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It is the ovlnlon of thr inter ozator and of the Alli=d officer
accommanying him that Genrral “M2ZU durinz this interview made state-
ents designed to whitewash the Japaqose army and to-npmtect it from
criticism. It is suggested that his sments be exaninid eritically
and.that tqmy be tnﬂ teq;wlth reserve unl 88, conflrmod by rﬁllable |
sourges, - - &3k A | 9 § ‘
S A, Pliciafey. = S T

1. Japanese_ overations in Chinat at the b“Einninv_af the dostilities
in China 1t was the objective of the Jzpanese Government to localize the
olerations znd to ‘negotiate a-peaceful settlenent with the Chinese. In
the dapanesr Army and anonz - Japarnese civilians therL ware two vroups,'
ohe’ supnortlng this v1ew and ' the othar onp051ng 1%, thos» ovpvos~d the
idea insistod that. it was tine to strize a eripnling, punitive blow .a-

sainst. tha Ohln‘Qr ~In the gencral excitem-at one thlﬂ& 1l2d to another
and the situation flqally develoved tnto 2 fUll*SGa13 war, From the
beginnins of - the hostillti@s until the 2nd of the wer Japanese forcws

in Ghlna Were controllud oy ordars froq imperial HQ in Tokys.

' L] La

\

o ;i;gan ga Act;v1t1es in manchurla. *hp Nomonhan incident was'
caused Wy a local mlsunderscanding with rogard to the location of the
border -lint. A small Soviet forece mntered what the Japanese regarded |
as Japanesc territory and Japanese troops therefore ronulsed the SOlet.
troops, The Soviets then brough up reinforgements;. in consuqa nce of
this, the Japanpse troons in the ‘area also wore strengatened,  These
su003531v3‘1ncre ses continu~d until the situation assun ﬂd s rious pro-
nortions, - Due to the fact that bot: uhﬂ Soviet Gov't and ‘the Japanase

Gov ! ¢ W1qh“d the fighting stonﬁed a Dxaceful Sa tuleGnt was nﬂgotlated
in Moscow. |
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INTZRROGATION No. 488 (Contd) =~ = RESTRICTED

The Soviet willingness to negotiate the settlement was due to the
tension in EBurope; the Japanes~ desire to end the battle was due to the
government's wish to avoid.a full-scale war with Russia. Aftcr the Nomohan
incident the Soviets increased their forces in the area bordering Manchuria
and the Japanese made parallel increase until a peak Japanese strength of

- 700,000-800,000 troops was reached in 1942. However, at no time did #%he
Japanese make plans to attack the soviets. The Japanese Gov't repeatedly
ordered Japanese troops ".in Manchuria to k= 'p peace. The Kwantung %;my
was not independent but acted under orders from Tokyo'. When the War
situation in the. Pacific became critical, the cream of Kwantung S army
troops and weapons were withdrawn from Manchuria and dispatched to areas
" threatened by U. 9. invasion, It was due to these withdrawals tlzt the |
Japanese were unable uO rceist succcssfully the Sov1et sweep through Man-
churla.,h'.

8 Japanesa Operatlons 1n the Paclfﬁc. The 1oss of the Marianas was

serious to Jdpan because it exposed the home 1slanda to direct air and
sea attack. The loss of the phillipines was crippling to Japan because
1t served her sea route to the occunied areas in the south. In the
Phillipines the Japanese intend=d to hold their own, but not to fight

a final decisive battle., Th~ Japanese failure to hold the.Phillipines
was due to insufficient land, sea, and air strength in the arca,

4, Japan=se Army-Naovy ®elationship; The Japanese Army sna Jdévy.
realizing that an all-out was against the unit~d Statss and Gr-at Britain
nréessitated full coop-ration of both services, made joint onerational
plans for both attack and defense during the course of the war, The
military influcnce of both services was equal.

| .iéﬁéﬂaéi_h_mz Plarns for Ending the War: The Japanese Army High
Ccmrand was in favor of endlqg the war ' put 1t kept haking all-out

prevarations up to the very end bccausc it f 2l that .such preparatlons
would stengthen the hand of the Japanese when negotiations w=re owvened.
It was hovoe that soms loecal military success would be achieved and that
suds~quent to it a proposal to end furth-r fighting could be made,
However, no opening of this sort occured., TFinally th~ Emporer decided
to stop hOScllltles. ‘Had he not made -this decision and had the war con-
tinusd, the ar y would have expandad*fts*underprcund aircraft factories,
increased its aerial dofense, :nd gontinued preparing for invasion and
would have fqught,uﬂpll_the,phafaadurancc of the people was exhausted,

Q. Whau were the objectives of the Army in China in the e- rly stagc of
the war with China after che first incident there?
A, At the outset of hostilities the Japanese Gov't intended not to in-
crease thc magnltude of the overation, but to limit it to local war-
fare; as'a result the Japancse Army tried to enter into ne gotlations

with the Chinese local authorities so as to 1linit overations as ruch as
_posarbla_,,

Q Why were the Jacanesc unaolr to 11m1t the onerations? i

A, At the time, the’ Commandcr—ln-cnlaf of the Kyen tung Army, Lt. “en,

TAoHU B3 1ed sarLously to localize the hostilities. The military opera-
tions wcre unddr the charzé of his Chiaf of Staff and the Staff Officers.
There were two factions in the Army, one rild and the other radical
The radical Zroup crODOScd that a blow be doalth with the idea of
punisning Chinese troops, who had becen insolent toward Japanese troopns
and Japancse nationals for a considerable langth of tim=. The mild
faction were willing to dopnt a course of action which wculd lead to
nitization of the hostilities, Lt. Gen, TASHU belonged to the radical
groupy he was in fawvor of serious punishment. 4~ater on a commander-
in-chief was sant to renlace him,
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Interrogation No. -’ (Contd) RISTRICTED

Q. Who was thewaw"Commandﬁr-in-Chi?f?
A, Lt, G=neral KAZUKI, |

Q,”What dap“‘wasithia? :l T o

- A. It was in 1937 wh'n th- general excltement was at lts tenssst.

