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THE AMRITA BAZAR PATRIKA.
CALCUTLA—THURSDAY Tth May 1874,
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Bankipore, 30th April, 1874. Dear Editor—I have
not written to you for some days, because our station
has become dull of news since our Commissioner
has gone into the interior of Tirhoot to meet His
Honor the Lieutenant Governor, I believe, finally
4o decide, what steps are now necessary to be taken
to contend with the ghest of the famine, as people
say the real famine itself 1is pretty out of the way.
But as the month expires. today, it is meet that I
should give you some scrapes of news. The most
important amongst taem is the advent of native
doctors from all parts of the world—the continent

P or the peninsula, I mean India, from all sorts of
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. If they can prove

service viz. military, civil aund others, of course the
best and the most skilful hanas have been drainéd
off These men like their forerunners Tussildars
and Dy. Magistrates have been accommodated nc-
where but under shades of Banian trees. “lhey are .
now in course of distribution to the several reliet
centres, it is feared that, although there have not
peen many deaths direct from starvation and what
few there have been the police took good care te
~onceal them, people will suffer by hundreds from
Diarrhoea and Dyséentry as the natural consequence of
scarcity, they living chiefly upon Mokie and other
extranedus food for the last two months when rice
was not within their easy reach, Government ab-
solutely refusing so long to allow its own rice to be
sold to them | I hear Government has at last now
decided, when there is no more place to store In
to sell its rice through the medium of Baniahs the
__esllateral accessaries for creating the famine. i
~ It is generally believed that the prevalent diseases ;
such as Diarrhcea and Dysentry will be beyond
the reach of human skill and people must
die by thousands in the afflicted tracts and as
such we are anxiously looking out for the advent of
undertakers and Moodafuruses to- infest this city
on their way to the relief centres. These men will
" form the last of the series in bringing the relief opera-
tions to a close. May God spare their toils !

Bye the by the Bengallee contractor of N. W. P.
must be a wonderful man. Day before yesterday 1 saw
camels passing through our city which I was told
were all his sendings. The municipal overseer had
complained against the Camel Chowdhory that all the
trees on the roadside have been stripped of their
foilage, that the Magistrate winked his eye and said
“oh ! never mind, the leaves will grow again but the
camels could not be brought to life again if they
once die for want of fodder.” Would you believe,

thatas I took the greatest care to watch over his
doings and I took my seatin the down passeéngers
train to see how many of these beautiful creatures,
‘were on the way, although I missed counting them
I saw their continnous string extending from Banki-
pore to Futwah no less than a space of I3 miles.
T saw also especial full trains one after another of
bullocks, mules and donkeys, not monkeys as your
devils would have it, passing through our station all
these added to the enormous number of carts that
have been coming here for the last few days from
N. W. Provinces are unmistakeable signs of the
energy and foresight with which Sir Richard Temple
"had grappled the transport subject in time. People
no doubt would wonder why such heavy means of
transport are breught into the field now so late when
their use is perhapsmno longer required, the Railway
train from oppesite Burrh te Durbhanga being com-
plete is expected to do the needful, but every reason-
_able person should remember that these were arran ged
for as a reserve means to tide over,contigencies ;
supposing the Railway was not ready, supposing

the contractors had broken down, supposing the famine
bhad broken in all its horrors, what then, would not

then, these reserve of cattle and carts been of in-
‘estimable gervice. Thank God the famine has been or
ijs about to be averted, we should not be sorry if -
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money is lost in taking precautionary measures to

~mees it in all its aspects.
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TPhe market bill has received the assent of the
Viceroy. _

" One Bradley under examination in the Alipore
Magistrate's Covrt stated : I never struck any
_one in my life, no, not cven a native.”

