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A brief note for meeting of a delegation with PM regarding probe into

disappearance of Netaji on 12.1.2000 at 10.45 g.m. is enclosed.
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BACKGROUND NOTE FOR MEETING OF A
DELEGATION WITH PM REGARDING PROBE

INTO DISAPPEARANCE OF NETAJI
ON 12.1.2000 AT 10.45 PM

With a vew to end the controversy shrouding the alleged
disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose in August 1945, the
Government of India vide Notification S.O. No. 339 (E) dated
14.5.99 (flag ‘A’) have appointed a Commission of Inquiry which
is headed by Justice M.K. Mukherjee, a retired Judge of the
Supreme Court of India. The Head Quarters of the Commission

are at Calcutta.

2. In response to the request received from the Commission, its
term has since been extended by another six months beyond

14.11.1999, i.e. upto 14.5.2000.

3. The Commission has already got published a public notice in
various leading national/regional newspapers eliciting response
from the interested parties with reference to the terms of reference
given to the Commission. The said response has been called for by

6.2.2000.
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BACKGROUND NOTE FOR MEETING OF A DELEGATION
WITH PM REGARDING PROBE INTO DISAPPEARANCE OF
NETAJI ON 12.1.2000 AT 10.45 AM

With a vew to end the controversy shrouding the alleged
disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose in August 1945, the
Government of India vide Notification S.O. No. 339 (E) dated
14.5.99 (flag ‘A’) have appointed a Commission of Inquiry which
is headed by Justice M.K. Mukherjee, a retired Judge of the
Supreme Court of India. The Head Quarters of the Commission

are at Calcutta.

2.  In response to the request received from the Commission, its
term has since been extended by another six months beyond

14.11.1999, i.e. upto 14.5.2000.

3. The Commission has already got published a public notice in
various leading national/regional newspapers eliciting response
from the interested parties with reference to the terms of reference

given to the Commission. The said response has been called for by

6.2.2000.
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BACKGROUND NOTE FOR MEETING OF A DELEGATION
WITH PM REGARDING PROBE INTO DISAPPEARANCE OF
NETAJI ON 12.1.2000 AT 10.45 PM

With a vew to end the controversy shrouding the alleged
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INTERNAL

Subject: Meeting of a delegation with Prime Minister on 12.1.2000 at 4.30

p.m. regarding probe into disappearance of Netaji.

A delegation led by Shri Devbrata Biswas, MP and consisting of Shri Subrato

~ 1 /Bose, nephew of Netaji, Dr. Chitra Ghosh, niece of Netaji, Shri Sudhanshu Das, Research

g scholar, Shri V.P. Saini, Shri Jayant Roy, MP, Shri Subodh Markandeya, Research
scholar and Shri M.B. Kaushal of Netaji Probe Steering Committee
met Prime Minister at 4.30 p.m. on 12.1.2000. During the meeting the delegation
members made the following points:

a)

b)

d)

€)

2
is in the list of war criminals. This work, of course, is separate from the work of
Commission for which the Government of India may take separate action.

3.
birthday. They should take active interest in the celebrations.

4.
from Prime Minister on 23rd Jaunary.

701 [§n) 6|

2629
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They congratulated the Prime Minister for taking a bold step for setting up the
Commission to enquire into all circumstances leading to disappearance of Netaji.
While welcoming the setting up of the Commission, they suggested that the
Government of India should have widely publicised it in all local and national
newspapers.

The headquarters of the Commission has been fixed at Calcutta. Since this is a
national level Commission it should have been better if the Headquarters is in New
Delhi.

If some result is to be achieved, the Government of India should take more interest
as most of the documents are with Ministry of External Affairs, Ministry of Home
Affairs and in Archives. As some of the documents may also be with some foreign
countries such as UK, Russia, Japan etc., the Government of India, particularly
Ministry of External Affairs may take more active interest in getting these
documents. [It was suggested to the delegation that if the Commission orders for
getting documents then Government of India can take action.]

OSS of USA was the first to investigate the aeroplane crash. It may be worthwhile
to approach USA and get their assistance.

Since already more than 50 years have passed, there should be no difficulty in
declassification of the documents about the Netaji’s death.

Government of India may check whether the name of Shri Subhash Chandra Bose

Prime Minister suggested to the delegation that 23rd January is Netaji’s

The delegation members requested that there should be a message to the nation
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B i The delegation members said that they would be meeting the Minister of
Information of Broadcasting to impress upon him the need for the Doordarshan and AIR
to telecast some films/programmes on Netaji on 23rd January, 2000.

6. We will forwarding the memorandum given by the delegation to MHA for
examination and suitable action. PS to PM may see if any action is required on para 4.

5 Jarnail Slngh )

13.1.2000
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As desired by thé delegation, the Prime Minister has issued a message
to the nation on Netaji’s birth anniversary on 23'% January, 2000. The

/message was widely reported by Calcutta media. A copy of the message is

enclosed.

2 You may kindly recall that some points regarding research on Netaji
were raised by the BJP delegation when it called on the Prime Minister at
Raj Bhavan, Calcutta, on January 20" 2000. One of them pertained to
obstacles being raised by officials of Asiatic Society. This institution comes
under the Union Human Resource Development Ministry and Government
may wish to look into this issue. '

2f I suggest we prepare an action plan on the varidus issues pertaining to
the points raised by the delegations that have called on the Prime Minister
regarding the mystery behind Netaji’s disappearance, as this is an emotive
issue for all Bengalis and needs to be settled in a manner that is satisfactory
to all concerned. I also suggest that Netaji Research Institute in Calcutta be
involved as they have already done a lot of work and are the custodians of
most of his papers. Leaving them out does not make sense.

(KA Gupta)

31-1-2000
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Mr.Atal Behari Vajpayee Ji,
The Prime Minister,
Govt. of India / Govt. of Dominion of India.

ear Sir,

I wish to bring your kind notice to the following facts: -

That it is in your knowledge, that Netaji is a War Criminal.
That Netaji was declared a War Criminal, after He joined the Axis Power in 1945.
That, it was accepted by Mr. Tony Blair, in his letter to Mr. Amalendu Guha,
Economist, presently resident in Norway--, that Netaji is a War Criiminal. (Letter
already sent to you in previous Fax & Letter).
That, He is a War Criminal, was accepted by Mr. Kofi Annan, Sec:retary General,
UNO, in his letter of July 1997. Already sent to you in previous leitter.
e That , He is a War Criminal , was accepted , in The Transfer of Po'wer 1942-47 ,
Vol. 6 pages 137-39 and several other pages.
e That, He is a War Criminal, was accepted by Mr. Tony Blair, P.M.., UK., vide his
letter, to myself, as a national President, Netaji Subhash Chandra IBose Vlchar Manch
(regd.), dated 31% March 1999.
e That, He is a War Criminal, was declared in the  Dissentient Repcort” — written by
Mr. Suresh Chandra Bose, elder brother of Netaji, in page # 11.68,.69,91,155ii
(APPENDIX).
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e That it is High time, you declare to The Nation, the Netaji was dec:lared a War
Criminal, Netaji is a War Criminal, and He shall remain a War Criiminal, unless
something good develops.

e That, Netaji was declared a War Criminal, by Nehru & his family, and Gandhi, to get
the power and become the PM., which was accepted by the congress.

e That, Mr. Advani declared, in his announcement , dated 25" Mar«ch99, deliberately,
that Britain has exonerated Netaji, in the national daily-The Hindu:stan Times. to have
the cooperation of Forward Block, who deliberately , betrayed you , in this vote of
confidence.

That if you do, announce this, then you shall definitely gets the pollitical mileage.
That if you fail to do, then Mrs. Sonia shall come and this issue shiall become buried
forever, and the Nation shall be practically get mortgaged to the foreign countries.

e That, if you do so, then the Nation shall hold you as a National He:ro, of The 50 Years
of Celebration.

I request you kindly, to take this opportune moment, use it and destroy the Nehru family
and the Congress.

Thanking you,

Yours truly,

M g|uls

Dr.Alokesh Bagchi, MS, FAIS, FICS.

National President,

For & On Behalf of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose Vichar Manch (Regd.)
Summer Sagar Road,

Gorakhpur-273001.

E-mail: netaji@arbornet.org
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Mr.Atal Behari Vajpayee ,

The Prime Minister

Govt. of Indi vt. of Dominion of India

7 Race Course Road ,
New Delhi —-110001

Sub : Fresh Inquiry Commission Regarding Netaji
Respected Sir,
\ With due regards , I beg to state that ,

The undersigned came to know about a Cabinet Decision, on dated 28 April 99, that a
\  Fresh Judicial Commission, looking into The Dissapereance Of Netaji_ Subhash Chandra
\ Bose, was passed in the Cabinet, and announced to the nation by Mr. IPramod Mahajan,
\Minister of Information & Broadcasting, Govt. of Dominion of India.

At is really surprising, how a democratic Govt. can institute a Judicial linquiry under the
Commissions of Inquiry Act, 1952, to inquire the whereabouts of a War Criminal or in
other words, to know & trace out the arrest — evading — stories of a Wiar Criminal.

’ Netaji was bracketed with Axis Power and for that reason He was decllared a War
W Criminal by the United Nations which is, till date, holding the field.

) {'Initially time limit for arrest and trial of War Criminals was 30 years, "which was

/ | subsequently Ratified in -1971 -, whereby limitation of time-bar was withdrawn and

/( .+ | India was one of The Signatories of that Ratification Treaty, regarding arrest and trial of
\/ War Criminal. 9 this is a matter of UN Records).

3 Rightly or qungly, He was declared a War criminal, but as long as that declaration is not
,\Q% cancelled. He is a War Criminal,

S (Ref UN.s* Secretary General Mr. Kofi Annan’s letter to Admiral Suirenji Goel)

Govt. of Dominion of India / Govt. of India should take all steps to remove His name
from The War Criminal List as maintained by United Nations.

This work is very difficult since Govt. of India / Govt. of Dominion of India, entered Into
International Agreement and signed United Nations Treaty in making; Him a War
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Criminal and promise bound to arrest Him and hand Him over for trial as a War Sl e

Criminal, if He is found in Indian soil.

Transfer of Power

It is evident from the British Official documents of Transfer of Powerr, 1942-47, that He
was declared a War Criminal, only censored Edition (in 12 Vols.) of which has been
published by Britishers in 1971 (on wards) and Britain alone is in pos;session of those
Documents, though India was one of the parties to that transfer.

Power was transferred to India under an Agreement, but India does not have copy of full
text of that instrument.

The entire text of Transfer of Power has not yet been published, although it was initially
agreed, that the full text of Transfer of Power would be published, in 1999.
(Constitutional Law of India, Supplement, 3™ Edition by H.M. Seervzai).

The main reason for not yet publishing the entire text of Transfer of Power is, Netaji was
declared a War Criminal with the knowledge and consent of congress High Commands
and there was agreement between the Congress and /or Govt. of India, which was one of
the conditions of Transferring Power to Indians, that if Netaji was fownd on Indian soil
He will be arrested and handed over for trial as a War Criminal.

Govt. of India has not yet taken any steps to procure and publish the entire text of
documents of Transfer of Power 1942-47, although we are celebratinig 50 years of
Independence.

What we call “ India Wins Independence” is nothing but Transferring Power from
Britishers to Indians.

In the absence of entire documents of Transfer of Power 1942-47, no: fruitful, effective
and truthful Inquiry could be conducted w.r.t. The causes of disappearance of Netaji and
tracing His whereabouts.

No Inquiry will be needed in these regards, if the entire text of Transffer of Power is
faithfully and truthfully published.
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Dissentient Report

A dissentient report was submitted to Netaji Inquiry Committee Report by one of the
members of the Committee, who happens to be Netaji’s Elder brothexr, Mr. Suresh
Chandra Bose, at page 11, 65, 68, 111, ii, of this report it is recorded “ ALSO BECAUSE
HE HAD BEEN DECLARED AN INTERNATIONAL WAR CRIMIINAL’.

Every concerned person knew the fact that Netaji was declared an Intternational War
Criminal but Govt. of India all along tried to mislead the Country and the other
population of the World in these regards.

To tell a lie to the Nation, no inquiry Commission is required.

Report of Initial Field Inquiries

Just after the surrender of Japan, more than four independent and separate teams were
commissioned to inquire and arrest Netaji from South East Asia. All these are matters of
records. Four of them were under, Wavell, Mountbatten, Mac Arthurr, and Nehru
respectively. Final Report of All such inquiries was indefinite.

Why so many teams of Inquiries?

Why they were sent to arrest Him, or know His whereabouts?

Why a definite information about death or dissapereance of Netaji w:as so important to
UK. or U.S.A,, who got victory?

The only answer is War Criminal.

Is the Govt. of India / Govt. of Dominion of India, willing or

In a position to publish the reports of those Inquiries?

If it is done, that will serve the whole purpose of instituting another juudicial Inquiry.

Classified Documents

British Government classified about 9000 files pertaining to Netaji amd INA and carrying
that British Legacy, Indian Government maintained those files as Classified.

Only in February 1997 about 987 files were down graded to declassiffied and now kept in
National Archives. Even the manuscript of “ History of INA”, writte:n by Dr. Pratul
Chandra Gupta, is still a Classified Document.
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Why all such important files, which are mines of Information about Netaji and His
activities, were marked as * Top Secret “ and / or made Classified?

Why the rest of the files have not been made Declassified?

Unless & until all such files and all other classified information’s, re:garding Netaji is
declassified and, made accessible to Public, no such Judicial Inquiry could be made.

“ A matter of Public importance” cannot be Secret and/or Classified Information.

Public Purpose

Nation wills not gain by knowing under what camouflage a War Criminal hides out or
what mysterious stories were given out by Him, in order to go under;ground. Nation will
be benefited with befitting dignity if a positive step is taken to remowe His name
Prospectively, if not retrospectively, from The War Criminal List, prepared by the United
Nations at the end of World War —11.

Incorrect Statement

The Minister of Home Affairs made a totally incorrect statement, that Netaji’s name was
not included in Criminals List of War Criminals. It is immaterial wheether a country
declared Him a War Criminal or not, but it is material whether He w:as declared a War
Criminal by United Nations, or India was under agreement with any country to hand Him
over in the event He is found in Indian soil, for trail as a War Crimimal.

The United Nations do not furnish any such information to any indiwidual, but only to a
country, since the countries are the members of the United Nations.

If the Govt. of India/ Govt. of Dominion of India has any doubts, they should request the
United Nations to furnish information about Netaji’s status as an International War
Criminal.

