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P R E F A C E .

W « E »  any one offers his own Memoirs 
to the world, it is very natural to ailc what 
are his claims to the notice of the Public ? 
To this the Author of the following ilieets can 
juftly reply, that perhaps there exifts not an­
other individual who has been fo much the 
play-thing of Fortune as himfelf; and he can 
boldly add, that few have been fo unjuftly 
calumniated. With ihame he acknowledges 
that there have been parts of his life he can 
neither juftify, nor means to defend ; but tins 
Work, the truth of which reils not upon his 
own teilimony only, but upon that of cha- 
racfters whom fufpicion itfelf would not dare 
to doubt, will prove that his life has been, by 
no means, a feries of difgraces.

Such



- I

m
u

‘J

» li i

: /  r

VI P R E F A C E .
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Such as it has really been, he lays it before 
the world, ready to receive from the impartial 
voice of the Public that praife or that cenfure 
to which he may be found entitled.

To the republic of letters he feels the nc- 
ceffity of apologizing for any inaccuracies 
which may be found in the compoiition. Born 
a foldier, though happy in an excellent edu­
cation, 'the profeilion of arms engaged his en­
tire foul; fomething muft, therefore^ be al­
lowed for the production of one no way in the 
habit of writing beyond private correfpon- 
dence or military orders. Beiides, ever ac- 
cuftomed to execute his ideas with rapidity, 
he confeifes his want of patience to touch, re­
touch, and ponder, words and fyllables; but 

.though his periods may want that harmonious 
chime which amufes the car, they ihall never 
be deficient in truth and candour.

The many exalted charadlers whofe names 
are introduced in this work, will, the Author 
truils, excufe the freedom he has ufcd with 
them ; he has, indeed, had the honour of 
ilanding by their fides in the held of battle 
and in the drawing-room j and he hopes, that

not

ft' .!l,

i J .



P R E F A C E . Vll

A«

:n:

not one of them will be ailiamed of appearing 
along with him on paper.

In ibme parts he has, however, fupprelled 
circumftances which, though highly honour­
able to himfelf, are neverthelefs improper for 
publication; but when his readers refled;, as 
he hopes they will have the goodnefs to do, 
that he has been entrufted with important 
Rate fecrets, by the moft potent Princes in 
the world, they would, he is fure, confider 
him as far loft to all honour, indeed, ihould 
he fuffer them to efcape him, merely to gra- 
iify his own vanity.

Finally, ihould any material fadt be mif^ 
tated, which may eafily happen to any one 
who writes from memory only, he will rea- 
dily and thankfully reftify his miftake on 
being informed of it. O f thofe defpicable 
fcnblers, who, without knowledge of him or 
his hiftory, have dared to publilh their anony­
mous libels, he ftiall, at prefent, take very 
httle notice; though, perhaps, fome future
day he may recompence them as they de- 
ierve.

ah-





C O N T E N T S ,

C H A P .  I.

T H E  author’s birth, education, and military dehut in 
America in 1775-— Return to England in 1777.— Ren­
contre with the well known Mrs. Gooch.— Goes to 
Line in Flanders.— Adventure there, which obliged 
him to go to Xournay, the frontier town of the em-

. —  p. I

C H A P ,  II.

Goes to BrulTels.— Interview with Mr. Fitzherbert, now 
Lord St. Helens— Leaves BrufTels, and accompanies 
the army of Frederic the Great, and the Emprefs Queen 
o f Hungary to the field.— Returns through Holland to 
England.— Marries.-^Goes to France; and from thence, 
at the inilan.ee of the Duchefs of Kingfton, to Ruffia.
— Adventure at Riga in Livonia.— His arreft there.__
Goes to St. Peteriburg, and is introduced to Prince Po­
temkin and the Em prefs.-Curious particulars of the 
Duchefs of K .’s family —  __ ^

C H A P .  IIL

The author performs his miffion to Dantzic, and return­
ing is met by a meiTenger to haften his journey__ Ar^

 ̂ rives
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C O  N T E N T S .

rives at St. Peteriburg, and is ordered to wait the Em- 
prefs’s dlfpatches.-The Duchefs of Kmgfton s con- 
d u a— Determines to remove his family to Narva, on 
account of the Duchefs’s tyrannical dilpofition.-Leaves 
the capital, with permiffion to go to the I ^ c  e s 
houfe.— Laws refpeaing travellers in Ruffia.-Quarre 
with the Duchefs.-Removes his family to Narva, and

 ̂ __ p, 14
fets out for Chenon

C H A P .  IV.  ,

The author arrives at Cherfon, and delivers his difpatcEes 
to Prince Potem kin.-A n exprefs arrives from the Du- 
chefs of Kingfton complaining of him to the Prince,

, which is received, and anfwered in a very mortifying 
manner.—^ome account of Cherfon.—T he Corfe  ̂ Ex- 
pulfes, a corps of them given to the author to organize. 
—Aftoniihing atchievement of the Emprefs in building 
fliips.—Mode of launching and navigating them down the 
river Nieper.— Admiral Mackenzie and Captain Taite.
—Military arrangements.—Mutiny among the Corfes

_ — p. 22
Expuljes

C H A P .  V .

Improvements in the Ruffian army by the au th o r.-R e-
marks on military uniforms.—Ruffian peafants. e-
marks on the proper ufe of the bayonet in exercife.-A
refutation of an anonymous libeller.—1  he aut or, a-
ving completed the organization of the Corf.cans, fets
off to the army in the C rim ea.-H is flattering reception.
—Charader of the commanders Potemkin and bu-
warrow.—Ruffian foldiers, their charafter and har-

p. 25
dinefs •

C H A P.
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c h a p , V I.

M r. Fitzherbert, now Lord St. Helens, arrives at St. Pe- 
terfburgh.— The author fent from Karazu-bazar to Ac- 
tiare, where he again meets Admiral Mackenzie.— 
Vifits a curious old building there.— Mackenzie and he 
receive prefents from fome of the Tartar Chiefs.— Re­
turns to head-quarters, and has a narrow efcape.— Po­
temkin retires to Krementchuck on account of his 
health.— T h e arrival of a Circailian Prince there as hof- 
tage.— Plain where the battle of Pultowa was fought.— 
Splendour o f the Viceroy of Mofcow.— Anecdotes of 
Potehakin, the Emprefs Catharine, and other remarkable 
perfons.— The author prepares to leave Ruiliaj quits the 
Ruffian fervice, and fails for Copenhagen p. 36

r
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C H A P .  V II.

The author arrives at Copenhagen juft after the revolution
there.— Anecdotes of the King of Denmark__ Goes to
Pruffia.— Ceremony of entering Potfdam.— Frederic the 
Great’s mode of receiving reports.— W aits on Comte
de Goertz.— Etiquette of prefentation to the King.___
Meets feveral diftingulihed charaders.— T he Heredita­
ry Prince’s apartments defcribed.— Receives permiffion 
from the King to attend his manoeuvres.— Prefented to 
the Queen, at the palace of Shoen Haufen, near Berlin.
■ Accompanies the Prince on fome private expeditions. 
— Is ordered to leave Potfdam,— The order revoked next 
day.— Defcription of Potfdam.— Defcriptions and anec­
dotes of F rederic the Great.— Excellence of the Pruffian 
troops —  —. ^2.

b 2 CH A P.
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C H A P .  V III.

The author leaves Pruiha and returns to Denmark. Sets 
out for England, where he arrives in December 1784.—  
Frequently vifits the Continent in the courfe of the two 
following years.— Befpeaks a travelling poft-chaife of 
M r. Lycet.— Mr. Lycet, not being able to arreft him 
for the D E B T ,  twelve months after the delivery of the 
carrias;e, proceeds c r i m i n a l l y  againft him.7 I he un-̂  
happy confequences.— Sends a model of a faddle and ac­
coutrement to the King of Pruffia.— Obtains his par­
don, and goes to France.— Forms an intimacy with 
fome of the moit diftinguiibed charadbers there.— Pro­
ceedings of the Convention, and anecdotes of the per- 
fons principally concerned in the maflacre of the King, 
with the proceiiion to his trial r— P* ^7

C H A P .  IX .I i
The Convention orders that the decree pronouncing the 

King’s death ihould be made known to him within twen­
ty-four hours__ His counfellors refufed admiffion to him.
— His fentence announced to him.— Proceedings the 
evening previous to his execution.— The author attends 
at the Temple with General Beriiyer.— Santerre s bru­
tal behaviour at the Temple the morning of the K ing ’s
death.__The Queen and Royal Family refufed to fee the
King, by the Commiflaries, with an explanation of the 
reafon.— Santerre’s fpeech to his Majefty when be came 
to fetch him, not related by Clery.— More brutality of 
Santerre.— A man murdered for pitying the K ing.—  
Preparations at the place of execution.— The King^s 
behaviour, and the involuntary refpedl paid to him.—  
1‘Tew infults of Santerre.— The K ing’s death and 

t>urial '—  P* ^4
CHAP.
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C H A P .  X .

Santerre fends a letter to the Convention, announcing the 
K ing’s death, which the Prefident declined reading 
aloud.— The city ovcrvvhelmed v/ith forrow.— The au­
thor fends an account of the King’s death to London.__
Reiblves to leave France, and receives a paiTport for
that purpofe.— In danger of being ariefted as a fpy__
Makes his efcape from Paris.— Paifes feVeral garrifon 
towns by flratagem, and reaches BrufTels.— Difficulty 
of palling the Cordon̂  and the method he took to avoid 
Antwerp^ where Durfiour'ier then was.— Arrives at
Hoogftraten.— Stops for refreihment at Baal-Hertog.___
Reaches Bois le Due.— Propofes an enterprize which is 
approved, and occafions him to go to tPe Hague.—Re­
turns with power to carry his plan into execution p. 95

C H A P .  X L

Change in the operations of the French, which defeats the 
author’s plan.— He goes to cut off fome forage belong­
ing to the French, in the vicinity of Alphen.__Per-
fedlly fucceeds.— Employs a Fold fti-atagem to recon­
noitre Breda.— Finds the Duke Frederic of Brunfwic 
juft leaving Bois le Due, and follows him to the village 
of Oofterwyk.— Without time to reft or take refreih­
ment, diipatched to Saxe Coburg.— Is prefent at the 
memorable battle o f St. Tronde, which laftcd three 
days.— The defperate taking of Ooftmaal.— Account 
o f the battle, with an anecdote of the Archduke.— 
Returns to the Duke of Brunfwic, after a moft extra­
ordinary journey of fatigue and danger.—-Without ftop- 
piiigj proceeds to the Hague, and gives a defeription of 
the battle to the Stadtholder —1 p. ic6

b 3 CH A P.
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C H A P .  X II .

The author fent for to court next morning, and forced to 
go dirty as he came from his journey.— Returns to 
Duke F. of Brunfwicy— Capitulation of Breda.— Saxe 
Coburg’s great ailions.— Thofe excite fufpicions in the 
Convention, who fent to recal Dumourier.— Dumou- 
rier fends the Commiffaries, and his intended fucceflbr, 
Bournonville, prifoners to Saxe Coburg.— The author 
arrives at Saxe Coburg’s head-quarters.— Dumourier 
dcferts, with feveral others.— The author returns to 
Duke F. of Brunfwic at Bois le Due.— Finds the Duke 
indifpofed.— Receives a moft extraordinary and honour­
able commiilion in the Dutch fervice at the Hague.-— 
Returns to Bois*le Due, and prepares to take the field, 
— Is fent on political bufinefs to Brufiells.— Is induced 
to leave that army, and go to the army of the Upper 
Rhine.— Situation of the army, and charadlers o f the 
Generals.— The King of Pruifia leaves the field.— The 
reigning Duke of Brunfwic fucceeds him.— The au­
thor’s diftreiled fituation,— Retires to a fmall town in 
the interior —  —  —  P* 123

,'E C H A P .  X III.

The author’s affair with Mrs. S.— Charadler of Col. S.—» 
■' T he author fets out for Augiburg in Suabia, accompa­

nied by Mrs. S.— Becomes acquainted with Baron 
, D ’Ompteda.— Reaches Augiburg.— Suddenly arrefted 

there, on the requifition of the Baron D ’Ompteda.—  
i he Baron arrives at Augiburg, and makes fome vague 
general charges.— Demands all the author’s papers in the 
name of his Britannic M ajcfty.— The author writes to

Mr.

'Tl A»
s



C O N T E N T S . XV

xMr. Dundas.—W as extremely well treated.during his 
confinement.— Receives a letter from Mr. Walpole, 
with an official denial on the part of the Britiih govern­
ment, of any knowledge of the tranfaefion. Decree of 
the Senate of Augiburg.— Remarks on the decree of the 
Senate,— Kind behaviour of Mr. Walpole _ p- ^33

C H A P .  X IV .

More accounts of the nature of the author’s confinement.
__Finds means to convey a letter to the Duke Frederic
of Brunfwic.— Receives a letter from that great General 
in the moil flattering terms.— Receives indulgences 
from the magiilrates.— Writes a letter to Baron D Omp- 
teda.— Copy of it.— The Baron rather chufes to fit down 
difgraced, than to give the fatisfiiaion required.— Goes 
to Manheim.— A  droll manoeuvre there.— Receives a 
bayonet wound.—^Proceeds to Cologne and Aix-la-Cha- 
pelle, where he finds Colonel S. has been bullying in his 
abfence.— Goes to Holland, hears the fame accounts, 
but cannot find the Colonel.— Arrives in England, 
where the Colonel has been more loud; feeks him by 
every ilratagem, and in every place, but in vain p. 149

. C H A P. X V .

The author’ s reafons for returning to England.— He waits 
on the Miniilers v/ith fome propofals which are rejeâ;ed, 
— Becomes involved in another misfortune. Is about 
to proceed to the Continent, and put back by a ilorm. • 
Apprehended and taken to Bow-ilreet. Repeated ex­
aminations there.— Ridiculous charges made againfl: 

 ̂ him.— Would have been difeharged but for Mr. Flood,
__Is tried, and convidled, but retains many valuable

b 4 friends.
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friends.—Mr. Burke’s friendly interference; copies of 
letters from him.—Mr. Bofwell, with one of his letters.
■—Remarks of the author’s friends —> P-15 5

C H A P .  X V I.

The author remains two year^ a prifoner in Newgate.-— 
Begins to entertain hopes that he will not be font away. 
•—The rneriffs attempt to fend him away in an abrupt 
manner.— His defpair and its confequences.— Reflec­
tions on this a(fIion, and the conduit of the iherifFs.— 
Sent down to Portfrnouth.'—Receives the kindeft treat­
ment from Mr. Dyne, contraaor for tranfports.— Em­
barks on board the Lady Shore.—.Finds the fhip in a 
Hate of mutiny.— Different inftances of the mutinous 
behaviour of the foldiers of the N ew S. Wales corps. 
— Pufillanimity of their officers —  P« ^75

C H A P .  X V II .

Mutinous proceedings at Portfrnouth.— The Chief Mate 
makes a complaint to General Pitt.— Sail for Torbay. 
•—The mutineers difturb the Captain in muftering his 
men.— Captain Wilcocks complains to General Fox,
who tranfmits his letter to the Duke of Portland__
Lieutenant Colonel Grofe, the Commander of the New 
South Wales corps, fent to infped them.—-The fhips 
receive damage from a ilorm, and are obliged to go in­
to harbour.— The Lady Shore fails, after the Captain 
had addrefl'cd the Minifter on the fituation of the troops,
to which the author alio added his teftimony.__T he
troops increafe in mutiny and difobedience p. 185

C H A P.



C O N T E N T S . X V ll

C H A P . X V TIL

The Lady Shore proceeds in fafety almoft to Rio de Ja- 
niero.—The mutiny commences.—Enfign Minchin re- 
fufes to aft.—The Captain mortally wounded.—The 
author endeavours to perfuade the officers of the troops 
to rally, but in vain.—He offers a variety of prafticable 
plans, but without effeft.—At the inftance of the Cap­
tain and Minchin, the author enters into a treaty with 
the mutineers.—Minchin m.akes his fubmiffion, and the 
ihip is given up.—The officers who hid themfelves 
brought to light.—The Captaiffs death.—The author 
wiihes to leave the mefs, but at the folicitation of the 
officers, continues with them. The officers endeavour 
to procure a boat from the mutineers to cany them to 
Rio Grande.—The author’s ftratagem to procure leave 
for himfelf and the Purfer to go in the boat p, 192

C H A P .  XIX.

The officers and fome others are allowed the boat.—The 
author procures leave for a boy committed to the Cap/- 
tain’s care to go with them.—Obtains a knowledge of 
the ihip’s place by a ilratagem.—They embark, after 
being fearched for money.—Enfign Minchin’s conduft 
and good luck.—The boat fcts fail, and meets with a 
terrible gale.—She is near loft in the breakers as ihe ap­
proached the coaft.—Thofe on board forced to throw* 
their trunks overboard ; vv’hen, in the utmoft diftrefs, 
they fee a boat coming towards them. They make the 
harbour, and are hofpitably received.—Minchm refufes 
the Purfer and Mr. Murchifon any affiftance.—They 
fend a report of their fituation to the Governor-GcneraL

•—Are
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— Are fent for to Port St. Pedro, where they are hof- 
pitably received.—Their fplendid entertainment by the 
Governor-General.—A fécond report made, in which, 

- as well as the firft, the author did not join.—Hofpi- 
• tality of the Commandant.—^The author is prefented 

with a fword by the Governor-General p. 207

C H A P .  XX.

News comes of the Lady Shore being brought into Mon­
te Video on the Rio da Plata.—Enfign Minchin and the 
Purfer fend each a report to the Spaniih Governor.—  
Enfign Prater’s behaviour to the author, and the con- 
fequences of it.—Prater, who was in diigrace, again 
admitted to the General’s table, at the author’s inter- 
cefiion.—Defcription of the Province of Rio Grande, 
the manners of the inhabitants, and their uncommon 
hofpitality.—Scandalous behaviour of the Engliih fol- 
dlers.— A child of one of the Engljih foldiers chriftened 
at Port St. Pedro.—The Governor and a lady of dif- 
tindlion iland fponfors.—The author and his companions 
prepare to leave Rio Grande.—Detained by contrary 
winds.—T he mode of catching wild cattle in that 
country.—The author refolves to go over land to Rio 
Janeiro, and obtains the Governor’s leave for that pur- 
pofe.—The fame favour refufed to Mr. Minchin p. 222

C H A P .  XXI.

The author prepares for his journey, accompanied by Mr. 
Black, Richards a boy, a Brazilian fervant, two dra­
goons, and two Indians.—Set out, and lay the firft night 
at Tropa Velha, where the country begins to grow 
fertile.—Elegant entertainment there.—Dine at the hut

o f

> • # .-f ‘ V .'ll .S-



nr,

m
r-

m
' 1 

; l> *

'■.’.r-

f -
I
S-
tl .

C O N T E N T S . xi^

of a poor farmer.—Sleep at the houfe of an officer of 
auxiliary dragoons, where the entertainment is magni­
ficent.—Remarkable fituation of Moiftardio.—Manner 
of marking horfes on the royal farms.—Dexterity of the 
Indians in the ufe of two very fingular weapons.—A 
merry prank played on a farmer.—Torres, a fort on the 
frontiers of the province of Rio Grande, defeription of 
i t ;  vaft number of feals there.—Brazilian Cavalry.— 
Chara£Ier of the inhabitants of Rio Grande.—Farinha, 
a root ufed as a fubftitute for bread.—^Difficulty in croît- 
ing a large river.—A curious old Frenchman.—Extra­
ordinary mode of fiihing.—Mountains near Laguna. > 
Part with their former guides.—From Laguna the 
road towards St. Catharine’s very bad.—Stop at a whale 
fifhery, and next day arrive at St. Catharine’s p. 236

C H A P .  XXII.

Arrival at St. Catharine’s ; honourably received there.— 
The Portuguefe fleet from Rio de Janeiro laying in the 
road of St. Catharine’s, the author’s arrival is announced 
to the Admiral.—Superb ceremony at the Admiral’s 
landing.—Charafter of the troops there.—The curious 
manner in which the Indians ride.—The author meets 
with an old acquaintance.—Is moft kindly treated by the 
Admiral.—He and Mr. Black go to dine with the Ad­
miral, and vifit the other Captains.—They pafs their 
their time in every pleafure.—The fail for Rio de Janei­
ro.—The author is treated with much diftini^ion by the 
Admiral.—He prefents his letters to the Adjutant-Ge­
neral and the Viceroy.—The perfidy of iLnfjgn Min- 
chin, who gets into difgrace for it.—Minchin and Pra­
ter make application to the Viceroy to be paid as in

England,
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England, which is refiifed.—The author refufes to te^ 
reive any money.—'Ehey prepare ta depart, and the 
author is fent on board the Ulyfles.—Mr. Murchifon and
Mr. Black embark on board two South-fea whalers.__
All, e x c e p t the author, o rdered  on b o ard .—Enfrgn Min- 
ch in ’ s hum orous em b arkatio n  u P* 2 5 9

C H A P .  X X Ili.'

Defeription of the town of Rio de Janeiro.—Military 
eilabliiliment there.—Uncommonly fine mulatto regi­
ment of militia.—Produce ot the country.—Deferip­
tion of tlie port.—The author fails from thence from 
thence for Bahia de Todos os Santos.—Meets with an
honourable reception from the Governor.__W rites to
Enfign Minchin.—The effea: of his letter__Minchin
requeiis to be left behind.—Refeues Drummond from an 
attack made upon him by Prater and fome of his com­
panions.—Laughable adventure with a taylor.__Has a
fracas with a Portuguefe gentleman.—Is attacked by af- 
faifins at night-time.—Characler of the inhabitants of
Bahia de Todos os Santos— Defeription of the place.__
The author prevails with the Admiral to allow Minchin 
to remain behind— Singular theft on board one of the
ihips of vvar.-The fleet fails for Europe, and arrives at
Liibon __ ^—  — p. 276

N

C H A P .  XXIV.

The author arrives at Liibon, writes to the Mlnifters, and 
offers to flirrender himfelf— Is arrelied.—Applies to the 
Conful-General for Madeira, who can obtain no fatisfac- 
tory anfwer from the Intendant of Police._H e learns 
at length that his confinement is owing to the quarrels

in
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in Brazil.—Is fuddenly removed at midnight to a houfe 
at Belem.—Is lent on board a ihip.— Some account of 
the city of Lifboiij and of the manners of the Portu- 
guefe.__The Portuguefc army miferably bad. T. he au­
thor fails for G ibraltar.—Unable to reach that port, they 
make Tangier.—W^ith a Lieutenant and fome of the 
people of the Dorothea, the author gains Gibraltar. The 
parrow efcape of Captain Grey and his lady p, 298

C H A P ,  XXV.

T he  author arrives fafe at Gibraltar.—Is arreiled on ac­
count of the dlfcovery of a confpiracy there. Lif- 
charged from confinement.—Extraordinary exertions of 
Earl St. Vincent.—The author arrives at Tangier, 
where he is moil kindly treated by the Conful-General.
<—Refolves to wait there for the Duke of Portland s or­
ders.—Defcription of Tangier.—Manner of building 
houfes there.—The gaiety occafioned by the prefence of 
the Confuls.—Mofques.—Gates of the town.—Abje^ 
Bate of the Jews.—Charailer of the Moors—Their 
funerals.—Mooriih troops.'—Their arms.—Their hories. 
_ X h e ir  cavalry.—Remark on hones’ bits. Their 
evolutions.— Surprifed that any one could perform their 
manoeuvres on a plain faddle.—The Mooriih mode of 
ihoeing horfes.—The author procures a horfe to be ilioed 
in the European faihion.—Barbarous manner of failen- 
ing horfes in the liable,—Manner of travelling in Bar 
bary —  — P* 3^7

C H A P .  XXVI.

Treatment of Chriilian flaves in Barbary.— The author
receives notice pf the demand of the Britiih Court for

his
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his furrender.—Complies with it, and fails for GibraU
—His letter to the Governor, and the anfwer.__

Sails for Liibon.—Politely received by the Britiih offi­
cers ihere.—Writes to the Britiili Envoy and Mr. M ur­
ray, with their anfwers.——Sails for Portfmouth.— His 
letter to the Duke of Portland.—Sent for to town p. 338
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C H A P .  XXVII.

I 'h e  author arrives in town, is fent to Tothil-fields Bride­
well.—Character of that prifon,—The author’s exploits 
with bailiffs— Conclufion — p. 358
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CHAPTÈR h

^ h e  a u t h o r 's  b i r t h ,  e d u c a t io n ,  a n d  m i l i t a r y  d e b u t  in  

A m e r i c a  in  1775. — R e t u r n  to  E n g l a n d  i n  1777;
— R e n c o n t r e  w i t h  t h e  w e l l  k n o w n  M r s :  G o o c h ,__■
G o e s  to  L i j l e  in  F l a n d e r s — A d v e n t u r e  t h e r e ,  w h i c h  

o b l i g e d  h im  to  g o  to  F o u r n a y ^  t h e  f r o n t i e r  t o w n  o f  

t h e  e m p i r e .

A m o n g  the throng of fcfibbjers, who, with­
out any perfonal knowledge of me, or my 
family, have done rne the honour to write my 
hiftory, there is a prodigious variety of aifer- 
tion concerning my parentage. Some have af- 
ferted that my father was a farmer̂  fomè a 
tradefman, fome a clergyman, and fome  ̂ I be­
lieve, will hardly allow me any father at all. 
Had my family no more reafon to be aihamed

® .of



T H E  L I E E  OF

of me than I have of it, I might here produce 
a long roll of honourable and virtuous anceftry: 
fuffice it to fay, that my defcent is too well 
known to every family of diftindion of my 
country to render it neceflary to refute the ca­
lumnies of anonymous libellers.

My education was what J o m e  of my biogra­
phers have condefcended to allow, of the gen- 
teeleft fort; and my friends gave me that en­
couragement which is naturally given to lads of 
parts, an encouragement that too often leads 
into unconquerable habits of expence and diili- 
pation; and a too liberal fupply from my opu­
lent connexions made me equally carelefs and 
extravagant. With the advantage of at lead a 
tolerable figure, great adlivity, and a perfedl 
knowledge of all the polite manly exercifes, I 
very early was initiated into the gay world. 
My ikill in arms introduced me to the moil 
celebrated profeiTors of that art; as a horfeman, 
I likewife received the higheit praifes; and na­
turally gay, fiery, and haughty, my vanity was 
proportioiiably inflated, till it laid the founda­
tion of my fubfequent misfortunes and dif- 
grace.

It would be mere impertinence to take up 
the time of my readers with details of juvenile 
amufements and juvenile amours: and it would 
be downright cruelty to expofe names yet un­

polluted
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MAJOR SEMPLE LISLE.
polluted by the peftilent breath of flander; I 
ihall therefore confine myfelf to obferving, that 
my military d e l^ u t was made in America, in the 
year 1*775, fixteen.

My adventures there were not much varied 
beyond thofe of my brethen of the fame rank. 
I waŝ  however, taken prifoner in 1776; but 
was relieved early in 1777, by Lord Percy, whofe 
retirement from the army his country may juft- 
ly regret, and Sir Peter Parker, then com­
manding at Rhode Ifland. I was foon after 
wounded; and was in confequence fent home 
from New York, in the Bridget of Liverpool, 
Captain Gilbody.

I landed in Ireland, and came from thence 
to Wales and to Bath; where I met with the 
beautiful, but unfortunate, Mrs* Gooch. I 
was in the rooms; but as my wound rendered 
dancing impoilible, a party at picquet was pro- 
pofed, which laid the foundation of a connec­
tion that induced me to retire to Lifle in Flan­
ders. My amour with Mrs. Gooch having been 
related by the lady herfelf, in her Memoirs, 
though not q u i t e  c o r r e S ily ^  I leave as it is: never- 
thelefs, my reader may perhaps fmile With me 
at her boaft of " then, and not till then, I fell,** 
when they are informed that our joint ages did 
not amount to forty.

B 2 Had
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Had ilie not mentioned uncandidly a tranfac- 
tion which I cannot think upon without regret,
I ihould have wiihed it to have been buried in 
eternal filence; I mean where Mr. K. and 
myfelf are reported by her to have ufed unfair 
conduct to a young Iriiliman in a duel. The 
young gentleman, who was about my own age, 
undoubtedly fell; but nothing unfair took 
place: the whole bufinefs paifed in the prefence 
of Mr. D., a refpeiflable inhabitant of London, 
who is yet alive; and him I expedl and entreat 
to expofe me as a villain if there was any foul 
play on my iide. Beiides, if there needs a 
flronger proof of my conduift, I rnyfelf carried 
the unfortunate man to his lodgings, w'here, at 
his own requeif, I remained with him feveral 
hours, till prudence obliged me to provide for 
my own fafety from the effecSlis of the law, by 
leaving Lifle, and retiring to Tournay. The 
procefs was carried on in Mr. K.’s abfence and 
mine; and we were, as Mrs. G. juflly relates, 
hung in effigy, the form of declaring outlawry 
there; a ceremony which I w'as rafli enough to 
come into Lifle to fee; a raihnefs which had 
nearly cofl: me dear, for I was difeovered, and had 
much diihculty to eifeduate my retreat to the 
Imperial territory : and after remaining fomi 
lime at Tournay, I went to Bruifels.

CHAP.

'i'*
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C io e s  to  B r u j e h , — I n t e r v i e w  w i t h  M r .  F i t z h e r h e r t ^  

n o w  L o r d  S t .  H e l e n s . — L e a v e s  B r i i f f e l s ^  a n d  a c ^  

c o m p a n ie s  t h e  a r m y  o f  F r e d e r i c  t h e  G r e a t s  a n d  

t h e  E m p r e f s  ^ l e c n  o f  H u n g a r y  to  t h e  f i e l d .— 
R e t u r n s  t h r o u g h  H o l la J t d  to  E n g l a n d .—M a r r i e s .  

^ G o e s  to  F r a n c e  ; a 7i d f r o m  .t h e n c e y a t  t h e  in f ia n c e  

o f  t h e  D u c h e f s  o f  K in g f io i iy  to  R u ß a . —A d v e n ­

t u r e  a t  R i g a  in  L i v o n i a . — H i s  a r r e f i  t h e r e .— ' 
G o e s  to  S t .  P e t e r l b u r g y  a n d  i s  i n t r o d u c e d  to  P r i n c e  

P o t e m k i n  a n d '  t h e  E m p r e f s . — C u r io u s  p a r t ie u la i^ s  

o f  t h e  D u c h e f s  o f  K . " s  f a m i l y .

A t BruiTels, in the beginning of 1778, I met
with General Lockhart and the Earl of F----- r,
by whom I was prefented to Mr. Fitzherbert, 
now Lord St. Helens, then Refident at that 
court. I remained in Brabant till Frederic the 
Great mvtrched againil Maria Terefa, the Em­
prefs Oueen: I followed thefe armies during 
that little war, which as the Germans them-
felves call the K a r t c ß e l  K r e i g P *  or P o t a t o e  W a r y/
I pafs over as of no importance to my readers. 
I held no coniiderable iituation at that time ; 
but I gained fome experience by obferving the 
manœuvres of the King of Prußia and the cele­
brated Laudhon.

B  3
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THE LIFE OF
In 1779 I returned to England, by the way 

of Holland; and palling immediately again to 
the continent, I met at Harwich with an amia­
ble and accomplilhed young lady, of a highly 
refpedable family, then with her mother and 
filter, going to the Hague: with her I formed 
a connedlion of the tendereil nature, which in 
a lliort time terminated in our marriage, and 
return to Britain. After fojourning fome 
months in London, I went wnth my wife "tp 
France; where I was prefented by her to the 
Duchefs of KingBon. I remained in that 
country fome time; when being folicited by the 
Duchefs to go to Rullia, I confented to follow 
her, as I was obliged, by aifairs of my own, to 
take a circuitous route to Pruifia; from whence 
I went through Courland to Riga, the frontier 
town of the Rufian territory, where I had let­
ters of recommendation to all the principal 
merchants.

At Riga, according to my ufual bufy fate, I 
met with an adventure worth relating, as it, 
perhaps, ferved as the foundation of my future 
fortune in that country. A perfon of the name 
of S a iiv a g C y  a Hanoverian, and who had been 
employed by the Britiili government, during 
the adminifiration of Lord North, to recruit in 
Germany, was then in that city; where he 
paifed tor a Major of the Britilh army, and

wore
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wore the uniform of the Guards. Owing to 
fome improprieties of his condu6l, which I 
coniidered as incompatible with the charadler of 
a Britiih foldier, I found myfelf obliged to call 
upon him for an explanation; which he was not 
only unable to give, but behaved with fuch in- 
folence that I was reduced to appeal to the mi­
litary judicature of the fvvord. His wife, who 
was in an inner apartment, (for this happened 
in a large anti-chamber at an inn,) hearing 
what was going forward, fprung out; and, with 
all the fury of a tygrefs, entangled me in a no 
very loving embrace. Swords being already 
drawn, there was no time to trifle; fo, fpme- 
what roughly difengaging myfelf from the la­
dy’s arms, I beckoned her huiband into the 
ftreet, and fairly locked her into the room. I 
was making the befl: of my way to the ramparts, 
when he told me there was a fhorter cut; on 
which I followed him till he flopped oppofite 
a guard, when, without further ceremony, 
he began to roar out for afliftance. I went 
home to my inn, where I bad not long been 
when the Deputy-Governor, (who commanded 
in the abfence of the Governor-General of Li­
vonia, Brown,) fent a guard for me, at the in- 
ilance of the Fort-Major, ŵ ho was a country­
man of Sauvage’s. The officer of the guard 
ailed with great politenefs; and took my word

B '4 that
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that I would attend at the Governor’s houfe: I 
went accordingly, and found the Lieutenants 
Governor talking with fome officers in the yard? 
His behaviour to oie was rude, which did pot 
produce any excefs of politenefs on niy fide; 
he did not take off his hat to me, and I refufed 
to do fo to him; in fine, without any examina­
tion had, I was put under an arreft.

My recommendations to the Britiili mer­
chants had been of the firongeft kind; and they 
no fooner heard of my adventure, than they 
offered and became my fecurities until the Go­
vernor-General, who was daily exposed, ftiould 
return. I  then fent off an exprefs to the 
Duchefs of Kingfion, at her feat near Narva ip 
Livonia; and Sauvage’s wife fet off in perfop 
for St. Peteriburgh.

The Lieutenant-Governor, finding me fo re- 
peclably fupported, and that I was provided 
with the neceffary pafiports for entering the 
country, made little objeciljpn to leaving me af 
large in the town until the Governor-General 
fhould return. Mrs. Sauvagc, who ip 'the 
fcuffle had received fome flight hurt ip her facê  
having procured recommendations from the 
iort Major, (who himfelf began to be appre- 
henfive for his own fafety, from the fleps' he had 
taken againff me,) laid her complaint before 
the Emprefs, through the Chancellor Count

Oiterman,

tv-
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Oflerman. The Emprcfs heard it with atten­
tion; and as Mrs. Sauvage had fufFcred by the 
froft in her journey, by which ihe had nearly 
loft one of her ears, ihe had an apartment or­
dered for her at an hotel; and one of the Em- 
prefles phyftcians. Dr. Rogerfon, to attend her. 
In the mean time, General Brown, the Gover­
nor-General, arrived, examined into the bulinefs 
between Sauvage and myfelf, and fent a true 
ftatement of the fads to the court; the confe- 
quence of which was, that Sauvage and his fa­
mily were conduded out of the country, and I 
received permiftion to proceed to St. Peterf- 
burgh, which J immediately did ;• and the 
Duchefs of Kingfton’s houfe'laying in my way,

• I paid my refpeds e n  p a j f a n t  to her Grace.
On reaching the capital of Ruilia, I waited 

on Sir James Harris, then his Majefty’s Envoy 
at that court, who had been made acquainted 
with my adventure at Riga; and who was fo 
pleafed with my condud, that he, without a 
moment’s delay, prefented me to Prince Po­
temkin. After fome converfation with that il- 
luftrious general on my affair, and on general 
military fubjeds, he aiked me if I would ferve 
in the Ruffian army, which I confented to do; 
^nd was that fame evening appointed Captain. 
My appointment was extremely rapid,, for the
prince having called for his Secretary, fpoke a 

■ few
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few words to him in Ruiiian, which I did not 
then underftand; the latter retired, and in a few 
minutes returned with my commiilion ready 
made out, which he handed to the Prince, who 
immediately prefcnted it to me, acquainting me 
at the fame time, that he had done me the 
honour to place me in his fuite, and that he 
gave me two months leave of abfence to pre­
pare myfelf for the enfuing campaign.

I remained a few days in town to be prefented 
to her Majefiy the Emprefs, and then returned 
to the Duchefs of Kingilon to acquaint her with 
my good fortune. I took with me Thomas 
Mackenzie, Efq. Brigadier of Marines, and Cap­
tain of the Ruilian navy, an officer who, both 
as a private gentleman and a foldier, has ever 
held the highefl: place in the efteem of all that 
have the happinefs to know him; he had not 
before been introduced to her Grace.

I was a good deal furprifed, ĥat the Duchefs 
did not receive the news of my fudden and 
honourable appointment with all the warmth 
I expected; but, as I afterwards found, that 
ihc wiihed to retain me about her perfon, the 
myftcry was cleared up. The night of our 
arrival at the Duchefs’s feat was fortunate to 
Mackenzie; for as we were enjoying our bottle, 
a mcifenger brought hirrvi down a brevet of 
Rear-Admiral, and the intelligence that he was

appointed
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appointed to command in the Black Sea: he 
therefore immediately repaired to ,St. Peterf- 
burgh, and foon afterwards to his ftation.

I continued with the Duchefs. In her com­
pany were a French lady Mad. de Porquet, 
lifter to Monf. de Cocove, and a French Secre­
tary, whofe name I do not recoiled:. At my 
arrival, I found they had all quarrelled, and 
were not upon fpeaking terms. Mad. de Por— 
quet was in fad fo much chagrined, ihe kept 
her room. - On which the Duchefs, in all the 
native violence of her difpofition, lo c k e d  h e r  i n ,  

and adually detained her a prifoner in that 
ftate for fome days, 'in fpite of all my remon-
ftrances.

The poor French Secretary was fo much 
terrified at thefe tyrannical procedings, that 
he ran away the fame night, without even 
venturing to take a great coat with him. In 
an almoft defolate country, in the dead of 
winter, knd without the fmalleft knowledge of 
the language, he had to travel twenty miles to 
the Baron Rofen’s, who, in that dreary fpot, is 
called a n e ig h b o u r . He luckily overtook a 
peafant with a fledge by the way, to whom, 
by repeating the name of R o je n ^  he fortunately 
made known his wiflies ; and being placed in 
the vehicle, and covered with a iheep fkin, he,

at
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12 THE LIFE OP
at length, reached the Baron’s more dead than 
alive.

As foon as wc arrived, the Baron fent a fer- 
vant to me with a letter, wherein he Bates that 
he could not refuie the poor Secretary the 
rights of hofpitality; adding, that he could 
wiih the Duchefs would dbiiain from fuch acBs 
of violence; and concluded, by deiiring me to 
endeavour to effed a reconciliation between 
them. I laid this letter before the Duchefs, 
who fent me to the Baron’s ; but the French­
man would not liften to the propofals I was 
authorized to make, which wxre to pay him 
hisw âges, but periiBcd in his intention of going 

' to Peteriburgh to intereil the French Miniiler 
in his caufe.

I returned next morning, and prevailed upon 
the Duchefs to permit Mad. de Porquet to go 
where ilie would. This lady, who, it feems, 
had preconcerted matters with her lover, the 
Secretary, went to St. Peteriburgh, and laid 
her complaint before the Marqu is de Verac, 
the French Miniiler there. The Marquis 
apprifed the Duchefs of the complaint, and I 
was fent to St. Peteriburgh to negotiate for 
her with them; the confequence of which was, 
that the Duchefs was to pay Madame de Por­
quet fix hundred ducats in fpecie, on condition

of
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of immediately returning to France; and I was, 
at the expence of the Ducnefs, to condudil; her 
to Dantzic, whether I was going to meet my 
own family, to bring tnem to the houfe which 
the Duchefs had given me on her eilate, w'ithin 
a ihort league of that flie inhabited.

The Duchefs had taken my receipt for the 
money with which ilie had entrufted me to pay 
Madame de Porquet on her arrival at Dantzic, 
charging me to take her receipt there; a feem- 
ing reconciliation then took place, and Ma­
dame de Porquet ftaid a few days at her Grace s 
feat to pack up her eifedls. In the mean time, 
the Duchefs ordered her ftcward Mr. Wilkinfon 
to prepare one of thofe carriages, which are 
ufed in Ruifia in time of fnow, and which 
refembles the body oi a coach, only much long­
er, to be gô t ready. Thefe carriages are fur- 
nifhed with beds; and -when Mr. Wilkinfon 
informed her Grace that the machine was ready 
with two beds, ihe fmartly enough replied:
” You have done well, Mr. Wilkinfon, but 

your precaution was unncceffary; I w ill an- 
“ fwer for it, one bed wull ferve them before 

they reach Dantzic.”—
Flaving obtained, with my commiiTion, two 

months leave of abfence, and permiffion to leave 
the country, I fet forw ard w ithout any further 
application to court.

CHAP.
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CHAP. III.

T b e  a u t h o r  p e r f o r m s  h i s  rn iß io n  to  DantziCy a n d  r e ^  

t u r n i n g  i s  m e t  by a m e jfe n g e r  to  h a ß e n  h i s  j o u r n e y ,  

— A r r i v e s  a t  S t»  P e t e r f i u r g y  a n d  i s  o r d e r e d  to  

w a i t  t h e  E m p r e f s 's  d i f p a t c h e s » — n e  D u c h e j s  o f  

K i n g ß o n 's  c o n d u S i ,— d e t e r m i n e s  to  r e m o v e  h i s  f a - ^  

m il y  to  N a r v U y  on  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  d u c h e f s ' s  t y r a n ^  * 
m e a l  d i f f o f t i o n . — L e a v e s  t h e  c a p i t a l ,  w i t h  p e r ^  

m ijß o n  to  g o  to  t h e  d u c h e f s ^ s  h o u f e ,— L a w s  r e ^  

f p e 5 1  m g  t r a v e l l e r s  i n , R u ß i a . — ^ l a r r e l s  w i t h  t h e  

d u c h e f s . — R e m o v e s  h i s  f a m i l y  to N a r v a ,  a n d  

f e t s  o u t  f o r  C h e r f o n .

I PAID the money on my arrival at Dantzic to 
Madame de Porquet, and took her receipt for 
it, according to the Duchefs’s diredions. My 
family were waiting for m e; I however found 
it neceflary to remain fome days there; and I 
was further fo delayed by the badnefs of the 
weather and roads, that my two months had 
fome time expired. In the mean time. Prince 
Potemkin, finding himfelf obliged from cir  ̂
cumftances to fet oif immediately for the army, 
had applied to Sir James Harris to know where 
I was. In confcquence an exprefs was fent off 
for me, (whom I met in Livonia, about a hun­

dred

■> — _
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dred miles from the Duchefs’s), to acquaint me 
with the Prince’s orders, and to haften my 
journey.

The inftanr I~met the courier I left my fa­
mily to come forward as their heavy carriages 
would permit them; and proceeded with the 
utmoil rapidity to the Duchefs’s houfe. She 
expreifed much fatisfadion at my arrival, and 
the great anxiety the length of my abfence had 
given her on account of the Prince’s want of 
me. Without more lofs of time I fet off for 
St. Peteriburgh. I immediately w'ent to Sir 
James Harris, who feemed hurt at my delay, 
and told me that there were inftrudlions for me 
at the War Office, but that Potemkin was gone 2 
he prefled my departure to follow the Prince, 
adding, (for I will ufe his own words,) You 

may make your own terms with him; he 
“ cannot do without you.”

I went immediately to court, and received 
inilrudions to wait her Majefty’s difpatches, 
with which I was to follow the Prince to Cher- 
fon, who had taken the circuitous road of 
Warfaw. Having received thefe direcflions, 
and not being able to leave St. Peteriburgh 
without the commands of the Emprefs, I wrote 
a letter to my wife, to endeavour to foothe the 
feelings which an amiable, virtuous, and affec­
tionate woman muff naturally feel at the depar­

ture
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ture of the huiband Ihe loved, and who doatedi 
upon her: nor was it an eafy talk to frame a letter* 
capable of producing fuch an effed:, in a coun­
try where fhe knew not a face except the Du- 
chefs, nor could make her deiires known in the 
language of the place. I reprefented to her 
that my flay at the army would be but iliort 5 
that my being in the fuite of the Prince would 
infure me from much danger, even fuppofing 
there fhould be any war, which I did not ima­
gine there would, for that certainly the Crimea 
would be taken poiTeflion of without a ihot 
being fired: finally, I promifed to fee her pre­
vious to my departure, and bring her to Narva, 
where I had already fent to take a houfe.

The fame courier carried a letter to the Du- 
chefs, in a fomewhat more military ilyle: I 
dwelt upon the valour of Potemkin, and his 
turn for enterprize; I declared that, not con­
tented with following where he would lead, I 
would endeavour to be foremoft in the field of 
glory; for that I was determined to fhew the 
Ruilians that a Scot was neither their inferior in 
fupporting fatigue, nor encountering danger.

T h e  Duchefs betrayed the confidence I had 
repofed in her; for when my wife fhewed her 
the letter ihe had received from me, and even 
which was hardly enough to enable her to fup- 
port my departure, her G r a c e ,  with that hypo-

cjwtical
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critical cant ihe fo well knew how to aflume, 
inveighed againft my falfc reprcfcntations ; and, 
by ŵ ay of completing her cruelty, concluded 
by fnowing the letter ihe 'had received from 
me.

The effedl of this frightful ecclaircifiement, 
upon the feniibility of a delicate woman, may 
be eaiier conceived than exprelTcd. She wTOte 
a letter to Sir James Harris, and another to 
myfelf, in the moft pathetic terms that affec­
tion could poiiibly fuggeft. She expreffed the 
moil anxious folicitude, left the impetuoiify of 
my temper iliould hurry me into unneceffary 
dangers; inline, ftie wrote, to ufe Sir James's 
own words, ** a s  n o n e  b u t  a n  K n g l i ^ j w o m a n  c o u ld

w r i t e , * *

It will be readily believed that the Duchefs’s 
behaviour to Mad. Porquet had not contributed 
to raife in my mind any high veneration for 
her characiler; and the idea of leaving a wife 
and children, whom I loved with the teridereft 
affedlion, in the power of a woman, who alrea­
dy had fported in the moft unfeeling manner 
with her forrows, became unfupportable. I 
had in fad dreaded fomething of the kind, and 
had taken a houfe at Narva, diftant between 
twenty and thirty miles from the Duchefs’s 
eftate, to ferve as a retreat to my family; and X 
now refolved, without lofs of time, to remove

C them
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them thither. I therefore wrote to my wife to 
confole her as well as I was able, telling her,, 
that Sir James Harris had acquainted me with 
fome paiTages of her letter, and deiiring her to 
prepare for her departure without giving a hint of 
it to the Duchefs, till I fhould come down. In 
the courfe of a couple of days I was fent for to 
xrourt to receive the difpatches of the Emprefs 
for Potemkin ; it was then evening : my orders 
were to leave St. Peteriburgh that night. A  fum̂  
of money was paid me by the Secretary of War 
for the expences of fo long a journey, and a 
Serjeant of the Guards (who bears the rank of 
Lieutenant in the army,) and who fpoke the 
French and German languages, was ordered to- 
attend me. My route to the army lying through 
Narva, and my difpatches requiring no hafte 
(as‘it was expected I Ihould be at Cherfon be-- 
fore the Prince got there,) on taking leave o f  
her Majeily,. 1 folicited permiflion to go off my 
road to the Duchefs's houfe for twenty-four 
hours; .this favour Was benevolently granted i  

and I went to take leave of Sir James Harris, 
and then to the hotel where my carriage and 
fervants were, from w'hence I meant to have fet 
off immediately. ‘While my equipage was pre­
paring, I was prevailed on by fome officers to* 
gamble; at which we continued till it was an­
nounced to me that alL was ready. Unfortu­

nately

*">■ ̂  ' -y
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iiately,' however, I had not only loil all the Em-̂  
prefs’s money; but all my own ; and had no 
other refource but to fend immediately to Sir 
James Harris to acquaint him with my embar- 
faiTmerit ; who immediately, though he was then 
in bed, difpatchèd his butler to me with five 
hundred roubles. Thus reinforced, I inflantly 
fet off.

When I reached Narva, I left there my mili­
tary equipage, and wxnt in i  fmall carriage of 
the country to the Duchefs’s featf I found my 
wife and family already in the houfe her Grace 
had given us. I then began to explain the mo­
tives of our intended removal ; I told her Grace 
that, confidering the hazardous fervice I was 
going upon, and that no military man who was 
going to the field of affion could ever fay his 
return was certain, I thought it neceffary my 
ivife fliould have fome eflablifliment to call a 
home; that though fhe could as often and as 
long as fhe chofe take up her abode with her 
Grace, ilill, ihould any thing happen to me, 
Narva would always', particularly in the event 
of the Duchefs leaving Ruflia, prove a retreat 
where fhe would find friends of her ow n na­
tion ; whereas, in her prefent fftuation, Ihe Was 
an entire ftranger to every one, nor had more 
than one fervant who underilood the language 
of the country. To this the Duchefs,replied,

C 2  firfl



i'i

' ij

20 .“THE LIFE
firft with a flood of tears, and a complaint that J 
was depriving her of her only companion ; and 
then (finding me unmoved) with a torrent of 
abufc that would have done credit to Billings­
gate, concluded with faying, we might both go 
to the d—1.

It is neceifary to inform my readers that, by 
the law's of Ruflia, no perfon can travel from 
the capital without a paiTport ‘ deferibing his 
route, which he is not at liberty to alter ; in the 
country, travellers mufl have a pafs from the 
perfon whofe efiate they may have been upon, 
before they quit it, or no pofi-mailer dare fur- 
niili them with horfes. On my application at 
the poft-houfe, which was not above half a mile 
from the Duchefs’s,'I  was not only told that 
they dürft not fupply mew’ith horfes, but that they 
had her Grace’s exprefs prohibition to that ef­
fect. I anfwered the poft-mafter, that I ihould 
remove that difficulty by taking his or her horfes 
by force. I inftantly removed my family to the 
poft-houfe. I juft then recollcifted that I had 
given the receipt I had obtained from Madame 
de Porquet at Dantzic to the Duchefs, without 
her Grace having returned rne that which fhe 
required of me, when ftie entrufted the money 
to my charge. I begun to be apprehenfive of 
her'making a bad ufe of it; I therefore wrote 
a note to Mr. Wilkinfon her fteward, requeft-

ing
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i'ng iny receipt. The Duchefs iliuffled with ex- 
cufes, that ihe could not come at i t ; that ihe 
would give it to my wife, and fuch like eva- 
fions ; and inftantly jumping into her carriage» 
drove into the w'oods, to prevent further appli­
cations on my part. I fent one of her own fer- 
vants after her Grace to tel! her, that tmlcfs I 
had my own receipt, or a difeharge from her in 
one hour from that time, that I would force my 
way into her houfe, and carry off her c a f f e t i e ,  

which I would lay at the Prince’s feet, and in­
treat him to judge between us. In a few m i­
nutes, Mr. Wilkinfon brought me the receipt 
i demanded, and I fet out for Narva, where I 
lefled fcarcely one moment before I proceeded 
for Cherfon to join the Prince.

C  3 CHA'Pc
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CHAP. IV.

T h e  a u t h o r  a r r i v e s  a t  C h e r fo t iy  a n d  d e l i v e r s  h i s  d ijr^  

p a t c h e s  to  P r i n c e  P o t e m k i n . — A n  e x p r e j s  a r r i v e s  

f r o m  t h e  P u c h e f s  o f  K i 7ig f t o n  c o m p la in in g  o f  h im  

to  t h e  P r i n c e y  w h i c h  i s  r e c e i v e d  a n d  a n f w e r e d  i n  a  

v e r y  m o r t i f y in g  m a n n e r .— S o m e  a c c o n n t  o f  C h e r f o n .  

~ ^ T h e  Corfes Expulfes, a  c o r p s  o f  t h e m  g i v e n  to  

t h e  a u t h o r  to  o r g a n i z e . — A ft o n ifM n g  a t c h i e v e m e n t
T

o f  t h e  E m p r e f s  in  b u i l d i n g f h i p s . — M o d e  o f  la u n c h ^I
i n g  a n d  n a v i g a t i n g  th e tn  d o w n  t h e  r i v e r  N i e p e r .— 
A d m i r a l  M a c k e n z i e  a n d  C a p t a i n  T a i t e .— M i l i ­

t a r y  a r r a n g e m e n t s .— M u t i n y  a tt io n g  t h e  Corfes 
Expulfes.

I n fpite of my delays, and the heavinefs of my 
equipage, having with me all my baggage for 
the field, I reached Cherfon in twelve days 
from the time of my leaving St. Peteriburgh. I 
there found the Prince, who had not arrived 
many hours before me, 1 delivered to him the 
packet I had received from the Minifter of War 
Count Moufchkin Poufchkin, and the letter 
from her Majefiy, the contents of which was 
not lefs pleafing to myfelf than the Prince, as* 
the Emprefs fpeaking of me, concluded by fay- 
mg, May you in battle always'have a man

’ “ like
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like him by your fide, and a friend.like me 
wherever you go.’*
Next day an cxprcfs arrived from the Duchefs 

for the Prince, with heavy complaints of my 
eondudt to her, my delays upon the road, and a 
long ftring of &c.’s. This furniihed matter of 
amufement to the Prince, who could not en­
dure her Î for ihe, partly through her ignorance 
of the Emprefs’s permiflion for me to go out of 
my route, and partly through malice, had fo 
caricatured the flory, that it became the fubjedt 
of laughter to all who heard it. To add to her 
mortification, he made me not only read it to 
him, but anfwer it forthwith ; which I did in 
French to the following effedt, fometime in the 
month of July 17^3 *. Madam, I had the ho- 

nour to receive your difpatch from his High- 
nefs ; I had alfo the honour to read it to him; 

“ and am, by his Highnefs’s commands,
" Madam, &c. &c. &c.”

' Cherfon is a town which the Emprefs built 
on the river .Nieper feveral leagues above its 
mouth, w’ith the view of forming a new colony 
there; for this purpofe fhe iifued, by her Mini- 
iler at Leghorn, a proclamation to the exiled 
Corficans, by the title of L e s  C o r/e s  E x p u i f é s  ; 
under which name perfons of all nations aifem- 
bled at her rendezvous, and were tranfported by 
the way of the Dardenclles and Black Sea to

C 4 Cherfôn.
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CheiTon.' Öf the real Corficans, about 250, 
who were all military, formed a corps, dif- 
tinguiil^cd by the appellation of Royal Corii- 
cans, which I was directed to organize. Here 

> it was the Kmprefs put in pradlice the exalted 
fchcme of building fhips of war for the expedi:- 
tion on the Black Sea. They were conftruded 
upon a river fcarcely navigable for a fmall floop, 
the wood and iron for their conilru^ion brought 
from a diilance ot yOQ miles up the country, 
fome of it much farther, and every gun came not 
much Icfs than iq o o  miles by land. The mode of 
launching and navigating thefe veiTeis down to 
the fca was curious j the Nieper, as before ob~ 
ferved, being extremely fliallow, and not very 
broad, a fort of pool was firil formed in the bed 
of the river pppofite to the dock, then two large 
rafts, which were called C a m e ls^  were placed fo 
as' to receive the velTel as ilie Bid from the 
flocks, from, which ilie was eafed down without 
much rapidity; being feated between the ca­
mels, as in a cradle, ihe was thus floated down 
the river pail: the Turkifh fortrefs of Ofchacow, 
and'into the Black Sea. Had not I been an 
eye-witnefs to this flupendous work, 1 fhould 
hardly pave ventured to have related i t ; it was 
truly worthy the compreheniive mind of fuch a 
fpvereign; it completely formed a maritime 
barrier againft her troublefome neighbours the 

’ ' Turks,
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Turks, and opened a channel for trade from her 
territories to the Mediterranean.

Admiral Mackenzie, whofc name may truly 
be faid to have graced an early part of this nar­
rative, had gone round to the harbour of Adi- 
are, now called Scbaftapole; he had there, with 
the rapidity which diilinguiihed all his move­
ments, begun to build a houfe for himfelf, ma­
rine barracks, hofpital, ftore-houfes, ered bat­
teries, and put the harbour in a refpedable date 
of defence.

A vice-admiral remained at Cherfon with fe-, 
vcral captains, among whom was Captain, now 
Admiral Taite, who, at the time I am writing 
this, is lying with a Ruiiiaii fleet, which he com­
mands, at Yarmouth, a moil amiable man and 
intelligent officer; for whom, in common with 
all who knew him, 1 entertained thediighefl: cf- 
tcem; an efleem which I exhibited in my ufual 
imprudent manner, by viiiting him at a time 
when we were direded not to go near his houfe, 
becaufe he was lick (fuppofed to be of the 
plague, which had broke out among us) a pre­
caution ufed to prevent the fpreading of the 
infedion : but, independent of his focial quali­
ties, he had another flrong claim on me, he is a 
Scot. For this viiit I was feverely reprimanded 
by the General of the day, Solticoff, and dared 
pot to approach the Prince for feveral days.

The
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The now well-known Field-Marihall Siiwar- 
row, and Ramfay Count of Balmain, were aU 
ready in the Crimea, whither Potemkin follow­
ed, leaving me behind to organize the corps of 
Royal Coriicans, and then to join him. The 
Prince of Wirtemberg, whofe lifter was mar­
ried to the Grand Duke of Ruilia, arrived at 
Cherfon about this time; he was then Lieute­
nant-General, and was left there by Potemkin 
to command the referve.

My Coriicans, though brave fine fellows, 
were, as is their charadler; quite undifeiplined j 
and, as they were the objects of curioiity to the 
whole army, our manœuvres were interrupted 
by the numbers thus drawn together; I there­
fore retired with them from the ground where 
the Ruilians lay to a little fpot on the other fide 
of the town, between that and the Biihop’s pa­
lace, where I daily trained them.

To Ihew the turbulent difpofition of the Cor- 
ficans, I ihall give 'the following inftance : I 
bad given them permiftion to fell fome old 
ftores and copper kettles which they had brought 
with them in the ihips, and for which we had 
no ufe. About the produce of thefe articles 
they difagreed. One evening, while I was at 
the Ruffian camp, on a vifit to the Command­
ing General, a letter was delivered to me from 
the officer I had left on command, which I in-

inftantly
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ilantly read. By this I was informed that my 
camp was in confulion, and that the men were 
firing upon each other. Without faying one 
>vord to the general, I inftantly rofe from tabic, 
and having previoufly requeileda colonel of in­
fantry, whofe regiment lay neareft me, to fend 
a detachment of his men before day-light to 
furround my camp, I galloped home as fail as 
I was able. The night was dark; and I had a 
vail open common to pafs : however, I reached 
my camp, being partly guided by the flaihes 
and reports of the muikets. On my arrival I 
inilantly began to fire among them with my 
piilols; and, as my voice was perfedlly known, 
all was prefently quiet, and each in his tent. 

J  gave orders to be called at day-break ; when 
aiking the officer of the guard if he faw any 
thing near the camp, he told me there were 
fome fmall bodies of infantry on three fides, 
the fourth being covered by the river ; on 
which I ordered the drums to beat to arms. 
As foon as my men were on the parade, they 
were difarmed, and the caufe of the quarrel en­
quired into; when the kettles, &c. appearing 
to be ALL they had fought about, the leaders 
were feverely and inifantly puniihed: tfiû  
tranquillity was reftored.

CHAP.
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CHAP. V.

I m p r o v e m e n t s  in  t h e  R u j f m n  a r m y  b y  t h e  a u t h o r ,-— 
R e m a r k s  on  m i l i t a r y  u n i f o r m s .— R u f f i a n  p e a f a n t s .  

— R e m a r k s  o n  t h e  p r o p e r  u j e  o f  t h e  b a y o n e t  i n  

e x e r c i j e . - — A  r e f u t a t io n  o f  a n  a n o n y m o u s  l i b e l l e r .  

'— f h e  a u t h o r  h a v i n g  c o m p le a t e d  t h e  o r g a n iz a t i o n  

o f  t h e  C o r fc a n S y  f e t s  o f f  to  t h e  a r m y  in  t h e  C r U  

m e a . — H i s  f l a t t e r i n g  r e c e p t i o n .— C h a r a d l e r  o f  t h e  

c o m m a n d e r s  y P o t e m k i n  a n d  S u w  a r r o w , — R u f f i a n  

f o ld i e r s ^  t h e i r  c h a r a B e r  a n d  h a r d i n e f s .

D uring my firil converfations with Potemkin 
at Peterfburgh, he had afked my opinion of the 
RuÎîian army; and I frankly told him that im­
provements might be made, in both their drçfs 
and manœuvres.

The Ruffian uniform confifted of a green 
coat, lined and faced with red, very tight, and 
ib long that it incommoded the wearer, by 
beating on the calves of his legs ; the breeches, 
which were alfo tight, did but barely cover the 
knee-joint; and as the Ruffian foldiers, both 
cavalry and infantry wear boots, though of a 
different form, a vacancy between the knee- 
welt of the breeches and the boots became una­
voidable ; the hat was very frnall, and unfit for

a
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a covering in a cold country ; on which account 
the foldiers added a piece of flannel on each 
iide to cover the ears, and guard againfl: the fe- 
verity of the weather. This cloathing being ve­
ry inconvenient, to ihcw the Prince my ideas 
on the fubjeifl, 1 had dreiTes made for myfelf 
ind a private, of the uniform which is ftill re­
tained, without any material alteration; and 
which was allowed to be at once elegant, con­
venient, and well adapted to the feverities of 
the climate. I muft here remark, that elegance 
ihould always, in fome degree, be confulted in 
the formation of a military uniform ; for if we 
wiih the foldier to keep up that nicety of ap­
pearance which is fo becoming in military menj 
we mull make him proud of his own figure. 
In Ruflia this was more than any where neceifa- 
ry, for the peafantry, (who fupply the recruits 
for the army), are the mofl: flovenly of mortals; 
their oiitiide drefs being made of Iheep-fkin, 
which they W'car with the woolly fide inwards, 
unlefs here and there, in the vicinity of noble­
men’s feats, fome have them of coarfe cloth : 
yet fuch is the effedl of making men pleafed 
with thenTelves, that at prefent the Ruflian ar-» 
my may vie with any in the world, for appear­
ance and fubordination. The Prince, thinking 
to improve upon me, put in orders, ('without my 
knowledge) that the hair of the foldiers fhould

be

i
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be cropped, and that the bayonet ihould dni)̂  
be fixed when they were about to charge the 
enemy. As I was the acknowledged author of 
the alteration in the uniform, thefe novelties 
were likewife attributed to me, and I wls hearti­
ly abufed for all. The cropping of foldiers’ 
hair, (unlefs occafionally for a partifan’s corps) 
i  always difapproved, as by giving an opening 
to negligence, it ferves to introduce flovenli- 
liefs ; and whoever wull reflect for a Angle mo­
ment on the different poife of a mufket with 
and without the bayonet fixed, as well as on 
the abfolutc neceflity of learning to load and 
fire with fixed bayonets, will, I truft, fuppofc 
me incapable of proceeding on fo erroneous a 
principle; and will, with me, think that the 
mufquet and bayonet Ihould be infeparable. 
Accordingly, in a few days, the c r o p s  were 
fupplied with falfe tails; but I had fome diffi­
culty to prevail upon the Prince to reinftate the 
bayonet in its proper place.

I did not, till this mdment, know what the 
author of the Life of the Emprefs Catherine IL 
(publifhed by Longman of Patcr-nofter Row, 
and Debrett of Piccadilly) has thought proper 
to fay of me (vol. iii. p. 20. 2d edit.) refpecfiing 
my fituation with Prince Potemkin and the Du- 
chefs of Kingflort:

By h is  advice the Prince introduced feveralI
new*
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new regulations into the army, both in regard 
to drefs and manœuvres ; and had it not been 
for fome manœuvres of another nature, fueh a« 
Writing to the Duchefs of Kingilon, that he 
would come by night with fome foldiers/and 

** break into her houfe, unlefs ihe fent him a 
** certain fum of money, &c. there is not a 

doubt but he would foon have been raifed to 
the rank of a general officer, or appointed 
conful at whatever place he chofe.’"— He 

goes on to fay, that, ** After his difmiffion from 
the confidence of Prince Potemkin, on hi& 
way to England, Major Semple laid the mer­
chants of Peteriburgh, Narva, Riga, &c. un­
der contribution by a variety of impofturcs.*  ̂
It is the eternal fate of falihood to contradicâ 

itfeif: and though I have given in the preced­
ing pages an account of my affair with the Du­
chefs of Kingftdn, which I challenge earth or 
hell to contradidt, ftill, as this worthlefs ferib  ̂
bier, who would tremble at my very ihadow,̂  
may gain credit with fome, I will, in one mo­
ment, point out his abfurdities. Had I dared 
to have threatened the Duchefs of Kingffon, as 
he has afferted, a well-founded complaint (to 
which my own letter muff have given an irre- 
fiffible weight,) would have procured me a ba- 
niihment for life to Siberia ; befides, this quar­
rel happened before I joined the Prince at Cher-

ibn ;
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fon: and was it, I will aik,probable,that iie would 
have received me into his favour, intruded me 
with the organizing of a new corps, and after­
wards treated me as will appear hereafter, had I 
been daincd with robbery ? As to my frauds 
on the merchants, w h i l e  I  w a s  in  f a v o u r ,  they 
might have been poihble ; but, f o r  a  m a n  d i f g r a -  

c e d , they would have been an utter impoiTibiHty. 
Befides, I did not pafs through, or near Riga ; 
for I went from Petersburgh to Narva, where I 
embarked, and went down the Ead Sea to Co­
penhagen.

Such pedilent libellers are unfit to be fuffered 
in the world. Such have been my ruin; and 
the author of the above, who, I am informed, 
is a pried, certainly affords a diocking proof 
of that depravity which perhaps may, if ever I 
live to meet him, render his gowm but an 
ihfecure proteedion. If he has any honour, let 
him contradid his unfounded affertions: but 
why Ihould I aik him ? Had he any honour, he 
w'ould nor have wrote it. One good, how’ever, 
refults from his feurrilityr I am enabled by 
thefe anecdotes of myfelf, to judge of the au­
thenticity of thofe parts of his hidory which I 
have not yet had time to look at.

Having trained and difeiplined my Cordcans, 
I proceeded to the army, and joined the Prince 
in the heights above the town of Karafu-bafar,

in

 ̂U'



\vuIH;

Hî

..Ml.■c"*
‘:::d :I
:Co. :

iiffill ' 
;ifld

f

I piof !
:>i[l
" Î.Î 
it,let
vM- : 
ii> ;

\

P'^‘

M A J O k  S E M P L E  L l S l E i  33
ill the Crimea; where my pride was not a little 
flattered by feeing the uniform of which I had 
given the model worn by an immenfe army, 
and my manoeuvres adopted and applauded, 
i  was then about twenty-five, and with my 
natural vanity, this diftincfiion almofi; turned 
my brain, as it perhaps might have done to 
men much older and wifer then’myfelf; and if 
I had no very great ihare of prudence in pecu- 

,niary matters before, this made me quite re- 
gardlefs of them.

I was now at the Prince’s right-hand day and 
night ; he loaded me’ with honours, and I left 
nothing in the line of duty undone to deferve 
them. Potemkin was juftly placed among the 
firft charadters of this or any other age ; brave, 
open, rough, and irhpetuous, he was firfi in 
every exploit of danger ; fudden in his manoeu­
vres, his plans were ^conceived and executed 
with.unparalleled rapidity ; in the field he knew 
no charadler but a foldier, nor could age or 
rank plead with him“ any excufe for relaxation 
from the rules of duty.

