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HEADQUARTERS
U.S. STRATEGIC BCiBI:.'G SURVEY AI'NEX B

(PACIFIO).
APO # 234
C/0 POSTIiASTER, SAIl FRANCISCO

T+ TERROGATIOCI NO,., 180 U.S.S.B.S. PLACE: TOKYO
DATE: 30 October 1

(Obtain from G=2)
Division of Origin: OIL, CHEMICAL, LD RUBBER DIVISION.
Subject: RECORDS AND STATISTICS FOR_IJN E;FLOSIVES AND PROPELLANTS,

Personnel interrogated and background of each:
Capt. Niimi, li., IJN - 2nd in Command Section #3 (explosives

and propellantss, Bureau #1, Technicsl Department.

Offices IJN Technical Department

Missan Buildin

th Floor

There intervietved:

Interrogntor: Lt. Comdr, T. H, Evens, USIHR,

Interpreter: Mr, Taji,
Allied Officers Present: Comdr. G, G. Lamb, USIR,

Summary s

(1) Personal background and milit~ry cnreer of Capt. Niimi,

(2) Capt. Niimi's Section vas responsible for the development, production,
and testing of &ll explosives ~nd propellants for the IJN, Chenmical

varfare (including phosphorus bombs) come under the jurisdiction of

Cept. Nose, Section #3.
rtment including nomes of

(3) Gener~l orgrnizntion of the Technicnl Depe
key personnel, also a list of the IJN Arsenals and the private oper-

ated plonts under contract with IJN for explosives, List shovis don=-
age to arsenals and privote plonts in terms of percent of production

capacity destroyed or drmaged as & result of vear damage o

.

Capt. Niimi will prepare o brief of the manufacturing processes at the
He will include the row moterials entering the process,

(4)

IJN Arsenals.,
Chemicnl symbols and comp=

the basic reactions, ~nd the end-products.
osition of compounds will be used throughout, The neme cf the compiny

supplying the rav materiel vill be indicated. apt. Niimi will further
deternine the status of production records -t both the IJN Arsenals ond
nrivate concerns producing under contract. The names of the 0inC's at

the IJN Arsennls till be submitted along with the report on 1 Nov,
So far ns records ~re concerned, the Buregus snd Sections vithin the IJN

(5) ;
responsible for production, inventories and consum-tion are, respectively,
(1) Burcau #1, Section #3 (Capt. Niimi), (2) Bureau of Genernl Affairs,

(3) Bureou cf General Affairs.
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PERSONAL BACKGROUND

CATES ACTIVITY
1929 Was graducted in Chemistry from Tokyo Imperial Universily.
1929 Commissioned a Technical Lt. (jg), IJN.

19291930 Gunnery Department IJN Arsencl, Kure,
1930~1937 IJN Arsenal Hiratsuka in Research Department, speciaclizing in
 the stebility of smokeless powder.
1937-1939 IJN Sasebo Arsenal in chaorge of Inspecting and Testing,
1939-1941 IJN Maizuru Arsenal in charge of Production,
1941-1945 Section #3, Bureau #1, Technicnl Department, IJN engoged in ex-
plosives and propellrnts development, production, ~nd testing,.

ORGANIZATION

Capt. Fiimi briefly traced the organizetion of the Technienl Depnriment in
general ~nd the Bure-u, Sections ~nd Sub-Section connected with explosives
and propellmnts, [n orgrnizetion chert shetving the rel-tionship betveecn
these voriocus ~gencies is shown belov in Fig. 1, Of the six Burenus in the
Technic-l Dep-rtment, Bureau #1 is the one connected ith explosives and
propellonts., There nre three Seetions under Burenu #1, the third of vhich
is connected vith this cctivitys
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ARSENALS

Table #1. below lists the IJN Arsenals which produced exnlosives

and pronellants during the war., 21so listed ~re tre nrivate con-

cerns whicr produced explosives end »ropellants under contract

with the IJV, Tre locations of each plsnt or arsenzl are tebule-

ted 2long with the names. TABLE I

LIST QF IJN ARSENALS AND PRIVATE PLANTS PRCODUCING
EXPLOSIVES "ND PRCPELILANTS
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B A., IJV Arsenals
i Name City Prefecture % Demaged**
% 1. Funaoka Naval Explosive Fac. Funaoka Mivael i 38
é " 2. Hiratsuka " W " Firaksuka Kanagawa 30
% | 3. Ilaizuru s L i Maizuru Kvoto 0
? ' Be Privete Plents Under Contract
¢ l. Nihon Kako K.K. Okitsu Chiba 10
2. Kanto Denki Kogvo K.K. Hodagava Feneeawa 5
3. Nihon Yushi K.K. Taketovo Aichi 5
. 4. Yura Senryo K.T. Fibi OV2vama 0