Further, Govt. of India may write to UK. and U.S.A. to give a categgorical answer
whether there was any agreement with them and the Indian Congres:s leaders and /or
Govt. of India w.r.t. Arrest and trial of Netaji as a War Criminal.
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. Tony Blair has written, through The Commonwealth office, in a: Diplomatic
language, on 31* March 99, to Dr. Alokesh Bagchi, President, Netajii Subhash Chandra
Bose Vichar Manch (Regd.), that Netaji is a War Criminal He cannot as, Mr Kofi Annan,
delete His name from War Criminal List.

White Paper

Before instituting any further judicial Inquiry or any other Inquiry, The Govt. of India, is
bound to publish a White Paper on

(a) The present status of Netaji as an International War Criminall, as declared after the
World War II, quote—United Nations documents.

(b)  The existence or absence of any agreement w.r.t. Arrest and lhanding over of
Netaji, if He is found in Indian soil for His trial as a War Criiminal.

In these premises, Govt. of India cannot institute a fresh Judicial Ingjuiry, as passed by the
Union Cabinet on 28™ April 99.

I beg to request you kindly , that as the Prime Minister and Head of Government ,
please put an end to this mockery of Justice . Please do not let them play with the Public
money and Public Sentiments .

Please ask them to Get The Name of Netaji , expunged as rettrospectively from the
List of War Criminals as maintained by UNO.

Thanking you,
Yours truly,

Dr Alokesh Bagchi, MS, FAIS, FICS.
National President.
Sumer Sagar Road, Gorakhpur-273001.Fax 0551 338664.
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New Delhi-110 011

Subject : Digsappearance/Death of Netaji Subhash
Chandra Bose - constitution of Inquiry

g g

Enclosed please find a copy of letter
dated 3-4-1999 by Shri Ram Kishore . Sharma,
Addressed to the PM on the subject mentioned above
for action as appropriate.

Rashmi Ve
Director
Home Secretary, MHA.
PMO u.o. No. 915/11/0/9/99 -Pol dated 19-4-1999
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IN.A Freedom Fighters Association |0

) H.No. 739/1, Sector 41-A, Chandigarh.
Ref. No. J.NA/B?.&. Dated .__..?>.l.-:.3:.-.ﬂﬂ.
/’:\:'ﬁt "hﬂ Fro "r'?
27 X STER g
To / ¢ éﬁﬂ
H:8 -3APRVN %
Shri Atzl Behari Vgjypayee, 2 & A
Hon' ble FPrime Minister of India, A AEL
New Delni. ﬁkﬁ_ 9%

Sub e A Memorandum of demands made by the ex.l.N.A. People.

Jai Hind Sir,

We, the members of I.N.A. Association of Chandigarh,
support the following resolutions adopted by Netaji Chetna
Rally held st Delhi on 23rd March, 1999.

T A High Powered Enquiry Commission with pleni-potentiary
powers snould be appointed to probe into the circums-
tances leading to the disappearance of Netsjd Subhas
Chandra Bose and the reslasted developments since then.

2e The Gdvernment of India snould make written request to
the Government of Russia, England, Japan, United StaBes
of America, Vietnam, Taiwan and other concerned
countries to make public the classitied documents,
related to Netgji and I.Ne.A., in their custorye.

e The Government of India should make public all the
classif ied documents in the custody, related to Netaji
and I.N.A.

L, The names of Andaman and Nicobar Islands should be

cnanged to 'Shehid' and 'Swarej® as announced by Netaji
Subhas himgelf in 19435,

5e An I.N.A. foundation should be established with the
funds of provislonal government of Azad-Hind which
were brought to India from Bangkoke. The details of
I.NoA. assets and treasures recovered from South-East
Asian countries,, should be made publice.

6a The birth place of Netaji at Cuttack, the House in
Calcutta and the various other important places
associated with him should be declared Netional Monuments
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and preserved gracefullye.

T

o P

12

Netaji Bhewan should pe estaolished in Delhi and the Capitals
of all the Statese

'*Netaji ch-irs' should be established in all the universities
of Indiae.

A befitting I.NeAe War lMemorisl should be constructed in Delhi,

The life, deeds,Political thoughts, Achievements should be given
more spece in tne schnool and college teXt bookse

Since most of tne I.Ne.A. people had grown very old and heave
serious heealtn problems, they should be given complete medical
coverages

A portrait of Sheheed-e-Agam Bnggat Singh should be installed in
the Parliament Housee.

8th April, the date on which Shsgheed-e-Azam Bnggat Singh and
Battukes-hwar Dutt had threwn poms in the Central Assembly
should be observed by tne Parlisment House.

We appeal you to accept our zpove mentioned demandse. We shall

feel extremely grateful to you for this favoure We thank you very
much for announcement through Home Uepttes that our item Nos I has been
acceptedy by your honour. Appointment of such a Commission, the
Sooner the bettera.

Hoping for a fev oursble response & thanking --in!ant.ic.ipatidn.

Yours Sincerely,

St
( SOHAN SINGH :

General Secretarye.
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PRIME MINISTER'S OFFICE

o

New Delhi-110 011

Subject : Setting up a Commission for Netaji under
the Commission of Enquiry Act, 1952
{Art-IX of 1952) - Writ Petition No.
11195(W) of 1999 -~ Bijan Ghosh Vs. Govt.
of India.

Enclosed please find for action as
appropriate a copy of wW.P. No. 11195(W) of 1999
Bijan Ghosh v/s Union of India in the High Court
at Calcutta forwarded to this office by Shri S.
Roychowdhury, Advocate High Court.

Yooty 1a

Director
Home Secretary
S T S S S S S S ST EEEECsESDCoESESTnESE====S=====
PMO u.o. No. 915/11/0/?@9?01 Dated 6-7-1999
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E : Bar Association Room No.—11
“%é;‘“’"’"’{‘ “%?‘”9‘/"“’”%“57 248-5579/3190 Extn. 11
il

Phones : N
ADVOCATE : Residence & Chamber . £ aAl
High Court, Calcutta ; 330, Vivekananda Road Vad
P.O. Rajpur, South 24 Parganas ' _~"
Pin—743358
ro Phone : 434-9590
9/:6100 of Indis, service the > e
Principal Secretaxyytothe F Ministex, Dated 3 25,06, 1999, sl }
sSocuth Block, New ——
2, Minietry of Home affaizs, h ' |
Goverment of India, Sexvice the
8 ecretary, South Block, : ﬂ{ ; !
Hew e 130011 . ey 7 :
3. Ministry of Defence, )
Goverment of India, sexvice thmugh the B3 (7) |
: SMm scuth Block,
Now - 130 001, !
Ba s WP Bow [/[')5 (W) of 1999, |
. ' B4 jan Ghogh,
Vee _
o inlon of India & Okz - i
Dearx 8ix(s),
' Enclosed please £ind hegowith e copy of the gbove refexred writ
. petition which has been £13ed in the Central Computer Section onzs ¢6./777 end

will sppear befoxe the Hon'ble Division Bench presided over the Acting Chief
Juauoo Satys Brste Sinhe sitting Hon'ble Justice MLH.8, Anesori (as His z.ordshla
sitting date with the Acting Chief Justice).

. The mattex nay ereer befoxe the Court Ho, 1 of the Acting Chicf
Justice on 28,06, 1999 or soon thaseafter, But if the matter does not gHpesr on
28,06, 1999, I ghall nention the matter before the gpropriste bench for early
heariss; of the motion, : '

N : This is forx yous infommagtion and knowledge,

 Yours faithfully,

Copy to 3

Unicn of Indla, _
sexvice through the Ministry Law Justioc,
Rajs Chaber, 4, K.&, Roy Foad,
C 8 « 00 003,

1es
g

Enclo 8§ As above
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DISTRICT 3 CALCUITA

\
\

CONST ITUTIONAL WRIT JURISDICTION

IN THE HIGH COURT AT CALCUTTA

APPELLTE SIDE

R 1 \\
\
)

“‘*pa“"'ﬂﬁé (w) of 1999,

Subject matter relating to
Setting up a Commission for
Notaji under the Cormission

of Enquiry Ast, 1952 ( Aot IX
of 1952 )

AND

In the matter ojt. ']

VERBSUS

UNION OF INDIA & OTHERS.

ses - Respondents.

Advogcate-on-Record 1

Mr. Sabyasachi Roy Chowdhury
AMvocate,
- Bar Association, Roam Ko.ll,
High Court, Calcutta.

Tel, No. Res 3



DISTRICT 3 CALCUFTA

IN THE HIGH COURT AT CALCUTTA
CONSTITUTIONAL WRIT JURISDICTION

APPELLATE SIDE

W, P, NO, (W) o_g 1999,

In the matter of :
An application under Article 226

of the Constitution of India ;

AND

/ In the matug gg ]

writ/Order/Pirection in the naturs -

of Prohibition ;

AND

In the matter g s
writ/Order/Divection in the nature
of Mandamus p '

AND
Inthaﬂttcrgz $

writ/Order/mpdrection in the nature
Of Certioiari ;



AND

In the matter of 1
Comamission of Enquiry Aet, 1952 ,

AND

In the matter of i
Arbitrary, whimgicel, walafide and/or

erronecus decision on the part of the
Government to order setting up of a
Commission for Netaji without first
making ::oaordo and docunents avallable
for inspection/study by the gereral
mewber of publia j

AND

@ _mat '
vViolation and/or in!r.lnmnt of
rights engrafted under Articles 13(3),
14, 19(1)(g), 21 and 300 of the
Constitution of India ;

AND

In the matter of

BIJAN GHOSH, Advooate,

having permanent address at

24, H. C., Sarker Road,

P.0, Krishnager,

nistrict - Nadia.

PET IT IONER
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VERSUS

1. Union of India, serxvice through
'th. Principal Secretary to the
Prime Minister, South Bloek,

Now Delhi.

2, Ministry of Howe Affairs,

Govt. of India, service through

the Secretary, 104, North Blook,
. New Delhi - 110 Ol1.

3, Ministry of Defence,

tove., of India,

S@rvice through the Secretary,
South Bloegk,

New Dulhi - 110 011, ;

soe see Rnnponm_._.

To
The Hon'ble Mr. Satya Brata Sinha, The Acting Chief
Justice and His Companion Justices of the sald Hon'ble
Court,

The humble petition on behalf

of the petitioner abovenamed
most respectfully

S HEWETH:

 §53 That the petitioner is a citizen of India,

2. That the petitioner is a practising *dvocate
snd now practising in the Hon'ble Supreme Court of Ihdia,
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The petitioner has his deep involvemant into the
affairs relating to Metaji. The petitioner moved

~a writ petition earlier before this Hon'ble Court
ageinst the purported sttempt on the part of Ltha
President of Indie in conferring Bharat Ratna posthwiou-
sly uon Netaji. The sald writ petition went upto

the Hon'ble Supremeé Court of India end the Hon'ble
Supreme Court of Indla by the judgement and order
dated 4-5-1997 set asside the declision of the President
of India in conferring Bharat Ratna upon betaji
posthunously . The decision passed by the Hon'ble
Supreme Court of Indias as aforesald hes been reported
in AJ,R. 1997 Suprém» “ourt 3019 (1997) wl, 6 8,C.C.
No. 835,

3. That the instant writ petition canvawses mi:a'!.n
important questions of law for determination by this
Hon'ble Court, The grievances ralsed in the fnstent writ
petition centre around the agts and sctivities of the
mwMtd euthorities in not ellowing the citigens
in general to inspect the documents relating to

Netaji in one hand and in purporting to declare setting 'I
up of a Enquiry Msnim on the other. The attempts
on the part of the Governmental asuthorities to set up

a8 Commission relating to Wetaji without first allowing
the citizens and/or persons interested to have gccess

over the documents reélating to Netaji now in custody
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of the Governmental authorities will lead a Commission

nowhere nor any purpose will be served in setting up

such a gommission and, therefore the instant wrlit

petition may be treated to have been moved as and by

way of a2 public interest litigation,

.‘.

In order to enable this Hon'ble Court to

appreciate the grievances raised in the writ petition

effectivelya synopsis of the grievances canvased in

the writ petition is annexad hereto and marked as

annexure "A" to the instent writ petition,

‘.

(1) That the petiticner states that with a

view to agaist this Hon'ble Court to come to

a just and reasongble finding it is nodouu‘y
to state the facts in issue richt !;:vm 17.1,1541
the date on which Netaji Subhas Chandra ®oge
evaded his "House Arrest®. A short list of
dates indicating the important events is
appended below.

(11) That the petitioner states that presunbly
on the basis of the decision rendered by this
Hon'ble Court reported in A,I. R, 1999 Caleutta,
Pege - 9 ( Fudra Jyoti Bhattacherjee & anr,
«V8- Union of India & Ors. ) the Govermment of
India announced on 23-4-1999 that the Government
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of India will institute a fresh judicial enguiry

into Netaji, inter slia, on the following issues 1=
(a) whether Metsji is desd or alive 7

(b)  If he is dsad whether he died in Flain
Crash, as alleged 7

(a) whether the ashes in the Japanese Templs
are ashes of Netaji ?

(a) vhether ha has died in any other manner
at any other place and if 80 vhen end how?

(@) If he 1o alive, in respect of his
whereabouts,

(141) That the petitioner states that the
sssertion of the petitioner im this that the
coveument of India has ordered a fresh encuiry
on 25-4-1999 into hNetaji, inter slia, on the
issues set forth hereinbefore pu:suent to the
directions of the Hon'ble Division Banch of this
Hoa'ble Court contained in paragraph 20 of the
reported judgement to which your petitioner

craves leave to refor at the time o0f hearing.

Ay enquiry is ingtituted under the Commission

of Ingiuiry 20t, 1932 only when the subject of Inquiry

is a Aefinite maztter of Fublic Importance snd not othare

wise. Pelevant portion of Section 3, Appointment of

commiasion, of the aga2id 2ot rung as £0llOWs t-



SECTION 3(1) s
The appropriste T“ovt. may, if it is of
opinion that it is necessary s> to do and
shall, if a resolution in this behalf is
passed Ly each house of Parliament or es
the case may be, the legislature 9L the
State, by notification in the Ofticlal
Gazette, appoint a comnission of inquiry
for the purpose of making an inquiry i.to
any definite matter of public iupqrtahca
Sr:d performing such functions and 'w.tt.hin
sgch time a8 mey be speciied in the
notiification and the comnlzsion s2 aprointed
shall make the inquiry and perform the

functions accnrdinqiy.

