey, and the eighth
time he visited the Netherlands.

The Emperor found the Queen his sister at Lou-
vain, from which city he proceeded to Brussels, to
look after his own affairs as well as to attend to
those of his States of the Netherlands.

* Deixando a republica bem provida e ordenada.
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