; ,&-{‘;

The Enghishmen advises the Judge of Rung-
poye” Mr. Levein to prosecute all parties con-
cerned, meaning of course this Journal and the
Pleaders who filed the affidavit, for libel. Well*
the die is cast and there is no retreat, the rash
act is done and they mus$ remaip prepared for—
~ serious consequences either this or that way.
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: n prove their charge Mr. Levein will |
| be—transferred, but if the charge falls to the
. ground “the learned gentlemen” of Rungpore, -
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all of them, will find a very smallsnug room,
prepared under Campbell’s plan and where they
will have to stay for sometime, about a year or
two. The matter is one of life and death and we
never could persnade ourselves to believe that
““ Bengallee Babus ”? could so combine and that
in a matter of danger. Rungpore has done
an act the like of which was never heard in the
annals of Bengal ! The Hoh’ble L :uis Jaekson
is going to hold an inquiry on the spot.
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Dacca is trying to introduce the elective
svstem. We congratulate Dacca on 1ts
pluck and patriotism and we hope her exam-
ple will rouse such lifeless Towns as Burdwan
and Berhampore. Burdwan frequently complains
of her municipal institutions, but she shews no
sicns of making an attempt to relieve herself
from her troubles. Rajshye is in ruins aund 1t
will take sometime befcre shecan recover from
her repeated disasters. Krishnagore has already
expressed its willingness to accept the boon,

The Patriot makes a very important proposal.
The Conservatives founded the State Scholar-.
ships which were abolished during the Govern-
ment of Lord Mayo by the Duke. Now that the
Conservatives have again come ianto power the
question might be revived. We dare say if
Lord Northbrook does not help us in the matter,
he will not throw obstacles. The Scholarships
were abolished on very queer grounds. It was
said that since the Governor General was em-
powered to take eligible natives into the civil

- service without any especial examination the

(Government need mnot iocur the additional
expence of sending native candidates to England
to compete for the Service. Five years ago the
sc holarships were withdrawn upon this ground
and it 1s well known how many natives have
been allowed to erter diréect into the sacred

circle.

The following 18 & summary of Sir Richard
Temple’s first budget, that is, of the year 1874-75 :—

Receipts | | Charges
Imperial assignments 12,343,060 %
~ Police. 99,000 4,696,000
Jail 978,000 1,790,000
Registration 500,000 390,000
Education 489,000 2,756,000
Medical 168,390 1,310,000
Printing 94,790 356,000
Miscellaneous 76,000 390,000
- Public works 100,000 2,850,000
Rents_ P 194,500
- Repairs &c. ¢ 70,000
Total Rs. 14,768,240. Rs. 14,762,500

The vast number of facts collected by our Special
in the famine'Districts are being now supported one
by oue by eye witnesses. The following letters writen
to all the English Dailies on this side of India were
published during the course of this week. The follow-
ing isfrom the special correspondent of the Indian
Daily News who writes from Durbhagna :—

As far as actual famine 1s concerned, it will be
hard to find any traces of thisjust now in all the
parts from Barh to this. I have gone over the
whole ground, not by rail, but by palkee dak, obser-
ving all the country, talking to the villagers and officers
engaged on relief-works, and my experience tells me
that while there 18 a good deal of want and scarcity
shere is no actual {amine . . :

The following is from the Englishman :—

One of our Tirhat correspondents comments
severely on the reckless extravagance which the
Bengal Government have shown in their transport
arrangements in Tirhut and Chamza.ran. ~ The first

terms made by Bir George Campbell, were, it is said,
fair to all parties, and left the confractor a sufficient

though nat an extravagant, profit. After Sir R.