Qe With r sp2et to vhe situtation in China, what was the policy of the
gov't here in Japan? ; L al

&, The Japanese gov't as a whole was against increesing the scale of war-
fare also was on the side of the mitigating situation, 4Among the
Japanese l‘Ia.ti,cmal‘s there were two factions, one believing that &« blow
should be d=alt, the other holding that the anti-Japanes?® sentiment
by the Chinese would never mitigated by the usz of armed forces; “but
should be mitigated by increasing friendship. In the first place, the
gov't was usited on the policy of localizing hostilities, but the gen—
eral excitement and development of things just pushed on--one thing

=

1éd to another,

Q. What was yvour mission when you sent to North China in 1938%
When I went to China, the north China Army, commanding the ist Army

and the 2nd army, was stationed thers, It. Gen. KAZUXI was' CG of the
1st Army, I was sent there to replace him when he became CG of- the

{fwantung_ Army., S ' ¢ s T . :

g

Were you sent iﬁ.pufely military capacity? - |
Il was sent as a purely military, not a:political’cpmmander.

‘What were you charged with doing with your troops? -

When 1 was dispatched to North China, the Japanese Army in Northern
_'Chinafwasjhold;ng'a frént;glong the‘YellOW”RiVEr,”and I was supposed
to secure this line,” While I was ther- I'hadfno_br@ers to advance,

-#?45 o

L

'so_I'prgct;caliy'remginéd.witﬂin_this line, -

Q. Dia all_éf the ordars to conduct operations come from Tokyo or did
- they someétimeés ¢ome as a result of independent decisions on the palt
of Army Commanders in China? ' |
- A, The Commander-in—Chiefiaf the Japanese Army in Northorn China recieved
orders from Tokyo; then he would issue orders to me, |

Q.+Did that condition hold in China all the way through the War until 1945,
A, Yes, When the China expaditionary'Army wes established in Aug 39, it
. received orders from Tokyo and relayed them to its subsidiary commands.

. Q. Yere the actions of th- Japanese_ﬂrmy in China always controlled by
orders from Tokyo? | _ . | . |
&, Theoretically, I suppose, that is true,

L]

be said to be the responsibility’ of Imperial GHQ? ¢
&, Yes, ' i s .

Q. Then whatever operations that were conducted in China could essentially
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Q. During the period when you were in Chi na what ﬁéé”tﬁé;éohnéétigﬁ'hé;'
tween the troops in Mznchuria and the troops in China, esp601ally

North Chinal oy :
A. Ther¢ was nd -direct cannection betWoen “the two groups, although thcy

were statloned_ln adJacent BPCBS . o o e wiies | i, & R, £ eE

Q. Werg they independent commands?
O Y‘GS. 3 Al
(= ﬂhen.were Vou ap001nted commander af the ﬁwantung Army?
A Septemoer 1939 b aian T . o, M

Q. What was your DbJect1Ve ﬁurlng the perlod YOU-comnand“d the. Kwaptung

"2 Ay s s _ R . Vil

A. My main mission, “for five years, ‘was o kpep order and puace | ﬂlrst
I was charzed with stopning the hostilities in the Jomonhan area.
Later a, neutrallty pact was signed between the two. countries., y ok B
hered to' the prOV151ons‘of thc treaty and for fiv- years, I obtained

,1my O%Jﬂctive. S it Tl s e e g

" "
s "
! L " % = 4 . . . L
- i . k W' o agh W W | -' . ¥

LI ' ] . d ’

Qe How-did the Nomonhah hbstilities begin? E S - N ‘ e
A, At first, perhaps onc company of Soviet troops 1nvaded our terrlt—

ory over the Manchurian bor der line, and, 1 tm;nk. pﬂrhaps the border
line was not quite .a clnar in the Soviet S mind whers we thought: the
Japanase' ‘border 11ﬁ9 Was. Wag not, ‘accdrding to ‘the und=rstanding of
the Boviets, the correct bordlr. line. .The Japanase. had. renulsed.theg,
using two compaqi then thL Soviets commpncbd to usn> more and mere,
‘forecs, and.we woul& 0ppos“ “tiam with prﬁﬁtﬂr forces and soon. Thcn
-~ perhaps, théy ‘st have sent 4 rnnort to thﬁ gov't of .Takyo when those
incidents ‘took nlace -~ PHA Janunoso'aov't thought jjrhaﬂq, the bor-
derline shoud Dbe vuarded. sut "as the ‘situation went one an . more
and more forces were employed, 1t was. the Japanese govit intentlonr
to- stop ‘it and for tqls rehs~n I was sent to, Manchurla to stop. L

eaaitee g NN o IF

LT

Q.- Weére the ﬁu551an ground troops batter equlpnod.and'w néhﬁhey'h;ttér'
fighters than the Japanese had’ ‘anticipated? L

A, The Soviet forc:s sent through largn nunbers and the Japanese 1ncreased

g their numbﬂrs £00, of course._Jut my own oplnion ig that 1 could.not

' say that  the Sov1ets‘haé sunﬁrlar “quiomont ‘howevar, thuy had.excel—

*Yent equipment’ and ‘their horale was high,” but not to the dezree that
the Japancse could not cope with them, but rather, if Japan should
Ynerease Her forces dradually, the scale of battl: .there would increase
until there would be full-scale war betwzen the SOVlPtS and Japan..
and this would be improper, '~

'3Q;*W%ré“the~RuSSiéﬁ'ﬁpdbpgjggpdjfighting.;rbpgé?l-  |
A, Very good troops. * T S

Q. Were the Russian Air Forces as goad or better than expacted?: -« ...
A. The air forces I thought very good, ‘but not to the extent tHat "the
Japanese could not cope with them, The reason that hostilities
were stopned is that, while we were encaged with the Chinese, 10

fight with the Soviets would ¥a too difficult,
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“ R 018 Japan”haYE-any intention at .this time of 2oing to wor with
-Russia? If it had be~n found in- the actions that Russia was .very
weak, would the Japanese have sontinued the operation?