So, unless and until subject in issua is not 2
definite matter of public importance, no comulssion
is institucted, A metter JSf public importance is a
mandatory statutory requirement, a *sine a qua non'
for instituting an Inquir? Comnission under thn-;
Commissions of Inguiry Act. ;

7. The Covt. of India, following a Cablnat

Piclsion instituted a Judiciel commizsion for a fresh
probe into Netaji, made the Statutory dqplaratian that
all informations perteining to Netaji &nd his activi-

ties, is s matter of public importance,
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Informations pertaining to Netaji & INA are matter
of Publies Importance, statutorily, were estsblished
long back as soon as Netaji Inquiry Commission, 1970

was inatituted,

Apart from the statutory seel of 1970 and repeated

in 1999 ( Shah Nawas Committee was not under the

commission of Inquiry Act), otherwise also, Informations
perteining to Netaji & INA are definite matter of

l Public Importance of the highest order since Netaji

% INA are the main architect of freedom struggle of

India and in the pages of history &nd soclo-political

life he is the Deshanayak in the Fublic Mind of India,

the most beloved hero. Gandhiji cealled him * The ;

Patrior of patriota, the Prince of pat:iiots *.

8. Bvading house styxeet, Netaji ultimately
reached sSouth .mt Asip, There he prociamed Azad Hind
Government ( in short AHG), a Provisional Govt., and
he beceme the first President of Pioviméisl Azed Hind
Govt. He took the charge of Supreme Command of Indian
Mational army ( in short INA )which was Amy wing of

Azad Hind Government,

The Asad Hind Covt. was proclaimed on 21.10.
1943 and it declared war against U.K, & U,8.A, only on
23.10.1943 to wrest freedowm for Indis.



AHG wag recognised by 10 countries including

Cermany, Italy, Japan and secretly by the then Russia.

After the surrender of Jaran { 15th August),
who was the main alley of Azad Hind Govt, on 23.,08,1545

Domai News Agency, a private news agency of Japan,

angounced that Netaji died on 18,08,1945 in an aiv

crash in Formosa.

Sut till date even the Govt, of India could
not produce any dota of proof of death of Netaji.

9. After susrender of Japan and disappearence of
Netaji from the Office of INA and AHG, all the papers,
files and records pertaining to Fetefji. INA & AHG wers

aonfiscatigated by american and BritisheIndia authoritiss.

The number of sach captured &nd selzed filewm
‘and the files maintained by Britadn, Britisi-India and
American on Netaji and INA were about 10,000 { ten k
thousand ) plus most of those £iles were ;:_:a::'xed as

"CLASSIFIED" and rest as Top Secret.

These informations, l.e. existence of such

volumaneous number of files and records pertaining to
KEKARAKKAMXKURARERER AKX XAKR

AKX IR R IKICRICK KIR I TR K 5
Notaii end INA {.e. the mogt impoit part of Freedom

&gru.alo of India National Human Bights Commission on
11,02.95, relevant portion of that represencation is

guoted balow 1



struggle of Indis and maintaining them as "Classified“/
“Top Secret” were not at all allowed to be known to the

people of India. In fact, these simple informations were

*classified¥, no body ever kKnew,

10, After 50 years of Indepedence, '{.n%b:ulry/
March 1998, the then Defence Minister rfimounced that
about 990 (actually 987 ) numbers of files would be
declassified and made downgraded, and to be kept Open
for public access. It was not informed to the Mat‘j.on
that who, at which level took the decision of ﬁakhg
thoge files declassified and why thoge nurtbers of files
ware made classified and during t.hisl 50 years undar
whose custody these files were kert or vhether they

not at all custody of Govt, of India or not.

However, the Govt. of India is totally silont
s t  when those remaining 9000 files shall be decla-
ssified or why those 9030 files have not yet been made

declapgsified,

o 1 % pifferent repregentztions were mada to the
Govt, W.l.t. declassiiication of such 5000 files b
no angwer has yet been recaived to the Nation gs to

when those shall be declassified,

The patitioner and other thiee persons,
namely, Mr, Sunil Krishne Cupte, Mr. Nand Dulal
Chakraborty, Mr, Surajit Sen Cupta, in a representative

Capacity on behalf of the citisens of India gave a
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represen stion to the Chairman, Yational Human Rights
Commission on 11,02.99, relevant portion Of that

representation is quoted below 3

" Mystery not only surrounds his poraonility.
but also his disappearance on 18th 2ugust 1945
of which there is hardly any sincere G overnmenteal
effort to unzavel the truth, The nation, then,
has & : ight to know what happened to its greatest
revolutionasry, The nation hps & right to know
why disinformation campaign instead of inguiry

- is indulced with doors of archives ghut down
prohibiting publie scrutiny of about 9000 files
including Hisvorian Pratul Gupta's manuscript.
On INA and Netaji with the unassailable insignia
dn it < ‘claseified’ ",

N.H,+eCe did not deny the existence of such 90U

classified and Yop Sscret files pertaining to Netaji
and INA,

12. The following files ( bearing Numbers mentloned
therein ) which are of imense imMportance, were never
suppliéd to Hetaji Imquiry Counnittee 1956 =ad ﬁ'taji
Inguiry ccmuilon 1970 inspite of the mpoQted requests
which were maintained by the respective Prime Ministers,

Only evasive angwers waere given by the P, H,0,
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Further, it was never meantioned bafore the
comuittee/Commission that there were Classified files
apart from Top Secrete Files p-rtn.tn.ing't.o Netaji & INA.
1a, 2-A, 3=A, 6-A, 16=A, ( U.O0, Note No. V8-86 6,
dagted August 24, 1953, from P.M.'s fecaretsriat to Mohd,
Yunus, MEA (SEA.BR) , 17-A (U,0.,Note No, D.3788-8EA/53,
dated rugust 27, 1953, from Mohd, Yunus U5, ME A (SBA)
to P.,M,'s Secretariast 27-A ( Memo No. 2/53/1971/31/601
(151) dated October 13, 1953 fiom Mohd. Yunus MEA(SEA)
to P.M.'s Secretariat), 33-8(letter No, 20/62(Acéts)
dated Aptii 82, Daryaéanj. Delhi to the rregident),
34A ( Rajya Sabha's Starred Question Mo. 560 dated
September 28, 1954 ), 35-.8 ( Note for supplementaries )
37-A-BCD ( Enclosuies to S¥c. 37-_” And Motes 11, 12,
13, 14, 15, 18, 19, 23, 24, 25, 26 and 29, Plle No,
23(156)/81=P,M. { Indian National Amy (INA) in the
Par East ), 23{II)/56-57P1 (INA ~Traasura), 12(226)/
S6PM ( Investijation into the circumstances leading

to the death of Subhas Chandis Bose ).

AN Appeal, AIDE-MEMOIRE dtd. 22,11.92 was wade
& circulated to all the Menbers of Parliament by -tho

Ceneral Secretary, wherein the abovementioned fille

nutberc was mentione i (po. 47).

13s If those Classified files are not declassified
and Top Secret files are not Nowngraded, .tf all such
files including thoge mentioned in pers 11, no Commission

@an reach to a aeonclusion or there cannot be any real and
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genuine £inding of fact and only misleading "Memorandus
of Action Taken® could be sukmitted w.r.t. the Inqui:y

Commission,

¥ In other words, no fruitful xup purpose could

be achieved by ingtituting'a Inquiry Commiseion w.r.t.
a subject or any issue if there exist such volumnecus
files, documents and record which are Classified seperate,

and thus not available/zc-essibl._to the pe'ple and

Commiseion,

14, It is stated that since the Covt, of Indias
has taken & Cabinet decision afreeh in 1999, apart
from that of 1970 and instituted an Inguiry Commission
€o look into all wmattars relating to disappearance of
Netaji, il.e. treated information pertaining to Wetajd
I.ts a definite matter of Public m;nrtaqm + the Covt,
of India can no longer maintains the files, documents
and records pertalning to Netaji and INA as Clessified
and Top Secret, These two decision are stand mutually

exclusive.

The Executive wisd-m of Gavi, 9f India to maintain
those files and records as classified or Top Secret is
he:evy questioned, There cen not be &ny blanket authority

which is amriry to Rule of law,

Further to that, in absence of or dispensing
with basic and ifmportent materisls and informations,

there c~n not be &ny Inculry Commissdon. There can not



be any Inquiry Commission. There can not be any

£inding of fact if there is no material,

1§, The right to know is goncomitent in part IIX

‘i.8. Fundamental Richts as guaranteed in the Constitution

of India and it is a basic Right of Human Right,

The difference bn't.m.n Human ard hnimnl is

- reasoniny, A man can not apply his ressoning if there

is no knowledge « 50 knowledge is the fundamental of

hunan existence,

16. That the petitioner states that the then Prime
Minister Morerji Dessal announced in .éhe Lok Sabha on

® shah Nawez Conmittee and Khosla Commission

held the report of Netajl Subhas Chandra Bosa's
death s truve Since tnen reastnable doubts

have boen cast on the correctness reactied in
the 2 reports and various importent contredi-
ction in the testimony of the witnasses have
Boan noticed. swme further contenporary officiel
documentary records have a81so becm-j-/wailablc.
In the licht of those doubts and sontradictions
and those ﬁmrds the Govermment found 1it¢
difficult to sccert that the earlier conclusions

are decisive“,
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17. It ~111 appear fiom thce astatements made by the

. *then Prime Minister Mo:arji Desal that attat subiniss ion

of the reports by the Shah Nawes Committee and Khosla
Commission some further contemporary official Cccumentary
records were gvaillable. The ssse:rtion of the petitioner
in thds regard is thig that those contemporary cffjtcial'
éocumentery records which were revealed after submission
of the reﬁnrt of the seld theh Namas Comnmittee & Khosla
Commi=sion heve not boon made sny public end unless and
untill those citizens in gene:al &nd the persons interested
in perticular are gran::cd reasonable oppourtunities and/or
access Lhose to documents +hich heve been revesled aftar
submission of the reports by Shah Nawaz Conmittee % Khosla

commission any attempts on the part of the Govermment

- Ihdin to ot up @ froush Comaission will lead the

commission to n> Wier@ inassuch as the Commission will
never be assisted ~ith the factucl detslls to come to a
just ond felr conclusion.

A
18, Freedom is meaningless and a nugatory Af there
is no feedom of infoimetion, withholding informetion from’
the People by the State ig infiinging with the freedom
of people. There c:n not be any meening of Democracy and/or

Republic if there ls no freedom of Informetion,

Animal existence L5 not Hwasn 1ife. Life means
l1iving ith human dignity end Jdecency., as held by the
Ap@x Courte. Violating the freedom of information is
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violgting the Right of Life, Citizens of an Indepwndent
country is not subjects of any Imperial institution,

In fact, Freedom of Information and Transparence

in Adninistration are the rwo most importint and basie
aspects of modern life and dewoarstic doctrine,

19. "It is stated that the Clause td> the truth
information axe the following documents and records.
The uWation will be mofe benefited, the puxp_bm will b
served better, the ocmtroversy will be golved in a wmuch
better conclusion if those reocords are made avallable
and no Incuiry Commission will re reculred to kKnow gow

the causes of disavpeesrance of Netajl,

Instead of making no attempt to make those
rezcrds availeble for the ,map.l'a of India, Govt, Of
India is making another futile asttempt by way of
instituting an Inquiry Comuiseion to know gbout tle

causes of disappearance of Netaji.

A) ver records of the U,K. Covermment Relating
to Subhas Chendra Bose and I,N.A. Including the

following docunents s
A,l) Report Of C,5.Del.C, signed by ¢ 1 Stevenson ;

A.2) Fapoirt of Fiomes, subnitted to file Govermment
of Tndia on October 8, 1945 2nd Feport of Intelliqgence

Bureau, YNew Nelhi dated May 19, 1948 ( Mo, C«5),
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A.3) Document 8 on Netaji Categorised ag 'Top Secrec’

are in the posse-sion of the U,K, Naticnal Archives,

which will be pulisted after 125 years £rom the date of

Transfer of Pow..cl.

A.4) Ddary 2f Lord Mountbatten,
A.5) Mmglo=-nnericen intelligence Feport.
A6) ocommunication between Mac. autner and 1ord

Mountbatten relatirg to Subhes Chandra Bose,

A7) H,0O, Main Pile 273 Misc, I N.A, 10 Migec.

A,B) File No, 24%=IRr=I and II(H) G.H.D, case on
Subhas handra Bose,

A.9) Secret. Na+ 63/2/10 G.8., I({b) H,(. SACSEA
COMMISSION NOol, SAIGON, 18th October, 1948 ;

A.10) keport of SASBA 'COMMISS TON I, relating o
Subhas Chendra Bose and I.N,A,

A.11) Allied Secret Repoit Sub 3§ Subhas Chandra Pose

 and INA.

A,12) Feport Hf SEATIC SECTION Intelligence Assault
Unit, 7th IND DIV ALF SIAY with all the SEATIC DOCHUMENTS

128,
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A.13) Recoxd of Tokyo Trial ( war Criminals ).

B) War Records of UsBed, relatling to Sibhas
Chandra Bose and I Ny A, including the follcwing

documenteg,

Bel) UeSe Mavel Intellicence Lepdyt to
Netaji’s activities £xom 17th August to 28th august,:

Be2) . Communication f£rom Cenersl Mac, aurther
to the U.5.A, Uresident, Trumen between fugust 17 o
August 31, 1945 regerding subhas Chmerelﬂoaa.

Ba3l) &llice Intelligence Repoxt on Sukhas
Chondra Bose and IJN.A,

Bed) Record of Tokyo Trial (Wer Criminslg),

BuS) Communication between Mac aurther and
Hountbatten during the period of August 17 and Jugugt
31, 1945 ralating to sSubhag Chandra Bose,

c) War rocords of UgS,8,R, in connection with
subhas Chandrg Poge and Y M,5, '

D) War reoords of Jegpan from 1944 t August
31, 1945 in relation with Netyjd Subhag Chandra Bose
and I N A, h >
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E) War records of Gesmany ( both East and
West ) f£rom 1941 to 1943 relating to Netall subhas
Chandrs Rose and I N.a, ;

¥) War records of China with gpecial reference,

pressnce gnd activitieg of Subhasg Chandra Bose and
IJi A, personnels at Shanghal, Unan and Sinkiang curing
July and August, 1948, '

@) * Top Becret" docunentsg relsting to sSubhas
~ Chgndra Bose are in the possession of the USSR National
Arxchives,

BB) Higtory of MA ( by Late Uz, Pratul Chandra
Gupta ) liee with the Lefence Dgpartment gince loag,

ce) Pandit Nehru's letter to Mg, Attlae,
Prime Minister of the United Kincdom curing 15485 @
1947, relating to Subhag Chondra Bose.