Temple’s visit to North Behar, it got abroad that

‘the Government was prepared to go to any expense

to expedite the transport of grain ; and the natural
result was a combination among the planters to
dictate their own terms. These terms were. our
correspondent informs us, hurriedly accepted wi;,hout,
any , enquiry or any attempt to find other parites

willing to undertake the contract ; while those who

had already contracted for less than half these rates

got their rates raised to a level with the new ones,

It is believed that, had things been gone about a
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“that secret orders
‘to seize all and every cart whether loaded or not. -

ment have
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miles to the North, or to the East, or away to th

S. S. by East, and 8o on, till the compass is com-

pletely boxed ; but it never appears to assume a
more tangible shape than the presence of vast gang
of coolies, who exhibit much the same appeaxance
as coolies do all over the world—and who ever heard
of a fat coolie 7 To those who have any aequaintanee
with this portion of India, the garbled.and exaggerat-
ed accounts of the appearance of the inhabitants i3 &
matter of ridicule. To the eye the population exhi=
bits no symptom of distress. The natives, ever suspi-
cious of our motives, disbelieve in our disinterested
endeavors to relieve a distress which at present is 1n
the womb of futurity, and appears contingent on the
approaching rains. The famine to them appears in
the shape of a means to an end and that end they.
are firmly convinced 1s Nepal. The existence of
such enormous gangs of coolies on the relief works
‘s no criterion of the distress. Light work and a
high rate of pay, at a time of year when no agricul-
tural employment is obtainable, are sufficient incen-

tives to collect quadruple the number now employed.

; »
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The following appeared in the Delhi Gazette :—

Transport contractors are making a clear profit
of one rupee, and in some Instances more per bag.
The quantities despatched being in lakhs of maunds,
the profits can be easily computed . This is no
exaggeration but a fact. Added to this Government .
are rendering them every assistance in seizing carts, ;
and I am assured by arespectable European firm at .
Dinapore that they have not been able to carry out
a private carting contract owing to the carts they had
secured being seized by the police for the purpose of
being made over to the Government contractors. In
one instance he mentioned that his loaded carts were
seized and on his making a representation to the o~

Magistrate, I think of Hadjeepore, he was informed |
from Government had been issued™

-

The cousequence of all this is that private trade and
enterprise are utterly paralysed. Ihad some coal on
its way up to Mozuffepore, and after many delays
in passing the bridge of boats on the Baugwuttee
river, it was brought te a dead halt by a pile bridge
near a place called Jeetwarpore. The consequence
isthat I have failed in a contract I have made to
deliver, and have had to throw my coal on the bank
at that place. I cannot understand why Govern- .
adopted such foolish and ‘expensive
measures for getting grain into the so-called famine
districts. A well furnished cash chest at Durbhangah
with high rates offering would have set the whole
country in motion, and supplies would have poured

in from all directions without causing the distur-
bance the present high-handed system has done.
Government might have made all such arrangements

as tramways, bridges, &c., as famine works but for
them to do what they have done, is simply absurd

and ruinous ; making the fortunes of about 100
persons to the detriment of the country at large. :

1 "

Famine Expensgs:—A contemporary calcula=

ted that the net cost to the State of the famine

operations would amount to I8 crores, but 1t

appears Lord Northbrook purposes to manage *
the matter with one third of that sum or 6%

crores. His Lordship thus gives an estimate:
TR svdise o vins dit e o A MO0U000
Compeasation to
Railway for o
carrying grains of
private traders. ave 1 aies o~ 460,000
For carrving
Government grain, civier Yasqen. +21460,000
Contractors for the ; £
transport of grain in o ' -
Tirhoot. " PP LB 435,750','"‘;.-4
Darbhanga Railway  «eeee  ceeee 200,000
Cattle and carriage ' .
DOUBht s IN. Wi Pl viain J4n. 80,000
Steam vessels L BV s s Seveses 5 899200
Charitable grants beein b oy 200006
Establishment .. ... 135,000
et 1t not be thought that this laree o
been or will be lost to the Si:ai:e..‘,“g Ttsx‘:mgrl:ia; |

which cost two-thirds of
sold and the expenditure thus balanced. ‘.’l‘he
Government gain may not be in the shape of
money but reproductive works. The entire sum