A. I was in China at the time., I received an order to &0 to Manchuria
and I left the next day, so I do not know for sure -the intention of
the Japanege zov't. However, I think that if the Japanese had been
temporarily successful in pushing forward, still the Soviets would
have brought up grcater forces, and it is my beliof that the Jap-
anese gov't though that it was not wise to spread the incident any
further and to fight a full-scal~ war with the Soviets, I was of
the same opinion and that was the reso>n, whan I roceived the instruc-
tions, I went right ah-ad and did my best to stop the hostilities,

Qe As a result of the battle of Nomonhan, di the Army make any change
in its tactics, elther on the ground oryriln the air?

4. I think that the Jzpanese A’y learned only minor tactical points,
such as the use of artillery (because the Soviet artillery forces
were quite superior) and the replacement of supoly. Japan felt that
ner tacties should not be changed,

Qe Did Japan feel that her use of alrplanes there had been handled as
S wWell as could be exvectsd? - | e
. .&¢.I remember that both sides cdid not use.fir Forces to the extent that
-+ ~influenced in any considerable way the develovment .of warfare.

-+ : Qe Do you have the figures on the iass¢s.0f.ground;troaps,'artillery
+ 'pleces, and airplanes during the ,pertod.nf fighting there?
- Ay -1 deo not ‘have it at-present, but I -think that the figures are avail-
able_ WE Al i g . g s b | _ i

- NOTE: A request was made of Gen, UMZEZU at this time to obtain, if
possible, figyres. representing logses for both sides, Japanese and
Russians in personuel, artillery and aircraft, .curing the course of
the battle and alss on the total quantities of each involvéd. ..

Q. Was the Nomonhan incident govern d in.any way the the tension in
<urope at that time? b - _ . s

A, I think that the thoughts of th» Government wers tnoroughly cone
centrated upon stopping this incident as soun as possible rather .
vhan to create any disturbance.

. Did the events in Jurope in any way effect this decigiont
A/ My personal opinion is that the Soviet agreement to 'close the ineident
was due to the EuroPean.tansimqr 2 ; 14 |

Qe At the time you arrived on the scene,  what was the natur~ of the sit-
uation and how long did it take vou to effect a solution to the pro-
blem,

A, When I reached Manchuria, the instructions ‘the Japanes: gov't gave
to the commanders on the spot was to stop hostilities and so hostili-
ties had crased hefore my arrival., What I actually did was to.with -
draw Japanese forces away from the Russian line, and the Russian diad
the same thing, I ar+ived there on the 8th and about the 17th or 18th

it wes completed, I want to add to that .that the truce itself was
conducted in Moscow,
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Interrogati 01') . 488, (contd)

Q. ¥id you deal dirreetly with the commanding gen. of the Russian Forces?
A. The ammistice between the two commanders was done »n the spot,

Q. Where were the actual terms of the settlement drawn up?
A. The truce was made in diplomatic circles in Moscow.

Q. Do you have any pap~rs which deséribe the battle in detail or
operational orders that were issued to the troops before you took
- command? : i 5 ¥ : |
A, Those documents must have been kept in the h-adquarters of the Kwan -
tung Army and I personally do not what happened .to them.

Q. The Gen, was Commander-in-Chief of the Kwantung Army for a long
period, During this time did the Kwantung Army always tako .orders
... from Imperial GHQ in Tokyo¥ - | | —h
A, Yes, i W e
' Q.. .It. was jthought at one. -time that the- Kwantung Army was acting indep-
endently; in other words, without orders from Tokyo. Can you tell me
if this wzs true during any period, even thought it may have been for
just a very short peri odl | | PR T L
. A, Theoretically, at no time. d1d the Kwantung Amy act independently from
7 Imperial Headquarter. However, before I was made Commander-in-Chief
,there were seme:periods, some sccasions, or something that face the

‘impression that the Kwantung Army was independent of Impefial Hgs.
hile ¥ was in command i tried not to give even an impression of thls
-S?rt-thfOPﬁﬁgnLQOuntries.“nIJbeIieve firmly ‘that my efforts to

holad my junior ‘commanders 3in atizht grasp so that they would not
. .. run amok, -were successful during my 't nure, | |

Q. It was thought at one time that the Kwantung Army was Joing-to be
- - the nucleus of an independent Manchurian Army. Can you tell me what
" basis there is in fact for this pelief? =~ o a s,

A, I.don't think that there was anythinz 1ike that. There was nore pro-
bability, 1f anything should hapnven, that trouble would be caused
alonz the border of Manchuria, so I always wanted to beti-r the e-
quipment of the Kwantung Army, or if pbssible,.to increase its numer-—
jcal strength, but I could not carry out my wishes, | *

Q.- -During the.entire meri od of your ffice aszCommander >f the Kwantung
Amy, did the Russian have very large forces denloved along the
Border? | 0 . i Pt

A, As the :Soviéts. increased their forces along the Border the Japanese

. -had to increase their ‘forces; it was just a gradual, successivé;inc—
rease on both side taking blacs.“and the ‘increase o>f personael in
the Kwantung Amy was really motivated oy the increases on the. Russians
sides R e L (Dbt 0 ity WG oy e s o e R R '

Qe What peak strength did the Kwantung Amy att??n“"the,;ﬁrﬁesfﬁnﬁﬁbﬁ?
..of soldi=rs that it pver had ander 1ts command? " .
 A,. The peak. reached was between 700,000 o 800,000.°

-

s

" Q. At.what time? .. ..
_QA;”Ninetgen_fo;ty—nwo.;

'_‘__——__"_'_
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Interrogation No. 488 (Contd)

Q. Can you get for us the battle order, disposition and strength of the
Lwantung Army during the various years of the war from 1939 tarough 4573
A, (General UMEZU replied affirmetively,)

Qe During the buildup along the border, was the Kwantung Army usced as a
training organization for new tronsps wanich werc sent over from Japan
in exchange foy more experienced troops to be put in battle areas?