DD) Commuinicaticn between louis Figcher und
Gandhiji, Louis Fischer ané Khursed Ngosoji, Louis
¥ishor and President of U,S.A. snd aleo top Folitical
Leadess of U 8,A,, Loulp Figcher and the Prime Minister
of U.K, and other top Political Leaders of V.K. in

rel ation to Netaji and Indla's Independanca,
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20, When it is a mattor of Fublic Importance
then without discloaing the zelevant f.ltw\pm: which s
the source material of infomations, mmlnmq an
Inquiry Commipgpion is » fatile mm:l.k of pRmose and
object, The primasry object of lnst.tmtmg mcﬁ a
commigsion .‘I..It.o know sbout Netajl, and ‘Mn M'%Mt.
after /ugtisgt 1945 and hia prespent poo:lt!p;}_ If the
files and records pertaining to him which were mede
clessified and are still maintefning os alessified ond
the top secret filles are kept outgide the reeth :nd
acceas of public than no Inquisy Commdgsion cx:m.d‘
resch 0 a true end conclusive £indings e submie g -
proper rerort +w, Y. te manorandum of asuticns vo bo taten,

21, Rafory instituting the Commissicn, Gove,
migt enaire that all the £ileg wvhich were .ukad e not
pmduced cn cnie plea or the otherg by the OGove, of India

befnre the Netaji Inguiry Committse, 1956 end Netaji | 4

Inquiry Comnission 1970 but which files are etill with |
the Govt, of India, must be produced befors this '
Comaigsion, A gpecific direction is required to be
passed by this Hon'ble Court upon the Govt, of 'indi'ﬁ.
in this special facts and circumstancos snd € required
40 horae the gtatutory provigions since a matter qf
Neticnal interest is of parawunt Importece and the
vechnicalitics of Etututory limidtaticong should not

stand in the weye

4

¢ = Y
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22. It 13 categorically stated that dispenging

with those 9000 files which are till date classified

top secret, no inquiry commigsion or inwestigating
inquiry could be made to know the true m!onaunns
sbout Netaji and that u.l.l.l. be done to uak- a futile
exercise and play with the gentimentg of the people
and that too knowingly,

3. It is made clear that the petitioner is
not asking g direction upon the Govt, of Indis to
declagsified all the classified files or to make the
‘top secret’ marked filos downgraded and eccessibl e

to the general people but praying before this Hon'ble
Court that no Gdvernment or authority should be sllowed

:6 derive any political dividend, exploit the puu:.é sentim

-ment, improperly or unpurposesly utilisze the public
exchequer and there ghould not be wastage of public
tine in one plea or the other,

S8ince Netaji is the most beloved leader
of India and gbove any criticigm whatsoever unlike the
other pre-independent political lesders, It is very
easy and simple Lo swayod the gentiment of people in
the pame of Netaji,

If without decl agsifying those 5000 £iles
and if without meking those top secret fileg dowmgreded
and accessilhle to the people and if without nak.i.nq' any



effort to get thoge documentg and recoxdg lying in
ﬁoreicn-munt.dcs pextaining to Netaji and A but
which are not clagsified of gecret documents accorxding
to those respective foreign countriaes, an attempt to
institute an inquiry Cormisaion w,r.t. £ind cut the
wherealouts of Netaji Subhas Chandrs Bose after

August 1945 till date and to know asbout the causes of
Hig desappearance, will prove ungenuine unfsir unjust
and not bonafide approach on the part of the Government,

Nation hes wéry right to know the truth,
Right to infomation is s Fundamental Right .'ln.‘e‘vcxy
democratic country and abgence of true infommation ig
wuch better than ni-d.n!omatm and dig-informstion,

An Inquiry Commigsion which is devoid of g
souxce meterial but which could be made wwailable, is
obvicusly a deliberste attempt to miselead the people
and making them deprived of thelr right to information
and it would be en well designed mechanims to misinform
and disinfom the people w.r.t, Notaji and subject/issue
in reference, 33, ;

236 The petitioner states that no otherx
writ petition hag been moved by it before any other
High Courts or Supraae Court on the sume salf caise

of action,
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Being sggrieved by end dissstisfied

vith the inasction and/or roneaction and/orxr improper
action on the part of respondent suthorities, the
writ petitioner begs to move this petition gwonget
the other following grounds, notwithgtanding with
each other grounds te

11,

SQROUNRDS

Foy ol 70
Booagiee there cannot be any mquiry

Comaizsion wer.t, any man or gubject or
issue or incident pextaining to wiom ox

rel ating to which there exigt claegsified
documentg and recvrds apart from the Top
Secret f£ilca/recssds. g

Foy el

Becsise infommations pertaining to Ratajl
Subhas “handra Bose, the main axchitect of
the f£reedom ptxuggle of India, the Pregident
of Provincial Govt, of India ave no doubt
a matter of Nationgl Importance, but as
soon as an Inquiry Commisgsion is instituted
within the meaning of Commission of Inquiry
Act, ‘1952, it was statutorily declexed a
matter of Publis Xuportance,
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Fov Ha b
l«iuo digpensing with the basic gource |

materials there cannot be an effective
Inquiry Commission to come o a conclusion |
rightly end faizly. -

’:U‘I'H}L:. (A
Bocazse the basic roquirement of

functioning of an Inquiry Commigsion

properly, honestly and gantinely is the
source matexials apert fiom proper
evidances of the knowledgeasble and
concerned persons and if that is not
availsble the Inquiry Commission reduces
itgelf to & futile exercise and most
dangerougly giving wrong information or
miseinformation to the Nationm in the fomm
of the reports after giving its £indings
based on no infommation ; .

For al”

Beceuse report on Inguiry Commission
become a report of nonespplicetion of mind
on the material dnfommation if the Inquiry
Comnission is required to function in g
circumstences where the basie source of
infomation are withheld by way of classi.
fied files or making such f£iles ‘top
Secret' and ron-agsossible and glmply not
fumisghing the £iles or recoxds in onse
pretext or the others as were done earlier,
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viz,

vIIY,

Foy Hal™
locda%n the Govt, of India cannot institute

an Inquiry Commigsion without ceclassifying
thoge 9000 f£iles making all top secret files
availsble to the Commigsion, giving the
assursnce that zll the files and recoyds will
be supplieé promptly vhenever asked by the
Commission which is parsuount importance, and
without wmking thoge foreicn documents aweils.
Ble to the Commaisgsicn which are lying with the
foreipgn countries but not Qlassified,

_Fw i d
Seamse » Comuission which is a matter of i

public importance mugt be held whan all the ]
documents and rfecorxdsg ralating to the subject /
or issues are public recordg.

Tl

) (,'ﬂ,—:/ A

Foy  pad .
Secaipe without gssixing that all the filles fr

#nd records shall be produced before the
Comnigsion whenover agked for to produce and
all uehmmummhdhmwbow
whenaver asked for, failing which the
somnigsion would be hesving no meaning like

the earlier one nasely Netafli Inquisy ommission
1970,
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ey Hel
Beeause the unfasir end ungenuine gpproach

on the part of Gove, of Indis s writ laxge
from the fact of ingtituting Netaji Inquiry
Comnittee 1956 though the Commisgions of
Inquiry Act 60 of 1982 was avellable with the
Govt, ot that point of time but 8o such’
Commission was instituted but gimply a

“ committee was ingtituted,

Foy Hal™ -
Because the attitude of the Govte ég or

limitation on the part of Govt, of India ds
quite clear from the Netaji Inquizy osmission
1970 when the files were not produced by the
Prime Minister's office and the evasive enswers
were given, either lost or not found, some of
them ware subssquently declassifisd in rob:u:uy
1958 end thus declarastion on the part of Govt,
is very pertiment on the paxt of CGove, for a
proper function of the sald Inquiry Coumission
that oll the records and files pertaining to
Netaji shall be produced,

Foy Ha-{';
Becaipe the Govt, of Indls never made o
decl araticn before ingtituting this Inguiry
Commission that they have collected all the

'na&:&dn records and infomations pertaining to

Netaji and DA which were availsble in the
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forxeign countries in tho wirld, save and
except clagssified and top secret documashts
of those eﬁnntr.tu. becaugse a huge recoxdis
which are mines of infommations pertaining
to this subject/issue are avallahle with many
foreign countries, some of which sre given

- at para 19 of the writ petiticn,

Fovs Jfﬂ-t—

Seoaise the Govet, of Indig has no purpose or

authority to play with the puhu.c sentinent,
0 waste public time or ¢ improperly uge the
puklic exchequer or to fumish nis<information
or diginfommation ( which are worse than none
information) pr mske further insut to the
beloved leader in the name of an unganiine,
untme, unfair, ovasive and misleading _ﬁqntnv
Comnission,

Petitioner gubmilg that g National purpoge

will be served lmch better 4f all the classified
£iles and records pertaining to Netaji and INA gre
declagesified 5 all the top secret filesg are down
graded ( there camnot bo any utility of keeping

those files classified and/for top gecret ag Britisheryg
treneferred the Fower 50 years back and Cove, of Indis
has no oblication to pxotect the laperisl interegt oz
should not bother for any ‘personal distressg’ of eay
posteindependent Indian politician) y 1f collect all



the informations pertaining to Netaji from all the
foreign countries which are in possession therxeof
and are willing to part with them and to epproach
the Security Council of United Netions to know about
the present status of thhu Chandra Boge as an
Intemstional War Criminals,

26, Petitioner served a Notice to the Union Home
Minister, just after the mnnouncement by the Undon

Home Minister on 25,03,99 that unless end until those

5000 £&km Clogsified gnd other Top Secret £iles are

docl sssified and downgreced , there cawwt be any

Inquiry Commiggion, w,r.t, Netaji or INA, But the Govt, of
India nover replied to that Notice,

27, The National will suffer perpetually if snother
Inquiry Comaigsion is sllowed to function and submit
itg report full of miginfoimation and disinformation
weX.te the most beloved froedom fighter of India,

28, This petition iz made bonafide end for the

interest of justice,

In the premises, your petitioner
most humbly prays that Your
Lordghipg gracicusly be pleased
Lo te
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a) A writ in the nature of Prohibition
do issue upon the respondents prohie
biting them £yxom sllowing eny Comigsion ‘
of Inquiry to be constituted under the
Commission of Inquiry Act, 1952 upon
Netsfi without £irst declassified the
files ahoilt 9000 f£ilecs more particulerly
described in the foregoing petition and
from oxerciging powers not warranted

under the gtatute 3

b) Izcue a writ of or in the nﬁnn

o Mandgms Girecting the Covi, of
India not to proceed any further with
the declarution of instituting the
Inquiry Commission under the Commission
cf Inquizy Act, 1952 to know about the
whereabouts of Netaji ;lttt 18th Aagust
1945 till date, without declassifying
all the fileg ebout 9000 £iles and
downgrading the top secret files
pertaining to Netaji and IHA

¢) Isgue o writ of or ian the nasture
of Mendemas directing the Govt, of
India not to proceed any furtherx

with the declarstion of instituting



t.t;e Inquiry Commission undar the
Commissions of Inquiry act, 1952 %
Know sbout tha wherestouts of Netajd
aftar 18th August, 1945 till date ,
vithout colleecting all the recoxds
and informations pertaining to Netaji

”;nd A from foreign countries, swve

end except which are classified or

mede top secrot by thoge countries j

d) Issue a weit or in the nature of -
Mandasus upon the Govt, of India to
give a declaration that all the £iles .
end zecords sghall de produced by the
Govt, of India befoxe the Comnission
as and .'hm asked for .

@) Iscue a writ of Prohibition
directing the Covt, of India not w
tako eny steps and/or further steps

" WeZete the clbhﬁt ﬂeﬂ’.m of

institute an Inquiry Commission to
know about the vhereabout of Netaji
subhas Chandrxa Bose till now gince
lath cugusgt, 1945
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£) Pass a writ andjfor writs

direction and/or directiong, order
and/or orderg upon the respondent
authorities not to proceed with the
Netaji Inquiry Commission 1999
follouing the announcement of Cabinet
decision of instituting a probe into
the mattars of disappeatrance of

Netaji since lath Auguat, 1945 and his
dlierecbouts till date sfter 14,03,1894%,
unless and until a1l the fileg and
recordg aout 9000 nertalining to
Netsji and INA are not digclassified
and the other top recret £iles are ot
downgreded and mede accessible to
general public

g) Rulqlum! in tems of prayéfo {a),
‘h)p ‘ﬂ)o (d,l ") and “) ove

" h) Injunction restraining the

rospondentg and thelr agentg and sibe
ordinate from constituting any Commissio
upon Netaji without first gllowing

- the citizeng to inspect the documchits

detailed in the foregoing petition
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1) Interim oxder in terms of
prayer (h) gbove j

§) Rule gbgolute ghould the
respondentsg praying to give subtient
answers or return

k) Cost and costs incidental thereto j

1) Pass any other orxder and/for
orders, direction and/or directiong,
&s Your Lorxdghips may deem £it and

pIopar,.

And your petitioner, as in duty bound, shall ever pray.
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ARV IDAVIE |
I, sri Bijen Chosh, son of . (/b
aged sbout 5?‘2 years, by faith « Hindu, by Occupation
practicing Advocate, residing at 24, H, C, Sarkar
Road, P,0, Krighttanagar, District  Nadia, do hareby
solamly affirm and say as £0llows t-

1. That I am the petitioner in the ingtsnt writ
proceeding and as such I sa well soquainted with the
facts and circunstances of the case.

2. That the statements mede in paregraphs -,zé
e 2 are true to my knowledge

and those made in paragraphs 2§, 27/

are matter of records which I verily believe to be truo

4 those mads in peragrephs 2.(, ¢ o 2F.

are uy regpectful submissions before thig Hon'ble Court,

Prepared in my oé!:l.eo yt ds m to me
el /J;(%/alda/; Roy efeeShuy . Clesk u))nxl}‘ ;;gk/é 1-7- =
hdvogsate, Advoca
Solemnly affirmed before me
on this the _‘{i{_Lﬂday of
June, 1999,
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AN .Inquiry Commission has been instituted under the Com-
missions Of Tnauiry Acts to know , iﬁrnr alia , the where-
abouts of Netaiji and the causes of hi< disappearance after
2nd World War from South Fast Asia,

Farlier also such an Inquiry Commission was instituted in

1970. An Inquiry Committee was also j <tituted in 1956 on

the same self subject.