Suwarrow was with us, already adling a 
diftinguiilied part. Bold and impetuous as 
his commander, he was indefatigable in duty, 
and feemed to afpire, by copying fo great a 
mailer, at that rivalihip of glory to which he 
has now arrived.

B The



The Ruffian foldiers feem fitted by nature 
for war; their hardinefs is unparalleled, as 
eafily may be imagined from the manner in 
which they live. Their magazines are not as 
with other armies, depofited with even a finical 
care; their provifion, which is rye meal, is 
piled up like pyramids in bags in the open 
air, where, by alternate expofure to rain and 
fcorching fun, I have feen it fo baked toge­
ther that it was obliged to be hewed out with 
axes. The raw meal is ferved out to the com­
panies ; and where they have no wood, (as was 
the cafe with us while in the environs of Cher- 
fon where no wood grows, (and the chips of 
the dock-yard hardly fupplied the hofpital 
and General Officers,) they collect weeds and 
the dung of the cattle, with which they heat 
it as well as they are able, and eat it half raw. 
They are not lefs hardy in their tents than 
in their eating; ftraw or blankets are never 
thought of by a Ruffian foldier: his cloak 
ferves him at once for bed and for covering; 
and wrapped up in this, he lies down con-̂  
tented on the bare cold ground. As an infiance 
of their contempt for thefe lu x u r ie s ^  I had en- 
trufied a foldier with the care of a confiderable 
number of valuable articles, at a time when I 
was at a difiance from the Prince. I had got 
a trench dug in the earth to ferve as my cellar;

and
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and over it a tent was ereded, partly to ferve 
as a ilorehoufe, and partly as an habitation 
for the faithful veteran, who was to guard my 
ilores. Willing to make him in love with 
his duty, I had got raifed for him a wooden 
bench> with a mattrafs to fleep on, which in­
deed, though a moft vile onê  coil me no fmall 
trouble to procure; but bad as it was, I con­
cluded that he would efteem it a luxury. I 
was however miftaken; for about a week after, 
going to look at my waggons, &c. I faw a 
mattrafs laying like a piece of lumber. En­
quiring how it came there, I was informed, 
that it belonged to the foldier I had placed on 
my cellar, whom I inilantly fent for. Upon 
Hiking him how he came to throw away his 
mattrafs, he cooly faid, that it was not fit for 
a foldier, and that he could not fleep upon it, 
I then went to fee what he had fubiUtuted 
for this defpifed couch, and found a hard 
common ftraw mat of his own twihing*

Such is the real characfter of a Ruffian fol­
dier, and to the portrait I can only add, that 
their fidelity is equal to their other qualifi­
cations, for defertions are hardly known among 
them : they are in ihort formed by nature and 
education for the trade of war; for while they 
acquire hardinefs by their ufual mode of living, 
their minds are not eftranged from the paths

D 2  of



^ 6  t h e l i f e o f

of obedience by thofe fmatterings of knowledge 
which only ferve to lead to infubordination
and mutiny.

f-

îx-

C H A P. VI

M r .  F i t z h e r h 'e r t ,  n o w  L o r d  S t .  H e l e n s ,  a r r i v e s  a t  

S t .  P e t e r j h u r g h . — L h e  a u t h o r  f e n t  f r o m  K a r a z u -  

b a z a r  to A t l i a r e ,  z v h e r e  h e  a g a in  m e e t s  A d m i r a l  

M a c k e n z i e . — V i f i t s  a  c u r io u s  o ld  b u i l d i n g  t h e r e .  

— M a c k e n z i e  a n d  h e  r e c e i v e  p r e j e n t s  f r o m  J o m e  

o f  t h e  T a r t a r  C h i e f s . — R e t u r n s  to h e a d - q u a r t e r s ,  

a n d  h a s  a  n a r r o w  e f c a p e . — P o t e m k in  r e t i r e s  to  

K r e m e n t c h i ic k  on  a c c o u n t  o f  h i s  h e a l t h .  T h e  a r ­

r i v a l  o f  a  C ir c a j f t a n  P r i n c e  t h e r e  a s  h o ft a g e , . 
— P l a i n  w h e r e  t h e  b a t t l e  o f  P u l t o w a  w a s  f o u g h t .  

— S p l e n d o u r  o f  t h e  V ic e r o y  o f  M o f c o w . — A n e c ­

d o t e s  o f  P o t e m k i n ,  t h e  L m p r e f s  C a t h a r i n e ,  a n d  

o t h e r  r e m a r k a b l e  p e r f o n s . — T h e  a u t h o r  p r e p a r e s  

to  l e a v e  R u j f i a ; q u i t s  t h e  R u f f i a n  f e r v i c e ,  a n d  

f a i l s  f o r  C o p e n h a g e n .

A s  it is my intention hereafter to publiih a 
hiilory of my campaigns, I ihall hear fay 
very little on that fubjeit. Some time in 
Auguft 1783, we learnt at the army that 
Mr* Fitzherbert, (now Lord St. Helens,) had

’ arrived
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Hrrived at St. Petcriburgh to replace Sir James 
Harris. The Prince was moil particularly cu­
rious to know his character, and I had many 
converfations with him on the fubjedl; for Sir 
James had been among the moil peculiar friends 
and intimates of Potemkin. No ceremony, no 
drefs, no etiquette was obferved, however much 
the Prince might be engaged. Sir James in 
his pelice and cap always found immediate 
accefs, even though other foreign miniilers had 
been fome time in the anti-chamber, and per­
haps after all could not obtain an audience.

From Karazu-bazar, I was fent on military 
buiinefs to A(5liare, where I met my old friend 
Admiral Mackenzie, with his little fleet. His 
fortifications and other works were in great 
forwardnefs, and every thing bore the afped: 
of improvement. We went to viiit an antient 
building, called, I think, the antient Cherfo- 
nefe, which is near Adiare, and lays in a cove 
almoil inacceflible. We in vain endeavoured 
to reach it by fea, the rocks were fo perpendi­
cular that they defied our attempts, and with 
much difficulty we fcrambled over the top of 
them from the land fide. The building, if it 
can be fo called, is compleat, and is alrnofl in- 
tirely cut out of the rock; but it is uninhabited, 
except by one man ; and whether he lives there 
from motives of religion, or of concealment, I

D 3 . cannot
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cannot fay, The few remaining natives however 
fliewed him much refpe6l, and fupplied him 
with all neceifaries; and Admiral Mackenzie 
gave flri6l orders that he ihould not be mo- 
lefled.

While I was at Adliare, Mackenzie and my- 
felf received the compliments of fome of the 
Tartar Chiefs of that country, together with 
a prefent of each a horfe» Mine was very richly 
caparifoned indeed, but his was almoft covered 
with filver. The faddle was of purple cloth, 
all ftudded over with filver nails, and from 
each fide depended a huge ftirrup of the fame 
metal, made, as is the faihion of the country, 
the fize and iliape of the foie of the foot; nor 
were the crupper and bridle left without their 
due fliare of ornaments, which at every ftep 
made almoft as much noife as the fore-horfe 
of an Englifti waggoner’s team. Mackenzie 
eyed the gawdy beaft with much pleafure, and 
in the prefence of the whole company jogged 
my elbow, and, poiftng a ftirrup in his hand, 
faid, Take you the horfe, 1 will have the 

ftirrups, by G—d; each of them will make 
a pair of candlefticks:” had he faid two pair, 

I do not think his calculation would have been 
extravagant.

I had been taken ill at Acftiare with a fort 
of ague, which prevailed in the army, and on

my

ft

it
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niy return to Karazu-bafar, my diforder was 
very much increafed; however, as I found the 
Prince juft changing his poiition, great part 
of the army, and moft of my own baggage al­
ready gone, I determined not to be left behind. 
Being too ill to mount my horfe, I got a bed 
put into one of thofe carriages which are com­
monly ufed there, and ordered horfes. I could 
get none but thofe of the irregular Coflacs, which 
were totally wild, and had hardly ever feen, much 
lefs drawn, a carriage before. My harnefs ŵ as 

' of rope, fuch as I could pick up, and I was to 
be driven by a fellow equally unufed to his 
bufinefs. My curious equipage had nearly made 
me violate a general order, by which we were 
forbidden to enter any houfe or town on account 
of the plague; for being laid in my bed with my 
valet, (an honeft faithful Wirtemburgher, whom 
I had from the prince of that name, then along 
with us,) our cattle fet oif at a moft furious 
rate. For fome time they galloped along the 
precipice that almoft overhangs the town of 
Karazu-bazar, till at length the carriage over­
turned, and we all tumbled down the fteep: 
and had we gone a little further, ihould have 
fairly tumbled into the town. Of three horfes 
which drew the carriage, two were killed on 
the fpot, and my poor valet de chambre broke 
his arm; I efcaped by being fairly turned out

D 4 with
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with my bed into a buih; my Ruflian driver, who 
had received no hurt, comforted me, as he would 
have done, had we all bro|cen owr necks, with 
N e i ’ os !  N e h s  !  ’tjs nothing ! *tis nothing ! The 
CoiTacs galloped on without taking the leaft 
notice, and fuppoiing we muil be all infallibly 
killed, cooly informed the officers at head­
quarters, that the EngUih Adjutant with his 
K e b e e t k y  had fallen down the precipice. This 
news reached the Pripce’s ears, and an officer 
with one of his Highnefs carriages was fept to 
rny affiflance. I met the officer upon the road ; 
for, refolved to iliew the Ruffians that I was as 
indifferent to accidents as thernfelves, I lay 
quietly in the buih till a new carriage could 
be procured, and then renriounting >\’ith my 
unfortunate valet, I refumed rny journey with 
all t h e  f a n g  f r o i d  I could muiler.

In the end of the winter of 1783 the Prince, 
whofe fatigues had much exhaufted him, retired 
from the Crimea to Krementchuck, to recruit 
his ilrength. In the mean time. Prince Alex. 
Potemkin, who had been fent againil the Cfficaf- 
iians, forced them to conclude a peace. They 
had, together with other petty Pates, been 
waging a pilfering war againft Ruffia ; but were 
now compelled to fend the young Prince, fon 
to the reigning Prince, to Potemkin as a hoft- 
agc. He was accordingly put under the care

Pf
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of an officer of dragoons, and conduced to­
wards Krementchuck, near which place I was 
appointed to receive him. On meeting him, 
then a boy, feven or eight years old, I informed 
him, through the medium of the interpreter, 
that the Prince-General,* though much indif- 
pofed, and even confined to bed, meant to fee 
him OH his arrival ; adding fuch other blandiili- 
ments as were likely to foothe his mind. As 
we approached his Highnefs’s quarters, which 
I pointed out to him, this young Circaffian 
feemed quite diftreifed at the noife of the bell, 
worn by the fhaft-horfe of his carriage; and 
which is tfie diftinguiihing mark of an officer 
and the Imperial poll. The amiable boy had 
no fervant near him, and was too mild to aik 
fuch a thing of m,e ; he therefore requefted, by 
the interpreter, that I would allow him to 
alight and talce off the bell, leafi: it might dif- 
turb the Prince who w'as fick. Immediately on 
my arrival I related this puerile anecdote'to the 
Commander, who inftantly received the young 
Tartar into his favour; and continued to iliew 
him ^very mark of regard and-attention.

We remained at Krementchuck fome time in 
cantonments ; when the affairs of the Crimea 
being fettled, Potemkin returned to the capital. 
As I wiihed to vifit fome parts of the country,

he
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he gave me leave to proceed as I pleafed. in 
my progrefs I again paiTed through Pultowa ; 
and being more at leifure than when I came to 
the army, I viiued with increafed intereil: and 
attention the plain where the famous battle was 
fought between the Czar Peter the Great and 
Charles of Sweden. The mound ftill remains 
that was built with the bodies of the ilain. On 
being dug into, it exhibits an awful melange of 
ikeletons of men and horfes, with the iron heels 
of boots, rufty fpurs, and broken weapons.

Here it was that Charles X II. difmounted to 
charge a body of Ruffians, at the head of his 
own regiment of infantry. His orders w r̂e 
not to fire till he ihould command them; how­
ever, on approaching the enemy, they fired: 
but, though fuccefsful, the Swedifh hero was 
fo mortified at their difobedience, that he 
mounted his horfe, and rode away without 
fpeaking one word.

On my arrival at Mofeow, I paid my refpeds 
to Count Chernecheif, the Viceroy, who lived 
in a dyle of incredible magnificence. I had the 
honour of dining with him the day after my 
arrival. 7\bout a hundred guefls fat down to 
table, behind each of whom flood one of the 
Count’s own fervants, in very fplendid liveries; 
he himfclf was furrounded by a hoR of upper

fervants,
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fervants, drefled in the moil fuperb manner : 
indeed, beiide a body guard, he kept no lefs 
than three hundred domeilics.

At Mofcow I met feveral cart-loads of Eng- 
liih midihipmen; who being thrown out of 
employ by the concluiion of the American war, 
had entered into the Ruffian fervice. They 
were under the care of a ferjeant and two ma­
rines, and were going to join Admiral Macken­
zie on the Black Sea.

After having fpent a few days at Mofcow, I 
continued my route to St. Peteriburgh ; and, 
having taken up my family at Narva, I reached 
the capital about the beginning of the fum- 
pier 1784.

As it may probably intereft my readers to 
learn a few authentic particulars of the great 
Potemkin, I iliall here prefent them with fome 
which are not known to the common herd of 
fcribbling travellers, but my fituation in his
fuite enabled me to colledl.

His levée commenced about eight in the 
morning ; at which time a little ihabby anti­
chamber, and a billiard room adjoining, were 
crowded with general-officers. Thefe apart­
ments, with a bed-room, were all he ufually 
inhabited, though he had feveral magnificent 
ones in the fame houfe : the way to thofe he
occupied led through a fuite of large rooms.

The
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The iiril enquiry made by thofe who appeared 
in the anti-chamber was, In what humour is the 
Prince?’" I fit was known he was out of temper, it 
was not unufual for many of the viiitors to de­
part immediately, well knowing that no good was 
to be done that day. Prince Serge Galitzin, 
who married one of the Prince’s nieces, had 
the greatefi: influence; for his great livelinefs, 
added to the high favour in which he ftood, 
and which enabled him, like Sir James Harris, 
to make a vifit any hour without ceremony, 
feldom failed to cure the gloom of Potemkin.

Nor was the drefs of this renowned comman­
der on thefe occafions lefs extraordinary than 
his apartments. It coniifled of a loofe rol’e de 

chamhrey w'hich in winter he wmre of velvet, and 
in fummer of iilk or chintz, flowing round 
him; his neck and breail were bare; and his 
iilk ftockings'hung about his heels. No High-̂  
lander had a more cordial hatred to a pair of 
breeches; thefe he never wore but when he drelT- 
ed. His hair flowed about his head in a mofl: dif- 
orderly ftate; and in this naked flovenly trim he 
would fit down to table with all the princes or 
general ofiicers of Ruflia.

His behaviour at table w’as as far removed 
from the common road of life as his drefs ; 
fometimes he would fit fullenly without faying 
a word; and this was not without its due efleeb

on
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on the countenance and appetites of his guefts; 
at others he was all gaiety, and kept the table 
in a roar, fo that nobody could eat for laugh­
ing ; and I have feen him more than once, after 
eating a few morfels, fuddenly ftart up, as df 
feme important idea had flruck him, and go 
into his bed-room. 1  his was the iignal for 
riling from table, for no one would lit when he 
he was up; and the guefts were expeded to fol­
low the Prince to take coffee : very often, in­
deed, when he retired with a louring afped:, 
many of his vifitors had not courage to follow, 
but took coffee in the anti-chamber; his fa­
vourites, however, never failed to ftick clofe to 
him.

He was paffionately fond of mimicry, and 
was himfelf a tolerable mimic. He adually 
raifed a genius ©f this kind from Lieutenant to 
Lieutenant-Colonel for no other merit. This 
man was conftantly kept attending in the anti­
chambers ; and was occaiionally called upon to 
divert his patron by takhig the phrafe is,
all his acquaintance. I alone efcaped ; for ha­
ving plainly told the filly buffoon, that if he 
prefumed to take any liberties with me, I would 
chaftife him, he prudently abftained, even 
though the Prince, (who had heard of my me­
naces, and wiftied to get him into a ferape,) 
often defired him*

He
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He had an extraordinary and whimiical tnsii^  

ner of puniiliing his aides de camp, when they 
exhibited any thing unmilitary in their drefs 
and behaviour. Inftead of verbal reproof, he 
ufed to fend them long difagreeable journeys *, 
and would take care they ihould fet off when 
lead: prepared. As an inilance, a young gen­
tleman who had lately been appointed, and who 
had no other recommendation than his being 
protected, appeared at dinner dreiTed in all the 
frivolity of a coxcomb: Potemkin, looked at 
him with a louring obliquity of Gou,ntenance, 
and ordered his fecrctary to prepare fome dif- 
patches. When thefe were ready, and before 
dinner was ended, the young beau w'as called 
for, and commanded initantly to ftep into a 
carriage that was waiting to carry them to the 
Viceroy of Mofeow. There was no refuiing or 
hefitating; and without even the neceifary 
cloathing for the feafon, he had feven hundred 
verfles, (five hundred Engliili miles} to travel in 
the dead of winter.

After the Prince’s return from the Crimea, 
the firfi; of the nobility gave him entertain­
ments, in which invitation, his fuite was always 
fuppofed to be included. The Duchefs of 
Kingfton, willing to imniitate thofe of the moil 
difiinguiihed rank, and wiihingat thefameTime 
to affront me, fent an invitation to Potemkin i

but
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but inftcad of faying nothing about his fuire, 
ihe fent letters of invitation to every‘ indivi­
dual officer except myfelf.

The Prince, who hated her, was refolved to 
take the fame opportunity to mortify her that 
ihe had deilined to gratify her malice to me; 
fo contriving that I ihould be on his duty that 
day, he told me he would give me my revenge, 
for I ihould not only go with him, but I ffiould 
fit next her at t̂able.

Being on duty, I was obliged to attend him 
every where, and accordingly attended him to 
the Duchefs’s, where I, with therefi, proceeded 
to pay our compliments to her Grace. My bro- 
therofficers (he received with politenefs, but when 
I approached to make my bow, fine turned 
afide from me. When we went to be feated at 
table, the Prince, under pretence of fpeaking 
to me on bufinefs, kept me near him, and fo 
arranged, that he feated me at the Duchefs’s 
elbow. It w’ould be difficult to depict the 
manner in which ihe fate, fretting and fuming 
all the time of dinner ; however I ŵas feated̂  
and ihe could not move; ihe had therefore 
nothing to do but conceal her anger, and that, 
to a woman of her violence, ŵas no eafy talk.

Though Potemkin had long ccafed to be the 
lover of the Imperial Catherine, he ftill con­
tinued to govern j and though he ŵas no longer

an
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an inhabitant of the palace, his houfe fiaci  ̂
private ‘communication with the Emprefs s a- 
partnients. Potemkin had fucceeded Orloff in 
her aifedions; and Lanikbi, who had been a 
C h evalier G arde, with the intervention of a few 
ihort lived favouriteŝ  fucceeded Potemkin. It 
would however be an endlefs talk to enume­
rate all the lovers, who fucceifively occupied 
the favourite’s apartments. Thefe coniift of 
a fuite of rooms on the entre fo l, very magni­
ficent, in which the Favourite (for fo he is always 
called,) is little better than a ftate prifoner, 
as he cannot mix in fociety, and all his mo­
tions are clofely watched.

Such was the afcendancy of Potemkin, that 
I have feen him tear an order figned by the 
Emprefs, and which only wanted his iignature, 
becaufe it had not been obtained by his means. 
The Emprefs frequently vifited him in his own 
apartments, at which time we, (the officers of 
his fuite) w r̂e ordered to attend in the anti­
chambers ; fome times ihe came unawares, and 
then all fled helter-ikelter, and, without waiting 
orders, repaired to our pofls.

Befidcs the houfe where he ufually lived, he 
had fcveral rich palaces in the town, to which 
he occafionally went, and where he kept fer- 
vants ; he had alfo fome fplendid apartments 
in the houfe I have juft deferibed, but thefe he

feldom

r
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feldom ufed unlcfs by chance in aa evenings 
when he meant to receive vifits in fome lore 
of form, but ftill Ja n s  cullottes,

Noiwithrtattding he treated officers in general 
very roughly, I always experienced politenefs 
from him, nor was he even offended with me 
when I out-manoeuvred him, which I once did 
4is follows.

A Colonel who wiffied to have his regiment 
removed from the place where it was, to an­
other province, applied to the Prince for an 
order, the Prince who had no favourable opi­
nion of the Colonel, felt no wiih to oblige him; 
neverthelefs he told him to direcil the fecreraries 
in the office to make out the order; this was ac­
cordingly done, and, in the routine of buiinefs, 
prelented with a mafs of other papers to the 
Prince for his iignature, which his Highnefs 
however evaded, and continued to do fo for 
feveral months together, till at length it begun 
to look fomewhat dirty and was eaiily diftin- 
guiihed.

When papers of this nature were brought 
before the Prince, it was cufiomary with the 
officers to arrange them in fuch manner as they 
thought fit; and as the Colonel had applied to 
me, I endeavoured to place it uppermoit; but 
the Prince continually difappointed me, by 
ihuffling the papers together like a pack of cards,

E and
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and whenever he came to this, he always threw it 
aiide uniigned.

Anxious to ferve the gentleman who had fo 
long waited for it, I procured it to be new 
drawn out and fomewhat altered in form ; when 
placing it near the top, I prefented the whole 
tooether The "Prince iliuffled them as ufual, 
but nor expecting to ie'e his old friend with a 
neŵ  face, and it happening to fall into his bands, 
he horned it without difeovering what he had 
done; nor was he difpleefed hen I told him 
(which I did fome time after) how he had been 
tricked.

I was likewife treated with much diflinclion 
by the Emprefs, from whom I received many 
prefents; one in particular I mention, not from 
its value, but becaufe it does away every idea of 
my having left Ruilia in difgrace; ihe gave me, 

• for fome little fervices I had rendered, a prefent 
of 500 ducats of Holland in fpecie, a very few 
days before my departure. The court of the 
Emprefs was very fplendid, but ihe was herfelf 
a wonder of regularity and exertion. Every morn- 
irg at five her Secretary (Beiborodko) attended 
her, at fix the intendant general of police and 
others had their audience and received their 
orders. She dined precifely at twelve, and every 
evening at nine there was a fupper for the party 
at court. The Emprefs amufed herfelf with

walking
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ivaiking about, till ilie faw theguefts feated, and 
then retired without faying a word or being ob- 
ferved by the company.

The great encouragement I had hitherto re- 
ceived, had naturally encouraged me to fplendid 
living; few can bear the idea of retrenching,
and I aril unfortunately not one of that felf-de-
nying clafs. While I had the Duchefs of 
Kingilon s houfe, it faved me much money, but 
now, though I myfelf hada lodging and table at 
the Prince’s, I was obliged to provide quarters 
for my family at an enormous expence, for 
houfes are not eafily to be hired at St. Peterf- 
burgh. Beiides, the day of adiive fervice was 
over, and the Prince, though he treated 
me with much politenefs, did not find me the 
indifpenfible officer I once was; I therefore ob­
tained leave to retire to Narva, and foon after 
from the fervice,

I immediately failed from Narva to Copen­
hagen, furniihed with letters of recommenda­
tion for Pruffia from feveral of the moil difiin- 
guifiled charadlers at the Ruffian court; parti­
cularly from the Count de Goertz, miniffer from 
Berlin, to his brother, then Major-General of
cavalry and Aid-du-Camp General to Frederic - 
the Great,

E a CHAP,
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rhe atitbor arrives at Copenhagen jufi after the î t -  

volution there,— Anecdotes of the King of Den^ 
f„arL--Goes to Pruffia.-^Cerempny of entering Potf-- 
dam,--Frederic the Gr̂ âPs mode of receiving re-̂  
ports,--^lVaits on Conite de Goertz.— Etiquette of 
prefentation to the K ing,--M eets feveral diftin^ 
gtiijbed charaPlers.^fhcHereditaryPrincPs apart ̂  
\nents defcribed,--Receives permiiion from the 
King to attend his manœuvres.— Prefented to the 
^ieen, at the palace of Shoen Haufen, near Ber­
lin.— Accompanys the Prince on fo,me private ex  ̂
peditions.— Is ordered to leave, Potfdam. Fhe 
order revoked next day,— Defcription of Potfdam,
__D e f c r i p t i o n s  a n d  a n e c d o t e s  o f  F r e d e r i c  t h e  G r e a t ,

— E x c e l l e n c e  o f  t h e  P r u f t a n  t r o o p s .

I arrived at Copenhagen in September 17&4, 
and was received in a very flattering manner by 
feveral perfons of diftin(5tion; here I met that 
worthy and exalted charader, Hugh Elliot, 
Efq. the Britiih Minifter at the court of Den­
mark. To this gentleman’s friendihip I have 
the higheft obligations; his praifes I need not 
write, they are in the mouths of all who knew
him; but I ihould be even more loft: to honour

and
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and gratitude than calumny has dared to reprc- 
fcnt me, did I not here in the moft public man  ̂
ner return him my moft ftncere thanks for the 
almoft innumerable fav̂ ours he has done me, 
though I will not pain his generous mind by a 
recapitulation of them.

The little revolution of Denmark, if indeed 
"it merits that namê  had juft taken place, and 
the Queen-Mother, to whofe tyranny the late 
Queen owed her misfortunes, had been banifh- 
ed to an eftate fo-me miles from Copenhagen. 
Ailairs had been placed in the hands of the cele­
brated Bernfdorff, and a law was palled (on ac­
count of the King’« weaknefs, which had indu­
ced him to give his iignature to any thing laid 
before him) that no edid: fliould be valid unlefs 
oounterlagncd by rhe Prince Royal.

The King whofe derangement had rather re­
duced him to the ftate of boyhood than deprived 
him of reafon, did not mucbrdiih this arrange­
ment, though he knew it would be in vain to 
make complaints. He however .contrived to 
iliew his diflatisfadion; for one evening having a 
number of papers to iign, he deftred they might 
ibe left till morning, when they iliould be ready, 
in the morning the Minifter went to receive 
them, but to his great furprize, he found the 
King had fomewhat exceeded his promife; the 
papers wer.e indeed ftgned, but his Majefty had

^ 3
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made an addition to his name, and iigned then) 
C h r i f l i a n  a7id Company. A thoufand droll anec­
dotes might be related of this monarch, but I 
cannot confent to raife a laugh at the expenfe of 
fallen worth and greatnefs.

H a v i n g  paired fome time at Copenhagen, and 
the time of the King of Pruffia’s evolutions being 
at hand, I fet off for Berlin. I croffed the Belt, 
and went through Pomerania to Potfdam, the 
reiidence of Frederic the Great.

Knowing the cuftomary mode ofprefentatiori 
and the difcipline pradifed here, I was not fur- 
prifed at the flridnefs with which I was ex­
amined at the gate of the garrifon. Every ftran- 
ger is aiked his name, his age, to whom recom­
mended, his buiinefs in the garrifon, and feveral 
other quellions of the fame nature. On being 
afked What are you ?”  I anfvvered “  A Scots 
Highlander.”  “  Whence came you ?”  From 
the Black Sea.”  What is your rank ?”  Ma­
jor of the Ruffian Army and Aid-du-camp to 
Potemkin.”  “ What is your buiinefs here?”  
“ To cornpleat my education as a foldier under 
the firft mailer in the world, your King.”  “  Have 
you any letters for the King?”  “  No; but I 
have for feveral officers, particularly Count de 
Goertz, his Majeffy’s Aid-du-Camp General.”  
“  What inn do you go to?”  Having anfvvered 
all thefe queftions, 1 was fuffered to proceed.

' ’ ' ' ..............  The
f
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The accounts given by all ilrangefs are laid 
before the King; and are, if there is any thing 
extraordinary in the report or perfon, noticed 
by his Majefly. The old warlike monarch ufed 
to receive reports in the moil perfed military 
flyle; for however engaged in iludy or buiinefs, 
his p a r a p h e r n a l i a  of fvvord, cane, hat, and gloves, 
always lay fo that he could reach them in a 
moment. A iingle page waited in the anti­
chamber; and when any reports were brought, 
announced them to the King, who putting on 
his hat, cane, and gloves, and flicking his 
fvvord by his iide, made a military hobble, (for 
age at that time prevented him from railing his 
boots,) into the anti-chamber. Here the great 
Frederic, with all martial form, flood with his 
hat in his hand till the officer had made his re­
port ; and then facing about, he retreated in the 
fame manner he had before advanced.

As foon as I had drefled myfelf, which in 
compliment to the King, I did in the Pruffian 
llyle, with boots half way up my thigh, and a 
q u e u e  down to my rump, I waited on thofe to 
whom I had letters, particularly the Count de 
Goertz, his Majefty’s Aid-du-Camp. I alked 
him how I might accompliib the object ot my 
voyage to Potfdam. Fie informed me, that for 
perfons who came recommended it was the eti­
quette to write to the King, and afk his per-

E 4 miffion
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miiïîon t6 be prefcnted to him, and to appear 
at his parades aad manœuvres.

I immediately went h,o.m̂ > wrote a few ^nes 
to the King, addreSed, (as ]th.e Counf ,de Gpertz 
had inftruôt.ed me,) 0mply ftti H o j > t̂id feat my 
letter by rny own fervan.t, jin the ufual way. 
Next morning, at lix o’clpck, I rt̂ ceived an 
anfiver, brought to me t̂ my hotel by the King’s 
running footman. The letter ŵ s in amount 
as follows :

V M a j o r  S e m p l e ,

“ It is vvfth pleafure I permit ypu tp
follow me to the mancepyres of my trpops. As
to the prefentation, you muft addrefs ypprfelf
to Count de Gocrtz, my Aid-dp-C^mp General^
who is charged with fuch affairs. Upon which,
(Major Sempje) I pmy God to h^ye yon jn hi§* * , » 
holy keeping.

** F r e d e r i c . ”
t . i : i V .

«

This laconic epifUe was fpmewhat curfous in 
its form, for it was begun fo clofe to the top of 
the paper that there was hardly room for the 
letters. About an hour after it reached me, I 
received a viiit from Count de Goertz, to whomV . i ! ll 1 ' ' • ' ' ■ ' ■ • ‘ '
his Majefty had wrote concerning me, iignify-- 
ing his intention of receiving me that fame day,

at
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at eleven o’clock; and at the parade I was pre- 
fented to the Prince.

When thefe prefentations were over, and the 
parade ended, the King’s running footman met 
nje in my way, giving me an invitation to dine 
with the Prince. This was the etiquette at 
Potfdam ; for though you are entertained at the 
Prince’s, the invitation is really the King’s. 
The Marquis de Bouille, Moniieur De Cuiline, 
(iince guillotined at Paris,) and feveral other 
officers were the fame day prefented, and receiv­
ed iimilar invitations.

Notwithftanding the King had feveral empty 
palaces, the Prince was obliged to content him- 
felf with a lodging at a brewer’s houfe. Here 

• we all met, in a fmall dining-room; where we 
had an elegant entertainment, very haiidfomely 
fcrved.
' This fuite of apartments might be called the 
Prince’s o f ie n f ib le  lodgings; but he had extended 
them far beyond the brewer’s houfe, by occu­
pying parts of two or three adjacent houfes. 
His Majefty was equally niggardly with refped: 
to fervants, of which he allowed the Prince 
very few; but feveral handfome young fellows, 
who had no warlike inclinations, were glad to 
purchafe the Prince’s livery, and wear it with- 
put wages, as a proteiilion from being forced 
jntp the army. Though the enlargement of the

apartments
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apartments might poiïïbly be concealed, forty
or fifty liout handfome domeilics could not
cfcape the penetrating eye of Frederic : he knew
in fa(il every body in Potfdam; and when he
met any of thefe volunteer lacqueys, never

•

failed to bellow reproachful epithets on them.
The King, whofe curiolity was raifed by the 

exploits of Potemkin in the Crimea, honoured 
me with fome marks of attention ; and thus I 
obtained a fort of indiredl leave to reiide at 
Potfdam, (a favour very rarely granted, parti­
cularly to military men) ; nor \yas I unnoticed 
by the Prince, at whofe parties I frequently 
made one. Having feen the King, and having, 
attended different manoeuvres where that in­
imitable foldicr commanded in perfon, I was 
recommended by my friends to go to Berlin  ̂ in 
order to be introduced to the Oueen.
, I went accordingly ; and Prince Dolgorouki, 
the RulTian Envoy there, having introduced me 
to the reit of the foreign miniilers, I was on the 
firil public day prefented to her Majeily, by her 
firll Chamberlain, Pritwitz. It was on this 
vifit to Berlin that I had the good fortune to 
become acquainted with the amiable Duke 
Frederic of Bruniwick, and General Mollea- 
dorif, Governor of the capital.

After having remained a few days to enjoy 
the plcafures of Berlin, I returned to Potfdam,

not
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iîoc without feeling fome reliiiiance at leaving 
certain connexions I had formed. On my re- 
.turn to Potfdam I waited on the Prince, who 
now admitted me more frequently into his pri­
vate parties. The Prince conitantly attended 
the King’s military manoeuvres, and I always 
accompanied him : his Royal Highnefs had, 
however, certain f r i v a î è  m a n œ u v r e s  of his own, 
at which I alfo attended, and with which the 
King was not acquainted. The great Frederic, 
as is perfeXly known, had no high veneration 
for the fair fex in general; while the Prince 
Frederic William was, like myfelf, their devo­
ted flave. Though it 'vv'as no eafy matter to 
elude the vigilance of the old warrior, the 
Prince, Baron Groothaufen, and myfelf, con­
trived now and then to iteal to Berlin without 
his knowledge.

Though thefe fallies were fome time conceal­
ed from the brave old King, it was impoilible 
they ihould be hid for ever ; in faX they were 
deteXed, and I had the honour of an intimation 
from the Governor of Potfdam, acquainting 
me that my prefence was.no longer necelfary in 
that garrifon. He would in faX have uied his 
oldeft general the fame way or werfe. This 
happened on the parade, in the prefence of the 
Prince, of whom I immediately took leave; 
$ind repaired to my hotel, in order to prepare
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for my journey. The Prince, well acquainted 
with my extreme extravagance, and fufpeding 
I might want money, though he feldom had 
fufficient for his own purpofes, fent a fervant 
to me with a handfome fupply. I then took 
horfe, and, attended by one fervant, left Potf- 
dam.

I flopped at the houfe of a friend, with the 
intention of paffing the night, and waiting the 
arrival of my baggage a'nd fervant. I wrote 
from hence, by a mefTenger, to the Governor, 
acquainting him that I had obeyed his Majeily’s 
orders with the alacrity and difpatch I owed 
to fo great a monarch; that I hoped he would 
facilitate the departure of my fervant, by furnifh- 
ing him the neceflary palTport: I added, that the 
keys of Spandau *  had made a man tremble 
who would Hand undaunted before all the ar­
tillery of the Houfe of Brandenburgh.

The Governor granted my rcquefl, inti­
mating at the fame time that I might, when I 
pleafed, return to Potfdam. After pafling fome 
time at Berlin, where I ha  ̂ now a numerous 
acquaintance, I accepted the invitation, and 
returned to that grand military academy, though

• -f

not as a permanent reiidence.

* Spandau is a garrifon not far diftant from Potfdann, where 
Frederic the Great fre^ently fent officers who gave him'of* 
fence, and kept them as long as he thought proper.

Potfdam,
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* Potfdam, rbough certainly the firft fchool for 
war, was in fa(5t no very pleafant place to in­
habit. The itriclnefs of the difcipline rendered 
every man no better than a ilave ; nobody could 
pafs or repafs the gates without being reported; 
and to the very garrifon it nearly was intolera­
ble, as the foldiers had there no opportunity, 
as elfewhere, of earning any thing by their la­
bour, as there was no trade or commerce what­
ever in that town, its inhabitants being, to  ̂
very few exceptions indeed, military.

The King endeavoured to amend their con­
dition, by ordering numbers of houfes to be 
built every year: ftill the foldiers were mifera- 
ble; but, though fuicide was frequently the rc- 
fult of diftrefs, the veteran monarch was abfo-
lutely idolized by them.

Frederic the Great had in his younger days 
been a very a(5tive man; hut when I faw him, 
he had upon him much of the infirmity of age. 
That iharp, penetrating look, which would have 
marked him as an extraordinary man, even at a 
glance, ftill remained; but he ftooped much, 
and his legs were fcarccly able to fupport his 
weight, which, however, was not enormous.

He wiihed, as far as poflible, to conceal every 
appearance of decay; and would have felt 
himfelf hurt- had any one obferved him mount­
ing his horfe. Unable to vault into his faddlc 

* . as
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as he ufed to do, he always got between hî  
horfc and a wall. This was a iignal for all, ex­
cept thofe employed in mounting him, to look 
another way. As foon as he had got his foot into 
the fliriup, a powerful huzzar, in a twinkling, 
hoiiled his Majefly into his faddle; once there, 
he galloped off immediately.

Perhaps, iince the time of Charles XII. of
Sweden no prince ever paid lefs attention to/
drefs than h'rederic the Great. His coat was 
always military, and feldom, I believe, had its 
nap difturbed by the officious intruiion of a 
bruih: this he wore buttoned tight round him ; 
and his legs w;ere cafed in a pair of large ftrong 
boots. Thefe lail, the date, of whofe antiquity 
I am not chronologifl. enough to fix, had been 
held facred from bruih and blacking; but when 
overloaded with mud, having been waihed with 
a fponge, had gradually deferted the fable, and 
aifumed a mahogany hue.

Plis hat was no way calculated to put the i*eil 
of his drefs out of countenance; it feemed their 
coeval fellow-foldier, and was fî arp before. As 
he never fpoke, even to a private foldier, with­
out uncovering and holding it in his hand, the 
right corner, by which he always held it, ihew- 
ed evident marks of hard duty.

His fnufi-box, the only gaudy thing about 
him, was of gold, of an, enormous fize, and to

this

. t ILi :■/ i >

V



■ .Anî .̂
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4:bis he was almoft perpetually reforting, not for 
pinches, but, I had almoft faid, handfulls.

Such was the exterior oi Frederic! In fuck 
a homely caiket was contained a foul capable of 
conquering and governing the univerfe! This 
was the truly great man who, amidft all the 
hurry of war, cultivated arts at home! The 
companion of a Voltaire, the avowed enemy of 
kings ; he efteemed this philofophical republi­
can, and was beloved in his turn by philofo- 
phers of all deferiptions. This was he who in  ̂
the midft of difafters, rofe in proportion .to his 
fuiferings, and not only refeued his kingdom 
from ruin, but raifed it to a pitch of greatnefs 
unparalleled in Europe! Invincible in war, 
indefatigable in exertions, and inflexible in juf- 
tice, he never had a fuperior, hardly an equal. 

At Potfdam this incomparable Prince occu­
pied but three fmall apartments, and thofe in a 
corner of the vaft palace there. They coniifted 
of a Sa//e a  M a n g e r ^  which ferved likew’ife as an 
anti-chamber, a bed-chamber and a library; 
thefe, like all the other apartments he ufed, were 
hung with blue fatin. It muft be confeifed that 
the hangings were fomewhat worfe for wear, 
the moths having made free with fuch parts as 
beft fuited their palates; the very curtains of 
the King’s own bed were fo full of holes, that 
he might have pretty tolerably reconnoitred the

approach
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approach of a vifuor, without the trouble of
withdrawing them.

He lived however but little in this palace, as 
his principal refidence was at S a n s  S o u a \  a Ihoit 
diftance from the gates of Potfdam. Here was 
his favourite retirement ; here he unburthened 
himfelf from the cares of ftate ; here he was the 
philofopher, the poli (bed fcholar, and he may be 

’properly ilyled the father of the Pruflian ic e l le s  

l e t t r e s . His company at S a n s  S o u c i  was ex̂ - 
.uemely feled; it confifted of the firft literary 
charailcrs and a few diftinguiihed generals; 
with thefe he paiTed his time in converfation 
and muiic, in which his excellence, both as a 
compofer and performer, is admitted by all the
world.

While I was in Pruffia, his Majefty had a 
violent illnefs, a little before the time appoint­
ed for the Sileiian manœuvres ; his attendance 
was thought to be impoiîible, a circumftance 
the more remarkable, as, during his long and 
rlorious reign, he had never been difappointed 
of any military operation for which he had fixed 
the time, cither by ficknefs or bad weather.

Plowevcr, juft as the feafon approached, and 
as if fuch was decreed to be the unchangeable 
fortune of the Great Frederic, he'recovered, 
contrary to all expedlation, and was perfedtly 
able to review his gallant troops as ufual.

During,

, 1 .
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'■ During his illnefs he was fo reduced, that a 
iufty itrong huzar was obliged to lift him from 
his bed to his chair, and back again. One day, 
when this faithful domeftic was lifting his royal 
mailer from his bed, the iron heel of his boot 
flipped on the wax-rubbed boards, fo that he 
found he muil unavoidably fall; he had however 
the prefence of mind to tofs his Majefty on the 
bed, while he himfelf meafured his length on 
the floor. Frighted to death, the huzar did not 
venture to raife his head, and the King who was 
hardly able to fpeak from debility, was rendered 
perfectly fpeechlefs with laughter at tne droll 
accident. As foon as he recovered his fpeech, 
he encouraged the honeil foldier to rife, and 
conceived fuch a liking to him for his fudden 
refource of thought, that he never would part 
with him from about his perfon.

From S a n j  S o u c i^  the King ufed to gallop al- 
moft full fpeed to Potfdam to the parades, 
which he feldom mifled ; he was attended only 
by two pages, who not being fo well mounted, 
had frequently much difficulty to keep up with 
him. When he arrived there, he rode brifldy 
along the line, fometimes without fpeaking a 
word, and fometimes he would converfe with 
the Governor, the other general officers, and 
fuch ilrangers as had been prefented.

F It
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It is impoilible, without having fcen the Pruf- 
han troops, to form an idea of their appearance 
and difciplinc; no miftakes ever happen, no 
awkwardncfs is to be feen; they feem rather dif­
ferent branches of the fame grand machine than 
dihincl beings. Every thing is perfcd:, every 
thing is in a Pate of rcadinefs; fo that were it 
neceffary to fend the whole army to the frontiers, 
or further, in an inilant they would begin their 
march.

The Great Frederic ufed to pay viiits on horfe- 
back, with little ceremony ; of which an inftance 
happened, in the beginning of the winter 1784, 
when the then reigning Duke of Courland came 
to Potfdam, to pay his refpeiPs to his Pruilian 
M'ajeity. The Duke had taken up his reiidence 
at an hotel clofe to the parade, bur by no means 
the belt in the place'. Flerc in a little, fhabby 
parlour, was his Serene Highnefs, dreifed in the 
niofi fpicndid ftyle, blazing with diamonds, and 
covered with the richefl embroideries. In this 
place, immediately on his arrival, he had the 
honour of a viiit from the King, who in his old 
uniform coat and ocher ufual accoutrements, 
rode up to the door of the hotel, alighted in a 
moment, and without further ceremony went 
into'the parlour; he ftopped a few minutes in 
converfacion, when he took leave, remounted his

horfc.
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horfe, and rode away with as little ceremony as 
he had approached.

The Prince and Princefs was kept under fuch 
rehraint by the King, that it was next to irnpof- 
fible for them to enjoy any pleafure. But when 
his Majehy was gone to any diilance, which pre­
cluded the poiTibility of his return for a day or 
tw'o, the Princefs never failed to give a ball, at 
the palace of Charlottenburgh, in the park of 
Berlin. To thefe affemblies, wdiich were very 
gay, the officers of the Gens d ' Armes^ and variety 
of the moil faihionable and noble perfonages 
W'ere admitted ; but the Princefs was obliged to 
be at home before the King’s return to Potf- 
dam.

■Mr

14 ■

CHAP. VIII.

^hc author leaves Prujfia  and returns ioDen?nark,—* 
Sets out f o r  England, vbhere he arrives in Decern^ 

her 1784.— Frequ€7itly v ifits  the Contineyit in the 

courje o f the two fo llow in g  years. Befpeaks a 

travelling pofl-chaife o f  M r . Lycet. M r . ly c e t ,  

not being able to arrefi him fo r  the d e b t ,  tw elve  

months after the delivery o f the carnage, proceeds 

c r i m i n a l l y  againft him .— Fhe unhappy co ife-  

q u e n c e s S e n d s  a model o f a fa d d le  and accouii e-.̂

F 2 tnent
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to  t h e  K i n g  o f  P v u ß i a . — O b t a in s  h is  p a r d o n ,  

a n d  g o e s  to  F r a n c e . — F o r m s  a n  in t im a c y  w i t h  fo m e  

o f  t h e  m o fl d i ß i n g u i ß e d  c f  a r a b l e r s  t h e r e .—P r o -  

c e e d in g s  o f  t h e  C o n t e n t io n ,  a n d  a n e c d o t e s  o f  t h e  p e r -  

f o n s  p r i n c i p a l l y  c o n c e r n e d  in  t h e  m a j f a c r e  o f  t h e  

K i n g ,  w i t h  t h e  p r o c e j f io n  to  h i s  t r i a l .

I n November 1784, I left PruiTia, and by the 
way of Lübeck, went again to Copenhagen; 
here I liaid a few days. I then fet out for Eng­
land, charged with letters for government from 
Mr. Elliot, and arrived on the 23d of Decem­
ber. I delivered the packet, with which I was 
intruded, according to inftrudlions, and having* 
fpent fome little time in London, I returned to 
the Continent, partly to gratify my turn for 
military'opefatidns,'and partly on confidential 
bufmefs. I continued to go backward and for­
ward as bufmefs or inclination led me, rill an 
event took place, which firft fitted my name for 
the mouth of calumny, and which has humbled 
me in my own eyes, more than in thofe of the 
public. Though this has been told and retailed 
a thoufand times, and though I am far from ac- 
cufing either a judge or a jury, of willing injuf- 
tice, dill will I boldly affirm, that it is not only 
poifible for both to be midaken, but that it is 
often impoifible for any but the man himfelf to 
judge of his own intentions. The cafe dood thus

with
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with me: I had befpoke a travelling poft-chaife 
of a coach-maker, Mr. Lycet. It was ordered 
to be finifhed on a particular day, and on that 
day he fent it home. My then fituation render­
ed fuch a carriage neceflary for me, and I was 
at that time able to pay for it ; but my fatal 
turn for extravagance foon put that out of my 
power. After remaining fome time in town, I 
went again to the Continent, and during twelve 
months, paiTed and repaiTed very frequently; on 
which occafions feveral attempts were made to 
{ ly y e j l  m e  f o y  t h e  d e b iy  nor was there any idea of 
calling it a  f y a u d y  t i l l  a  y e a r  a f t e r  t h e  c a r y i a g e  w a s  

d e l i v e r e d  to  m e  a t  m y  lo d g in g s  a t  K n i g h t s - B r i d g e .  

I am far from vindicating the non-payment ofa 
juft debt, but I folemnly declare that I had not 
the fmalleft idea of defrauding the coach-maker. 
I had occafion for a carriage; I was in a good 
iituation, though very carelefs and extravagant. 
But were every faihionable young man, who buys 
a poft-chaife, without confidering how it is to 
be paid for, as ftridly dealt by as I was, thq 
Newgate Calendar would, I fear, become an al- 
moft indifpenftble fupplement to the Red Book.

It is true, Mr. Lycet fwore that I had hired 
the carriage o n ly  f o r  a  w e e k ; but had he not 
fworn it, would it have appeared credible, that 
he would fit up a new carriage for a week’s hire? 
The attempt to arrcftme was admitted; beftdes,

F 3 m
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in his books there appeared an erafurey where 
the word hired  was. Had it been originally fo, 
what need to alter it? If it was not, fome 
other word muft have occupied that place. 
What that word was, or when erafed, Mr. Ly- 
cet beil knows.

it is further remarkable, that he produced 
no perfon in court to whom he had complained 
of the robbery ; he had applied to no magiftrate, 
nor had he even entertained an idea of commen­
cing a criminal profecution, till, as himfelf 
confeiTed, he had been advifed  to it. Contrary 
however to the expectation of every L a w y er \Vi 

court, the judge who tried inc, was of opinion 
that the jury ihould find me guilty of a felonious 

intention.

After fuch a charge delivered by the Judge, 
it cannot excite much furprife, that I was found 
guilty, and that I was fentenced to feven years 
tranfportation.

Notwithfeanding this had been the opinion of 
the JiidgCy and the determination of the Ju ryy  

it weighed very little with thofe who knew me, 
and who exerted thcmfelves to extricate me 
from my difficulties.

I was of courfe committed to the charge of 
the keeper of Newgate, by whom I was lodged 
in the itate apartments of that prifon. Here I 
had a room to myfelf; and having much fpare

timê
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time, I invented a faddle and accoutrement for 
cavalry, which faddle I find recently adopted 
in the Britifli army, wdth little alteration.

My model I fent to his Majefly Frederic 
William of PrufTia, who had then juil fucceeded 
the immortal Frederic the Great, accompanied 
by a letter, of which atranllation is here annex­
ed, and which, at that time, appeared in mod of 
the periodical prints, in French and Engliili.

(T R A N S L A T IO N .)

(The original being ivrote in French.)

To THE KING. P O T S D  AM,

%

7̂1 i 

■

_-̂oi

ioK'
.u

“ SIR E ,

“ W h e n  I had the honour of being 
prefented to your Majefly, on my return from 
the invalion of the Crimea, the giacious recep­
tion which I met with, and the Prong proof 
wKich your Majefty deigned to give me, (in 
moment of difgrace,) of your uncommon gene- 
roPty and condefeenPon, rivetted thofe chains, 
by which, as a man devoted to the profePion of 
war, I was already attached to your perfon.

* See Page 60.

F 4 «< Such fi
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“  Such, Sire, is my paifion for martial affairs, 
and fuch my veneration for the Pruffian arms, 
that even in difgrace and bondage, while afflic­
tions are dealt to me with more than common 
liberality, ftill my whole foul is occupied by the 
glorious fcenes I have feen, and ftill my diftracff- 
ed imagination holds to my view your Majefty’s 
godlike troops.

“  Your cavalry, the fincft in the world, I 
have often gazeff on with rapture, and the par­
ticular attention which I payed to their accou­
trements, occafioned me to make fome remarks, 
which I now beg leave, with the riioft refpedlful 
fubmiffion, to lay before your Majeffy, along 
with an accoutrement for light-horfe, an in­
vention of my own, and which I had prepared 
to lay in perfon at your Majefty’s feet, when I 
was prevented by the difgrace and deffruclion, 
into which I was plunged, by unbounded extra- 
yagance, and ungoverned paffions. Unable to 
adorn my tale, I will without further apology, 
proceed in the plain language of a foldier, to 
point out the difadvantages which your Majef­
ty’s, and indeed all the cavalry on the Conti­
nent of Europe, labour under by the prefent 
mode of faddling.

“  It is an eftabliihed cuffom in your Maje- 
ffy’s cavalry to place the faddle on the ihoul-

der

W-

r



MAJOR SEMPLE^ LISLE. 73

5S.

3̂

•s

ill!

n,

k r

dei; of the horfe, by which means he is confined 
in his movement, travels with great inconve­
nience to himfelf, is foon fatigued, is fubjedl to 
have iiftulas from the continual motion of his 
ihoulders under the faddle; and, when be be­
comes fatigued, having the weight of his rider 
fo much forwards, is fubjedl to ftumble. Was 
the faddle placed in fuch manner as to expofe 
entirely to view the ihoulder, it would add 
grace to the appearance, give eafe to the horfc, 
render him more active, lefs fubjedl to an ulce­
rated back, lefs apt to itumble, and when he 
did ftumble, would be eafily recovered by his 
rider, who, being feated about the middle of his 
horfe’s back, would fit firm, and have great 
command.

‘ ‘ My prefent iituation renders it impradri- 
cable for me to convey my accoutrement for 
iight-horfe to your Majefty by any other means 
than that of your Majefty’s Minifter at London. 
To enter into a defcription of this accoutre- 
rnent would exceed the bounds of a letter. My 
earneft prayer is, that your Majefty would fuffer 
it to be laid before you, when I hope its ap­
pearance will fay more in its favour than I could 
fay in a volume. I will, however, fo far ob- 
ferve, that it is well calculated for parade, for 
eafe, for fervice, and to encourage the men to 
clofe to the enemy, the only means by which

cavalry
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cavalry can be redoubtable or fuccefsfui. Should 
it meet with your Majefty’s approbation, and 
llioiild it be found to pofTefs the qualities which. 
I have attempted to deferibe, I ihall effeem 
myfelf the moil fortunate man on earth.

“  The hour in which I mufl' be liberated,though, 
alas! ’tis too dihant, neverthelefs advances ; and 
as it ajDproaches, I tremble for the diflicultics 
which I fhall have to encounter: that averiion 
which mankind in general have for the unfor­
tunate, will throw unfurmountable difficulties in 
my way, unlefs your Majefty, as confpicuous for 
companion as for military talent, will fuffer me 
to hand as a volunteer in the ranks with your 
grenadiers ; there I may find an opportunity of 
perifhing as I ought; further I do not expedf. 
i have forfeited all claim to confidence, of 
couifc, to command; and only feek.fuch a grave, 
as .(in fpite of my prefent difgrace) the hard fer- 
vicc which I have feen, and the dangers which I 
have braved, give me forne title to demand.

if it is a fact,'Sire, that men of courage are 
ever pofieired of the mofi; tender feelings, I can 
no where look for compailion, for pity, or par­
don, with fuch hopes of fuccefs, as to yourMa- 
jefry, and your galhnt army I Have mercy on 
me. Sire, and command your brave General de 
Mollendorif to announce to me, that you will 
fulfer me to carry arms with your Majeify’s

grenadiers.
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grenadiers, I iliall be happy 1 will wait the 
hour of my enlargement with relignation, and, 
when.it comes, fly to your ftandard.

“  With anxious impatience I attend the fen- 
tence which your Majefty will pronounce. On 
it depends my late !

I have the honour to be. Sire, with all that 
enthufiarm which fo great a Captain as your Ma- 
jefly can infpire in the foul of a foldier,

“  Your M a j e s t y ’ s

S e p t . 1790*

‘ ‘ Moft humble,

‘ ‘ Faithful and devoted fervant.”

I remained a prifoner in the fiate apartments 
of Newgate a coniiderable while. I w’as then 
fent to Woolwich, where, after fome time, I 
received his Majeily’s pardon, on condition of 
going abroad.

The encouragement I had formerly received 
on the Continent, and the proredion that I had 
fome reafon to expedl from the King of Fruilia, 
inclined me to go to Germany ; but my friends 
advifed me rather to go to France, then at peace 
with, and receiving fupplies-of every thing from 
England. They very properly fupported their 
arguments by truths which I could not deny;

that C
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that the bare pay was too fmall for my turn of 
mind, and that France then deprived of her belt 
officers w’anted men of tried ikiU and experience, 
and therefore held out a fairer profped to me. I 
yielded to thefe rcafons and went to France, 
where I remained fome time an inadive fpeda- 
tor, till want of fubiiftence forced me to apply 
to the Committee of War for employment. But 
already difgufted by their villainous proceedings, 
I declined accepting any iituation, though my 
advice was frequently taken refpeding the new 
corps they were forming. Curious however to 
fee the event of the King’s trial, I determined 
to remain on the fpot until that was over, and 
was accordingly obliged to conceal my fenti- 
ments.

I had now formed a ftrid, intimacy with 
General Beruyer, Commandant of the interior, 
a fituacion often miftaken for that of Comman­
dant of Paris, w'hereas in truth they are very 
different: the General has the command of all 
the troops in the interior, but the Commandant 
of Paris has only the command of the national 
guard in that city ; the former, Beruyer, was an 
old and excellent foldier ; the latter, Santerre, 
was a brewer. With Beruyer I went upon all 
his little excuriions. I w'as likewife very inti­
mate with Pache, the miniPer of war, Pethion^

Roland
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Roland, and feveral others of the then leaders of 
France, moil of whom have fince been guillo­
tined.

During my abode in Paris, I was an eye-wit- 
nefs of many iliocking malTacres, and I cannot 
help wondering at my own efcapcs; for at a 
time when liveries were forbidden to all but the 
foreign minifters, and brilliant equipages wholly 
out of life, I had both of the mofl; fplendid 
kind, and was generally called an a r i f t o c r a t e , a re­
proach I did not take much pains to contradicfl.

The time fixed for the trial of the unfortunate 
Louis now drew near, and vaft preparations 
were made for that purpofe. During this time 
the violence of the Jacobin party daily increafed, 
though it had not then reached its height of 
wanton and indifcriminate murder.

When the day arrived for the King to appear 
before the Convention, I, with Mr. Maxwell, 
went,in the fuite of Beruyer, to fetch him; the 
whole way was lined with troops, and the con- 
courfe of people was imnaenfe. The unhappy 
monarch was found drelTed in a morning coat 
of grey Bath coating, a waiflcoat, and, I think, 
breeches of the fame; his hair rolled up, and his 
beard long, not’expecting, as ŵe imagined, a 
viiit of that kind.’̂

A iingular

*  Clery fays that the King had received private intelligence,'
and defcribes the means by which fuch intelligence was ob­

tained.
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A fingular  delay happened ,  and  f o r a  t im e  re­
ta rd e d  the  proceilion. 1 he * decree o f  the  C o n ­
ven tion ,  o rdering  the  K in g  to be b ro u g h t  before 
them , had been f o r g o t t e n ; a m eifenger was th e re ­
fore d ifpa tched  for it,  and on his re tu rn  it was 
read to his Majefty, who bowed and co m p l ied .  
T h o u g h  there had elapfcd fufficient t im e  f rom  
the h o u r  o f  C h a m b o n ’s arr ival  a t  the  T e m p l e  
for h im  to have changed, his c loa ths ,  he w en t
dreilcd as I have j u i l  defcr ibed .

F ro m  th e  K i n g ’s wavering  condudl ,  in  his 
a t t e m p t  to efcape f ro m  the  c o u n t ry ,  and  o n  
o th e r  occaiions, I had fo rm ed  the  idea o f  his 
being a very weak and ir re fo lu te  cha rac te r  ; b u t  
I was far m i i laken ,  for his ex am in a t io n  c o n ­
vinced me, th a t  he  w anted  n e i th e r  courage  n o r  
ta lents ,  a.nd indeed f rom  th a t  day I b ecam e  d e ­

voted to h im .
W i t h  the  utmoih coolnefs and  in t rep id i ty ,  he 

anfwered in terrogator ies ,  w'hich he cou ld  n o t  
poiTibly forefee, and while his whole co n d u d t

tiilned. But at that time this clrcumftance was unknown to 
any except thofe immediately concerned.

*  Clery mentions, that though Chambon, Mczire oF Paris, 
was announced before eleven o ’clock, as being with the coun­
cil belovv, and coming up immediately to fpeak with the K ing, 
he did not appear before one; as the caufe o f this delay was 
only whifpered among the general ilaff, it could not well come 
to Mr. C k ry 's  knowledge.

evinced
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evinced firmnefs of mind, his anfvvers iliewed 
that he poifeiTed a clear underftanding, far above 
the ilandard of mediocrity.

When the King arrived at the hall of the 
Convention, he alighted from his carriage, and 
the general-officers quitted their horfes. San- 
terre and the municipal officers led the van ; 
the King walked next, clofe followed by Be- 
ruyer. They pafled along the Corridor till they 
came oppofite a fmall chamber, into which 
Santerre informed the King he muff go, while 
his arrival was announced to the Convention.

The King then addrefling himfclf to Beruyer, 
who always treated him politely, deiired to 
have fome refreihment; on w'hich the General 
told him he might have bread and wine, and he 
immediately fent for a bottle of the befi claret,

-1/7// la f e t e . "

His Majefly had drank a goblet of wdne, 
eaten a morfel of bread, and was filling his glafs 
again, when Santerre entered the room, faying, 
‘ ‘ Ijjiiis  C apet! la Convention Nationale vous de^ 

mande a f a  h a r r e ."  To this rude add refs the 
King replied with a bow, and infiantly obeyed.

The firm conduct of this unfortunate mo­
narch I have already remarked : it was fuch as 
difarrned many of his enemies; and every friend 
to humanity entertained hopes of the moif fa­
vourable kind. The cxaminaiion ended, the

King
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King returned with the fame guards. Thé 
whole was, however, thrown into confufion, by 
fome battalions refufing to let Santerre, (who 
had been delayed at the hall of the Convention,) 
pafs them, in order to get into his proper 
place, next to the King’s carriage. Santerre 
rode very badly ; and the guards, who were 
without difcipline, were afraid of his horfe, 
they therefore, after great diforder, obliged him 
to difmount, and, with much ado, permitted 
him to force his way through the mob, leading 
his charger.

The confufion flill continuing, he no fooner 
got near the carriage of the King, than, with a 
fquadron of the regiment of the D r a g o n s  d e  l a  

R é p u b l i q u e ^  and a battalion of artillery, he rode 
off with his royal prifoner, leaving the guards  ̂
to follow as they could. This procured him a 
public reprimand, as it was alledged that he 
might, for want .of flrength, have had his charge 
taken from him by fuperior force.

The King was left fome time before he was 
brought up to make his defence, of which he had 
regular notice: counfellors were alfo allowed 
accefs to him, and he chofe M a l j h e r b e s  and 
'd ’r o n c h e t to defend him; D e  S è z e ^ 2i^ afterwards 
added. T a r g e t  had been applied to, but infa- 
moufly refufed.

On the 26th of December the King was
again

i
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again brought to the Convention, with the fame 
ceremony as before ; but as he was apprifed of 
it, he appeared drelTed, ‘though very plainly. 
About ten in the morning he left his prifon. I 
had, however, feparated from General Beruyer, 
in order to introduce the Princefs Alexandre 
Luboumeriky and Mr. Ellis, an Engliih gen­
tleman, into the hall of the Convention, which 
was at that time a matter of no fmall difficulty. 
When I had placed them, I took, together with 
Mr. Maxwell and two fervants, the ihorteft cut 
acrofs the city to join the line of march ; but 
coming to a ftreet that opened into the Boule­
vards, we were flopped by a cannon and a fe­
male cannonicr, who guarded the pafs. As I 
knew it was to little purpofe to argue with a 
p o i j f a r d e ^  I turned my horfe, and paffied through 
another Breet. Having gained the rear of thofe 
who lined the road, I made up to the Com­
mander, and defired leave to pafs his line when 
the head of the march fhould reach him : he in- 
ftantly confented ; but in the mean time, and 
to cool our horfes, we walked them about in 
the rear. Here I was accoiled by a patrol, 
who aflicd me who I was ? I told him, an 
Engliffiman, waiting to join the General 
Staff, with whom I had permiffion to ride, but 
had been left behind. He anfwered, " You are 
not,, you are a C i - d e v a n t  and pointing a muf-

G ket
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ket at me, we were inftantly furrounded by a 
crowd of pikes, and a general outcry of C e

f o n t  d e s  c i - d e v a n t s d '

All we could fay availed n o th in g ; we were 
carried before the Com m iflaries of the fedtion of 

'Pgfxiple j but not being able to fatisfy them,
1  was obliged to write to Beru\er in their pre- 
fence, who no fooner received my note than he 
came, with his whole General Staff, and deli­
vered us,

A very pacific perfon, not yet mentioned, who 
was, impelled by curiofity alone, was involved 
in this adventure, which, as Beruyer obferved, 
made him haften to my aihftance, leaff, by the 
fmalleft delay, he might have met my head on 
a pike. This was no other than M r ,  N e w c o m b ^  

t h e  B o o t - m a k e r y  m o u n t e d  on  m y  h e j i  c h a r g e r ^  which, 
at his own requeff, I had lent him, that he 
might follow me to fee the proceiTion of the 
unhappy monarch to that tribunal which even­
tually* deprived him of life.

In his w'ay to his former attendance the King 
had jjceived fome, though not much infult, yet 
cnop^i to difgracc, before all mankind, the un­
feeling wretches who could be bafe enough to ufe 
itj but now a gang of fervants belonging to that
U^Nl V E R S  A L L Y  D E T E S T E D  A R C H  T r A I T O R ,

O r l e a n s , together with a hireling crew devo­
ted to him , uttered fuch Blocking abufe, fuch

inhuman
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inhuman taunts, as could not fail of exciting 
horror in any bofom not callous to every fenfc 
of mercy and decency.

So much has been faid on the fubjedl of the 
King’s trial and defence, that I fhall be li- 
ient upon it, farther than that I was individu­
ally prefent. I iliall therefore proceed to the 
time of his execution, wiihing only to lay be­
fore my readers particulars that are not gene­
rally known.
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C H A P. IX.

^ b e  C o n v e n t io n  o r d e r s  t h a t  t h e  d e c r e e  p r o n u n c i n g  t h e  

K i n g ' s  d e a t h  J h o u l d  b e  m a d e  k n o w n  to  h im  w i t h i n  

t w e n t y - f o u r  h o u r s .— H i s  c o u n f e l lo r s  r e f u j e d  a d m i f -  

f o n  to  h i m . — H i s  f e n t e n c e  a n n o u n c e d  to  h i m .—- 
P r o c e e d i n g s  t h e  e v e n i n g  p r e v i o u s  to  h i s  e x e c u t io ju  

— P b e  a u t h o r  a t t e n d s  a t  t h e  t e m p l e  w H h  G e n e r a l  

B e r u y e r .—S a n t e r r e 's  b r u t a l  b e h a v i o u r  a t  t h e  P e m ^  

p i e  t h e  m o r n in g  o f  t h e  K i n g ' s  d e a t h . — ^ h e  ^ e e n  

a n d  R o y a l  F a m i l y  r e f u f e d  to  f e e  t h e  K in g y  b y  t h e  

C o m 7n iJJ 'a r ie S y  w i t h  a n  e x p l a n a t io n  o f  t h e  r e a f o n .—■ 
S a n t e r r e 's  f p e e c h  to  h i s  M a j e f l y  w h e n  h e  c a m e  to  

f e t c h  hhU y n o t  r e l a t e d  b y  C l e r y . — M o r e  b r u t a l i t y  

o f  S a n t e r r e . . — A  m a n  m u r d e r e d  f o r  p i t y i n g  t h e

G  2  K in g »
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King.—P r e p a r a t i o n s  a t  t h e  p l a c e  o f  e x e c u t io n .

T h e  K in g ^ s  b e h a v i o u r ,  a n d  t h e  i n v o l u n t a r y  r e j p e a  

p a i d  to  h i m .— N e w  i n f  a l t s  o f  S a n t a  r e .  ̂
K i n g 's  d e a t h  a n d  b u r i a l .

Ifh ad  been decreed by the Convention, on Sa­
turday January 19th, r793> executiv
body fliould, within twenty-four hours, announce 
the King’s fate to him. This, however, was not 
done till the lateft hour of the time limited, 
though the Municipality did not negled to take 
an account of the few trifles then remaining m 
the poiTeffion of a once great fovereign, even
before the decree was paffed.

For many.days the fufferings of the unfortu­
nate Louis had been wantonly aggravated by a 
ieries of unneceilary and unprovoked cruelties; |
the Queen, his children, and filler had been in- | ’ 
humanly torn from him; but now even his |  
counfellor, the venerable Maklhcrbes, was re- !l 
fufed admiflion.

On Sunday the 20th of January the decree of 
the Convention was brought to the King, with 
equal formality and rudenefs: it was bluntly 
announced by G a r a t ,  Miniher of Juftice, and 
read by G r o u v e l l e ,  Secretary to the Council, ,| 
who, I have been affured by thofe prefent, feem- ] 
ed more terrified at i;*̂  contents than the royal 
fufferer.