A, The new recruits of three or four months tralning at home were sent
to Man-~hukuo, and there received further training, while the mature
soldi rs were sent back home, This systom continu~d from the time of
my arrival there up to the time I became Chizf of Staff. Toward the
end of my tenure of duty, some raw recruits were sent to Manchuria
and trained.fraom the beginning, but not all the time,

Q. As well as indicating strength of the trosns in Manchuria, will you
indicate also the time when the new ones came in and the more exper-
ienced ones were sent out and where they were dispatched to?

A, Since these mnhvements were complicated, I 40 not have certain figures
but I can get the information for you.

Q. When Germany was makinz progress in her war with Russia during 1940
and 1941, did the Kwantung Army at any time consider an invasion of
Siberia?

A, It was the intention of the Japanese gov't to adhere strictly to the

neutrality pact between the two countries, + was in agrecement with
this idea. |

Qe Did the Third area army in Eastern Manchuria construct an attck line
north of Hunchun which was contemplated to be used for an 8n attack
on VLADIVOSTOK? |

A, I deny any such intention or plan,

Qe Were there certain 2lemonts in the Japanese Army who favored en attack
on Russia while “ussia was involved in the war with Gormany?

A, There may have been some who harbored privately such a desire or plan;
howev-r, I have not hsard tha: they have any vent to thier desire or
made any move to this effect,

Q. Did Germany at any time to your knowledsze urge Japan to attack Russia?
A. I think it was possible that t-c Germens wanted Japan to attack Russia,
put I really did not hear anything absut it. What 1 mea is that the
Japanese Ambassador to Germany may hav~ received some such urge on the

,part of -the Germans. ;

Q. "ere those urzes ev'r communicated t° you or to the Xwantnng Army?
Durins the tenure of my duty as the Commander in Ghief there, 1 had
oecasions to come back .0 Tokyo: However I never rcceived any instruc—
tions to take any azgressive attitude towards the Soviets, and in fact
I recrived vers-onal instructions—-lettors--strong, cmphatic messagese——
from the Zmporar to keep the border quite =znd pcaceful and not to as-
sume any azgressive attitude. ' |

e

Q. The Emporer save vou those instructions personally?
A, Yes,
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Interrqgati o & 488 (cantd)

Qe Dia he zive “these instructions periodically .r at a particular time?
fﬂ"“hﬁn L rﬁb)rttd to thu Thron“ ‘the &mlitions in Munchukuo._ he_ ke
’ "umnurﬂr personally gsve rg 1nstrudt10ns.'and wh n .the” Chle Qi Staff
received instructions (thﬂ“LmDorPr tolid hlm to krep nesa ge on the'
barder) and the Chief »f Staff r*lay“d this command to m "
Qe At what ‘time WQre you giv n those instructinns? oy
‘:4"“hrou*aout the tenure of my duty I r-csived such 1nstructions “ir-
x r@ctly‘qrindlrectlx. Dartlcul rly thrﬁe munthq aftér my aqsum1nf the
“pos¥ thare, I ecame back to Tokya to renort to the throne aborut the
“termination of ‘the Nomonhan incidmt. The Emporer told m2 to kaep
- peace., WharI'céme'back here and was relieved 'of my duty, the Zm-
“porer told m- emﬁhatically t> maintain peace in Manchuria, end I
“relayed the Emporer's orders to the commander ther:.

’
|-

[

Q. Then was that the policy from the time you boceme Commander in
- Chief- until you came back to Tokyo in 19447 During this whole’
“period wes it the firm DOllCV to maintain peac~ »n this border?
A, I firmly believe, and 1 can give my word, that this was the fixed
- 7policy of the Japancse government., |

Q, Why then was it necessary to have 700,000 to 800,000 tro-ps there?

‘A, It was my opinion that only balanced armed forces can maintain

©  actual peace The “oviets inercased their forces, so Japan had
to increease her forces.

o ¥

Q ‘Was the increase of Japanese F-rc-s in Manchuria always cause by an
increase on the part of the Russian Forces?
A, #oughly speakinz, this was the case,

Qs Later during the war, in 1943 and in 1944, when it becane szpparent
that the Javan-:se naeded more tro ms in certain ar-as-—-Néw Gulnea,
Solomons etec.~-why didn't you'shift sume >f the troips from Men-'
churia to these areas to fight American troups?

A, At first, ther> were tro.ps en-ugh in the malnlan¢ 0 cov=r the ¥
needs; but towara the end the- Kwantunﬂ Army 314 natch trJJns
"' - to the scuth, | | b i
Qe Was the Kwantung Army prevented frsm serddins troops inkio these
. areas vecause of a lack of troops transport at any tim=?
A TIret oF 611, 1Y ook time to' send Kwantung tro s lown to the.
| south., Thoy woula hav t> board ships at Dairen or Fusan and then
sail south ‘and it was shrter and casier to send tro:ps fronm
>lsewhere, The sccond reason was that anything mizht hanmen to
the border, even if Japen had n> intention of aze sssion azainst the
Soviets, so I tried t)» maintain the forces in Manchuria as much as

“@Dssible'until‘thé critical poeriod was reached.

Was ‘the Kwantunf Army ever ﬁrlerni t“ Senc trooms into the =outh

‘that they “iid not send? (3 Ba'sne |

" A, Absolutely'not; theoy ware always sént, While I was Commanier—in-

~ Chief there, in any small affairs I strictly adhered ts thes »riers
of the Imp-rial GHQ.