There can not be any Inquiry Commis«ion under Commissions
N0f Inquiry Act, Act &0 of 1952, with rmgard to a sub ject /
person unless and untill that is a definit matter of

Public inportance.

So , Statutorily , apart from the historical and socio-
political Importance , Govt of Tndia declaired , at least
twice that informations pertaining to Naetaji is a definite

mattear of Public Importance

Since it & definit matter of'Puhli- Impoart ance and  an
Tnariry  Commission is instituted only I;nnr‘ the purpose of
finding of Fscats |, there can not be ans Inquiry (ommission
iinless and un}i]l all the racords anl naterials partaining

to Netail are made Public NDocliment <

There are still about 9000 Classiticd and/or  Top  Secred
Files pertaining to Netaji.
990 such flile were declassified and downgraded in February

/ March 1998 and before that point of 1ime Nation did not

26
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know even that there were eximting about 10,000

Classiffied and Top Secret files pmrtaining to Netaji and

INA.

Unless and untill such Clessified documents / records and
Declassified and /7 or Top Secret Flles are Downgraded ,

there cannot be any Inquiry Commiseion,

The decision of maintainling thome rwiords pertalining to

Netaji and INA as (Classi{fied documen'asa and / o1y Top Secret

and the statutorily declarat{on that tnftarmations pertain-

ing to Netaji and INA [s a definile matter of ‘public

importance , are mutually exclusive.

Government cannot maintain substant!ally huge numbers of
Classified files on Netaji in one hand ( which are mines
of primary and important i{nformations ) and institute an

Inquiry Commission for finding of thn fact about Netaji on

the other hand. There cannot be any finding of fact unless

and wuntil all the relelvant records and files are made

available before the Inquiry Commission.

In a démocratic country , a Republic Government cannot
maintsin a. dual standard about a rub jact which {s a
matter of National 1mportanco'and ain {ntegral fabric o?
public mind and cannot demonstrate an ingenuine u;fair
approach to any man or matter which has a serious bearing

on the public sentiment at large.

27
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This writ petition is moved for issuance of writ and/or
writs, order and/or orders, dir;ction and/or directions
upon the Govt. of India that since <n Inquiry Commission .
has been instituted w.r.t. Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose
there cannot be any Classified documents / rwcords / files

and Top Secret files about Netaji and His activities

The Inquiry Commi=ssion cannot bms proceedmi unless and
until all such 9000 Classified are Nacleswifled and other
Top Secret files are Downgraded and all the {infurmations
paertaining to Natnjl and TNA , wmalintalned by foreign
countries having frilendly relations with India , are made

available to the public of India.

Further to that after 50 yearms of Iadapandence of India ,
time has come to question the wisdom of Execupive to make
such files Classified and / or Top Secret thus.puﬁting a
seal of absolute denial to the informations pertaining to

Netaji

In a Soverign Democratic Republic , the 'freedom of
information is considered as a basic human right .

In the Constitution of India, the Freedom of information
is concommitent in. PART ITI of the Cnnstitutloni and
though it 1§ not manifestly expressed but right to know is
a rignt to life

Hence the UWrit Petition is flled to ensure that there
should not be any statutory or Executive hinderence w.r .t.

the informations pertaining to Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose.

28
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/ ST DATE":
) LIST QF RATE"
f' 1 J .
1
rAVE
*I v / 17.01 .41 Evading house arrest, Hets i undertook his
V7 ;

x/ Journey to anv frie «ly forelgn country
.\_‘//‘

which would help Itdran in resorting arm

revolution for achlies ing freedom Mis desti-

nation was Moscow.

S{ince Soviet Russia wems (n a Secrebl Agree-
ment with Britain during 2nd World War , it
refused to ., give him any help . officlally,
thus he could not get the asylum in Soviet

Russia.

Left with no alternative he had to go to

Berlin , the leader of the Axis Power , the
opposite camp of Allied Forces . He was
ey . propelled by the doctrine ef “enemy's enemy

e my friend".
03.04 .41 Arrived in Berlin.

09 .04 .41 " Submitted a secret Memorandum to the fSerman
Government delineating his plan for co-

. operat{on betwean the Axis Power and India.

For this reamson the Alllas termed and ranked
him as & collaborator »f Axls Pouwer. However
he cogld not contribute and / or change and
/or Influance either wa. or tpe other the

Axis War Strategy.

’9



22 .06 .41

Nov . ,1941

07.12 .41

<« 15.02.42

07 .02 .43

. 39-

Violating the Non-aggression Treaty Germany

attacked Soviet Russis, thus Humanity was

saved.

azad Hind Radlio wam started by the JIndians
at Barlin. The main ourpose was propaganda
against Britishers amaongst Indians and to

arode the senme of loyalty towards Writish

Japan aAattacked Parl Harbour , on the next day
U.S.A decided to jolr the war  dlrectly

dimension of wa' totally changed.

Fall of Singapore , the Apmx Navel Strategic
Guard of Rritain in $outh East Acia was
totally demolished. The other two strategic
capitals of British Imperialism |, Rangoon
and Calcutta were undar the sorious threat;l
of Japanese capture.

Neta ji firat appearnd [(n Azad Hind Radio and
asked Indians to celehratad the fall of
Singapore as a significant event of fall of

British Imperialism.

‘' As Germany attacked 3uviet Russia and the

war situation started swing against Germany
and an he did not ger any substantial help
therein uhicﬁ can contribute in wresting
freedom for 1India , he left Germany in a

Soviet submarine most secretly.

30



Thereafter

21.10.43

23.10.43

-39-

Practically He was in Gevmany by accident.

He never expressed sympathy for Nazism.

Reaching in an Island in South East Aslia,
flown to Tokyo and come in agreement with

Japan for getting assistance for freedom
struggle of India.
From Japan reached Singapore, which became

the Head Quarters of His activities.

Declared provisional Govt. of Free India ,
namely , Azad Hind Government
Like a regular Government that provisional

Govt . had every thing like own currency, own

- bank, own flag etc.etc.

Netaji was declared the President of Azad
Hind Government .  Netaji was also declared
the Supreme Commander of Azad Hind Fauz, the

Army establishment of Azad Hind Government .

This Government was recognised by 10 coun- |

tries including Germany, Japan, Italy
Russia gave the recognition secretly. This
Government had an Embassy in Soviet Russia.
Following a Cabgnﬂt deciéioﬁ, Neta ji 'DFO“
claimed war against U.K. and U.S.A.ethe two
ma jor partners of Allied Forces. Hé pPro-
claimed war not in violation of any Interna-

tional lLaws of war.

31
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(67
He took help and assistance from Germany and
Japan, the two predominating partners of
Axis Power but he never contributed to the
success of Axis Powers , or changing their
war strategy , INA under his command fought
a battle against the enemy of India)s subju-
gation to wreét freedom for India. His

army had no other ambition or goal

Thereafter Though ., neither Netaji nor any of the
officgrs / soldiers of INA committed aﬁy war
crime but the Allies ranked him as a collab-
orator to the Axis camp and since collabo-
rating the axis was treated as a crime
against humanity, so Netaji was declared a

war criminal by the United Nations.

August ,1945 Neta ji escaped from South East Asia under
the camouflage of a fake plane crash on
18.08.45 at Formosa . Netaji did not surren-
der but escaped to Soviet Russia so that he

could continue the freedom struggle of

Indis.

Thereafter Five different independent authorities
conducted extensive search to arrest Netaji

in the whole of South East Asia but ‘failed.
% € B VT - 7{(::»;-1“&:1

They ceased and céptured o 10 Qi

j{ files and records pertaining to Netaji and

INA y«aJ“ZL;“QD 8> {;;fd: LornvaA,
61{? é-- /Sﬂ.f- —/— Agr{ﬁ' A-;:b 14»1.2 Arleq a’éo

AAA

i) _)é'é, o Ne@ L IMvA
T Llida Wé—m-}x sucd /6/) st wete
ohe Maw 000, (= Hoiadey



>y

23101 92

/s |

Moaf‘of those files were made Classified end
some of them were made Top Secret. Those
files were maintained as Classified and / or
Top Secret té produce as exhibits in the

probable trial of Netaji as a War criminal.

The President of India conferred Bharat

Ratna Posthumously upon Netaji which was

~challenged by this Writ Petitioner by filing

a wrijit petition before this Hon'’ble High;
Court ., which culminatied upto the Apex Court
and by judgment dtd.04.08.97 the Apex Court
canceled the posthumous Bharat Ratna con-
ferred upon Netaji , Bijan Ghosh -vs- Uol &
Ors., AIR 1997 SC 3019 : (1997) 6 SCC- 535

However, the Govt. of India could not pro-
duce any iota of eviaence that Netaii died -

or posthumous conferment was Jjustified

Most surprisingly and most shamefully ,the
Govt . of Tndia claimed privilege against the
produstion of document when the High 6ourt
passad an Order as to which led them'to take
the decision to confer the award poéthumous-
ly. TIf it is assumed that Bharat Ratna is a
matter of rawarﬁ and regard,then what for
that claim of privilege. ( the ﬁuastlon of
privilege was left undecided by the Supreme

Court ),
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990 Classified, and Top Secret files were
declassified and down graded , uhich are now
kept in the Natioﬁal Archives and accessible
teo general public.

The Writ Petitioner pevrsonally went throhgh

all those files thereafter

The Nation came to know only this time that
there were 10,000 Classified and Top Secret

files pertaining to Netaji and INA. Howev-

er, the Government of India never disclosed, .

in spite of several representations that

.

when the rest 9,000 Classified Files will be

declassified and down graded.

Petitioner alongwith other concerned persons

gave a representation before the National

Human Rights Commission for a real probe

into the matter where categorically men-

tioned the existence of 9000 Classified file

on Netaji.

In a Publie Interest Litigation hovéd by
Dr .Mahapatra, Fx-M.P., the Hon'ble Orissa
High Court passed a direétion upon the Govt
of India to take all possible steps to
remove the name of Netaji from the War
Criminal List ( Wwhich is maintained by the
Security Council of the Uniteleations )

No compliance thereof has yet been reported.

No appeal has yet been filed.

34
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25.04 .99

Govt .of 1India made a Public announceq for
instituting a Judicial Inquiry wunder the
Commission of Inquiries Act, 1952, inter
alia, to know about the cause of disappear-
ance of Netaji after Second World War , to
know his wﬁeraabouts the%eafter. and to know
where he is now if he is not dead by this
time.

( Mr Manoj Mukher jee, a retired Judge of
Supreme Court has been appointed as Chairman

of Netaji Inquiry Commission,1999 )

Rafore this 1Inquiry Commission , .Netaji
Inquiry Committee 1956 ( commonly known és
Shah Nawaz Committee ) was instituted..tq
know the causes of disappearance of Netaji ,
which submitted it's report.

Another Inquiry Commission was also insti-
tuted , Netaji Inquiry Commission , 1970 (
commonly known as Khosla Commission), to

know the causes of disappearance of Netaji

after Second World War.

An TInquiry Commission is appointed for the
purpose of finding Facts only.

An Tnquiry Commission is appointed w.r.t. a
subject , only and only when that is a
definite matter of public importance. So
admittedly the Govt. of 1India statutorily

admitted and declared twice in 1970 and 1999
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that informations pmrtéinlng to Netaji is : a
definite matter of public importance , ‘apart

from the admission in 1956 which was not

statutory but Official

Aapart from history and soclo-political 1life
of. India ,this is a Staﬁutory declaration
that informations pertsining to Netaji and

his activities are definite matter of public

importance

Apart from this , though it is not expressed

in writings as a Fundamertal right in the -
Constitution of India but it is concomitant
in PART IIT of the Constitution that Freedom

of Information is a Fundanental right and

right to knowledge is a r/ght to life.

Unless and until all such ﬂassif!ed-ané top
secfetlfiles are declassified and downgrfdeé
andi. dbeumante: and recoxs pertaining to
Netaji ( not classifiedind not secret‘ )
maintained by other forfbn countries are
made available to Ingin People; there
cannot be any fruitful hd purposl§e fact

finding inquiry under he Commissions of

Inailiry Act, 1952 .

This Writ Petition is *ed for writ(s) /

direction(s) / order(supon the Govt. of

36



,'./4 r

L

India to disclose all informations pertain-
ina to NetaJji by Llay of declassifying and
d. wnarading those Classified and Top Secret
filed, to collect an& bring all the record
and files or certified copies thereof from;
faryeign countries which are in friend;y
tarms with India since Govt. of India‘'® had
snd  has statutorily declared that informa-
trore pertaining to Netaji is a ‘definite

matiter of publiec importance

Fkance the Writ Petition.
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Raspected Shri Vajpayeeji,
I would like to bring to your attention an
important matter agitating the minds of the patriots
of our country,
The name of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose is reportedly
O still listed as a war criminal in the records of the

'  Governmment of India,

Recently the International Court
of Justice, Hague has given him a "“clean chit",

Hence, if Netaji®s name is still in the list of war
| i criminals, it should be removed and he should be k=
declared as ‘one of tha great patriots of India‘, as
Mahatma Gandhi described him in 1942 to Mr.louis Fischer,
well=known American journalist.

As a great patriot and Prime Minister, I think it
would be in the fitness of things if you could kindly
dispel the doubts in regard to Netaji.

I request you to favour me with a reply at your
earliest convenience. It will have a great impact
én the electorate in the coming electiuns to the
Lok Sabha.

Awaiting ta hear from you and thanking you in the
mean time,

Yours sincsrely

Shri Atal Behari Vajpayee
Prime Minister
New Delhi

(Turlapaty Kutumba Rao)

-520 010 (INDIA) TEL : (0866) 476000
(578 /'p ) / //TUHLAF'ATY KUTUMBA RAO STREET, LABBIPET, VIJAYAWADA-52 ( ) ( )
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PRIME MINISTER

New Delhi
October 29, 1999

Dear Shri Biswas,

I have received your letter of October 26, 1999 regarding probe

= into the disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose.
With regards,

Yours sincerely,

(A.B. Vajpayee)

Shri Debabrata Biswas, MP
Hemanta Basu Bhawan
49-C, Chittaranjan Avenue
Calcutta— 700012

No. 915/11/C/9/99-Pol. date: 05.11.1999

Copy with a copy of the letter under reference
forwarded to Home Secretary for action as appropriate.

)

/

( S.N. Sahai)
( ST - Deputy Secretary

e = ey




PRIME MINISTER

Dear Shri Biswas,

I have received your letter of October 26, 1999 regarding probe

New Delhi
October 29, 1999

into the disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose.