The

fit



n-

:iui i

M A J O R  S E M P L E  L I S L E .  8 5

The King had prepared a paper, which he 
delivered lo Garat, deiiring three days delay in 
the execution of the fentence, that he might 
prepare himfelf for the awful feene he was to 
undergo; he alfo requeited to have a catholic 
clergyman, of his own chuiing; to be freed 
from inceflanc infpeClion, and to fee his flimily 
without witneifes. He added an earneft en­
treaty for permiflion to his family to go where- 
ever they would; and that the nation would 
confider the cafes of fome diftrefled perfons, 
chiefly old people, widows, and children, for­
merly fupported by his bounty.

The fame evening, about fix, the Convention 
returned an anfwer to this requeft of the King, 
purporting that he Ihould fend for any clergy­
man he pleafed ; that he fliould fee his family 
freely, and without witnefs j that they ihould be 
taken into confideration; that the creditors of 
his houfehold fliould be indemnified ; but the 
delay of three days was poflitively refufed.

Before the clofe of the evening drums went 
through the feveral diftricifs, with the Secflional 
Commiifaries, who publicly read a proclama­
tion ordering all windows* to be fliut next day; 
that no women or children ihould be feen in the 
flreets; and that the men ihould repair to their 
refpedlive fedlions : they alfo vifited hotels
where ilrangers took up their reiidcnce, order-

^  3 ing
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ing them either to march with the feilion, or 
to remain at home; queftioning them at the 
fame time concerning their iituation, employ­
ment, and bufinefs in town. Among others 
they came to me, when I told them, that I had 
obtained General Beruyer’s leave for myfelf and 
Mr. M a x w e l l  to march with his Staff; and that 
I was to hold myfelf in readinefs at his quarters 
at four next morning.

I attended as was appointed, and rode with 
the General to the Temple. During our march 
he feveral times obferved to me, that he was 
furprifed at my curioiity ; that, for his own part, 
were he not appreheniive that his declining to 
attend, (though no part of his duty,) would en­
danger his own head, he could not have been 
induced to be witnefs of fo awTul a feene. I  
repeat this in refpedt to the memory of the 
amiable Beruyer, who lince paid his life as the 
price of his uhihaken loyalty ; and who, though 
forced to difguife his thoughts, was ever in his 
heart the devoted advocate of the King. When 
I add that he had a wife and fix children, and
no fortune, his difguife will be thought very

•

excufeable.
- Though I had hitherto avoided going into 
the prifon- of the Temple, I now went with 
Beruyer and his Staff into the apartment where 
the Committee of the C o m m u n e  was fitting. In

a little
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a littk time the Municipal Officer then on du­
ty with the King entered, with a requeil from 
his Majefty that he might have a pair of fciffars 
allowed him to cut his hair, as he expedled 
every moment to be led forth. No oppoiition. 
was made by any of the Council, only one mem­
ber aiked the officer who brought the meifage, if 
he thought the King might fafely be trufled 
with them ? On his anfwering in the affirma­
tive, and that it was impoffible for any man to 
be more calm or colledled, the voice of every 
member concurred without heiitation in giant­
ing this requeft.

Santerre, however, who, with his Staff, was 
prefent, but had no fort of concern or authori­
ty in the affairs of the council, as foon as he 
heard the permiffion granted, brutally exclaim­
ed, “ I oppofe that! he wants to cut his hair 
“ to give it to his confeffor, to be handed about:

I will not have a relic of the tyrant left.” 
The Committee, over-awed by the opinion of 
the General, adopted his decifion; and the 
Commiffary, laying down the fciffars  ̂ returned 
to his duty.

Some time after a Commiffary came down to 
the Council with a meffage from the Queen, 
purporting, (to ufe his own words) t h a t  t h e  

w o iT ien  w a n t e d  to  f e e  L o u i s  C a p e t . The decree of 
the Convention, allowing the King to fee his

G 4 family
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family z v h e n  h e  p l e a f e d ,  was then read ; but being 
found not to enjoin that they might fee him w h e n  

t h e y  p l e a j e d y  the Council paiTed to the order of 
the day. The Prefident, as foon as this was 
fettled, probably willing in compailion to evade 
the decree, aiked if the king had cxpreiTed any 
defire to fee them; the officer faid h e  h a d  n oty  

(a circumffance confirmed by Clery,)’ and there 
the buiinefs ended.

About half-paff: eight Saiiterre went up flairs 
to bring his Majeffy down'; he was attended by 
feveral municipal officers and foldiers, fome of 
whom entered the King’s apartment, while 
others took their pofts upon the ftairs. I fol­
lowed them, and went fo far that I could, 
through the legs of thofe that were at the door, 
fee all that pafled between Santerre and the 
royal prifoner.

His Majeffy appeared as if coming out of an 
inner apartment, with two perfons behind him, 
whom I was told were his confelTor and Clery. 
Santerre immediately addreffed him to this ef- 
fc(il: * “ Louis Capet, I am come by order of

the National Convention to take you to the 
“ P l a c e  d e  l a  R e v o lu t io H y  formerly P l a c e  d e  L o u i s

* Clery fays nothing o f this addrefs ; but the anguiih and 
confufion of that faithful and aifedionate fervant might well 
prevent him from attending to the difeourfe o f thofe from 
whom he had nothing but barbarity.

“ ^ i i n z e , ^

r
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^ m z e ,  there to deliver you into the hands of 
“  high juftice.”  I did not hear his Majefry 
fay a word.

Before Santerre went up to bring down the 
King, he had propofed to the Council of the 
Commune, to //> h i t n ;  but this was rejetffed, and 
one of them exclaimed, “  Why iliould we tie 

him, are we not all his enemies.”  Santerre 
vexed at having his cruelty thus difappointed, 
told them, that lince they had refufed to tie him, 
inftead of two CommiiTaries, he fliould put two 
g e n s  d '  a rm e S y  in the coach with him.

Before his Majefty reached the carriage, he 
had to pafs through the garden of the Temple, 
and along a narrow paffage, at the end of which 
Chambon’s fhabby old coach ŵas waiting for 
him. On reaching this he looked round, as for 
fome one to give him a hand to help him inj 
but no one came near, and the infulted, fallen 
monarch, was forced to get in without aififl;- 
ance.

Santerre performed his p r o m i f e ;  for he put 
two g e n s  d *  a r m e s  into the coach, while the Coin-, 
miifaries, whofe duty it was to guard the King, 
were obliged to follow on foot as well as they 
could ; this was however only the prelude to 
thofe feenes of anarchy when no fafety was to be 
found, and when nothing was more ufual than

Tor
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for the tyrant of yefterday, to become the vic­
tim. of to-day.

The proccifion went on very flowly  ̂ with 
little infult; yet there were not wanting, fome 
whom this awful fcene could not foften into 
decency, a decency due to the feelings of even 
the world of criminals. In the principal ilreets, 
through which the fad proceilion was to pafs, 
not a window was open, and fome pcrfons who 
imprudently looked’ out at windows in the bye 
flreets, w’ere inftantly bred at.

After we had proceeded fome diilance  ̂ a 
iliocking affair took place, which mufl: have fil­
led with horror any heart, not loft to humanity. 
x\ man as the King paffed, exclaimed ‘‘ I^ue/ 

triße chav.gement! ”  w'hat a fad change I’ H e  
had no fooner uttered the v/erds, than He was 
literally torn to pieces, and parts of his mang­
led body held upon pikes before the carriage, 
to ihew the unhappy Louis, the end of what 
they arrogantly called the laß o f  his fr ie n d s .

The * proceilion met with no more interrup­
tion, till we arrived at the place, de la Revolution,

* The ilrcets v/ere compleatly lined with foldiers, cannon 
were placed at every avenue, leading into the line of march, 
f.eld pieces and heavy artillery were likewife drawn in the 
procciuon, both before and behind the carriage, and the guards, 
who led and clofed the whole, were immenlely numerous.
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the deftined theatre of regicide. Here the fatal 
machine was erected in fuch a manner, that the 
illuftrious fuffercr, could, from the f̂caftold fee 
at one view, the once pleafing palace of the

f '
Tuilleries, and the pedeftal and fragments of 
his predeceiTor’s flatue. '

The guillotine was furrounded by troops, of 
which the M a rje illo is  held the moft confpiciious 
iituation, as it was between them and the fcaf- 
fold that the King muit pafs. A place on the 
right was kept open for the General Stall, and 
the cannon filed round into the front of the ma­
chine, where they were kept primed, with mat­
ches lighted, and one in particular was pointed 
at the place of deaths with orders on the fmalleil 
cry for mercy from the people, to fire and put 
at once an end to all hopes.

When the carriage drew up oppohte the 
ladder of the fcaifold, M. de Frimont the 
King’s confelTor alighted, and his Majeily was 
like wife preparing to do fo, but was flopped as 
fpen as he put his head out of the door by San-

i.
terre, who imperioufly bade him go back ; this 
order was inftantly obeyed, and the King being 
heavy, fhook the coach vvhen he fate down; 
hence arofe the report that he had fainted on 
feeing the machine, than which nothing could 
be more falfe.

Santerre

Hi,
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Santerrc then called to fomc of the gi>ts 

d ' armes, and ordered fix of them to draw up. 
three on each fide of the way, from the coach 
door to the ladder, which was not more than 
two yards diftant. In this place, the King who 
had been made to alight as foon as thefe gens 

d 'a rm es  were pofted, undreifed himfclf; firft 
throwing oif his hat, which was inftanlly cut to 
pieces and diftributed among thofe prefent; he 
then threw off his coat, which was treated m 
the fame manner, nor did he receive any affift- 
ance, except that fome perfon folded his Ihirt 
under the collar of his waiftcoat, which feemed 
to me to be of white cotton flannel.
' He then prepared to afeend the fcaifold, but 

was told that his hands muft be tied; to this he 
quietly fubmitted, only faying it was  ̂ not necej- 

fary. Mr. Frimont was going along with him to 
adminifter the laft offices of religion, but he was 
torn away, and another prieft, a mcer raggamuf- 
fian in appearance, was put in his place, as a 
parting infult to the dying monarch.

Whether he had thus far attempted to fpeak, 
I cannot fay; for the drums and trumpets, 
which by the exprefs order of Santerre, were 
placed in immenfe number in the front of the 
guillotine, to u fe  his language, "  to prevent Louis  ̂

“  Capet from being heard flooiildhe attempt to jpeaky
made

'1

it:'

k

r



tp

,‘..u

l i i a
Di:.

-•«5

(fjii

M A J O R  S E M P L E  L I S L E .  9 3

made fuch a aoife as rendered it impoiîible to 
hear a word. As foon as the King came upon 
the fcafFoid, he looked at the fatal machine, and 
then walked towards the front, bowing to the 
people as if he meant to fpeak. Notwithftand- 
ing the drums and trumpets had been placed 
for the purpofe of drowning his voice, no fooner 
did his Majefly appear to be preparing to ad- 
drefs the fpedlators, than the noife ceafed in an 
inftant, and the moil profound and folemn fi- 
lence prevailed. He attempted to fpeak, but 
inflantly Santerre called to the executioner to 
do his duty, who going behind his Majeily, at­
tempted to pull him away by the arms ; but 
not being able, his ailiilant got before him, and 
pufhing againil his breail, they together forced 
him* near to the centre of the fcaflold, in a line 
with the guillotine, he likewife called immedi- 
ately to the drums and trumpets, who again
began to make a noife.

The prieil now approached ; but the King 
faid fomething to them, on which they retired 
a ilep, and he continued uttering, probably a 
prayer, for a few féconds. He then laid him- 
felf voluntarily on the board of the guillotine, 
which was inilantly put in its place; the execu­
tioner immediately proceeded to tie him, and 
his afliftant to fix the collar that was to fecure
his neck. While he was doing this with one

• hand
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hand, and before his mailer had done his part̂  
he with the other hand held the firing that was 
to difcharge the machine, and ere the collar was 
failened, pulled it, and put a period to the fuf- 
ferings of the once great fovereign of France, 
who fo lately, and fo juftly was idolized by.all 
the people of that nation.

No fooner had the guillotine performed its 
dreadful office, than the executioner made a 
pretext to prefs the knife down, as if it had not 
gone quite through the neck, and that the head 
\\2iS, o ? i  b y  h i s  h a n d s - , but this was unne-
cefTary, as the fall of the machine did its duty 
compleatly.

The affiftant caught up the bleeding head, as 
foon as it was fevered from the body, and hold­
ing it by the hair, expofed it to view on every 
fide of the fcaifold, crying out, V i v e  l a  r e p u b -

l i q u e ,  l e  t i r a n  n 'e j l  p l u s ; '  he then threw it down 
at his feet, and went to affifl his mafter to put 
the body into a long bafleet, which was already 
bloody with the gore of numerous vidlims. The 
ruffian then again held up the head as before, 
and after expoling it fome little time, ftanding 
a few paces from the bafket, tofled it in with an 
air of difdain.*

Many now prelTed round to dip their hand­
kerchiefs in the King’s blood, and the city rc- 
founded with fhouts o f ‘‘ v i v e  l a  r e p u b l i q u e P *  nay,

’ fo
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fo eager were / o m e  for blood, that (I bluih to 
relate it,) thefon of an eminently rich Yorkiliire 
clothier gave to a I V la r J e iU o is  fifty crowns, to 
ftain his handkerchief in that of the murdered 
King.

The body of the unfortunate Louis was then 
taken to . the church-yard of St. Magdalen, 
where it was put into a hole fifteen feet deep, 
amidft a large quantity of quick-lime ; a guard 
was fet overit for feveral days, that (to ufe their 
own expreflion,) n o t  a  r e l i q u e  o f  r o y a lt y  7n ig h t  b e  

l e f t .
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CHAP. X.
*

S a n t e r r e  f e n d s  a  l e t t e r  to  t h e  C o n v e n t io n ,  a n n o u n c in g  

t h e  K i n g ' s  d e a t h ,  w h i c h  t h e  P r e f i d e n t  d e c lm e d  

r e a d i n g  a l o u d .— T h e  c i t y  o v e r w h e l m e d  w i t h  f o r  

r o w . — K h e  a u t h o r  f e n d s  a jt  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  K i n g ' s  

d e a t h  to  L o n d o n .— R e f o l v e s  to  l e a v e  F ra n c e ,»  a n d  

r e c e i v e s  a  p a j f p o r t  f o r  t h a t  p u r p o f e . — I n  d a n g e r  

o f  b e in g  a r r e f e d  a s  a  f p y . — M a k e s  h i s  e f c a p e  

f r o m  P a r i s . — P a j f e s  f e v e r a l  g a r r i f o n  t o w n s  b y  f i r  a -  

t a g e m ,  a n d  r e a c h e s  B n i j f e l s . — D if fm  a l t y  o f  p a f f i n g  

- t h e  Cordon, a n d  t h e  m e t h o d  h e  to o k  to  a v o i d  Ant­
werp, w h e r e  Dumourier t h e n  w a s . — A r r i v e s  a t  

H o o g j i r a t e n . — S t o p s  f o r  r e f r e j f m e n t  a t  B a a l - H e r -

t o g .
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g 6  t h e  l i f e  of

tog.— Reaches Bois le D u c .— Propofes an enters 

p riz e  w hich is approvedy and occajions him to go 

to the Hague.— Returns w ith  pow er to carry his 

plan into execution.

S a n t e r r e  difpatched one of his Aides-du- 
Camp to announce to the Convention the death 
of the King, as foon as his head was ftruck off; 
he himfelf (laid to fee the body interred, and 
then rode to the hall of the Convention.

The letter he 'had fent by his Aid-du-Camp 
contained fo many boaifs of his own iliocking 
brutalities, that the Prefident refufed to read it 
aloud, and contented himfelf by announcing the 
event to the Convention. The whole city feem- 
cd quite melancholy: for fome days hardly any 
one was to be feen in the flreets, and the few 
that flirred out, wore evident marks of grief 
and difmay in their countenances. On the night 
of the King’s death I went into feveral of the 
theatres; they were empty; and I am well con­
vinced that nine-tenths, not only of the people 
of Paris, but of all France, at that time were 
Pill devoted to their fovereign, but they wanted 
a leader and confidence in each other, to enable 
them to prevent, or to avenge his fall.

Mr. Newcomb, before-mentioned, who had 
only waited in Paris to fee whether the Con­
vention w'ould dare to put their threat in exe­

cution.
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cution, remained with me that night till I wrote 
an account of the ihocking buiinefs, with which 
he and his fon immediately fet off for London.

The following evening, the theatres hill con­
tinuing empty, the traiterous Orleans hired a 
mob to fill them, and to give to the place the 
air of chearfulnefs ; but all was in vain; an 
evident gloom overfpread the once gay metro­
polis, nor was it till feveral days had elapfed 
that joy rc-appeared.

Difguhed to the higheit degree with the. ex- 
cefTes I daily witneifed in a country to which I 
had gone merely by the advice of my friends, 
^nd expeefling war to be declared by my own 
fovereign, I determined to Join the allies. I 
therefore addreffed the Convention, telling them 
that my circumftances had induced me to offer 
them my fervices when they were at peace with, 
and receiving fuccouts from my country; but 
that as firmly devoted to Britain as Frenchmen 
were to France, and perceiving war*' at the eve

*  I was fo far right in my predidion, that before I  had dme 
to leave Paris, the Convention declared war, (to ufe their own 
words,) “  Non centre le 'peuple Anglais et Hollandois, mats 
** centre les tirans Geofge et le Stalhouder.”  Neverthelefs, 
they commenced by waging war againft the people, for the;f 
immediately laid an embargo on all Britiih* veifels, feized all 
Eritiih property in France, and in every way harraifed and im- 
prifoned fuch of his Majefty’s fubjedfs as had not left the 
country.
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of breaking out, I begged they would grant nre 
a paifport, that I might hafle to my poft.

This requeil they complied with, and even 
feemed pleafed with my boldnefs. I was, not- 
withftanding, under fome apprehenfion of being 
arrefted as foon as I iliould begin my journey, 
and therefore refolved to depart unawares. In 
the mean time I paid vifits to all my friends, 
telling them that I iliould leave France in ten 
or twelve days.

The precautions I took were not without 
reafon; for the fame day, while dining at the 
houfe of a lady where it was known I paft ail 
iT iy leifure moments, a perfon belonging to the 
Convention, whofe foie fludy has invariably 
been to do good, and to whofe kind offices many 
fiibjedh of all nations owe their exiftence, came 
in difguife, and acquainted me that I was de­
nounced to the Committee of Public Safety as 
a fpy, and as going to join the enemy, by Max­
well *, Le Brun, and my landlord; and that the

order

* This gentleman, I afterwards learned, was the Dr. Max- - 
well who had fled from Portland Road, on aceount of fome 
improper meetings held at his houfe. 1  firft met him at 1 ache s 
office. He attended there for months, offering fome rifle bar­
rels, which he brought from England, and foliciting the com­
mand of a company of rifle-men. He had been proteiled by 
Servan, the former Minifter of War; but Servan having refu- 
med the poll of General, Maxwell’s interell was at an end; andthe

lb-
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^  order for my arreilation had juil been iiTued. 
. I l  talked of furrendering myfelf, but he ftrong- 

|jly difluaded me, as fadlion, not juilice, then 
•^prevailed. As I had for fome days been pre- 

J bi paring to fet oiT from that lady’s houfe, I had 
, l^oremoved nearly all my baggage thither piece- 
^̂ ^̂ :meal; and had ordered my valet, who remained 

at home, and on whofe fidelity I could depend, 
to leave fome of my cloaths, maps, arms, &c. 
in confufion, as if I had, as ufual, gone out; 
land to fay to any one that might enquire for 
me, that he could not tell when I iliould come 
in, but that I might certainly be found, as was 
my common pradtice, at eleven the next morn­
ing. It was, however, my intention to have

ifet out that night, and to have taken him with
- rams a me,

^  groom whom, from not fufficiently know-
(ing, I had fufpedted to be capable of betraying 
:me, I kept conilantly near me ; I would not fuffer 

"“"|him to go out of the lady’s houfe; and when her 
‘̂‘‘̂ ' îfervant had prepared her cabriole, with w'hich I 
«(jj.ameant to efcape, I made him get into it, and 
isi|then followed myfelf. I drove to St. Dennis; 

?il»i*iwhere I told the Poil-Mailer that I w'as going 
upon military duty, defiring him to furniih me

the firft Secretary having introduced him to me as my coun­
trymen, I recommended him, and his fervices were accepted.

: ten
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withhorfes, and to take care of mine until I 
came back; with which requcft he complied.
I then judged it proper to explain myfelf to my 
fervant, who declared himfelf determined to fee 
Kie fafe over the frontiers, or to die by my fide.

By ftratagem I palTed Cambrai and Valen­
ciennes. Arriving at the gates, 1 called loudly 
for the officer of the guard, and telling him 
that I came from Paris on urgent bufinefs, I 
demanded, in great feeming hafte, that he would 
give me one of his guard to condudt me to the 
Commandant’s houfe ; and leaping out of my 
chaife, direded my fervant to drive to the poil, 
and get frefli horfes put to the carriage immedi­
ately. By this means I prevented interrogation 
at the gates ; and when we came to the Com­
mandants, who were then men without military 
knowledge or experience, I pretended to have 
been ordered to join the army of the North by 
the Convention, and to inform him that fome 
troops of the line were on march to join Du- 
mourier, whom he might expeél in his gafrifon 
in a few days.

A plaufible ftory was all that was necelTary; 
and, iiiftead of demanding my pafs, I was only 
aiked queftrons about the death of the King 
while the horfes were preparing.

Thus I reached Bruifells, where I confidered 
myfelf as fife, having fo many acquaintances ;

but;
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but the greateft difficulty lay in paffing the c o r -  

d o n  formed by the army : I therefore applied to 
Prince Louis d’Aremberg, who accompanied 
jTie to the quarters of General Moreton, then
commanding at BruiTells.

From Moreton I folicited a paiTport, which 
he readily gave me, but informed me at the 
fame time that his pafs was but of little ufe, 
for that an Engliih General, to whom he had given 
one fome little time before, had, neverthelef?, 
been detained at Odend. Upon confulting with 
D’Aremberg it was refolved, that I ffiould pur- 
chafe a couple of horfes, and endeavour to go 
round Antwerp, as Dumourier, with a large 
body of his army, was then there; and I was 
well known to that General and mod of*his 
officers.

I immediately purchafed the horfes, and fet 
. out in a few hours from my arrival, contriving 

to reach Antwerp a little after the gates were 
drut. This precaution was neceiTary, to furniih 
me a pretext for dopping in the village; for 
had I arrived there before the gates were lock­
ed, I mud either have gone, in, or have made 
myfelf the objedl of fufpicion, by remaining at a 
paltry c a b a r e t  when I might have been elegantly 
accommodated in the town. T o  have reached the 
gates any condderable time after their being 
ihut would have excited as much fufpicion «s
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t o  have flopped in the village while the town 
was open: I was therefore obliged to calculate 
very nicely, and to alTume the appearance of 
having rode furioufiy to reach the town in time.
I managed this manœuvre fo fiiccefsfully that 
the inhabitants of the fuburbs, concluding that 
I was in as great haile as I appeared to be, of- 
hciouily called to me as I paifed, that I might 
moderate my fpeed, for that I was too late to 
pafs the gates. I however galloped on, 
with fccming anxiety, to the barrier, which I 
found ihut. This was what I wanted ; fo, with 
apparent difappointment, I returned to the 
fuburbs, and went into the firft pubiic-Jioufe I 
faw.

Here I’ordered refrefliment for my horfes and 
myfelf, pretending that I mufl be ready to go 
into the town as foon as I could obtain admif- 
fion; but having during the evening met with a 
perfon who had formerly ferved me, and in 
whom I could place confidence, I opened my 
mind to him, and he confented to be my guide 
round the town, in the dead of night there­
fore, when all was quiet, i again rpounted my 
horfe, and fet out, accompanied by my guide, 
who condudled me fo well, that before day-light 
he left me within fight of my diredl road.

As the day approached, 1 confulted with my 
Servant, when we determined, that if we fell in
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a centinel of the troops of the line, we 
IhoLild endeavour to approach and ilioot him; 
but if he were a G a r d e  N a t i o i i a l e , (whom we 
knew at that time to be whoJly unacquainted 
with the bufinefs offervice, and whom we could 
at once diflinguiih from the ilriking difference 
of the uniform,) that I Ihould endeavour to get 
the counterfign from him; fortunately the firil: 
we encountered was a G a r d e  N a t i o n a l e . .He 
challenged me; I anfwered that I was of the 
General Staff, fent to vifit the ports, and to ex­
amine the centinels, fome o f  whom had furtered 
Aurtrian fpics to pafs, and were foppoied to 
have forgot the counterfign. He replied that it 
was not him, arid after fome altercation gave it 
to me. I thereupon pretended great fatisfacrtion, 
and exprerting the uneafinefs it would have given 
me; to have been obliged to have ordered fo 
fine a young man to have been Ihot, I rode on. 
Having obtained this, I had no difficulty to pafi> 
another centinel, whom I foon afterwards met, 
and early in the forenoon, found myfelf in the 
Dutch village of H o o g ß r a a t e n y  w hich lies about 
half-way between Antwerp and B o i s  l e  D u e ;  hi­
ther I learnt the enemies parties frequently came, 
even before the declaration of war.

My rtay in this village was confequendy very 
fiiort; and from thence I went toBiv^rle-Hertog-,

H 4 b.uf
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but even here I was told I was by no mean4 
fafe. Flowever both my horfes and myfelf being 
much fatigued, I went to fleep in a part where 
I thought I ihould not be readily found: my 
horfes were likewife difpofed of fo as not to be 
eaiily come at, and I had dire(5led my fervant  ̂
in cafe of ahrm, to turn them adrift. After a 
few hours reft, but before day-light, I again 
fet forward, and without any interruption, ar­
rived at B o i s  l e  D u e  the fame forenoon.

The whole appearance of this place indicated 
nothing but the profoundeft peace; the Gover­
nor, the reigning Prince of Hefle Phillipfthal, 
and the Commandant, Major General Douglas  ̂
feemed unconfeious of the prefence of war. The 
French army, which under Dumourier had inva­
ded the emuire, had juft been defeated near Aix 
la Chapelle, by Saxe Coburgh, and the Duke 
Frederic of Brunfwick, the former of whom 
purfued the flying army into the country, be­
tween M a e j l r i c h t  and L e i g e ,  while the latter with 
his ufual prbmptnefs, marched immediately 
from Aix into Plolland by the way of the Rure, 
and was then advancing towards Bois le Due, to 
prevent it from falling into the hands of the 
enemy, an event which the garrifon did not 
feem to apprehend, though they were not pre­
pared to refift, and though a large army of the

French

tAi'i
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French under General MalTena, lay at Ant- 
iwi werp, and were already preparing to. attack 
7̂  Williamiladt and Breda.

This was not a time for a- man of any adivity 
b i  t o  be idle. I had not paifed the French lines 
vn without making fome obfervations on their po- 
ai fitions. I therefore immediately propofed an 

(tnterprize, which was highly approved by the 
Dll Governor and Commandant of B o i s  l e  D u e .  I 
^ was indeed received and attended to by them 

with the utmoft refped, as the Hereditary 
,|i Prince of H e j f e  P h i l l i p f t h a l ,  fon to the Governor, 

had ferved in RuiTia, and had conceived a high 
regard for me, and a favourable opinion of my 
talent as a foldier.

This enterprife which was deemed pradlica- 
i ble by all the military men of experience, was 
t to furprife one of the enemy’s Generals, and 
( carry him otf from his quarters, a buiinefs 
j which only wanted a fmall (hare of refolution 

and fome ingenuity; for that. General, at that 
. period, expofed himfelf to fuch an accident, by 

' placing his quarters in a iituation totally de- 
tatched from his army, *and having no otner 
guard than a few orderly commiilioncd, and 

•: non-commiflioned officers.
The Governor and Commandant not having 

the power to carry my propofal into effed:, 
neverthelefs judged it proper to lay it before the

Stadtholder.
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Stadtholder. This delay though probably fliort 
was too much for my impatience, and I was on 
the eve of fetting out to join the Duke Frederic 
of Brunfwick, when I received a letter direding 
me to proceed immediately to the Hague.

I accordingly fet off without delay, and had 
an interview with the Stadtholder, and fome of 
his Generals, who finding my plan practicable, 
gave me an order to the Prince of HeiTe Phil- 
jipfthal, inftruCting him to give me from the 
Cavalry, in the garrifon of B o i s  l e  D u C y  fuch a 
detatchment as I might judge necefiary.

CHAP. XI.

i -  !
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C h a n g e  in  t h e  o p e r a t io n s  o f  t h e  F r e n c h  y w h i c h  d e f e a t s  

t h e  a u t h o r 's  p l a n . — H e  g o e s  to  c u t  o f f  fo m e  f o r a g e  

b e lo n g in g  to  t h e  F r e n c h y  in  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  A l p h e n .  

— F e r f e f i l y  f u c c e e d s . — E m p l o y s  a  b o ld  f t r a t a g e m  

to  r e c o n n o it r e  B r e d a . — F i n d s  t h e  D u k e  F r e d e r i c  

o f  B r u n f w i c k  j u f  l e a v i n g  B o i s  l e  D u e y  a n d  f o l l o z v s  

h im  to  t h e  v i l l a g e  o f  O o f l e r w y k . — J V i t h o u t  t im e  to  

r e f t  o r  t a k e  r e f r e f b m e n t y  d i f p a t c h e d  to  S a x e  Co-> 

b o u r g b .— I s  p r e f e n t  a t  t h e  m e m o r a b le  b a t t l e  o f  S t ,  

I r o n d C y  w h i c h  l a f t e d  t h r e e  d a y s . — T h e  d e f p e r a t e  

t a k i n g  o f  O o f t m a a l .— A c c o u n t  o f  t h e  b a t t l e  y w i t h  a n  

a n e c d o t e  o f  t h e  A r c h  D u k e . — R e t u r n s  to  t h e  D u k e

of
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gJ  B r u n f w i c k ^  a f t e r  a  m o ft e x t r a o r d i n a r y  jo u r n e y  o f*' r
 ̂ f a U g i i e  a n d  d a n g e r . — W it h o u t  f l o p p i n g  p r o c e e d s  to  

t h e  H a g u e ,  a n d  g i v e s  a  d e f c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  b a t t l e  to  

t h e  S t a d i h o l d e r .

D . k. kc my abfence from that city, the 
French had inverted W i l l i a m f l a d t .  B r e d a  had 
furrendered to them without a blow, and the 
Duke Frederic of Brunfwick, at the head of a 
fmall Pru-rtian arm.y, had already reached Bois 
le Due. ’ The approach of this Prince, induced 
the French to be fomewhat more circumfpetf, 
and to makê  a retrograde movement; by this 
change of affairs, my plan neceifarily fell to the 
ground. Neverthelefs, I had no fooner ex­
plained myfelf, with the illuifrious Pruffian 
General, whom 1 found in the houfe of the Prince 
of Hcife Philliprthall, than he difpatched me at 
the head of a detatchment of huzzars, to pene­
trate as far into the country as I could, and to 
prevent, ifpoirtble, the tranfport offome forage, 
which the French had colletrted near Alphsn, 
into Breda.

I left Bois le Due, with my detatchment, on 
the night of the 13th of March 1793, direding 
myfelf upon Tilbourgh, a Dutch village, 
where, though only three leagues from the gar- 
rifon I had left, I found the tri-coloured 
cockade difplayed. I colleded the magirtrates,

and
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and ordered them topubliih immediately« through 
the town  ̂ that wherever I found the cockade of 
the French, in one hour from that moment, I
would tre^t it as an enemy.

I here learnt that the French General, com« 
manding in Breda, had fent out detatchments 
into the country, towards H o o g j i r a a t e n , to force 
the farmers to fenQ all their waggons during that 
night to Baerle-Hertog, for the purpofe of tranf. 
porting, on the following day, the forage they 
had been able to colled into the garrifon.. This 
appeared a meafure of too great importance to 
be overlooked : notwithifanding therefore there 
was much to rifque, by penetrating Fo far into 
the country, ilill the objed was worthy an at­
tempt, even though I was forced to pafs the 
garrifon of B r e d d y  and confequently expofe my- 
fclf to the danger of being cut off. After having 
dctatched an officer, withfome huzars to Kaam 
to deftroy fome forage I could not carry off, I 
marched by R e i l  to A lp h e U y  a league from Baerle- 
Hertog. Here 1 lay upon my arms, till about 
two o’clock in the morning, watching the vil­
lage, Teail: intelligence of my approach ihould 
go to the enemy; leaving an officer and fome 
huzars to occupy A l p h e n .  I then proceeded to 
B  a e r i e ’’ H e r  togy where I knew the Commiffaries 
had direded the waggons and carts to affemble 
the preceeding night. I reached that village

early
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krly in the morning, which I entered full fpeed
in almoft every diredion.

The effeds of this well concerted furpr^e 
were fuch as I expeded; the Commiffaries and 
their guard fled with the greateft precipitation 
towards infomuch that I was only able to
take two prifoners of the huzars f/c /a  l i b e r t é .

I however prevented the waggons from putting 
in execution the buiinefs for which the french 
had collecflied them; and after cutting down the 
B o n n e t  R o u g e  planted by the regicides, I began 
my retreat in the forenoon of the 15th of March 
towards Bois le Duc. When I left T é ir le h o u r g h  

"on the 14th, I had difpatched a meflenger to 
the Due Frederic, acquainting him that I found
it neceflary to go on to A l p h e n  that day, and 
might perhaps be obliged to go oh ifill furthei ; 
I therefore folicited his Serene Fîighnefs to fend 

,out a detatchment of infantry to fecure my re­
treat, otherwife my return would become prob­
lematic. I delayed no time in regaining the 
'Village of A lp h e U y  where I found the det^tch- 
ment I left there forming e n  b a t t a i l l e ,  in confe- 
quence offome of the enemy’s fcouts having ap­
peared at a diftance.

After having reconnoitred the" countiy and 
given fome refreiliment to my huzars, I con­
tinued my march under fome anxiety, ufing
every precaution to prevent furprife by the

enemy,

. / , I
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enemy, who 1 was confident muil have learnt 
the nature of my expedition, and the frnallnefs 
of my force, and would probably attempt to cut 
off my retreat. I had not however proceeded 
far on my route, when I w'as met by a rneiTen- 
ger, whom the Duke Frederic had fent to re­
call me, and to inform me that that very morn­
ing, the firfi: column of his army had left B o i s  

l e  D u e ,  and part of it would that evening reach 
^ i t h o u r g h , whether I was diredled to repair, 
and where my detatchment was to return under 
the command of its proper officers, after which 
I was myfelf to join his Serene Highnefs.

This cheering intelligence removed all ap- 
preheniions of danger, and in the evening I 
reached X i l b o u r g h  without having met with any 
oppofition, there I found the officer who I had 
deratched to K a a m , and who had executed the 
purpofe of his miffion. Here, in confequence of 
the Duke’s order, I gave up my charge; but in- 
head of going immediately to B o i s  l e  D u e ,  I 
conceived the idea of reconnoitring the polls 
occupied by the French in the environs of 
B r e d a .  To effed: this purpofe, W'hen midnight 
had fcarcely yielded to the morning of the i6th 
of March 1793, taking with me a non-commif- 
honed officer and a trumpet, 0 7 t ? n y  o w n  a u t h o r i t y ,  

I fet out to fummons B r e d a ,  about four or five 
leagues diilant. I well knew that garrifon could
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be no ftrangers to the advance of the Pruffian 
arniy, a circumftance which would give an air 
of truth to the R u /e  d e  G u e r r e  I meant to play 
upon them.

At day-light I approached the garrifon, and 
fummoned it to furrenderto the Duke Frederic 

Pof Brunfwick, for the King of PruiTia with the 
|ufual formalities. My fummons of courfe was 
'but little attended to, but I had obtained all I 

wanted,. a knowledge of the out-pofls held by 
the enemy. It was now about feven o’clock in 

;̂ the morning, and I returned to B o i s  l e  D u c  fo 
rmuch fatigued, that it was with difficulty I 
: could fit my horfe. I there found the Duke

k
!3 preparing to follow his fécond column to the 

village of O o j i e r w y k  about a league diftant, which 
he had appointed for his head-quarters. I re­
ported to his Serene Highnefs the fuccefs of my 
expedition; he was but juft fetting off, and de- 
fired that I would dine with him at his new 

: quarters. .
This invitation was a command which I could 

not evade. I therefore haftened to my apart- 
■ ments to change my drefs, which I had not been 
: able to do for three days before ; but my horfes 
‘ were no longer able to carry me, and my fer- 
' vants were fo much fatigued, that I found they 
I c o u l d  not follow ; I therefore borrowed a groom 
' belonging to the C h e v a l i e r  d 'A n i r a s ,  formerly a

page
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page to the prefent King of France; for him f 
alfo borrowed a horfe; and I inyfelf mounted !' 
one which the Prince Frederic of Brunfvvick \ 

had lent me fome time before, and then follow- ; 
ed the Duke Frederic to O o f t e r w y k . I found his i 
Serene Highnefs about to fit down to table; he 1: 
placed me by him, and then informed me that, du- i 
ring my abfence, he had received different letters 
from Prince Saxe Cobourgh, who, with the Au- 
ftrian army, lay then between M a e j t r i c h  and S t *  

^ r n t d e y ^ n d  which rendered it indifpenfibly necef- i 
fary for him to fend to that Prince. His S. H. fur­
ther obferved, that, as I had been for fome time in 
that country, and knew better than any of his i 
officers could do the exaifl iituation of the ene­
my, the Britifh, the Dutch, and his own army, 
that he had a deiire to fend me, though he had 
felt much regret at impoiing a taik on me which 
could not but be irkfome to one who had been 
on horfeback iince the night of the 12th. I 
told his S. H. that on the day of fervice neither 
fatigue or danger were coniiderations with a 
Briton, and that he Would always find me ready 
to execute whatever he could command. To 
thofe who knew the gallant and amiable Duke,| h 
it is unneceifary to defcribe the eifedl which my I :r 
anfwer had upon him ; and to thofe w'ho have I 
not thp Iiappinefs to know him it is a matter || Ot 
cf little import. I will therefore only fay, thatS«;

before!
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before his S. H. rofe from table, I was dif- 
patched, attended by a huzar and the groom of 
d *  A n t r a s ,  I took peafants horfes and a guide, 
from village to village, making a flraight line 
upon S t .  S ^ 'ro n d e . Arriving at H e f t  e l l  on the 
night of the 17 th of March, I learnt that Saxe 
Coburg was near S t .  T r o n d e y  and that D u m o i i r i c r  

in three numerous columns commanded by him- 
feif. Valence and Miranda were preparing to 
attack him, the iituation of the Aufirians was 
defcribed to me as extremely critical; their 
numbers far inferior to that of the enemy, much 
fatigued by harrafiing marches and almoft with­
out cannon; in iliort, it was the general opinion 
that they would be defeated.

As foon as the Mayor of H e f t e l l  could procure 
me horfes and a guide, I continued my march 
on the poit road to S t .  F r o n d e .  As I approached 
that town, (very early on the 18th of March,) 
I heard very diftindry a heavy cannonade, and 
I met part of the Auftrian baggage coming away 
in fome diforder. I found the town in the ut- 
moil confufion, full of carriages, fome driving 
off as fail as they could, and others waiting for 
horfes; I then found that the two armies were 
feriouily engaged, and the defeat of the Auilri- 
ans from the great difparity of numbers was 
deemed unavoidable. With the afiiilance of the 
magiilrates, I procured freih horfes and a pof-

I tillion
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tilUon for a guide, and then went forth to look 
for Saxe Coburg in the field ot acflion.

Being wholly unacquainted with the pofition 
of the armies, I left it to my guide to conduit 
me, which he did, until, to my furprife, I 
found myfelf in the rear of a French column. 
In fuch a pofition, there was little time for re- 
fleilion, and I determined inftantly to pafs be­
tween this and another column, which I per­
ceived at fome diitance on the right j the enter- 
prize fcemed fraught with danger, but it was 
authorifed by neceility, as I could not tell whe­
ther there was not another French column to 
the left: in ihort it feemed to me, that the moil 
certain and evidently the fliorteil road to the 
Auftrlan army, was through the French columns; 
this plan I adopted; I therefore direiled my 
guide to look to his own fafety: and telling the 
fervant of d " A n t r a s  that it was not his bufinefs 
to die, I advifed him to accompany the guide, 
(my huzar I had already difpatched the night 
before, towards D i e j l y )  but this intrepid boy re- 
fufed to leave me. We then rode on at an eafy 
pace, until we were on a line with the head of 
the columns moft advanced. I could then per­
ceive fomc part of the Auftrians at a diitance on 
my right front, and nearer and almoit diredly 
before me a body of cavalry ; to thofe then I 
fled with all the fpced the wretched horfe on

which
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which I was mounted was capable of. In the 
buitle of adion, I was not perceived by the 
French, but as I approached the front of the 
Auflrians, an officer rode up to examine me, 
and a very few paces behind him, I perceived 
on foot, coming tow’ards me, the gallant young 
Prince of I V i r t e m b e r g ,  who commanded that 
body of troops. I acquainted his S. H. that I 
was charged with a letter for Saxe Coburg, 
from the D. of 13. and begged he would inform 
me, in w'hat part of the battle I ffiould find him; 
he aifured me it was impoffible to determine 
where he might be found, but to render it more 
eafy for me, and to prevent me from falling into 
any of the pofitions occupied by the French, he 
fent an orderly officer with me. Between ten 
and eleven o’clock in the forenoon of the i8th, 
I found Saxe Coburg at the head of one of his 
columns; after being announced in the brief 
manner of the field, I prefented to him my let­
ter, which he immediately read; and after aik- 
ing me a few quefiions, begged 1 would attend 
the event of the day, that at night he hoped to 
have more time to fpeak to me. I of courfe 
joined the croud of officers, by whom he was 
furrounded, and from them I learnt that Colo­
nel (then Captain) Crawfurd, Aid-du-Camp to 
his R. H. the Duke of York, had arrived before 
me, and w’as ftill there; indeed I perceived him

1 2 at

»ilk

f

= I



h:

I  k ' t
■ -.TiE!'- >V - ■ ̂  •

at a little diftance. Having a letter of recsom.- 
mendation from the Duke Frederic, forGeheral 
(then Colonel) Mack, I neccffarily enquired for 
him; and on being told that indifpoiition had 
forced him to go to a iliort diflance in the rear, 
where he was laying upon fome ilraw, I inti­
mated a defire to go to him; and an officer of the 
Prince’s fuite offered his fervices to condiidt 
me. I found this eminently diffinguifhed officer 
extremely ill, neverthelefs he quitted his ftraw, 
and remounting his horfe, accompanied me back 
to Saxe Coburg. After a Ihort converfation 
with his Flighnefs, partly on the fubjedl of the 
letter, which 1 had 'juft delivered to Colonel 
Mack, the Colonel had the goodnefs to propofc 
to deferibe to me the order of battle. We rode 
towards a height occupied by Imperial troops, 
from whence I could diftindlly fee the heads o f  
the enemies columns, and the various pofts they 
held. I vifited different parts of the pofttion of 
the Auftrians, and was filled with admiratiorf,' 
at the determined countenance which that hand-«' 
fulofmen, though almoft exhaufted by excef- 
five fatigue, and labouring under every incon­
venience to which a foldier can be expofed, 
ihewed to an enemy, each of whofe columns 
was nearly equal to their whole force, and whofe 
front feemed covered with well ferved artillery.

The battle about this time, (the noon of the
. I Sth
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18th of March,) became very adive in fome 
parts; we rejoined the Commander in Chief, 
who was then at the head of a column, that bore 
at lead its ihare in the fervice of that memoiabl^ 
day. As I had not then been prefented to the 
Archduke, whom jud then Colonel Mack per­
ceived to have quitted his horie, and to be walk­
ing at a little didance from us, apparently to 
warm himfelf, he propofed to me to alight and 
he would prefent me. I difmounted immedi­
ately, and we w alked towards his R. H. to w hom 
the Colonel prefented me, as a man recom­
mended by the Duke F. of Brunfwick. Some 
cannon diot at that moment driking the ground 
very near us, this gallant Prince addreding him­
felf to me, faid, “ This is a rude drawing-room.

Major.”
A fort of panic in this part of the battle prê - 

fently took place, which induced Saxe Coburg 
himfelf to difmount and join us for a few mo­
ments. One of the Archduke’s fervants then 
produced a fmall quantity of b’read and cold 
meat, with a fingle bottle of wine, which he 
laid upon a napkin fpread on the ground, ha- 
vinghadily partaken of this military repad, we re­
mounted our horfes. I then learnt that Captain 
Crawfurd had left the field, immediately after 
my arrival, in the forenoon, and was gone back 
to his R. H. the Duke of York, then with 'the

I 2 Hereditary
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Hereditary Prince of Orange, at D o r t r e c h t ^  where 
the Britiih and Dutch guards lay.

The battle Bill continued doubtful, alter­
nately raging and flackening in the different 
pofitions. The village of O r f m a c l had for fome 
time been occupied by the enemy. Saxe Co­
burg now determined to force it, and a body 
of troops was feledled for that purpofe ; I was 
ffiil mounted on the miferable pofl-horfc, which 
had brought me to the field, neverthelefs anxi­
ous to ihare in the daring enterprizc about to 
be put in execution, I folicited leave to accom­
pany the dragoons, and that a horfe might be 
furniihed me; but no horfe was at hand, and 
there was no time for delay, I therefore rode on 
mounted as I was.

The affair though very ihort was inconceiv­
ably defperate. Our way to the village, was the 
high road from St. Tronde, to Tirlemont, (en- 
clofed by trees and a deep ditch on each fide.j 
The enemy had planted feveral pieces of cannon 
to defend the entrance, and kept up a very heavy 
fire along the avenue; we however advanced un- 
difmayed, though nearly every horfe of the firft 
fquadron was either killed or difabled by an 
unuafually furious difehargeof artillery. There 
was no flopping, and thofe who were difmount- 
ed, were forced to move forward on foot, to 
avoid being rode over; for fuch was the confu-

'fion,
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fion, owing to the inceflant firing and fmokc, 
which the clofenefs of the trees and drizly wea­
ther would not fuffer to afcend, that it was im- 
pofiible to diftinguiili any object. For my own 
part, my poor poft-horfe having literally been 
blown from under me, I rufiied forward with 
the croud, unable to know where I was, until 
I actually run againit a cannon, which had been 
overfet, and which the thicknefs of the fmoke 
hindered me from perceiving, till I touched it.

The French being drove from this village, 
and fome other pofitions they occupied, and 
being overthrown in another quarter, by Ge­
neral Clairfait, declined engaging further, and 
retired to the poiition they had left.

Thus the bufinefs of that day clofed, juft 
before fun-fet, in a manner highly honourable 
to the Imperial troops. The approach of night 
and the fuperior numbers of the enemy, pre­
venting Saxe Coburg from attempting to pur- 
fue. His army remained on the field of battle 
underarms, himfelf and the General Staff re­
tiring to their quarters, at the villages of 
d e n  and N e e r w i n d e n ,

No fooner had the dawn of day appeared on 
the 19th, than the French columns w’ere per­
ceived in order of battle; theablion confequent- 
ly recommenced, and continued during that 
whole day with much obftinacy and various fuc-

I 4 cefs.
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cefs. The cool and determined bravery of. the 
Auftrians however prevailed over the rude num­
bers and impetuoiity of the French; about four 
or five o’clock in the afternoon they gave \vay> 
and were purfued to Tirlemont, but night com­
ing on, prevented them from being further an­
noyed. By this compleat vidtory, fo truly glo­
rious to Aufiria, Flolland, was for that year, 
(^793) refcued from the deflruclive fraternal 
hug of the Conventionalifls. •

1 cannot â void relating an anecdote of the 
brave Archduke, which will ihew more than 
any defcription I can give, the neceility in which 
the Auftrian army were for bread. Riding over 
the field of battle, his Royal Highnefs obferved 
a fine drelfed Frenchman laying dead; the un- 
ufual fmartnefs of the dead man’s appearance, 
firil; attradfed his notice; but perceiving a b l a c k  

l o a f 'm  h \ z  h a v r e f a C y  he inftantly alighted, and 
feizing the valuable prize, he exclaimed, “ That 
“ gentleman did not fuppofe he was carrying 
“ this loaf for me.”

The defeat of the enemy being perfedlly af- 
certainedj about nine o’clock in the evening, 
Saxe Coburg ordered a f e u  d e  j o y e  the whole 
extent of his front. The army as the night be­
fore remained on the field of battle, and Saxe 
Coburg, the Archduke, and the Staif, retired 
again to the villages of Neerwinden and Landen 5

to
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to the latter I accompanied Saxe Coburg, we 
reached his quarters about ten o’clock in the 
evening, and while Tome refreiliment was pre­
paring I received my letters from the Duke 
Frederic of Bnmfwic, and his Serene High- 
nefs the Stadtholder; I then fuppcd with the 
Field Marflial, and at midnight on the 19th, 
almoil unable to carry my own weight, fet oif 
on my return to the village of O o jlevw yk^  where 
I had left the PruiTian head-quarters.

I had now paiTed eight days almoft continu­
ally on horfe-back, and without once having 
had time to undrefs: the ftate I was in can be 
conceived much better than related; but my 
zeal for the good of the fervice, and my anx­
iety to carry the iirit intelligence of this fo 
eifential vidory to the Duke Frederic, and to 
the Hague, enabled me to fuflain the fatigue 
of the journey. I took the fame road back, 
by which I had come to the Auftrian army; 
and after much trouble to obtain horfes, I 
reached O o jie rw yk  about ten o’clock, on the 
night of the 20th. I found Duke Frederic in 
his bed-room, ftanding and convcrfing with 
Captain, now Colonel Crawfurd, who had but 
a few moments before me arrived there, and 
who had acquainted his S. H. with the dan­
gerous fituation in which he left the Imperial 
army on the i8th.

I dc-
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I detailed the circumilances of the vidtory to 
his S. H. and then obtained his pernniiTion to 
continue my journey to the Stadtholder at the 
H a g u e . I was by this time almoft unable to 
move, I could no longer itand ftraight, and it 
had become neceflary for me to be lifted off 
and on my horfe; w’hile we w'crc taking fome 
refrcihment in the Duke Frederic’s anti-cham­
ber, horfes were preparing for me, but Colonel 
Crawfurd, who w as going to the Duke of York 
at Dortrecht, confequently a coniiderable part 
of my road, and w ho had a c a r t  a n d  J i r a w ^  very 
politely offered me a place in his equipage; I 
accepted it, for even fuch a conveyance w'as an 
indulgence to me, and we inftantly departed.

We went through B o i s  l e  D u e ,  the gates of 
that town having been opened to let us in, I 
fuppofe about one o’clock in the morning, and 
w’e drove immediately to a houfe where a car­
riage had been previoufly ordered for Colonel 
Crawfurd; and though in this town I had ap- 
partments, my fervants, and my horfes, I did 
not go near them, but contented myfelf, while 
the chaife was preparing, to wTite a line, which 
I delivered to the ilable-kecper for General 
Douglas the Commandant, announcing to him 
the vidory gained by the Auftrians. The in- 
ilant the chaife was ready we continued our 
rout; when near the paffage to the ifland of

D o r t r e c h t ^
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B o r t r e c h t y  I parted with Colonel Crawfurd, and 
continued my journey to the H a g u e y  where I 
arrived about two o’clock on the morning of 
the 2 2d. I went immediately to Major General 
Bentinck, Aide-de-camp to his S. H. the Stadt- 
holder, and with him to the palace. The Prince 
was .informed of our arrival, and immediately 
rofe to receive us. After giving his S. H. an 
accurate defeription of the battle, I was per­
mitted to retire to a hotel, and to reft.

CHAP. XII.

\.l HI) ̂
‘T h e  a u t h o r  f e n t  f o r  to  co u rt-  n e x t  m o rn in g y  a n d  f o r ^  

c e d  to  ^ 0  d i r t y  a s  h e  c a m e  f r o m  h is  jo u r n e y .— 
R e t u r n s  to  D u k e  F .  o f  B r u n f w i c — C a p i t u l a t i o n  o f  

B r e d a . — S a x e  C o b u r g * s  g r e a t  a S l i o n s .— T b o f e  e x ^  

c i t e  f u f p i c i o n s  i n  t h e  C o n v e n t io n  y v c h o  f e n t  to  r e ^  

c a l l  B u m o u r i e r . — D u m o u r i e r  f e n d s  t h e  C o m -  

m iJfta r ie S y  a n d  h is  in t e n d e d  fu c c e f fo r y  B o u r n o n v i le ^  

p r i f o n e r s  to  S a x e  C o b u r g .— F h e  a u t h o r  a r r i v e s  a t  

S a x e  C o b u r g * s  h e a d - q u a r t e r s . — D u m o u r i e r  d e f e r t s  

v c i t h  f e v e r a l  o t h e r s .— F h e  a u t h o r  r e t u r n s  to  D u k e  

F .  o f  B r u n f w i c  a t  B o i s  l e  D u c . — F i n d s  t h e  

D u k e  i n d i f p o f e d . — R e c e i v e s  a  m oft e x t r a o r d i n a r y  

a n d  h o n o u r a b le  c o m m ijfto n  in  t h e  D u t c h  f e r v i c c  

a t  t h e  H a g u e . — R e t u r n s  to  B o i s  l e  D u c  a n d  

p r e p a r e s  to  t a k e  t h e  f e l d . — I s  f e n t  on  p o l i t i c a l

b u fin e fs
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b iifm e js  to  B i n f j f € l l s . — I s  in d u c e d  to  le c w e  ih c it  

CLTTny  ̂ a n d  g o  to  t h e  c iv m y  o f  t h e  U p p e r  R h i n e .  

S i t u a t i o n  o f  t h e  a r m y ,  a n d  C h a r a l i e r s  o f  t h e  G e n e -  

Y ^ ls  — 'T h e  K i n g  o f  P r u j ia  l e a v e s  t h e  f i e l d . — T h e  

r e i g n i n g  D u h e  o f  B r u n J 'W i c  f u c c e e d s  h i m . ■ T h e  

a u t h o r s  d ijir e jfic d  f i t u t a t i o n » — R e t i r e s  to  a  f m a l l  

t o w n  i n  t h e  i n t e r i o r .

P:

B efore I went to bed I had purified myfelf 
as well as I was able from the inconveniences 
natural to rny almoft incredible exertions ; I 
had in fad neither enjoyed the comfort of a 
bed, a change of linen, nor a razor, for a week, 
during which I was hardly an hour out of my 
faddle. Once laid down I had refolved to recruit 
my ilrengrh with deep, and had given orders 
that I iliould not be didurbed ; about eleven, 
however, a melTage came from the Court, com­
manding my attendance, there, and inviting me 
to dinner; though fcarcely able to crawl, I 
obeyed this honourable fummons, and pro­
ceeded to drefs myfelf, but perhaps in fuch a 
fadiion as never before appeared at that Court ; 
I had only an old blue jacket and pantaloons, 
which, fullied with the dirt I had collected in 
nine days, were proof againft every effort of 
a bruih, and I was forced to borrow a fhirt of 
the perfon who kept the hotel; thus equipped, 
however, to Court I went, but fatigue made 
a mod awkward courtier of me.

The
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/ The Stadtholder moil kindly did every thing 
to render me comfortable after this immenfe 
exertion; for though he himfelf fet out to vifit 
fome forts the fame afternoon, he recommended 
rne to remain at the Hague to recover my 
'ftrength, offering to anfwer to the Duke of 
Brunfwic for my abfence for three days.

I remained only two days, when I returned 
to the Duke, by whom I was employed on 
different miflions, chiefly to reconnoitre the 
enemies poiitions. The Duke of \orkhad left 
D ortrecht, and was at that time approaching 
Antwerp by water, and the Prince of Orange 
with a fmall Dutch army was marching upon 
Breda, ilill in the poffeilion'of the French.

About' the end of March, or iff of April, 
he fummoned it to furrender, and the garrifon 
entered into a capitulation for that purpofe; 
at this time the Duke Frederic fent me to Saxe 
Coburg, to know how affairs were going on 
in that quarter he commanded : me to pafs by 
the way of the Dutch army lying before B red a , 

to receive the orders of the Hereditary Prince 
of Orange, who requefted me to go to Bergen^ 

op-Tjiom, to the Duke of York who was then 
at that harbour on his way to Antwerp; and to 
inform his Royal Highnefs that Breda  had capi- .
tulated : I obeyed his direeffions, and then took

the
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the road for Bruflells, in which neighbourhood 
1 expected to find Saxe Coburg.

In the fliort fpace of hardly a month had 
that gallant Prince drawn the immenfe army 
of the Convention through all Brabant; he had 
already purfued them beyond M o n s ,  and was 
preparing to invefl V c le n c ic n n e s . Thefe vicftories 
occafioned the fall of Dumourier, and indeed 
fcerned fo cxtraodinary, that the Convention 
fent four commifiioners to direct him to appear 
before them; and appointed Bournonville,^who 
accompanied them  ̂ to command provifionally 
in his abfence.

Dumourier, who forefaw what ŵ ould be the 
event of his journey to Paris, and was un­
willing to have his conduit made the fubjecl of 
enquiry by thofe that were ignorant of military 
operations, without delay feized on the com- 
miifioners, together with his defiined fuccefibr, 
Bournonville, and font them to Saxe Coburg: 
I met them at Brulfclls, on the evening of the 
4th April, under the charge of an Auitrian 
officer, who w-as conducing them to M a e f t r k h t .

From this officer, I learnt that the head-quar­
ters were at M o n s ^  whither I immediately re­
paired ; and on my arrival, about four o’clock 
in the morning of the 5th of April, feeing a 
centinel ftanding at the gate of the inn where I 
alighted, I enquired who lodged there. To my

great
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great furprife I was told the French General 
Valence. I aiked whether he was a prifoner, but 
was anfwered that he had d e je r t e d ^  and had ar-. 
rived there a few days before, and that he re­
ceived all the honours of an Auflrian General.
1 then went to Saxe Coburg’s head-quarters; 
he was in bed, but I was immediately introdu­
ced to him; while I was yet by his bed-iide, 
one of his Aid-du-Camps came into the room, 
to announce that D u m o u r i e r ,  E g a l i t é ^  (alias 
Due de Chartres,) S u l l i v a n ^  B a p t i j l c y  and ano­
ther, { M o n t jo y ^  I think) were then in the anti­
chamber, fent in by General Clairfait, to whom 
they had deferred; they were immediately uih- 
ered into the Field-Marilial’s prefence, and I 
withdrew\ Their interview lafted fome time, 
and the event was, that in a few hours, a fort of 
proclamation appeared, which, as it is fo well 
known, I will pafs over.

At the Field-Marihal’s table, I that day met 
thefe extraordinary deferters, each wearing the 
three-coloured cockade. After dinner the 
Prince called me aiide, and telling me that in 
half an hour he w’ould give me a letter for the 
Duke F. of Brunfwic, and that he wiihed me 
to haften back to inform his Serene Flighnefs, 
and the other Commanders, that Dumourier 
had come over, and that he meant to bring him

to
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t o  Antwerp, where a meeting of the Command­
ing Generals, and fome minifters of the allies, 
was to be held on the 7th of April. /

In confequence of my orders, I fet out im­
mediately to carry my intelligence to the Duke 
Frederic of Brunfwic, at Bois le Due, who being 
prevented by indifpoiition from attending the 
meeting at Antwerp, had deputed General Kno- 
belfdorff in his place. Breda laying very little 
out of my road, 1 went that way to announce 
Dumourier’s c h a n g e  o f  p o f i f io n ^  to the Hereditary 
Prince of Orange* By the road, as I expedbed, I 
met the Stadtholdcr on his w’ay to the confer­
ence, to whom I communicated the welcome 
intelligence in his carriage, aqd then proceeded 
to the place of my dcBination.

I found the Duke Bill indifpofed, and feem- 
ingly difatisfied ; he talked of retiring, and I 
fancied he was rather chagrined than lick. I 
remained with him, going on fuch expeditions 
as he chofe to command, until perfifting in his 
rqiignation, he prepared to depart. I then ap­
plied to his Serene Hignefs the Stadtholder, to 
place me. in the Staff of his army. I was immedi­
ately appointed, and received the commiflion of 
Major, in the fcrvice of • the United States, on 
the 6th of May 1793 ; but on account of my ex­
ertions on the expedition at B a e r l e - H e r t o g y  my

commiflion,
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tommiffioii bears in its bod? the date of March 
15th, from which day my rank in the Dutch 
army takes place.

I remained at the Hague for a few days, and 
then returned to Bois le Due, to prepare my 
equipage for taking the field. The Dutch army 
was collecding, and advancing towards the more 
active theatre of war. After being employed on 
different fervices, I was, at lengthy while the 
Dutch lay at M e n i n ,  and its environs, fixed for 
a time at Briiffels, for a political purpofe. On 
my return from thence to head-quarters, an e- 
vent happened  ̂ which induced me to leave that 
army immediately, even without perrniilion, 
though not wdthout announcing my departure, 
nor did i conceal the place of my retreat  ̂ it was 
to the army on the Upper Rhine*

The King of Pruffia was there at the head of 
his own army. M a y e n c e  had fallen, after an 
obftinate refiftance, and was taken poffeilion of 
in his own name; he afterwards prepared t o  

invefi: L a n d a u  in A lja c e ^  and was before it at the 
time I arrived.

I acquainted his Majeily candidly, with my 
reafonsforhavingleft the army of the Low Coun­
tries. I did not at' the fame time conceal the 
Yery haify mode of my departure ; to ail which 
my relation,» this illuftrious Prince attentively 
and graciouily liftened. full of the higheft con-

fidence«
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iidence in his juftice, generofity, ^nd difcern- 
ment, I ventured to implore his royal protec­
tion, and pcrmiiTioii to flay with his army. This 
I the more boldly did, as I well knew him to 
be a foldier, and perfccliy incapable of any thing 
but great and benevolentadflons. He was indeed 
endued with a foul which was W'orthy the ex­
alted flation he held.

I likewife made my iituation known to the 
gallant veteran General Wurmfer, who com- * 
manded the Auhrian army, and who, though far 
advanced in years, fcemed to lofe all fenfe of his i 
age in the hour of exertion; he then indeed 
fhew'ed all the fire of youth; and if he fell 
ihort in a(flivity, his knowledge, his fkill, and 
the maturity of his judgment, more than com- 
penfated for the deficiency.

The reigning Duke of Brunfwick was w'ith the 
Prufiian army, and was left to command, when * 
his Prufiian Majefty took the refolution to retire 
ro his own territories. The brave Conde was } 

therewith his little army of heroes, but never \ 
was General better qualified to command the ' 
mofi: numerous. When he, from power, from | 
extreme wealth and fplendor, was with the j 

ŵ hole of the nobility of France, fwept aŵ ay ]| i‘ 
from his habitation, by the revolutionary tor- 
rent, he did not difpair. Deprived of his riches, |  c.;«. 
he abridged his expences; from a truly princely |

board
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Iboard reduced his dinner to a few diilies, and 
invited always a certain number of his followers 
in rotation. In the field with his little army he 
did every thing that could be performed; and 
fo compleatly mafter is he of every part of the 
fcience of war, that he commanded the good 
wiihes of all who knew how to appreciate his 
merits. His private life was in the highefi de­
gree amiable; a fincere friend, a poliil'ied and 
cheerful companion; the evennefs of his difpo- 
fition, and the benignity of his heart, attached 
to him all who approached him.

Soon after the affair of P i r m a f e n s  and iV e iJfc m -  

■ houYgy the King of Pruffia withdrew from the 
field, and returned to his own dominions, leav­
ing (as I before obferved,) the gallant reigning 
Duke of Brunfwick to command the Pruilian 
army. This diilinguifiled General’s afionifliing 
talents I will not attempt to deferibe, as they 
far tranfeend my abilities; but to him, and to 
every other General, I have endeavoured to do 
ample jufiice in a publication I now do my- 
felf the honour to announce, and of which I 
have already given fome intimation. This 
will contain a complete account, illufirated with 
the mofi accurate maps and plans oi every re­
markable movement made by the allied armies 
during the three firfi campaigns of the war. 
As accurate plans are not eaiily forced to de-

K 2 ceive.
) }



x y j i THE LIFE OF

I I' A

' i ' i ' ’ ^
aj

I i: )tif

i i ' i i -

I'

ceive, military men, who were not there, will 
then have an opportunity of judging whether the 
Generals I have named, did or did not deferve 
my praife.

When the King of PrufTia retired, all my 
hopes vaniilied into air; ruined in my fortunes, 
without home, without expedlation of employ 
whichever way T turned my eyes, the profpedt 
was equally dreary ; and, as if the hand of fate 
was lifted to my deifrudion, I juif then re­
ceived a defperate wound, under the pain of 
which Hong languilhed.

Worn out with fatigue, fainting with the 
lofs of blood, and ilill more tortured with the 
anguifh ariiing from the contemplation of the 
immeniity of my undeferved misfortunes, a re­
treat was neceifary; but, alas ! where was I to 
find it ? or who would open a hofpitablc door 
to a poor wounded foldier, though I hope, at 
leail, in that capacity not degraded? Thefe 
melancholy refledlions had reduced me to a 
fliadow, and I looked forward to death as the 
moft defirable of events. Thus circumftanced 
1 was induced to take up my refidence in a 
little town of the interior, till m/health ihould 
again enable me to draw my fwordo
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CHAP. XIII.

<^'he a i i i h o f s  a f f a i r  w i l h  M r s ,  S , — C h a r a c l e r  o f  

C o l .  S . — T b e  a u t ld o r  f e t s  o u t  f o r  A u g l b i i r g i n  S u a ^  

h i  ay a c c o m p a n ie d  h y  M r s . S . — B e c o m e s  a c q u a in t e d  

w i t h  B a r o n  D 'O m p t e d a . — R e a c h e s  A u g j b u r g . —  

S u d d e n l y  a r r e f e d  t h e r e y  on  t h e  r e q u i f i t io n  o f  t h e  

t h e  B a r o n  D 'O m p t e d a . — T h e  B a r o n  a r r i v e s  a t  

A u g f b u r g y  a n d  m a k e s  f o m e  v a g u e  g e n e r a l  c h a r g e s .  

— D e m a n d s  a l l  t h e  a u t h o r 's  p a p e r s  in  t h e  n a m e  o f  

h i s  B r i t a n n i c  M a j e f l y . — T h e  a u t h o r  w r i l e s  to  M r .  

D u n d a s . — W a s  e x t r e m e l y  w e l l  t r e a t e d  d u r i n g  h i s  

c o n f in e m e n t . — R e c e i v e s  a  l e t t e r  f r o m  M r .  W a l p o l e  

w i t h  a n  o f f ic ia l  d e n i a l  on t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  B r i t i jb  

g o v e r n m e n t y  o f  a n y  k n o w le d g e  o f  t h e  t r a n f a d h o n .— 
D e c r e e  o f  t h e  S e n a t e  o f  A u g j b u r g . — R e m a r k s  on  

t h e  d e c r e e  o f  t h e  S e n a t e . — K i n d  b e h a v i o u r  o f  M r .  

W a l p o l e .

I t has been hitherto my iludy to conceal female 
frailties; for though I by no means pretend to 
the character of a itoic, there is a bafeneis in 
publifliing any thing which can hurt the feelings 
ofthofe whom heaven meant us to protect 
which my foul abhors. Yet I am now obliged 
to bring forward to the public an amiable wo­
man, who owes her misfortunes to her huibands

K 3 brutaliy i
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brutality; a woman who, adorned by very po­
lite accomplifhment, and calculated by nature 
to charm, would be an everlafting fund of hap- 
pinefs to the man who had fenfe to efteem her 
worth.