Q. Rizht down to ‘the smallest detail, then, yvou were under the cantr;1
of Tokyo?

A, Yes, I particularly zuarisd myself azainst rivinz an imwcession that
the wantuns Army ran amok, because in the part theres was som>e rue-
Mor or lmpressiosns ziven Yo the forelzn ts this effect.
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Interroation No. 488 (Contd) R S8TRICTZD

Q. From mid~1944 on, a large number of iivisions, th- D>st in the Jap-
ancse Army, werc sont from ..anchuria to the Ryukus, Philippines,
Fornopa an Janan, ‘het »nolicy change was invslved in the decision
t5 withdraw these civisions from Manchuria® |

A,., I Just follow-d instructions by the Japanese G vernpent and 1 was
awar> that the sending of the pleck =f the snldi=rs iown ther - woulw
weuken the nosition of the Xwantung Army, How ver, I understosd that

| there must have b en s.me neeessity to o tils, 89O I sent my tro ms

as oriereds ‘ '
QeAt the end of this time what was the strenzth left 1in Manchuria?

i, I am .ot very certain as to the figures, bub nerhaps a littl less
t~an half = millicn, and I tried to recrult among the Japanese regi o
dents in Manchuria to replenish the tro os. Perhaps n.t s» much the
p rsonnel strongth was weakened as the arnamentse-an. thils was the

reassn that the Kwantung Army could not rosist the S.viet push at
the last stazge of hsoatilitioes,

Q. To return briefly to the China affalr, we have beantola tant the
policy of Japan in China wns t constantly se iz far soHme :iinlomatic
pollical solutlon by makin: 2ffcrs ta Chianz Eal 3hak to gy Him t0
cooperate with Japsn under which arranzenent hostilitl -s c,ula be
callel »ff, can the General glve me sHme backzruni om this? Is this
trua? Was thet alwsys the policy in China ani 1. viu have any know-
ledze of nezstiations thet were e'nduct>i with Jhinaz Kai Sh-k?

A, I really ln't have any cartain kn-wl>72 e cinesrning this, but I heard
thr uch »rivate channels thrt the nesstiati-ns war2 b1ing continued,

Q.,” Can y>u tell me wh» in the High Crmmand, either militery or dimnlo-
matic cireles, would know absut the negotiations th:t wer= att nded
ana the plan that wos intended to b~ followad with rezar.. t° the

y China inei:ent throuzh-ut the ~antire course & th> waps
A, The Prine Minister and/or Foreign dinistor, I tnink wers the mersons

who wHhuld coniuct these,

Qe Then would TOJO know about the nezstiations during this nennal

A, Durins the periosa when h~ w s Prenier, I understn i tha. he wes
t> wo it personally, sc he must kn.w, I feel thiswey? that sone
Chinese woulld cem» over saying that he wos the yersonal anvoy of
Chisng—Kai~Sheky how-ver, it may have not b:-n sa, and the Japanese
may have not besn holding neg:tiations with the Chinese, anli they
may n,t have rcached the Japanese,

2. In the period »nrisr to onerations azai~st the United Stctes, almost
a1l >f the Japanes= military successes wers arny sucCess. Dres the
G neral kn:>w whether t1s caused sny envy in the Japanese Noyal 1Y -
cles becmuse they weren t in the limelizht quite as -uch as the armyl
A, Durinz th- China incii'nt I think the Navy to k on sctiv: part in the
inciient, so I .o not think thrre was. any reas:n why the Jdavy sh uld
snvy the Army's succeoss or anyihing lik: that, |

Qe Wer~s the plans that w-re 1aid in 1940°<n3 1941 %o att-ck the Unitedl
States wholo=hearte’lly concurred in by both army «n.. the Navy?

A, I cannnt ziv~ a very definite Sminlion 7n this beeruss I wes 1in Man—
churiz. However I understHyod tha. bdoth the Navy ani army wor” in
azresment in irawinz up the nlan fyr the assault m . alss in cone
ductisz the actu=l omarstlons, The army =n’ navy wer" in ~enllza-
tion thet this was the Jifficult nart »f th= war, so I think they
mast hare bacn in accore beforshand in »lanning ann meraiing,
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Interrogation Ny, 488 (Contd

Q. Was the “avy vperhans pusha. intc overations by the stronger psli-

~ tical influence :f the amy? _

A I think that Dboth s~rvices hal ~qual amunt f Puthgrlty, s> that’
dctuallty nﬂlther comrmanda or 1ﬂ¢1uench Ner the other, s in cone-
duc .ing this all-out difficult war they must hav~ bean in acccerd

Q. In other words, a natinal snoration 3f this maznitude had to be
whole-he rted concur-ed in by both Ary and Navy? |
A, Tha+ is my opinion, . . (

.vices was approximetely ecualf?

Whal I made tha; staten~nt I wrs thinking abaut the mllltary 1nfluence

- ‘both services-—-and there may bz some persons who thlnk that nerhaps

y loJO coming from the Army and still Preamier, perhaps thm Army had more
_ DJlltlcal tntlu. ‘nce than the Javy, bdut I was n t ra ally thinking that
' when 1 made the nr vi,.us statcment-~-I was thinking f the Militery

authority. When thev had t> make jorint decisi-ns, the Naval was pre-
cisely equal. ' |

Qe Why doecs the general say that the political influence >f the #w: ser-
A

ﬂQ,'I have n th“d that th? Granﬁ Chanbnr111ns and the vari us cl s ad-

"~ visors of the imporer usually ara Naval Pesnle, Would this tend to
balanc= the molitical - influence th t the Army hai iuring this vperiod?

A, I nevar th ught of it myself, and I cann~t say anvthinz m~ra.

Q. I83i 1like to gd now 42 a ;iSCuSSian s the noria; ‘urinz wﬁich ynu
were the Chiaf of Staff “f the Army: Will you zive us a S“scrintivn
2f the background of your apn intm ‘nt--whH anv.inted vou, why y»
were apvointes, and whet sbjective y-u were given assuning ;ffICP?
A, The apnointment f the Pers-nunel .f the hizher rank >fficers -was
fﬁunp by thHe War mini'ster and the Insvn- et r=General -f Arnmy ~ducationg
they consult with ach >ther anl than make an apvantmﬁnt They never
ask bef rehand th» »minin of the» ammointee, .82 that I just received
the cable to cdome f .r the wurp-sa >f asuming .the nost >f Chief of.
General Staff. | ' ' | ' |

Q. Y.°2 the Prime #irister have a hand in makin: this cpnointment?

A, Iheorutlcally the apnyintment shHruld have n» relas tions with the Prlme
“inister,. but aenerﬁl TUJO was the Prime *inist-r then, so he kn
2 ny annvlntmﬂnt On ny Lrin back honme, 1050 re«igned as_frlmm

" Minister

- W

4. Were yolu apnﬂlnted baf .re Genes ral “OJJ resi-med
A, I received a telegranm tu c.n~ back and was sunmonc< t T Ky
assuming the p;st' my >fficial apwnintment had n .t tzken nlace
~ Wheh ™ reached Iakyo I ‘iscovered thét,fremier "0JO ha’ tendered his
ot resifnauljn'.but while it was being tenderel, h .( OJO) carried
Qn with His cuties. = Bl St 5 ke et B

L
L] . " i ] ) ) : . . ‘

i “_. . : . : 5 .
Qe 1Ih Jtner W 5rds he ha i] ten¢ered his r951“nat1 n but 1t hat nt. been
accepte“ at this tlﬂ??