i l.q;ﬂ_e more deliberately, “}th_oftrangpoxt would | l? os s ent for purchasi g cattle and carriages
not have much exceeded one-third of what it has | Wil Dot be lost. Then the’ 20 laes spent for ;_!
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tr;ansported erain to Tirhoot, for steam vessels 50 framed. The above were some of llis_;mts_nut sav  with \”izian.mgrmn,l Vt"imt'_p::{sititm ;\13*.
lacs ; for establishment 13 and a half lazs and for a.l}, and it would appear t_,hu,t, one manla belzg*d Hobhouse holds 1n tht; m_an of jurists, bat ﬂ;{s 5
charitable grants 25 lacs. Thus of the 2 crores | hl.m when he took the reins of Government 11 .mu;(:h we know that he 1s the most popular of ail
irrecoverably lost to the state on account of th'e .llls hands, and that mania was to Imjure the | jurists that came into 'the; country ani that he is
tamine, 25 lacs only have been spent 'fur chari- | Iinterests _of the people. For bim to encourage not (m’]y an .em121(-:nt l}lll‘:st im}: n}guo:i.r:i‘:;n and
table purposes and almost the whole of the rest | the framing of the New Criminal Pr?ced.u?'e has the good of the people ¢1L‘3[a|F. The law
has been distributed amounyst the— Europeans. | Code was mnatural and we do not hold himn res- nfe::mb(*.r has -not done mueh wml\‘ and it is pre-
The Tirhoot Planters have managed to scrape 44 | ponsible for that, But we cannot say the same cisely on that account that he is so hked and
“Tacs of which they have paid about 10 lacs to the | of our present good Governor General. The rzspected.  Now a days a new mcasure In other
“cartsmen. The special establishment charges | existence of a wide §pread and deep discontent | countrics means one step towards progress,
amount to 13 lacs and 50 thousand and this sum | in India was known in the .ru'hng country al_ld | but 1m India a new measure means a new
" has been distributed among Lalbazar Jacks and | Lord Northbrook was commissioned to allay 1t. | source of oppression and done 15 better friend
the needy relations of big officials. The nett Ltjt us see hov_r Hls_ Lordship has fulﬁ_lled that | of India than one fvho I(El}]f(;()lb?sﬂto allow the
expences on account of the famine will not be mission. On his arrival the ﬁrs-!; thing that | people some rest. 3_[1:. obhduse gave that
thus above 2 to 8 millions. : _ | he said was that he was not gomg to meddle | rest; he was not ambitious like Mr. Stephen' to
The operations of the Government have been: | with .the r.oa.d cess afld tlle.t it Was a proper tax. leave a,l(l_u) famous dumf?edl')tjhmd-hy def.ilt'-()y]}}.%
1st.—The purchase of food-grains and its trans- But if His Lordship dia not meddle with the everzf thing old an | ‘n mig* n:\lv .Onft In_1ts
port to the places where it is wanted. road cess he ahohsh'ed auothe.r | cox}t_emplatc_d s;ea(.. He sa}crlﬁc_ed t mtl na....lum }:lm rwm to
9nd.—The encouragement of private trade by local tax t}xrough .v1llage mun!mpahues:. iHlS the goo;i of the :11131}1; Peoge W lonmt ;e Was }m}x)ne:
‘a reduction of the rates for freight of food-grains Lordship did nothing to repair th'e ddmagﬁs to ,iglv; aw to. Such 1s the plres:ud u\; m(i,.miet
«pn the railways and the suspension of tolls on | dene to the cause of High education but,t ¢ 1 of In 1a,. anEi we can scarcely I:n_ ers a.xét w VY
roads and ferries. | arrested the further progress of destruction. that same individual 13 now trying to deviate