Colonel S. was the huiband of this lady ; 
and he of all men leaft knew, and leaft deferved 
female merit in a companion ; infeniible alike 
to love and honour, he regarded a wife only 
for what ilie brought him ; if her purfe was but > 
to his mind, he cared not for her perfon. This 
e x ir a o r d ir u i r y  Colonel having publifhed a moil 
fcurrilous pamphlet concerning me, I iliall give 
the public fome opportunity of judging between 
u s: not that I ihould notice any of his libels 
fo far as I am alone concerned; but as his wife, 
and even her relations, or thofe whom he thought 
proper to call fo, cam.e in for fo large a iliare 
of mifreprefentation and abufe, that the fale of 
his work w as flopped for fear of a profecution ; 
I feel myfelf called̂  upon to refute his calum­
nies. However, we are not the only objects of 
his feurrility, as fome time before, without 
knowing how to write-, he publiflied a pam­
phlet in which he abufes almoit every man 
'whofe name he knows, and has even the impu­
dence to level, particularly the low dander of 
his malignant pen, at that illuftrious charaH:er
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the Earl of Elgin ; fortunately for the author, 
the blackguard ilupidity of the performance 
took away its iting-

His origin is not worth tracing, but he firil 
r a n k e d  2LS a. Colonel in 1786, among the revol- 
ters in Brabant ; whence after their defeat he 
fled to Paris. He there became acquainted 
with his wife, who uied to viiit a family of re- 
fpeélability, with whom he was in fome degree 
of intimacy. The lady was not then quite fe- 
venteen, and through his perfuafions, was in­
duced to confent to a private marriage. This 
ilep, as might be expedled, much offended her 
father, who refufed to give any fortune to the 
Colonel, but, confented to allow her a yearly 
income for her own ufe ; which the Colonel 
however turning to his purpofes, ihe became 
obliged to fend her little bills for millinary and 
fuch like to the old gentleman. Finding how 
the money he allowed was employed, he with­
drew that fund, but continued to pay her 
bills.

This g a l l a n t  C o lo n e l next applied himfelf to 
the Princes of France, who were juil then gone 
to Coblentz, foliciting leave to raife a règl­
ement for them. As he knew the efledfs of beauty 
on menofproieifed gallantry, he conftantly made 
his wife the bearer of his meifages ; thus at once 
expofing her to every temptation, and plainly
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proving to the world that he did not think her 
virtue a price by any means, too high for his 
own promotion. Still however her fame re­
mained unfpotted ; nor was it till ilie was moil 
cruelly treated by him, till blows w'ere added 
to infults of every other kind, and till ihe was 
left unprotedled in a garrifon town, amidfl fe- 
veral hundred officers, each of whom was flriving 
to iliew himfelf as far as poffiible the contrail 
of her huiband, that ilie fell.

That hie fell into my hands, was more owing 
to the gentlenefs of her own heart than my de- 
fert. True it is that I left nothing undone that 
I could devife ; but though ilie fecmed to view 
my iituation with pity, for I was then iick and 
diffireffied, and hie had feen me in highly ho­
nourable circum.hances, and the favourite of the 
great, it was long before a tender paifion took 
place.

After fome time I went to x^ugiburg in Sua- 
bia, and in my road thither, paifed through Ra- 
tiibon. Here, amongothers, I became acquaint­
ed with the Baron D’Ompteda, Hanoverian En­
voy to the diet ; 1 likewife had the pleafure of 
finding the Count de Goertz, who had, as I be­
fore mentioned, given me a letter of recom-* 
mendation, while Pruflian miniher in Ruiha 
to his brother at Forfdam, who was Aid-de-

camp
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ĵ amp to Frederic the Great, when 1 vifited that 
celebrated garrifon in the end of the year 1784.

The feverity of my indifpoiition had delayed 
me many weeks upon the road, and my expences 
had already far exceeded my calculation; the 
trifling fum too, which was yet due to me from 
the army, was by my own appointment to be 
remitted to me, at the place of rhy deftination: 
I therefore at leaving R a t i jh o n y  borrowed 32 
louis of the Baron i:)’Ompteda, for which I 
gave him my bill.

I continued my journey, and reached A u g jb iir g  

without any material occurrence; but I had not 
been many days there, before I met with an ad­
venture difagreeable enough for the time. As 
foon as I was fixed at my hotel, I ct>mmunica- 
ted to the Right Honourable II. Dundas a plan 
which I had formed, and which though a very 
bold one had been honoured with the approba­
tion of feveral diftinguiilied military charadlers. 
For its execution I had found near three hun­
dred volunteers; the majority of them had been 
ofiicers under Louis XVI. and all afked no other 
reward than the fanclion of the Britifli govern­
ment, and to proceed to the attack under my 
diredtion. I was now fo far recovered, that I 
felt myfelf ready to bleed again; and I once 
more ventured to cheriili hopes, that I might be 
fuffered to profit by my exertions without fur­

ther
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ther moleilatiorij or perfecution; promptnefs  ̂
courage, and my fword were my only fortune, 
nor could I fo thriftily employ it as in the har- 
vcil of danger.

Î flattered myielf with vain expedations, for
that moment, a new perfecution was levelled 

at me, from a quarter whence I leaft expeded 
fo bafe an attack.

It was I believe on the firfl; of December 1793  ̂
I was fitting on a fopha, in the room I occupi­
ed, in my hotel, in the very ad of fealing a fé­
cond letter to Mr. Dundas, renewing my folici- 
tations to be employed in the enterprife I had 
already deferibed to him. Mrs. S. was fitting 
by me, little fufpeding that any evil aw'aited 
us—when m a moment, two different folding 
doors, which opened into my room, at oppofite 
angles, were violently burfl; open, and I was 
inflantaneoufly encircled, by a detachment of 
infantry, to the number of thirty-fix. They 
were commanded by a Lieutenant, who told nie 
I was his prifoner; I afkcd him on what ac- 
count, but this he refufed to tell me, or by what 
authority he came to arreft me,* I therefore're­
fufed to obey, and affumed a pofition of reflfl:- 
ance, till i ihould be fatisfied by what right he 
prefumed to ad in fuch a manner. The ading 
Burgomafter was at hand, and immediately en­
tering the room, affured me that the magiilrates

were
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. ; f
L) were themfelves ignorant of the c a u f e , but that 

■'VI my arreil was in confequence of a requeil, made 
■̂'̂ by Baron D’Ompteda, the H a n o v e r i a n  E n v o y ,  

]-at R a t i j b o n ,  in the n a m e  o f  h i s  B r i t a n n i c  M a j e f t y ,  

His letter having been read to me, I furreii- 
dered immediately, as I knew that the city of 

..'Augiburg, at the requeif of any Sovereign 
^Prince of the Empire, is bound by law to arreit 

UiLany perfon and detain him for a reafonable time, 
to fee if any charge is brought forward againlf 

[him. Neverthelefs I could by no means com.- 
Lprehend for what caufe his Britannic Majeily 
had defired my arreil, and I was equally at a 
lofs to know how the Hanoverian Envoy, could 
aft in the name of the Court of Great Britain, 
■when there was a Britiili Envoy then aftually 

lit3| relident at Ratiibon. Beiides, my confcience 
■ told me that I had never by any aft whatever 

done, or meant to do, the fmallell harm tod i

'kr I: the perfon or interells of my Sovereign, towards

ac*

: .r
E  t

L.K ’

4
I ■

j .

whom I had ever borne the moil uniliaken af- 
feftion and loyalty.

With thefe refieftions I confoled myfelfj at 
the fame time that I endeavoured to alTuage the 
alarm of the unfortunate lady, who had accom-

I

panied me; I aifured her that there m u ß  be fome 
miilake in the bulinefs, that a few days m u ß  

clear the whole up, and then I iltould be fet at 
liberty.

That I :

(A
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That night I remained at the hotel, under 
guard of thirty-iix men; but as fuch a croud oc- 
caiioncd much confuiion and trouble in the 
houfe, and I was unwilling to put the mailer to 
fuch inconvenience, I was next morning, at my 
own requeil, removed to the town-houfe. Twov; 
very comfortable apartments were prepared for , 
me; an officer attended me, and there were con-, 
ilantly four foldiers in the anti-chamber; I was: 
likewife refufed the ufe of pen and ink, and my 
papers were all feized ; but Mrs. S. w'as per- "] 
mitted to come to me every morning, and re­
main till evening, but always in the prefence of - 
the oiheer.

The moment of my arrefl, an e*xprefs had .■ 
been fent off to Ratiibon, to Baron D’Ompteda,  ̂
and vv'e waited wdth fome impatience the charges 
he was to exhibit againft me. In a few days the 
Baron arrived, and came to the very hotel where 
I had lodged, and where Mrs. S. Hill continued 
to refide; he found fiiult in a very high tone, at 
the permifion ilie had to vifit me, myfteriouily yj 
pretending that my crimes were of great magni­
tude, but full without condefeending to parti­
cularize e v e n  o n e . ^

A u ^ J h u r g  being a free imperial city, governed ;|tlie- 
by its own fenace, in whom the fovereignty re- ;lfr' 
jidcs, he was obliged to give fome fort of account 
of the authority under which he demanded me

to

k
Cu,
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to be arreiled and detained in d o f c - c u f t o d y . He 
now dared, in the name of his Biitannic Alajefiy, 
to require that all my papers ihould be delivered 
to him and his advocate, whom, (the more to 
Ihew that he acted in an oiTicial capacity,) he 
ifyled his c h a r g e  d ’ a f a i r s ,  for their iiifpecdion.

The confequence of his making this demand 
in fuch a high official ftyle, and in the name of 
the King, was my arrelfation, a tranflation of 
the decree, for which purpofe, f  here annex, the 
original in German being depofited. with the 
ipubliffier. ^

i  'Si

•-0

T R A N SL A T IO N .

E X T R A C T .

P R O T O C O L  L I  C O N S U L  A R I S ,

( D o n e  a t  A u g f i u r g h  n t h  D e c e m b e r  1793--̂

 ̂ H is ExcellencyBaronD’Ompteda,?«m?>rc/
: t h e  k in g  o f  G r e a t  B r i t a i n  a n d  E l e d i o r  o f  B r u n f w i c k

L im e b u r g y  at the diet of Ratiibone,‘ after having
' examined the papers of Mr. Lifle, declares, in 

the quality of requirer, in the name o i  h is  B n t i jh  

M a je ft } \  for the imprifonment of Mr. Lifle, 
^calling himfelfa Dutch Major  ̂ as a Scotch fub-

ied; and being under the neceffity of going
from

<i

11
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»yfrom hence, in the courfe of to-morrow, he api 
points Mr. Kcphalides, I. U. D. prefent at thê i»̂ *''
perufing of the raforefaid papers, for his c h a r ^ é '%

d ’ a f f a i r e  in the whole caufe.’*
My confinement was therefore continued in aj 

ilill clofer manner. Mrs. S. was denied the li­
berty of feeing me, and even my two fervants 
were from the firfb, as cloiely confined as nay- !■ 
felf. A croud of circumitances now preiTed 
upon my mind, and a kind of elucidation of my 
myfierious imprifohment, feemed to glim­
mer before me. I recollected that Baron D* 
Ompteda, had always attempted to be 
with Mrs. S. and he might probably think that 
my confinement, and his threats would fiarve 
and intimidate her into compliance. In my own 
conduct I could find nothing of which his Bri­
tannic Majefty had any reafoii to complain. I 
therefore applied to the magi it rates for leave to 
write to the Britifh Government, W'hich being

I 'fit ■

granted, I fent the following letter to
Dundas, to whom I had indeed before found J 
means of privately writing a few lines.

<(
«<

T o  t h e  R ig h t  H o n o u r a b le  H enry D undas. 
SIR ,,

A u g s b u r g , J a n , 7,  1 794 .

‘i I HAVE already had the honor to ac- 
i^uaint you, w'ith the very fingular manner in l̂k

12í3:

which I
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which I have been arreiled and confined au- 

J e c r e t  by the Baron D’Ompteda, in the name of 
the King, without, however the Baron having 
ihewn any order for fuch condiidf; that arreft 
ifill continues, to-morrow it is five weeks fiiice 
it commenced.

As a Britifh fubjedl. Sir, permit me to rc- 
I queft that you will be pleafed to fay, whether 

the Britifh Government has any demands on 
myperfon? And whether the Baron D’Ompteda 
has been charged to arreft me in the name of his 
Majefty ? And if fuch an order has been given, 
at what time it was forwarded to the Baron 'I 

This isajuftice which a Britiili Miwifter will 
not deny, and which will enable me to expofc 
and punifla a man, who I am convinced fearches 
my defirudion, in hopes by that means to re­
move a barrier, which lays between him and 
the pofteflion of a woman, by whofc charms he 
is captivated.

“ The unrelenting fury with which he perfe- 
cutes me, and the ad of oppreftioii with which he 
difgraces himfelf,and the diplomatique body, by 
committing, prove that he is aduated by fome 
motive which touches him nearly, and that mo­
tive m-uft be what I fufped.

“ You well know. Sir, that in fpite of the dif- 
advantages which I labour under, no man has 
been more indefatigable than I have been to re­

cover
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cover rnyfelf; I have continually folicited thé 
moil deiperatc expeditions from yourfelf. And 
the general officers under whom I have ferved 
will vouch that while at the army, I was ever 
clofe to the points of the enemy’s bayonets. As 
a proof of my good conduél. Sir, at a moment 
wffien I was without protection, and furrounded 
by malignant enemies, the firfb Captains under 
heaven gave me their confidence, and the 
Prince of Orange, as a reward for my alacrity 
gave me a Majority in the army of the ftate.

‘‘ I rely on yourjuffice as a miniiler, yourhu* 
inaiiity I have already experienced: and have 
the honor to be, with all that refped, to which 
your pcrfonal merit, and high iituation intitle 
you,

Sir̂

f

f \
I fen

<<

c<

( S i g f w d )

“ Your moil humble
And very devoted fervanf  ̂

** I .  G, L i s l e , 

M a j o r .  ’ *
Hi-.

" Plcafe, Sir, to obferve that 1 complain not of 
the magiilrates of this place, far from it; they 
are perfedlly difpofed to humanity and juilice, 
they only comply with the requeft made in the 
name of the King; was fuch a requeft made with 
authority, I myfclf would bow with fubmif^ 
fion.”

1 was

O
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1 was extremely well treated during my con­
finement, an excellent table being kept for me ; 
and my fervants were boarded at a confiderable 
cxpence in the town houfe. A table was like- 
wife kept for Mrs. S. at our hotel in the fame 
Ityle as we had lived there, of w’hich I need 
Iiardly fay, that it was not inelegant. In 
the mean time ihe had addreifed a letter to 
Mr. Walpole, his Britannic Majefly^s minifter 
at Munich, in which flie had Hated the cafe 
fo far as came to her knowledge.

I had remained in prifon about fix weeks 
from the time I had wrote to Mr. Dundas, 

mcii- anxioufly expedling fome determination from 
the court of Great Britain, when Mr. Walpole 

I wrote to me, and tranfmitced the following ex- 
3 tract of a letter from Lord Grenville : The

cc

i cc

cc

Britiili government has not demanded the 
arreilation of Major Life, nor has his Ifri- 
tifli Majefly any caufe of complaint againit 
him.”
Baron D’Ompteda had given orders that all 

letters addrefied to me il\ould be flopped at 
the poH-office ; but this being direded to me 

i 'i  I at the town-houfc, went to the magiflrates, 
] who opened and fent ic to me in that Hate, 
i I at firit refufed to receive it, and aiked them 
; if they did not know that it came* officiallv 

Hfnii', ♦from a Britifli minifler. They replied, that they
T. • ’ did;

i.
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did; but that D’Ompteda, in the charaaer of 
his Majefty’s Envoy, had taken all confec]uen-> 
ces upon himfelf; and thus was I forced for 
the time, to.fubmit to the infults of a man, 
who, intrenched deep in his diplomatic iitua- 
tion! evaded the effects of law, which juftly 
awaited the audacious impofition he had prac­
ticed on the Senate of A u g f i i i r g ,  by profaning 
the name of his royal maiter.

The confequence of Lord Grenville’s decla­
ration was, that I was immediately difeharged 
from prifon, and the Senate pronounced the
following decree ;

It.:

( T R A N S L A T I O N . )

(Decree of the Senate of Augfburg,)

T  u E s D A Y, the 11 th o f  M a r c h ^  1794-

( C HIS ExccllencyBaron D’Ompteda, Miniffer ij| 

Plenipotentiary o i ' x h c  E l e A o r  o f  B r u n f w i c k  L u n e - -  

b u r g y  at the diet of Ratiibon, having requeited |  
the arrehing of Major Lifle, pretending he 
was xin impoftbr, and having taken on himfelf ‘ 
every confequence of this imprifonment, and |  ® 
making himfelf anfwerable for it, his requeff |  
was granted. But as his Excellency has not 
juilified this imprifonment, either by thê r'̂ '

* charges
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^charges of which he accufed the Major, and 
which were partly of no confequence, partly 
not verified, or having ihewn any authority 
from the Britiih Court, (which, as he declared, 
was interefted in thefe charges) for making the 
requeft of arrefting him in its name, or having 
juftified it on account of the reclamation of 
32 Louis, lent to the Major, this imprifon- 
ment of which the expences fall on his Excel­
lency is finiflied, and the Major enlarged on 
conditions of engaging hirnfelfon p a r o l e  d 'b o n ^  

n e a r , not to leave this town or its territory with­
out having paid the 32 Louis. With regard 
to further fatisfadion, the Major, according to 
his own declaration, muft addrefs himfelf to the 
King, his mailer. >

Alfo, that the paper exhibited the 20th of 
January, e u r i  a d ju n d h s y  ihall be communicated 

i n  c o p ia  to Dr. Kaphalides, his Excellency’s A t - ,  

t o r n e y d *

L. S.

• ,

Mi
I muil here intreat the reader to obferve the 

different ilyle in which the Baron is deferibed 
in this, and in the decree of arreilation, in which 
he is called, " M i n i f t e r  o f  t h e  K in g  o f  G r e a t  B r i -  

t a in  a n d  E l e d î o r  o f  B r u n f w i c  L u n e  b u r g f  as he
L 2 had

I t .
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had announced himfelf: But now the veil of iin- 
poiition was removed, and they flyle him what he 
really was, “ I ^ in i j le r  P l e n i p o t e n t i a r y  o f  t h e  R l e f l o r  

“ o f  B r u n f w i c k  L u n e h u r g  and to the perfon 
whom he appointed c h a r g e  P a f f a i r S y  they give 

, the title only of A t t o r n e y . The charges he brought 
againif me are feverely, but juftly charadterized, 
and his pretended authority declared not to 
exifl:. But the difgrace of the tranfaction did 
not perhaps .wound the Baron fo deep as the 
expcnces; for as he had taken every confequence 
upon himfelf, he ŵas ordered to pay all that had 
been incurred by my arred:, amounting to a 
fum far exceeding my ideas, and far too heavy 
for his purfe to bear without much inconve­
nience. I poiitively refufed to fubmit to that 
part of the decree, which required me to give 
my wmrd not to leave the territories of Augf- 
burg, till I had paid the Baron his 32 Louis- 
d’ors; for as I could obtain no fatisfaction for 
my imprifonment without the tedious, and per­
haps fruitlefs mode of applying to court, I was 
refolved to detain the only trifling indemnity I 
could hope for.

I was much indebted on this difagreeable oc- 
caiion to Mr. Walpole, wdio (hewed me many 
elfential marks of frienddiip. I cannot attri­
bute thefe to any perfonal attachment, as I had 
only feen him in my W'ay to Augfburg, as I

paired

llilvi •

f .
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palled Munich ; but the’grofs infult offered to 
him in his official capacity, by a man who dared 
to his face ufurp his privileges for the word 
of purpofes, to ferve which he likewife auda- 
cioufly prodituted the name of his Sovereign, 
might induce him to enquire into the affair ; 
an enquiry would convince him of the injury I 
was fuffaining by fuch clofe and unwarrantable 
confinement, and this probably made him con- 
fider me as entitled to his protection.

:3 k

iOI
' I
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CHAP. XIV,

M o r e  a c c o u n t s  o f  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  a u t h o r 's  c o n fin e ^  

m e n t .— F i n d s  m e a n s  to c o f iv e y  a  l e t t e r  to  t h e  D u k e  

F r e d e r i c k  o f  B r u n f w i c k . — R e c e i v e s  a  l e t t e r  f r o m  

t h a t  g r e a t  G e n e r a l  in  t h e  m o ji f l a t t e r i n g  t e r m s .— 
R e c e i v e s  in d u lg e n c e s  f r o m  t h e  m a g i f l r a t e s . — I V r i t e s  

a  l e t t e r  to  B a r o n  D 'O m p t e d a . — C o p y  o f  i t . — F h e  

B a r o n  r a t h e r  c h u fe s  to f i t  d o w n  d ifg ra c e c k ^  t h a n  to  

g i v e  t h e  f a t i s f a U i o n  r e q u i r e d . — G o e s  to  M a n h e i m .  

— A  d r o l l  m a n œ u v r e  t h e r e . — R e c e i v e s  a  b a y o n e t  

w o u n d . — P r o c e e d s  to C o lo g n e  a n d  A i x - l a - C h a p e l U \  

z v h e r e  b e  f i n d s  C o lo n e l S .  h a s  b e e n  b u lly in g  in  h is  

a b f e n c e .— G o e s  to  H o lla n d y  h e a r s  t h e  f a m e  a c -  

a c  c o u n ts  y b u t  c a n n o t  f i n d  t h e  C o lo n e l .— A r r i v e s  i n

H 3 E n g l a n d  y
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E n g la n d ^  w h e r e  t h e  C o lo n e l h a s  b e e n  m o re  l o u d ;  

J e e k s  h im  b y  e v e r y  J i r a t a g e m  a n d  in  e v e r y  p la c e ^  

b u t  in  v a i n .

I ril" 
Ú :
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1 MUST now re tu rn  again to w hat  paiTed d u ­
r ing  my c o n f in e m e n t ; I had one fe rvan t  aiiigned 
me by the  Senate to a t tend  on me, and to h im  
I was obliged to fpeak  in the  language w hich  
the officer who was w ith  m e underf tood .  M y 
diet and lodg ing  was p e r f e d ly  good ,  and even 
d e g a n t .  N o tw i th i la n d in g  all this f f r idnefs ,  I 
however found the means o f  convey ing  a le t te r  
to the  D u k e  F reder ic  o f  B ru n fw ick ,  p ray ing  o f  
tha t  ju f t ly  renowned General  to give me a ce r­
tificate o f  fervice. T h is  le t te r  was forwarded 
th ro u g h  the  means o f  a Pruffian officer who was

ic ru i t in g for the  D u k e ’s own reg i-thcrc  
ment.

T h e  brave D u k e  F red e r ic ,  w i th  th a t  fo ld ier-  
l ike p ro m p tn efs  which dift inguiihes  every adlion 
o f  his life, im m edia te ly  fent m e a moff f la t te r­
in g  certif icate ,  which  I l ikewife co n t r iv ed  to  
receive privately. As foon as I had read it,  
1 lent it to the Senate, who were afloniflied how 
I could m anage  fiich a bufinefs ; b u t  th o u g h  they 
were very defirous o f  know ing / jow  it was done, I 
gave them  no fatisfadfion on th a t  fubjedf.

About  a w*<?ck before the  arrival  o f  L o rd  G re n ­
v i l le ’s le t ter ,  the burgom afie rs  p la in ly  p e rce iv ­

ing

ItU

V
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ing that D ’O m p te d a  could  no t  b r in g  fo rw ard  

even the ihadow o f  a charge againft me, and 
fu fpec l ing  f rom  various c ircum ftances  th a t  he 
a i l e d  in the nam e o f  his B r i tann ic  M a je h y  w i th ­
ou t  au th o r i ty ,  gave me the  l iber ty  o f  w alk ing  
about  the tow n  with a fingle guard ,  m ore  by way 
o f  form than  fecuri ty .  T h e  firft ufe I m ade o f  
this priv i lege ,  was to w ri te  to the  B aron  m  a 
m an n e r  to  try w hethe r  he could  iliplter his w ant  
o f  courage, as well as his w’a n t o f  h o n o u r  beh ind

his d ip lo m a t ic  ch a ra i le r .
T h a t  le t te r  hav ing  had no effeCl, I fent h im  

an o th e r  in F ren c h  which I made public,^ and  
o f  w hich  the fo llowing  is an cx a i l  t ran i la t ion^ .

fcj.'

‘To his Excellency B a r o n  D ’O m p t e d a . 

“  Hanoverian Envoy,

Ratishon.

“  Give me leave. Sir, to  d em an d  an ex p lan a­

tion o f  your  condudt tow ards  me.
“  *iil. By what t i t le  or by what  r ig h t  have you 

had the tem erity  to o rder  me to be arrefted? was 
i t  as M inifter  to his B ri tann ic  Majefty ? B u t  
were you, Sir, inveiled w ith  th a t  charadler? \ o u  
who are only received at the D ie t  o f  Ratisbon as

* Por tlic the Appendix«
p,  ̂ Miniilcr

0 ¥ h
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Miniftc}- of the Elector of Brunfwick Liineburff 
and in whom the Senate of Angiburg has onl^ 
acknowledged that title in its decree of the iith  
of March 17-94, which is here fubjoined.

“ You have then done wrong to aifume the 
quality of Minilfcr of his Britannic Majeity, as 
in the act done at Auglburg the m h  of Decem­
ber 179J. of which I fend you a faithful extract." 
It IS not then, by this title that you can have any 
authority over me.

“ Was It as being authorized by his Britan­
nic Majefty ? But how could you have the im­
pudence to make the aflertion ? When you know 
that the real Minilfer of the Court of Great 
Britain, at Ratilbon, has declared that his Court 
has not demanded my arreftation, and that the 
King has no fubjea of complaint againft me.

“ adly. Suppolingyou to have been inverted 
with all the titles which you have had the pre- 
Aimption to arrogate to yourfclf, did my con 
duct merit fuch hard treatment on your part?

lie flattering tcftimonials and honourable em 
ployment which have been bellowed on me by 
the Princes, under whofc ftandards I have fer- 
ved, fufficiently vindicate my actions, 

rt I will not here fpeak of my campaigns in the
ferviceofRuina, nor of thofe I made in Ame­
rica, in the army of his Britannic Majefty, my 
.,-overeign , but I (peak of the manner in which I

difpJayed

ii i.
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difplayed myfeif in 1793, when fighting under 
the commands of his Serene Highnefs the Duke 
pf Brunfwick Oels, and afterwards thofe of his 
Serene Hjghnefs the Prince of Orange. The 
honourable rank which this Auguil Prince 
granted me in the armies of their High Mighti- 
nelTes, proves the confidence he repofed in me ; 
and if I have been deficient in my duty, it is 
for him, not for you to complain of it.

After having made me undergo the moft 
iinjuit vexations, by condemning me for three 
months to the horrors of a prifon, where I, as 
well as my fervants were detained in the 
clofefl: CLiitody ; and after I have fiaid another 
month in this city in order to give you tinre 
to prove the accufations you brought againfi me, 
of which you w'ere unable to verify even one'; 
there remains for you now, Sir, only to give me 
an explanation of thefe iniquitous proceedings ; 
you know the kind of reparation I demand; you 
wiihed to difgrace me before the face of Europe, 
and it is before the face of Europe that I de- 
jrnand the fatisfaction due to me.

“ I wait your anfvver,

“ And am, &c. &c. See.

T  (S ig n ed ) J. G. L i s l e ,

March 1794. “ Major.**

IH
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Previous to tbefe tranfaflions I had prevailed 
on Mrs. S. to leave Auglburg; for as there . 
feemed to nie no end to the Baron s fh filing and 
chicane, I v̂lio vv’as no way veried in fuch prac­
tices, was determined to give him an invitation/ 
to finiih the affair a little more in my own way:
I was therefore anxious to remove her from a 
probable feene of diilrefs. The letters I fent 
him cert inly contained hints plain enough to 
betaken; as he, however, feemed very dull of ] 
apprehenfion, I determined to fpeak füll plain-v 
er; but as I found him equally infenfible to the 
calls of honour, or the flings of infult, and that 
he flirunk behind his diplomacy^ I left him, fully i 
fatisfied, that his courage, his honedy, his v c - ' 
racity and his rnodeffy were all upon a par.

As it was evidently in vain to feek any fatis- 
fadtion from fuch a charadler, beyond what I 
had already received, through the decree of the 
Senate of Auglburg, I determined to give up 
the purfuit ; I therefore fet out for the Low 
Countries, leaving the Baron, fufficiently in- 
cumbered by the expences his folly had incur­
red, an objedt of fcorn and ridicule to allWho 
knew the ilory.

At M anheim , I found it neceffary to flop a 
few days; during which, as I was not travelling 
with my ufual fplendor, I remained incog. On 
my arrival in that town, I was very much fur-

! i -
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rprifed to find a guard placed upon me ; I natu- 
srally enquired what was the reafon offuchtieat- 
iment, and was told that it was in confcquence ci 
the conducft of the Dutch and Britiili recruiting 
olBcers. Thefe gentlemen ufed, it feems, to 
hold out fuch encouragement to recruits, as the 
Bavarian troops could not withfland, but ufed 
frequently to defert to enlift with them ; a gene- 

■ ^^ralorder had therefore been given to place a 
^̂ ''4 guard on every officer of either country that 

might arrive there.
I immediately fent a meffiage to the Fort 

'■’4  Major, to inform him, that if he had looKed at 
the report I made at the gate of the town on 
my entering, he would have feen that I could 

i] be by no means looked upon as a recruiter ; I
;i4  concluded with faying, that fuch being the cafe,

I expedfed my guard to be inhantly removed. 
As he did not think proper to lend me any im- 
mediate anfwer, I determined at once to ■ e re- 

Lo'f' venged on him, and to remove this obnoxious 
attendant; entering therefore into converfation

;i#' with my centinel, I prevailed upon hnn to de-
fert, to which indeed he made verv little objec­
tion, except th e  difficulty ofgetiingaway. This
was caiily obviated, by putting him into my 

1 ‘̂ l^^own chaife, in which I fent him to the adjacent 
o44town oilVorm Sy where an officer ot my acquaint- 

-1 , 4 1  ance lay, recruiting for the regiment of Salm
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then in the pay of Britain. This was a danger­
ous bufinefs, but the pleafure of outwitting the 
wife heads of the place was irreiiifible ; nor in­
deed did any conliderations of danger ever pre­
vent a plan I had farmed.

In the evening, a non-commiilioned oiBcer 
arrived, with an apology far not attending 
earlier to my meilagc, which was owing to the 
abfcncc of the Commandant of the place. He 
next enquired for the centinel, who was not to 
be found, and as 1 could give no account of 
him, it was immediately concluded that he had Î 
deferted through my periuaiions and ailiilance; : 
but as the fecret lay between him and me, it was 
in vain to make enquiries. j

I left M a n h e i m  and paiTed through W o r m s  y 

where I faw' my deferter who had already put on : 
the Bricifli uniform; but my chief reafon for 
going that way was to folicit the protedbion of 
that highly diftinguiflied General Field Marihal 
MoIIendorfF, who was in that neighbourhood. 
Juif then fome aflairs of poifs took place, not 
far from where 1 ŵas ; curiofity induced rne to 
become a near fpeefator, in confequence of 
which I received a w’ound with a bayonet in my 
bread, wdiich detained me fome time at the 
houfe of a friend near B i n g e n ,

hen I was fo far recovered as to be able ' 
again to travel, I proceeded to Cologncy and 
thence to A i x - l a - C h a p é î l e ,

At
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At A i x - I a - C h a p e l l e ,  I learnt that Colonel S. 

the huiband of the lady \vho was with me at 
Augfburg, had been vowing the direil: ven­
geance againft me; as foon as I knew this, I 
begun a very ftrict fearch after this furious an- 
tagonifl, but to no purpofc; the Colonel had 
p r u d e n c e  in his anger, and very ftudioufly avoided 
m y prefence.

I then paiTed into Holland, where I again 
heard of this redoubtable champion, who had 
been loud in his threats of revenge; but here as 
at A l x - l a - C h a p e U e ^  I could only line! the echo^  

for the man was invifible. • 1 had not been 
many days in England before I heard of the 
fame threats of vengeance; thus aggravated by 
repeated provoca,tions, I determined to find 
him if poffible, and with- this view fought him 
in every place where he w’as likely to be found;  ̂
I even w'ent to MeiTrs. Learmonth’s and Beaz- 
ley’s, in. Parliament-fireet, where he almoil 
took up his refidence, and after much conver- 
fation with thefe gentleme.n, left an open letter • 
for him, but this was infufficient- to bring him 
forward.

The world will hereafter hear of this extra- 
 ̂ ordinary Colonel no more from me; and if he 

chufes to attack me again with his pen, I iliali 
. refer them f o r  h i s  v e r a c i t y  to M o n f ic t i r  de C a lo n n e ,  

and the records of the Court of King’s Bench.
CHAP.
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'T h e  a u t h o r 's  r e a jo n s  f o r  r e t u r n i n g  to  E n g l a n d . — H e  

z v a i t s  on  t h e  M i n i j i e r s  w i t h  f o y i e  p r o p o f a l s  w h i c h  

a r e  r e j e c f c d . — B e c o m e s  i n v o l v e d  in  a n o t h e r  m is-^  

f o r t u n e . — I s  a b o u t  to  p r o c e e d  to  t h e  C o n t in e n t ,  a n d  

p u t  h a c k  b y  a  f o r m . — A p p r e h e n d e d  a n d  t a k e n  to  

B o w - f t r e e t . — R e p e a t e d  e x a m in a t io n s  t h e r e .—R i ­

d ic u lo u s  c h a r g e s  m a d e  a g a i n  f t  h i m . — W o u l d  h a v e  

b e e n  d i f e h a r g e d  b u t  f o r  M r .  F l o o d . — I s  t r i e d  

a n d  c o n v id t e d y  b u t  r e t a in s  m a n y  v a l u a b l e  f r i e n d s .  

— M r .  B u r k e ' s  f r i e n d l y  i n t e r f e r e n c e ;  c o p ie s  o f  

l e t t e r s  f r o m  h i m .—M r .  B o f w e l l ,  w i t h  o n e  o f  h i s  

l e t t e r s . — R e m a r k s  o f  t h e  a u t h o r 's  f r i e n d s ' ' .
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T he ill ufage 1 had received on the lower 
Rhine, by the repetition of things, Avhich my 
condud:, during the time I had been with the 
army, ought to have cancelled, had driven me 
away; in fad:, had I been contented to ad: lim­
ply in the routine of duty, I might have re­
mained unnoticed; but as I had nothing to de- 

' pend on but my fvvord, and the friends it might 
gain me, I had only to do bold and daring 
things, or to remain in want and obfeurity. I 
had therefore on every occaiion courted danger

and
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and exertion; and I had gained the good opini­
on of the moft diftinguifiied General:, by 
whofe friendfliip (which I had determined that 
my conduit if poffible fliould cement,) I feem- 
ed rapidly mounting to honour and indépend­
ance. Then it was that men whom indolence, 
or fomething worfe, prevented from following 
iny example, begun to envy my fuccefs, and 
they determined by the bafeft arts to ruin the 
man they could not imitate.

As the Pruiîians had retired from the held, 
my hopes from that quarter were at an end; but 
as I had received a liberal offer from a Sove­
reign Prince of Germany, to raife men on very 
moderate terms for the Britiih fcrvice, I found 
it neceffary to repair to England to enoeavour 
to conclude the bufinefs. I laid m y  propofals 
before the proper officer, but they were not ac­
cepted, notwithffanding I had full * powers 
(wffiich are ilill in my poiTcffion,) to contrail 
for railing a regiment of 1800 men, and my 
zeal in abuiinefs, which offered me fo many aa- 
vantages, could hardly be doubted.

I now come to that part of my hiflory, 
which has been fufficiently made the iubjeil ot 
public difeuffion, and for which I now am fuf- 
fering, how meritorioufly let others fay. I

Thofe papers are in the hands of the publliher.

had
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had bought of a linen-draper, near Welbedk*  ̂
ilreef, a quantity of cambric and other articles 
for which I paid him ready money; on the 
goods being fcnt home, there appeared to be not 
quite enough for the purpofe they were intend­
ed for, and I fome time after went to the fnop 
to complcat the deficiency. I had before men­
tioned to the iliop-keeper, that I was about to 
return to the army, and ihould want fome linen.
I again mentioned this.circumftance to him, and 
he ihewed me a ihirt, which he thought would 
anfwcr my purpofe, but of which fort he had 
but a very few made. I propofed calling ano­
ther day, when I ihould .return to town with a . 
perfon who was a better judge than myfelf of 
the value of fuch articles; but like all other 
tradefmen, anxious to fell, he requefted that I 
iliould take it with me, and abfolutcly put it 
into my fervant’s hand to carry home. If it 
did not meet with approbation I was to return 
It the firil opportunity, but if it was liked I was
to order the quantity for which I iliould have 
occaiion.

f was taken ill very iliortly after this event, 
and not being able, on account of various difap- 
pointments, to pay the money for a couple 
dozen fuch fliirts, I did not return; but conti­
nually in the hope that I hiould receive cafh, 
svhich I had rcafon to expedt, I delayed from

day



M A J O R  S E M P L E  L I S L E . i6 i

0p;|

jrfPni
3 if
'file.?

. i'Oilli

lib- 
I'iiii 0;

' h  1
X I!

l:r.
fitrJ

itoi

fj'jpi

day to day; but my difficulties encrcafed, and 
•‘•arnidit a multitude of troubles, the fnirt was 
•totally forgotten, and I was again going to join 
the army on the Upper Rhijie, once more to 
try my fortune. I had embarked on board the 
Rheinhaufen, of Hamburgh, in December 1794; 
but the iliip in a tempefi: having been drove 
on iliore at Sheernefs, and having received much 
damage, I came to town till ilie was repaired.

On my return to London, the fon of an old 
acquaintance, who lent me fome money, thought 
proper to have m-e apprehended; his charge 
againit me was howTver laughed a t; but no fooner 
was the matter known, than perfons who liad

I . ^

never feen me, came to fwear to frauds commit­
ted upon them by me. Among the number, a 
hatter and hofier, in Oxford-Street, fvvorc 
pofitively to my having cheated him of a

i • *bundle of filk ilockings and two hats. i w'as 
thunder-ftruck to hear fuch an accufation, as I 
had never feen the man before, and hill more 
when he fwore to the 14th of June. On Mr. 
Bond aiking him whether any other perfon could 
fwear to me, he produced his fliopman and an 
apprentice boy, both of whom fwore pofitively 

. that I was the perfon who had defrauded their 
! mafter. 'When I heard the time affigned for 

the tranfa6lion, I was perfectly eafy as. to the 
event, being confident that I could readily

M prove
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prove my having been ^upon the Rhilie at that 
time, and for fome months after. Mr. Bond, 
who I believe was well acquainted with this 
circumilance, neverthelcfs ordered the people 
of the houfe where it was faid I had lodged, and 
where the goods had been fent, to attend; they 
did fo, together with a hair-drefler; and all of 
them declared that I did not in any rcfpecl re- 
femble g e n t le m a n  who had done the bufinefs. 
The hatter retired with difgrace. As I was pretty 
warm with him, a fellow who had come for the 
purpofe of exhibiting a charge againil me, very 
boldly exclaimed, Don’t be fo impudent. Sir, 
“ you know you robbed me the fame day!” but 
no fooner did it appear, that it was impoffible I 
could have robbed either of them, than he alfo, 
hiding his head, fneaked off.

Such tranfaólions ought to make magiftrates 
very cautious how they receive informations 
from perfons pretending to be injured ; the pof- 
iibility ofmiftakes is very great, and too many 
from an obilinatc and fooliili pride, wnll fooner 
deprive their fellow-crcaturc of life than acknow’-  
ledge an error. 1 fay nothing of the vindicflive, 
and cruel, nor ofthofe whofe trade is blood, and 
W'ho for a little money, arc but too ready to fvvear 
what (though it may be very true,) they do not 
know to be fo; I fpeak of the good, and them I 
wifli to remember, that a momentary view caii

give

I
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give but a very imperfe(í  ̂ idea of a face, hardly 
indeed fo much but that a change of drefs will 
efface it. In rny own cafe, I am convinced that 
nothing lefs than my being able to prove myfelf 
on the Continent, faved me from being convic­
ted by the hatter; for fuch was the power of 
prejudice againil: me, and fo politivciy, and fo 
repeatedly did he fwear, that a jury muit have 
been compofed of no ordinary men to have re- 
liiled.

A thoufand ridiculous chargres of fwindlingO O
tranfadlions ŵ cre now brought forward; among 
the moil laughable w r̂e the following:

Mr. S t r o n g i lh a v m y  of P a i r m a i l ^  feal engraver, 
being very fliort, had got himfelf perched over 
the heads of the reil of the affembly, like a creft 
over a coat of arms, and complained that I had 
defrauded him. Mr. Bond requefled to know" 
in what manner; he faid I had ordered him to 
engrave a feal, after a drawing which 1 had given 
him, but had never called for it, adding that it 
was not quite iiniihed; Mr. Bond advifed him 
to go home and finiili it, for that the Major 
would probably call for it, A Mr. Warburton, 
a woolen-draper, in the Strand, likewife 
brought a charge againfi: me; this h e a v y  accufa- 
tion however appeared to be, by his owm account, 
that I had afked him to give me credit, which 
he had refufed ; but even that was more than

M 2 truth.
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truth, for I folemnly fvvcar I never before i^w 
the man, nor ever was in his houfe.

But the fummit of ridicule was climbed by 
Mr. Clay, of Birmingham, who bawled out 
aloud that I had cheated him. Mr. Bond im­
mediately afked how I had done it. IMr. Clay 
,faid he held a note of hand of mine, foi, I think, 
ten pounds. ^Ir. Bond enquired where it was ? 
At Birmingham was the reply. What is its 
date ?” ”  About ten years.” A loud laugh
immediately iliook the whole audience, and 
Mr. Clay was told that that office was not the 
place to recover debts; beiides that the ftatuteof 
limitations flood as an infupcrable barrier in his 
way. This was the more malicious on the part 
of Clay, owing to another laughable circum- 
ftance. About the time he fpoke to, I did really 
borrow the money of him, for which I gave 
him a note payable at the houfe of a very rc- 
•fpedlable gentlemen, but whofe iingularity of 
name, gave rife to fufpicions in Mr. Clay’s fa- 
pient brain. That night, or the night follow­
ing, there appeared in the newfpapers, one of 
thofe paragraphs that are calculated to fet the 
world a flaring, Bating that a fraud on the Bank 
to a very large amount had been committed, 
and giving a defeription of a perfon, which 
nearly agreed with my own. Clay read this, 
and forthwith went to confult with a juilice of

the
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'uhe peace in the neighbourhood, by whofe ad-- 
vice and afliftance I was tal̂ en into cuftody at 
Shrewibury, where they detained me till they- 
fent an exprefs to tov/n. Sir Sampfon Wright, 
who w’as then alive, on receipt of the letter of 
thefe ’w ije  m e n ,  returned for anfw'cr, that n  o

** S U C H  C R I M E  H A D  B E E N  C O M M I T T E D ,  and that
the beft thing they could do was to make the 

‘‘ matter up with me.” On account of the civi­
lities I had received from every refpedlable in­
habitant of Shrewfbury, I was induced to drop 
all ideas of profecuting Clay and the Juftice, and 
contented myfelf with making them pay all ex- 
pences there and my horfes back to town. I 
further, told Clay he might burn my bill, for I 

. ihould never pay it; nor did I hear of it from 
that day, until he made as related his fooliili 
harangue in Bow-ilreet.

Nothing of coLirfe could be made of fuch fri­
volous complaints, and the linen-draper, who it 
feems belongs to that m o ß  c r e d i t a b l e  f o c i e t y ,  inili- 
tuted for the profecution of J w i n d l e r s ,  (a terni 
unknown in the law of England,) had applied 
to the attorney of that body, who, on the feventh 
or eighth time that I  ̂went up to the police 
office, fent his clerk with a letter to the magi- 
llrate. This letter ŵas read and flated, that 
after the matureil deliberation, he could not 
make any thing but a debt of the tranfadlion,

M 3 and
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and therefore he iliould not proceed further, 
nor would the linen-draper appear again at the 
office. «

I now thought myfelf on the eve of liberty, 
"«vhen that o B i v e  m a g i f l r a t e y  Mr. Flood, who 
had no concern at all in the bufinefs, being 
merely a fpedator, iniifted that I ihould be fully 
Committed ; he maintained that if my former 
convidlion was juif, (a point on which even yet 
lawyers are by no means unanimous,) then the 
prefent cafe muil be felony ; he further diredled 
that the linen-draper ffiould draw up his cafe, 
and lay it before Mr. Sylveftcr, for his opinion ; 
in the mean while I was remanded for another 
hearing. The next day Mr. Bond fat at the 
office ; I was brought up, and Mr. Sylvefler’s 
opinion upon the new flatement, w'hich the 
linen-draper had made out to lay before him, 
was, that the tranfaeflion was felonious, of courfe 
I was fully committed for trial.

My trial is yet recent in the memory of all 
the W'orld ; how my obtaining the ihirt as rela­
ted, and as it appeared in evidence, could be a 
theft, I leave to that w'orld to judge ; but fo it 
was called, and the jury by their f é c o n d  verdi(5f 
found me g u i l t y .

As every one who knew my cafe, thought it 
fto fay no worfe of it  ̂ extremely hard, I with 
the more confidence applied to my friends, w'ho

in
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MAJOR SEMPLE LISLE.

in their turn left nothing undone to ferve mCo 
Among other diftinguifhed charaders, the late 
celebrated Mr. Burke took amazing pains to 
do away or mitigate my fcntence. At firft in­
deed, before he knew my real condudf, he was 
not totally free from that univerfal prejudice 
which had taken plaee in the minds of almoil 
all the world; but his fentiments will be much 
better known from his own words, than from

•

any defcription of mine. In fliort, Mr. Burke 
writing coolly and difpaihonatcly on any fubjecl, 
nVufl be read with pleafure by all mankind, and 
I therefore cannot conceal this letter, though 
not favourable to>myfelf, from my readers.

(C O P Y .)

F r o m  the R igh t H o 7io u r c ih lc  Edm. B u r k e ,

F o  ] ,  E. D e v e r e u x , E f q .

- 35, S i ,  J a m e s ’'s - P l a c e ^  L o n d o n .

“  October t h e *795*

“ D e a r  S i r ,
“ I DO full juilice to the prin- 

ciples of humanity, which induce you to take
‘‘ an intereil in the fate of Mr. Semple. Thereare 
“ circumftancesof compaiîion in his hiftory, that 

would induce one to wiili that the feverity 
“ of the law was not to take place, with regard^

M 4 '
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to that unfortunate gentleman. Had the judg­
ment been capital, I iliould take a warm part |  
for its mitigation. But I have very different |  
ientiments with regard to tranfportation. A f  

perfon without fortune or profefTion, and who 
has the misfortune, by the fentence of a court 
of juftice, to lofe his reputation, cannot pof- 
fibly live but by a repetition of the fame, oj.* 
fimilar pradlices to thofe, which have firif 
brought him into his difficulties. I venture to 
fay that it is nothing at all ihort of a moral im- 
poffibility he ihould.' Now, I fubmit it to your 
very good fenfe, whether, in fuch a cafe, the f | 
very woril fort of punifhmerit, and that which 
admits no hope on this iide of the grave, does 
not become an event very much to be appre- |  
bended; and whether you or I would like J 
hereafter, to confidcr ourfclves by an ill under- 
Bood lenity, to be the means of his loiing his ® 
life with aggravated difgrace to himfelf and | |  
to his family ? ik)r my own part I look upori 
tranfportation, to be, without queftion, an 
unpleafant remedy; but dill a remedy in a def- 
perate difeafe. He goes to a place where he |s 
notoppreffied by the judgment he has fuffered ; 
and where none but honeft w’ays of life arc 
open to him. The climate is good, the foil is 
not unfavourable. There is even fome choice 
in the focicty. God know'S that they who have

** fuffered.
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r  fuffered, and even defervedly fuftered, by the 
fentence of the law, are very far from the 
worft or moil difagreeable men in the world.
I allure you that if I were to fail into a mis­
fortune of this fort, and to have youth and 
vigour of body and mind ; I fhouid think 
this change of place to be a thing to be de- 
fired, not fliunned. If I were a friend of Mr. 
Semple, I would of courfe advife him, aftejr 
humbling' himfeli before God, to look refo- 
lutely on all, in.this kind, that man can do to 
him. He is a military man. I et him encoun­
ter his ill-fortune bravely, and refolyc to ob-

V* . w . . .

tain by his fortitude and future integrity, the 
eileem of all thinking and worthy minds. He 
has no lofs at all in lofing a country where 
he has loil his place in fociety ; and as to 
tranfportation to any other country in Europe 
or America, the Engliili newfpapers, among 
the infinite evils they produce, fpread fuch 
things as thofe that relate to him into every 
quarter, and never fuffer a man to recover 
his reputation. If I cannot give nay aiiiil-̂  
ance to this poor gentleman’s releaie, it is 
upon motives of good will to him to the befc 
of my w'eak judgment; but'if his powerful 
relations, or others who arc his friends, and 

“ difpofed to compailion towards him, will con- 
** tribute to the alleviation of his> circumffan-
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“ ces, you iliall command my mite in the con­
tribution ; and I iliall ufe my beil intereil with 
Mr. King, that Mr. Semple may be recom- | 
mended to the Governor of the Colony, for 
every fort of attention to his perfon and his 
eftabliihmenc. I wait your commands.

And am, &c.’*

After the receipt of this, I laid my creden­
tials of fervice before this great and good man,d

'As
and thefe foon infpired him with far other fen- f 
timents. He now no longer coniidered me as
the defperate depredator, but as (if I know my- 
felf, I really am) a man mifguided by violent 
palTions, who had done wrong, but who never 
laid any premeditated fchemes to deceive.

ImpreiTed with thefe fentiments, he wrote a 
very warm letter to John King, Efq. one of his 
Majeily’s Under Secretaries of State ; which he 
had the politenefs to fend-to me under a flying 
feal to perufe, and to forward. I now lay it 
before my readers ; and if the former exhibits 
all the placid benevolence, this latter glows 
with all the fire of Burke.

(I
'[lii,
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' F r o m  t h e  R i g h t  H o n o u r a b le  Edmukx) B urke, 
JsiB J o h n  King, E f q .  Hider S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e .

My d e a r  K i n g ,

“ I SEND you a letter I received juil 
now, which is written to a very much refped:- 
ed friend of mine, by the unfortunate Major 
Semple ; it is attended with feveral documents 
tending to flievv, what I belicVe is extremely 
true, that this unhappy gentleman fo condudl- 

‘‘ ed himfelf abroad as to obtain no fmall degree 
of confideration. You will be fo good as to 
prefent thofe papers with my moil refpeclful 
and affectionate compliments to the Duke of 

“ Portland ; and you will, I am furc, yourfelt 
“ warmly recommend them to his Grace’s m.oil 

ferious confideration, fo as to obtain a refpite 
of thcfentence ’till the next embarkation, and 

 ̂ until the full extent and true nature oi the of­
fences are afeertained, and compared \vith the 
rigour of the fentence. If one great object 
of criminal juPice, that is, the removal ot the 
offender from the fphere of his offences, his 
habits, and his temptations, is obtained, every 

i rational as well as every humane perfon would 
wifh him every means of becoming of ufe in 

“ fomc quarter of the globe, where, far from
being
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being noxious, he might be ufefully and ho- 
nourably employed.
“ You aroyourfelfa lawyer; you well remem- 

‘‘ ber your friend, my late brother; you know 
that no man had a clearer head, or a more 
upright heart. He had, as Recorder of Briifol, 
a good deal of experience in the criminal law ; 

"" and I verily believe a better criminal judge 
never did exifi:. I have often heard him ex- 
patiate with no fmall indignation againft the 
confufion which began to prevail in the cri- 
minal jurifprudence, by which the difiinclive 
lines of offences were effafcd, or at Icaft ren- 
dered mifehievoufly uncertain. The coniuiion 
of fraud with felony (a new practice) he held 

** to be highly pernicious ; and for one I look 
upon it with horror. By this means men arc 
entrapped by the law itfelf. The law ought 

*“ as religioufly to prevent one crime being pu- 
nilhcd as another, as it ought to favc inno- 

“ cence from being puniflied at all. The law 
itfelf getting into this crookednefs becomes 
the fwindlcr, and gets the blood of men under 
falfc pretences, much worfe is it than under 
falfe pretences obtaining their money.

On this head, I will fay no more juif now 
‘ than this, that when the law (if it be law or 

can be law) is fo very vicious; the mitigating 
power of the Crown, cannot be fo well em- 
ployed as in preventing its having its worft 
effects.

I once

Y'l '
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W I'once more moil humbly andcarneiUy re- 
queil that this matter may be left open to the 
matureft coniideration. 1 iliall be much obli- 

‘‘ ged to you for your good offices on the oc- 
cafion, and am always, with mod: fincere ,rc- 
fpect and affection.

My clear King,

Your moil faithful.

And obedient humble Servant,
B e a c o n s f i e l d ,

OSlober iM ) 1795. E d m u n d  B u r k e .

■;pi'

7 'ou w i l l  h e  p l e a f e d  to  r e t u r n  h i s  p a p e r s  to  t h e  iin ^  

“ f o r t u n a t e  M r .  S e m p l e  a f t e r  y o u  h a v e  m a d e  u je  

‘‘ o f  t h e m  :  t h e r e  a r e  e i g h t  p ie c e s d '^

Among the number of thofe refpectable per- 
fons, who applied in my behalf to thofe in 
power, I cannot but mentionjames Bofwell, Efq. 
the intimate friend of the great Dr. Johnllon, 
lie prefented a petition from me, and not re« 
cciving any anfwer, he called at the Secretary 
of State’s Office, where he left a letter, of which 
he inclofed me a copy, in thefe words :

T o  J o h n  K i n g , E f q .  U n d e r  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e .  

“  S i l l »

I LEFT at your houfe on Sun-
day night a Petition from Major Semple

Lifle,(C

i
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Liflc, t<5 the Dirke of Portland, which 
had been fo good as- to fay you would delivei*; t 

*' and I wrote on V̂ n̂day to his Grace refpect- 
** ing a iliort audience, as from my having fecn rio'»̂  

the unhappy man’s papers while he was 
upon the Continent. I could enforce his ap- ap ­
plication for tne royal mercy,which hefolicits, 
on condition of his tranfporting himfelf for 
ever, inflead of being tranfporced for feven  ̂i 
years; by which commutation the public| 
would be a gainer^

Having as yet heard nothing on the fubjectls 
from his Grace or yourfelf, Sir, may I beg toT 
be favoured with a line, to inform me whether 
hopes of fuccefs may be entertained ; and that |  
you will bepleafed to contribute your humane

<<

it

rt
influence.

<f I am, Sir,

Your moil obedient ■

" Humble fervant.’-
■ii

^eaetn'-y o f Stnte^s Office  ̂
F r i d a y , J p n l xoth 1 7 9 5 .

Thefe letters I have inferted, not becaufe 
Mr. Burke and Mr. Bofwell were the only gen­
tlemen of diilinction, who interefted themfeivcs 
for me ; but becaufe they are characters of fuch 
celebrity and genius, that had my crimes been

fuch
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‘‘fuch as the world has been taught to believe, 
[they muft have feen them and defpifed me. 
Their friendiliip is my grcateil honour, next 
to that of the diilinguiihcd Generals, under 
whom 1 ferved on the Continent; and I am 
happy to fay, that I have not yet found one 
enemy among thofe whofe friendilup was worth 
the acceptance.

C H A P. XVG

T h e  a u t h o r  r e m a in s  t w o  y e a r s  a  p r i f o n e r  i n  N e w g a t e .

— B e g i n s  to  e n t e r t a i n  h o p e s  t h a t  h e  z v i l l  n o t  h e  

. J e n t  a w a y , — T h e  J h e r i f f s  a t t e m p t  to  f e n d  h im  a w a y  

i n  a n  a b r u p t  m a n n e r . — H i s  d e j p a i r  a n d  i t s  co n fe--  

q u e n c c s .— R e f l e c t i o n s  on  t h i s  aCtioH y a n d  t h e  co n ^  

d u C f o f  t h e  J f j e r i f f s . — S e n t  d o w n  to  F o r t jy n o u t h .'—̂ 
R e c e i v e s  t h e  k i n d e j l  t r e a t m e n t  f r o m  M r .  D y n e „  

c o n t r a c t o r  f o r  t r a n f p o r t s . — E m b a r k s  on  b o a r d  t h e  

L a d y  S h o r e . — F i n d s  t h e  f l o i p  in  a  f a t e  o f  m u t in y .  

— D i f f e r e n t  i n f a n c e s  o f  t h e  m u t in o u s  b e h a v i o u r  o f  

t h e  f o l d i e r s  o f  t h e  N e w  S .  W a l e s  c o r p s .—P u -  

f i l l a n i m i t y  o f  t h e i r  o f f ic e r s .

I HAD remained a prifoner, in Newgate, on 
what is called the ftate fide, where I enjoyed ah

apartment

I
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apartment to myiclf  ̂ upwards of two years^y*_ 
during which time, many or the moft diftin- 
guiihcd chaiaaers had, as I have already ftated, J , 
done every thing they, could to ibfterr the rigour |  . 
of my fentence. 1 hough 1 had received many 
aifurapees, that there was no intention offend- ■■ 
ing me from that jail, fldl, whenevei I heard. j 
of the ilieriffs having obtained an order for the|yti‘̂- 
removal of prifoners to the hulks, 1 naturally 
felt myfelf uneafy, and renewed my applications i'll!- 
the anfwers I received were of the fame tenorshliiiife 
till my fears gradually fubfided, and I conclu-^'- - " 
ded, that fliould his Majeily’s nrinifters in th e |i)r  
end determine to fend me abroad, they wouldli '.' 
at Icail fuifer me to remain where I was, until |  j«ri 
the iliip in which it was meant I ihould embark,e|-h; 
ihould be ready for foa; and that after having jhn  
been fo long detained, fome fliort notice of my 
departure would be given me. How much rca- .-grr 
fon I had for my opinion, may be feen by the -Hn.; 
following extrabl of a note from Mr. Kirby, .,, , 
keeper of Newgate, a gentlemanto whofe huma- 
nity I have the higheif obligations : f  h.

<fC
» O

M a j o r  S e m p l e  L i s l e , ’  ̂ a

CcTn you fuppofe yiiaijfr
any event hoftile to your feelings ihould take 
place, after what I have faid to you, and I not 

“ iniorm you? no, be alfured you are fecure—I p,l-t.
need d
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need fay no more, you will reft fatisfied till I 
fee you,

J .K .-

Early in the month of December, the fhcrifts 
had obtained an order, fuch as is ordinarily 
given twice or thrice a year, for the removal of 
convidts, in which it would appear, they were 
determined to include me, though they kept 
their intentions a fecret. One evening as I was 
fitting in my room, one of the turn-keys came 
and told me that a gentleman who did not wifti 
to come in, delired to fpeak to me in the lodge. 
As this had more than once been the cafe, I 
went without delay, in my flippers, and without 
a hat; but immediately found myfelf furrounded 
by the officers of the place, who, fhewing me a 
coach then at the door, told me I was Q-oimr 
immediately into the c o u n t r y . I however found 
the way back to my room; Mr. Kirby, junior, 
and tw'o of the turn-keys, who had ever behaved 
to me with the greateft kindnefs, followed me. 
I was now driven to diftraeftion, but though en­
raged to the higheft pitch of rnadnefs, I could 
not raife my hand againft thofe from whom J 
had experienced nothing but friendlliip. I was 
befides unarmed; but in my frenzy, I fnatched 
up a round pointed breakfaft knife, with which 
i made a blow at my breaft- I ftruck too high,
. N and
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and the knife would not enter; but I repeated 
the ftroke lower down, and plunged it to the 
handle in my body, dhofe about me wcfc 
fliocked and aftoniilied, and feemed incapable 
of thought or action, till Mr. Kirby drew the 
knife from my brcait, and I dciired them to 
help me off with ray coat, which being done, I
calmly laid down. -

I by no means intend tojuitify the violent aefb 
I committed, but I was driven to defpair, by 
the unaccountable conduit of the ilteriffs. It 
feems they have the privilege of J e U B i n g  the 
perfons, who arc to compofe the number or­
dered by the Secretary of State to be fent off; 
and for reafons which are yet unknown to miC, 
they had refolved not only to fend me away, but 
to take me unwares in the lingular manner I 
have already deferibed. To take me unawares, 
was the only method in their power to diitrefs 
me; and of this they determined to profit, well 
knowing that from my extenfive correfpondence 
with the moil diilinguiilied perfons at home, 
and on the Continent, I muft, if taken by fur- 
prife, leave many papers which I highly eileem- 
ed at their mercy. I muff befides be unpro­
vided with fo much as a change of linen, till 
their g r e a t  h u m a n i t y  might be pleafed to order 
me fome of my own little dock. But above all, 
they well knew that 1 muil leave thofc v/ho are

dearer
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dearer to me than life; and that to be thus torn 
from them, without even an Adieu! was the fe- 
vcreil blow they could inflid:.

The pretext, and it is a m e r e  p r e t e x t y  for thefe 
fudden removals, is, that the convids are riot­
ous and diforderly when about to be fent off; 
this is true in the crouded part of the prifon, 
where the poor wretches are, 'u o ith o u i a  m o m e n V s  

w a r n in g y  a w a k e d  o u t  o f  t h e i r  J l e e p  in  t h e  d e a d  o f  

n ig h t y  a n d  h u r r i e d  o f f . They then are apt to 
break the few trifling uteniils they have got, and 
to make much noife; but when they have had 
previous notice, I have feen them go away 
peaceably and quietly, without making any dif- 
turbance. But this did not even furniih a rea- 
fon in my cafe, as I was neither in a crouded 
part of the prifon, nor had any communication 
whatever with thofe under fuch fentences as my-» 
felf. Befides, the ilierifls ought to have con- 
ildered, that though I was all fubmiiiion to the 
fentence of the law, I was not to be intimidated, 
and that it was poiiible to drive even men of 
the mildeil temper to ads of madnefs by unne- 
celTary feverity. Of this they would have been 
fatisfied, had they been prefent when their man­
date was announced to me.

I ihould by no means have felt the leaff re- 
fentment againil the iheriffs, for having in my 
turn fent me away, but that turn had paffed for

N 2. twelve
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twelve months and more; and it may be feeil 
from Mr. Kirby’s note, that I had no reafon to 
think that I iliould be hurried off without time­
ly notice. I had even much higher authority, 
which I am not at liberty to give up, for be­
lieving that it was not the intent of government 
that I fhould go at a ll; indeed his Majefiy’s 
Miniilers feemed inclined to take into coniider- 
ation the blood I hadfpilt for my country, and 
make fome allowance on that account. This 
their liberal conduit towards me, determined 
mine in the hour of danger, when the mutineers 
feized the iliip, and when my refinance was 
firm, but rendered ineffedual by the i n a t i i o n  of 
the officers of the troops. Whether however 
circumitances might afterwards have induced 
them to fend me away, I cannot with abfolute 
certainty determine; but I am confident they 
would have font me immediately to the fhip, 
and they would have given me fufficient notice, 
to make the necefiary preparations for lo long a 
voyage, and this was all 1 had defired! But 
the b e n e v o le n t  J h e r i f f s ^  —

11 •; ,i-

fOB

would have fuppofed
themfelves degraded by a generous or humane 
ad; and, I dare fay, would have thought it 
r a r e  f u n  to fend a gentleman to the hulks.

I remained without any further interruption, 
till, I-think, about the end of February, when,

after

1 T1 ■
Ii ‘ •

j



>r!i M

•Xii

-I'l

Ct’

M A J O R  S E M P L E  L I S L E . I 8 t
»(! ■

after a notice given me of fome days, I was re­
moved to Portfmouth, after having received 
marks of the moil humane attention from fome 
of the firft perfons in the kingdom. On my 
arrival, I experienped the utmoft exertions of 
humanity from that moft worthy charader, 
Mr. Dyne, the contrador for tranfports, to 
whofecare 1 was configned; that gentleman, far 
from wuiliing to add to my fuiferings, did every 
thing he could to alleviate them. Inilead of 
being fent on board a hulk, I was put on 
board, what is called, the hofpital ihip, where I 
had a cabin to myfelf, and every accommoda­
tion I could wiihj and here I remained till the 
Lady Shore came round from the river.

When I wxnt on board the Lady Shore, I 
found fome perfons, whom by their drefs, I 
jQiould have fuppofed to be foldiers ; but their 
diforderly and mutinous behaviour foon con­
vinced me, that whatever they might be called, 
they were in fad moft daring mutineers. I had 
not indeed been many hours on board, when a 
feene prefented itfelf, which ought to have 
w'arned any officer of his danger. Though the 
Britiih fleet laying clofe to us, was then in a 
ftate of open rebellion, the whole of the officers 
of the New South Wales corps went on ihore, 

. and left the charge of the detachment, I think, 
in number, to a Serjeant of the name of

N 3 Hughes 5
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Hughes ; in their abfence, Hughes thought pro­
per to go on ihore too, and when the officers 
returned, was not come on board. When they 
came, which they did all together, the Com­
mander enquired for him, and before an anfwer 
was well given, he appeared along fide in a 
boat. The commanding officer in perfon, or­
dered him on board, to which he replied, h e  

w o u l d  n o t co m e  t i l l  h e  h a d  J e e n  b i s  g o o d s  o u t  o f  t h e  

b o a t . The officer repeated his commands, and 
Hughes replied in a language which I will not 
repeat j ftrange to tell, the officer calmly walk­
ed into his cabin, without taking the leaf! no­
tice of the infult.

The fame day, if I recoiled well. Sir Jerome 
Fitzpatrick came on board, and to him I re­
lated the ftory, as I was even then convinced 
that the ihip muil fall a vidim to mutinyj it 
was not however in Sir Jerome’s province, who 
having introduced and recommended me to the 
officers, too'k leave.

The mutiny then raging on board his Majcf- 
ty’s ihips, by which we were furrounded  ̂ W’as,
I fuppofe, the reafon why we were ordered to 
fail in an unufual hurry, and with the W ejl̂  

inftead of the E o f t  I n d i a  convoy. Of the mu­
tinous date of the ihip, let the concurrence of ’ 
Mr. Black, our purfer, bear tedimony with 
me; that gentleman, in a letter to his father,̂

dated

(1 ■
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dated May lil, 1797, and which has fince been 
publiilied, fays,

I fmcerely wiili (as do all the ihip ŝ com­
pany,) that we were now laying at Port- 
Jackfon, delivering our p r e d o i i s  cargO y inftead 

‘‘ of Torbay j for the foldiers are the moit dif- 
agreeable, mutinous fet of villains that ever 
entered into a ihip.—Two of the ferjeants 
behaved fo ill, that Captain Willcocks was 
obliged to infill upon their commanding offi- 

** cer confining them in irons; for they have 
their own officers on board, and the Captain 

“ and officers of the ihip have no power over 
them. Major Semple is a quiet kind of a man, 

“ and I have no doubt will behave like a gen- 
tleman and give us no trouble.— He was fome 

** days fince applied to by two of the villains, 
“ to know if he would head them in an attempt 
“ to feize the ihip after they ihould get well out 
“ to fea, and had left the convoy; one of them 
“ at the fame time telling him, this was the 
“ eighth time he had embarked for Botany Bay 
“ without reaching i t ; and he was determined he 

would not this time; and that he was fent on 
board by force from a Police Office. This 

“ immediately reported to the officers of 
“ the iL'P by Semple; in confequence of which 
“ the foldiers vow vengeance againit him,

N 4 - “  threatening

111

f i

I



( !'