&, les. .

Minisber ziv= you éorbain’ “biretivost

Q. When you assumed the pust of Chiesf -f G meral Staff “i. th~ war
A,'T receivedl n . instructisns from the War Minister,
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‘ Interrsgation No. 488 (cintz)  REZSTRIBTED . 3

Q. Did the Zmysrer giveyiu any special instructions? .
A, N gpsecific instructi-ns werz given to me by the umpo rer elther,

Q. When y»u to-k sver this visiticn, what assesgiment id y.u mak~ of the
military position f Japan at. t-is time? ‘

A, I verceivad that Janan's military p:sitin wss in critical c nditi n
and that it woull be a hard task t» comtinue operetions,

P Q. What plans 4id y.u mak- at this time t: >v,reome this weaknesgs sngd
- to carry on wart
A, Bef.re my arrival, 1 was >f course in fav.r »f rac vering strategic
positi-ns, inersasing ths air forens, sn:i increasing the nunbar of
trrops and * Just continu~d al »nz thoss lines,

Q.- What joint pians 214 y-u make wiﬁhfthm,Navy t> defend the innér ﬁer -
imeter--that is, 2hilinpines, China, Form sa, the Ryukus, h n» islanis?
A, I zradually increas 1 the numbesr ~f foreces el mz this line,
Q
A

. Was it your intention t» fight a decisive battle in the Philippines?
. 1% was not my iiea t» fizht a final ilecisive battle, but iy intenti-n
was %ty hold our own in the fhilinpin-:s, and the meassures wrre taken

alonz taise: line, -

Qs Dic you consi.or that the loass >f the Philivppines wouldl be Zecisive
an-. crionlin: to Jdoman's 2c.n iy in any way? | _

A, Becausc the Loss of the fhilippines woul. memn Javan's bein:z cut »ff
from the South, we thouzht that the loss of the islands woull be a
serious loss to Japan in an military and ~con»smic sense,

Q. How wouli,the loss 2f the Philippines cut y:u »ff from the S uthern
resources r~zion?

A.- The, cccupniei reszi n wiull bo isolates because »f the sca routes

,* Dbeing saverad,

Q.. Do vou memn that the sea riute would be severei by >ur air »satrols
“wver the S»uth China se-s? y
A, By bath sirvlanes and submarinas,

inner p - rin~ter?.

. It was the understanding that the Navy woul 'l concentrote its largest
forces alonz this line an? als) thst the Army »nd Navy Air forces
would -2efand this lin~ ¢t5 h-12 in check the cneuy f.-eces,

Q. "hat coordinated vlans il v.u meke with tho Navy to ‘efanl this
A

. Seyond that, did you maks av specifie nlans for an 2llesut, cosroi-
nated stand, in the Phillinines,’ 12t us say?

Ao Both Army .and Navy croncentreted as m ch as mos«ibl» in the .Philippines,
A

. Yan ywu 2ive me an ider of why the off rt t5 h:131 the Philinnin~s falled}
» Naval opcrations ~id nst 2o as well as wo oxnected, and the battle of
the air forc~es was against J pani: anc¢ renlenishment »f the verssnnel
of alr and land fore:s in the Philipnincs was nst suffiei=nt, Thise
were the reas:ns why th: Philippincs failed,

RISTRICIED agg-3l .
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Interrugati,ng. 488 (contd)
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T

Q. Was the failure of the land forc=s .o put uv the st-n. thet th Yy
~were supporso. 1o maks s to .he sinkinz f the transports in ORMOC
bay as they tried to r~infirce Leyte? |
A, Yoo sinking of the Japanes: Transn.rts at QR.40C bsay was »na I the
significant ressons why it feiled,

Q. On the Army side, wh» can zive us a comnlete aomraisal of the
Philipnin=s -m~ratinf
A, Lt. General MIYAZAXI, he is hrre in Tokyn now,

- -

Q. Was Ueneral YAMASHITA in comnlete charzs .f this neratian?
A. Be was in conmplete charge,

Qe At the time you ware mads Chief .f ths Army Gen-~rel Staff, the
Marianas had just fallen, Wht in y ur mind wzs the significagnce
»f th2 lnss >f the Marianas?

A. There was very s~ri-us off-ct brceus~ 1 the fact that it was o»ne of
the key voiints f Jrpan's inner ie~fenss,

Q. Why 4i. the lnss >f the Marianas mean that Janen would suffert

A, From the military stanimoint, th~ 1-ss »f the Marianas was very
serious beecsuse then Jepean wes ~xmosad to direct attack against
the hom~land. -

Q. Direct attack by B-29's?
A. Yes, an. alsc Japan woull within ranse f the fleet as well as the
Byeing mlanes,

Q. How would Truk ani Rabual be affectedl

A, The Zirect sunnly route to Rabaul would be threat~ned, New Guinea
was still in Japan's hen-s, but the line incluliing the Marienas
ant the Truk islands wiuld not hol. after the Marianas fell, Jap-
an ‘se forced which had b-en werkingz behinl this line would suffer,
Also, the american forces vas>d >n the Marianas could bonb directly
stratezic »nrints, s> frum the military view 1t wss very sericus,