With regards,

Shri Debabrata Biswas, MP
Hemanta Basu Bhawan
49-C, Chittaranjan Avenue
Calcutta — 700 012

Yours sincerely,

O«M’W

(A.B. Vajpayee)
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DEBABRATA BISWAS
MEN"ER OF PARLIAMENT

"{ RAJYA SABHA ) ande
SECRETARY GENERAL
NETAJI PROBE STEERING
COMMITTEE.

PH.: 3352273

Tele-Fax : 3714131

28, Gurudwara Rakab Ganj Road,
NEW DELHI - 110 001

HEMANTA BASU BHAWAN,
49-C, Chittaranjan Avenue,
CALCUTTA-700 012
PH.: 2373956, 2371943
Tele-Fax: 2372065

Date.;...26.10.1999;....
Respected Prime Minister,

Jai Hind.

First of all we would like to express our heart
felt gratitude for the appointment of the third Inquiry

Commission to probe into the disappearance of Netaji

Subhas Chandra Bose. However, we regret to point out

that the Inquiry Commission has been moving at a snail's

pace. We humbly request your goodself to take measures

to accelerate the pace of the working of the Inquiry

Commission.
Qg You may be pleased to learn that with a view to
} help the Inquiry Commission in its working, we have

$;\““ organised 'Netaji Probe Steering Committee'. This

1 Committee will help the Commission primarily by placing
the facts and documents in a systematic manner before it.

hﬁj{?“l A delegation of the members of Netaji Probe Steering
Committee would like to call on your goodself for

£

resenting a memorandum on 10th or 11th November, 1999.
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DEBABRATA BISWAS

MENSRER OF PARLIAMENT
\RAJYA SABHA )

PH.: 3362273

Tele-Fax: 3714131

28, Gurudwara Rakab Ganj Road,
NEW DELHI - 110 001

HEMANTA BASU BHAWAN,
49-C, Chittaranjan Avenue,
CALCUTTA - 700 012
PH.: 2373956, 2371943
Tele-Fax: 2372065

We shall feel highly obliged to your goodself for
sparing time and giving us the appointment.

Looking forward to your positive response and
thanking in anticipation.

With best regards,

Yours sincerely,

\

-

(DEBABRATA BISWAS)

Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee,
Hon'ble Prime Minister of India
NEW DELHI.



PRIME MINISTER’S OFFICE

Enclosed is copy of a letter dated 14™ December, 1999, addressed to
Prime Minister from Shri A.K. Banerjee, Vice- Chalrman INA Association,

West Bengal for kind information.

(Jajdeep Mazumdar)
U])\ eputy Secretary

Shri T.C.A. Rangachari, Jt. Secretary(EA), MEA. New Delhi.

PMO UO No. /5 / 1//¢ J7/79£2L- dated 20" December, 1999



- UNITY FAITH SACRIFICE

—

- L N. A, ASSOCIATION

| West Bengal
( Regd. No. §/5217 of 1962-63 )

49/10, BALLYGUNGE PLACE
CALCUTTA-700 019

To

Hon.Sri Atal Behari Vajpayee,
Prime Minister of India,

New Delhi- 110 001.

17 Dear Sir,
P VAN : It was shocking to find your Extemmal Affairs Minister Hon.
| Jaswant Singh, who paid respect to the so-called ashes of Netaji
| Subhas Chandra Bose kept at Renkoji Temple at Tokyo. We do not
understand how your External Affairs Minister could go to Renkoji

‘\ Temple, when you have appointed a one man commission to unveil the
\mystery of Netaji's disappearance in August 1945.

.\‘

\
7‘1\#\( We do not know whether he went there on your advice or not.

&) You remember that the Chief Justice of India gave his verdict
ijK on the petition of an advocate Mr. Bijon Ghosh to withdraw the word
" pPosthumous along with Bharat Ratna on Netaji". The Indian Government
could not produce any convincing documents on the death of Netaji.

He may still be alive". After this we cannot expect our Prime Minister
G \ asking homage to Netaji by the External Affairs Minister,
,‘,,U_‘ \JW We appeal to your goodself to redress this and make a public
V'" statement to allay any misgivings of the people.
\ With kind regards,
%
JAI HIND

Yours in National Service,

T
( A.K. Banerjee )
Vice-Chairman, '
/ I.N.A. Association,West Bengal,

&

2\ 5“0\’95{““) )’1 W > N
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PUT TO-DAY

o s A wEie  GUS] ARIA L

PRIME MINISTER'S OFFICE
. 9 7§ fRf-110 011

P‘/\[/ New Delhi-110,011

Shri Debabrata Biswas, MP, Rajya Sabha alonB”with
a delegation of the "Netaji Probe Steering Commlittee
is meeting PM at 10.45 AM on the 12th January,2000 in
South Block to submit a memorandum on " Netaji Enquiry
Commission."

2 You are requested to be present at the meeting

It is also requested that a brief note on the subject,
not exceeding one page, may kindly be sent to this
office by 3.00 PM 11th January,2000.

{ S8IN.Sahai ]
Deputy Secretary

0/

MHA. (Shri B.M. Kaushal - Special Secretary )

e —— —— —— —— —————————— — o — i —— i ————— ————————

PMO.u.0.Ne0.915/11/C/9/99-Pol. dated:10.1.2000

/)‘)’ (/?ﬁ
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DEB\'ABRATA BISWAS

MEF JER OF PARLIAMENT
(RAJYA SABHA )

Dear Prime Minister,

D e ———

PH.: 3352273

Tele-Fax: 3714131

28, Gurudwara Rakab Ganj Road,
NEW DELHI - 110 001

HEMANTA BASU BHAWAN,
49-C, Chittaranjan Avenue,
CALCUTTA-700 012
PH.: 2373956, 2371943
Tele-Fax: 2372065

Date

24™ Dec.1999

Kindly refer to my earlier letter to you regarding ‘NETAJI ENQUIRY
COMMISSION’. As | have informed you that we have formed a
‘Netaji Probe Steering Committee’ in order to facilitate the efforts of
the Commission. We are also mobilising public opinion and
documents which would help the Commission to come to a definite
conclusion of this long pending mystery of the disappearance of
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose.

An eight (8) member delegati

‘ i e Steerin

Committee”™ would like to meet you for submitting a detailed

memorandum on 11 or 12" of January 2000. T am enclosing

6_, herewith some salient points of the proposed memorandum. We
/ \¥ shall be able to furnish you more in details when we meet.
: We shall feel highly obliged to your goodself for sparing time and

fi‘,w’_u : giving us the appointment. __
; Thanking you,
In anticipation,
Sincerely yours, . _
DEBABRATA BISWAS
(General Secretary, Netaji Probe Steering Committee)
~ -
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NETAJI PROBE STEERING COMMITTEE
28, Gurudwara Rakab Ganj Road
New Delhi - 110 001
Phone : 3352273, Telefax : 3714131
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Dated 24™ Dec. 1999
1 Prime Minister,

‘ollowers of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, are grateful to your government for
, our demand of appointing a commission of enquiry to probe in to the
ance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose.

«ciate the decision of the Govt. of India to make the terms of reference of the
» comprehensive to cover almost all the aspects of the mystery.

urther submit that whatever has been so far done by your govt. was a national
overdue towards one of the greatest and most illustrious sons of Mother India
Subhas Chandra Bose. Besides this the appointment of the enquiry Commission
-2ginning and not an end in itself The government must extend every possible
> Commission to take the process to its conclusive end. A mystery which is
54 years old cannot be resolved so long as the political will of the ruling parties
idly and completely behind the Enquiring agencies.

ily appeal your goodself to :

y announce that the government shall make every possible effort and extend
:ype of help for unearthing the mystery.
symbol of assurance and gesture of commitment, voluntarily declassify all the
~ents related to Netaji and INA in its archives or at any other place.
n and make public the jewellery alleged recovered from the site of air crash,
oresent lying in the sealed boxes in the National Museum.
letaji Probe Steering Committee is a widely representative body comprising the
rs of Netaji’s family, INA people, renowned research scholars, ardent followers
iji and the All India Forward Bloc it should be formally recognised by the
nent of India , and associated with the Enquiry Commission. The government
give some grant to the Netaji Probe Steering Committee for meeting the
s in the performance of its duties.
wt. of India should make available the services of the legal experts to all those
who want to appear before the Enquiry Commission. It is very essential
- in view the fact that some people, who want to appear before the
ssion, are not financially sound enough to engage legal experts to present their
int in the legal manner before the Enquiry Commission.



6. T. govt. should issue free railway passes or pay travelling allowance to all those
ps ‘nle who want to appear before the Enquiry Commission to give their evidence.

7. T government of India should write to the governments of the countries like
E land, Holland, Russia, and Commonwealth of Independent States, Germany,
J. n, U S A:;Taiwan, China, Erstwhile Indo-China, Myanmar, Ireland, Bangladesh,
F. stan, Afganistan, other Countries of the Europe and South East Asia to declassify
th- documents related to Netaji and INA in their Archives.

8. Kesping in view the complexity of the issues involved, the govt. should appoint
ex: »rts from the fields of history, army, aeronautics, medical sciences to help Mr.
Ju ice Mukherjee in the proper performance if his duties.

We hc = that your goodself will consider with its true Sptilét-

Thank g you, i

) €

In ant: ' pation,

Your: “ithfully,

1 -~

‘-\_ y o~

DEB/ - KATA BISWAS, M P,
Genei. Secretary

o
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NOTIFICATION ' NPy

/

New Delhi, the 14.5.99 " .

$.0.3239...(E)- wWhereas the Shah Nawaz Khan Committee
and the Khosla Commission of 1Inquiry appointed by the
Govern~ent of India in April, 1956 and July, 1970 respectively
to ir . -e into and to report to the Government of India on
the « umstances concerning the departure of Netajl Subhas
_Chandrt. Bose from Bangkok about the 16th August, 1945, his
reported death as a result of an air craft accident, aund
subsequent developments connected therewith had come to tne
conclusion that Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose met his death in an
“air crash; \

And, whereas there is a wide spread feeling among the
public that the issue of finding the truth about HNetaji's
death still remains;:-

And, whereas there has been a consistent demand for a
further inquiry into the matter:

- -

Anq. whereas the Calcutta High Court also directed the
Governmentt of India for a vigorous imquiry in accordance with e

Law, if nécessary, by .appointing qdpgmmiasien~of’1ﬂﬁﬁT??ﬂfg?ﬁﬂ’¢”

the purpoge of giving an end to this controversy:

And, whereas a Motion was adopted on 24.12.1998 by the
West Bengal Legiclative Assembly wherein a demand has been
made for a fresh inquiry into the matter tn remove the mystery
tegarding the whereabouts of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose: -

e ————

And whereas the Central Government is of the opinion > \
that it is necessary to appoint a Commission of Inquiry foc

the purpose of making an indepth inquiry into a definitg I
matter of a public importance, namely, the disappearance oj

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose in 1945:

~ Now, therefore, in exercise of the powers gonferced by
—sub-sections (1) and -{2) of section 3 of the Commissions of ;
Inquiry Act, 1952(60 of 1952), the Central Government hereby «
appoints a Commission of Inquiry consisting of Mr. Justice — i
M.K. Mukherjee. a retired Judge of the Stupreme Court of lundia.

2. '~ The Commission shall inquire into all the facts and

circumstances related to the disappearance of Neta)i Subhasg

Chandra Bose in 1945 and subsequent developments connected

therewith #ncludinq:- =

(a) whether Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose is dead or
alive: .

(b) if he is dead, whether he died in the plane crash,

SN
N e
\%:35\ : > i

/
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as alleqged: = g
(c) whether the.ashes in the Japaneae temple are ashles p///

of Netaji:

(d) whether he has died in any other manner at any
other place and, if so, when and how;

{e) if he is alive, in respect of his whereabouts.

3. The Commission shall also examine the manner in which
the exercise of Scrutiny of Publications touching upon the
question of death or otherwise of Netaji can be undegtaken by
the Central Government in the circumstances.

4. The Commission shall submit its report to the Central
Government as soon as possible but not later than six months
from the date of publication of this notification.

Bis The headquarters of the. Cémmission shall be at New
Delhi, and/or any other place as determined by the Commission.

6. The Central Government is of the opinion that, having
regard to the nature of the inquiry to be made and other
circumstances of the «case, all the provisions of sub-
section(2), sub-section(3), sub-section(4) and sub-section(5)
of section 5 of the Commissions of Inquiry Act, 1952 (60 of
1952) should be made applicable to the said Commission and the

. Central Government in exercise of the powers conferred by aubﬁ

section(l) of the said section 5, hereby directs that all thd
provisions of the said sub-sections (2) to (5) of that section
shall apply to the Commission. L 4 ;

b4
(NIKHIL'?J::;J 3

SPECIAL sscasraar{

(F.No. VI/11034/18/98-1S(D.II1)
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MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS e e
IS-I DIVISION

* Kk * * S L - X O \)

_f'

Subject : Meeting of 'Netaji Probe Steering Committee'
with PM - Brief regarding.

* % % *
-"L// The PMO may please refer to their U.O.Note No. 915/
oMl g/{i/C/Q/QQ-Pol. dated 10.1.2000 on the above subject.  As
)

desired, a brief note on the subject is sent herewith for

necessary action.

T TR el B
.K. PAITANDY/ )
DI EQTOR (1Is-1)

TEL.NO. 301 2478.

Prime Minister's Office (Shri S.N. Sahai, Deputy Secretary).
New Delhi.

—————————————————————————————————————————————————————— T ——_—————

MHA U.O.No. I/12014/ 2 /2000-IS(D.III) dated 11.01.2000.

: 95<;55
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BRIEF ON NETAJI INQUIRY PANEL \

With a view to giving an end to the controversy
shrouding the alleged disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra
Bose in August, 1945, the Government of India vide Notification
S.0.No. 339(E) dated 14.5.1999 have appointed a Commission of
Inquiry which is headed by Justice M.K. Mukherjee, a retired
Judge of the Supreme Court of India. A copy of the
Notification is annexed. The HQrs. of the Commission are at
Calcutta.

V2. On the recommendation of Justice Mukherjee, Shri P.K.

Sengupta, a Member of West Bengal Higher Judicial Service
(retired) and ex-Principal Secretary (Law), Government of West
Bengal, has been appointed as Secretary to the Commission.