'M-Sli.

'! m

/S' '

i I

T H E  L I F E  OF

threatening to throw him over board the firft 
" opportunity.”

In confequence of thefe riotous proceedings, 
an order was given that none of the foldiers, 
but thofe on duty, Îhould come on the quarter­
deck. The day followirig, Hughes, the Ser­
jeant, attempted to violate this order, which the 
fentry would not permit, and told him the rea- 
fon why he could not ; with which indeed the 
Serjeant mull neceifarily have been acquainted. 
He then requeued to pafs the deck, to go down 
to the commanding officer’s cabin, to have the 
order repealed ; not being able to obtain this 
repeal, he came up again, threatening and iha- 
king his hand in the iirft mate’s face,'who then, 
in the abfence of the Captain, commanded thé 
iliip. Continuing his infolence, the mate went 
into his cabin and put on a dirk; when Hughes 
faw this, he went below, faying, that he had a 
longer fword, and was coming again upon deck' 
with it drawn, and had I not guarded the hatch- 
w’ay, he certainly meant to have attacked and 
murdered the Chief Mate. This as well as the 
former aéts of mutiny paiTed unnoticed by the 
officers of the detachment. ' ‘ ‘ '

V . .  ! . .
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CHAP. XVII.

M :u t in o u s  p r o c e e d i n g s  a t  P o r t f m o u t h .—P^be C h ie f .  

M a t e  m a k e s  a  c o m p la m t  to  G e n e r a l  P i t t »  

— S a i l  f o r  T o r b a y . — T h e  m u t i n e e r s  d i j i u r h  t h e  

C a p t a i n  in  m u j i e r i n g  h i s  m e n .— C a p t a i n  J 'P i lc o c k s  

c o m p la in s  to  G e n e r a l  F o x ^  w h o . t r a n j m i t s  h i s  l e t -  

' t e r  to  t h e  P ) u k e  o f  P o r t l a n d . — L i e u t e n a n t  C o lo n e l  

G ro fC y  t h e  C o m m a n d e r  o f  t h e  N e w  S o u t h  I N a le s  

corpSy f e n t  to  i n f p e S l  t h e m .— T h e  J h i p s .  r e c e i v e  

d a m a g e  f r o m  a  fto rn iy  a n d  a r e  o b l ig e d  to  g o  in t o  

h a r b o u r . — T h e  L a d y  S h o r e  f a d s  a f t e r  t h e  C a p t a i n  

h a d  a d d i e j j e d  t h e  M i n i f l e r  on  t h e  f t  t u  a t  io n  o f  t h e  

tro o p s y  to  w h i c h  t h e  a u t h o r  a l f o  a d d e d  h i s  t e j h -  

m o n y .— T h e  t r o o p s  i n c r e a f e  in  m u t in y  a n d  d i f o b e ^  

d i e n c e .

1

1'c

11

T he ihort time we remained at Portfmouth 
was fufficient to demonftrate, that the officers 
entrufled with the charge of the New South 
Wales Corps, were inadequate to their duty. 
I intimated as much before we weighed anchor 
to feyeral perfons of refpecflability ; and the 
Chief Mate of the ihip (who commanded in the 
place of Captain Wilcocks, thenabfent,) com­
plained to General Pitt, in confequence of the 
attack by Serjeant Hughes, which I mentioned

m
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in the laft chapter. This complaint was ren­
dered ineffecTiual, by our being ordered to fail 
in about 12 hours after it was lodged ; fo that 
the General had not time to puniih the muti­
neer, or cncjuire into the merits of the cafe.

We had not many hours left Porefmouth, till 
our convoy made a iignal for the fleet to difperfe, 
and to rendezvous at Torbay, according to our 
orders. While we were fleering for that port. 
Captain Wilcocks fufpeding that the reafon of 
the iignal being made might be the approach 
of fome enemies fliips, and his men not having 
been appointed to their quarters, he ordered 
them to be muflered. He was in the a(fl of telling 
them off, when a number of foldiers furround- 
ed him, and drowned his voice by their noife ; 
he defired them to go forward, and not diflurb 
him in the execution of his duty on the quarter­
deck ; but they replied i b a i  t h e y  ''^ 'o u ld  f t  a y  w h e r e  

t h e y  w e r e  He then made application to Eniign 
Vi inchin, who prevailed upon the foldiers to 
defifl, and fuffer the Captain to continue hisbu- 
flnefs  ̂ for the moment in peace ; no other pu- 
niiliment however was inflicled, though we were 
foon in harbour, than laying one man under 
arrefl for the evening.

How far fiich conduct was likely to flifle 
mutiny I fliall not fay ; but when I remark 
that the foldiers on board were a mixture of fo-9

i.l3i
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reigners and criminals, enlifted from jails, and 
induced to enter for fear of worfe confequences, 
the due recompenfc of their crimes, I think my 
readers will agree with me, that the reins of difci- 
pline ought to have been held with a ilronghand.

A continuation of mutinous behaviour, eve­
ry day more daring and aggravated, obliged 
Captain Wilcocks to addrefs Major General Fox, 
who had fent the detachment on board.

As the orders which the General had fent on 
board, were excellently well calculated for the 
fafety of the ihip, and the regulation of the 
troops ; thefe flagrant acts of mutiny induced 
him to acquaint the Duke of Portland with 
Captain Wilcocks’s letter ; a written declaration, 
alluded to in Mr. Black’s letter a l r e a d y  quoted, 
which I had made, was alfo tranfmitted to his 
Grace; and w'hich affords an honourable teftimo- 
nial, that however my character might other- 
wife have fuffered, as a foldier it ffill remained 
unfpotted.

The Duke immediately ordered Lieutenant 
Colonel Grofe, the Commander of the «New 
South Wales Corps, to Torbay, to examine into, 
the nature and accuracy of the complaint.

It is not perhaps improper for the informa­
tion of fuch of my readers as are unacquainted 
with military affairs, to obferve, that it is a 
Banding order on board tranfports, that no 
lights are to be fuffered, no tobacco to be

fmoaked.

1̂f
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fmoaked, nor cartridges to be allowed to remain 
between decks ; all which were grofsly violated 
by the foldiers, who, as rnufl already be evident, 
had no refpect for their officers, nor knew any 
controul of difcipline.

When the Lieut. Col. came on board heaiked 
a few queflions of the officers of the fhip, but ex­
amined more fully fome of the foldiers who v/ere 
accufed of the diforders complained of, and 
feemed to give credit to their affiertions.

The Captain expecting that the fignal for 
failing would be made foon, and apprehending 
that he might not have time to procure red refs 
from another quarter, requefted that the Lieu­
tenant-Colonel would take from the foldiers, the 
ball cartridges which Mr. Minchin had left in 
their poffieffiion, as he entertained appreheniions 
for the fafety of the ihip ; not only from the 
difpoiition of the foldiers, but from fire that 
might be occafioned by their negligence and dif- 
order. This moft reafoiiable requefi; was refufed 
by the Lieutenant-Colonel. The judicious and 
foldier-like orders of that moil excellent officer. 
Major General Fox, which he had fent on board 
with the detachment, were then called to his 
recolledlion ; his anfwer was nearly to this pur- 
pofe, that the men were then under his (Lieu­
tenant-Colonel Grofe’s) command, that General 
Fox had no orders to give them. He then re­
turned to his boat, and as he croffed the deck,

told

tll̂-
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to ld  the  C ap ta in  tha t  he would  re tu rn  n e x t  
m o rn in g  ; b u t  we faw h im  no m ore.  T h e  fol­
lo w in g  af te rnoon .  C ap ta in  W i lc o c k s  was in ­
fo rm ed  by the  keeper  o f  the  inn, a t  B r ixham , 

tha t  as foon as the  L ieu ten an t -C o lo n e l  landed 
f rom  his vifit to the  ih ip ,  he took  fome refrcili- 

“  m e n t  and  fet off  for L o n d o n .”
J u f t  at  th is  t im e  a very fevere gale co m m en ced ,  

w hich  d id  m u c h  h a rm  to  the  fleet in  general,  
d ifm afted  the  f r iga te ,  u n d e r  whofe convoy we 
failed, and  d id  us fome, th o u g h  no t  m ate r ia l  
d a m a g e ;  feveral fliips b e lo n g in g  to A d m ira l  Sir 
R .  C u r t i s ’s fquadron ,  th en  laying near us, l ik e -  
wife loft th e i r  mafts, and  received o th e r  in ­
ju r ie s .  T h e  tem pef t  hav ing  fom ewhat aba ted ,  
a f te r  rag in g  tw o  days, i f  I recollect  r ig h t ,  the  
f r iga te  was obl iged  to p u t  in to  P ly m o u th  to l e -  
fit, and  we with others  o f  the convoy went ro und  
to  F a lm o u th ,  efcorted by his Majefty s ftiip 
Scourge ,  to repa ir  o u r  damages.

T h e  f i tuation o f  Capta in  W ilc o c k s  becam e 
now t ru ly  diftrefling, as he  was on every tide 
furroLinded by em barraffm ents ,  and  unce r ta in  
how m any days, o r  even hours he m igh t  have to 
rem ain  in E n g lan d .  I n  hopes tha t  the  foldiers 
w ou ld  at  leng th  behave w ith  m ore  decency and 
order ,  he wiihed to avoid fu r th e r  co m p la in ts ;  
an d  as the  L ieu tenan t-C olonel  feemed to have 
fo rgo t ten  h im  and his ihip, he like wife forgot 
th e  L ieu ten an t -C o lo n e l .  But the ir  m utinous

difpoftt ion.
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difpoiition, which could not reil even for a day, 
plunged us again into confuiion.

The foldiers, emboldened by impunity, infulted 
equally their own officers, and thofe of the 
fliip, till one day, a Corporal daring to flrike 
the Chief Mate, in the execution of his duty, the 
Captain found himfelf impelled to addrefs the 
Miniilcr, and to furniih him with a detail of the 
conduit of the troops, and his appreheniions for 
the fafety of the Ihip. About the fame time, 
my own affairs rendering it neceifary for me to 
addrefs the Duke of Portland ; I took advantage 
of the opportunity, to give my opinion of bur 
iituation. A few days however put an end to 
our hopes, the fignal for failing was fuddenly 
made, and we went to fea, before any anfwer 
could be received to the Captain’s complaints.

During our paifage, the fame diforder which 
we had fo fenfibly felt in the harbour, prevailed 
and even encreafed; the fame Corporal, who 
ilruck the Chief Mate with impunity, ftruck and 
kicked his officer (Enfign Prater,) at fea; who, 
inilead of puniiliing him with inilant death, 
tamely fubmitted to the infult.

It is with heart-felt pride, I write the hatred 
entertained towards me, both by the foldiers 
and their officers. The former, thought to have 
found in me a defperate advocate for mutiny, 
ready as themfelves to any ad: of villanyor mur­

der;



i

■'•Uii

■ ','j

m a j o r  S E M P L E  L I S L E .  ^ 9^

dcr; whereas they found a determined enemy to 
every thing that tended to the want of difeipline, 
and fubordination ; while the latter were fccretly 
enraged, that I Ihould have dared to write as I 
had done on their fubjed to his Majefty’s Mi- 
nifter, and to their Lieutenant-Colonel, who 
furniihed them with copies of what I had wrote ; 
and one of which letters, wherein I deferibe the 
intention of the foldiers, and named thofe whom 
I fufpeded to be the ringleaders, Enfign Min- 
chinread to the men on the quarter-deck, while 
we were at fea. The foldiers, ho_vvever, though 
they ftruck their own officers and thofe of the 
ffiip, only I h r e a l e n i d m e ,  nor did they ever ven­
ture to approach me, with the intention of-put- 
ting their threats in execution.

The Captain’s friendihip for me merited the 
moil grateful return; whenever there was any 
diilurbance I ranged myfelf by his fide, a con- 
dud which gave no fmall offence to the muti­
neers ; nor at laft, had not thofe whofe duty 
ihould have induced them to ad far otherwife, 
hid themfelves in holes and corners, inilead of 
offering a manly refiftance, the mutiny would 
have ended in the death of the infurgents.

During the time we \vere at fea and under con­
voy, though rebellion appeared every day and 
every hour, no attempt was made at feizing the
ihîp • the mutineers v/ell knew that a iignal

wouia
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would bring the efcort t o  adT: againft therrt;  a n d  

they equally knew that they had arms and ammu­
nition adequate to their purpofe, whenever they 
iliould think proper to make the attack; refift- 
ance they could expedl but little of, iince they 
had fo many proofs of the tamenefs of their offi­
cers ; they therefore fuffered us to proceed with­
out interruption on our courfe. Neverthelefsj 
every day was marked by outrages, that loudly 
demanded the interference of authority, not 
only to quiet, but to difarm the New South 
Wales banditti, and inflidc a fignal and exem­
plary puniffiment on their infamous ringleaders.

In this ftate of continual apprehenfion, amidil 
the tenors of a mutiny we daily expe<iled to 
break out, and which we were only too confei- 
ous, (from the caufes already given,) we ihould 
not be able to refiil, we proceeded on our voy­
age, propofing to touch R i o  d e  J a n i e r o i  and 
the convoy having left us in the proper latitude 
to proceed to their deflination in the Weil India 
iilands, we were left to our fate.

C H A P. XVIII.

n e  L a d y  S h o r e  p r o c e e d s  i n  f a f e t y  a lm o ft  to  R i a  d e  

J a n e i r o .  L 'h e  m u t in y  c o m m e n c e s .  E n j i g n  M i n ^

c M n
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c h i n  r e f u j e s  to  a S l . — T h e  C a p t a i n  m o r t a l ly  w o im d ^  

e d , — T h e  a u t h o r  e n d e a v o u r s  to  p e r j u a d e  t h e  o ff ic e r s  

o f  t h e  t r o o p s  to  r a l ly y  b u t  i n  v a i n . — H e  o f fe r s  a  

v a r i e t y  o f  p r a d l i c a b l e  p la n s y  h u t  w i t h o u t  e f f e c t .— 
A t  t h e  in f t a n c e  o f  t h e  C a p t a i n  a n d  M i n c h i n y  t h e  

a u t h o r  e n t e r s  in t o  a  t r e a t y  w i t h  t h e  y n u t m e e r s .— 
M i n c h i n  m a k e s  h i s  f u b m i j j io n y  a n d  t h e  f l o i p  i s  g i v e n  

u p . — T h e  o f f ic e r s  w h o  h i d  t h e m f e lv e S y  b r o u g h t  to  

l i g h t . — T h e  C a p t a i n 's  d e a t h , — T h e  a u t h o r  w i f f e s  

to  l e a v e  t h e  m e fsy  b u t  a t  t h e  f o l i c i t a t i o n  o f  t h e  o ff- -  

c e rS y  c o n t in u e s  w i t h  t h e m .— T h e  o f f ic e r s  e n d e a v o u r  

to  p r o c u r e  a  b o a t  f r o m  t h e  m u t i n e e r s  to  c a r r y  t h e m  

to  R i o  G r a n d e . — T h e  a u t h o r 's  f t r a t a g e m  to  p r o c u r e  

l e a v e  f o r  h i m f e l f  a n d  t h e  P u r f e r  to  g o  i n  t h e  

b o a t .

-5 " i

X

'I

W e  proceeded on our voyage without any 
event worth remarking, till we were very near 
R i o  d e  J a n e i r o y  in the Brazils. On the ift of 
Auguil i 797i about four o’clock in the morn­
ing, I was awaked by the report of fire-arms 
and the fereams of women. I immediately 
hafted from my bed toward the hatchway, which 
I found ilrongly guarded, and near it I met 
John Curran, a failor, who had juft efcaped 
from the feene of bloodihed, then palling upon 
deck; he told me that the foldiers had taken the 
flip, and that if I went near the hatchway, I 
fhould be murdered by the mutineers.

^  Captain

rri!



:*

n

I ■

I i

!

1 V
r si

i'

I l I E  L l I E  OF

Captain Wilcocks occupied the round-houfe, ^ 
the Chief Mate, Second Mate, and Purfer, were 
in three fmall cabins in the fore-part of it; in |  
cabins between decks abaft, and in the fteerage |  
were the officers of the troops. Lieutenant |- 
Drumrnond, of the Bombay Marines, (doing 
duty as mate,) the petty officers of the iliip, the. §: 
ieamen, a paffenger with his family, and my- t
ibifi -  ̂ I

It was the Chief Mate’s watch upon deck; him | , 
I had already heard calling aloud that he was || 
murdered, and fall groaning at the feet of the |  
aiTafTins; the Captain, whom the noife had 
alarmed, and who had run upon deck, was im­
mediately mortally wounded, and in that Bate 
threw himfelf down the hatchway, but retained 
Ifrength enough to drag himfelf into Eniigii 
Minchin’s cabin, and into his bed, which as he 
afterwards told me he found empty, the Enfigii  ̂
with h u  lady having already crept underneath 
it.

At the moment, when the Captain fell down I 
the hatchway, in front of the ladder, I was be-  ̂
hind it, at the cabin of Lieutenant Drummond, |  
the Surgeon and the Steward, endeavouring to |  
excite them to abtion, that w'e might not only 
defend ourfelves, but raife force enough to re­
tain poifeilion of the ihip. I found the Steward’s 
cabin empty, he having abandoned it j I then

went
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ivent to Lieutenant Drummond’s door, which 
tommunicated with the Surgeon’s cabin, and 
which was fhut. After knocking and calling 
repeatedly on both thefe gentlemen, without 
obtaining any anfwer, the door was at length 
opened. The Steward, who had gone there to 
conceal himfelf, was the firfl: man I faw; Lieu-̂  
tenant Drummond was, I blufli to fay it, u n d e r  

t h e  b e d  o f  t h e  S u r g e o n , and poiitively refufed 
taking any adtive part; the Surgeon, a very 
good and very young man, faid but little, but 
1 am confident, that had thofe whofe duty it 
was, made preparations for rcfiftance, he would 
not have been backward.

Juft then I heard the Captain calling me to 
come to his aififtance; I went round to him im- 
mediately, and found him laying in Minchin’s 
bed, into which he had thrown himfelf. The 
bed ftood uncommonly high, being more than 
three feet from the deck, and under it I difeo- 
vered, by the day-light which begun to appear  ̂
E n s i g n  M i n c h i n ,  the C o m m a n d i n g  O f f i ­

c e r ,  with his wife. In fome fuch fituation, in- 
deedj the knowledge I had of the man, and the 
clamorous outcry of “ G i v e  t h e m  t h e  s h i p ! 

G i v e  t h e m  t h e  s h i p ! ’ * which he had repeat­
edly Vociferated at the very beginning of the 
conflidl, taught me to look for him.

The Captain defired me to place him in an
O 2 eafv
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eafy po i lu re ,  and th en  a iked  m y  o p in ion  o f  o u r  
f i tuation .  I frankly  to ld  h im ,  th a t  a l th o u g h  |  
the  prefcrva tion  o f  the ih ip  was no way difficult ,  |  
yet  I had  no hope of it,  as I found  no  d i fpo f i -  
t io n  in thofe who had  th e  p o w er ,  to  m ak e  any 
a t t e m p t ;  neverthelefs ,  i f  any adlive m eafures  
ihou ld  be d e te rm in e d  up o n ,  I was ready to  lead 
th e  way to  the deck .  T h e  C ap ta in ,  the  agony  
o f  whofe w ounds was encreafed by feeing th a t  p  
he had  n o th in g  to  hope  for, feeling the  a p p ro a c h  |  
o f  dea th ,  .was difpofed ra th e r  to  exp ire  in peace ,  |  
th an  fingly, and unable  to  h a n d ,  to  oppofe  th e  
fury o f  th e  m u t in e e r s ;  M r .  M in c h in  l ikewife ,  
w ho  h ad  now  fallied f ro m  his re trea t ,  jo in e d  the  
C ap ta in  in co n ju r in g  me to  go to  the  h a tch w ay ,  |  
to  aiflire the  m u t in e e rs  th a t  no  refiffance w o u ld  |  
be  m ade ,  and  to en trea t  t h a t ,  as they  h ad  no  o p -  |  
po f i t ion  to  expedl,  no  m o re  m ifch ie f  m i g h t  be  |  
done. T o  the  C ap ta in  I anfsvered, th a t  w h a t -  j  
ever m ig h t ,  in his ow n  o p in io n ,  ten d  to his a d —  ̂
v an tag e  or conven ience ,  I iho u ld  m o i l  read i ly  ! 
do ,  b u t  to E nf ign  M in ch in ,  I felt myielf j  as a  |  
fo ldier ,  ob l iged  to fpeak  in a n o th e r  tone .  H i m  
I to ld ,  th a t  H E ,  and  h e  o n l y ,  was th e  p r o p e r  |  
per fon  to  fpeak  to the  m u t inee rs  ; th a t  they  w e r c | '  
c o m m i t te d  to h i s  cha rge ,  and  th a t  it  was his !■ 
d u ty  TO s u b d u e  t h e m  o r  d i e  ! I ca lled  to  his 
re co l le d io n ,  th a t  he had m o re  th an  force fufficient 
to  infurefiiccefs; th a t  all the  a m m u n i t io n  o f  every
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kind, except a few mufkct-cartridges, were in 
our poiTefTion, and that nothing was wanting, 
but for him to draw his fword and exert him- 
felf; but that if he thought attacking them on 
deck would be attended with more danger than 
he deemed p r u d e n t  to encounter, we had ftill 
another and a fafer rcfource; that, as well as the 
ammunition, we were mafters of the proviiions ; 
that we had only to defend the hatchways, and 
keep the mutineers where they were; and that, 
having neither bread nor water in their reach, 
want of refreihment and reft would foon reduce 
them to fue for mercy on their knees : I even pro- 

|t  pofed to him to choak the rudder, and cut away 
the mafts between decks, in which cafe the wreck 
would have fallen on their heads, and they had 
not one implement of any kind to clear it with ; 
but fuch meafures he did not chufe to adopt, 
and repeated his deiire of giving upthelhip; 
the Captain likewife again folicited me to 
communicate his and Eniign Minchin’s propo- 
iitions to the mutineers, as the probable means 
of preventing more murders.

I went therefore to the hatchway, where the 
centinels prefentcd their pieces to my head; 
but three Frenchmen, a German, and feveral 
Iriih at that moment appearing, 1 communi- 
cated my buftnefs. They remained upon deck, 
and myfelf below and while-we were in that

O 3 fituatioft^
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fituation, they aiTurcd me that they vviilied not to 
hurt any one ; but that they wanted their liber­
ty, and would have it or die: they added, that 
if  the Captain and Mr. Minchin would come to 
the hatchway, and give their word of honour 
that no reiiilance iliould at any time be made, 
all iliould be at peace, and we diould be well 
treated. I reprefented to them the Captain’s 
perilous fituation, and that it was impoifible for 
him to be brought to the hatchway, without 
encrcaiing the pain and danger in which he al­
ready was : they then replied that they would 
be fatisfied with receiving the declaration of 
fubmilTion from Minchin, and that they would 
make me anfwerable for the Captain’s future' 
conduct.

Minchin went to the hatchway, made the 
promifes demanded, and delivered up his arms. 
This point being fettled, thofe who had hither­
to concealed themfelvcs began to appear. 
Anxious to know the fate of the gentlemen who 
lodged in the round-houfc, and of the failors 
of the watch on deck, I enquired of the muti­
neers whether many had fallen? They anfwered 
ipe, “ But few.” I then requeued to know if 
Mr. Murchifpn, the Second Mate, Mr. Black, 
the Purfer, (whofe piilols I faw in the hands of 
a mutineer,) and Enfign Prater, were alive? 
They told me that Murchifon was in the cabin,

' iliui;
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ihut up under a guard, and that he iliould remain 
unhurt, provided he was quiet; that they fup- 
pofed Mr. Black to have been killed and thrown 
over-board, as he was no where to be feen ; that 
his piilols were found loaded at the head of his 
bed, and that there was much blood in his cabin; 
but as to Prater they knew nothing about him. 
The Chief Mate we already knew to be dead ; fo, 
that in addition to this, and the almoit hopelefs 
ilate of the Captain, we apprehended we had to 
lament the death of the other two gentlemen. 
However, about nine in the morning, f i v e  h o u r s  

a f t e r  t h e  a f f r a y  w a s  o v e r ,  Enfign Prater was 
found concealed among the women convids, 
and about an hour after, much to our furprife 
and fatisfadion, Mr. Black, the Purfer, was 
handed down to us.

It now appeared that when the Chief Mate 
received his firft wound, he fled into the cabin 
of Mr. Black, and threw himfelf upon that 
gentleman in his bed, the mutineers followings 
and firing upon him till he received, I thinks 
eight wounds. Mr. Black, who is a very young 
man, at that time not above nineteen, and, as 
might be expeded, totally unufed to feenCs of 
blood and horror, found himfelf awoke from 
his fleep by the noife of fire-arms, and the yells 
of the aflafllns, by whom he was furrounded; 
from the nearnefs of the difeharge, his cabin

O 4 muß:
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nuifl: have feemed filled with fire, and the weight 
of his dying friend mufl: have effedlually pre­
vented him from ufing his arms. Thus embar- 
raiTed, furprifed, and on all fides furrounded by 
ar»-’ied ruffians, none could have fufiained fuch an 
afiault but the man who, long accuffomed to the 
ihock of war, has learnt to dcfpife death, and who, 
on all occafions, even when the thunder of God 
burils round his head, claps his hand to his 
fword, and fiands undaunted. Who then can be 
ailoniilied that a youth, who neither wearing a 
fword, nor bearing a commiffion, confequently 
had contracled no obligation to fight or die, 
ihould conceal hinifelf ? For him, therefore, no 
apology is necelfary; for the oificers of the 
New South Wales Corps and Lieutenant Drum­
mond it may be, perhaps, difficult to find one. 
Out of the reach of the mutineers, furnifhed 
with every neceffiary, incapable of being at-̂  
tacked, except by the hatchways, which we 
could eaiily have blocked, and fufficiently nu­
merous to have ailed upon the offenfive, it is 
their province, not mine, to account for their 
e x t r a o r d i n a r y  conduit.

Mr. Murchifon had already obtained leave to 
join us ; and in fail, he and myfelf were the on­
ly two on board whom the mutineers treated 
with confideration; him they knew to polTefs 
courage; that he was pow'erful, and would de­

fend

' 0 '
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fend himfelf with vigour 5 and my uniform c o i U  

dudt tovyards them, from the hour I firlt embark­
ed, told them what they had to expecl from 
rne.

The former differences which had fubfifted 
between the military officers and me feemed 
now buried in (Qblivion, being as it were ab- 
forbed in our common misfortune; my time, 
however, was taken up in attending the Cap­
tain, who was very deiirous I ffiould not leave 
him; and who, after languiihing about forty- 
eight hours, expired in my arms. As foon as 
his body was committed to the deep, not wiih- 
ing to affociate with Minchin, for reafons that 
may be colleded from the foregoing narrative,
I left that cabin and returned to my own; but 
the fame day, at the hour of dinner, I was fenc 
for, and folicited by all, but particularly by 
Eniigns Minchin and Prater, not to leave them ; 
I complied with their requeft, and we were no 
more feparated.

- Some hours before our unfortunate Captain 
was buried, the mutineers did the fame to 
one of their comrades, named Delahay, who 
was killed in the confliil, not, as was firif fup- 
pofed, by Mr. Lambert, the Chief Mate, but 
by an accidental ffiot from one of their own 
party ; on this man’s body they affixed the fol­
lowing infeription, ‘‘ U  e ft  m o r t  p o u r  l a  l i b e r t é : *

Previous
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Previous to the Captain’s death he defired me 
to cut off fome of his hair, to fend to his wife; 
a taik which I carefully performed.

The diredion of the ihip was now in the 
hands of a few foreigners, and the knowledge 
I had of their different languages often obliged 
them to have recourfe to me as their interpre­
ter : thefe fervices enabled me to obtain from 
them fome indulgence for my friends and my- : 
felf, by way of recompenfe. From the moment 
we were taken we never ceafed to folicit the 
mutineers to give us a boat, that we might land 
at d e  J a n i e r o  ; but this they refufed, from an 
apprehenfion that fome Portuguefe fhips of 
war might by laying there. As they had de­
clared their intention of making for the R i o  d e  

P lc itU y  and landing at fome of the Spaniili fet- 
tlements in that river, they thought, that if we 
reached our port foon, we might procure a 
i  ortuguefe iliip of w’ar to be fent after them, 
\vhich might reach the mouth of the R i o  d e  P l a t a  

before the Lady Shore, and thus intercept them. 
On this account they pofitively refufed us a 
boat, till we fhould be fo far to the fouthvvard ' 
as to enable them to reach the R i o  d e  P l a t a  be­
fore we fliould be able, in all probability, to 
reach the R i o  G r a n d e , the fouthernmoif fettle- 
fnent of tlie Brazils.

■Lvery individual who formed our table fo-
licitcd

‘ \>e'
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-mtjlliGited leave to embark in the boat, and all ob- 
iejdtained a promife, except Mr. Fyfe, the Surgeon, 

i  and myfelf; and though the moil a c t i v e  in the 
-Mimutiny were againil my leaving the iliip, as 
ij^being ufeful to them, the majority of voices 

w'ere in my favour: they alfo entertained an 
■n̂ iidea of detaining the Purfer, to furniih them 

with an account of the quality and value of the 
jcargo.

Notwithftanding thefe unfavourable appear- 
:.fi=J:ances, I Pill flattered myfelf with expedlations 

of vanquiihing the oppofition that obitrudled 
I,my deiires. An opportunity foon offered  ̂
>vhich I feized, and found the means of turning 
to the advantage of the Purfer and myfelf; and 
this we owed to a report w'hich had reached the 

. •,53 ears of the mutineers, that a cheil of money or 
• plate, and a box of watches were fomewhere in 

the fhip.
The three Frenchmen, who then governed the 

Lady Shore, were defirous that thefe fliould be 
made their owm excluiive property ; they fpoke 
t o  me on the fubjet:!, making me very large 
promifes if I w-ould obtain them fuch informa­
tion as might enable them to come at it without 

1/ the knowledge of their companions. I com­
municated this buiinefs to the Purfer, telling 
him, that if he knew of any fuch thing in the 
^ip, and would give them diredlions where to 

‘ ’ find
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find it, he would procure his own liberty and
mine; for if w'e were once in a fecret of that

all®

¥■m

nature and importance, they would, for their.pf  ̂
own lecurity, fend us away, in preference to|l|l> ‘̂'“' 
any other peribns. The Purfer aifiired me that|(*  ̂
there was neither money nor plate in the fhip,|;jf" ' 
but that in one of the lockers of the cabin there f''j" 
was a fiiiall cafe of watches, his property ; and i  V' 
this in formation we agreed to give them the fame 
evening. Some days previous to that time they " 
had been in the cuftom of fcndino; for the Purfer 
and myfelf every evening, to aiPifl: them in cx -Jj* 
amining the fliip’s papers; the ufual hour ar-|̂  ̂
lived, and we were called for. We found the 
three chiefs alone in the cabin: I communicar ! 
ted to them what Mr. Black had told me, and, 
he pointed out where the watches were. Thp,- 
cafe contained fifty-two, of diiferent forts ; 
they prefented him with fix, and me with two, 
of the beft; the reft they divided equally among 
themfelves.

This done, I knew no more objeeftions could 
be made to our departure, and, indeed, from 
that moment they became very indulgent to­
wards us. The ringleaders, being naturally 
afraid that if we were c ifended w’e might expofe 
their infidelity to their comrades, were extreme­
ly anxious to furnifti us-with an opportunity of 
leaving them : in iadt we w ere now become dan­

gerous
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gerous perfons, and their fafe poiTeiTion of their 
booty rendered our departure highly defireable 
to them ; nay, even their lives were held by a 
precarious tenor while we remained on board.

After the ihip was given up the mutineers 
never treated us with cruelty; though fenfible 

, of their fituation, they were very cautious: 
they kept fentries at the cabin door, and they 
would only permit one or two of us at a time 
to walk the quarter-deck.

One day Enfign Prater, having got drunk, 
u® entered into converfation with one of the failors 
jJ  publicly on deck, on the facility of retaking 

the ihip : he ŵ as over-heard, and the ring-lead- 
ers, telling him he fliould be hung in the morn- 

r l  ing, hand-cuffed him, and put him to bed.
Tc't

Lb.

'.m

obferving, that though h e , (Prater,) was no way 
formidable, yet, by fpeaking to the failor, he 
had incurred the penalty pointed out in the or­
ders they had publiihed, which forbid any offi­
cer to fpeak to a failor or foldier. This ha­
rangue effedlually fobered Prater, and put an 
end to his military prowefs ; he lay howling in 
inch a manner as was heard to the remoteffc 

■ parts of the ihip; and, as the Purfer has ob- 
‘ fcrved in his narrative, utterly prevented all 

$  who lay near him from fleep.
On Sunday, Auguil the 14th, 1797, the mu­

tineers told us that they intended to give us the
boat

1.1
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boat the next day; and on Monday morning, aif 
a preparative to our departure, they brought us 
fome papers, which we were compelled to iign. 
One was a certificate, purporting that we engaged 
not to carry arms againit France for a year and 
a day ; and there were other certificates for thé 
petty officers and feamen, fetting forth that they 
were detained, againft their confent, to carry 
the fliip into the i?/o P l a t a ,  Some of our 
i i o n - r e j i f l i n g  officers pretended to haVe obferved 
an unufual alacrity in the failors in obeying the' 
orders of the mutineers, and muttered that they 
did not deferve fuch certificates ; but I folemnly 
declare, that, in my opinion, thefe fufpicions 
were unfounded ; and as to the remonilrances 
faid to have been made by the officers of the 
troops, their conduit, as already deferibed, will 
hardly give room to fuppofe them too loud. 
Eefides, we were all in bondage, and no one 
durit refufe any thing required of us : could we 
then wonder at the conduit of ignorant failors?

In return, the mutineers gave us a certificate % 

that their infurreition was not owing to any ill 
treatment from the Captain or any officer be­
longing to the iliip ; but becaufe they had been 
tiepanned into the Britifli fervice, without any 
means of red refs, and had otherwife been ill 
tieated by their Commander. This certificate, 
which was committed to my care, does fo much

honour
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honour to the memory of Captain Wilcocks, 
and compleatly vindicates him from any charge 
ôf mifcondud: to the troops, that I thought ic 
ly duty to give it to his widow.

iile
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CHAP. XIX.

T h e  o f f ic e r s  a n d  J o m e  o t h e r s  a r e  a l l o w e d  t h e  b o a t .- —

; : ^ h e  a u t h o r  p r o c u r e s  l e a v e  f o r  a  b o y  c o m ^ n it te d  to  

t h e  C a p t a i n ’ s  c a r e  to  g o  w i t h  t h e m .— O b t a in s  

a  k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e  f o i p ’ s  p l a c e  b y  a  f t r a t a g e m .— 
*T h ey  e m b a r k  y a f t e r  b e i n g  f e  a r c h e d  f o r  m o n e y .— 
E n f g n  M i n c h i n ’ s  c o n d u c t  a n d  g o o d  l u c k . — ^ 'h e  

b o a t  f e t s  f a i l y  a n d  m e e t s  w i t h  a  t e r r i b l e  g a l e .-— 
S h e  i s  n e a r l y  lo ft  in  t h e  b r e a k e r s  a s  f t j e  a p p r o a c h e s  

"■ t h e  c o a ft .— T h o f e  on  b o a r d  f o r c e d  to  t h r o w  t h e i r  

i t r u n k s  o v e r b o a r d  ; w h e n  y in  t h e  u t m o ft  d i f t r e fs ^  

I' . t h e y  f e e  a  b o a t  c o m in g  t o w a r d s  t h e m . — ^ h e y  m a k e  

^ t h e  h a r b o u r y  a n d  a r e  h o f p i t a b l y  r e c e i v e d .—M i n - -  

c h i n  r e f u f e s  t h e  P u r f e r  a n d  M r .  M u r c h i f o n  a n y  

. a j j i j l a n c e . — ’T h e y  f e n d  a  r e p o r t  o f  t h e i r  f i t  n a t io n  

t o  t h e  G o v e r n o r - G e n e r a l . — A r e  f e n t  f o r  to  P o r t  

S t .  P e d r o  y w h e r e  t h e y  a r e  h o f p i t a b l y  r e c e i v e d , - ^ ^  

T h e i r f p l e n d i d  e n t e r t a in m e n t  b y  t h e  G o v e r n o r - G e -  

I, n e r a l . — A  f é c o n d  r e p o r t  m a d e y  i n  w h i c b y  a s  w e l l  

-  a s  t h e  firfty t h e  a u t h o r  d i d  n o t j o i n . — H o f p i t a l i t y

of
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o f  t h e  C o m m a n d a n t . — "T h e a u t h o r  i s  p r e f e n t e d  w i t h  

a  / w o r d  b y  t h e  G o v e r n o r - G e n e r a l .

O k the morning of Monday Auguft the l 5th4 i  iVr 
1797, the intimation we had received the day-i (j;;, 
before that we ihould leave the fhip was con- : 

firmed to iiSj being then nearly in the latitude 
of 34 S. about 60 leagues from the fhore, and -pv 
from 80 to 100 from the mouth of R i o  G r a n d e ;  

the boat was hoiiled out, and every other ne- 
ceflary preparation made. Juft then Michael 
Richards, a fine boy, about fourteen years of 
age, and of very refpedlable connedlions, who 
was entrufted to the care of Captain Wilcocks 
before we left Falmouth, and who fince that
gentleman’s death had been abandoned by every 'an
body, folicited me to procure him permiftion to 
accompany us. His helplefs iituation deter­
mined me to exert myfelf to procure him the 
melancholy privilege he fo much wiilied, and 
which feemed entirely neceflary for him : I ap­
plied to the mutineers, and was fuccefsful. I* 
took him under my protedlion, which he did 
not leave till he was reftored to his family.

In the morning a lift of names, twenty-nine 
in number, was made out of the perfons whom 
it was determined ihould go in the boat ,* this 
was delivered to us, and we were informed that

i:
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thofe who had any property might take each|iü;<i.
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One trunk. During the afternoon our baggage 
was fearched, when I found means to conceal 
in fome foap a coniiderable fum in gold : when 
they had taken from us every thing they fan­
cied, they gave us fome provifions, and we 
were fuffered to embark.

Previous to our embarkation I had obtained 
■' . a tolerable opportunity of afcertaining where 

w'e were, by the following firatagem ; The mu­
tineers, not fufpecHng that a foldier knew’ anv 
thing of navigation, had permitted me to fee 
them work their * day’s works for determining 
the iliip’s place ; but though I knew fomething 
of the fcience, I wiilted to have the opinion of 

'i, a better judge than myfelf. Mr. Black, being

ble difficulty in accomplifhing my defign, as the 
mutineers were not very willing that he fhould 

‘“3  fee the fhip’s log-book, or the chart of the coaffi, 
which they had traced her route.

One of the chief mutineers, named Thomeo, 
who was the bcft navigator among them, View­
ed me the chart as ufual, and pointed out to 
iTie the iituation of the ffiip, in which I prc- 

•/iby tended to differ from him, jocularly offering to

' * A  term ufed for the calculations every day made to deter­
mine the (hip’s place,

• P back

^ an incomparable navigator, was the perfon I 
wiffied to confuit; but there arofe a conffdera-
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back my opinion with the wager of,a guinea: 
he laughed at my feeming ignorance; but he 
was my dupe, and accepted my bet, propoling 
to refer it to any perfon who had Competent 
ability to decide. This was all I wanted, and, 
apparently with the greateft indifference, I pro- 
pofed Mr. Black; he was accordingly called 
for, and allowed to infped the charts and books:
I payed the lofs of my wager; and we thus 
were enabled to determine our diflance from 
R i o  G r a n d e ,  and the courfe we had to fleer, of 
which the mutineers feemed inclined to keep us | 
ignorant. We were compelled to get into the |  
boat one by one, after being previoufly fearch- |  
ed for money, contrary to the promife of the |  
mutineers; none, however, was found; but they ^  
had previoufly feized about a h u n d r e d  d o l l a r s  

which Minchin had to pay the foldiers, and 
which was the property of government; for 
this they gave him a receipt for a h u n d r e d  p o u n d s ^  

with a view of enabling him to recover that i 
amount from the State. He had fo little bag- | 
gage that he not only iaved it all, but flicceeded ] 
in getting fafely to fliore e i g h t e e n  w h o l e  p i e c e s  o j  

p r i n t e d  c o t t o n ,  a n d  f o ? n e  p a c k a g e s  o f  J i o c k i n g s  a n d  

w o m e n 's  J h o e s ,  which Mr. Black had thrown 
down in the cabin the day we were preparing to 
embark.
. xibout half-pafl fix in the evening we left the

ihip.
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ihip, and, anxious to make land ass foon 
as poilible, fleered but little to the north­
ward of well. At our departure the weather 
was tolerably moderate ; before midnight we 
were aflailed by a moil violent ilorm, attended by 
the heaviefl rains I ever witnefTed. The tempeil 
fomewhat fubfided toward morning, but as we 
approached the land, blew with redoubled fury; 
fortunately we had fixed up fome flanchions on 
the boat’s gunwale ; and nailed a breadth of can­
vas, brought with us for that purpofe, fore and 
aft, which we found of great ufe in keeping off 
the fpray ; and to this we owed much of our 
prefervation.

- Mr. Black, Mr. Murchifon, the Second 
Mate, and Mr. Drummund undertook the ma­
nagement of the boat; Eniign Prater, who, in 
his earlier days, had been fome voyages to the 
Eaft Indies and other parts, being fuppofed 
fomething of a failor, was added to their num­
ber ; myfelf and the others were conflantly em­
ployed in bailing ; for, independent of the boat 
being very leaky, the fea run fo high, and the 
rain fell fo heavy, that ihe was continually 
filling with water. The quick and violent mo­
tion made even the beil feamen fick ; poor Black 
was rendered incapable of adlion, and Prater, 
after all his profeilions, was in due form pro­
nounced n e i t h e r  J a i l o r  n o r  f o l d i e r  ; he was turned
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from the helm, and I took his place. To de- 
fcribe our iituation is no eafy talk; cxpecT;ing 
every in l̂ant to perifh, lumbered with baggage, jtiô  
with iick ufelefs foldiers, women, and children, ,||' 0  

loaded almoil to the water’s edge, and the 
crow'd fo great that in going back and forward to f' ' 
work the boat we were obliged to tread on the \ 

carcafes of thofe whom iicknefs or fear had I > "i:
forced to lie down.

On the morning of the fécond day'we had 
foundings, and early in the fore-noon faw land, 
which we knew to be the flat fandy coaft which | 
runs from the fouthward of R i o  G r a n d e  to C a p e  

S t .  M a r y ’ s  on the R i o  d e  P l a t a .  The extreme|.- 
lownefs of the coait caufes the breakers to run 
very high and very far into the fea, in fo much, 
that had the coaft promifed food and fhelter, w'e 
could not have reached it alive, as the boat muft I 
have fvvamped in the breakers ; we therefore ' 
determined to fteer more to the northw’ard, ifill 
keeping the coaft in fight. That day w'e had an 
imperfedl obfervation, according to which we 
W'ere then above 20 leagues to the fouthward of 
R i o  G r a n d e  ; and, though the boat feemed almoil 
to fly through the water, we did not exped to 
make the.wiflied-for river that day. A ftrong 
current that fet from the fouth having, however, 
carried us beyond our reckoning, we were fur- 
prifed, about 3 P. M., to fee fomething re-

fembling

all
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fembling the mail of a iliip ; we flood towards 
it, and found it to be a w'reck; flill no land was 
to be fcen, but we perceived,,.more in ihore, fe- 
veral mafls which w e  concluded were of veflels 
laying at anchor, and though on flanding yet 
farther in, nothing was to be feen as far as the 
eye could reach but fand, we were convinced it 
rnuft be the mouth of R i o  G r a n d e ^ ’ fince we 
knew that the coaft from thence to the R i o  d e  

P l a t a  does not afford a Angle harbour.
The banks, which run far into the fea, made 

our At nation horrible, as w'e feemed to be em­
bayed by breakers. There did not appear any 
retreat for us, nor any poiTibility of lafety, ex­
cept flanding to fea, and that, with the gale flill 
blow'ing in all its violence, and night advancing, 
offered only a forlorn hope. Befet w'ith dangers 
and threatened on all Ades with fudden diffolu- 

,tion,one bold and laft effort remained ; we de­
termined to fland through the breakers and to 
fleer a dired courfe for the ihips we faw riding 
at anchor!

On approaching the fhore I had yielded the 
helm to an able oilot. Lieutenant Drummond ; 
conAdent in his ikill, forwards we went, while 
all who dared look up, Axed their eyes on the 
tremendous breakers we were about to encoun­
ter, and waited in Alence that fate which feemed 
inevitable. In an infant the fea burfl over us

P 3 in
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in every diredlion, our quarter-cloaths were torn 
away, and the boat was filling with water. Mr. 
Drummond, fuppofing that nothing could favc. 
us but lightening her, called out to throw the 
trunks overboard, and defired me to drive thofc 
forward who were abaft. Mr. Murchifon (the 
Mate) with that manly promptnefs and libe­
rality which he never fails to difplay, fet the 
example with his own trunk; the baggage was 
thrown overboard without difiindtion till we 
fufficiently lightened our veflel, and thus to his 
and Mr. Drummond’s ikill and activity we are 
indebted for our exifience. Having paiTed the 
firfi range of breakers, and finding ourfelves in 
much fmoother water, but ftill with breakers 
between us and the iliore, we came to an anchor, 
and hoifted an Engliih jack at the mail head ; 
but this the violence of the wind compelled us 
to lower the moment it was hoifted. We were, 
however, perceived by the fignal-houfe at the 
mouth of the river, which anfwered us with a 
Portuguefe flag, and by the help of a glafs we 
could fee a boat coming towards us j but find­
ing we were fail; driving to fome breakers which 
lay between us and a point of land that runs out 
into the fea, we again got under fail and flood 
for the river.

Providence directed us to the right channel, 
and WT met the boat very near [the ihore. The

; Mafter
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Mailer Pilot, and a Captain of militia were in 
her, who received us with the utmoil kindnefs, 
and conduifled us to the houfe of the former, 
where nothing that could give us comfort was 
x)mitted by that good man and his family. Mr. 
Black, Mr. Murchifon, and feveral others landed 
with all their poiTeffions on their bac k, their trunks 
having been thrown overboard. The former of 
thefe gentlemen naturally applied to Enfign 
Minchin, who had, as before obferved, faved 
m o r e  t h a n  h i s  o w n  h a g g a g e ^  but to little purpofe, 
and he abfolutely w'as forced to aik me for a 
change of linen. This was tne more vexatious, 
as Mr. Black had a compleat claim on him on 
account of the goods which Mis. Minchin had 
faved, and which were the property of Mr. 
Black ; however, as my baggage had cfcaped, I 
had the pleafure of fupplying both him and Mr, 
Murchifon.

When we had relied about an hour the Pilot 
requeued that we would inform him who we 
were, the better to enable him to make his re­
port to the Governor-General of the province, 
Lieutenant-General Sebailian Xavier da Vega 
Cabral e Cemara, who then, on account of the 
probability of war with Spain, refided at Fort 
St. Pedro, above four leagues up the river ; he 
added, that we mull remain w'here we were until 
an anfwer came from his Excellency.
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I t  was na tu ra l  for m e to  wiili tha t  the d i fad -  
vantages  u n d er  which I laboured  fliould not be 
imneceffanly  pub l i ihed  ; I well knew th a t  nei-* 
th e r  M r.  B lack n o r  M r.  M u rch i fo n ,  the  M ate ,  
were capable  o f  an u n k in d  acflion, nor  d id  I en ­
te r ta in  any doubts  o f  M r.  D r u m m o n d .  I h ad  
done every th in g  for the  general good, and  I was 
fure, tha t  from th em  at Icail, I iliould m ee t  
w i th  a p rope r  r e tu rn  ; b u t  m y  o p in io n  o f  th e  
Enfigns M in ch in  and P ra te r  was very different.  
I  therefore  called thofc two in to  an o th e r  ro o m ,  
and requefted  th e m  to tell m e w hat  was the i r  
n i te n t io n  in regard to me. T h ey  both  anfwered, 
by all means to conceal every th in g  difagreeable ,  
f o p h a t  it was not  th e i r  bufinefs to p u b l i ih  m y  
m is fo r tunes .  J to ld  th em ,  th a t  th o u g h  I was 
fcniib le  o f  the ir  k indnefs  I was ind ifferent  to  
w h a t  they m ig h t  have d e t e r m i n e d ; b u t  th a t  i t  
was neceifary before I faw the G enera l ,  th a t  I 
i liould know  w hat  the ir  d e te rm in a t io n  was. I  
cau t ioned  them  at the fame t im e  n o t  to deceive  
m e ,  b u t  i f  they th o u g h t  it  th e i r  du ty ,  o r  felt 
difpofed to r. late my circurnflances  to  th e  G e ­
neral,  to fay fo, and I wouid do the fame, w'hen 
his E x ce l len cy  would a(if as he th o u g h t  p ro p e r .  
If,  however, they firil  concealed and af te rw ards  
expofed  me, they would  only expofe  them felves ,  
and  m ig h t  be affured, th a t  I would  not  p ea ce ­
ably fu b m i t  to any th in g  fo m o r t i fy in g .  T h e y

then
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M A J O R  S E M P L E  L I S L E .  217
|:hen repeated, that it could never be their intenr 
jtion in any report they might be required to 
make, to fay more on my fjbjecl than my name 
and military rank. On this 1 left them, and t h e y  

propohd to Mr. Murchifon, \lr. Black,&c. to 
do the fame, to which they readily confented, and 
the report oi the fhip’s namCj the place of our def- 
tination, with the names and rank of every indivi­
dual was given to the pilot, in which I was Byled 
Major Semple Lifle (a D u i c h .  a  [ f e n c e r .

The Pilot conveyed this report to the Go­
vernor-Genera!, and the next morning his Ex­
cellency fent a Non-commiiiioned Officer with 
his inftrueftions. The Pilot was by thefe di- 
reded to fend all who w'ere Officers immediate­
ly up the river to him, for that he would not 
dine until they arrived, and the foldiers and. 
■yvomen were ordered to follow in our own boat j 
Eriiign Minchin, with his Lady, Prater, the 
Purfer, and myfelf, accordingly embarked in 
the Pilot’s boat, while Mr. Drummond and Mr. 
Murchifon remained to take charge of the 
launch and fuch bagage as we had not been com­
pelled to throŵ  overboard.

Wc liad not proceeded more than a league up 
the river, before ŵe met the General’s barge, 
with an officer, who informed us, that he was 

; fent by his Excellency to congratulate us on our 
jcfcape, and to conduiff us to the town ; we

thereupon
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thereupon went into the General’s barge, and 
foon reached Fort S t ,  P e d r o .  |

if,

We found the Governor-General in a large  ̂
audience-chamber at the head of the Officers of 
the garrifon all in full uniform. The benevo­
lence apparent in his countenance, his manly, 
form and the elegance of his manners filled me 
with admiration and refpeét, and infpired me 
with ideas of the moil favourable kind, which

_ _ _  .'(i

a further knowledge amply confirmed. That 
inimitable General, having fpent the lafb thirty 
years of his life entirely in the Brazils, would 
not that day venture to fpeak to us in French, 
as the few opportunities he had enjoyed of con- 
verfing in that language, might, he apprehended, 
have rendered him unable to exprefs himfelf in 
the manner he could wiffi ; but a Lieutenant- 
Colonel of Engineers, converfant in that lan­
guage, w'as commanded by the General to en­
quire into our adventures, and to aifure us that 
his Excellency would give us every affiftance in 
his power.

The Lieutenant-Colonel immediately addref- 
fed himfelf to me ; but anxious as I was to

I

avoid, as far as might be, implicating myfelf in 
any concerns of the officers or foldiers, I told 
him that I had not, as he might perceive by the 
report fent from the mouth of the river, any 
authority or conncclion either with the ihip or

the
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the troops; that for information in whatever 
regarded them, his*beft way w'ould be to addrefs 
himfelf to the proper officers who were no doubt 
able to account for the mutiny, and to explain 
their own conduil, fubjedls upon which I did not 
wiih to talk i I then pointed out to him Eniign 
Prater, who I informed him could fpeak French, 
and that the Steward, who was like wife prefent, 
could fpeak both French and Italian.

The bufinefs having been by them explained 
to his Excellency, he informed the officers of 
the troops that we ihould experience the libera­
lity due to the fubjedls of an antient ally of the 
Queen his Sovereign, and that they and the fol- 
diers ihould be treated as his Britannic Majeily’s 
troops were on his own eilablifhment. The 
General then did me the honour to addrefs a 
few words to me, and w’e took leave till the hour
of dinner.

To amufe us till the table was prepared, a 
number of officers condudled us to the houfe of . 
the Commandant Colonel M a n u e l  M c i v q u e z  d e  

L i m a  d e  S o u z a . There we found a large com­
pany, who were aifemblcd for the purpofe of 
offering their fervices, and congratulating us on 
our happy arrival in their country. Various 
refreihments were prefented to us, and among 

‘ the reff, fome extremely line bottled porter,
which, as that part of Brazil has no traffic what­

ever

y\‘ .
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ever with any other quarter of the world, i 

efteerned more than Imperial Tokai is in Great 
Eritain. Every individual of this truly refpec-  ̂
table aiTemblage loaded us with careiTes, and 
feemed to vie with each other in acts of kind-, 
nefs towards us. \' . ''i '

We returned to the General’s about four, 
when dinner was announced, and we were moft 
fumptuoufly entertained ; we fat down, about 
forty in number, to a fplendid dinner of three 
courfes, and an elegant defert 5 but fuch is the 
■ilyle in which his Excellency lives.

In the evening wx were conduced to the 
quarters w h i c h  had been provided for us. His 
Excellency had already diftinguiilied me, and 
faid, as v»/e took leave, that as he was unable to 
accommodate me in his own houfe, he had di- 
redled half of his Adjutant-General’s to be pre­
pared for me ; Lieutenant Drummond expreifed 
a deiire to be lodged with me; when, finding 
there was fufficient room, I requeued that a bed 
might be prepared for him which was accord­
ingly done. Next morning the Lieutenant-Co­
lonel of engineers, who had aided as interpreter 
the day before, came to my quarters to require 
that I would accompany him to the General’s.
In compliance with this requed: I immediately 
went, when, after fome converfation on various 
fubjecls, his Excellency told me, that it would

be
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be necelTary for me, together with the oilicers 
of the iliip and troops, to make a report of every 
particular regarding our voyage, to be tranjf- 
mitted to the Viceroy. I told his Excellency, 
that, iituated as I was, 1 could make no report, 
as I had not the honour to ferve Britain ; I had 
even left it under unpleafant circiimilances, 
and had no concern whatever with the ihip or 
troops, being only a palTenger, as his Excel­
lency would perceive by the report maaeby his 
Majefty’s officers and thofe of the ihip, on our 
arrival in his government. The General’s re- 
queft was therefore communicated to Eniign 
Minchin, and the other gentlemen, who, in con- 
fequence, drew up a report every way iimilar to 
the former one, but more ample ; it was figned 
by all, myfelf accepted, and certified regularly 
to be a T R U E  r e p o r t . In this document Mr. 
Minchin ilyled himfelf 'L ie u t e n a n t  a n d  A d ju t a n t ^  

a title wffiich he had indeed affumed from the 
day we left Falmouth, faying, that nc had tnai.-
day received his promotion.

The invitation to dine with the General was 
continued during our Bay, and it was further 
intimated to me, that his Excellency wiffied to 
fee me every morning at eight o’clock. On the 
third day, w'aiting upon him according to his 
defire, he moil: politely addreffied me, telling me, 
he was confident no man deferved better to ŵ ear

a
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a fword than myfelf, and concluded by prefent- 
ing me with a moil elegant one.

Flattering as it was to be thus diilinguiihed 
by this excellent ,and accompliilied General, 
fiill my pleafure was not totally unmixed withj
pain. 'I knew the effedl this diilindlion would^ 
have on the minds of our m i l i t a r y  g e n t le m e n ^  and^
apprehended fome unpleaiing event in confe-J 
quence of their envy ; I however continued my 
exertions to acquire and to deferve the friend- 
iliip and protection of his Excellency, and the J i l l  ! f ^ '
efteem of the garrifon.

H it-

niu»

C H A P .  XX.
Shore, i 
f o ; -

.N 'ezvs c o m e s  o f  t h e  L a d y  S h o r e  b e i n g  b r o u g h t  in t o  

M o n t e  V id e o  on  t h e  R i o  d a  P l a t a , — E n f g n  M in - ^  

c h in  a n d  t h e  P u r f e r  f e n d  e a c h  a  r e p o r t  to  t h e  

S p a n i j b  G o v e r n o r . — E n f g n  P r a t e V s  b e h a v i o u r  to  

t h e  a u t h o r y a n d  t h e  c o n fe q u e n c e s  o f  i t , — P r a t e r ^  

z v h o  z v a s  in  d i f g r a c e y  a g a i n  a d m i t t e d  to  t h e  G e ^  

n e r a V s  t a b l e  a t  t h e  a u t h o r s  i n t e r c e f i o n . — D e ~ .  

f e r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  p r o v i n c e  o f  R i o  G r a n d e y  i h e m a n ^  

n e r s  o f  t h e  in h a b it a n t S y  a n d  t h e i r  u n c o m m o n  h o f p i ^  

i a l i t y . — S c a n d a lo u s  b e h a v i o u r  o f  t h e  E n g l i f l j  f o U  

d i e r s ,  A  c h i l d  o f  o n e  o f  t h e  E n g l i j h  f o l d i e r s

c h r i f t e n e d
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c h r i j l e n e d  a t  P o r t  S t .  P e d r o . — T h e  G o v e r n o r  a n d  

a  L a d y  o f  d i f l i m T io n  J l a n d  f p o n f o r s . — L h e  A u t h o r  

q n d  h i s  c o m p a n io n s  p r e p a r e  to  l e a v e  R i o  G r a n d e '.  

— D e t a i n e d  h y  c o n t r a r y  w i n d s . — T h e  m o d e  o f  

c a t c h i n g  w i l d  c a t t l e  i n  t h a t  c o u n t r y .— T h e  a u t h o r  

r e f o l v e s  to  g o  o v e r  l a n d  to  R i o  J a n ie r O y  a n d  o b t a in s  

t h e  G o v e r n o r s  l e a v e  f o r  t h a t  p u r p o f e . — T h e  f a m e  

f a v o u r  r e f u f e d  to  M r .  M i n c h i n .

A b o u t  the middle of September, the Gene­
ral received a letter from the Governor of 
M o n t e  V id e o y  a Spaniih fettlement on the north 
fide of the Rio de Plata, acquainting him that 
an Engliih ihip had been brought in there by 
mutineers ; that the Ihip’s name was the Lady 
Shore, bound for Botany Bay, with Britiih fol- 
diers and female convids ; that the Frenchmen 
who then commanded her, declared that they 
had revolted in confequence of having been
FORCED INTO THE SERVICE AS SOLDIERS ;

that they had made themfdves mailers of the 
ihip near the R i o  G r a n d e ;  in doing which the 
Captain, Chief Mate, and a foldier were killed, 
and that they had given the iliip’s launch, with 
all things neceflary, to a Major, two officers of 
the troops, two of the iliip, and feveral others, 
at fome diilance from R i o  G r a n d e .  The Go­
vernor of M o n t e  V id e o  expreifed the greateil 
concern to know whether we got fafely on

Ihore,
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fliore, and folicited his Excellency, in cafe
•\Vere with him, to engage ns to fend him a re-«-

,..s

port of the tranfadion: he added, that he was 1̂
the more anxious for this, as he could rely upon U
our report, though not upon that of the muti-

Hrneers.
His Excellency Communicated the purport of ’ 

this letter to me, and urged’ me to make a re-
ofport, to be tranfmitted to the Governor

M o n t e  V id e o - , but I returned the fame anfwer 
that I had done before, and excufed myfelf to 
him as having no command in the iliip  ̂ and 
having left home in difgrace.

Two reports were then made, one by Enfigri 
Minchin, and one by Mr. Black, the Purferj 
the latter was done with candour, good fenfCi 
and propriety; but the former was of a very 
different defcription. Minchin, whether he 
really thought what he wrote, or whether he 
had private reafons for mifreprefentarion, re-̂  
peated the ridiculous charge which has been al­
ready hinted, of the prompt obedience of the 
faik)rs to the mutineers ; this he reprcfented in 
a criminal light, though it was evident to every 
perfon on board that they only obeyed from ne-w 
ccility, and becaufe a refufal would, in all pro-*, 
bability, have been punifhed with death.

The Surgeon of the fiiip, a fpirited, amiable, 
and intelligent young man, had, as I before ob-

ferved»

Mi
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M A J O R  S E M P L E  L I S L E i  225
ferved, been forcibly detained by the muti­
neers ; for him I entertained the high regard he 
fo well deferved, and, by the advice of his Excel­
lency General da Veiga, wrote a letter to the 
Governor, in which I accounted for not making 
a report, intreating him to diftinguifh that me­
ritorious young gentleman, and as an adl of 
juftice and humanity, to enable him to return 
to London as foon as poiTible. I addreifed, at 
the fame time, another to the Surgeon, both of 
which the General indulgently inclofed in his 
own letter to the Governor of M o n t e  V ideO y and 
which he difpatched by a courier.

The eifeit which the partiality the General 
did me the honour to bellow upon me, began 
now to manifeil itfelf in the conduct of fome of 
my companions. Enfign Prater, in contempt 
and contradidlion of the various reports he had 
iigned, in violation of every focial tie which 
arofe from thofe habits of intimacy in which we 
lived from the day of our arrival at R i o  G r a n d e ^  

gave a loofe to that malice he could no longer 
contain. He not only divulged what, by the 
common confent of all parties, was judged pro­
per to be concealed, but uttered a number of 
malicious Handers againil me. Thefe h i s , b r o t h e r  

E n f i g n  reported to me, with many fevere ilric- 
tures onfuch unwarrantable condudl; and added,
• that, as he had put us all in an aukward fitua-

O tioK,
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don, if I was difpofcd to let him pafs unpa-^
niihcd, h e  ’w o u ld  n o t .

In the courfe of a few minutes, and while I 
was yet glowing with feelings much eafier tobcr  ̂
imagined than defcribed, I faw Prater walking 
with Mr. Murchifon, the Mate, in the iUeet. 
Smitten with confcious guilt, he fled, and at­
tempted to hide himfelf in the houfe of a 
burgher; I fallowed, and, having reached him, | 
faid° that, though I felt more ailiamed than 
proud of drawing my fword againft him, ftill 
the wanton flanders he had uttered had placed 
me in fuch a lituation, in a ifrange country, as 
reduced me to the ncceihty of vindicating my- 
felf W’ith the arms of a foldier; he had there­
fore no remedy, no hope, but in a manly de­
fence. He hood hefitating, and I was tempted 
to haften him by a hearty kick, but in vain ; I 
told him, that, after having abufed me in the 
manner he had done, he could not hope to 
fereen himfelf behind his want of courage; iliil 
he refufed to draw. My fword was already in 
my hand, and my point dirc<5led to his bofom, 
when Mr. Murchifon, the Mate, (who, together 
with the Steward, into whofe quarters he had 
fled, and was prefent at the whole affair,) feized 
my arm ; and, perhaps, prevented me from do­
ing that, in a paroxyfin of paiiion, w'hich might 
have embittered every cool moment of my fu­

ture
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ture life. I, however, made him leave me his 
fword, and then permitted him to fly; but un­
fortunately, Mr. Murchifon, whofe goodnefs of 
heart induced him to interfere, received a fevere 
wound acrofs his hand, when he threw himfelf 
before me to fave Prater.

That night I was put in arrefl: by the Com­
mandant, who, early in the morning, carried 
me to the Governor; by that excellent General 
I was treated with great and even unufual kind- 
nefs; and had the proud fatisfadlion to hear 
from himfelf the warmefl encomium on my 
condueflr, which he fliid had given me a frefh- 
claim to his friendihip. Mr. Minchin likewife 
waited on his Excellency, to exprefs his difap- 
probation of his brother officer’s corrdueff; and 
Paid, that though I had fuffered foine difficul­
ties in my own country, which it was not his 
buflnefs to explain, ilill Prater, as well as him­
felf,  ̂ knew me to be a gentleman and an old 
officer. I then wifhed to relate to the General 
all the circumflances of my difgrace; but that 
truly great man impofed iilence upon me, fay­
ing, “ I will not fuifer you to call to your me- 
“ mory any painful event.”

Prater, as well as myfelf, had been put under 
arrefl, and was not yet enlarged; I folicited 
his Excellency to difeharge him, promiiing 
upon my honour, that I would no more lift my

Q 2 hand
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againft him while in the government of R i o  

G r a n d e  ; his Excellency replied, that after ^ch  
a promif e from me, itvvas no longer necelTary 
to keep Prater in confinement, for he was con­
fident that t h e r e  -w a s  no d a n g e r  o f  t h a t  g e n t l e m a n ’ s  

a t t a c k i n g  m e . He therefore ordered an Aid-du- 
Camp to announce to him that he was at liber­
ty ; but that his appearance at the General s 
table would be difpenfed with for the future.

The next morning Prater fent to me to pro- 
pofe to make any apology I might require; I 
anfvvered him, that I  could receive no apology 
from him, but I thought he would do well to 
apologize to the Governor for the impropriety 
of his condud. He accordingly fent to the 
Colonel of engineers, the General’s Aid-du- 
Camp, and myfelf, and addreffing himfelf to 
them, he begged of them to aifure his Excel­
lency that he lamented his mifcondu6t; and 
folemnly declared that what he had done pro­
ceeded from the eifcils of e n v y  and w i n e .  

This meihige was immediately delivered to the 
General, who fmiled and faid, “ Tell the poor 
« gentleman to come and dine at my table when 
'' he pleafes and Prater, to the utter af- 
toniiliment of every one who knew the tranfac- 
tion, never failed to appear at dinner as if no­
thing had happened.

The Dtovince of Rio Grande lies about the
6 th
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^th degree of fouth latitude, and 34^  ̂ weft 
longitude; the foil is extremely fertile, pro­
ducing all things in the greateft abundance, 
with which the inhabitants are well fupplied ; 
in fad, th€ luxury of the firft clafs of the people 
is exceffive, and fnch as one would fcarcely exped 
in a place almoft fhut out from the reft of the 
world. The town of P o r i  S l  P e d r o  is fituated 
about four leagues from the mouth of the river, 
from which the province takes its name; it is 
moftly of wood, ill-built, and draggling, with 
very few good houfes ; nor did I fee above two 
or three that confifted of more than one floor. 
The Governor’s houfe is fmall, but conveni- 
enient and laid out entirely on a military plan. 
It conflfts of a fuite of apartments, all on the 
ground floor. There is a handfome cathedral, 
w'ith very fuitable eftablifliments about i t ; 
and I ihouid fuppofe that here, as well as every 
where, the clergy are w'cll taken caie of.

The people, unlike thofe of the mother 
country, are remarkably clean, and drefs in a 
fplendid manner; their linen, w h i c h  feems with 
them a favourite article of drefs, is exceedingly 
fine, and is always fo clean that it really prepof- 
feiTes a ftranger in their favour; notwithftanding 
I have ever carried cleanlinefs to a finical nice­
ty, I made but a fecond-rate figure at P o r t  S t ,  

P e d r o  ;  for fuch is the efied of the fun, and the
Q 3 pure
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pure water, that their linen is white beyond all 
imagination.
» The hofpitality of the R i o - g r a n à i a n s  far exceeds 
all I ever faw in any other part of the world; 
they are not contented with the cool civility 
which is^dignified with the name of hofpitality 
in other countries; they court the fociety of 
ilrangers, merely for the fake of heaping bene­
fits upon them, and they are ever upon the 
watch for opportunities to do fervice to all that 
approach their dwellings. I have already faid 
a few words on the manner in which the officers 
were treated, but Brazilian hofpitality fiopt not 
here; the inhabitants followed the'very foldiers 
in the fireets, giving them’’invitations to their 
houfes, and preffing favours upon them. How 
the foldiers returned thefe adts of kindnefs will 
be feen hereafter.