Qe At what moint .ic¢ the Gencral coinsicer the war hal bcen 1lost?
A. Ths fall >f the Marianas mace ae think that the sori.us staze of
it has been reachsd, and tho l:ss »f the Philippines stranitherned
my premonition that it would bevery difficult to rezain ony strate-
2ic positi.n Japan had held b f:re this,

Q. Did the Army c-ntemplat= bringin | the war t> a coynelusiun?
A, I mersonnaly urzed the G:warniont to bring the war To & terminaticn,

Q. At what time dil yiu urg: this?
A, ™nece nmy return from Manghuria I urzed the Govornment o bring the

-l

hastilities to & t:rminatisn, thr.ush ~inl-metic =sud »thesr channels,

; | | :
Qe e tozi th~ widnicn of th~ Apmy Wk M¥umowmd o emee Yls Just A
sefrd A=l onvietl g fhAe o v v PPYLTT 13 O orosal

o
A, L sm® ihe Aray 31k Bochent ere 1o csear. Bl 8 ECTLTRE WD
v " - = i 4 -y . .
Y=Y .+ 7 LAL8 1l

R3S8STRICIxD 488-12-




1‘ . R l..- 2 .. “ . & ‘ .-.. . , . i ;, . .
..j"P ont o - RIBMG'DIR I O T 5 o
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Qﬁ W8,h&vqsb?enftqld;thati?iQﬁmakingﬁplgnsffpr_bringing'phe;war-to an
;uenﬁw'thécﬁkMY“kept holuing out and_saying.gﬁo;'w¢ must .fight to. the

“bitter-end and in thﬁ“caﬁés'QQd”ih;the7mouﬁt%ipé,until.ey?nyﬁmaﬁ is
. exterminated, What the genecral szys sarms to. contradict this, end
S i1l ke tbozet:the whole thifd straizht, what the backzround. of those
L TAlann gemel NS e TR Sl BR BEUA G AR i e B e SR
. ‘T~thinkthat thosé 'two views are In hdmony because, in order.to
... .nearpy out that-deplomatid measure, to success it has to be backed
7 by milltaryypreparations and military achieverent; so, as the army
as ‘a whole was conducting preparations and saying, "We nust -£1sht |
| - tq the end," however, at 6ﬁp séme time;'the Army Hizh Command was
~y in full realization that it had ‘to be terminated. '

Q.: What was: the date that the-Annnyigh COmmand_realized,that'the war
would have: to be brought to an emd? | I .

A. It was the Army's idea that is casualties,would.mount that'both_sides

. would think--particularly the Americans would thin%--that it would
be better to teorminate the war than to continue 1losing thousands of
men.,

Q. Yid the Army High Comiand favor “ringing the war to an end at this
point? | . s

A. The Army's ideas was to get some local success, There was no
opening before Auzust 15 to broposeé peace or .anything like that;
unless they attained some sort of military success, Javan's position
would be v-~ry-unfavoralbe, so they could not find any apportunity . .
to offer truce or accept any truce.

§ .

‘.

Q. Did the Army consider making en unconditional sur render? .
Jobody knew what would hemven because of some sudden change in th
situation. + wanted to terminate the war with unconditional sur-
render, but thought that aome local ‘succ~ss would give Japan bet-
ter position, | '

e

e S5O

3. What finally convinced the Army that it would be botter to 30 ahead
and bring the war to an end rezardless of the tarms?

A, Yespite the desire to fight until the end, they perceived that the
national strenzth had becn exhausteqd, However, the Arny realized
that if they carried on fighting, they still hac some mMOWCT left to
fight, but among the cabinet members are those who  thought that 1t .
ought to be stopped; then the Empo:er'decidei to stob hostilities,

Q. Was the war stopped purely because the Zmporar so directedl
A, It came to that,

Q. Pid the army hev: any consideration for the hombing of th~ indus-~
tries of Jepan, the bombing of the trsnspmortation systenm which they
knew would come, and such matters as that? Did they consider those
matters siznificant enough to °nd the wart

A, It is a fact that the bombing was serious. However, it was not a
sufficient reason to end the war,

Q. What vlans did the Japanese Army have to repel the continous and
" increasing boubingz that would have zonc on?

A. We planned on concentration of the Alr Forces. My idea was that
means of aerial defense ought to be exvanded, bub aircraft and sur-
face were kent in mreparation for the repelling of the landing
forees. so we could not use them to full advantage, which I rezgret,

et eyl TS S, 2 ey 2 Eaies e ey E—
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Interrogation.‘._ 4‘38 (contd)

: Q. Wha$ plans would- the Army havé made if the United States Command
had announc~d that it did nbt'iAtend to invade, that 1t was simnly
going to increasé by ten, tweat . "a hundred-fold, the tempo of the
air attacks on Japan? Sl 3 e
A, I would have 4ingreas-d the aeriél defense and 2lso expanded the.under-
zround factories where more aircraft '‘would have 10 be built, and this
“would hava tizhtened up the alr defense. We would have gone on fight-
ing as long as the nation coula'st nd. Land warfaye would be the
last phase of any war, so I~ would have continued nreparing forit,
However, the stazé where the nation would be unabls to bear the brunt
of it any more, would have been reached.
Q. Would you then have comnitted to the air defense those mlanes that
" had been earmarked to become Kamikazé? | |
A, *t was mlanned to save the planes to attack the transvorts in the
. landinz overations at KYUSHU, and »erhaps they went too far in ear-
markinz planes for Kamikaze attacks against transvorts: so-toward
the end of the hostilities they brought out some of the vlenes 10
fight B-29's; but, as far as I know, there were no especially earmarked
planes for B-33s, o

Q.Other than these few they brought xut?

‘A, Yes. 'y y 5 ,

@, Will you ziv~ me your'estimate of what w-re the decisive factors
in bringing about the defeat of Japan during the war?

A, Insuffieient'national‘strength, . E e’

-

.Q. Did you mean by insufficient capacity, raw materials, etc?
A. Yes, In the insufficiency of national strength should b= included
the insufficient development o our science.