*8rd.—The employment of those able to labour H_is _Lordship l}as all alf)n_g managed to }:eep from .th'(?1 p_a.thTh_e aiiopted by Ifirf:mg a law 1n
g0 that they may earn their living. | his views regardmg the Criminal Proceflur*e Code t,l)e Pn(—:gli eucy fmf‘:lb llll_?ln.ecen?‘{rf y g
4th.—Loans of corporations and private persons | 4 profound secret from the public. Thus mucl{ :I“he ,..0 ject ol :..I'IS n l IS, | to ;I.-‘L‘IO((I;(,(; ‘(,d d:[i
for the importations of food and the employment |- Wax known t:ha:t Lord NOt'thbrm)l&'; was aware of sectlfma of the (Jruu\;;it wc;\f m‘e_“ ode 11 g.m
-of labonr. : i & " 47the alarm Wthh,t!l_e Code created in th('z minds P?@Sldt‘ll(‘}’ Towdl}z. 11&‘31‘1 t;;]f& ‘Jll . Wfas t.x?t.
5th.—"The provision of charitable relief. - ‘ of the people. His ﬁl:st act‘mn regarding t1};18 a‘I}I'louu;‘;d }T.ed l not}q 101(:Jset 0 ta‘{t; an.}mno ice
6th.—The retail of food-grain, through local Cod'e was to suspend it for four months._ The | of Tt. f -(13. ad an 0 )Jec 0 'ts’gl}f .d t};erel's
traders, in places where the supplies through ordi- | anxious four monthg passed away 'and ‘the C_ocle | Pf‘” ty feeling in every col?mu.m._v an er Jls
nary channels are cut off. was introduced. = His Lordship oftentimes de- | party feeling amongst the natlj.r_e prea}s. Wiicn
" One cannot but smile at the simple manner | clared that if the new Code prf.wed oppressive | we ﬁrft raised a hue and .cry ag‘a.mst tlE (;rum;'
in. which Governmert relates what it has done to | he would take the matter into his consideration. [ nal lrpcedure Code, the:e 1\7616: members Cf
~encourage private trade. The reduction of the | It was subsequently atmounceq that the Code | the native prfa:ssl “th'o not 0100§1121g hto Suppill;
 rates tor freight was no doubt a very wise Fequlred amend}nent and _thls mmouncemelnt uls +af:(§1fa‘lh3; llmpohtlc‘allywespou::,e 1; i? ca;:liblfi?a
" measure, but then the railway cars were practi- infused hopes 1nto the minds of the people. | that ‘dreadiul measure. e were quite w By
~ cally monopolized by Government.

And what | Petitions were submitted praying for a thorough | to follow others and we waited patiently for o:

._ : - : : | e, : i mi
could they do with grains which could not be re- amendment and the expurgation of the objection- | of our contemporaries to take the lead. 'I'h
moved from the railway stations for want of { able sections. That prayer was not heard on

result was quite contray to our expectations.
means of transport? It 1s no longer a secret that | the ground that if those sections proved really | The Bengallee first sovnded the note of, nos
all the carts, available in the country were |

oppressive then Government would take the | alarm, but joy and was very glad that the
employed by Government. To speak of suspen- matter into its own consideration. Now this | Amritabazar Pulirika would bé¢ deeply disap-
sion of tolls and ferries is simply ridiculous after

is a line of argument which Lord Norrhbrook pointed to hear that trial by  jury was going
pressing all carts, and most of the pack bullocks

' did not adopt when he vetoed the municipality | virtually to be abolished from the ~P’:esidencg E
and donkeys available in the country for Govern- bill. Indeed if this argument were followed | Towns also. To this remark of our contemporary
ment service.

>
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every ~measure, however obunoxious could be | the Sadharani remarks that the Bengallee lias
| | supported. It 1s well known that when this | no cause to triumph when a privilege 1; tuken
| . | : | : : | gallee has
s | ) daneerons Code was-introduced, Magistrates and | from the hands of the people. The Senga

i G g o GPVERNMESTl'Tnge Corr%missioners were  warned to introduce the | not however committed jtself ; but 1he Palriol
‘ 5u*people of - Ludia are calm, quiet, peacetul, we do thin end of the edge very carefullv. The Com- has unreservedly confessed that it would be

u-k}:;m cg_oosfe to'ia{310£211 tgzasauts.ﬁa\:e ,:E:y Ezt;ngrm:; | missioners. have  frankly admitted thatthey | very aglad to see trial by jury abolished {rom the
" LA 0 1ar 't g . ,