1 3is Subsequently, the key functionaries like two Section

Officers, one Private Secretary, one OSD, one Accountant and
one cashier have also joined the Commission on contract basis
after clearance from MHA. One Assistant, one Steno Grade 'C',
one Process Server and one Peon have been appointed by the
Commission at its own level w.e.f. 10.1.2000.

4. Like any new set-up, the Commission too had the usual
teething problems because creation of basic infrastructure and
other facilities to make it functional, required deliberations
amongst the Ministries/Departments of the Government of India
as per the procedural drill laid down in this behalf. However,
with the allotment of office accommodation at Calcutta;
provision of necessary budget; appointment of a Secretary and
other key functionaries; designating officers as Head of the
Department and Drawing & Disbursing Officer (DDO); allotment of
a Pay & Accounts Office at Calcutta and the DDO Code to the
Commission; etc., the Commission is now fully engaged with the
inquiry entrusted to it.

e In response to the request received from the

Commission, its term has since been extended by another six
months beyond 14.11.1999 i.e. upto 14.5.2000 vide Notification
S.0.No. 1090(E) dated 14.11.1999.

VE: The Commission has already got published a public

notice in wvarious leading national/regional newspapers,
eliciting response from the interested parties with reference
to the terms of reference given to the Commission. The said
response has been called for by 6.2.2000.

* % %k *
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS

"NHOTIFICATION

New Delhi,; the 14.5.99

t $.0.339...(E)~ wWhereas the Shah Nawaz Khan Committee
{ and the Khosla Commission of Inquiry appointed by the
l Government of India in April, 1956 and July, 1970 respectively
:

to ir ui-ce into and to report to the Government of India on
= the .umstances concerning the departure of Netajl Subhas

_Chandr. Bose from Bangkok about the 1l6th August, 1945, hise
reported death aa a result of an air craft accident, and
subsequent developments connected therewith had come to tne
conclusion that Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose met his death in an

“air crash;

| And, whereas there is a wide spread feeling among the
: public that the issue of finding the truth about Netaji's
death still remains;:

And, whereas there has been a consistent demand for a
further inquiry into the matter:

I
Anj. whereas the Calcutta High Court also directed the
Governmenti of India for a vigorous isguiry in accordance with -
Law, if necessary, by .appointing q_ggmmiasien~ofﬂtﬂﬁﬁff?'?5?—",—_#ﬁr
the purpo*e‘ot giving an end to this controversy;
And, whereas a Hotxon was adopted on 24.12.1998 by the
| West Bengal Legivlative Assembly wherein a demand has been
made for a fresh inquiry into the matter to remove the mystery
regarding the whereabouts of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose: —

And whereas the Central Government is of the opiniom
that it 13 necessary to appoint a Commission of Inquiry fog
the purpose of making an indepth inquiry into a definfit
matter of a public importance, namely, the disappearance o

Vet Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose in 1945;

; = Now, therefore, in exercise of Lhe powers gonferced by
| —sub-sections (1) and -{2) of section 3 of the Commissions of
= Inquiry Act, 1952(60 of 1952), the Central Government hereby
appoints a Commission of Inquiry coasisting of Mr. Justice
3 : M.K. Mukherjee, a retired Judge of the SUpreme Court of India.
e s 1 The Commission shall inquire into all the facts and
circumstances related to the disappearance of Netaji Subhas
Chandra Bose in 1945 and subsequent developments connected
therewith includinq:- <

(a) whether Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose is dead or
alive;

(b) if he is dead, whether he died in the plane crash,
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as alleged: . ~ L‘
{c) whether the.ashes in the Japanese temple are aahles
of Netaji:
(d) whether he has died in any other manner at any
other place and, if so, when and how; :
{e) if he is Alive, in respect of his whereabouts.

3. The Commission shall also examine the manner in whlich
the exercise of Scrutiny of Publications touching upon the
question of death or otherwise of Netaji can be undertaken by
the Central Government in the circumstances.

4. The Commiaaion shall submit its report to the Central
Governm:ii as soon as possible but not later than six months
from the date of publication of this notification.

5. The headquartecrs of the. Commission shall be at New

Delhi, and/or any other place as determined by the Commission..

6. The Central Government is of the opinion that, having
regard to the nature of the inquiry to be made and other
circumstances of the case, all the provisions of sub-
section(2), sub-section(3), sub-section(4) and sub-section(5)
of section 5 of the Commissions of Inquiry Act, 1952 (60 of
1952) should be made applicable to the said Commission and the

. Central Government in exercise of the powers conferred by sub-

section(l) of the said section 5, hereby directs that all th
provisions of the said sub-sections (2) to (5) of that sectio

shall apply to the Commission. * f

—_—
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NETAJI PROBE & RESEARCH FOUNDATION

28, Gurudwara Rakab Ganj Road
New Delhi - 110 001
Phone : 3352273, Telefax : 3714131

January 12, 2000

Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee
Prime Minister of India

South Block

Central Secretariat

Government of India @

NEW DELHI- 110 011. /\v.o'
ol

Sir,
}(}V
Jai Hind.

We, the followers of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, are grateful to your government for
accepting our demand of appointing a Commission of Inquiry to probe into the disappearance
of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. We appreciate the decision of the Government of India to
make the terms of reference of the Inquiry Commission so comprehensive as to cover almost
all the aspects of mystery.

We earnestly appeal to your goodself to look into the following points:-

a) The role of the government, in solving the mystery surrounding Netaji’s disappearance,
has not come to an end with the appointment of another Inquiry Commission, rather it has
just begun. It is the duty of the Government of India to take the process of inquiry to it’s
conclusive end by extending every possible help in the completion of the inquiry.

b) The Government of India, through the actions like that of voluntarily declassifying the
classified documents, make it clear that it’s political will is completely behind the Inquiry
Commission.

c) All the documents relating to Netaji and I.N.A_, in the various Ministries and Agencies of
the Government of India; and the Ministries and Agencies of all the States, should be
declassified and made available to the Commission of Inquiry.

d) The Government of India should write to the Government of the countries like England,
Holland, Russia, and Commonwealth of Independent States, Germany, Japan, U.S. A
Taiwan, China, Erstwhile Indo-China, Myanmar, Ireland, Bangladesh, Pakistan,
Afghanistan, other countries of the Europe and South East Asia to declassify the
documents related to Netaji and . N.A.
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e) The documents to be declassified by the Governments of other countries should be made
available to the research scholars of Netaji Probe and Research Foundation; or the
research scholars of Netaji Probe and Research Foundation should be allowed and assisted
to go abroad to study all such declassified documents. In this context we would like to
draw your kind attention to the case of scholars of Asiatic Society who had gone to Russia
for studies and research. Unfortunately they have not been allowed to complete their
projects. It is requested that they should be allowed to complete their projects, and helped
in having access to the documents in the archives of that country.

f) Since Netaji Probe and Research Foundation is a widely representative body comprising
the members of Netaji’s family, LN.A. people, renowned research scholars, ardent
followers of Netaji and the All India Forward Bloc, it should be formally recognised by the
Government of India, and associated with the Inquiry Commission.

We hope that your goodself will favourably consider these submissions in the true
spirit.

Besides, the above points, we would like to bring to your kind notice some more facts
which have been described in the Annexure to this letter.

Thanking you,
In anticipation, /
ﬂ JF 2" : YourWl}/ .
Shri D.B. Kalmankar Debabrata B(
Chairman, Member of Parliament
Netaji Probe and Research Foundation; and General Secretary,
Chairman, Legislative Council, Karnataka. Netaji Probe and Research Foundation;
b1 ' and General Secretary, All India Forward Bloc
e e
S Jofanta Roy Dr. Chitra Ghosh
ber-of Parliament Convenor, Research Committee

Netaji Probe & Research Foundation;

“’ 3 % E and Niece of Netaji Qubhas Chandra Bose.
e & —

Shri Subrata Bose Shri Subodh Markandeya
Convener, Finance Committee, i 5
Netaji Probe and Research Foundation; g]‘(%ﬁf‘
and Nephew of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose,
S/o. Late Sh. Sarat Chandra Bose.

Shri Sitanshu Das {+ e edre Dty i V.P. Saini
Research Scholar, and Public ions and Publicity Secretary,
Former Editor of The Indian Express, Netaji Probe and Research Foundation; and
The Patriot & The Tribune. Chairman, Netaji Research Foundation




ANNEXURE

THE COMMISSION OF ENQUIRY ANNOUNCED ON THE 14" MAY, 1999, TO
INVESTIGATE, UNDER THE COMMISSION OF INQUIRY ACT OF 1952,
VARIOUS ASPECTS OF THE DISAPPEARANCE OF NETAJI SUBHAS
CHANDRA BOSE IN 1945

The Netaji Probe & Research Foundation (which has its Central Office at 28,
Gurudwara Rakabganj Road, New Delhi - 110 001; Camp Office: 52/7, B.B.
Ganguly Street, Calcutta-700 012), welcomes the Government of India’s decision to
constitute a Corﬁmission of Inquiry headed by Mr. Justice Monoj Kumar Mukherjee to
investigate all facts and circumstances related to the “disappearance” of Netaji Subhas
Chandra Bose in 1945 “and subsequent developments therewith”. We note that the
Justice Mukherjee Commission has been constituted under the Commission of Inquiry Act.
1952 (60 of 1952). This decision of the Central Government of India was notified on 14
May, 1999, in Part 11, Section 3, Sub-section (i) & (ii) of the Gazette of India, Extra-
Ordinary of 14 May, 1999 (vide Notification NoNotfth]OfQéfIMCl published in the
newspaper, The Telegraph, Calcutta). Suggestions for a comprehensive investigation and
a full report on what happened to Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose after the surrender of
Japan to the Allied Forces in August, 1945 have been repeatedly made over many years by
many sections of Indians in many parts of the country. We, therefore, appreciate the
decision of the Council of Ministers headed by you to appoint an Inquiry Commission

under the Commission of Inquiry Act of 1952.

2 Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose was one of the greatest leaders of India’s long
freedom struggle, he represented a set of far-reaching policies of political and economic
reforms for the preservation of India’s post-independence territorial integrity and social
and economic modernisation. In August 1945, and the time of his “disappearance” on a

certain date of August 1945 he was Head of State of the Provisional Government of Free
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India and Supreme Commander of the Armed Forces of that Provisional Government; the

Indian National Army.

3 In the final months of India’s freedom movement during the period, August 1945
to August 1947, the leadership of Netaji Subhas Chandra bose was not available to his
compatriots. This fact made a fundamental difference to the direction India’s political
developments took during this crucial period,, Many Indians are of the opinion that the
political, social and economic developments in India would have taken a more
constructive direction had Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose been one in the Wan
leaders which took momentous decisions affecting the future of undivided India in 1946-
47. The removal of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose occurred at a time when the then
Government of the United Kingdom, recognising the implications of the changed post-war
circumstances of India, Britain and the World, generally, decided to commence talks for
the transfer of power to elected Indian leaders. The outcomehot; Lhﬁse tq[ﬁ:\»as decisively
influenced by the absence of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose in the EOHng:&n of Indian leaders
who took part in post-war constitutional talks with the plenipotentiaries of the
Government of the United Kingdom on one side and with the leaders of non-Congress
Indian political formations on the other. There is no doubt that Netaji’s absence weakened
the Indian nationalist leadership. Netaji’s absence also meant that India’s national leaders
did not have at this critical juncture at their disposal a reliable administrative machinery
and a loyal military force at a time when organised killings of undefended civilian
populations on a large scale forced the nationalist leaders to accept in haste a long-term
decision on dismemberment of undivided India. Reviewing the developments in undivided
India in 1946-47, with historical objectivity, it would be difficult to avoid the conclusion
that the Indian nationalist cause was undermined and defeated by the fact that Indian
leaders did not have at their command an administrative machinery and an armed force
with which they could have defended defenceless innocent people from the depredations
of organised armed bands whose atrocities forced on Indian leaders a far-reaching
decision. Netaji, alone among all nationalist Indian leaders, at that point of time was in a

position to offer India’s nationalist leaders an administrative machinery which was not
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controlled by the colonial government. He also, if required. could have fielded then at
least two divisions of an experienced armed force which had been sworn to defend India’s
civil society and territorial integrity. Seeing the happening[)éf 1945-47, there i1s ample
justification for the conclusion that Netaji’s disappearance or removal from the scene
during a decisive period in India’s history undermined the undivided country’s capacity to
defend its territorial unity and its age-old inter-community symbiotic harmony and
cohesion. In the affairs of nations, the adequacy of leadership available at decisive turns

makes a fundamental difference to the future of these nations.

4, The investigation entrusted to the Justice Mukherjee Commission is thus of
immense historical and political importance to India and the countries of the Indian sub-
continent, because the removal of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose from the scene altered the
course of history of the South Asian region. This apart, Indians as a people have long
wanted to know all facts about what happened to a relatively young leader whom they
loved and respected. His popularity transcended all distinctions of communities and

ethnicity of the Indian people.

3 More than fifty four years have elapsed since Netaji was said to have succumbed to
injuries received in an aircraft accident on the Island of Formosa(Taiwan). Netaji’s
movements immediately preceding this reported event and what followed thereafter form
the subject of the Commission’s Inquiry. To begin with, the Government of India,
unimpeded by any restriction or reservation concerning the release of secret official
documents, should make available to the Commission all records, reports, files and
information which are available on Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose., the Provisional
Government of Azad Hind and the Indian National Army. These should thereupon be
carefully examined by a team of scholars and archivists appointed by the Commission to
help the investigation the Commission has undertaken. This team’s work would continue
on a day-to-day basis before it submits its comments and findings to the Commission. The

findings of such a team, when expeditiously offered, can help the Commission; but these



will be treated as one of several sources of information which the Commission would

receive but not necessarily accept.

6. At the same time the Commission would be well within its rights, to ask the
Government of India to urgently request the Governments of Japan, Britain, the USA,
Malaysia, Singapore, Vietnam, the People’s Republic of China, the Russian Federation
and Taiwan to extend unstinted cooperation to the Commission of Inquiry by making fresh
efforts to identify and locate documents, reports and information which may throw light
on Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose’s activities and movements in the months preceding the
surrender of Japan to the Allied Forces in August 1945 and in the period immediately

following the conclusion of the War in the Asia-Pacific region.