Befidcs the regular forces, the whole males 
are enrolled in the militia, and form, if not per­
haps the befl: difeiplined, by far the befl: dreffied 
corps in the world ; their waificoats and 
breeches are generally filk, as are the linings of 
their coats ; thefe, with the exceffive whitenefs 
and cleannefs of their linen, render their ap, 
pearance truly elegant.

The orderly and civilized manners of this 
elegant corps formed a'firiking contrail: to the 
l^phaviopr of our Britiih foldiers (two Serjeants,
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two Corporals, and two privates) who were 
there: Thefe h e r o e s  were perpetually quarrel­
ling, not only among themfelves, and with their 
own officers, but with their bcnefiidors in the 
town, on whom they never failed to befiow 
every abufive epithet their knowledge of the 
Portuguefe language afforded them, by way of 
return for the civilities they-received. This irre­
gular and brutal condud occafioned the Gene­
ral, though the mildefi and moft humane man 
living, to imprifon them in the guard-houfe; 
nay, fuch was their behaviour, that during the 
feven weeks we were there, they were never a l l  

.at liberty. So,much was his Excellency dif- 
pleafcd with them, that I have heard him rê  
peatedly fay, he would rather fend them home 
at his own expence, than fuffer them to remain 
in the country he governed ; and all the officers 
of the garrifon declared with one voice, that for 
.the laft ten years fo many punifliments had not 
been known in that country. Sorry am I to 
add, thaX fo frequent vjiitors thefe foldiers were 
to the prifon, that the inhabitants gave it the 
name of the E n g l i j h  b a r r a c k s .

I might iill a volume with particular inflances 
of the kindnefs we experienced, but the follow­
ing will certainly flrew that the foldiers ought 
.to have at Icaft comported themfelves  ̂ with 
deceJicy. One of their wives who came with

Q 4
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us had been brought to bed a few days before 
we left the fliip; the infant as well as the mo­
ther arrived fafe, and were by a Brigadier-Ge­
neral’s widow, received into her houfe. She 
cloathed the mother, and finding the child 
had not yet been chriflened, refolved to have 
that ceremony performed according to the rites 
of the church of Rome. A chrifiening is a very 
important concern in this country, and ma­
naged with much fplendor; accordingly the 
foldier’s wife was drefied very handfomely, or­
namented with diamonds which the lady lent 
her. The Brigadier’s widow and the General 
flood fponfors ; the ceremony was condudled in 
a moil magnificent ftyle, and when it was over, 
the General prefented the father with a frnall 
fum, which W'ould probably afterwards have 
been augmented, had not his mifcondudl pre­
cluded his Excellency’s bounty.

We had been fix weeks in R i o  G r a n d e y  every 
day experiencing freili marks of kindnefs from 
the General and the inhabitants ; it may indeed 
be truly faid, that his Excellency makes huma­
nity his employment, and that thofe under him 
ilrive to imitate him. To myfelf he w'as conti­
nually fhewing new proofs of friendfifip, and 
when I was about to go, earnefily intreated me 
to remain with him; an invitation too ho­
nourable and too flattering to have been de­

clined.
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dined, had I nor, for many reafons, thought my 
«Ij prefence in Britain abfolutely neceflary.

About the 20th of September we prepared to 
go on board fome coi f̂ting velTels for R i o  d e  

J c i i i s i v o  ; Eniign Minchin, his Lady, the Purfer̂  
0̂  and myfelf, embarked in one veflel, and Enfign 

Prater, Mr. Drummond, the foldiers* wives, 
and the reft of our company on board four 
others. The General made m.e feveral valuable 
prefents at my departure, and befides filled our 
iliip with abundance of all kinds of proviiions 
for the paiTage.

The wind proving unfavourable we remained 
three weeks at the mouth of the harbour, where 
w e  amufed ourfelves with fhooting. We found 
vaft numbers of a kind of plover, called by the 
Portuguefe ^ l e Y o - ^ i e Y o ^  from their cry ; par­
tridges are by no means plelitiful, but there are 
abundance of fnipes, ftorks, fea parrots, &c. 
The great number of vultures that abound here 
are a real bleiling to the inhabitants, who kill 

, every year vaft quantities of wild cattle for the 
 ̂ fake of the fkins ; the carcafes which they leave 

in the woods would, by their putrefaiftion, occa- 
lion peftilence, did not they find a ready fepul- 
chre in the rapacious maws of thefe voracious 

. birds.
i They take thefe cattle in a very lingular 

manner. One of their methods is by means of 
'i a
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SL thong of plaited leather, from thirty to f o r t y  

feet in length ; a ring of iron at one end ferves 
to pafs the other end through, and thus form a 
running noofe. The Indian who ufes this, gets 
within reach of a horfe or bullock, and taking a 
large coil of the thong in his right hand, and 
feveral others ready to veer away in his left; he 
dexteronfly .throws it over the animal’s head, 
while he is flying from him full fpeed‘ and by a 
fudden check brings him to the ground. Their 
<2ther method is by three balls connecfled by a 
thong, two of which are about three inches in 
diameter, and the third, which is to be held in 
the hand about two inches. The hunter, when 
hevvufhes to ufe this, takes the fmall ball in his- 
right-hand, and fwing  ̂ the other two round his 
head till he has got the .proper aim and velocity; 
■be then throws it at the legs of the animal he is 
purfuing, with fuch -dexterity, as either to break 
or entangle them as he thinks fit. With thefe 
inilruments, it is computed that from three to 
four hundred thoufand head of cattle are annu­
ally fiaughtered.

W e w'ere feveral days detained by contrary 
winds, and it being the general opinion of all 
who knew the coafl:, that the wind would not 
ihift till the moon changed, my anxiety to re­
turn to Europe increafed, and my natural im 
patience of temper rendered me quite unhappy.
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i ’therefore refolved to folicit the Governor ot 
permit me to go over land, in fpite of the dan­
ger and difficulty attending fuch an expedition 5 
but before I applied to his Excellency I pre­
vailed on Mr. Black the Furfer, to promife to 
accompany me.

In confequence of this refolution I difpatched 
a meiTcnger to his Excellency the General, who, 
with his ufual kindnefs and politenefs, returned 

™ me an immediate anfvver, allowing me to gcj 
■%\ when I pleafed, and to take with me whom I 
Ti! might chufe.

Next morning, at day-break, we difembarked 
. > to return to town. Vv'hen we left the iliip the 

W'ind was contrary, but juft as we reached the 
ihore it chopped about ; the pilot made the 
ftgnal for the vcficls, ten in all, to weigh ; we 
ftood on the brink of the river, and, with fome 
regret, faw them ftand to fea, and every fhip, 
except that which we had juft left, pafs the bar 

•.3i in fafety. 'She ft ruck upon a bank, and a vio­
lent gale fpringing up at that moment, the pilot 
went to her affiftance, but thinking her loft, his 
own boat and the ftiip’s launch took out all the 
perfons on board. Mr. and Mrs. Minchin faved 
all their property, but Mr. Black’s trunk and 
mine were left on board, and the Ihip prcfently 
after going to pieces, the unfortunate Purfer was 
again ftripped of almoft every thing.

M r ,
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Mr, Minchin landed on the north fide of the 
river, which is very broad, and we were on the, 
fouth, where no boat was to be had ; they there- 
fore WTnt to the pilot’s, and ŵe mounted our j 
horfes to proceed to the town. The General i 
had already learnt from the iignals, that one of̂  
the fliips had been loft on the bank ; from us he, 
learnt all the particulars, and next morning
fent his barge to bring Mr. and Mrs. Minchin to-| Ĵr
town.

Mr. Minchin requeftcd the General to permit 
him to proceed over land, but his Excellency 
thought proper to refufc, telling him, that he 
would provide him a paffage in one of the next 
ftiips, which would fail in the courfe of a few 
days. The General added, that fuch an indul- 
gence was very unufual, and that his granting it 
to me was purely the eifect of private friend- 
Ihip, as he muft anfwer himfelf for any confe- 
quences that might enfue.

ili-
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CHAP. XXL

i f h e  c m th o r  p r e p a r e s  f o r  h i s  j o u r n e y  y a c c o m p a n ie d  b y  

A i r .  B l a c k y  R i c h a r d s  a  b o y , a  B r a z i l i a n  J e r v a n t y  

t w o  d ra g o o n S y  a n d  t w o  I n d i a n s . — S e t  ou ty  a n d  l a y  

t h e  f i r f t  n ig h t  a t  H r  o p  a  V e lh u y  w h e r e  t h e  c o u n t r y  

b e g in s  to  g r o z v  f e r t i l e . — E l e g a n t  e n t e r t a i n m e n t

t h e r e .
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I ib e 7 " e ,— D i n e  a t  t h e  h u t  o f  a  p o o r  F a r m e r . — S l e e f  

■ a t  t h e  h o u fe  o f  a n  o f f ic e r  o f  a u x i l i a r y  d r a g o m S y  

w h e r e  t h e  e n t e r t a in m e n t  i s  m a g n i f i c e n t .— R e m a r k ­

a b l e  f i t u a t i o n  o f  M o i f t a r d i o . — M a n n e r  o f  m a r k in g  

h o r f e s  o n  t h e  r o y a l  f a r m s . — D e x t e r i t y  o f  t h e  I n -  

' - d i a n s  i n  t h e  l i f e  o f  t w o  v e r y  f i n g u l a r  z v e a p o n s .— A  

m e r r y  p r a n k  p l a y e d  on  a  F a r m e r . — F o r r e s y a  f o r t  

/ on  t h e  f r o n t i e r s  o f  t h e  p r o v i n c e  o f  R i o  G r a n d e  y d e -  

f c r i p t i o n  o f  i t  ;  v a f t  n u m b e r  o f  f e a l s  t h e r e .—B r a ­

z i l i a n  c a v a l r y . — C h a r a d i e r  o f  t h e  in h a b i t a n t s  o f  

R i o  G r a n d e . — F a r i n h a y  a  ro o t u f e d  a s  a  f u b f t i t i i t e  

. f o r  b r e a d . — D i f f i c u l t y  in  c r o f i n g  a  l a r g e  r i v e r .— 
A  c u r io u s  o ld  F r e n c h m a n , — E x t r a o r d i n a r y  m o d e  o f  

f i j h i n g . — M o u n t a i n s  n e a r  L a g u n a . — P a r i  w i t h  

t h e i r  f o r m e r  g u i d e s . — F r o m  L a g u n a  t h e  r o a d  t o ­

w a r d s  S t  . C a t h a r i n e 's  v e r y  b a d . — S t o p  a t  a  z v h a is  

f j h e r y y  a n d  n e x t  d a y  a r r i v e  a t  S t .  C a t h a r i n e 's .

W e now prepared for our journey, with the 
fatigues of which we were made fully acquaint- 
ed, both by the General and others, who knew 
and had experienced them. They reprefented 
to me in very urgent terms, that none but a 
jftrong man inured to fatigue, could fiipport 
fuch an expedition, through a country in many 
places defolate, and in all but thinly inhabited? 
for my fafety they expreifed no appreheniion, as 
my habits had ever been of the laborious and 
cnterprifing kind ; but they with a well-meant

earnefinefs
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farnednefs of intreaty, dciircd me by no mciins 
to think of taking Mr. Black or the boy Richards 
with me.

Though Mr. Black was not an expert horfe- 
man, and the boy had never been in the faddk } 
the former treated the fatigue and danger with 
contempt, and I was moreover, befides the wifli 
I had for fuch a companion, bound to him by a 
promife ; as for the boy, his artlcfs intreaties 
■were irreiihible ; and he had fo long been ufed 
to look up to me as his only proteclor, that he 
\vould not be diifuaded j I was therefore obliged 
to permit him to join in the expedition.

The mode of travelling in that country is 
truly fingular. There are no inns or any place 
where frefh horfes may be regularly procured, 
the traveller therefore takes w’ith him h o m f f t y  

io  a  h iu id r e d h o r f e S y  by far the greater part of w'hich 
have never been mounted; thefe are driven be­
fore him quite loofe, by one or two Indians, and 
■when the horfe on w'hich he rides is fatigued, the 
Indian catches him another. This would to an 
European be no cafy tafk, but here k is far 
otherwife; for you have only to point out the 
horfe you wiih, and the Indian makes direckly 
at him, throw's his t h o n g  or la c e ^  before dc- 
feribed, over the animal’s head, and, in fpitc of 
all his efforts, leads him to you. *

His Excellency had given me an old dragoon,
who

. ■ f f
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■H-ho knew the country, for a guide, and a militia 
dragoon, to add to our force ; we had alfo two 
Indians to drive our horfes. We were furniih- 
ed with leathern baflcets for our baggage, which 
are laid on the backs of the horfes, fomewhâ t 
like panniers j we had, however, not much to 
carry, the whole confifting of a few changes of 
linen, and a fpare coat, our heavy articles hav­
ing been left in the ilnp and loft by her being 
wrecked.

We took leave of our moft worthy friend and 
benefadlor the Governor, who, together with 
moft of the officers of the garrifon accompanied 
us to the river iide. Our condudlor, who was 
already in the north town, having prepared 
every thing for our departure, w'e crofted that 
evening, a diftance conftderably above a league. 
On the fourth of Odober, about feven in the' 
morning, Black, myfcli, little Richards, and a 
fervant i had engaged at R i o  G r a n d C y  began our 
march. About eleven we reached the village of 
E ftr e itO y  where we dined with the curate, who 
gave us a very friendly reception. After dinner 
we refumed our route on frefh horfes, and m the 
evening, about iix, we arrived at the houfe of a 
captain of auxiliary cavalry, about eleven leagues 
diftant from the place whence we fet out.

We were elegantly entertained, but fat down 
to fupper by ourfelves, the whole family being

nder
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Tinder the deepeil affliction for the lofs of a ncaf 
relation, who died a few days before. This re­
lation had come to a tragical end while we were 
preparing for our journey, having been found 
murdered upon the ihore near St. Pedro. It 
was generally fuppofed that he had been detec­
ted in an intrigue, as he had been feveral times 
obferved by his fervants to go out late in the 
evening, difguifed and armed ; from the mark 
about his neck it was evident that he had been 
fuddenly caught by a *  la c e „  no very unufual 
mode of alfaffination in that country, and having 
been thus ftrangled was thrown into the water.

A little before we reached this place, where 
we took up our firft night’s quarters, the coun­
try begun to look more fertile, and cultivation 
to appear. This captain’s houfe is one of thofe 
appointed for the reception of the Governor, in 
his journeys between P o r t  A l l e g r o ^  a town iitu- 
ated about 60 leagues up the R i o  G r a n d e ,  where 
he ufually reiides, and Port S t .  P e d r o ,  which he 
onlyoccaiionally viiits. Our fupperwas, as I have 
before mentioned, very fumptuous, and might, 
at lead:, have handfomely entertained forty per- 
fons ; a vaft quantity of proviiion went away 
untafted, and after a fine defert, and plenty of 
excellent wines, we retired to reft; our beds

i Jfci

h'kt'"

'* The natives give the name of lace to the plaited lea­
ther thong with which they catch animals.

were
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were fuitable to our fupper ; I flept in’ that ap- 
piopriated to the General, and Mr. Black in 
that of his Adjutant. The whole of this feat 
is extremely pleafant, and the gardens are laid 
out with tafte ; it belongs to Captain L u i z ^ d a  

S o u z a , who, from his being the oldeit captain, 
called it T r o p a  V e l h a , or the old troop.

After a hearty breakfaft we took leave of our 
hofpitable entertainer,' and proceeded on our 
journey through a fine romantic country. 
About eleven we reached a hut, where we could 
have nothing to cat till they killed a iheep, upon 
part of which we dined. In this hut the crew 
of a fouth-feaman, wrecked upon the coaft fome 
years ago, lived a coniiderable time, and one of 
them who embraced the Roman Catholic faith, 
ilill remains a few leagues off. The General, 
whofe humanity every Granger is fure to expe­
rience, not only (food fponfor to him at the time 
of his fécond baptifm, but ihewed him many 
marks of favour, which, fo far as I could learn, 
he very little deferved.

After a ihort repofe during the heat of the 
day, when, in fad, travelling is almoft impof- 
iible, we again proceeded on our journey, and 
that night were entertained at the houfe of a 
Captain of dragoons, named J o z e  C a r n e ir o  G e ^  

r a l d e s . This gentleman’s houfe is likewife one 
of thofe where the General repofes in his pro-

R greifeà.
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greffes, and here again we were feaffed in i  

fumptuous manner. Our beds were ex.trem.ely 
magnificent, and here, as the night before, 
and I may add, fo long as we ilept at his 
Excellency’s houfes of reft, I was compli­
mented with the General’s own bed, and 
Mr. B-lack w'ith that of his Adjutant. Next 
morning we were furnifhed with provifions and 
other neceiTarics, and after breakfafl: fet for­
ward.

About our ufuai hour we reached the village 
Ù Ï M o i f t a r d î o ,  where we dined with the vicar, a 
man of good education and polite manners, who 
gave us a very kind reception. This village is 
remarkable for its fituation, being in the middle 
of a fand, though furrounded by a very fine and 
fertile country ; it confifis of one large fireet of 
tolerably well-built houfes. After dinner we 
continued our route to N a f l a n t i a d e  P a v o z ^  aroyaf 
farm. Here, to the number of horfes we had 
already colleéled, and were driving before us, we 
added about a dozen ; they are the property of 
the crown, and are difiinguifhed by having one>
car cut.

The adjacent country, as far as can be feen, is 
covered with infinite numbers of wild horfes, 
fome few’ of which may indeed have been once 
or twice mounted, and then again loft or turned j
ioofe, but by far the greateit part are in a ftate

of
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nature. The inhabitants keep a few, and but 
ija  few domeilic ones, and when they want any 
Hfifor the King’s fervice, for which demands are 
3g frequently made, they catch the wild ones, 

and among the number thus colleclled, the tra­
veller muft feledt thofe he means to ride. As 
neither of my Britiili companions nor my fer- 
vant were expert horfemen, I always delired that 

•"•tithey ihould have the tamefl: horfes. Little 
i/Richards, on account of his youth, I mounted 

'li-pon the moil tracilable, Mr. Black claimed the 
imext preference, and then my Brazilian fervant ; 
.as to myfelf, the dragoons, and the Indians, we 

; Took any that offered, if they only appeared to 
be able to perform their work.

Next day we reached the houfe of an auxiliary 
Captain, where we dined, and were entertained 

. !i'Mn a plain hofpitable manner; after dinner we 
.r-fagain proceeded, and 1 was eye-witnefs to a 
# ! piece of Indian dexterity and add refs, which I 

; cannot forbear relating at full length, as it will 
- more forcibly than any defeription exemplify 

uthe manner in which they ufe their plaited 
'^uhong, called in that country la c e ^  and- their 
: h a l l s .

Towards evening one of the horfes which we 
' Were driving before us, contrary to the common 

pradlice of thofe animals, feemed determined to 
1 efcape from his companions. After feveral

R 2 fruitlefs
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fruitl^fs attempts, he at length fucceeded in 
detaching himfelf, and gallopped away at a moR 
furious rate; one of the Indians purfued him,
I accompanied him in the chace. After follow­
ing him for at lead an hour, over every obftacle, 
during which time the Indian made feveial vain 
attempts to noofe him in his / a c e , no refource . 
was left, fince night was coming on and we
were drawing near a wood, but t h e T h e f c  -
are never unneceiTarily ufed, as the danger of 
laming the animal is coniiderable ; but the 
profped of lofing the horfe in the thicket, and 
perhaps a little pique at the trouble occaiioned 
by the unruly bead, induced the Indian to ; 
apply to this lad expedient. He therefore took ' 
his balls, as before deforibed ; holding the . 
fmall one in his right hand, he followed the 
o b jed  of our purfuit, whirling them round his

0 '^

head till he faw his opportunity ; when (atf ^
- ■ ■ ' ’ dthr

I lie 1 ^ ;

about forty yards didance) he threw them w
o-reat force at the animal. The balls flew whirl-j

titef

ing through the air, and completely entangled 
the hind legs of the horfe, fo that they were de-. 
prived of all motion unlefs together. Thus 
hampered, the furious bead dragged himfelf 
near a mile, until fatigue compelled him to dop, 
when the Indian, with great dexterity, threw the 
lace over his head, and' hawled it tight round 
his neck. Curious to know how he would un­

fix



''\jk

■ ■ )i

ih

M A J O R  S E M P L E  L X S L E .

fix the balls, which were tvvifted in a very ex­
traordinary manner round thehorfe’s hind legs, 
I offered no ailiftance, but fuffcred him to ma­
nage the buiinefs entirely by himfelf,

He begun by difmounting, and ftill keep­
ing his l a c e  tight, tied a knot with the end 
of it round the fore legs of the horfe, by the 
means of which he in a moment threw him 
upon his lide; he then fet his foot on the 
horfe’s neck, but without flackening that part 
of the lace which w’as round it, and crawled 
down over his body, till he could reach the 
hindlegs, from w'hich he difentangled the i^ a i l s ;  

after this he flipped the knot which tied the 
fore legs, and allowing him to rife, led him 
away. We then rejoined our companions, and 
reached the houfe of a farmer, who was alfo an 
auxiliary Lieutenant, fltuated in a mofl roman­
tic fpot; on one flde, the view is bounded by 
mountains, and on the other, it opens to an ex- 
tenflve profped:, where woods, lakes, and rivers 
afford a moil charmins* relief to each other. The 
country is very fertile, and the uncultivated 
parts abound in game, and immenfe numbers of 
wild horfes and cattle; oflriches are alfo very 
plentiful here.

We were hofpitably received, and provided 
with good accommodations of every fort, and 
in the morning purfued our journey. About

R 3 noon
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'■‘5noon w e  arrived at a very poor farm, where ̂  i (pi: 

we could procure no refrertiment, except a little 
milk: we therefore ad recourie lo the provi- . ^
fions we had brought with us, and in the even- |  
ing found ourfelves at a farm not much better 
than that we had lately left  ̂ here we pafled the 
night.

Next morning, about ten, we oame to a river,
which we forded, and about noon came to fome
fifhermen’s huts on the banks of the river, near/
its mouth ; we were again compelled to dine on 
our own proviiions, and then forded the river a
fécond time. About five we arrived at a duffer
of ruined huts, occupied by a few negroes, and tr
a new unfiniflied'houfe at a fmall diffance. ||
Here we found nothing but fome beef, milk, and| 
eggs, and the negroes huts were fo ruinous 
filthy, that it was impoiTible to enter them (j 
without difguft; the new houfe was fliut up 
the windows w'ere barred on the iniide, one door |;j 
was bolted within, the other locked, and thef

i
owner, w'ho was gone to another effate he occu-1 J 
pied at a confiderable diffance, had the key with ' >! 
him. Notwithffanding I had often lain in the - 
fields, I did not feel myfelf at all difpofed | 
do fo when a good houfe prefented itfelf, but |  
the difficulty w'as how to get in. We could not 
force the windows without doing injury, on ac­
count of the ffrength of the bars; but an open­

ing
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ing of coniiderable iize over each door, though 
too finall to creep through, gave us a view of 
the interior of the houfe. By looking through 
the hole over the door which was locked, I could 
perceive where the bolt on the iniide of the 
other was; one perfon was therefore held up by 
the reft of us, who, putting his arm and a long 
itick through the aperture oyer the bolted door, 
with much difficulty, after a number of ineitec- 
tual efforts, withdrew the bolt.

We found the houfe totally unfurniffied, but 
there was a fide of bacon and a cheefe, with 
which we made free to augment our fupper; we 
then made our beds of our horfe cloths and 
ŵ ent to reft. In the morning, when ready to 
depart, we refolved to play a fly joke upon our 
landlord, and accordingly firft bolted the locked 
door, fo as to render his key ufelefs. We then 
all went out, except the boy Richards, who, 
having bolted the other door, built himfelf a 
little ftage, by the help of which he reached the 
hole over it. Through this we with difficulty 
dragged him, and then having pufhed down 
the flagc with a flick, and bribed the negroes 
to fecrecy, we departed, leaving the owner to 
exercife his ingenuity in contriving how he

: might enter his own houfe.
The evening was almoft dark when we arrived 

i here; but the beautiful view which opened upon
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US in the morning, made me quit this place with 
regret. The country round was aftoniihingly 
fertile, and abounded in all forts ,pf game ; the 
houfe itfelf flood about half a mile from a noble 
and exteniive lake, bordered by’ a margin of 
luxuriant grafs; beyond this arofe a grove of 
flately trees, which never lofe their verdure, 
while the range of mountains, which runs along 
the coaif, bounded the'profpedf, and harmo­
nized in a mofl: pi(5lurefque manner, with the 
pure azure of the iky. Having quitted this 
beautiful feenery, we proceeded on our march, 
and having refreihed ourfelves at a farm, went 
on to T o r r e s ^  a fort iituated on an eminence by 
the fea on the frontiers of the province of R i o  

G r a n d e ,

About a league before we came to T o r r e s y  th.e 
road led us down to the fea coaff, where we 
travelled along the fands, clofe to the water, for 
a coniiderable diftance. Here we had a full 
view of the mountain on which the fort is built, 
and of another abreaft of it, each of which pre- 
fents a perpendicular front of rocks, of amazing 
height, to the fea ; thefe with forpe fmall craggy 
iilands very near the ihore exhibit a majeftic 
view, and form a flriking contrail: to the feenes 
of fertility we had juft left. The fort, though 
it might be rendered impregnable, in its prefent 
ilate, hardly merits the name* Some batteries

arq
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, .are indeed begun, but none are finiihed; nor did 
d fee moi e than two guns mounted.

The dragoon, who had been our Gondudlor on 
.our march, was now fo fatigued that reft was 
indifpenfibly neceiTary for him. His exertions 
iiad really been furprifing; for he had the 
charge of every thirg, and had rode at leaft three 
miles where we had rode one; my fervant likcr 

' 'wife was totally worn out; I therefore confented 
to flop twenty-four hours. To this I was the 
more readily induced as the fociety we met w'ith 
was highly amiable; for the Lieutenant who 
commanded, had two charming daughters who ' 
fung delightfully, and played with much tafte on 
the harp and other initruments*

The morning after our arrival I explored the 
mountain on which the fort hands, as well as 
the adjacent one, each of which, efpecially the 
latter, is perpendicular towards the fea. The 
rock forms a cove, at the bottom of which is an 
inacceflible cave ; into this, even in the moil 
moderate weather, the fea rolls with a moft tre­
mendous noife, that may be heard many leagues, 
and fometimes, in ilrong eailerly gales, even 
rifes above its roof. From hence, as well as 
from the fort of T o r r e s , we could dinftindlly fee 
ihofe fmall rocky iflands, which I have before 
mentioned ; from this place, they feemed alive 
on account of the great number of feals with

which
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which they were covered. The Lieutenant 
Ihewed me feVeral fkins of fuch as he had killed, 
many of which were fully as large and coarfe as 
a bull’s hide.

This is the northernmoft frontiersof the prô  
vi/ice of R i o G r a y t d e y ^ in d  though but thinly inha­
bited, the Lieutenant aifurcd me he could, when­
ever it might be required, coiled; five hundred 
men in twenty-four hours, all of them trained to
arms. I muft here remark that this gentleman
ŵ as more than commonly intelligent, and very 
capable of ihijiing in a much higher fphere than 
that in which he then moved.

The only commodities of this fertile and beau­
tiful country arc corn and hides ; with the for- 

.mer, they fupply the reft of B r a z i l ^  and the lat­
ter are exported to R i o  J a n e i r o ^  and thence to 
Europe. The Brazilian cavalry might be made 
the bed in the world, efpecially for that coun­
try ; the horfes are excellent, and wdll live 
where an European horfe could not exift. The 
men are robuft and hardy, and being accuftomed 
from their infancy to thefaddle, fupport fatigue  ̂
on horfeback in an aftonifliing manner. Every 
dragoon, befides the horfe on which he rides, 
has from two to iive fpare ones, which accom­
pany the regiment j he carries, befides the ufual 
arms of a horfeman, his l a c e  and b a lh ^  and w hen 
he fiiid̂  his, horfe tired, he turns him loofe, and

catches
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catches another, which he immediately mounts. 
Their elegance is very great; even the privates 
having their large fpurs and their fword hilts of 
maihve filver.

The inhabitants of the province o i  R i o  G r a n d e  

differ coniiderably from thofe of the reft of 
Brazil, as well as from thofe of Portugal ; they 
are adtive and induftrious ; remarkably hofpi- 
table to ftrangers, and exhibit ftrong marks of 
cheerfulnefs and good temper in every look.

We refted at Torres one day as had been 
agreed upon, and our guide finding himfelf ca­
pable of travelling we refumed our march. W e 
fet out at day-light, and immediately on quitting 
Torres entered the G a p t a n ih a  S a n t a  C a t h e r in h a ,  

Our route lay along the fea fhore, and about 
noon we came to an hut where we could procuie 
no provifions except milk and a little rum, fo that 
w’e were compelled to dine upon this and a little 

f a r i n h a  which we carried with us.
As I may have occafion to mention the 

f a r in h a 2 L ^ 2 i\ v \ i it will not be, perhaps, wandering 
too far from my line to give fome account of 
this fingular produdlion. The Portuguefe call 
I t  f a r i n h a  d e  p'ao^ or f l o u r  o f  w o o d ^  and prepare it 
from the root of a ihrubby plant, every where 
to be found in Brazil; the root is fucculent, and 
about an inch in diameter at largeft. When
joafted it taftes very like a potatoe; but to pre- 
0“ - pare
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pare it as a fubftitute for bread, they employ a. 
fort of mill, which carries a large circular 
grater; this machine reduces the f a r i n h a  rather 
to little lumps than to the ftate of flour, and it 
is thus eaten by the country people, either 
alone, or mixed up with cold water into a fort 
of pafle. When the Portuguefe fnips of war are 
on the Brazil flation, it is ferved out to the 
people under the name of f a r i n h a  d e  g i i e r r a  ; 
they feem to like it much, and fometimes eat it 
bakid with fugar or treacle, when it forms a 
fort of fweetmeat, far from difagreeable. F a ^  

r i n h a  and b a n a n a s ^  which are equally plentiful, 
form almofl; the foie food of the negroes; and 
all the inhabitants, without diftincflion, are fo 
accuilomed to it, that very little bread is made 
ufc of.

Plaving waited to refrefh ourfelves during the 
heat of the day, we proceeded on our route, and 
in the evening reached a river which it was necef-. 
fary we ihould crofs, in order that we might pro­
cure quarters at a guard-houfe that has been 
built on the oppofitc fide. It ŵ as fo dark that 
we could not be feen by the guard on the other 
fide, who are placed there to ferry paifengers 
acrofs in canoes, and the river ŵ as fo broad that 
we could not make ourfelves heard. Notvv̂ ith- 
flanding the rapidity of the flream my fervant 
ftripped and fwam over ; he found the fpidiers,

who
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wht) inilantly came for us. Our horfes, to the 
number of about fifty, we fwam acrofs,and turn­
ed them to feed, during the night in a meadow 
near the banks; we ourfelves were compelled to 
ileep in a forry guard-houfe, occupied by about 
a dozen militia foldiers. We could meet with 
no fort of provifions, except fome badly dried 
fiih, not even fo much as f a r i n h a \  fortunately  ̂
however, in the bottom of a bag, in which we 
had carried fome provifions, we found a few 
handfuls, on which, and a little rum, we had 
brought from the hut where we had fiopped at 
noon, we made our fupper. Our faddle deaths 
were our beds for the night, during which a vaft 
quantity of rain fell j the roof was totally ina­
dequate to keeping us dry, and we were almoll: 
as completely drenched as if we had remained 
in the open air.

Early in the morning we were vifited by a 
little old Frenchman who lived farther up the 

he had come into that country as a fol-river
dier, and had lived there twenty-fix years, dur­
ing which time he had never heard his ov\n 
language fpoken. Through want of praClice 
he had almoft forgotten it, nor yet could he ex­
plain himfelfin Portuguefe ; in ihort, none but 
his own family could comprehend him. Not 
feeing able to mak  ̂ himfelf underftood by 
words, he attempted to do it by figns and gef-



254 ♦ ■ HE L I F E  o i

tures; in thefe, by long habit, he had acquired 
a moil grotefque facility, and abfolutely fomc- 
times, might have been miftaken for a great 
babooni

At feven next morning our horfes were col- 
lecfled, and we prepared to continue our jour­
ney. We found ourfelves obliged to pafs ano­
ther branch of the fame river, not lefs rapid 
than the formers the horfes were font over by 
the dragoons and Indians, and we followed in a 
canoe.

Here we faw an extraordinary mode of fiih-
ing, almoil incredible indeed, and what I iliould

1̂ (0

0

m'l

not perhaps have ventured to mention, had not 
Mr, Black, in his narrative, already pubiifhed 
it''. The iiili, at the river’s mouth, are fo very 
plentiful, that the ihoals feem to cover the fur- 
face of the water, and nothing more is done than 
t o  beat the waves with the paddles of the canoes. 
The hill, thus alarmed, having no room to fave 
themfelves by fwimming, leap out of the watef 
in fuch numbers, that thofe which accidentally 
fall into the canoe, are fufficient to load it in a 
few minutes.

When we had croifed this river, one of our 
horfes took in his head to leave his companions, 
and fet off as fail as he could; he was followed 
by many others, and we were in danger of 
ioiing feveral more. The fame Indian, who

had

I'leafK,
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had fo nimbly purfued the former fugitive, 
whofe adventure I have already related, imme­
diately gallopped after them, and I thinking he 
might be unable to manage them all, joined the 
chace. We followed them a long time over the 
hot burning fands, in many places almoft up to 
our horfes bellies ; but at length we fucceeded 
in bringing them all back, and about noon rcii- 
ed at fome huts, where we procured a little rurri, 
and dined upon fome fiih we had bought irom 
'the men we faw catching them at the mouth oi 
the river.
** After dinner, we refumed our journey, de­
pending upon the information of our guides, 
that we might reach the town or L a g u n a  that 
night, which they faid was only about five 
leagues off. We were, however, difappointed, 
and in the evening found tnat we were lome 
leagues from that town ; we therefore went to 
the houfe of a prieft, who was not at home, but 
having got fome fowls from the flaves, who alfo 
killed a fheep to accommodate us, w e ilaid 
there that night, and in the morning fet oif foi 
Laguna.

Here we met with the only mountains ex­
cept thofe at Torres, which we werco bliged to 
crofs. We palTed feveral hills of fand, of great 
magnitude, and at laft reached the top of a 
rocky precipice, where we found that our guides

bad
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had miiFed the way. We were unwilling to re« 
turn the road we came, and therefore endeavour-* 
ed to find fome place, where the defeent might 
be praclicable ; we found one, which wc 
thought tolerably fafe, and having difmountedj» 
drove our horfes down the defeent, following 
them on foot.

As we approached Laguna, the country had  ̂if 
a very romantic, hilly, and wild appearance. « pT  
We had much difficulty in finding our way, wc, jj 
however, at length, after croffing an immenfc ^
meadow, reached the river, at the mouth of ii

f -’i»(T•which, on the north fide, the town of Laguna 
lays. The horfes we had been thus far fup- I 
plied with were to flop here; we therefore dref- 
fed ourfelves under a tree, -while the canoe was 
getting ready to carry us to the town. Before \ 

we reached the river which leads to the bar we i 
had a lake to pafs which is very broad, very ftill, 
and very fliallow. The river, on the contrary, 
is very deep, and the current, in fome places, 
extremely iirong. After a paifage of about an 
hour and a half, we arrived in the harbour, 
which we found full of fmall veffels, remarkably 
well built, and much appearance of commerce 
on every hand. We were conduced immedi­
ately to the Commandant, by whom we were ex­
tremely well lodged, and entertained in a very 
handfome manner.
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., L a g u n a  is' a fmall town, but well built, the 
people drefs well; and feem to live in great 
plenty 5 the country round it is Uncommonly 
beautifub' înd every thing fecms to confpire to 
render the place rich and flouriibing.

At L a g u n a  We dirmilTed our dragoons and 
Indians; by whom I wrote a letter of thanks to 
the Governor of R i o  G r a n d e ,  a'cknowledging all 
the favours we had received from him and his 
garrifon. At the fame time I affured him that 
our journey had, inftead of abounding in hard- 
iliips; been exceedingly pleafant and entertain­
ing. Had I been able to forefee the inconve­
niences we were to meet with the next day; I 
might not perhaps have wrote fo gaily.

From’ L a g u n a  ŵe took frefh guides, who; as 
well as the former, were dragoons ; we alfo had 
freili horfes, and on the morning of Sunday, 
Odlober i6th, we refumed our journey. About 
noon we arrived at V i l l a  N o v a ,  a village mofl: 
beautifully iituated on the fide of a hill, where 
we reiled during, the heat of the daŷ  and then 
again changing horfes and guides, we ruihed 
into feenes new to us. Our road lay through 
immenfe foreits, where the path was fo narroŵ  
as to preclude the poiiibility of two going 
abreaft; in many places it was indeed almoil 
too narrow for one; and Mr. Black was once li­
terally jammed between two trees, fo that it rc-

rS quired
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qtlired our united efforts to difengagc him. iit 
many parts the road was fo fteep that I, though 
vanity flatters me with being a fkilful horfeman, 
eould with difficulty keep my feat; nor is this 
all, for the trees over-hang the ŵ ay in fuch a 
manner, that during many hours we were forced 
to crouch down upon our horfes necks, and in 
that painful poilnre we had to afcend and de- 
fcend precipices.

We marched to a fpecies of muiic every way 
adapted to the rugged feenes around us j the 
roaring of different favage beaffs, and the hiiling 
of ferpents were heard every moment; but 
though we often judged from the horrid founds 
that they were very near us, we faw none. After 
a moil troubleforne and fatiguing march wc 
reached a whale fiihery, about eleven or twelve 
leagues from St. Catharine’s, a little after fun- 
fct.

Here we were kindly received by the fuper- 
intendant, apparently an intelligent man ; he 
inhabited an excellent houfc, the befl: I had till 
then feen in the country, and ihewed us all the 
works and buildings belonging to the place. 
From the complaints he made againft the 
Eritiih whale-fifficrs, it fliould feem that in this 
place they fenfibly, and to their lofs, feel the 
effedfs of the induflry and adlivity of my coun­
trymen.

By
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By his advice we agreed to proceed from 

hence to St. Catharine’s in one of his whale« 
boats, being quite difcouraged by his defcrip- 
tion of the road, which he reprefented as even 
worfe than that we had palTed. We left the 
fiihery early in the morning, and about two 
o’clock reached the place of our deilination.

This paifage for beauty exceeds any thing I 
have ever feen or heard of, laying between a 
range of moil fertile mountains, diftant from 
each other, in the narrowefl places, about a 
league. The whole coail, on both iidcs, feems 
an o r a n g e r i e i  on our paifage we w’ere induced 
to ilop at a farm-houfe, in a moil delightful 
iituation, to refreih ourfelves, and there the 
people almoil loaded our boat with excellent 
oranges.

ii-'j
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CHAP. XXIL

A r r i v a l  a t  S t ,  C a t h a r i n e 's  3  h o n o u r a h ly  r e c e i v e d  

t h e r e , — ^ h e  P o r t u g u e f e  f l e e t  f r o m  R i o  d e  J a n e i r a  

l a y i n g  in  t h e  r o a d  o f  S t .  C a t h a r in e 's ^  t h e  a u t h o r 's  

a r r i v a l  i s  a n n o u n c e d  to  t h e  A d m i r a l , — S u p e r b  rc- 
r e m o n y  a t  t h e  A d m i r a l ' s  l a n d i n g . — C h a r a S i e r  o f  

’ t h e  t r o o p s  t h e r e h e  c u r io u s  m a n n e r  i n  w h i c h
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t h e  I n d i a n s  r i d e . — T h e  a u t h o r  m e e t s  w i t h  a n  o l d  

a c q u a i n t a n c e .— I s  m o jl k i n d l y  t r e a t e d  b y  t h e  A d - t - , 

f n i r a l . — H e  a n d  M r .  B l a c k  g o  to  d i n e  w i t h  t h e  

A d m i r a l ^  a n d  v i f i t  t h e  o t h e r  C a p t a i n s . — T h e y  p a f s  

t h e i r  t im e  i n  e v e r y  p l e a f u r e . — T h e y  f a i l  f o r  R i o  

d e  J a n e i r o . — T h e  a u t h o r  i s  t r e a t e d  w i t h  m u c h  

d i f  i n t i  io n  b y  t h e  A d m i r a l . — H e  p r e f e n t s  h i s  l e t ^  

t e r s  to  t h e  A d j u t a n t - G e n e r a l  a n d  t h e  V i c e r o y .— 
T h e  p e r f i d y  o f  E n f i g n  M i n c h h i y  w h o  g e t s  in t o  d i f -  

g r a c e  f o r  i t . — M i n c h i n  a n d  P r a t e r  m a k e  a p p l i c a ­

t io n  to  t h e  V ic e r o y  to  b e  p a i d  a s  i n  E n g l a n d y  w h i c h  

is  r e f u f e d , — T h e  a u t h o r  r e f u f e s  to  r e c e i v e  a n y  

m o n e y .— T h e y  p r e p a r e  to  d e p a r t y  a n d  t h e  a u t h o r  i s  

f e n t  o n  b o a r d  t h e  U ly J J 'e s .—M r .  M u r c h i f o n  a n d  

M r *  B l a c k  e t n b a r k  on  b o a r d  t w o  S o u t h - f e a  w h a l e r s .  

A l l ^  e x c e p t  t h e  a u t h o r y  o r d e r e d  on  b o a i d . — E n f i g n  

M i n c h i n 's  h u m o r o u s  e m b a r k a t i o n .

O n our arrival at St. Catharine’s we were 
conducted to the Governor, to whom I prefent- 
ed the letter of recommendation which the

li- ‘

rfy

;  ̂ffnï,
Tf:

Governor-General of Rio Grande had given
me. We were received with much politenefs, 
and apartments in the palace aiTigned to us. I 
acquainted the Governor with my deiire to con­
tinue my journey to R i o  d e  J a n e i r o  immediately 
by land, if it were poiTible, if not, to be allowed 
to embark in the iirft ihip ; he told me, that we 
were very fortunate, for that Admiral A n t o n io

J a n u a r i o
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J a i t u a r i o  d é  V a l le y  had arrived from R i o  d e  J a ^  

v e irO y  only two days before, with a fquadron of 
four iliips of the line, three frigates and a brig. 
He added,' that the Admiral with his fleet lay 
in the road, about four miles below the town, 
and that he had not yet been on ihore, but was 
expedled the next day, and that, moft probably, 
he would furnifh us with a paifage to the port 
we wiihed to reach. The Governor the fame 
night fent his Aid-de-Camp on board the Admi« 
ral’s ihip to acquaint him with our adventure 
and arrival at St. Catharine’s.

The fécond day after our arrival the Admiral 
came on iliorc with great ceremony. Not only 
the garrifon of the town and all the militia of 
the iiland, but a battalion of infantry then in 
that place, on its march for R i o  G r a n d e y  were af- 
fembled, and formed in two lines from the pa­
rade before the palace to the landing-pace, to re­
ceive his Excellency.

The troops made a very fine figure, were well 
drefied, and the cavalry particularly verified 
the opinion I had formed of them in Rio 
Grande. The militia uniform of that ifland, 
both for cavalry and infantry is light blue ; 
they are flout, well made men, and the horfes 
are better than in R i o  G r a n d e . This is owing to 
their eating corn, which thofe of R i o  G r a n d e y  ex­
cept fuch as are tamed and accuilomed to it,

S 3  wiU
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will not touch ; but the great number of thema 
■which are every where to be found, renders a 
iingle horfe of very little importance. The 
Indians, who are very dextrous in catching 
them, ride in a very iingular manner j their 
faddle is coarfe, and the girths are of hide ; their 
bridles cxad:ly refemble thofe of the Moorsj, 
Turks, and Tartars, a circumftance which the 
more artoniihes me that there is no connedion 
between the countries, but their flirrups are 
widely different, and truly fingular in their con  ̂
flrudion j they confifl: of a piece of wood which 
forms a fort of femicircle, about an inch diame  ̂
ter, and there is a hole through each end of this 
to receive the ftirrup leather. The Indian 
fixes h h  g r e a i  to e  in this curved piece of wood, 
which is juft large enough to receive it, nor 
does he touch the flirrup with any other part of 
his foot; in fad, they ride (contrary to the 
pradice of the Moors, &c.) with fuch long 
dirrups, that it requires the utmoft extent of 
the leg, to reach them even with the toe.

The Admiral’s departure from his fhip was 
announced by the ufual falute, and a fignal gun 
was fired from every fort on the coaft between 
the road where the ihips lay and the town ; thefe 
forts, as he paifed them, likewife fired a royal 
falute. This great ceremony was performed 
bccaufe his Excellency had come from Lifbon,

invefted

ill'
; uccofi
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in̂ veiled by the royal commilTion with extraor­
dinary powers to infpecil into the affairs of Bra- 
■ zil. He came on ffore in a very elegant barge, 
accompanied by all the Captains and other fii- 
perior officers of his fquadron, whofe boats fol­
lowed his in order, according to their rank and 
feniority.

As be approached the landing-place, Mr. 
Black and myfelf accompanied the Governor 
and Staff to receive him ; we were there pre- 
fented merely as matter of form, but no conver- 
fation took place at that time. From the land­
ing-place the Admiral went in bate to the 
church, and having heard mafs, he entered into 
converfation ; for it is the etic]uette of P.oitugal 
never to enter upon any buiinefs till the cere­
monies of religion have been complied with.

Among the officers who attended his Excel­
lency, was a French nobleman, who had known 
me on the Continent with the army of the 
Rhine, at a time when I was honoured with the 
friendibip and confidence of the diitinguilhed 
perfonages whom I have already mentioned. 
The Admiral having feen the letter ot recom­
mendation which I brought, and being hirnfelf 
a man of amiable manners, fpoke to me in the 
moft polite terms, begging that he might have 
the pleafure of fupplyingthe lofs I had fuftained 
by my feparation from fuch a friend as General

S 4 da
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da Vciga. He returned on board very late that 
evening, and on leaving us, invited us on board 
his fhip the following day. pne pf the com­
manders of a line-of-battle fiiip alfo gave us an 
invitation to fpend a day with him, and told the 
Admiral that he would fendhis bar^e for us : this 
gentleman was pur pountryman Captain Thomp-  ̂ ; 
fon, an officer whofe praifes need not my feeble 
pen to enumerate them.

Next day Captain Thompfon-s boat came 
for us, and we went immediately to the Admi­
ral’s ihip ; he received us with the greateft po- 
litencfs, and having paid our refpecfls to him, we 
made yifits, in the courfe of the forenoon, to all 
the other Captains. We returned to dine with his 
Excellency, and when we took leave in the even­
ing, he told us to look upon his fhip as our home. 
While we remained there, he added, that fof the 
voyage he would accommodate me, the boy, 
and my fervant, on board his own fhip, and that 
he would provide a palfage for Mr. Black in 
another of his fquadron. Captain Thompfon, 
pn learning this from us, folicited that Mr. 
Black might go with him, to which the Admi^ 
ral gave his affent.

On board the Admiral’s ihip we had the plea- 
fure to meet with a countryman, Phillip Han- 
come, Efq. equally diflinguiihed by the ele­
gance of his manners, his talents, and his ap-

pearance ^

i f '

i l

l! i d



iVi

V

Mf
-1.

i r i A j O R  S E M P L E  L I S L E .  2 6 5

pearance; Kc then held the honourable rank of 
.Captain of the Fleet, or what they call M a j o r  

G e n e r a l  d a  K f q u a d r a  ; and of this gentleman, to 
whom I ftand infinitely indebted, I fliall have
to fay much hereafter.

e returned to the palace of St. Catharine 
and during our ftay there, which was about 
three weeks, we were treated with the moil po­
lite attention by the Governor and principal 
inhabitants of the ifland. Our amufements 
were various ; the Governor, who was very fond 
of muiic and dancing, gave frequent balls, at 
which many of the officers of the Fleet attended; 
and the more to encourage the Admiral, who 
would not fleep out of his ffiip to come on ffiore, 
he left the town of St. Catharine’s, and removed 
to a houfe at St. Antonio. This is a moil plea- 
fant lituation, and much nearer to where the 
fleet lay at anchor than the town of St. Catha­
rine’s, where we continued to relide, paying fre­
quent occaiional viiits to St. Antonio, and paf- 
flngoLir time in a moil pleafant manner. I here 
contra6led an intimacy with Major Joaquim 
Correa da Serra, Chief of Engineers, a man of 
univerfal knowledge, whofe profcffional talents 
jntitle him to the moil brilliant fituation; fuch, 
indeed, are his various accompliihments, that I 

’ never think of him, without lamenting that he is 
pot more ufefully employed.
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The ifland of St. Catharine’s is remarkably 
fertile, and might, with a little pains, be made 
a moil prodiKflive fpot; bur fo great is the la- 
zinefs of the inhabitants, that little or nothing 
is done by them, even the cattle for the market 
being brought from Rio Grande.

On the 3ifl of Odlober 1797, while wc were 
enjoying all the amufements of the place, our 

departure was announced tome by 
Phillip Haneprne, Efq. the following polite

i
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1  he Major-General of the Efquadra prefents 
his compliments to Major Lifle, has the ho­
nour t o  inform him, that the * General would 
vviili him to embark to-morrow, and that a 
boat Rail be at the town of St. Antonio  ̂
agreeable to the wiih of Major Lifie. Cap­
tain Thompfon begged of the General to Puf­
fer Mr. Black to embark in his Ihip, which
he fuppofes Major Lifle to be acquainted 

“ with.
“  317? O^ oher  ̂ ^797'”

Addrefled M a j o r  L i j l e , Gfr.*'
On the 4th of November the fleet failed for 

R t a  d e  J a n e i r o ^  w’here we arrived on the 18th. 
During our voyage I had a very neat and com­
modious cabin alligned to me, and lived at the

C(

^ In Portugal, the Commander, either by land or fea, is 
Ilyled General,

Admiral’s
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Admiral’s table ; nor did I ever meet with a 
better feaman, a better commander, or a more 
accompliilied gentleman. To him, in thecourfe 
o f converfation, I communicated my real iitua- 
tion, and found, to my great fatisfadion, that 
he was difpofed to judge for himfclf, as he was 
free frqm thofe narrow prejudices which haunt 
little minds i nor had the difeovery I made to 
him any other eifed than of making him, if 
poiTible, redouble his ielndnefs to me.

Immediately after we had come to anchor. 
Brigadier General G a f p a r  J o z e ^  Adjutant-Ge- 
neraj. to the Viceroy, came on board from his 
Excellency, to compliment the Admiral on his 
arrival; having letters of recommendation to 
him, I likewife committed to his charge thofe I 
had to the Viceroy. The night we arrived fomc 
South-fea whalers came into the harbour, and Mr. 
Black, by thedefireof Captain Thompfon, went 
aboard one of them, to purchafe fome porter for 
him ; on board this iliip he met with fome of 
our officers, all of whom had arrived before us, 
and who had gone to enquire after Engliih 
news ; by whom he was told, that, fo jn e h o W y  my 
real fituation had come to the ears of the Vice­
roy. This he immediately communicated, with 
a very friendly folicitude, and feemed alarmed 
at i t ; when I told him not to fear, but to hold 
himfelf in readinefs to go on ihore at eight next

f 1

morning.
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morning. Not chufing, however, to involve him-̂  
felfin any difagreeable airair that might happen 
to me, he avoided going under pretence of 
iickaefs, and thus miffed the honour of being 
prefented.

Next day I went, accompanied by an officer 
of the fleet, to the palace, ^here the Viceroy 
received me with much politeness. I requeued 
his permiffion to reiide on Ihorc, with which he 
readily complied, and informed me, that next 
day he would give dire<ffions for a houfe to be 
prepared for my accommodation. Having i ike- 
wife a recommendation to the Biihop, I paid 
my refpecils to him, and was received by t>,at 
excellent Prelate with every mark of kindnefs ;
I then went with the officer, who came wjth me 
from the ffip, to the houfe of the Interpreter, 
where Minchin and his wife lodged. He 
feemed almoft petrified with fuppr}ze at feeing 
me, and told me, it was generally fuppofed, 
from the length of time we had been on the 
road, we had found fome ihip bound for Europe 
at St. Catharine ŝ, and had embarked in her. 
Pie complained in the moil bitter terms of the 
Viceroy, who had, he faid, refufed to fee him, 
and had only allowed him and his wife each 
12 vintins (about l y d . )  a day, to fubiiil upon; 
that the fame fum was given to the foldiers, 
women, and children; and that he had b e a r d

t h a t
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t h a t  f o m e  one^ Drummond and Murchifon, aís hcí 
fuppofed, had acquaihted the V ic e r o y  with every 
thing relating to me. I at ortce faw ihame and 
confufion in his face, and concluded very natu  ̂
rally that he had done what he attributed to 
them; an action which he had fo much repro­
bated in his brother officer at R t o  G r a n d e ^  and 
for which he dreaded the fame vengeance I had 
there inflicited on the other delinquent. I how­
ever faid nothing, but immediately took my 
leave, and a few fteps from the door, met the 
two gentlemen he had fo ilandered. I at once 
put the plain queftion to them, when both fo- 
lemnly declared, that nothing concerning me 
had been aiked of them, nor had they uttered 
one fyliable; but they had heard from the per- 
fon who tranflated Minchin’s letter, that h e  had 
wrote to the Viceroy every thing that I could 
fuppofe moft unplealing.

Having obtained this information I repaired 
immediately to the caftle, but the Viceroy hav­
ing retired, I could not have an interview with 
him ; I therefore inquired for the Count Don 
Luiz his fon, who was his Aid-de-Camp. 1 o him 
I acknowledged what my cireumdances really 
were; I likewife told him that the gentlemen 
■who accompanied me had, of i h e t y o w n  a c c o r d t as 
appeared from the reports previouOy figned by 
them, concealed the difagrecabic part pf my

biftory.
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hiftory', and I c6uld not therefore, at that 
fuifer them to circulate one word that ihould 
give me pain; I added, that from him, as a man 
of rank and an officer, I could not but expe(ib 
liberality, and I therefore conjured him to tell 
me, with the franknefs of a foldier, if any thing 
had been faid, and by whom* With open can­
dour, he at once acknowledged, that t h e  o f f ic e r  i n  

t h e j c a r l e t  u n i f o r m  w h o  c a m e  la ji^  had fent a letter 
on the fubjedl to his father, but that it would do 
me no injury with him, as he had that very 
day laid, that the recommendations given me 
by General da Vciga and the Admiral, as well 
as my own appearance, gave me a claim to his 
protection, and that he would diflinguifh me 
from the refl:. I aflured the Count Don Luiz 
of my gratitude for the kindnefs of the Viceroy; 
then taking leave, and it being already late, I 
ilepped into the Admiral’s barge, which was 
waiting for me, and went on board.

Next day I returned, and having found a re­
treat, I wrote to the Admiral, M a j o r - G e n e r a l  d d  

E f q u a d r a ^  and the Viceroy, acknowledging every 
thing, but telling them, that I trufted to their 
liberality, and expeCled they would treat me as 
a gentleman, whofe conduCl, w h e n  t h e r e  w a s  n o ^  

t h i n g  b u t  t h a t  to  / p e a k  f o r  h im  o r  a g a in /  h im , had 
acquired their friendihip and efteem. The 
Viceroy affured me, that I iliould always be

well

linlk‘‘
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well received by him, and fent me the key of a 
neat houfe, which I immediately occupied ; a 
few days after which I received the key of a lo g e  

in the theatre, from the fame generous fourcc 
of benevolence.

The Admiral, knowing how neceiTary money 
was to a man in my iituation, and fufpedling I 
could not have much left, fent me a handfomc 
fum by the M a j o r - ^ G e n e r a l  d a  E f q u a d r a ,  whô  
adding as much to it, delivered the whole tome. 
The Biihop was in nothing behind the others5 
his houfe was open to me at all hours, and as it 
was fome diflance, he furnifhed me with a'car- 
riage during my flay at R i o  J a n e i r o ^  that I mightj» 
to ufe his own words, with the greater facility 
come to him, when my engagements w'ould 
permit.

Thofe diftindions could not but be as pealing- 
ly flattering to me as they were mortifying to 
the two Enfigns, who were by this time fecluded 
from every fociety. Determined to give Min- 
chin the chaftifement he fo well merited for his 
duplicity, I placed a centinel on his door to in­
form me if he fliould go out; but the affair I 
had with his b r o t h e r  o fficer^ Prater, at R i o  G r a n d e ,  

cffedtualiy locked his door, and he did not, 
during his abode in that town, think proper to 
ftir from home. To avoid a fimilar difgrace, he 
complained to the Viceroy, demanding protec­

tion ;

i J  ' ’il
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tion; to this demand, according to fome ac­
counts, he received no anfvvef; but, according

'  i  • I

tt) others, the Viceroy fent him a brace of good,! 
fubilantial, holfter piiiols,—a hint, one would 
think, fufficient for afoldier. In the mean time, 
the Adrniral became acquainted with the tranf  ̂
adion; and Captain Thompfon, one mornings 
came to me, deiiring me to promife, that I 
would not attack Minchin in that country. As 
my iituation was fuch, that it would neither have 
been pleaiing nor prudent to quarrel with the 
exalted charadlerS who had ib nobly and gene- 
roufly proteded me, 1 readily gave my word, 
which fatisfied t h e m ;  hut M i n c h i n  was not fo 
cafiiy perfuaded of his fafety ; he therefore kept 
clofe to the houfe, equally defpiied by the offi­
cers of the fleet, of the army, and the inhabitants 
of the town.

During our abode at R i o  d e  J a n e i r o ^  Eniigns 
Minchin and Prater made various applications 
to the Viceroy, foliciting his Excellency to pay 
them, for thcmfclves and the foldiers, their full 
pay, according to the Britiih dlabliiliment, from 
the day of their arrival in that country. The 
Viceroy declined complying W'ith this reejueff, 
alledging that he had no authority to grant it; 
that the trifle he had ordered to be paid to 
every individual, without diilindion of age, fex, 
or rank, was an ad of hofpitality, which he had

taken
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'.itaken on himfelfin confequence of the harmony 
'Ji3'"vvhich for fo long a time had fubfiifed between 

j.our cou . tries, and which never would be charg- 
5:ed to the Britiili Government; but if thefe 
ixgentlemen thought they had a claim to further 

iL’Baiiiftance, they muft each of them addrefs a 
) petition to the Sovereign, ftating their demand, 
land lodge it at the office of the Tribunal, which 
oreprefents Majeify in that country, and of which 
i;his Excellency the Viceroy is Preiident, and 
r'they would determine whether the requeil 
iiihould be refufed or granted ; their petitions 
)'fwere accordingly prefented, Minchin iigning 
nJiimfelPLieutenant and Adjutant, and demand-
hingto^be paid as fuch. Some days before the

''1 . .x|i[imeeting of the Tribunal I received a viiit from 
..jiithe Secretary, who enquired w’hy I had not al- 
stready given in my petition ; I told him, that 

•Jiihaving no claim of any kind on the Britiffi go- 
n vernment, I could not, like the others, petition ; 
ilthat his Excellency the Viceroy knew every thing 

 ̂ L Goncerning me, and that if he or the Tribunal  ̂
n in the name of the Sovereign, thought it proper 
d; to prefent me with fuch a fum of money as 
.«would pay my palTage to Europe, I would ac- 
v: cept i t ; but that the eighteen pence per day, 

which the officers of the Neŵ  South V'ales 
^ Corps, men, women, and children, had received, 
i I neither yet had, or ever would touch ; that the 

yiceroy having given me a good houfe, and the 
j T generous
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generous Admiral furnifliing me, from time ta
time, with the means of fupportin that houfs
handfomely, i could difpenfe with further 
ance, and the more fo, that I was confident he  ̂, 
(the Admiral) would alfo provide me with 4 P̂‘
paiTage in fome fhip of his fleet to Lifbon. The a  ̂
Secretary defired me to put that anfwer in w'rit-'  ̂:* 
ing; I did ib, and in a few days it was intimât- 
ed to all of us, that for the time we had been iri. lu»'

[ûâ ' 
to,i-

the country, the. Tribunal would allow nothing
more than what the Viceroy had before ordered 
to be paid, and which I ever refufed to take, 
left it ihould be charged to the Britifh Govern- 
merit. Mr. Black likewife declined receiving p ‘-- 
any allQwance of this kind. It was further in- IjliOM'' 
timated, that the mafters of the merchant
fnips of the convoy, in v/hich we ihould bê  
lent to Europe, would be paid for eachoffi- ' 
cer, in advance for five months, at the rate 
of one cruzadc, about half-a-crown per day j . 
and for the fpldiers, women, and children, 
half that fum. The hour of our departure 
drawing near, the Admiral was plcafed to order 
a paiiage forme, the boy Richards before-men- ||C(ir 
tioned, whom 1 had taken under my charge, and ||Seaui 
my fervant,on board hermoft Faithful Majefty’s 
frigate, the Ulyfles, commanded by Captain J o a o  ftianb 
d a  C o fia  d e  C a h ed o ^  one of the moft aeftive officers 
in Europe, and who already did me the honour =4  ̂
to count me amongft the number of his friends.

This
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This gallant officer rcfufcd poiitively to receive 
the money allowed by the Tribunal; but as it 
was a prefent made in the name of the Queen, 
and could not be returned, he ordered it to be 
paid to me.

During our abode at R i o  d e  J a n e i r o ^  feveral 
Britiih ihips bound to the South Seas came into 
that port, when leave having been given to any 
one of us to embark in any ihip in which we 
could obtain a paifagc, Mr. Murchifon, the 
Mate, fufpeiling that the convoy would be de­
layed long in Brazil, and have a long paffiige 
when it did fail, went on board one of them ; and 
about a month atterŵ ards, when we were on the 
point of going to fea, the Purfer entered on 
board another veiTel, alfo bound to the South 
Seas, As I had with fomc trouble prevailed on 
the mutineers to give that gentleman the (hip’s 
charter, and every other paper which bethought 
could be ufeful to the widow of the unfortunate 
Captain, I endeavoured to perfuade him to re­
main with us, becaufe I thought his prefence in 
England would be neceifary ; and to me it feem- 
ed impoffible, that a fhip bound to the South 
Seas could reach Europe before a convoy going 
immediately thither. A young man (James 
Maclcod) who left Britain as a foldier in the 
New South Wales Corps, but with his difeharge 
in his pocket, a problem which I cannot explain, 
?md one of the l a d i e s  bound to New South Wales,

T went
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went on the fame expedition, fo that his Ê wCel? 
lenCy, the Viceroy, had four lefs to provide for. ;i,.

About the 2,4th oi January laft, the fleet being  ̂
ready to fail, all thofe belonging to the Lady r 
Shore, myfelf excepted, were ordered to em- . 
bark; boats belonging to the Cuftom-houfe were <. 
provid,ed for them, and an officer charged to con- 
du(5l them to their refpedive ffiips. The boats 
M-ere drawn up at the landing-place near th? 
I âlace, and every one eprib r̂ked, except Enijgn 
Minchin, who .delayed it till the Jateil moment.
I happened to be walking on the wharf at the 
time, which he perceiving from the window of ̂  
the room where he had remained fliut up Jb fpng, |  
and confeious that he merited chaftifernent from 
niy hand, folicited from the Adjutant-General, 
and obtained an efcort tp condud him to the ; 
boat. Accompanied by two fuzileers and a-.- 
non-commiffioned officer, he croffed the parade 
amidft-the burifs of laughter of all who behel,4 
this extraordinary proceffion.

I «.'irXi
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CHAP. XXIII.

p i ^ c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  t o z m  o f  R i o  d e  J a n e i r o .  M i l t -

'  i a r y  e J la h l i f J j r n e n t  t h e r e . — U n c o m m o n ly  f i n e  m u la t t o

r e U m e n t  o f  m ilit ia .— P r o d u c e  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y .  U e -

' f e r i p t i o n
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f c r i p t l o n  o f  t h e  p o r t . — T h e  a u t h o r  f a i l s  f r o m  t h e n c e  

f o r  B a h i a  d e  T o d o s o s  S a n t o s . — M e e t s  w i t h  a n  ho-- 

n o u r a b lc  r e c e p t io n  f r o m  t h e  G o v e r n o r . — W r i t e s  to  

E n f g n  M i n c h i n . — T h e  e f f e f l  o f  h i s  l e t t e r .—M i n -  

c h i n  r e q u e f t s  to  h e  le f t  b e h i n d . — R e f  c u e s  D r u m ^  

rn o n d  f r o m  a n  a t t a c k  m a d e  u p o n  h in t  b y  P r a t e r  a n d  

f o t n e  o f  h i s  c o m p a n io n s .— L a u g h a b l e  a d v e n t u r e  

w i t h  a  t a y l o r . — H a s  a  f r a c a s  w i t h  a  P o r t u g u e f e  

g e n t l e m a n , — I s  a t t a c k e d  b y  a jfa JJin s  a t  n ig h t  t im e *  

— C h a r  a b l e r  o f  t h e  in h a b i t a n t s  o f  B a h i a  d e  T o d o s  os  

S a n t o s . — D e f e r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  p l a c e . — T h e  a u t h o r  

p r e v a i l s  w i t h  t h e  A d m i r a l  to  a l l o w  M i n c h i n  to  r e ­

m a in  b e h i n d . — S i n g u l a r  t h e f t  on  b o a r d  o n e  o f  t h e  

f l j i p s  o f  w a r . — T h e  f l e e t  f a i l s  f o r  E u r o p e ^  a n d  a t - -  

f i v e s  a t  L ijh o n .

B e f o r e  I take leaVe of Rio de JdnierOy it 
incumbent on me to fay a few words concerning 
ithe place, and alfo of the Portuguefe fleet. 

liThe town is well built, bufy, conflderably 
large, and furrounded by gentlemen’s feats and 

k;gardens. The palace is large, commodious, 
^f'jand magnificently furniflied ; the fireets are re- 

75 markably well paved, but never lighted; the 
shouies art generally good, but have, for the 

moil: part, lattice windows ; and there are a pfo-». 
i&digious number of rich churches. The vaft 
7)7 influx of trade renders fome of the inhabitants 
 ̂ T 3 extremely
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extremely opulent; and an air of plenty ap- 
pears throughout the whole. The amufements , 
are chiefly confined to the opera, for which; 
they have a fmall theatre; but private focieties; 
are very engaging. The people are not, how- 
ever, fo hofpitable as in fome other places, par­
ticularly R io  G r a n d e - , but they arc not morofe, 
and treat their negroes remarkably well, many i 
of whom at an early age are enabled to purchafe}
their freedom.

The women here are by no means patterns of 
chaftity ; and thofe of the clafs of courtezans 
are remarkably extravagant in the prices they 
demand for their favours, twenty and even a 
hundred half joes being no uncommon prefent. 
Among the fingularities of the place we may 
enumerate the frec[uent, or rather inceifant ufe 
of baths of tepid water. Whether this gives 
rife to any peculiar difeafe I leave to phyiicians 
to determine, but two pretty extraordinary ones| 
almoit univerfally prevail here. Thefe are* 
fwellings of the legs, which fometimes arrive 
at vail magnitude, and h y d r o c e le s  of ailoniihing 
bulk ; both are at times, but not conilantly, at­
tended with violent pain, and the latter not un— 
frequently defeends below the knee.