5. Nihon Keyaku Seizo K.X. Asa Veraguchi 0
6o Mitsubishi Kasei K.X, Xurosaki Fukuoksa 0
5

7. *¥1litsul Kageku KFogvo K.XK,. Omude Fukuolka

8. Nicchitsu Kageku Kogvo K.¥, WNsbeoka Mive zuki 10
O.*Chosen Chisso X.I', Xonen- Crosen 0
* Also produce for tre IJA *% Exprecsed in nroductive ceanacitv

destroved or dam-~ged.

RECORDS

The situstion with respect to records is ovtlined =s fecllows:

(1) Cept. Miimi clesims to heve vnersonallv teken cherce of burnine
all IJV officiel records covering nroduction fisures of exnlo-
sives and »ropellants.

(2) There is 2 wossibilitv of »renaring overall nroduction fievres
for explosives and nropellants bv obtsining the cutnut reports
from the IJN Arsenals rnd nrivste concerns nroducing under con-
tract.

: (3) Cent. Niimi will ascertcin whether nroduction figures =ore 2vail-
able et a2ll IJN Arsenals 2nd »nrivate »nlsnts., He will also fur-

nish the name of the cofficer in ch=erge cf such records =t all
IJN Arsenals.
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- (4) All records concerning stores and consumntion ~f exmnlosilves
o and »ropellants ere availabie at the IJN General Affesirs
L Bureau, Technical Denartment.

(5) Production records ot the IJNW Hiratsvks Arsenal 2re currently
bein~ burned or destroyed bv JOlnt ~ction ~f the Jansnese of-
ficirls 2nd Occujmtlon Forces in that fres, EfTorts will he
initisted thilg dete tTo determine the Neevnglion Forees, =7
SOP records for explcesives, ete. If master conies of such
records arc nreservec, _utemht will be m=de tec moake these
aveilable tc the Chemical Secticn, this Division,

L&) Ceneerning lrprte; Cevts Nliiml knewe ©F oo IngT-nees MheYe
exrlnsivas cr »Hronellents were imported in anv ~nnrecisble
cuantity, but cited Germany as a nossible scurce for immorts,
Anv reoords op Avnoris, 1 dip existences, will bé avellshle =%
the IJV Moizuru Arsenal,

(7) Centar:d stores reccrds o2l1lso erc avoilable at this arserzl,
Cent, Niimi stoted thet be wes of The oninion tTheY sotie 5,000

‘ tons of cantursd ex»losivss hcd begn rerrocessed =t M-izoru,

- but ke did nct ccnsider thot anv rusntity »f contured stores

‘ hod bcern mode 2availasble te the IJIN becouse of the grent cif-

: ficulty in neeting the snecificotions ~nd testing requirements,

Reccrds =rec kent by Secticn #2.

(8) Cant., Niiri su'n rized the bomb darese rsgsessmont for bot> IJNW
Arsenals and »rivote nlents 2s indicated in Toble I, He stoted
thet e €3¢ net heve d~teiled dengge rorarys syrilsable, BUT
referred to Cornonder Tsujirmote in his Ssction whe wes respon-
sible fcr keening cdcetailed inferrmation. Procedure teo interro-
gote this officer hrs been initinted,

RECOADS RECTUESTTD AMD REFORTS DI

(1) Dota on »rocductirn nrocesses =t trz three IJW Arsen~ls, in-
cluging vow meterials gnd Trely Scurte, "eaciions, =nr Lthe
severcsl nreocducts with their chenie~l cerrmneosition. Due 2 Nevw,

(2] Deterrdn~tion ¢f the strtnsg ¢f peoorts ot the TIN Arsepals ond
the nernes cf the 0inC's, A determination of the stotus cof
records o thée nine »rivate nlonts vroc@eing Tor IJM. Diae 2
MOV . :

(3) List of the Officers in chrree of reccrds ~t thz throe IJW
arscnals., Due 2 Nov,