-

fnd of Interrozation

(Fotes It was determined that . Lt. Gen. MIYAZAZI has covles of notes
on conferences of the Japanese Army General Staff,) |
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APPINDIX M"AM

Report submitted by -
GINZRAL UMEZU

l. Jagaﬁésa and S%viétulassesiin the NOMONHAN Incident.

i e e e e B e R TR e R SR e i i = 4
_ - _ ‘
83V1ﬂt (estimated}i Jananeée s
G - T it - 3y, s e - e T Ty ""'""% AR e P S B N AR ot =
Personnel 39, OOO nen 33 OOO men :
Lilled | 7,000
Nounued - 15,000
" 2 3 i
Guns 100 ! 110
. | - :
Planes 1, 200 I130 (combat losses '
. ! " only)
a (50—70 pllots lost)
Notes Estimated from Menmory.
II, The total Jaoanese troops and the numoer f lellens statloned
in Manchuria from 1939 to l9¢5 / .
e S I. .,‘._._. e £ P —— - , - o — - — ‘ ——]'-—-—?m
* 1939 1940 | 941 .1942 q 19&3 1944 1945
— e o e TP _- <. e e PSR _i."..__ Siasies *m i . _“:T-H =
No. of | 250,000 | 300,000} 800,000 | 600,000] 500,000 400,000/ 700,00«
troops S Sl s 1 - 4
T e o - o ' SR ! oo .,.“_.“.'.... SR . - _‘.,-,._.__I___...___..._,._....-_.
No, of 8 2 14 15 16 [ 9. ol
Divisons ~ DIV, | DIV DIV, | DIV. DIV. Div, | DIV,
_ ?  i I(Almost
4 | all newly
.?  * activated .
| | 5 sk | div! ns)
I R L S SRS, ATPPROTTE TN, SR s s W -
Note: SinCG this was written from memory, - there are bound to be srrors)

2.

RESTRICTLED

The tatal number of Japanese alrcraft in Manchurla from April 1941 to

Avzust 1945,

P p

Date . " Number of Airaraty |

B August 1939 500 = 600
- 1840 500 - 700

. Wo1941 800
December 41 250 - 300
Auﬂust 1942 500 - 60@

| ' 1943 400

| " 1944 100
- " 1945 80 - 90

Note. Since this was written from Memory there are bound to be
The above fizures include only operaticnal planes

errrs.
from co

mbat units, They do

nunber of rear echelon resaerve

is vary

e e ——

aifficult to estimats,

e m——— e =
.

(1) Apvendix 4

0t 1nclude a comparatively large

alr craft bacause this fizure




Interrogation No, 488 ;L RESTRICTED . : -
-——-'-ii-i-f-it-*-l-hl- s D e P T — D S g o > A S oy W e = D e ety G S S0 S .-.?—-_-_'-?-f-?_tﬂﬁ*‘f“ﬁ'q*‘“ﬂﬂﬂ -
APPENDIX "aﬁ (cont‘d) A

S Jananese Divisions acgivated;in:M$NCHURIA from 1989 to present.

1 WAL T T e ~
Division number Date of Activation | DiVisibn numberH'_ Date ggﬂctln‘
23 - 1939 r# 124 Jan 19490
52 _Octover 1940 | 125 " 1945 |
25 e aW(2)1940 ik 126 . 1945 |
. PR Aug (7)1940 127 ~ Mar 1945
29 . BB v (2)1941 128 =~ Jan 1945 |
71 - = May 1942 134 - - Jul 1945 |
107 ok g ) 1944 135 ‘ 1945
108 July 1944 136 " 1945
112 - 9 " 1944 1@ 0" 1946 |
119 October 1944 | 1@ " 194
; 122 ., © ... ... Japuary 1944 . . - I 1945 |
{ 123“ " P " 1945 149 . 1945 |
SRR TR R W 20 o5 U L il
- NOTE: Since this was written from memory there are bound 9 be some
errors. S R T T
ITI. The. four mape enclosed Zlve tne following troons isn751t10ns
A Japanese trooos in MANCHURIA as of August 1941
; = B " . t i CHIL\IA i || T
g C. Japanese: trocps in: MANCHURIA as of Auzust 1945
- D. 1" 1 n C HIN .B. nonon :
IV, The.&rmy'groups tranfereu from MANCHURIA.
d : Syl e L - ——— o e —— e AR —
free g *ﬁﬁfﬁf’ — . AmEA TRANS..-O == DAIE OF ..CVEMENT 1
fL*T ilqt DlV. | New Gulnea i " QOct 42 - Nov 42
I 2osh ™ | L i i Dag 48 - ,
o} Bgh " ﬂ China . | Feb 44 *
" 29th ! é Central facific’ " 44 - Mar 44 i
(Axpeultlona*y | .  , E ;
» ~ Force) -  +-{Guam)- R A Y I L R
14th Div. Palau P Lo
wokE T e, L Y -;w;fPhilippinés“"’ s cApr 41 - May 4l
28th " Ryukus Jun 4% (SHanghai)-Jul 44
| 9th " Ryukus to Formosa © Jun 44 - Aug 44 - Jan 40
| ~8th Brlgade sl 00, o, Ryuk'us L. Jun 41 -~ Jul 44
24th Div S Ryukus (Via Jaman) Jun 44 -~ Aug 44
| 1st Piv sl e . ) PRIlippines Sen.4&; a
! d3th Div o s I8 '
; (2nd Aricred vt Philivpines Aug 44 « Sep 4 |
i Div) ¢ PR A = B
i 10th Div «: .  Formosa to Philip»ines Aug 44 - Sep 44
23rd Div 5 Philippines Oct 4dwilov &%
i 19th " "L . | | | Nov 44 - Dec 44
v 188k Y Fornoss Dec 44 - Jan 44
| 7lst " L ~ Jan 44 H,Egb 44
25t ' - Japem ¥ 4 dein T Herids T |
L M s ard @ Tt e B Rmir Al o @ ore STTRI4R
N W BRI A B o arte w1 Tawe 4B |
SRR U | e B St R TN R _ |

ESTRICTED | (2) Apnendix NAN
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