The military eilabliihmcTit of the town of 
R i o  d e  J a n e i r o  confiils of two fquadrons of very 
fine dragoons, which ferve as a guard to the

Viceroy,

1̂.
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Vicei*oy, two regiments of regulars, and à bat­
talion of artillery, who, though far better in 
appearance than thofe in Portugal, are not to 
be compared to the militia. Thefe confiil, be- 
lides whites  ̂ of a black and a inuÎatto regiment ; 
and the laif, in appearance, exceeds any thing I 
have feen. At prefent, howevef, they are ho­
liday foldierSi and almoft without difcipline ; 
but a hard campaign or two would, in all pro­
bability, make them good troops. It muft: be 
remarked, that the mulatto militia are all men 
of fome property, and drefs at their own ex­
pence ; they wear light blue, with red facings, 
and gay fpangle filver lace, which gives them a 
remarkable fliowy look.

The reafon why the regiments of Colour are 
fo much mote fplendid than the whites is owing 
to this circumftance ; the whites are a promif- 
cuous aiTemblage of a l l  the males, poor and 
rich, whereas the others coniift only of fuch as 
are rich enough to have been able tO purchafe 
their own freedom ; beiides, when once free, 
they, through fuperior induflry, acquire indé­
pendance much quicker than the others.

The principal produce of the country is cot­
ton, coffee, dyeing woods, fugar, hides, gold, 
and tobacco. With thefe they load a hundred 
and fifty, or two hundred fhips, which ufed to 
rendezvous yearly at B a h i a  d e  T o d o s  os S a n lo s ^

T 4 and
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and from thence continue their voyage to Pof- 
tugal; but now they are divided into feparate 
fquadrons, one of which fails every three months, 
Befides thefc articles of commerce, there are a 
few diamonds ; but not fo good as the oriental 
ones, from which chemifs affert they diifcr,in not 
being inflammable; chryftal is alfo produced 
here, of very great bulk and beauty; and fur- 
nifhes the optician with the very befl: lenfes for 
fpedtacles. There is lik'ewife a fpecies of cot­
ton, which, from its filky appearance, is called 

f i l k  c o t t o n ; but its fcarcity excludes it from com­
merce; and, though it might certainly be raifed 
in any quantity, the lazinefs of the inhabitants 
proves an infupcrable bar to its cultivation. 
Fruit is remarkably plentiful here, though not 
at R i o  G r a n d e  \ but, in return, horfes are fcarcc 
whereas, as has already been feen, there they 
abound.

The port lies a confldcrable diflance inland ; 
the channel is flrongly defended by iilands which 
are well fortified, and is in many places fo nar­
row that a cannon-fliot will reach acrofs; in 
fiiort, if well defended, I deem it impoffible for 
an enemy to enter it.

The harbour is large enough to hold all the 
ihips in Europe; and in it, oppofite to the town, 
is a largeifland,called///6i?r/<.^/(?j'which ferves 
f o r  a fate prifon ; the fortifications upon it are

of
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of confiderable ilrength, and might be made im  ̂
pregnable ; the pailage from hence to the town 
is allowed to one ferry-boat only, and it is bc- 
iides guarded by faldiers. No acccfs is allowed 
to ftrangers, though fomc of our enterprifing 
Engliihmen, with their ufual ingenuity, contri­
ved to viiit it a c c o r d i n g  to  la - iv .

I did not embark for f3me days atfer the reft. 
As I had now loft rny friend Iftack, our compa­
ny was reduced to myfelt, the boy Richards, 
and my fervant. I the more lamented his depar­
ture fince, on account of his fkill in navagation, 
he was highly eftcemcd by all the Portugucfe 
Officers, particularly by Captain Thompfon and 
the C h e v a l i e r  d e  D r o c o u r t ^  Captain in that navy, 
a Commander of the order of Malta, and late 
Aid-dc-Camp to the celebrated Count d’Eftaing. 
From what thefe gentlemen fiiid, I am convin­
ced that he might have obtained very rapid pro  ̂
motion in the Portuguefe fervice, if his incli­
nation had led him to ftay there.

I embarked on board her Majefty’s ftftp the 
UlylTes, on the firft of February, and failed the 
fame day, with a fquardron of fltips of w’ar, 
commanded by Rear Admiral F r a n e i j e o  d e  

P a u l a  L e it C y  and the convoy, though we did 
not arrive at B a h i^ i  d e  P o d o s  os S a n to S y  till the 
third of April. Notwithftanding our tedious 
paiTage, we reached our port eleven days be­

fore.
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fore the Convoy; this quicker difpatch 
owing to our having met with the misfortune 
of running down one of the merchant ihips at 
fea, which we were obliged to efcort to the 
place of her deftination without delay.

From the day of my arrival the Govenor 
had given me a houfe, and a general invitation 
to his table; ails of politenefs which I had 
uniformly received‘during my journey. With 
the reft of the convoy, Eniign Minchin arri­
ved, and as I now confidered myfelf abfoived 
from the promife I had made of not attacking 
him in R i o  d e  J a n e i r o ,  I did every thing in my 
power to induce him to give me a meeting. 
Unwilling that he ihould difgrace the name of 
a Britiih ofheer, I imagined that the readieft 
way to induce him to think of his fjtuation was 
to paint its horrors out to him. I accordingly 
wrote him the following letter:

“  S i r ,

F l a t t e r i n g  myfelf with a hope 
that the time you have had for refle(ftion, 
and that the forlorn ftate into which the black 
ingratitude of your condud: to me has plun­
ged you, will have convinced you of your 
error, I again folicit you to do away, in as 
much as you can, the injury which you at­
tempted to do me at the very moment in

” which
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which I protected you from infult, and ren­
dered you various fervices. Wearing, as yon 
do, the uniform of a crowm to which I am 
and ever ihall be devoted, I could wiili «̂t 
leail that you would fupport the reputation 
of a man.

You cannot have forgot, while you lived 
with me in the habits of intimacy, while you 
courted my fociety and my advice, and w'hile 
you entrenched yourfelf behind me iiom dan­
ger, you dared fecretly to aim at my dcifruc- 
tion, and to contradid papers which you had 
before iigiied. The gallant oiheer, (Pnilip 
Hancorne, Efq. Major-General of the Ef- 
quadra,) to whom you addreffed yourfelf, as 
well the Commanding Admiral, to whom 
he reported the tale you bafely told, f o r . 

THAT ACT held you in deteftation, and 
neither of them would fee you more; even 
the Viceroy of Brazil> equally unacquainted 
with yourfelf or me, fo perfectly defpifed the 
treafon you committed, that he loaded me 
with ads of kindnefs and diftindion, while 
he left you and Mrs. Minchin to lodge with 
the interpreter, and to eat at the fame tabic 
with a woman common to the whole race of
man.
“ Let me call to your rccolledion. Sir, that
you are of a nation, (Ireland,) whofe Tons

are
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are diiHnguiihed for courage; drâ v not ori 
them a difgrace to which they will be very 
fcnfible, and which will make them execrate 
all who bear your name: be gallant then for 
once, and give me the meeting to which I 
have fo juft a claim. The more to induce 
you to comply with my requeft, I promife, 
by every thing facred, that if you give me 
a rendezvous, from that moment  ̂ on my 
part, all animofity fhall ceafe; but if you 
continue to refufe to fee me, and to fereen 
yourfelf from my juft vengeance, by fhutting 
yourfelf up as you did at Rio de Janeiro, I 
will expofe you by every poftiblc means on 
your return to Europe. If it is the fear of 
offending the law’s of the country, or any 
other etiquette, that prevents you from ac­
cepting the arrangement, ftill the bufinef  ̂
may be dotic, and the guilt, (if there is any,) 
attach to me alone ; you have only to ap­
pear publicly; I w’ill attack wherever I fee 
you, wTre it even at the right hand of God ! 
Surely you may defend yourfelf.

“ I am. Sir,
\

Your obedient humble fervant.
J .  G. S. L i s l e . ’*

St. Salvador Lodura de Mi/ericordey 
Ap r i l , 1 7 9 8 .

** h n f i g n  M i n c h h i y  on  b o a r d  t h e  I n v i n c i b l e d '
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The receipt of this epiftle, far frotn rouiing 
him to vindicate his honour, only induced him 
to confine himfelf as clofely to his iliip, as he 
had done to his lodgings at R i o  d e  J a n e i r o  ; nor 
did I ever fee him till we were on the point of 
failing. He then fent the Mailer of the veiTel, 
jn which he was, to our Rear-Admiral F r a n c i f e o  

d e  P a u l a  L e i t e ,  to folicit his leave to remain be­
hind ; his pretence being that he was fo afflided 
with the feurvy that his life would be endanger­
ed by purfuing his voyage.

During our ilay at B a h i a  I principally fpent 
my time with the military, or at the houfe of an. 
eminent merchant named Liiboa, a gentleman 
whofe doors are open to every ilranger of de­
cent appearance; and where there is at all times 
a large and good fociety. I likewife frequently 
faw the Count Barbaiini, Governor of the pro­
vince of M i n a s ,  fo called from the mines there, 
W'ho, with his lady and family, had come in 
the Admiral’s iliip from R i o  d e  J a n e i r o ,  To 
this nobleman the Governor gave frequent/i’/c.f, 
to all which I had the honour of being invited; 
in ihort, the utmoil harmony fubfiiled between 
them, for both were accompliihed liteiary cha- 
raders. With them I too ailifted at a very 
grand ceremony performed annually here, upon 
a holiday whofe name I have forgotten. On
that day the Governor, attended by all the

principal
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principal nobility, vifits all the churches; when 
fuch was the profuiion of riches I favv, that even 
in a country where gold and diamonds are the 
natural produce of the foil, I ihould hardly have 
thought fuch quantities could have been col- 
Iccfed in one place, and for one purpofe, that 
of adorning the images in the churches.

Every where as I walked through the .ilreets 
the llrong and lufly appearance of the negroes 
forcibly ilruck me. 1 learnt that they came 
from a part of Africa different from thofe ufual- 
]y imported ; and that their treatment far ex  ̂
cceded even what they received at R io  de Ja ^
n e ir o .

Mr. Drummond had taken his paifageinoneof 
the merchant veifels of the convoy ; and on his 
arrival I found that he was very indifferently ii- 
iuated both in point of accommodations and pro- 
vifions. I therefore, having obtained the Cover-. 
nor spermiffion for himto remain on ihore,invited 
him to my houfe, and he reiided with me during 
my flay. Having a (pare apartment, I gave it to a 
loldier, whofe conduct had been more to my 
iatisfaeflion than any of his comrades, and whofe 
wife, a decent woman, and whofe infant child 
feemed almoil worn out with remaining fo long 
on board.

While we were here, Prater prevailed on fome 
perfon to advance him about twenty pounds.

Drummond

to
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Drummond, hearing this, thought it the beft 
time to recover a trifling debt the other owed 
him j he accordingly went to a billiard-room, 
where he was, with fome mailers of merchant­
men, to demand the money, and a h^uabblc 
enfued. It was about funfer, and I was taking 
my evening’s walk, when palling the door of 
the houfe, I heard a noife, and could eafily dif- 
tino-uiih the voices of Drummond and Prater. 
I looked in, and faw Prater, with a rabble of 
his companions, all beating Drummond with 
q u e u e s  and other weapons, and endeavouring to 
drive him down flairs ; while the mafler of the 
houfe, a little dwariiih fellow, attacked him 
with a fword. I immediately alTailed this bur- 
lefque imitation of man, and giving him a 
hearty kick in the belly, difarmed him; I then 
attacked the other combatants, and without lofs 
of time, or diflindion of perfons, cleared the 
place of them, and refeued Mr. Drummond. 
The guard having been called upon by the inha­
bitants of the houfe, I told them to return, and 
to inform their Captain that I iliould myfelf call 
upon him, and explain the bufinefs; I went in 
a little time, and ŵ as thanked for my pains.

Another laughable adventure befel me here ; 
a taylor whom I had employed to do fome w ork 
for me, had delayed fo long, that I was appre-
henfive left we might be called upon to embark

before
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before he had done. I in vain fpoke ro him; 
till at length I fent the boy Richards to bring 
the cloth, hniihed or not, which he did, with­
out delay, to the great difplcafure of the taylor. 
Next morning early, before I was out of bed, 
the taylor came to defirc I would let him finiih 
the things; and, as I fpoke to him rather fharp- 
ly about his neglecfi:, he took upon himfelf to 
give rne a great deal of abufe. Enraged at be­
ing difturbed by fuch language from fuch a vi- 
fitant, I jumped out of bed, feized a cane, and 
made after the offender, who fled with great 
nimblenefs into the flreet, whither, with no­
thing on but a pair of flippers, I purfued him. 
The chace was long ; for though he was never 
quite out of my reach, I was not able to get a 
blow at him ; at length he found ihelter, and I, 
for the firil time during the piirfuit, recollected 
that I was naked. I need hardly add that my 
retreat was as fpeedy as I could make it.

Thefe trifling adventures I Ihould not have 
thought worth relating, were it nor, as will 
hereafter be fecn, that they led to ferious confe- 
qucnces, though I may chiefly attribute many 
unplcafant things to an affair which I yet know 
not how I could have avoided. It ŵ as as 
follows ;

At a route given at a gentleman’s houfe, 
where were prefent all the officers and inhabi-
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ftants of diilinclion, a converfation was intro­
duced about the invaiion of England then 
threatened by the French. A Colonel of in­
fantry enquired of the C h e v a l i e r  d e  D r o c o u r t  what 
was his opinion of the probable fuccefs of fuch 
a plan, fuppoiing the attempt to be made ; the 
Chevalier replied, that the fuperiority of the 
Britiih fleet would baffle any attempt of that 
nature; befldes, fliould any accident enable 
them to land, they would find a very warm re­
ception, for that, independent of the troops of 
the line, there was an immenfe body of militia, 
fencibles, and volunteers, which altogether 
formed one of the finefl: armies in the world. 
A gentleman who flood near us, and whom I 
had never feen before, immediately faid, in For- 
tuguefe, “ The Englifli troops are worth no-

thing! nothing 1II**
Such a declaration in the prefence of a man 

whom he knew to be a Briton, was, to fay no 
worfe of it, indecent, and fuch as I could not 
pafs without notice ; but there being not only a 
great number of ladies in. the room, but the 
Admiral under whom I failed, befldes fome 
other General Officers, I was obliged to fufpend 
my vengeance for a few moments. Had I taken 
the advice of fome of my friends I had let the 
affront pafs with impunity, as the gentleman 
was the p r o t é g é  of one of the Miniflers at Lifbon.

U  I very
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I very Toon, however, found an opportunity to 
give him all the mortification fuch infolence de- 
ferved ; but, though my conduA on this occa- 
iion was generally applauded, fomc of thofe 
higheil in rank felt themfelves difpleafed. They 
were hurt that I lliould dare to reduce a Por- 
tugueze gentleman to fuch a iiate of humility ; 
and though the Rear-Admiral never noticed 
the bufinefs to me, I learnt that he was highly 
difpleafed. He even took the advantage of his 
privileged iituation, and behaved on another 
occafion with a rudenefs that fhould not long 
have gone without the chaftifement it merited, 
had not prudence prevented me. I however 
hinted to him that on our arrival in the Tagus, 
where we fhould once more be upon an equal 
footing, I would fpeak to him in a plain and 
eflecdual language.

The firfi: ferious inconvenience my impru­
dence brought upon me, was an attack with an 
intention to murder. The plan w-as not fo pri­
vately laid but that it came to the knowledge of 
Mr. Drummond and my fervant ; by him it 
was communicated to me. At firft I treated it 
as a trifle ; but one night Drummond having 
been followed by miiiake for me, I looked upon 
it in another light. In this country the negroes 
are the aiTafîins, and in the execution of their 
hcllifli bufinefs they ftrip themfelves naked,

they
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they then furround their vidlim, and from fome 
of them he feldom fails to receive a mortal 
wound. The villains are fure to efcape, for 
fuch is their adtivity and the lubricity of their 
fkins from the oil with which they befmear 
themfelveSj that it is next to impoflible to lay 
hold of them.

It happened one evening after the intimation 
had been given me of their deiign, that I was 
going to viiit a lady, and that 1 might at lead 
have one afiiftant at hand, Mr. Drummond ac­
companied me. When I arrived at her door 
he left me, and I went in. In a moment the 
lady, with the utinoft earnednefs, intreated me 
to be going, as her houfe was befet by aiTaffins, 
whom ihe fufpedled were looking for me. I 
run to the balcony, hoping that Drummond 
might not be gone very far; I called to him, 
bnit in vain; I therefore immediately departed 
with my fword under my led arm, but not 
drawn. I walked for fafety in the middle of 
the dreet, and was within a few yards of home 
when jud as I was entering the dreet where I 
lived, called ^ h e  L a d e i r a  d e  M e f e r ic o r d e y  on a 
fudden I beheld fome’negroes gathering round 
me. I put myfelf in a podure of defence, and 
endeavoured to gain a wall, but before I could 
effed: my purpofe, a negroe came behind and 
gave me a dight wound. Mr. Drummond,

U 2 who
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who had not yet got home, hearing the noife, 
came to my aihftance, but I had already dif- _ 
perfed the aflailins. Fortunately my wound was 
fo flight as not even to confine me to my houfc, 
nor had my enemies the plcafurc of knowing 
that I was hurt.

Here among other advantages I met with 
the Governor General of A n g o h y  a man beloved | 
wherevei -̂he is known ; he w as on his return ,| 
from Africa to Lifbon, and had come to B a h i a  

d e  T o d o s  os S a n to s y  that he might be under the 
proteifiion of the convoy. This amiable Gene-j  ̂
ral had in his fuite Dr. A z e r e d o y  a native of R i o  1 
d e  J a n e i r o y  who, with his brother, had fome  ̂
few years before fiudied phyfic at Edinburgh j 
the firft two Brazilians who have ever been edu­
cated at a coilege in Scotland.

The inhabitants of B a h i a  arc exceedingly hof- 
pitable, remarkably gay, and pafiionately ad-  ̂
diefied to gambling ; they drefs w ith more taftc 
and richnefs than in any town 1 had feen; their 
linen is, as I have obferved of R i o  G r a n d e y pe­
culiarly fine and white. They live in a mofi: 
fociable and plcafant manner, but whenever 
they meet, cards are introduced as a matter in- 
difpcnfable. Some very fumptuous dinners are 
given, and at every table the greateil variety of 
Iwcctmeats arc ferved ; this is the more eafily 
done, as there fugar is equally cheap and good̂ .

and.
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1 and their fruits not lefs abundant than deli- 
i Clous,

The town (lands on the declivity of a hill fo 
fleep that the communication between the upper 

j and lower part is difficult. The lower part is 
i bufy, full of \Varehoufes and ffiops ; it is reck- 
I oned v̂ ery unhealthy, and therefore the elegance 

of the place is chiefly to be feen in the upper 
part. There is a neat but fmall dock-yard, 
where ihips of every fort are excellently well 
built'; in particular moil of the ihips employed 
in the Brazil trade are built here or at R i o  d e  

J a n e i r o ,  The view of the bay from the town is 
beautiful, and at the back upon the height rs 
an indifferent fort, once taken by the Dutch, 
and kept by them for fome ihort time. The 
adjacent country is charmingly laid out in cuU 
tivation and gardens, among which a great 
number of elegant country-feats arife, and give 
an air of gaiety and population to the feene.

Nlinchin, notwithilanding his p r u d e n c e ^  one 
day fell in my way, and had certainly no great 
reafon to boaft of his good fortune ; notwith- 
flanding, when the Rear-Admiral refufed to 
liilen to his requeft of Baying behind, he made 
application to me. I took Dr. A z e r e d o  to vifit 
him, and though he declared that his cafe was 
no way dangerous, I prevailed with the Admi­
ral to grant him permiffion to flay,

U The
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The P r i n c e f f a  d a  B e i r a ^  a ]ine-of-battle ililp, 
commanded by Commodore D i e g o  d a  P i v a ^  and 
belonging to our fquadron, fprung a leak, when 
we were about to put to fea, this circurriftance 
delayed us a confiderable time,' for the leak 
being near her keel, every thing was obliged to 
be taken out, an event fortunate for the Court 
of Portugal and our Commodore. On moving a 
cheft of gold, of which there were three on board 
of immenfe value, it was difcovered to have 
been broke into, and on examining, fome in- 
confiderable part was miffing. Had it not been 
for the circumftance of the leak, this cheif, in 
all probability, would have arrived at Liibon 
e mpty.

Some little time before our departure from 
B a h i a  d e  T o d o s  os S a n t o s , while I was confined to 
my hoLife by indirpofition, a Portuguefe ihip 
from Bengal bound to Liibon arrived in that 
harbour, on board of which came a paiTenger, 
Mr. Stewart. The officers of the fleet who went 
on board that fliip as fhe came into port, men­
tioned my name to him, and that I was in 
town; they, as himfelf told me, fpoke fo hand- 
fornely of me that he felt a deiire to fee me. 
Pie landed the fame day, and went to the houfe 
of an eminent merchant (Mr. Lifboa,) where 
I was particularly intimate ; he enquired after 
me in that houfe, and every individual of the

family
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family iliid fo much in my favour, that his wiili 
to fee me encreafed. It happened that while 
they ŵ ere talking on my fubject I fent a melTen- 
ger there on fome bufinefs, and Mr. Stewart 
being informed of it, direded my melTenger to 
tell me, that if I w'as able to come out he would 
be glad that I would dine at Mr. Liiboa’s ; that 
it would give him pleafure to be of fervice to 
me, and he would furniai me with any money I 
might have occafion for. 1 fent a fervant back 
to tell him, that 1 would certainly dine where 
he wa«, and that had I been dreifed I w’ould 
then have paid him a vifit ; upon this he 
came with my fervant to me, and in perfon 
repeated the meifage he had before fent. As 
i  was no more within the reach of the good 
Admiral Antonio Januario de Valle, and hav­
ing, on account of my long and unexpeaed de­
tention here occafion for a few guineas, I ac­
cepted from Mr. Stewart the loan of about 
twenty pounds. This money he lent me, and 
would have lent me as much more, mierely from 
the reputation which my condudf, during the 
eight months which I had been in Brazil, had
acquired me.

In the mean time a packet arrived from 
d e  J a n e i r o  on her way to Europe, and by her I 
wrote a detailed account of the mutiny on board 
the Lady Shore to his Grace of Portland, pro-

U 4 mifing
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miiing t o  attend his commands at Lifbon. Thft 
letter was enclofed to his Excellency the Britiih 
Envoy at that place, to whom I propofed to 
furrcnder, and was by him forwarded to the 
Duke.

Mr. Stewart had been introduced by me to 
the Governor-General, from w'hom I now foli- 
cited a paiTage for him and myfelf in the 
packet, ŵ hich we both much wiihed for, to 
avoid the delays naturally incident to a convoy. 
But owing to fome vague reports brought from 
India by the fhip in which Mr. Stewart came, 
refpedling a probability of hoflilities between 
Britain and Portugal, our requeft was refufed. 
His Excellency having been much irritated by 
force vexatious circumflanGes which had juil oc­
curred, expreifed his difapprobation of my re- 
queil in fomewhat violent terms; thefe I was 
raih enough to refent in a manner that might 
have occafioned an irreparable breach with a 
lefs amiable charader ; but that excellent no­
bleman, whofe refentment never extended be­
yond the moment oi heat, not only forgave me, 
but that very evening invited me to his box in 
the theatre.

After Mr. Stewart’s apparently generous con- 
dudf, I naturally held him in fome eftimation, 
thinking that 1 alfo poiTefTed his good opinion, 
.̂*̂ 5 one, I know not who, having ac­
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àuaînted him with my difgrace in England, he 
fo condu(5led himfelf, that if we had not imme­
diately failed he would have had fome caufe to 
repent hi$ illiberality.
• Such was the return he made for my having 
embroiled myfelf with my beft friend, the Go­
vernor General ! This was the man, my com- 
plaifance for whom tempted me to throw my­
felf into a poiition of reiiftance againit the rc- 
prcfentative, the kinfman of Majefty ! and when 
anger, at the indignities offered me by this 
oriental muihroom, extorted from me a letter 
the didates of paiTion ! t h i s  was the man who 
could coply fend it to the Intendant of Police 
in Portugal, from whom I afterwards received 
it among other papers.

If it may be allowed a man who has feen al- 
moil ail the world, and been an attentive ob- 
ferver of what he has feen, to judge, Brazil is 
the richeft country in the world ; for though 
fome may more abound in particular commo­
dities, none produces in fuch plenty every thing 
neceifary for life. Of the articles ufually ex­
ported I have already fpoken; but in my excur- 
iions into the country (and the Portuguefe al­
low that no European ever faw fo much of it,) 
I found it vaitly richer than I expeded. The 
beft and moft various kinds of timber abound 
here, and of thefe I carefully colleded and pre-

ferved
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iervcd famplcs. Thofe ufed for furniture and 
ilnp-buiîding are very hard and durable ; and 
the opinion of the befl informed Portuguefe is, 
•ihat without arrogating any fuperiority of va­
lour and feamanihip to their faiîors, no Britiili 
ihip could cope with one of theirs of equal 
force, owing to the fuperior ftrength of the 
timber; in this opinion i, however, do not 
coincide with them.

On or about the lil of June we failed from 
Brazil with a convoy of one hundred and fifteen 
fail, moil of them very large il:iips ; and after a 
tedious paffage, during which nothing material 
occurred, we reached the river Tagus on the 
§th September, 1798. On entering the har­
bour, and before I difembarked, an opportu­
nity offering, 1 difpatched a fécond letter to 
the Duke of Portland, recapitulating what 1 
had before written, concerning the mutiny, and 
mentioning my intention of awaiting his Grace’s 
commands at Liibon.

CHAP. XXIV.

^ I'be 6 W th o r a r r i v e s  a t  L i jh o n y  w r i t e s  io  i b c  M i n i j i e r s ,  

a n d  o f fe r s  i o J u r r e n d e r  h i m f e l f . — I s  a r r e j î e d ,—A p -~  

p l i e s  to  t h e  C o n f u l - G e n e r a l  f o r  M a d e  i r a  y w h o  c a n  

d ’ t a i n  no f a t i s f a l t o r y  a n j w e r f r o m  t h e  I n t e n d a n t  o f
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P o l i c e , — H e  l e a r n s  a t  l e n g t h  t h a t  h i s  c o n fin e ^  

m e n t  i s  o z v in g  to  t h e  q u a r r e l s  in  B r a z i l — I s  

J u d d e n l y  r e m o v e d  a t  m id n ig h t  to  a  h o i i je  a t  

B e l e m . — I s  J e n t  on  h o a r d  a  J h i p . — S o m e  ac-^ 

c o u n t  o f  t h e  c i t y  o f  L i / b o n ,  a n d  o f  t h e  m a n n e r s  

■ o f  t h e  P o r t u g u e f e .— P 'h e  P o r t i i g u e f e  a r m y  m i--  

f e r a h l y  b a d . — P h e  a u t h o r  f a i l s  f o r  G i b r a l t a r .— 
U n a b le  to  r e a c h  t h a t  p o r t ,  t h e y  m a k e  I ’a n g i e r .— 
I V i t h  a  L i e u t e n a n t  a n d  f o m e  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  t h e  

D o r o t h e a ,  t h e  a u t h o r  g a i n s  G i b r a l t a r . — L h e  n a r - .  

r o w  e f c a p e  o f  C a p t a in  G r e y  a n d  h i s  l a d y .

T h E moment I arrived in the T a g u s , I wrote 
to the Britifh Minifter at Liibon, appniing him 
of my arrival, and that I was come with the in­
tention of furrendering myfelf to him, begging 
him, at the fame time, to appoint an hour when I 
might have the honour of waiting upon him. 
He returned me a polite anfwer, and purfuant 
to my requeft fixed an hour for my vifit. He 
received me with much civility, and on my re­
peating my offer to furrender, declined taking 
charge of me ; he told me, that he had received 
my difpatch, which he had forwarded, but had 
not yet been informed of any determination of 
his Court on my fubjedf, and that this was an 
affair too delicate for him to interfere in with­
out pofitive inftrudiions,

I now
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I now felt the ill cfficils of the bfoüs Î had 
imprudently engaged in before I left Brazil ; 
though I could hardly have imagined that^^’w- 
i k m e n  would have taken vengeance in fuch a 
manner. When I parted from the BritiÎh 
Envoy I went and prefented my letters of re­
commendation to fuch of the Portiiguefe Mi- 
niilers as they were addrefled ; I then went to a 
hotel, to which Î had been recommended, in­
tending to take up my refidcnce there till the 
determination of the Britifh Court ihould be 
know’n. I had been in Lifbon only a few days 
when I was defired to go to the dock-yard, 
where I was told that the Commiflioner (a 
Rear-Admiral) wanted me. I attended as I was 
direifed, and to my great furprife was told,
that at the inifance of the Minifter of Marine«
and the Britifli Envoy 1 was to be fent to the 
C a ftc U o  d e  S t .  J o r g e ^  where, however, I was 
to be treated in every refpccl as a gentleman.

This intelligence could not but excite my 
furprife; I had not long left Mr. Walpole, who 
feemed very differently difpofed, and I was not 
lefs confeious ot having done nothing that could 
merit fuch treatment from the Government of 
Fortugal ; I ncverthelefs obeyed the order, 
though I could npt reconcile the idea that Mr. 
Walpole, after what he had faid to me, ihould 
have demanded my arreilation. în this Bate

of
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o f  uneafinefs and fufpenfe 1 addrefled m yfeif  to  
Charles  M u rray ,  E fq .  C on fu l-G en e ra l  from his 
B r i tan n ic  Majeify at the  M adciras ,  a m an  whoib 
r e p u ta t io n  for benevolence ,  and  whofe confe-  
q u en ce  in the  w orld  p o in ted  h im  ou t  to  m e as 
t h e  m o f t  l ikely  perfon  to  o b ta in  an a c co u n t  o f  
the  t ru e  caufe o f  m y im p r i fo n m e n t .

I n  the  m ean  t im e  my fe rvan t  and li tt le  R i c h ­
ards  lea rn t  m y i i tu a d o n ,  w hen  the  fo rm er  fled 
for fear ; b u t  th e  la t te r ,  th o u g h  in  a f trangc 
co u n t ry ,  and u n d e r  fifteen years o f  age, de l i ­
vered  h im fe l f  u p ,  and  defired to  ihare my c o n ­
f inem ent .  H e  was accord ing ly  fent  to  th e  
Caftello de St, Jorge, b u t  w ith  a pofitive in ju n c ­
t i o n  to  b e  k e p t  apa r t  from me, and orders were 
a t  the  fame t im e  g iven ,  tha t  I fltould no t  be i n ­
fo rm ed  o f  his im p r i fo n m e n t .  I ,  however,  i m ­
m ediate ly  becam e acqua in ted  w ith  it,  and fen t  
for th e  G o v ern o r ,  who, at  m y earneft requeff* 
a l lowed h im  the  range  o f  the  caftle, on  m y  -pro- 
mife to  ho ld  no  c o m m u n ic a t io n  with  h im .

A fufficientiy p lentifu l  tab le  was found for 
me, and my lo d g in g s  were extremely good, b u t  
for above a week 1 cou ld  no t  ob ta in  my b a g ­
gage .  A t  len g th  m y t ru n k s  were fent to  -me, 
and, to my grea t  furpr ife ,  w i thou t  hav ing  
palled any exam ina t ion  th o u g h  they^ c o n ­
ta ined  m any  papers ,  yet a few im m ate r ia l  ones
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%vhich laid loofe in a bureau belonging to the 
hotel where I lodged were eagerly fcized and 
tranfmitted to M a n iq u e ^  the Intendant-General 
of the Police. I applied to every one I could 
think of to learn what was the caufe of iny im~ 
prifonment, and was told by all that it was at 
the rcqueft of Mr. Walpole and the M i n i f t e r  o f  

t h e  M a u n e  of Portugal ; in a few days, however, 
I received from the humane Mr. Murray a let­
ter in anfwer to that I have already mentioned 
to have fent him, of which the following is an 
extradl:

<<

L i sbon , Se p t e m b e r  i8 th ,  1 7 9 8 .  

As it appeared to me that
at prefent, you are hardly, nay unjuflly dealt 
by, being imprifoned here, without having 
committed any crime againft the laws of this 
country, and without even being told the 
reafon of your commitment, I refolved to 
comply with your requeft, I endeavoured to 
find out the caufe of that extraordinary pro­
ceeding, for your information.
“ To thispurpofe I called firit on Mr. Wal-

\

pole, his Majefty’s Envoy at this court, and 
had I found that it was at his defire, I fhould 
have aiked no further queftions ; but his 
Secretary alTurcd me, (for Mr. Walpole
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was in the country,) that it was not; that 
you had been with Mr. Walpole foon after 
your arrival from Brazil, offering to deliver 
yourfclf up to him to be fent home to Eng­
land, but that he, having no orders from 
home concerning you, had declined taking 
charge of you; all which the Envoy himfeif 
has iince confirmed to me.

I next went to the Conful-Gcneral’s office, 
and fpoke to the Secretary there ; Mr. God­
dard the Conful, being at prefent in England, 
who alfo affured me that nothing had ema­
nated from that office tending to induce your 
imprifonment; judging therefore that it muffi 
have proceeded from the Government of 
this country, and having fome buQncfs with 
his Excellency, D o n  R .o d r ig o  d e  S o u z a  C o u tin h O f  

Secretary of State for the marine, and fo­
reign dominions, in whofe department cog­
nizance is taken of all tranfadions from the 
Brazils, I called upon him the next mor­
ning, and took occalion to mention your fi- 
tuacion to him. He affiured me that her 
Majcfl-y had given no order whatever con­
cerning you ; that no complaint had come 
from the Brazils to this government againil 
you, fo that he fuppofed your confinement 
muft proceed from fome infinuation of the
Britiili Miniilcr; I affiured him that was not

the
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rhé café; then, faid hc, it muft be merely arî 
official affair of the Intendant of the Police  ̂
in which the Government takes no part. 
Being acquainted with Mr. Manique, the 
Intendant  ̂ I fpoke to hifn on the fubjecfl, but 
could get no fatisfaclory anfwer as to the 
immediate caufe of your imprifonment.
This letter at once opened my eyes, and as I 

had been lent to the C a f ie l lo  by the Commif- 
fioner of the dock-yard, I entertained very  
little doubt but that the whole had been a ma­
noeuvre of the g a l l a n t  Rear-Admiral F r a n e i j e o  

d e  P a u l a  L e i t e ^  to prevent me from calling him 
to account for his condueft at B a h i a  d e  T o d o s  os  

S a n to s y  which he perfectly well knew to be my 
intention. Among others, I applied to Major 
General G o m e%  F r e r e  d *  A n d r a d e  y a very diftin- 
guiihed foldier, who had ferved in Ruffia with 
much reputation, and is of one of the moil 
noble families in Portugal ; he reprefented my 
cafe to the Intendant, and foliciced my difr 
charge.

His Majeily*s Envoy, Mr. Murray, Mr. 
Crifpin, the Pro-Conful, alfo ufed their utmoft 
exertions to afeertain the caufe of my arreffi, 
but they were not able to learn any thing po- 
fitivc: however, after much folicitation,. the In  ̂
tendant, aihamed I fuppofe of his conduit, con- 
fented that little Richards ihould be lodged in
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the fame apartments which were allotted to me. 
About the fame time he likewife gave me up 
my papers, and among them, by miftake, as I 
imagine, the individual letter I had wrote to 
Mr. Stewart in B a h i a  d e  T o d o s  os S a n t o s .

At length, after much folicitation, he avowed 
that the caufe of my confinement was the vio­
lence of my behaviour in Brazil, and recapi­
tulated, with great accuracy, the adlions I have 
already related ; he further declared, that it 
was to p r e v e n t  m y  d o in g  m i f e h i e f  he could not 
confent to my being at liberty j but that I 
Ihould have no reafon to complain of my treat­
ment, and whenever Mr. Walpole chofe to fend 
me away, that I iliould have immediate permif- 
Con to depart.

During my imprifonment I had reprefented 
my cafe to the Duke of Portland, and defired 
of him that I might„be claimed: I likewife 
ihould imagine that Mr. Walpole did the fame; 
but before an anfwer could be received, M a ^  

n iq u e y  the Intendant of Police, prevented my re­
ceiving any benefit from the Court of London. 
Perceiving, as he might eaiily do, that the 
number of my friends increafed, and that it 
was probable my cafe might be properly repre­
fented to his Royal Highnefs the Prince of 
Brazil, with the fupport of a very powerful* in- ' 
tereil, he thought proper, without a moment’s

X notice.
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notice, to remove me from the C a jle l lo  d e  S f .  

J o r g e .

On the 5th of November, about twelve at 
night, as I was undreiling, I was waited upon 
by two perfons belonging to M a m q u e * s  office; 
they told me they were going to conduit me, at 
Mr. Walpole’s requeit, on board a iliip which 

"was already down the river, and would fail with | 
the niornrn^’s tide for a Britifh port. I 
ceived this intimation with the greateft plea- ' 
fure; I hurried on my cloths, and in a moment 
was ready to attend them. Two of the chaifes 
of the country were at the door, my baggage 
was fitted ; M a n iq i ie ^ ^  itQ XCX.2.vy ^ o t  into the car­
riage with me, one of his domeitics into the 
chaife with Richards, and we fet out. We 
were conduiled to the lower end of B e le t n y  about 
two leacrues diftant from the Caftle, and ar­
rived there about three in the morning; I was
carried to the houfe of M ^ J o a q i i i m  J o z e  d e  A h r e it ^  '■ 

Surveyor of the Cuiloms, who received me with 
great civility. He told me at firih, that in the 
courfe of an hour or two the fleet with which I 
was to ffiil would drop down the river; but 
after I had W’aited with him till day-light, he 
altered his tone, and told me that the fleet 
would not probably fail for a day or 'two; but 
rather than I ffiould return, he would accom- 

'modate me for that time with apartments in his 
. ' houfca
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houfe, provided I would promife to take no ad­
vantage of his confidence, but remain quietly 
in the rooms he ihould aifign me. In reply I 
aifured him, that he had nothing to apprehend 
from me, as no event could give me fo much 
pleafure as leaving a country where a wretch 
like M a n i q u e  was an abfolute fovereign, and 
fuffered to exercife his tyranny on any one who 
had not the good fortune to pleafe him in all his 
caprices; it was not, therefore, into fuch a 
country, but out of it, that I might be expedled 
to fiy. ^

I was immediately ihewii into a fuite of 
apartments, fmall, but very handfome; thefe 
\vere, for the prefent, to be my prifon, and I 
was ferved in a ilyle of elegance which ailoniih- 
ed me. I defired leave to write his Britannic 
JVIajefty’s Envoy, in whofe poifeiTion I had left 
fome papers abfolutely neceifary; for the fame 
jreafon I defired likewife to write to Mr. Mur­
ray, his Majefiy’s Conful-General for Madeira, 
of whofe kindnefs to me I have before made 
3Tientioh. Paper, pens, and ink, being brought 
to me, I wrote the letters, and comrriitted them 
to the care of my entertainer ; he told me he 
muft fend them to M a n iq u c y  who, he made no 
doubt, would forward them according to my 
defire.
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I had paired about eight days under this gen- 
tleman^s hofpitable roof, receiving c \ ( ^ r y  day 
marks of politenefs and attention, which ren­
dered my abode very pleafant, but without 
hearing from Mr. Walpole or* Mr. Murray. 
That they had been fent to Manique, the per­
petual good offices I was daily experiencing 
left me no room to doubt ; but the Intcndant 
I knew to be capable of any adl of cruelty or 
meannefs ; I therefore concluded that he had 
fupprefTed them, and that Mr. Walpole was as 
unacquainted with my removal as he had been 
with my arreif, to which they had proifituted 
his name; nor was I without fufpicions that 
they had now recurred to the fame impudent 
project.

While thefe reflexions occupied my mind I 
was fuddenly informed that the fleet was drop­
ping down, and that I muff prepare to embark ; 
I needed very little preparation, and in a few 
minutes was ready. My kind landlord gave 
me a lift of the ftores he had laid in for me, 
which were more than fuiheient for a much 
longer voyage than that I was about to rake ; 
then putting a paflport into my hand, he in­
formed me, that as there ŵ as no ihips going to 
England for fome time, M a n i q u e  had direXed 
him to put me on board one of the convoy go­
ing to Gibraltar. He aflured me, as w'as the
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facfl, that the accommodation provided for me 
was extremely good ; that the paiTage was paid, 
and that the mafter of the ihip was diredled to 
put me on board any veficl we might meet at 
fea bound for the Britiili Channel. This ex­
cellent man added, As you have neither heard 
** from Mr. Walpole nor Mr. Murray during 

the time you were at my houfe, it is poflible 
you may be unprovided with money fufficient 
for your prefent ufe, I will therefore advance 
you any fum I can aiford.’* I took a few 

pounds, and gave him a line to Mr. Murray, 
who, with his ufual goodnefs, immediately re­
paid M. D e  A h r e u ,

I now went on board. The convoy was under 
fail, and I never in my life felt more happinefs 
than at quitting a country wTere men may be 
deprived of liberty without being told why, 
without having committed any crime, and 
without being permitted to vindicate them- 
felves. My difputes in Brazil came not within 
the cognizance of n̂ Intendant of Police of 
Lifbon ; the government of that country admi« 
nifters the juftice of it, and to the Governor be­
longed the power of puniihing me if I had me­
rited punifhment; but that he had made no 
complaint is evident from the declaration of the 
Minifter of the Marine and Tranfmarine De­
partment to Mr. Murray, an extrad of whofe

X 3 letter
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letter to me has been already given. As M a - i  . 

n iq u e  knew nothing of me, it fhould feem that 
fome w e i g h t y  arguments had been made ufc of 
to him by fome of thofc g e n t le m e n  I had offended 
jn Brazil, and who there made an attempt to 
aflaffinate me. Whether he w'ho had the po- 
litenefs to declare to my face that ‘‘ the Englifh 
“ troops ŵ ere good for nothing!” and had 
learnt that I did not fuffcr fuch infolence to , 
pafs with impunity, joined his mite of infliience 
to injure me, he muff determine.

The air and climate of Portugal are well 
known for their falubrity and pleafantnefs, the 
weather' being feldom inconveniently hot in 
fumrner, nor is the winter ever fo cold as to 
require the-ufe of fires, fo that hardly fuch a 
thing as a fire-place is feen. Thp inhabitants 
are fo intolerably lazy, that it is no unufual 
matter to fee a parcel of lufty fellows fitting on 
the ground picking the vermin off each other; 
and their fuperftition furpaifes all imagination. 
The churches here are numerous and fine; in 
that of St. Antonio they fhew a ffone in which 
the holy man, as they believe, made the figure 
of the crofs with his finger: the marks of the 
chizzel are not, however, fo totally obliterated 
but that the impoffurc ffrikes the moft fuperfi- 
dal obferver.

for
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Portugal formerly was famous for its cnter- 
priiing navigators, but of late their fpiritfeems 
nearly cxtind. Literature never was at a high 
pitch in this country; a few poets were for­
merly found here, among whom C a m o e n s  bears 
the greatcft reputation; but for works of wit 
and humour we may in vain look among the li­
terary archives of Portugal. This fecms to be 
principally owing to the bufy intericrence of 
the church, which eternally is endeavouring to 
fmell nut herefy or impiety; and as few prieils 
can take a jeft, a writer who dared to make the 
world laugh, would (land in an awkward predi­
cament. The fame confeioufnefs of importance 
tempts them t o  intrude fpies into every private 
family, apradice that has not a little contributed 
to the referve and gloom that feems to pervade 
every houfe. Their habitual lazinefs is alfo 
another caufe of their jealoufy, for many of the 
ancient nobility being extremely poor, w’ere 
out-done in point of appearance by the mer­
chants, whofe origin nobody knew; they af- 
feded referve, and pretended to defpife thofe 
whom they had not the energy to imitate. The' 
peafantry, too, are fuch fervile dependants on 
the will of the lords, that their daughters, if 
handfome, were almoft fure to fall vidiins to 
the luft of the young nobility; and I fliould 
fuppofe that thefe youthful debauchees, not

X 4 Popping

V "

fs

Ji l l  I



T H E  L I E E  OE

flopping at rhefe low intrigues, would foon in­
vade the females of fuperior rank, which would 
be a fufficient caution to fathers and hufbands, 
whofe youth had been fpent in iimilar exploits, 
to trufl more to locks and bolts than to male 
continence and female chaility.

There are feveral theatres in Lifbon, one of 
v/hich is very fine, but no women are allowed 
to perform on the ilage; to fuppty their want 
they employ the moil delicate boys and young 
men, who, at the diflance of the boxes, are not 
to be diftinguifhed from women. This cuilom 
may pofiibly have given rife to an abominable 
vice, which is fhockingly frequent here.

There is a dock-yard which is faid to be very 
good, but I never faw it, except when I was 
weak enough to go there through the contri­
vance of M a n i q u e \  but certainly the fhips built 
there are extremely handfome wMi- n e w .  When 
they have been at fea a few years they, however, 
lofe their iliape, and become what the failors 
call h o g g e d , that is, inftead of forming a beau­
tiful curve, lowefl in the middle and higher at
the flem and ilern : the ends fall and the mid-\
die rifes, fo as to refemble, in fome degree, 
the back of a hog. This defedl I have heard 
attributed, with what juilice I know not, to the 
enormous weight of their guns j for though 
their iron is fo much better than ours, that,

from
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from the hammer marks I have fecn upon new 
guns, I have reafon to believe that they arc 
hammered after they are call, and they far fur- 
pafs in weight Britifh pieces of equal calibre ;
I think I do not exceed the truth when I eili- 
mate the difference of weight at one fourth.

The Portuguefe failors are by all nations al­
lowed to be expert in their occupation j thofe 
that I faw in the whole fquadron, and particu­
larly aboard hel* moil: Faithful Majeily’s ihip 
the Ulyifes, were fine ilout young men, re­
markably quiet and orderly. Their pay is 
good, and they are perfedlly happy in their iitu- 
ation, to which the greatefl attention is paid b y  

their ofiicers, feveral of whom are every way' 
qualified for fupporting their rank with mild- 
nefs, firmnefs, judgment, and dignity. Far 
different is the condition of their land forces. 
The only regiments I faw that were at all fit for 
fervice were two of infantry ; one was that 
which itill bears the name of La Lippe, the ce­
lebrated Field-Marihal and Captain-General of 
Portugal j the other was that of G o m e z  F r e r e  

d '  A n d r a d e ,  which is ftill better, and of its com­
mander I may with propriety fay, that no fer- 
vice can boaft of a more able officer. The other 
regiments of infantry that I faw were miferable 
in every refpeA, and only exceeded in point of 
wretchednefs by the cavalry, whofe appearance,

in
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i n  facft, would rather require Hogarth's pencil 
than my pen to convey an adequate idea of 
them. The enormous long fwords of this gro- 
tefque cavalry add not a little to the general 
oddity of their look; fuch is the length of thefc 
monftrous weapons, that they cannot be drawn 
ajt one motion by men of fmall or even mode­
rate flature. The ftrait fword is certainly far 
preferable to the crooked one on every account. 
The crooked fword being only fit for cutting, 
deprives the wearer of his beft mode of aifault, 
and is, to fay no worfe of it, a very ineffeclual 
weapon. The flrait blade, in order to give it 
all the advantage of which it is capable, ought 
to be fharp at the point as well as the edge, of 
fufficient flrength, and lo 7i g ;  ftillitmuft be pro­
portioned to the ilature of the man who is to 
wield it, and not like thofe of Portugal, fo long 
that the C a v a l i e r  can neither draw nor return it 
with cafe. # ■

As we paiTed the bar of Liibon I perceived 
that wc were under the convoy of his Majedy’s 
diip D o r o t h e a ^  and I feized the opportunity 
which offered of addreffing a few lines to her 
Commander to acquaint him in what manner 
I had been placed in one of the fliips under 
his command. In fad, my arreft at Liibon had 
become a common fubjed of converfation there; 
and many very refpedable charaders had be-
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irome friends, becaufe I had forced pride to re­
train itfelf within the bounds of good manners ; 
my letter to the Captain of the D o r o t h e a  was 
therefore a kind of a marine gazette extraordi­
nary. Our palTage was tedious, and the vyeather 
unpleafant; our fhip fprung the head of leer 
main-mail, which difabled her from carrying 
fail, and this occafioned us to fall far ahern of 
the reft of the fleet. When we made the mouth 
of the Gut of Gibraltar, we were unable to fol­
low the convoy through, and confequentl/ 
fleered for Tangier Bay, which we reached in 
the middle of the night. Soon after day-break, 
I was aftoniilied to fee the D o r o t h e a 's , boat with 
the Lieutenant and the Purfer come along-fide; 
they informed us that when the frigate firil made 
that land, they had gone on fliore to buy flock ; 
but the wdnd becoming more favourable, the 
frigate and convoy proceeded up the Gut and 
left them behind. They were in hopes that we 
were in a condition to venture the paflage with­
out convoy, as the wind vras fair, and the wea­
ther too boifterous to fuffer either gun-boats or 
the fmall privateers, which fwarm there, to at­
tack us ; but feeing cur difabled flate, and that 
the Mafter durfl not venture to fail without an 
cfcort, they returned to the town of Tangier, 
and I accompanied them. I there found that 
amiable and hofpitable character, Mr. Matra,

his
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his Majefly’s Conful-General for Morocco, and 
with him we fp.ent that day.

Lieutenant Down, being very apprehenfive 
that the Dorothea might fail from Gibraltar 
up the Mediterranean, determined, (for what 

not Britiili fcamcn do?J to leave the flock 
he had purchafed, and proceed next morning 
at day-break in his yav/1 for Gibraltar. I fo- 
liciLcd his leave to accompany him, w'hich he 
granted ; but as we were preparing to depart, 
we perceived his Majefly’s ihip E l  C o rfo y  with a 
French privateer, her prize, which had arrived 
during the night. I immcdiatly fuggeited to 
Lieutenant Down, that it might accommodate 
the Commander of E l  C o rjo y  and perfedly 
anfv/er our purpofe, iliould w'e offer to take 
charge of the prize and carry her to Gibraltar, 
The Lieutenant approved my plan, and inilant- 
iy propofed it to the Commander of E l  C o r--  

foy who was much pleafed to have the means 
of fending his prize into port without weak­
ening his fhip, and readily complied with our 
rcquefl. She was therefore delivered over to 
Lieutenant Down, with only four men be­
longing to E l  C o r fo . Thefe, with the Purfer, the 
nephew of the Vice-Conful, the boat’s crew% 
and myfelf, madp up the whole of his ilrength; 
we failed with a briilc weflerly breeze, and in 
a very feŵ  hours we reached the Rock, jufl as

the
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the Dorothea and her convoy got in. Ail the 
Spaniih gun-boats had come out to attack 
them; tYie Dorothea had been vigourouily af- 
failed, and Captain Grey, who, with his Lady, 
came paifengers in that ihip from Lifbon, had 
nearly loil their lives.

The Dorothea came to an anchor within /
Europa Point, while the gun-boats kept a hea­
vy and well-diredhed fire upon her. Captain 
and Mrs. Grey went into one of the barges to 
land, and juft as they puihed off from the fhip, 
one of the top-mafts was fhot away and fell 
fo near the boat that it almoft funk her; they 
however reached the fhore in fafety, though 
Gompleatly drenched.
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J  D i f c h a r g e d  f r o m  c o n f in e m e n t . — R x t r a o r d i n a r y  ex-^  
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ConfI l l - G e n e r a l . — R e f o l v e s  to  v s a i t  t h e r e  f o r  t h e  
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g a i e t y  o c c p jio n e d  b y  t h e  p r e j e n c e  o f  t h e  C o n j ü î s . - ^  

M o f q u e s . — G a t e s  o f  t h e  t o w n ,—A h j e ^  f a t e  o f  t h e  

J e w s , — C h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  M o o r s . — T h e i r  f u n e r a l s ,  

—M o o r i f i )  t r o o p s .— T h e i r  a r m s , — T h e i r  h o r f e s ,—̂ 
T h e i r  c a v a l r y . — R e m a r k  o n  h o r f e s '  b i t s . — T h e i r  

e v o lu t io n s .— S u r p r i f e d  t h a t  a n y  o n e  c o u ld  p e r f o r m  

t h e i r  m a n œ u v r e s  on  a  p l a i n  f a d d l e . — T h e  M o o r i j h  

tn o d e  o f  f l j o e i n g  h o r f e s .— T h e  a u t h o r  p r o c u r e s  a  

h o r f e  to  b e  f h o e d  in  t h e  ^ E u r o p e a n  f a f h i o n .—B a r b a ^  

TOUS m a n n e r  o f  f a f t e n i n g  h o r fe s  in  t h e  ( l a b l e .—- 
M a n n e r  o f  t r a v e l l i n g  in  B a r b a r y < ,

W E brought E l  C o rfo '%  prize fàfe into Gib­
raltar; and as Lieutenant Down went afhore 
before, we came to anchor, I fent a letter by 
him to General O’Hara, Governor of that gar- 
rifon. In this letter, which I had prepared at 
Tangier, when I did not expedl fo foon to reach 
Gibraltar, I had explained my fituation to that 
General; I had in faT given him a brief recital 
of the moil material events in which I had been 
involved iince I left England; and this I in­
tended to have fent by the earlieft opportunity.

I reached the Rock hovvever in a very unlucky 
moment ; for juft before our arrival a plot had 
been difeovered, which was faid to have for its 
objecl; the burning of the arfeiial : this occa- 
iioned a general alarm ; and ail order to appre­
hend all ftrangers and foreigners ; the latter of 
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\vhom were fent out of the garrifon, and fuch 
as were able, were compelled to ferve on board 
the fleet. By this judicious manœuvre, the 
gallant Earl St. Vincent converted the very 
feum of the earth into ufeful fubjcéls ; proving 
clearly, that, with a good commander, the 
worif of materials will make excellent foldiers 
or failors, provided difeipline and fubordina- 
tion be duly kept up. It is by no means my 
intention to derogate from the bravery of our 
Britifli feamen, whofe excellent conduct has at 
all times been a pattern to the world; yet 
thefe rufiians, fnatched from iliops, from flails, 
and from futtling-houfes, were made their com­
panions in glory ; and proved themfelves wor­
thy the honour of fighting by their fides,. 
What they might have done under an officer 
of a lefs decided charader than Earl St. Vin­
cent is hard to fay ; but they knew him to be 
brave, and that to difobey was to die ; to his 
firmnefs alone, therefore, his country owes 
thofc ads of valour performed by this motley
affemblage of outcafts.

I fhared the fate of other fuflerers, and was 
arfefled along with the nephew of the Britifli 
Vice-Conful, and feveral others, who like us 
were about to land. As I had already fent my 
letter to General O’Hara, I intended to have
waited patiently his anfwer, as in fad the ordi­

nary
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nary ceremony of obtaining permiilion to pro-
ceed to land, takes up, even in peaceable
times, fome hours; but the officers of the navy 
whom I faw there, informed me that as I was 
on board one of his Majefty’s ihips, I was at 
the difpofal of Earl St. Vincent  ̂ who muft do 
with me as he iliould think fit. By them 1 was 
told that it was believed that I belonged to the 
privateer, as I fhould naturally fuppofe, from 
the circumftance of my having been fecn upon 
her deck in an uniform which they did not 
know ; in fhort, I underffand my perfon ŵ as 
recognized by fome one who knew me, but who 
never dreamt of my being there as one of the 
perfons employed in bringing the prize into 
port, imagining, on the contrary, that I had 
joined the enemies of my country.

This news, I was told, had been carried to 
Earl St. Vincent, who, taking it to be true, 
was very juhly enraged at my fuppofed treafon, 
and ordered me immediately to be fent in arrefl 
on board his Majefly’s ihip the Aurora. I was 
carried thither with the nephew of the Vice- 
Conful, wEo, as I before obferved, had been 
arreiled in the general confufion; this circum- 
ftance afforded me fome confolation, for if a 
man k n o w n , provided with every neceffary paff- 
port, and bearing even letters of recommenda­
tion to the Governor, could be arreffed, it ŵ as

no
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no way aftonifhing that I iliould be detained; 
I therefore maintained my tranquillity pretty 
well, and was, I mu ft own, not a little diverted 
at the difrnay and conflernation of my fellow- 
prifoner, who, being unpradifcd in alarms, 
feemed fufficiently uneafy under this temporary 
reilraint.

When I learnt that it was fuppofed by all, 
even by Lord St. Vincent, that I belonged to 
the privateer, I immediately took the proper 
fteps to clear myfelf from fuch a fufpicion. 
Early next morning. Captains Lord William 
Stewart and Newhoufe, of the royal navy, called 
upon me by the Admiral's command, to en­
quire how 1 came there, and what my purpofe 
was,- a very iliort explanation alone was necef- 
fary, and all reflraint was immediately taken 
off. Nothing then remained for me but to fo„ 
licit to be fent to Tangier ,* this adventure, 
however, I hold to be fortunate, as it afforded 
me an opportunity of explaining myfelf to men 
fo juflly the object of public admiration as the 
Governor and Admiral.

The day following, Earl St. Vincent direcited 
Captain Selby, of his Majcfly’s fliip Mondovi, 
to land me at Tangier. This direction was in- 
timated to me in the morning, at which time 
the Ihip was laying with her main-maft our, 
and all her rigging down; I was ordered to em-

y  bark
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bark at eleven ; and fuch was the difpatch ufed to 
prepare her for fea, that by one o clock, not 
more than five hours from the ifluing of the 
orders, we were under way. This was, however, 
but a trifle, compared with the adive exertions 
of Earl St. Vincent; for more than once, when 
a crippled prize has been brought in o n e  t i d e ,  

t h e  v e v y  n e x t  t i d e  flic has been fent out com­
pletely refitted, armed, and manned, a cruizer 
in the Britiih fervice.

The attention paid by this great Admiral, 
and the fatigues he muft have necelTarily under­
gone, are aftoniihing; at the earliefi; dawn of 
morning he was feen attending to the bufinefs 
of the dock-yard, where the fmalleft minutia 
did not efcape his eye; and in the evening, till 
the utmoft glimpfe of twilight was obfeured, he 
never quitted the work carrying on there, unlefs 
other parts oif the fervice required his prefence» 
He did away the ceremonious formality of going 
on board and on fiiore praifiifed by comman­
ders of iliips of war; the fplendid barge, with 
its fmart crew', were no more feen; a boat of 
any fort that could be procured, with perhaps 
a couple of boys to w'ork it, ferved not only the 
Captains but the Admiral himfelf, who found 
fufficient employ for every hand, without fuf- 
ferins them to throw' away their time in empty 
parade.

The
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The manner of his watering and refitting the 
ihips that for fo long a time blocked up Cadiz, 
deferves notice. The fleet was at firfl: totally 
fupplied with water brought by tranfports from 
Lifbon; this was a tedious and expenfive bufi- 
nefs, but he found the way to diminiih it, by 
fending the ihips of war to Gibraltar for a fup  ̂
ply. One fhip only at a time ufed to leave the 
fleet, and proceed for the garrifon, where ihe 
took in not her own complement of water alone, 
but as much more as flie could; the firfl 
fair wind was her fignal for failing, nor would 
the Admiral admit any excufe for even a mo­
ment’s delay. On her return, the inftant flie 
hove in fight of the fleet, the next in rotation 
failed, and the fuperfluous water was forthwith 
diflributed among thofe that mofl: wanted a fup- 
ply. The fame ftricflnefs and regularity was 
obferved refpeding fliips that wanted repairs, 
nor was every trifling deficiency allowed to be 
an excufe for coming into port; when there, 
no delay was admitted, the repairs were con- 
dudted with furprifing rapidity, and the fliips 
quickly refumed their flation.

This unufual alertnefs was extremely harraf- 
ing to the officers, yet they all admired their 
indefatigable chieftain, who, like the Great 
Frederick of PrufTia, had the Angular fortune 
to be beloved in proportion to the feverity of
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th e  duty  he impofed. Neverthelefs ,  a t h o u f tn d  
a t te m p ts  were m ade to evade fervices which, 
they  th o u g h t  t ro u b le fo m e ,  and  to  elude the  vi­
g ilance o f  the  A dm ira l ,  and  a thou fand  d ro l l  
adventures  were the  r e f u l t ; b u t  th o u g h  they 
were fom etim es fuccefsful, he was genera l ly  an 

'o v e r - m a tc h  for th em .
O n  my arr iva l  a t  T ang ie r ,  M r .  M atra ,  the  

C cn fu l -G en e ra l ,  received m e with  his ufual be­
nevo len t  k indnefs ,  and did  every th in g  in  his 
pow er  to  m ak e  me fo rge t  m y  diftref ling c i r -  
cum ftances .  M y earneil  wiih  was to  have  
reached G erm an y ,  b u t  the  jo u rn e y  was difficult, 
an d  my finances requ ired  th a t  I fhould  do fo m e-  
th in g  to avoid the preffure o f  w ant .  Morocco 
d id  not  p rom ife  any th in g  very advan tageous ,  
and  was, befides, a co u n try  where  a m an ,  accu f-  
to m ed  to  the  elegance o f  foc ie ty ,  cou ld  h a rd ly  
th in k  o f  an eftablif l iment ; b u t  ex c ep t in g  i h a t y  

no  o ther  co u n t ry  unlefs Spain ,  was w i th in  m y  
reach ; and  to  ferve in a co u n t ry  a t  w ar  w i th  
m y  own, w'as to  m e  in fu p p o r ta b le .  Neceffity, 
therefore ,  de te rm ined  my c h o i c e ; a n d n o t w i t h -  
f ian d in g  the  am ple  and  h o n o u rab le  p ro v if io n  
Avhich Spain  would  have afforded m e, I p re fe r ­
red, w i th o u t  m u ch  heii ta t ion , th e  forlorn  hope 
which  B arbary  held o u t .  I therefore  cand id ly  
laid my whole hif iory  before the  C o n fu l -G e n e ­
ral, and exp la ined  to  h im  the  neceffity u n d e r

w hich
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which I lay of looking out for employment 
'fomewhere. He, I may venture to fay, in 
common with every one who really knows my 
cafe, thought me hardly dealt by, and with a 
frankncfs ŵ hich I very gratefully remember, 
humanely offered me his good offices.

I determined to write again to his Grace of 
Portland, before I refolved to fix myfelf in any 
-iituation whatever, making another offer to 
come forward, Jiox.only to clear up the honour 
and propriety jof my own conduefi, but to fub- 
ilantiate thofe charges o f  fcandalous negligence 
and imbecile want of fortitude in others, which 
.cccafioned the unfortunate lofs of the Lady 
Shore. This I conceived to be no more than 
my duty, fince his Majefiy’s Minifters had al­
ready heard from me in the fame fiyle, and it 
was therefore my endeavour to place the mutiny, 
and the caufe of its fuccefs, in the cleareif point 
of view, in order that they might not only bring 
the guilty to condign puniiliraent  ̂ but by point­
ing out where the error had been, enable others 
to proceed with more fafety in future.

In this letter I affured his Grace that I would 
endeavour to exifl: w’here I was, without con- 
tra(iting any obligation  ̂ that, in hopes of re­
ceiving his commands, I would wait a reafon- 
able time; but if I heard nothing from his Ma- ' 
iefiy’s Minifters, I muft, from dire neceffity,

Y 3 accept
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accept the firil: employment that offered, and 
could no more engage myfelf to anfwer their 
call.

The town of T a n g i e r  lays in a bay at the mouth 
of the Gut of G i b r a l t a r y  in lat 35® 43' N. long. 
5° 18 W. about fourteen leagues W. S. W. 
from that garrifon. It is fheltered on the north 
behind that ridge of hills called Cape S p a r t e l y  

which forms the fouthern fide of the entrance 
into the Gut. The entrance of the bay is com­
manded by very high land on both fides, and 
might, with no great labour, be made extremely 
flrong j at prefent there are no works near it, 
except a few fmall batteries, and thofe only the 
fide next the town. The bay is expofed to dif­
ferent winds, which, beiides the badnefs of the 
anchorage, render it an unfafe harbour at all 
times.

The tow'n does not lay at the bottom of the 
bay, but on the weftern fide of i t ; it is not very 
coniiderable, and is furrounded by a high W'all 
hardly muiket-proof. The flreets are all, ex­
cept one, fo narroŵ , that two people can hardly 
pafs each other; and fo dirty, that no place I 
have ever feen, except Lifbon, can bear the leafl 
comparifon with them ; the town is no where re­
gularly paved ; but in fome places a few ftones 
are laid, as if dropped there by chance. The 
hoLifes are, for the moil part, only one flory

' ' high.
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high, with no windows tow’ards the ilreet, and 
.very few any where elfe ; they are all fiat roofed, 
and, from the badnefs of the workmanihip, the 
roof is fare to fink in the middle, thereby form­
ing a fort of refervoir for the rain-water, which 
drops plentifully through, and renders the 
apartments very damp and difagreeable. Every 
houfe, great or fmall, enclofes a quadrangle, 
where the gloomy mafter can fit, ftupified with 
opium, fmoaking his pipe, afraid left any ftran- 
gerihouldget a peep at his women, who, though 
perhaps objeefts of jealoufy to their hufbands, 
are certainly not objeefts of temptation to any 
one who has ever beheld the blaze of Britifh 
beauty. The entrance into their houfes is by a 
winding paiTage, which leads into the quadran­
gle, from whence are the entrances into 1̂1 the 
apartments, and I no where faw the door of oije 
room lead into another; thefe doors are large, 
with two folding fiaps, like thofe of a coach 
gateŵ 'ay, and in them is a little wicket, fcarce 
big enough for a man to pafs in a ftooping pof- 
ture. The apartments arc fmall, and very nar­
row in proportion to their lengths, being like 
partitioned fpaces taken out of a gallery, and 
have feldom any light but what they receive from 
the wicket.

This town is, however, rendered very plca- 
fant, as it is the refidence of all the Confuls-

Y  A General^
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General, whofe gay mode of living forms a very 
Ifriking contrail: with that of their gloomy neigh­
bours. Their houfes are built and fiirniflied in 
the European tafte, and Mr. Matra’s in particu­
lar, fo very neat and elegant, that 1 feemed to be 
in England whenever I entered it. 'Fhe Con- 
fuls live in great fplendour, and infiead of prac- 
tiiing that oeconomy which in that place they 
might readily do, they feem to vie with each 
other in fumptuous elegance at their dinners, 
balls, and concerts; this fociety is further im­
proved by the addition of fome French families, 
w-ho, on account of the war, have removed 
from Gibraltar to fettle here.

Some of the Confuls have country-feats and 
gardens in the vicinity of the town; the Britifli 
and the American Conful, Mr. Simpfon, havq 
each of them a retreat of this kind, beautifully 
fituated, on the face of the mountain, which 
forms the entrance of the Gut. The gardens 
of both, but particularly Mr. Simplon’s, who 
principally refides there, are very ŵ eli laid out, 
but the way to them is infamouily bad. None 
but the horfes of that country w’ould be able to 
afeend the mountains ; the road requires almoit 
climbing, and the path (efpecially that wEich 
leads to Mr. Simpfon’s,] is nothing but a chan­
nel, worn through the foil of the mountain 
down to the rock by the winter rains ; it is fo

rough.
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rough, fteep, and ftoney, that it is not lefs dan­
gerous to defcend to the bottom than difficult 
to affiend to the top.

In Tangier are feveral mofques, but of their 
interior I can give no defcription, it being for­
bidden to Chriftians to enter them ; and it any 
one fhould accidentally dray within their gates, 
which arc always open, he muft cither inftantly 
fubmit to circumciiion, and become a Mahome­
tan, or his life muft pay the forfeit. Some 
jTiofques have fmall courts before them, paved 
with tiles of different colours, and in the mid­
dle is a fountain for the ablutions pradifed ac­
cording to the Mahometan ritual. In the in­
terior parts of the country all Chriftians who 
pafs muft take off their hats and llioes, but this 
beino- the feat of the Confuls, they are excufed* O
the lilly ceremony ; the Jews are, however, 
obliged to fubmit to it in the fulleft extent.