Government acts upon them as a charm and
'l at moments of passionate excitement that charm-

|8
.
]
|
|

impressed upon their subordinates to enforce | Presiaency TOWuS. Our other C(;)I.ltmulmgu'letg‘
the dangerous provisions of the law very sparing- , have not as yet spoken on the su ‘]rcit,. .tlltll?
"‘ O ly and so it.was sparingly used. A fully qrtrxefi was not solely an accouut of thar: we kept silent. E
od fiAme af oncs soysrachem d(_)wu. Lutiog Goe | dividual to let loose in a peaceful society if | The English Press and the Hindoo Press can 4
agrarian rising of 1860 the infuriated Bengal ;1[4101: e G biu welgony sy novdo croch | ‘rarely pull together, they indsed are gencrally
peasantry gave apas§ive Tesistence 1o e “mischief, but tilen what is the use of armihg . at variance with each other wunless when the
' plantity v SROBLER. s 10 De TUGRFCERAR, him so0 ,dreadful'v and keep the people ander | native Press uuthinkingly follows the lead of ¥
.. tuined and oppressed in every way bt pey tant - rehension 7 What have the people of | the E.glish Press as 1t did in the case of income
HEYer, gURRS. BE 0 SHe gy ey go?i?aandozzp Why this iuhumzin treatment to | tax. This billcaffected the interests of uropeans =
afrom. the, Lgnds, o Gr(_)vernment S It'dld an eaceful ?eo le ? Théu it is distinctly stated | and natives alike and we wé‘i’g'anfibus]y expect- :
““not proceed from pysical weakness or tinmiditv, th E:'. the Weg ogs will be unsheathed by and by. | ing to see the KEnglish Press profesting-.
B0 s ihat' tinie Shegiieme. RO WEEY SPRC Alad 1f Lord pNorth-broo*k failed to relieve the | acajant it.] We thought we might malke the Eu-
Ness, and we can bear testimony to the fact. tha:t - 11 ¢ e th  deeddral laﬁv wKich like a bt N rr:peans wm:ewzi‘rm in the matter by gning £00
thousands voluntarily went to jail, allowed their | P°°P eh rolr)n o B ¥ |
wives and children to beg from-door to door, | Mare Haf een oppressing
their huts to be trampled under elephant’s feet,
their cattle and every other property sold, rather
than submitted to handle indigo seeds again,i
B . The late Pubna rising is another nstauce of
! the inuate loyalty of the people of this counsry.
. Whey fifty thousand men were collected in one
‘spot with' spears, swords and latfees, the idea to
resist police never entered into their heads.
The police came, commanded them to disperse
*‘and they quietly dispersed. ~After the sepoy war
“any such rising in the other provinces is simply |
~ impossible. The Parsees and Mahomedans are

o Wy

people, where shall | early 1 the;ﬁe‘ld and by showing too m uch Y
we find a Lord Northbrook again ? Lord North- | But the Asiatic. climate, which 1t is saia favors

- gl B - : : 3 : © non the feelings
brooks are mnot to be had at'the picking, but rhe despotism, has alnegdy tL(;fi DLO:F ahiss 3?1-
probabili_ti“on the contrary 1s. that our next ruler and OpLIIous Of A-Ilgl();lll 1ans.. | ey ‘a 7 H"
land is to send us @ood Governors wheu the l remarks anent this bill : “ The time was W Sy
wultw of the people has. been sorely tried | measure like that which has been before the =
loyalty of the people has been sorely LTIOT | YRR ST s g e bt
by the oppressive acts = of successive bad | public since 1871 to reguiate tue avministraiion =
Governors. We may not expect. again  a | of criminal justice n the H,wh_a,nd _l’qll_ce COUW’: |
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