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Jon Louis Nielsen (1912-1986) was an award-winning Danish-American artist, illustrator, 
portraitist, and educator. 
  
In a career spanning over 35 years, Nielsen illustrated over 200 children's books and 
textbooks. With his wife, Kay, he co-authored the children’s book The Wishing Pearl and 
Other Tales of Vietnam. Among his other published books are Artist in South Vietnam 
(1969) and a Bahamas travel guide. Nielsen also wrote the unpublished memoir With 
Love from Denmark. 
  
Nielsen taught art students at the Hudson River Museum in Yonkers, New York and the 
Famous Artists School in Westport, Connecticut, a college-level institution founded by 
members of the New York Society of Illustrators, principally Norman Rockwell and 
Albert Dorne. Nielsen was a graduate of Brooklyn’s Pratt Institute. 

  
Nielsen’s artwork is represented in the permanent collections of the Pentagon US Air-
Force Gallery, the University of Georgia, and the Mystic Seaport Museum, which 
awarded him the Mystic Seaport International Maritime Award for his woodcut in 1985. 
Art galleries in New York and Florida have featured his work. The University of Georgia 
collection contains 70 photographs taken by Nielsen as studies for his ink drawings; 
some of the drawings in the collection were later used in his book about Vietnam. 

  
Nielsen was an active member of the Society of Illustrators and the National Cartoonists 
Society (NCS). During the Vietnam War at the invitation of the United States State 
Department he traveled to Vietnam and sketched portraits to entertain soldiers. An avid 
traveler, Nielsen was invited by the Zambian government to make woodcuts of the 
native animals while on a safari in Zambia. 
 
 