The gates of Tangier, and indeed of every 
other towm in Barbary, are ihut at fun-fet and 
opened at fun-rife; no intcreft, no perfuafion, 
can prevail upon them to keep thofe towards 
the fea open after the time allotted, or to unbar
them a moment earlier.

The Jev/s are very numerous here, as 
w'ell as in every other part of Barbary ; by 
them, and through their means, all the trade 
of the country is carried on j neverthelefs they
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are trê t̂ed in the moil barbarous manner. 
They are the moil abjedl of flaves ; any Moor, 
eyen a child, will abufe and Rrike them when­
ever he thinks proper; complaint at bell would 
avail nothing, but probably would draw down 
upon thepi new and aggravated infults. Their 
hoLifes mull at all times be open, and the Moors 
go in when they pleafe. It could not be fup- 
pofed that thefc viiits were of the moll polite 
kind; but Britiih urbanity can with difficulty 
form an idea of the brutalities pra6lifed by 
thofe favage intruders.

The induflry of thefe opprelTed Ifraelites is 
ailonlfhing ; patient, perfevering, and dexte­
rous, they accumulate fortunes; and, amidil all 
their fufferings, they never ceafe to have in 
view their foie obje(fl, intereil ; yet they are for 
the mofl: part fair traders, and contented with 
moderate profits. Such is their humiliating 
ilate, that even the richefl; of them are glad to 
be ranked among the fervants of any Chrifiian, 
v-̂ hofe official iituation can afford them protec­
tion againil the o|:>preiIions under which they
groan.

Idiey are allowed to have their fynagogue ; 
but whenever the Emperor wants money, he 
lay.-? them under contribution, fometimes by 
leizing their place of vvorfhip, under pretence 
that the ground it ffands upon is ŵ anted for his

fervicc.
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fervice. The late Emperor, who hated the
t
Jews, found another, and a very ingenious way 
of jextorting money from them. The Jewiih 
women, from fome motives, probably of reli­
gion, wear no colour in their petticoats except 
green : and, as the fureft way of diftrefling 
them, this e n l i g h t e n e d  P r i n c e  ilTued a prohibition 
ao-ainft that article of drefs. His edi6ls waited no 
formality; the poor JeweiTes mufi: either flrip, 
and the dealers iofe the fale of all the flock 
they had, or make the beft terms they could. 
A fum of money was propofed and accepted ;
the edidl was repealed, and the petticoat agairi

>

difplayed its verdant hue.
The Moors, from their education, and their 

want of intercourfe with Grangers, are rude and 
uncouth in their manners; of fociety they have 
no idea; what little converfation they hold with 
each other is in the open air; and I cannot 
think that their difeourfe will abound with wit 
or erudition. Brutally ignorant, they look 
upon the Jews and Chriftians with ineffable 
contempt; fo far indeed do they carry their ar­
rogance, that a Moor, rather than tell either to 
go out of his way, will ride, or drive his cattle 
over him. They have, however, fome idea of 
police, for guards are placed in the ilreets, and 
every perfon who walks out after fun-fet muff 
have a lanterri carried before him. Whenever,

likewife.
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iikewifc, a Chriftian goes into the country to 
any diiiance from the gates of the town, the 
■Governor will not be anfwerable for any confe- 
quences, uniefs he takes a Moor with him, one 
ef whom he will order to attend the traveller on 
application being made. I, however, difpenfed 
with this ceremony, and when the Governor 
fent to tell me that I iliould take a Moor foldicr 
with me when i went any diftance, to prevent 
infuit or ill treatment, I anfwered, that Briliih 
dragoons were accuftomed to guard others, and 
not to be guarded themfelves, and that I wore 
a fword, to which I could perfedUy truft my 
own fafety.

The funerals of the Moors are conduced in 
a w’ay fufficiently ftriking to a flranger; they 
are followed by a numerous croud, iinging in 
the country faihion ; the body is depoiited in a 
fort of bier, and covered over, if a male, with 
a woollen cloth, called there a l  h a i k  ; and the 
whole machine completely roiled up in it, if a 
female.

The troops of this country, in their prefent 
ilatc, are by no means fit to be oppofed to Eu­
ropean forces of any defeription; they have no 
idea of difeipline, and their arms and drefs are 
extremely ill calculated for the purpofes of war. 
Their cavalry is the moil numerous and befb 
part of their forces; their horfes are excellent

and
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and abundant every where, though for the road 
and for carriage of merchandize, the mule and 
the camel are moil ufed. The Moors aie ex­
cellent horfemen, and their cavalry, with very 
little trouble, might be made the fineft in the 
world. The men in general are handfome, of 
a good fize, ilout, a(5live, and can endure fa­
tigue and hunger furprifingly well; their horfes 
too, have every quality deiirable, fo that no­
thing is wanting but proper arms, harnaffing, 
and training. At prefent, they wear a fort of 
loofe pantaloon, no ilockings, a loofe robe, 
flippers, and fpurs with one prodigious long 
iron fpike, which ferves at once for neck and 
for rowel ; fuch indeed is the drefs of the whole 
country. Their arms confiil of a very long 
mufket, and a very bad iliort fword ; their fad- 
die has a rifing behind, which reaches a confi- 
derable height up the back, and another before, 
but the thigh is no way confined. The ilirrup 
is in the Tartar faihion, as long and as broad as 
the foot, and the form of the faddle neceifanly 
obliges them to ride with very iliort flirrups ; 
for if they could not raife themfelves much 
above the feat of the faddle, it would be impof- 
Able for them to feat themfelves in it.

The bridle is the fame as that ufed by the
Tartars in general, and which I have alieady
marked to have excited my aftoniiliment, at

finding
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f inding am o n g  the  in h ab i tan ts  o f  Brazil ,  I t  is 
w orthy  o f  rem ark ,  th a t  the  horfes in Barbary ,  as 
well as Brazil ,  are r e m a rk ab ly  t e n d e r  m o u th ed ,  
con tra ry  to what  m y E ng l i fh  readers would  ex -  
p e 6 t ; b u t  thefe pow erfu l  bridles keep  a horfe  
in awe, and the fmalleil  touch  m akes  h im  obey,  
fo th a t  there needs no t  th a t  conf tan t  p u l l in g  
w h ich  my co u n try m en  are fo fond o f  I am aware  
o f  the  force o f  p re jud ice ,  and  th a t  I fliall be 
laughed at by m any , w hen I aifert ,  tha t  a fnaffle 
o i t  and a t ight rein are g o o d  for n o th in g  b u t  to  
fpoil  a h o r f e ; let, however,  any  one  for a m o ­
m e n t  coniider  w he the r  any  an im al  can m ove fo 
br ifk ly  when r e t r a i n e d  as w hen all its l im b s  
have their  free m otion ,  and  th en  let t h e m  fay, 
w h a t  will be the  effed: o f  the  pe rpe tua l  p u l l in g  
a n a  favving o f  a fnaffle bit .  Beiides, the  horfe 
by degrees gets  accu i lo m ed  to this tea i in g  b u t  
in i ignif icant  b i t ; a f lrong pull  becomes necef-  
fary to check  h im , and the  r ider ,  as is too  often 
the  cafe with  Engliff lm en, coniiders  his b r id le  
as a k in d  o f  fu p p o r t  to h i m f e l f  In  a w o rd ,  
w herever  a pow erfu l  bit  is ufed, I have obferved 
the  horfes to be tender  m o u th ed ,  and the  r e -  
verfe in thofe where the  fnaffle is em ployed .  
T h e  only  evo lu t ion  they p r a d i f e  is to form  in l ine 
o f  bat t le ,  then  in fubdivii ions to  advance ,  w ith  
a f  on i lh ing  rap id i ty ,  fom e d i i lance  in  f ron t  o f  the  
l ine ;  when they have m ade th e i r  career,  in  full

fpeed.
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fpeed, they in an inftant throw their hoiTes on 
their haunches, and (top as if nailed to the 
ground j they then fire, and return to the poii- 
tion they left, and this manoeuvre they pradife 
fo often, that their horfes are very foon ruined* 
They feemed to have no idea that an Euiopeaii 
could ride with dexterity, unlefs taught by them̂  
and were much aftonifhed at feeing me, on a 
fmooth faddle, behind them in no feat of horfe- 
manihip. They fire with great exadlnefs, but 
the fire of cavalry never can be made redoub- 
able ; to give, therefore, to a horfeman, more 
than one piilol, is, as I have elfewhere obferv- 
ed, only to encumber him, and to take from his
activity. _ ■

Their manner of ilioeing horfes is awkward
in the extreme ; inftcad of forming the ihoe in 
the European manner, they make the two heels 
crofs each other, leaving an opening fomething 
like a loop before. They cut away the fore part 
of the hoof as much as they well can, but allow 
it to fpread on the lides, by which means the 
foot not only becomes unihapely, but it occa- 
iions the horfe to cut. The flioe is only fixed 
on with three or four nails on each fide of the 
loops, and the croifes behind are bent up and
hammered into the heel.

On my arrival at Tangier, Mr. Matra had
given me the privilege of ufing his horfes when

I pleafed ;
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I pleafed; I therefore took upon me to put at 
leafl: one into decent trim. The ihoe was the 
firft point that I proceeded to reform ; for which 
purpofe having myfelf made a proper model, I 
took it to a Mooriih blackfmith for his imita­
tion. It is but juftice to thofe artifts to fay, 
that they are ingenious; for the man after a 
few trials, compleated afet of very decent ihocs, 
which I then nailed on to fhew him the method 
o f  doing it. He feemed fiirprifed at my mode 
of trimming the hoof; however, he foon ac­
quirer a competent knowledge, though I had’ 
much difficulty in prevailing upon him to fix 
the ihoes fufficiently forward. I fitted up an 
old faddle of Mr. Matra’s, in the huzar ilyle, 
but the f  iiTiips were loif, nor could I get a pair 
in all Tangier; I had, therefore, recourfe to 
my ingenious fmith, who, by the help of a 
model, made a pair that would not have difgraced 
a Birmingham artiil. I\ly thus being my own 
blackfmith, fadler, and farrier, gave the Moors 
a firange idea of me, as they had hitherto ima­
gined themfelves to be the only perfons in the 
world that were capable of managing a horfe.

Their flables are likewifc a feene ofabfurdity 
and cruelty; they do not faften their horfes by 
the head, but by the fore-legs, with itraps, to 
a chain, which is ffretched the whole length 
of the manger, fo that the poor animals cannot

lay
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lay down; if the horfe be unruly, he is alfo 
faftened by the hinder legs, and I have acTtually 
feen a mettlcfome ilallion (for fuch are all the 
horfes here) not only faftened by the fore-legs 
in the ufual way, but with one hind-leg faften­
ed, fo as to be capable only of moving forward, 
and the other capable only of moving backwards 
I have juft faid that the horfes are fo faftened 
that they cannot lay down, but this the Moors 
conftder as no hardihip; for they e n d e a v o u r  

to prevent them from it, under the notion 
that a  h o r f e  t h a t  l a y s  d o w n  is  f i c k .  Of their horfes, 
however, they are very fond, and none are per­
mitted to be exported, except fuch as are pre- 
fents from the Emperor.

Travelling is very inconvenient in Barbary; 
every perfon muft have a pafs, and to make the 
road any way comfortable, an efcort is neceflary 
both for protedlion and to procure provifions; 
beftdes, there are only two ihort feafons, one in 
fpring, and one in autumn, when travelling is 
decently pradlicable; for in winter, the whole 
country is deluged with rain, and in fummer, 
the ground cracks in fuch a manner, that a 
horfe is in danger of breaking his legs by ftep- 
ping into the chinks.

J <
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CHAP. XXVI.

t r e a t m e n t  o f  C h r i f t ia n  f a v e s  in  B a r h a r y .— au-^ 

t h o r  r e c e i v e s  n o t ic e  o f  t h e  d e m a n d  o f  t h e  B r i t i f j  

C o u r t  f o r  h i s  f u r r e n d e r . — C o m p lie s  z v i t h  i t ,  a r id  

f a i l s  f o r  G i b r a l t a r . — H i s  l e t t e r  to  t h e  G o v e r n o r ,  

a 7 id  t h e  a n f w e r . — S a i l s  f o r  L i j h o n . — P o l i t e l y  r e ­

c e i v e d  b y  t h e  B r i t i f l j  o f f ic e r s  t h e r e . — W r i t e s  to  

t h e  B r i t i j h  E n v o y  a n d  M r .  M u r r a y , ,  w i t h  t h e i r  ■ 
a n f w e r s . — S a i l s  f o r  P o r t f m o u t h . — H i s  l e t t e r  to  

t h e  D u k e  o f  P o r t  Ia 7 td .— S e n t  f o r  to  t o z v n .

I  R E M A I N E D  fomc time at Tangier  ̂ enjoying 
every amufement that place could afford; I vi- 
fited the feveral Confuls,. who, notwithilanding 
any war, always live upon friendly terms, much 
to the benefit of their feveral fovereigns, whofc 
affairs would be materially injured by any dif- 
agreement, as the Moors would not fail to turn 
it to their difadvantage. I likewife amufed my-̂  
felf with excursions into the country, but thefe 
the rain often rendered unpleafant; however, as 
I wiihed to fee all I could, 1 difregarded petty 
inconveniences. One of my principal amufe- 
ments was the improving of rny friend and be- 
nefadtor, Mr. Matra’s horfes ; and to this I io 
far devoted myfelf, that when (as will hereafter 
be related,) Earl St. Vincent diipatched an

officer
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officer for mĉ  I was found in the ad of ihoeing 
one of them.

I had one day an opportunity of knowing the 
treatment of the European flavcs from their own 
mouths. Walking on the beach with an officer 
of the navy, we faw forne of thefe captives, one 
of whom addrefled himfelf to me in German; 
he informed me that they were L u b e k e r s  and//iz;//“ 
l u r g h e j e y  and had been fome time in flavery. 
Their treatment does not, however, feem at all 
bad j their allowance is about iix-pence a day, 
at leail equal to one fhilling and fix-pence here 5 
they are not compelled to work, and fome of 
them who had acknowledged themfelves to be 
boat-builders, having been employed at their 
trade, received additional wages in confequence 
of the reprefentation of the Confuls, A \ffio  in­
filled that they iliould not work without being 
paid.

In the month of December a letter came from 
General O’Hara to Mr. Matra, acquainting him 
that I was ordered home in cufiody; and at the 
fame time Captain Newhoufe, of his Majefiy’s 
ihip Peterell, was directed to receive me, i f  I  

c h o fe  to  go» I readily confented to obey the or­
der, but wrote to General O’Hara, that it would 
be impollible for me to comply with it fo foon 
as twenty-four hours, which w’as all the time 
Captain JMewhoufe could allow me; if, how-
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ever, any other iliip came in a few days, or if  
the Petterell would look in on her return from 
the expedition on which ihe was going, I would 
not require her to come to anchor, as upon 
hoifting red at the main I would inftantly re­
pair on board.

On the 8th of January, 1799, fourteen days 
after, the Petterell hove in fight, and having 

** made the fignal previoufiy agreed upon, I re­
paired on board ; a few hours conveyed us to 
Gibraltar, where I no fooner arrived than I 
fent the following letter to General O’Hara :

<( S i r ,
<c I n obedience to your Excellency’s 

commands, and the direefiions of the benevo­
lent Mr. Matra, whofe fingular bounties to me 
have given him the privilege of difpofing of 
me as h e  pleafes, I yefterday embarked on 
board his Majefty’s ihip Petterell, and now 
flirrender myfelf to your Excellencies difpo- 
fition. From you. Sir, I am aifured of liberal 
treatment, therefore I have only to folicit the 
honour of an early audience. Confident in 
the reefiitude of my own conduit, and the 
jufiice of my country, I can entertain no ap- 
prehenfion; but did there even exift a pofii- 
bility of converting any ait of mine into a

cc crime;
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crime, long accuflomed to advcriity, I have 
learnt to meet with firmnefs all man can do.

I am,
‘‘ Moil perfedly and refpectfully,

"  S i r ,

“ Your Excellency’s
“ Very devoted fervant.

“ J. G. S. LISLE.”
“ Gibraltar Bay,

On hoard his M , S. Pettefell,
^th Ja n . 1799-”

The General, probably feeling himfelf a lit- 
awkward at the profped: of being drawn into 
converfation upon an aflair of fome delicacy, 
thought proper to decline complying with my 
requeil, 'and returned me the following anfwer:

“  G i b r a l t a r , the 9th J a n . 1 7 9 9 .

S ir,
I n confequence of orders from Go­

vernment, through his Majeity’s Principal 
Secretary of State, you are to be fent to 
England in cuilody, and having no will of 
my own upon this occaiion, I cannot but de­
cline an interview, w'hich, without fcrving 
you, could only give pain to

S i r ,

Your obedient fervant,
CHA. O’HARA.”

^ ’0 M a j o r  L i J I e ”
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Notwithilanding this refufal I, however, re­
ceived marks of polite and kind attention from 
that excellent General.

It was the province of Earl St. Vincent to 
difpofeof me as he pleafed; and as his Majefly's 
ihip M o n d o v i  hove in fight the day after my 
arrival, I intreated his Lordihip, that as ihe 
would, in all probability, foon return to Lif- 
bon, I might be permitted to go in her; I par­
ticularly aiked this, as I had fome knowledge 
of Captain Selby, who commanded her, and 
who had before taken me to Tangier. I was 
honoured by his Lordihip’s confent, and he 
gave immediate orders to the M o n d o v i  to pre­
pare for her return as foon as ihe had delivered 
her difpatches and received thofe from the Gar- 
rifon.

Next morning Captain Grey, whom I have 
before mentioned, came to me, and acquainted 
me, that the M o n d o v i  ŵ as on the point of fail­
ing ; I therefore immediately repaired on board, 
and after a ihort voyage, during which I was 
treated with the utmofi: kindnefs and attention, 
arrived at Liibon.

At Liibon I was fent on board the Brilliant, 
commanded by that excellent officer and ac- 
compliihed gentleman. Captain Blackwood. 
Here I enjoyed every pleafure the place would 
admit; and it is but iuftice to the feveral Bri-
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tiili Commanders then in the Tagus, to declare, 
that I never, in the moil aufpicious fituation of 
my life, was treated with more kindnefs and 
politenefs. As foon as 1 arrived at Liibon, I 
wrote to the Brkiih Envoy, Mr. Walpole, to 
whofe humanity I had been fo much indebted 
at my former viiit to this place. To this he re­
turned the following anfwer:

<x
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S i r ,

L i s b o n , i S th  J a n u a r y , i 799*

‘ I HAVE been favoured with your 
letter of yeilerday’s date, and I take this op­
portunity of confirming to you the orders 
which I have received from his Majeily to 
fend you home in cuilody ; and I have, in 
obedience to his Majeily’s .commands, de- 
fired Captain Selby to convey you on board 
his Majefly’s ildp Brilliant, commanded by 
Captain Blackwood, and I am perfuaded that 
you will receive every attention poilible from 
Captain Blackwood.
“ Under thefe circumilances you will per­
ceive the impoilibility of my acquiefeing in. 
your wiihes to come on fliore.

ft I am. Sir,
Your rhoil obedient,

humble Servant,
ROB. WALPOLE.’^

M a j o r  J .  G ,  S e m p l e  L i j l e .^ *
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I likewife wrote to Mr. Murray, the Conful- 
General, who had fo kindly interfered for my 
liberation; and his anfwer, as explaining not 
only fome parts of Mr. Walpole’s, but feveral 
other circumftances, much better than I am 
able, Ifubjoin:

<€
S i r ,

rr

C(

I RECEIVED yeilerday evening a let-, 
letter from you without a date, and this 
morning, at i i  o’clock, one dated this 
morning, Before I fay any thing on your 
prefenc fituation, let me acquaint you that 
I received a letter from you, from on board 
the vefiel in which you left this river, 
after ihe was under weigh,' fo could not 
anfwer it to you then. I afterwards re­
ceived that you left with the Portuguefe gen­
tleman at Belem, and paid him the two 
pieces you requeiled of m e; the other two 
v/hich you mention to have been put into the 
hands of the Intendant of Police I have never 
feen, nor ever w ill; it is in vain to exped it. 
All your papers left in my hands, with the 
certificate you defired from me, I fent Mr. 
J. Fox, at Falmouth, to lie till called for, 
as you ejefired, and I know they have got to 
hand.

I obferve what has paiTed with you fince 
you left this, I went lait night to the rooms

ex-
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expedling to meet Mr. Walpole; he did not 
come there; and I am fo much and fo in- 
difpeniibly employed at prefent, writing to 
Madeira and England, by veiTels ready to fail, 
that it is impoflible for me to go to his houfe, 
W'hich is at a diftance from mine ; befides, it 
appears to me, that it could be of no fervice 
to you, not only becaufe his conference with 
Captain Selby muil have been over this morn­
ing before I got your letter ; but ftill more, 
becaufe, as he noŵ  adis under orders from 
home, he cannot give fcope to his own incli- 
nations towards indulgcncies to you, if con­
trary to thofe orders ; and for that reafon I 
dare fay he will decline giving you a meet­
ing, But there is Bill a further and more 
powerful reafon ; after you went away, fome 

“ difagreeable circumftances took place bc- 
tween him and the Intendant ; on that ac- 
count an application to Court became necef- 
fary, ŵ hich the Intendant refented fo much, 
and laid before her Majefly the contents of 
your, what he ityled, petulent and infulting 
letter to him, after your return from on board 
the packet, that I am certain he would clap 
you again into confinement the moment you 

“ put your foot on ihore here ; and from the 
nature of his office, he can do fo, in fpite of 
all Mr. Walpole’s endeavour to prevent it. 
Nothing but the Queen turning the Intend-

ant
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<c
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ant out of office could prevent it, and that 
you may believe is totally out of the quefiion. 
All that Mr. Walpole could do, would be to 
iniifi: on your being delivered up whenever 
he pointed out the veffel in which he wanted 
to fend you to England ; and even then the 
Intendant would have it in his power to fend 
you on board a prifoner, and with what dif- 
agreeable marks he might chufe to call ne- 
ceffiary, on the fcore of fecurity for your not

cc
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t t being one inftant at liberty in this city : all

( C

rc
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this he can do, and I dare fay, would not 
“ bate one difagreeable item. As for me, I 

cannot fpeak to the Intendant, having been 
implicated in the buiinefs between him and 
the Envoy, in fo much, that we have had no 
communication fince.
“ From all this you will gather that it is my 
opinion that you have nothing for it but pa­
tience, and to make the bed: of it you can; 
and when you arrive in England, I doubt not 
your readinefs to flirrender yourfelf to your 
country will have full weight, and be of that 
fervice to you there, which it cannot poffibly 
be here. I return you Governor O’Hara’s
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letter.
cc

cc

cc

I am. Sir,
Your obedient Servant,

CHAS. MURRAY.”
Lljlon, Jan , i8 , 179 9 / ’
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Notwithilanding thefe friendly cautions, as 
there were no apprehenfions entertained of my 
deferting, I frequently went on ihore in the 
moil perfed contempt of M a j i i q u e  and his au­
thority.

About the loth of February we failed for 
England, and after a pleafant palTage, ar­
rived at Portfmouth on the 2 2d of the fame 
month. Immediately on my arrival I an­
nounced myfelf to his Grace of Portland in the 
following letter;

“ On icarii his M. Ship B k I L L l AHr,  2 zd Feh. 1799. 
My L o r d ,

“ I had the honour to inform your 
Grace from Tangiers, that in confequence of 
the extraordinary events with which you arc 
acquainted, I had found myfelf reduced to 
ihe neceiTity of looking for hofpitality on the 
ihores of Barbary, where I engaged myfelf to
remain inadive, a time more than fufficient

> ■
for your Grace to convey to me your com- 
nwnds, which I bound myfelf to obey. About 
fix weeks after my arrival in that country it 
was intimated by General O’Hara to Mr« 
Matra, his M a j e i l y ’ s Conful-General, (whofp 
bounties to me had given him a right to dif- 
pofe of me as h,e pleafed,) that the Britiih

Envoy
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Envoy at the Court of Lifbon had received 
an order to fend me home in cuftody, and 
that fuch an order had been communicated 
to his Excellency. Having furniflied your 
Grace with every information, having furren- 
dered myfelf to the Britiih Envoy at Portu­
gal, according to the promife I made your 
Grace in my letter from Brazil, having fo 
repeatedly folicited you to permit that I 

** iliould come to London ; in fliort, after hav- 
“ ing done every thing honourable, and every 
“ thing that it is poiTible for a man, well dif- 

pofed to do, I felt myfelf mortified to learn, 
that it had been found neceflary to order, 

“ that I iliould be fent home in c u jlo d y  ; ne- 
“ verthelefs, though, when fuch intelligence 
“ reached me, I was no longer in the power of 
** the Britifli Government, though I was iii a 

poiition from whence neither force or inge­
nuity could have taken me, I inilantly p>re- 
pared to obey the fummons of the Crown, 
I wrote General O’Hara, aifuring him that I 
would furrender myfelf in his garrifon in the 

** courfe of a fortnight ; and farther told his 
Excellency, that the better to enable me to 
accomplifli that purpofe, I had already foli­
cited the Commander of his Majeily’s iliip 
Petterell, who was then leaving Tangiers, 

** bound on an expedition of a few days to the
“ South-

<r

«<

«
cr

<r

«f

«r

(I ;

((

'of
Ilf,ic



H

i f

i f

i t

i f

i t

i f

M A J O R  S E M P L E  L I S L E .  349

Southward, to call for me on his return. 
Such a delay was the more ncceifary for me, 
that when I eftabliihcd myfelf at Tangiers, 
fuppofing I fhould find myfelf obliged to re­
main there at leait for fome months, 1 had 

“ contradled fome fmall obligations in fitting 
up a houfe, which 1 was not able immedi­
ately to difcharge. His Excellency removed 
thefe obftacles ; his Majefty*s iliip Pctterell 
foon afterwards appeared in the bay, made 
the fignal agreed on between her Commander 
and 'myfelf, and I embarked for Gibraltar, 
where I had the fatisfaeftion to find that my 
condudi: met the approbation of the Governor 
and Admiral. To the humanity and libe­
rality of Earl St. Vincent, and thofe invin- 

** cible heroes by whom he is furrounded, I 
arn indebted for an inexhaufiible fund of con- 
folation.
« Co mmitted to the charge of Captain Black- 

" wood, by his Majefty’s Envoy at Liibon, 1 
have at length reached this port ; and after 
having well weighed every adt of mine iince 
I left thefe fnores ; after calling to my recol- 
ledlion that it muft be known to your Grace 

” that my epndudf has been approved of by 
every refpedlable character in the fervice 
of the Britiili crown, in whofe ŵ ay dame 
Fortune has toiled me. After its being efia-
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bliihed beyond all poflibility of doubt, that 
** I have furrendered myfelf a volunteer to the 

order of Government  ̂ and iince that period 
** I have in nothing felt myfelf in cuiiody, I 

venture to pray, that I may be permitted to 
p r e j e n t  m y f e l f  wherever his Majefty may be 
plcafed to command ; but ihould there, in 
your Grace’s opinion, exift reafons to confti- 
tute me, for a time, a prifoner, confident in 
the reditude of my own condudV, and the 
jufiice of my country, I moil cheerfully fub- 
mit to fuch a decifion; but humbly intreat, 
that the place of my confinement may be 
where it was when I was lefs intitled to in­
dulgence—the ilate fide of Newgate—This re- 
queil will, I hope, appear the more reafon- 
able to your Grace, that the accufer as I am 
of the mutineers, and others more guilty 

“ than they are, I ihould, were I to mingle with 
“ the crowd, be treated by them as it is iifual 

to treat a King’s evidence, a character which, 
if to iliare in the guilt be a neceifary qualifi- 

“ cation, I cannot be fuppofed to exhibit.
1 have the honour to be.

With the higheil refped:.
My L o r d  D u k e , & c . & c . & c .

J. G. S. LISLE.’»
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I wrote likewife to Earl Spencer, fending 
him the famples of wood I had colledted at 
Brazil, of which, though I had loit fome few 
during my arreft at Liibon, I had preferved the 
moil valuable-

Duringmy flay at Portfmouth, Enlign Prater, 
whofe officioufnefs I have before had occaiion to 
mention, thought proper to publiili a detail of 
the mutiny on board the Lady Shore. In this 
curious production (which appeared in the S t a r  

of the 2d of April, 1799,) he fays, On our 
“ iiril arrival at Port Saint Pedroes, Adjutant 

Minchin, o f  h i s  o z vn  a c c o r d , allowed James 
George Semple Lifle, who was a conviCl on 

“ board, to make out a Report to the Governor, 
that he the faid Semple ŵ as a Major in the 
Dutch Cavalry; and Adjutant Minchin fane- 

" tioned it.” To this I fhall only reply, that 
I made no r e p o r t , as has been already feen; and 
that it was not Minchin alone that iigned it, 
but, as his Majefty’s Miniilers know, e v e r y  o ffi­

c e r  of the fliip and troops. He goes on, the 
officer in whofe houfe I was quartered, afked 
me why the faid Major had not his uniform, 
belt, breail-plate, faili, &c. as Adjutant M. 
and myfelf? I, not wiffiing to deceive the 

** officer, informed him, tW2it b e  J i e v e r  h a d  a n y ,* ’’ 

If by the good-natured and perfpicuous reply 
Mr. Prater Rates himfelf to have given to

the
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the officer he meant, that I  n e v e r  h a d  a n y  iini-» 
form, he was furely miilaken; and in facil I 
never wore any other drefs during my (lay in 
Brazil; if he alluded to the breaft-plate, (mean­
ing, I fuppofe,) the g o r g e t ^  he is perfectly cor- 
redl, for, as an officer of dragoons, it was not a 
part of my Uniform ; in faeft, he wiihed to injure 
me, and threw himfelf into the iituation of 
Pope’s dunce, who,

“ M e a n s  Jioty b u t  b l u n d e r s  r o u n d  a b o u t  a  m e a n in g .* *

As to fwords, we were all alike, for 
thanks to him and‘his Commander Minchin, 
who prudently declined drawing upon the mu­
tineers, they had been all taken away, as being 
what J o m e  of us had no occafion for. He like- 
wife iniinuates, that Minchin and myfelf had 
confpired againft him ; whether I confpired or 
bore him any malice, nay, whether I had not 
been his friend and benefador, let the following 
elegant letter iliew:

« To
« Major J. G. S. Lifle

(C

“  B a h a i , M a y  2d ,  1797^

S i r ,

I return your Trowfers with many 
thanks. Should have returned before but 

“ the Taylor difappointed me in getting mine 
done untill this day

I delircd

i-
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“ I deiired Welih to get a Bundle contain­
ing four Muflinet waifcoats & a Reĝ '̂  Coat, 
in your Pofleilion but he told me you had 
detaind them till 1 paid you what you paid 
the Surgeon at Rio de Janeiro; the fmall 
pittance I received the other day was Bearly 
fufficient to pay for what Clothes &c. I was 
in want o f ; you Certainly cannot be igno­
rant of my diftrefs in Refpedl of thofe necef- 
fary article, & the dearnefs of this Country 
now I have nothing to get a fmall fea flock, 
for the*reit of the Voyage; but you fhall be 
pay’d at Liibon on our arrival at that port, 
& you will oblige me in giving the Articles 
to Welih not that they worth your keeping 
as the waiflcoats too fmall for .you and the 
Coat not worth your ufe ;

I am Sir
“ Yours obediently

“ W m. p r a t e r
Eniign N. S. Wales Corp’s 

“ of Foot.”

I- I

I only remark, that I knew nothing about 
his cloaths, which it feems he had left in the 
care of my fervant, and which I ordered to be 
given him as foon as I knew of his demand; 
he forgot to pay me the money he mentions, 
either at Liibon or any where elfe. The pan-

A a taloons
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taloons and Ihirt I never meant to receive, asi“ 
they were not lent but given ; for feeing him 
come along the front of a regiment drawn up to 
receive the Governor of M i n a s  as he landed at 
B a h i a y  with faih, gorget, and uniform, in a 
dirty fhirt, and a pair of white pantaloons 
mended acrofs the fore-part with brown thread, 
I told him to difappear from where he then 
was, and to go to my fervant, who would fup- 
ply him with pantaloons and a ihirt.

As foon as his account of the mutiny appear­
ed, I replied to his feurriKty in the fame paper 
of the 8th April. My anfwer I here fubjoin; 
and have only to add, that he had treated the 
great and dignified characters I mention, with 
an indecency not fit for a gentlemen even to 
repeat.

E x i r a H :  o f  a  L e t t e r  f r o m  t h e  Star.
April 1799»

c<

tfc

«c

It was my wiih to have avoided every pub­
lic difcurtion on the fubject of the mutiny on 
board the Lady Shore, until a court of juftice
had given their opinion. The trial is not
delayed by any fault of mine. I left a ftate 
of happinefs in Barbary. I came forw'ard the 
moment I was called upon by my country, 
and have been in perfed readinefs to meet in-

vefligation %
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vefUgation thefe fix weeks; nor have I ceafed 
fubmiilively, to folicit that it may be brought 
on. But iince Enfign Prater has publiihed, 
through the channel of your paper, a ftate- 
ment prejudicial to me, and iince you cannot 
publiili the relation of fadis, to which I fur- 
niih vouchers*, do me the favour to aik that 
gentleman (who feems fo well acquainted 
with the particulars of the mutiny,) who it 
was that, abfent from his cabin in the mo­
ment of the mutiny, and milling for feveral 
hours after the affray W'as over, was found 
concealed in the fore-part of the ill ip, where 
the women convidls were confined ? and, who 
fought for ilieltcr underneath the bed of the 
furgeon ?

Mr. Prater, on the fcore of Commodore 
Idancorne, is fo far corrciff, that that truly 
refpedlable and amiable character did render 
me many fervices in Brazil, and did refufe to 
receive his viiits: it is true the Commodore

“  The relation offaH s here referred to was refufeJ infer- 
“  tion, not from any doubt of its corre(Sl:nefs; for in fupport 

of it we were referred to gentlemen whofe reputations are 
“  unfuHied, viz. Mr, Black, the Purfer, Mr. Fyfe, the Sur- 
“  geon, M r. Murchifon, the Second Mate, and Mr. Lewes, 
“  the Steward ; but becaufe in the prefent liate of the bull- 

nefs we thought fome parts of it unfeafonable, and there- 
“  fore likely to be deemed libellous.

A a 2
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** had once the honour of being a Lieutenant'i'ri 
** the moft glorious navy under heaven; he is 

proud to fay fo, nor did he, at once, jump 
rnto the diftinguiihed lituation he now occu­
pies with fo much reputation, he obtained it 
by length of fervice and by dint of merit? 
But Mr. Prater fhould have accufed the Com- 

** manding Admiral of the fleet, Antonio Ja- 
iiuario de Valle,* and' not Commodore Han- 
corne, of having fupplied my wants, and his 
Excellency the Vice-Roy, of having given 
me a handfome houfe, while he lodged Pra­
ter,- Drummond, the foldiers, women, &c. 

“ without diflineflion, in an hofpital; thefe 
great men knew every thing unfavourable to 
me, but they had alfo the means of learning 

“ how I behaved in the moment of the munity: 
“ and how fome others. My difpute with Mr. 

Prater differs in fomething from his account 
of it. Reafons, more than fufficienr, induced 
me (while at Rio Grande) to put my fword 
in my hand againfl: him, but he was refeued 
from the danger into which he had drawn 
himfelf, by the interference of Mr. Murchi- 
fon, who himfelf received what was meant 
for Prater.

I am. Sir,
“ Your moil obedient Servant,

J. G. S. LISLE.-
PortfmoHthf April D99*’*

During
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Dulling my ftay at Portfmouth I reeeiv«! 

the fame attention and politenefs I had met 
■with at Liibon. As n o  doubts were entertained 
concerning my fafety, I was permitted to amufe 
myfelf as I pleafed; but as a life of indolence 
jie.yer fuited my difpoiition, I again and again 
made application to his Majefty’s Minifters to 
fend for me to town. I -could not indeed fup- 
pofe that they would order me to be brought to 
England without fome reafon, and I naturally 
concluded, that they had for their objed the in- 
veftigation of the mutiny on board the Lady 
Shore ; two months and upwards, however, 
eiapfed before I was fent for.

At length, either in confequence of my ap.- 
plications, or from fome other motive, Mr. 
Townihend was fent for me. He found me 
early in the morning on board the Brilliant; 
and after acquainting me with his miifion, he 
left me, and returned to his inn, where I en­
gaged to join him before eleven o’clock; this 
engagement I fulfilled, and we immediately fet 
off to town. From him I received the moil 
polite treatment; I was laid under no reilraint 
whatever, and fo far from being difarmed, I 
not only travelled with my fide-arms, but Mr. 
Townihend, who knew my difpoiition, fur- 
piilie.d me with a brace of piilols for our mutual

A a 3 defence

m

I



I

3 5 8  T H E  L I F E  OF

defence on the road ; in iliort, his humanity 
and politenefs made me forget that I was a 
prifoner.

• ^

1

,1 !i

C H A P .  XXVII.

T h e  a u t h o r  a r r i v e s  in  to w n y  i s  f e n t  to  ^ 'o t h i l ^ F i e l d s  

B r i d e w e l l . — C b a r a d l e r  o f  t h a t  p r i j o n . — "T h e a u -  

th o rn s  e x p l o i t s  w i t h  b a i l i f f s .— C o n c lu f io n .

A  T my arrival in town I was depoiited in Tot- 
hil-Fields Bridewell, where I have ever iince 
remained, to ufe the phrafeology of the place, 
like a parcel left at an inn till called for. Here 
I have received the utmoil politenefs, and the 
moil humane attention, from Mr. Fepwick, the 
Governor, and his family, who feem, in ihort, 
to be formed by nature for foftening the rigours 
of captivity ; fuch, too, is the force of example, 
that the fame humanity pervades ail his fervants, 
and guilt, though nothing human can dived; it 
of its horrors and remorfe, feels them as its 
word: evils, without the aggravation of tortures, 
equally cruel, unneceiTary, and impolitic.

Thus far has been, what we may call, the 
more ferious part of my hidory; and many of

my

w
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cny readers will, perhaps, be much furprifed at 
not finding it a counter-part to that of Jona­
than W ild; but, in truth, my life has rather 
confifled of ferious, than of comic fcenes, and 
my adventures, befide thofe already enume­
rated, ar̂  not, I hope, of a very criminal dye.
I have, it is true, had a thoufand hair-breadth 
efcapes from bailiffs, and among the reif, one 
or two laughable ones, which I fhall relate; but 
as to the trafh fold by Kearhey as my hiifory, I 
know nothing of it, farther, than that it is, with 
the exception of a very few inftances, totally 
falfe, and where true, fliamefully diftorted. For 
inffance, I w'as by him accufcd ôf havdng de­
frauded Lord Eardley, Lord Salisbury, and 
Meffrs. Grimwood, Hudfon, and Barret, all of 
whom lived in the fame ftrect; I fent to them 
to know' if they had any charge againfl me, and 
received from each a certificate, acknowledg- 
in g -y  that I never had cheated them, and that 
they had nothing to lay to my charge. I mean, 
not, however, to deny that I have negledfcd 
pundluality in my payments, and that when I 
wanted money, I have, without thinking how 
it would be paid, accepted the loan of a few 
guineas from any friend ; taylors have, likewife, 
found me not fo ready to pay as to order; and 
thus I became acquainted with bailiffs.

h
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One of my beft manœuvres to avoid them 
was, before my perfon was known to them, to 
pretend buiinefs in all the dilferent fpunging- 
houfes : I thus knew their faces, and by the 
help of a good look-out, for a long time avoid­
ed them. One day, however, near Charing- 
crofs, I was met in a hackney-coach by two 
bailiffs, who had a writ againit me ; as foon as 
I perceived them, I ordered the coachman to 
drive as fail as he poifibly could into the Horfe 
Guards, promifing to take all confequences 
upon myfelf, and to give him a guinea for his 
trouble. The defcendant of Jehu exerted his 
utmoil fkill, but without being able to prevent 
one from attempting to feize the horfes, while 
the other attempted to ilorm the door; a dex­
terous application of the whip, however, made 
the poil the former had taken very uneafy, and 
I repelled, as well as I could, the attacks of 
the other invader. Both clung, however, to the 
iides of the coach, till we drove altogether into 
the Horfe Guards ; there I leaped out, and hav­
ing explained the matter to the officer then on 
duty, made a bow to the bailiffs, and walked 
through the Park, while they returned by the 
gate they had entered, ^midff the laughter of
all who beheld the feene.

' »
Another time, fitting at breakf^il, I was at­

tacked by three of them, and got oif by the fol­
lowing

irii5
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lowing ftratagem : I then lived in Oxendon-
ilreet ; and almoft oppofue to me lodged Lord 
(then the honourable Mr.) Semple, who bore 
a commiiTion in the Guards ; the fimilarity of 
names, as both were called Captain Semple, 
had occaiioned many miilakes j but though our 
names were alike, our circurnftanccs differed 
widely ; for he owed nobody a farthing, and I 
owed every body who would give me credit. 
As foon as thefe vultures of the law entered the 
room, they, with the ufual etiquette, made me 
acquainted with the purport pf their vifit, and 
concluded, by giving me a very prefiing invi­
tation to a houfe kept by one of them. As I 
wifhed to decline this honour, I affedfed much 
furprize, and told thern they mull needs be 
miftaken, as I was in debt tQ nobody ; they 
aiked me if I was nqt Captain Senaple ? ** 1 hen, 

gentlemen,” faid’ I, the whole is cleared 
up, there is another Captain Semple lives in 
this itreet, I  fee him now,” pointing at his 

lodgings, ** locking through the window ; and 
this is not the lirft, nor hardly the twentieth 
time, that I have been arrefted for him ; in 
Ihort, his attornies, his duns, and his bailiffs, 

** will force me to quit this flreet.” I then 
profeifed myfelf perfedlly ready to go with them, 
if they infilled upon it ; but that I was quitç 
wearied wdth fuch incelfant vifits of that nature ;

and
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and rnuil, for my own fake, bring any illegal 
ad: before a Court of Juftice, that I might be 
rid of fuch plagues for the future. This puz­
zled the bailiffs, who, with fome reludance, 
\\ent down flairs, and, at the door, enquired of 
the fervant of the houfe, if there was a n y  o t h e r  

C a p t a i n  S e m p l e  in that ftreet; flie told him there 
was, and opening the door, pointed out to them 
the fame houfe that I had done. This fatisfied 
them, and I profited by the diverfion thus made 
in my favour to efcape, leaving my honourable 
namefake to fettle the affair with them as he 
could. In a word, he was taken to a fpunging- 
houfe, in fpite of all his remonflrances, till the 
agent of the regiment releafed him ; I have been 
told, he afterwards attempted a profecution 
againft the bailiff, but it appearing that no 
wanton ufe had been made of the writ, and that 
the miflakewas almoft unavoidable, he obtained 
no fat is faction.

Another time Colonel------------had the mif-
fortune to be arrefted, and two g o o d  J u r e t i e s  be­
ing demanded, I undertook to procure them for 
my old friend and companion. Two were ac­
cordingly found ; but, alas! notwithflanding 
they fwore pofitively, they were not credited, 
and we were forced to come again into court 
next day; then, however, we fucceeded, for 
having procured a  n e w  f a c e ,  I dreffed one of the

‘ former
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former (a Jew, who fold dippers about the 
ilreetsj in fuch a manner, that he was no longer 
recognized by the Court, and we came oft tri­
umphant.

This dexterity in avoiding the common courfc 
of law, howeverj eventually coft me dear; I 
was fo wtII known for out-wdtting bailiffs, that 
there was hardly one who would undertake to 
arreft me; and this it waŝ  as T am well con­
vinced, that induced Mr. I.yccrt to proceed 
againft me criminally. In confequence of this 
ambiguity thruft into the law, nobody knows 
how, men are intrapped ; and, if carried to its 
extent, there may foon be no impoilibility in 
taking an infolvent merchant from the Royal 
Exchange, and fending him to New South 
Wales.

I now return to the fubjccl of my more fe- 
rious buiinefs; and here I miift beg my readers* 
patience till I lay before them a concife view' of 
my vicifUtudes. Born of an aiitient and noble 
race, but not poifeifed of riches equal to their 
rank, I naturally imbibed ideas of a too lolry 
kind; flattered in my youth by my rich and 
pow'erful friends, I formed to myfelf plans of 
future grandeur; plans, which my impetuonty 
of difpofition prevented me from realizing. 
With abundance of fire, and not a fingle atom 
pf prudence, I launched into the world ; my

friends
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friends fupplied me with money even to profû y 
iion ; and as I got it without trouble, I fpent it 
without reluiflance. Liberal as they were, my 
extravagance outftripped their bounty, and I 
ŵ as repeatedly involved in debt; ftill their 
purfe§ were not fhut; they fatisfied my credi­
tors, and, with iliame I relate, their generoiity 
only impelled me to new expences!

Accurtomed, from my earlieft infancy, to the 
moil elevated fociety, my ideas imperceptibly 
aiTimilated themfelves to theirs. I entertained 
views of grandeur while yet a child ; I felt my- 
felf born a Ipldier, and implicitly truiled to my 
fword for opening to me the way to the Temple 
of Glory. When little beyond the age of a 
fchool-boy, I was diilinguiihed by the moft re­
nowned generals ; I had feen the immenfe ar­
mies of Ruilia cloathed in an uniform of my own 
contriving, and the pelebrated Prince Potemkin 
had, as is well known, honoured me with par­
ticular marks of his approbation. Flattering, 
as are the diilind:ions I received, I will not re­
late them all; but my reception by i\ \ t  P r i n c e  

' d e  L i g n e  was in a fj:yle pf compliment too iingular 
to be omitted.

Coming to Brabant, on my return from the 
Black Sea, I had the honour of becoming ac­
quainted with that great and moil amiable 
Prince. To the utmoil politenefs, he fuper-

added
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kidded an invitation, in confequence of which I 
went to Antwerp, where his Highnefs then lay 
with a corps of army, as the Emperor, Jo- 
feph II. then threatend to attack Holland. 
Such was the opinion of my military talents, 
which this veteran foldier entertained, that in 
compliment, he ordered his regiment, which 
was certainly one of the fineft in the world, to 
parade before the hotel where I lodged : not fa- 
tisfied with this, though he was an old Impe­
rial (xeneral, and I was a very young Major, he 
placed me at his right-hand, and w ent with me 
along the front. The very inilant too that I ŵ as 
receiving this moil honourable and pleaiing 
compliment, as if every thing meant to confpire 
to inflate my vanity, Earl Cholmondely, with 
•another gentleman and a lady, arrived at the 
G r a n d e  L a b o u r e u V y  the hotel where I was.

A conftant repetition of thofe praifes might 
have intoxicated a much cooler head than mine; 
my pride had now its full fcope; I was already 
in idea a General in Chief; my brain teemed 
with improvements in taeflics and evolutions, 
till my expences fo far out-grew my income, 
that I was involved in debt and difficulties.

Even when I was difgraced at home, I was 
admitted to the favour and familiarity of the 
firit generals upon the Continent; what their

opinion I
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opinion of me was, the following anecdote w’ill 
iliew. Juft after I had joined the allied army 
in the Low Countries, a Britiih General who 
knew me and my whole hiftory, one day afked 
the Duke F. of Brunfwick, how he, knowing 
my difgrace, and that I had juft come from 
France, could put fuch confidence in me?

Were I a taylor, or a boot-maker,** replied 
the Duke, I  certainly fliould be fomewhat

cautious in giving him c r e d it ^  but as a foldier, 
** I know that I might fafely truft him with the 
“ whole Pruflian army.*’
, Of my fufferings fince I left the allies I 
need not fay another word; my readers are fully 
acquainted with them, and I cannot fubmit to 
the whining tone of complaint. I have, I truft, 
amidft them all, aefted in fuch a manner as to 
give my friends no reafon to blufh for m e; my 
adlions were fuch as I thought my duty re­
quired, though I cannot help thinking myfeif 
fomewhat hardly treated, at being left for near 
fix months in a prifon, without even the fmalleft 
allov/ance for fubfiftence.

I have now performed what I promifed, by 
giving my own hiftory, fuch as it has really 
been; and the reader has, I hope, feen, amidft 
all my errors, fornething that may be commend­
ed, much that may be pardoned, and ftill more

that
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that muft be pitied. That I meant to vindicate 
every part of my condudl could not be fup- 
pofed; but, alas! man is the creature of circum- 
flances, and let him not prefume to expe<fc, 
that no prelTure is heavy enough to drive him to 
a wrong adtion. Violent pailions, the almoil 
infeparable companions of a vigorous conftitu- 
tion, call upon youth, with an importunity 
nearly unceaiing; experience, the furefl: guide, 
is inevitably wanting; example invites, fplen- 
dour difplays its allurements, faihion leads the 
way, and ruin too often follows. Gay, honeft, 
unfufpeding, and generous, the young man 
rufhes on to pleafure, and confidering intereil 
as traih, is apt to weigh the property of others 
as lightly as he does his own; amufements incur 
expence, and expence degenerates into prodi­
gality. To fupply thofe pleafurcs now become 
almoil necelTary to his exiilence; he contradls 
debts, which he cannot pay ; he iliifts from his 
creditors; his gay companions forfake him, as 
an incumbrance on their joyous moments; po­
verty flares him in the face, and actions, at 
which his foul recoils, become the only poflible 
means of fubiifling. If an accidental fupply 
falls in his W'ay, his reliili for pleafure returns; 
he embraces it with an appetite fliarpened by 
abftinence; he is again involved, and difgrace 
fucceeds to ruin.

Once

Hi
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Once diigraced, thofe p r u d e n t  friends, whom 
the law alone retrains from open plunder, aban­
don him; they do worfe, they ihut the door of 
fociety againit him by their calumnies; his 
faults are the theme of their converfation, and 
they ilielter their own want of honeily behind 
his lofs of fame ; they hunt him dowm with un- 
ceaiing clamour, till it needs more than com­
mon difeernment and common firmnefs even to 
dare to befriend him; his timid well-wiihers 
will not venture to give their countenance to 
him ; and he is left to periih !

Did it always happen that men of ŵ arm 
paiiions, hurried away by pleafures, were vil­
lains ; or did it always happen that the cold, 
the folemn, the plegmatic, were honeft ; fome 
excufe might be found for fuch perfecutions. 
But as it happens on the contrary, that the man 
who is without vices is alfo, for the moil part, 
without virtues; and that prudence is very often 
nothing better than low felfiihnefs in difguife, lit­
tle can be faid for fuch gratuitous feverity; be- 
iides, if one good adlion is not fufficient to con- 
ilitute the man of worth, why ihould one bad 
one be allowed to conllitute the villain? A fe- 
riotis turn, the effecflof experience, may reclaim 
the libertine, his unruly paiiions may fubiide, 
and he may, if the gate of fociety be left open 
to him, fome time or other, re-enter i t ; but, if

hunted
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hunted into villainy, by the clamours of hypo-
crify, the die is caft, and his perdition is inevi­
table.

Too often do talents and accompliibments 
prove the ruin of the owner; he is befet by the 
envy of little minds, they endeavour to reduce 
him to their own level, by drawing him into de­
bauches ; they flatter him while in his prefence, 
but no fooner is he gone than they revile him : 
if  his intimacy with them can give probability 
to their tales, they fabricate calumnies which 
pafs for truths ; if he makes one falfe ilep, he
falls unpitied, and they are the firfl to trample 
upon him.

It IS a trite obferpation, that men of talent 
are generally poor, and feldom rife to any high 
preferment; it is true! for if they depend fole”y 
on their merit, no fooner does that begin to 
difplay itfelf, than it is inverted on all fides by 
an army of blockheads, who, having no merit 
of their own, cannot bear it in others. But 
where a youth fets out with high fpirits, con- 
fpicuous talents, indulgent friends, and a fmall 
fortune, his ruin is next to inevitable; life is 
to him a perpetual ambufeade, with a thoufand 
malked batteries ready to play upon him at 
every turn ; his vanity is battered, his fenfes 
amufed, his companions prefs him to become

i"  ̂ the
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the partaker of their pleafures. his enemies en­
deavour to entice him to deftru&on; he yields 
himfclf up to gaiety and expence, till at length 
he falls, and dunces rife on his rum.

FF
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I t was not m y in tention  to  have added another 
word to  the preced in g  fh ee ts; b u t ,  on look in g  
over  M r. Prater’s account o f  the m utiny I 
thought It a p .ty that fuch a beau m orcean  fto u ld  
be cntrufted to  the peri fliabie archives o f  a new f- 
p a p e i. It IS in fact an unique, and w ill, no  

doubt recom m end him  to p rom otion , as it is 
plain that no fuch petty  im pedim ents as fogs or 
m ifts can o b ilr u d  the lyncean eye o f  one that 
(accord ing m  his own account) can fee through  
an oak p lan k ; befides, as he can deferibeaffairs 
w hich he never faw, w ith all the precifion o f  an 
eye-w itn efs, his talents, at m aking official re­
ports, muff be truly wonderful. In order to  

o iim  ju ffice, I cannot forbear g iv in g  his 
ow n words ; and I doubt not that m y readers 
Will, with me, pronounce him

"Tam M a r t i  quam  M e rcu r 'IQ*

B  b Extras
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E x t  r a n  f r o m  t h e  S t a r ,  o f  E n fig n  P r a t e r  s  

N a r r a t i v e  o f  t h e  M u t i n y  on  h o a r d  t h e  L a d y

S h o r e .

(C On the I ft day of Auguft, i 797> 
four o’clock A. M. the French emigrants, 
and a number of deferters (fent on board the 
Lady Shore) bound to New Holland, af- 
fiftcd by the feamen,  ̂revolted, and took pof- 
feffion ofthe ftiip, guns, fmall arms, and the 
arm-cheft. Mr. Lambert, Chief Mate, whofe 
watch it was upon deck, haying obferved 
them for fome time loading their mufkets at 
the main hatchway, without alarming the 
Captain or Officers commanding the troops, 
imprudently w’cnt into the cabin, loaded his 
piftols, and difeharging one of them, Ihot a 
Frenchman, named de la Hay; the muti­
neers immediately ftiot  ̂Mr. Lambert dead 
on the fpot. As Captain Wilcox, hearing 
a noife, was coming out of his cabin, he was 

 ̂ ftabbed in the right fide of his neck, and in 
' his left breaft, which occaiicncd him to fall 
 ̂ down the companion ladder into the great ca-
■ bin, which was our apartment. By this timethe

*  T h e  f e a m c n  e v i d e n t l y  l e n t  n o  a f f i i l a n c e  m  t h e  t im e  o f  t h e  

m u t i n y ,  t h e y  a f t e r w a r d s  w e r e  c o m p e l le d  to  a f f i f t  m  w o r k i n g  

t h e  f l i i p .  (P.206.) revolters
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' revolters had entire poiTeilion of the iliip, ila- 
tioning fentries at every hatchway, with their 

" arms loaded, pointing two guns down the 
main hatchway, loaded with grape-fhot and 
broken bottles j alfo two guns on the fore« 
cafile, pointed aft, loaded in the like man- 

 ̂ ner; layingon the gratings at every hatch-
way> to ftop any one from coming upon 

' deck.
About eight o’clock A. M.  ̂ the chiefs and 

feveral others came down below into the 
gieat cabin, and demanded our arms, which 
were given them ; at the fame time Adjutant 
Minchin gave orders to the ferjeants to deli­

ver up what arms and what ammunition they 
had amongft them, and deiired them not to 
make any refiftance. Adjutant M. gave his 
word and honour that no refinance fhould be 
made on his part, or any of his people, againil 
them. Serjeant Hughes informed Adjutant 
M. he had about twenty-eight fiand of arms, 
and about thirty or forty rounds of ball car­
tridges, which Adjutant M. ordered him to 
deliver up.

if

* Mr. Prater muft either poiTefs the faculty of feeing 
through three bulk-heads of flout oak plank, or elfe he inuft 
relate this from hearfay, as he was, at the time he mentions, 
concealed among the women convidls. (P, 199.)
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They informed us, that in a few days they 
intended to give us the long-boat, and fend 
us away, which they performed on the 15th 
day, at eight o’clock P. M. diftance about 
100 leagues off land, at the entrance of the 
river de la Plata, in the latitude of Cape St, 
Mary; fending in the long-boat twenty-nine 
perfons, men, women, and children, the 
youngeil child not five weeks old. After 
meeting with very tempeftuous weather and 
heavy feas, in forty-eight hours we arrived at 
a Portuguefe fettlement, called Port Saint 
Pedroes, Rio Grande, where we were received 
by the Governor and inhabitants in a very 

“ humane manner. On our firft arrival at Port 
Saint Pedroes, Adjutant Minchin, of his own 

" accord,* allowed James George Semple Lifle, 
who was a conviit on board, to make out a 
Report to the Governor, that he the faid 
Semple was a Major in the Dutch cavalry, 
and Adjutant M. fandlioned him in it. 
Some few days after, the officer, at whofc 
houfe I was quartered, alked me the reafon 
why the faid Major had not his uniform, belt, 
breaft-plate, fafh, &c. as well as Adjutant

S i
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* I have elfewhere remarked the grofs falfehood of this re­
lation, for further fatisfa6tion, the reader may, however, re­
fer to P. 2 1 5—^217,
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M. and felf? I, not wiihing to deceive the 
officer, informed him he never had any; and 
that he was nothing but a convidt, and was 
fent out for feven years tranfportation. The 
Governor was informed what I had re­
ported, and acquainted Semple with it, who 
went to Minchin's quarters, and aiked his 
advice what he ihould do in the buiinefs ? 
IVIinchin advifed him to feek and run me 
through, and there would be nothing more 
faid about his charadier. Minchin being 
very intimate with Semple, went next morn­
ing, in company with him, to the Governor’s, 
carrying a parcel of papers belonging to him, 
one of them faid to be a Dutch Commiffion 
in the cavalry *; and Minchin told the Go­
vernor the faid Semple was a gentleman of 
rank and fortune, a paiTenger on board the 
Lady Shore j and that he knew him to be an

:j ll
y

*  I  am more afliamed, i f  poflible, of Prater’ s folly and 
bafenefs, than of the trouble I give my readers in remarking 
it. There was, it feems, a paper which he could not read, 
and this I  called, what it really was, a Dutch Commiffion; 
but furely his own ignorance was no fufficient reafon for his 
aflertion. By the fame rule he might deny any other paper 
to be authentic ; he wiflied to vilify me in the eyes of all 
mankind, and therefore finding his ilory difregarded by the 
diftinguiihed perfonages of Rio Grande, he attempted to cir­
culate it in England, where, to his difgrace, the faLfehood o f 
his aflertion is univerfally known.

B b 4 officer
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officer in Dutch cavalry, and what I had 
reported was an infamous lie ; and he the faid 
Minchin hoped the Governor would chaftife 
me. Minchin took Semple’s advice in every 
thing,* and always kept him company.
‘‘ On the 23d September, i 797> were 

“ embarked on board fmall craft for Rio de Ja­
neiro. Semple, Mr. Black, and Michael 
Richards, a boy, made intereft to goby land 

“ to St. Catharine’s. We arrived at Rio dc 
Janeiro on the 23_d of Odlober, fome time 
after the above-mentioned people had reached 
that fettlement from St. Catharine’s, on board 
the Portuguefe men of war. Semple was on 
board the Admiral’s fhip, Signior Antoine 
Janeiro’s; Mr. Black on board a 64 gun ihip, 
commanded by one Thompfon,t an Englifh- 
man. On board the Admiral’s ihip was an­
other Engliiliman (named Philip Anvorn, a

Cf
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* Neither Minchin nor Prater were mv companions^ and bad 
either o f them taken 7>iy advice during the mutiny, I have little 
doubt of having faved the fliip ; and had they taken it when 
they were in Brazil, they would have met with more refpeft 
than they received.

+ Since the time of one Arnold, I have not heard of even an 
enemy being treated with fiich Indecency. But to the truth 
of the next obfervation I readily and heartily fubferibe ; M r. 
Prater was fncerely forty that I was treated with refpeftby the 
mod didinguintcd officers in the Portuguefe fervice.

Lieutenant
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Lieutenant in our fervice, but rank of Major  ̂
General in the Portuguefe fervice) who, I 
am forry to faŷ  paid every attention to 
Semple, fupplying him with calh, and in­
troducing him to the firft company in Rio 
de Janeiro. Although I had applied to him 
in perfon for affiftance, and to ufe his intereft 
for us to be better treated than what we were, 
he, knowing our iituation, many days with­
out fubiiftence, actually in a Rate of ftarva- 
tion, the allowance from the Viceroy being 
only twelve venteens, fterliiig about i3^d. 
per day, for fifty days ; and that was acfliially 
flopped from all of us for four or five days, 
except Drummond, without our having a 
morfel of bread to cat.
“ On the 23d of January, 1798, we were em­
barked on board the different Brazil mer­
chantmen, for St. Salvadore’s and X̂ ilbon, 
and arrived at St. Saivadore’s the 5th of 
April; being very ill treated on boa.rd the 
merchantmen, having nothing to eat but 
flinking fait beef, cafade root, and horfe 
beans. We reprefented our ill treatment to 
Francifco Paulo de Lait, Admiral, and com­
manding our convoy, who took no notice of 
it. We Raid at St. Salvadore’s two months, 
receiving no fubfiRence either from the Go­
vernor or Commodore. On board the Riip

with
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with myfelf was Lieutenant Drummond. On 
our coming out of the Bay of All-Saints, wc 
unfortunately carried away our rudder, and 
were obliged to return to refit, when, on ap­
plying to the Governor for a paflage in the 
fécond convoy, he kindly ordered us on board 
the frigate Carlotta,thc Commodore of the con­
voy where we cannot fay, with truths we were 
treated like gentlemen. On our going into 
the Tagus, we got aground on the Bar of 
Lifbon, but in twenty-four hours we happily 
got oflr', by the afiiftance of the Almighty, 
and not by the good management of the For- 
tuguefe."̂  Witnefs my hand this lit Septem­
ber, 1798,

W m . p r a t e r , Enfign,
N. S. W. Corps of Foot.’®
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*  M r.Prater grows wondrous pious’towards his concluiion ; 
and indeed if his piety there arofe from repentance for the 
falfehoods that he had uttered, it might be, perhaps, a con- 
folation to the godly part of his friends. Without, however, 
the lead: intention of under-rating the mercies of God, or over­
rating the feamanfliip of the Portuguefe failors, had they not 
been on board, the fltip had, I doubt, remained on the Bar 
of Lifbon till this dav.
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«r« C o p y  o f  L i e u t e n a n t  G erard D r UMMOND*ß
C e r t i f i c a t e ,

«

€ C

(C

Enfign Prater having deiired me to look 
into the above Report of the feizure, of 
the iliip Lady Shore, on the ift: day of Au- 
gull:, 1797 ; I do hereby declare the above re- 
port to be true, as I was on board the fhip at 

** the time, and have been with Mr. Prater 
iince leaving the ihip, in the long boat, to 
our arrival at this place,

(Signed) " GERARD DRUMMOND, 
Lieutenant Bombay Marines Hon. 
Eaft-India Company’s Service.”*

C (

C«

*  This was a moil convenient certificate; it was, without 
a date, tacked, like an epaulet on a military coat, to any thing- 
that required it, and iliifted as occafion offered. M r. Drum­
mond is in the Eail Indies, or I might anfwer his certificate by 
afking, who it was that hid hiinfelf under the furgeon’s bed?

(COPIE.)
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A  M o n fieu V y

Is / lo n JIe u r le  B a r o n  D ’Ompteda, 
^’Hanovre,

a  Ratisbonne.
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Souffrez, Moniieur, que je vous 
demande raifoa de votre conduite a mon 
egard. ,
“ Eu 1“. A quel titre, et de quel droit avez 
vous en la témérité, de me faire arrêtter? 
Etoit-ce comme Miniftre de fa Majeflé Bri­
tannique ? Mais, Moniteur, etiez vous revêtu 
de ce caraélere ? Vous qui n’etes reçu a la 
Diette de Ratiibonne que comme le Minière 
de PEIecleur de Erunfwic Lunebourg, et en 
qui le Sénat d’Augiburg n’a reconnu que ce 
titre dans fon decret ci joint, du i i  Mars,
1794.
“ Vous avez donc eu tort de vous qualifier de 
Miniftre de fa M. Britannique comme vous 
l ’avez fait a Augfburg le 11 Décembre, 1793; 
et dont je vous envoyé un fidele extrait. Ce 
n’eft donc point a ce titre que vous avez pu 
avoir authorité fur moi

Mais encore, etoit-ce en qualité d’autho- 
rifé de fa M. B. ? Mais comment auriez vous

l’impudence
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Pimpudence de le dire ? Vous qui fcavez que 
le véritable Minîftre de la Cour Britannique 
a Ratifbonne, a déclaré qu’ elle n’avoit pas 
demandé mon arreilation, et que le Roi n’a­
voit aucun fujet de plainte contre moi.

Vous n’aviez donc, Moniieur, aucune au- 
thorité fur moi, ni comme Miniftre, ni comme 
authorifé de fa Majefté Britannique, vous 
avez donc outre paiTé les pouvoirs qui vous 
ont été confiés par votre Souverain, et par 
confequent compromis le caraélere dont il 
vous avoit revêtu,
”  Mais 2^. Quand vous auriez été revêtu de 
tous les titres que vous avez eu la prefomp- 
tion d’emprunter, ma conduite méritoit-elle 
de fi mauvais traitements de votre part? les 
témoignages flatteurs et les grades honnora- 
blçs que m’ont accordé les Princes fous les 
drapeaux defquels j ’ai fervir ne la juitifient- 
ils pas fuffifamment ?

Je ne parlerai point ici de mes campagnes 
au fervice de la Ruflie, ni de celles que j ’ai 
fait en Amérique dans les armées de S. M. B. 
mon Souverain, mais je parle de la maniéré 
dont je me fuis montré en 1793 en combat­
tant fous les ordres de S. A. S. Monfeigneur 
le Duc de Erunfvvic Oels, et en fuite fous 
ceux de S. A. S. Monfeigneur le Prince d’ 
Orange, le grade honorable que cet augufle

Prince
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Pi;ince m’a accordé^dans l’armée de LL. HIL 
PP", prouve la confiance qu’ il avoir en moi, 
et fi j ’ai manqué a mon devoir, c’etoit a lui 
et nullement a vous, Monfieur, a s’en plain­
dre.
‘‘ Après m’avoir fait éprouver les plus in- 
jufies vexations, m’avoir condamné aux hor- 
reurs d’une prifon de trois mois ou j ’etois au 
fecret ainfi que mes domeftiques, et après être 
refié une autre mois dans cette ville pour vous 
donner le tems de prouver les griefs, que 
vous avez avancés contre moi, fans que vous 
a y e z  pu en vérifier un feul, il ne vous refte 
plus maintenant, Monfieur, que de me rendre 

“ raifon de fi iniques procédés. J’exige une 
reparation, vous favez de quel génre. Vous 
avez voulu me dégrader a la face de l’Europe, 
et c’efi a la face de l’Europe que je vous de- 

“ mande la fatisfaélion qui m’eft due.
Je fuis enattendant votre réponfe autant 

“ que je dois l’être,

“ Monfieur,
“ Votre très humble Serviteur,
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Nil

Ce M a r s , 1794.

“ J. G. S. LISLE,
“ M a j o r , " ' '

T H E  E N D .

P r in t e d  b y  W .  B l a c k  a d e  R,  T o o k e ' s  C o u r t ,  C h a n c e r y  L a n e .
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