7 Given the international circumstances of the relevant period which the Commission
would be examining with extreme care, the co-operation of the above-mentioned
Governments should be most urgently and immediately solicited by the Government of
India through the Ministry External Affairs. Official secrecy laws employed in respect of
government records and information, after the lapse of longer than fifty four years, can not
apply to these documents. Without such documents as are still with the foreign

government, the Commission cannot complete a comprehensive investigation,

8. Considerations of how the release of these documents might affect certain
countries’ good relations with other countries can also be satisfactorily met. The Ministry
of External Affairs might suggest, if such a suggestion is considered necessary, that such
information available with the foreign governments as might still affect the latter’s good
relations with other countries could be conveyed to the Commission in sealed covers only
for the perusal by the Chairman of the Commission and none else, with a solemn assurance
given by the Government of India that such sensitive documents would be sealed a’gain by
the Commission and returned unopened by the MEA to the concerned foreign

governments.




9 Bearing in mind that the lapse of time has removed persons who had personal
knowledge of Netaji’s decisions and the steps he took in the relevant period. the
Commission would probably depend very largely on such documents and reports as are
made available to the Commission. It is thus a matticZof utmost importance that the
National Archives of India makes a proper index of all available records having a bearing
on the subject of the Inquiry in the possession of the various government agencies and the
Ministries. All such records should be preserved. It is known that many government

records of the period have been tampered with or are missing from the files.

10. The Ministries of External Affairs and Defence should transfer the records of the
two world wars to the National Archives and the Government should immediately
undertake the preparation of an index. However, the preparation of index should not
delay the Commission’s work, and these should be made available to the Commission as

and when these are required by the Justice Mukherjee Commission.

Ape At
11.  The Government of India should make“m(e—ﬁ{m to make available to the

Commission the following documents. The security and intelligence reports on Netaji
Subhas Chandra Bose in the possession of the British Government which has not, with the

permission of the Lord Chancellor of the U K Government, plased them in the Library of

India Office in London or the Public Record Office in London. A report on the south-east / Anra

command prepared by a military intelligence offiger {whose surname, to the best of our
knowledge, is Figgers) should be made available to the Commission. The reports of
_gnother two British intelligence officers (whose sumameb?to the best of our knowledge,
are Finney and Daries) who had investigated the disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra
‘Bose and the operations of the INA should be traced and presented to the Commission.
The archives of the MEA might have these reports. The US secret operations agency.
OSS, was probably the first to investigate the alleged Taihoku airport aircraft crash. The
iJS Government archives might have a finding on the reported accident. This should be

obtained.



12, The Japanese Foreign Office’s Inquiry report on the Taihoku aircrash should bé\'

obtained through the good offices of the Government of Japan.

13.  Some Indian scholars have reported the existence of secret reports in the archives
of the former USSR Government. Recalling that the former USSR, and the Third
Communist International, which had its headquarters in the Soviet Union, had long and
intimate contacts with Indian leaders of various persuasions, and Subhas Chandra Bose
had tried to establish contacts at the highest levels of the Soviet Government during the
Second World War, the Government of India should request the successor/Government of
the Russian Federation to make available for the inquiry by the Commission all documents. '
records and information as are in the possession of the various agencies, archives and non-
official organisations in the Russia Federation to facilitate the work of the Mukherjee

Commission.

14.  In the end, while thanking the Government of India for constituting the
Commission of Enquiry, we reiterate the importance of providing the Commission with all
records and information, whether available in India or in the possession of foreign

governments, to make this investigation a truly conclusive one.

15.  History demands that the Government and the country should make all efforts to
unearth the facts of these fateful years. In the past, we were remiss in our duty to history

and to posterity. Let us not fail again.

16. We should approach this investigation with an open mind, without any
predisposition towards a conclusion - until the Commission has competed a truly

comprehensive enquiWed its findings, and these have been made public.

i fﬂ'-’w
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PRIME MINISTER’S MESSAGE ON NETAJI’S BIRTH ANNIVERSARY '
(JANUARY 23, 2000)

On the occasion of Netaji’s birth anniversary on January 23", 2000,
the Prime Minister issued the following statement:

“Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose belongs to the great tradition of Indian
heroes who symbolise fire and fervour, vigour and vision.

He was uncompromising and indomitable in his fight against
imperialism and inculcated his fiery message in the minds of the people of
India when they were waging a relentless battle against British rule.

Netaji gave a distinct political idiom to the nationalist urge of the
people by unifying them into a vibrant force of action.-

Netaji added a new dimension to the freedom struggle of the country.
He demanded from the people an unwavering patriotic commitment in terms
of devoted service and supreme sacrifice for the cause of the motherland.

Netaji is a source of everlasting inspiration to generations of freedom-
loving people cutting across the frontiers of time and space.

Today as the nation recalls Netaji’s patriotism and valour, I urge the

people, especially the youth to draw inspiration from his life and fulfil his

dream of a proud and prosperous India”.

(Prime Minister)
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PRIME MINISTER’S OFFICE '

A copy of the letter given by a delegation of Netaji Probe & Research
Foundation which met Prime Minister on 12.1.2000, is enclosed along with
that a copy of the letter of Shri Debabrata Biswas, MP. List of issues raised
by delegation with Prime Minister on 12.1.2000 are also enclosed. [Shri
M.B. Kaushal, Special Secretary (Home) was also present when the

delegation met Prime Minister].

2. MHA may like to examine the various issues raised in the letters and
intimate the position to this office about the location of headquarter of the

Commission.

P

Jarnail Singh
Jt.Secy. to PM

Shri Kamal Pande, Home Secretary, MHA, North Block, New Delhi.
PMOUONo. A5 /11/€/9/00PeA V¢ 1-TL)  Date: 31.01.2000

Copy to:
Shri M.B. Kaushal, Special Secretary (Home), MHA, New De

aD
Jarnail Singh )
Jt. Secy. to PM

e

) ) f/
9- 1)




D

NETAJI PROBE & RESEARCH FOUNDATION
28, Gurudwara Rakab Ganj Road
New Delhi - 110 001
Phone : 3352273, Telefax : 3714131

January 12, 2000

Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee
Prime Minister of India

South Block
Central Secretariat ﬁ
Government of India
NEW DELHI- 110011, Aet®
Jr
2
Sir,

-
Jai Hind. }(/54/

We, the followers of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, are grateful to your government for
accepting our demand of appointing a Commission of Inquiry to probe into the disappearance
of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. We appreciate the decision of the Government of India to
make the terms of reference of the Inquiry Commission so comprehensive as to cover almost
all the aspects of mystery.

We earnestly appeal to your goodself to look into the following points:-

a) The role of the government, in solving the mystery surrounding Netaji’s disappearance,
has not come to an end with the appointment of another Inquiry Commission, rather it has
just begun. It is the duty of the Government of India to take the process of inquiry to it’s
conclusive end by extending every possible help in the completion of the inquiry.

b) The Government of India, through the actions like that of voluntarily declassifying the
classified documents, make it clear that it’s political will is completely behind the Inquiry
Commission.

c) All the documents relating to Netaji and 1.N. A, in the various Ministries and Agencies of
the Government of India; and the Ministries and Agencies of all the States, should be
declassified and made available to the Commission of Inquiry.

d) The Government of India should write to the Government of the countries like England,
Holland, Russia, and Commonwealth of Independent States, Germany, Japan, U S A |
Taiwan, China, Erstwhile Indo-China, Myanmar, Ireland, Bangladesh, Pakistan,
Afghanistan, other countries of the Europe and South East Asia to declassify the
documents related to Netaji and [ N.A.

T
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™ The documents to be declassified by the Governments of other countries should be mdde \
available to the research scholars of Netaji Probe and Research Foundation. or thé
research scholars of Netaji Probe and Research Foundation should be allowed and assisted
to go abroad to study all such declassified documents. In this context we would like to
draw your kind attention to the case of scholars of Asiatic Society who had gone to Russia
for studies and research. Unfortunately they have not been allowed to complete their
projects. It is requested that they should be allowed to complete their projects. and helped
in having access to the documents in the archives of that country.

f) Since Netaji Probe and Research Foundation is a widely representative body comprising
the members of Netaji’s family, 1.N.A. people. renowned research scholars, ardent
followers of Netaji and the All India Forward Bloc, it should be formally recognised by the
Government of India, and associated with the Inquiry Commission.

We hope that your goodself will favourably consider these submissions in the true
spirit.

Besides, the above points, we would like to bring to your kind notice some more facts
which have been described in the Annexure to this letter.

Thanking you,
In anticipation, A
" Yours faithfully
o =
Shri D.B. Kalmankar Debabrata Biswas
Chairman, Member of Parliament
Netaji Probe and Research Foundation; and General Secretary.
Chairman, Legislative Council, Karnataka. Netaji Probe and Research Foundation:
(= and General Secretary, All India Forward Bloc
‘{ F 2 ] —~L
Shri Joyanta Roy Dr. Chitra Ghosh
ember of Parliament Convenor, Research Committee

Netaji Probe & Research Foundation.
“ \0\]\ % and Niece of Netaji wts' Chandra Bose.

‘f,
Shri Subrata Bose Shri Subodh Markan
Convener, Finance Committee

k] - r i / - \
Netaji Probe and Research Foundation; gY}‘%‘hﬂm&tﬁ 3 1
and Nephew of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose,
S/o. Late Sh. Sarat Chandra Bose.

Shri Sitanshu Das ﬂ/_a”'“b‘e"‘y"f m
Research Scholar, and ~ Public ,B.emlo/ns/a:}d Publicity Secretary.
Former Editor of The Indian Express, Netaji Probe and Research Foundation: and
The Patriot & The Tribune. Chairman, Netaji Research Foundation



ANNEXURE

THE COMMISSION OF ENQUIRY ANNOUNCED ON THE 14™ MAY, 1999, TO
INVESTIGATE, UNDER THE COMMISSION OF INQUIRY ACT OF 1952,
VARIOUS ASPECTS OF THE DISAPPEARANCE OF NETAJI SUBHAS
CHANDRA BOSE IN 1945

The Netaji Probe & Research Foundation (which has its Central Office at 28,
Gurudwara Rakabganj Road, New Delhi - 110 001; Camp Office: 52/7. B.B.
Ganguly Street, Calcutta-700 012), welcomes the Government of India’s decision to
constitute a Coﬁunission of Inquiry headed by Mr. Justice Monoj Kumar Mukherjee to
investigate all facts and circumstances related to the “disappearance” of Netaji Subhas
Chandra Bose in 1945 “and subsequent developments therewith” We note that the
Justice Mukherjee Commission has been constituted under the Commission of Inquiry Act.
1952 (60 of 1952). This decision of the Central Government of India was notified on 14
May, 1999, in Part 11, Section 3, Sub-section (i) & (ii) of the Gazette of India, Extra-
Ordinary of 14 May, 1999 (vide Notification No.Notfn/010/99/JMCI published in the
newspaper, The Telegraph, Calcutta). Suggestions for a comprehensive investigation and
a full report on what happened to Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose after the surrender of
Japan to the Allied Forces in August, 1945 have been repeatedly made over many years by
many sections of Indians in many parts of the country. We, therefore, appreciate the
decision of the Council of Ministers headed by you to appoint an Inquiry Commission

under the Commission of Inquiry Act of 1952.

2. Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose was one of the greatest leaders of India’s long
freedom struggle, he represented a set of far-reaching policies of political and economic
reforms for the preservation of India’s post-independence territorial integrity and social
and economic modernisation. In August 1945, and the time of his “disappearance” on 4

certain date of August 1945 he was Head of State of the Provisional Government of Free



India and Supreme Commander of the Armed Forces of that Provisional Government, t
Indian National Army.

3. In the final months of India’s freedom movement during the period, August 1945
to August 1947, the leadership of Netaji Subhas Chandra bose was not available to his
compatriots. This fact made a fundamental difference to the direction India’s political
developments took during this crucial period,. Many Indians are of the opinion that the
political, social and economic developments in India would have taken a more
constructive direction had Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose been one in the cellegtag/of Indian
leaders which took momentous decisions affecting the future of undivided India in 1946-
47. The removal of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose occurred at a time when the then
Government of the United Kingdom, recognising the implications of the changed post-war
circumstances of India, i3ritain and the World, generally, decided to commence talks for
the transfer of power to elected Indian leaders. The outcomehot; tphﬁse tql‘ﬁ;‘was decisively
influenced by the absence of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose in the Ecﬂegran of Indian leaders
who took part in post-war constitutional talks with the plenipotentiaries of the
Government of the United Kingdom on one side and with the leaders of non-Congress
Indian political formations on the other. There is no doubt that Netaji’s absence weakened
the Indian nationalist leadership. Netaji’s absence also meant that India’s national leaders
did not have at this critical juncture at their disposal a reliable administrative machinery
and a loyal military force at a time when organised killings of undefended civilian
populations on a large scale forced the nationalist leaders to accept in haste a long-term
decision on dismemberment of undivided India. Reviewing the developments in undivided
India in 1946-47, with historical objectivity, it would be difficult to avoid the conclusion
that the Indian nationalist cause was undermined and defeated by the fact that Indian
leaders did not have at their command an administrative machinery and an armed force
with which they could have defended defenceless innocent people from the depredations
of organised armed bands whose atrocities forced on Indian leaders a far-reaching

decision. Netaji, alone among all nationalist Indian leaders, at that point of time was in a

position to offer India’s nationalist leaders an administrative machinery which was not
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controlled by the colonial government. He also, if required. could have fielded then at
least two divisions of an experienced armed force which had been sworn to defend India’s
civil society and territorial integrity. Seeing the happenin/’oof 1945-47, there is ample
justification for the conclusion that Netaji’s disappearance or removal from the scene
during a decisive period in India’s history undermined the undivided country’s capacity to
defend its territorial unity and its age-old inter-community symbiotic harmony and
cohesion. In the affairs of nations, the adequacy of leadership available at decisive turns

makes a fundamental difference to the future of these nations.

4, The investigation entrusted to the Justice Mukherjee Commission is thus of
immense historical and political importance to India and the countries of the Indian sub-
continent, because the removal of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose from the scene altered the
course of history of the South Asian region. This apart, Indians as a people have long
wanted to know all facts about what happened to a relatively young leader whom they
loved and respected. His popularity transcended all distinctions of communities and

ethnicity of the Indian people.

5. More than fifty four years have elapsed since Netaji was said to have succumbed to
injuries received in an aircraft accident on the Island of Formosa(Taiwan). Netaji’s
movements immediately preceding this reported event and what followed thereafter form
the subject of the Commission’s Inquiry. To begin with, the Government of India,
unimpeded by any restriction or reservation concerning the release of secret official
documents, should make available to the Commission all records, reports, files and
information which are available on Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. the Provisional
Government of Azad Hind and the Indian National Army. These should thereupon be
carefully examined by a team of scholars and archivists appointed by the Commission to
help the investigation the Commission has undertaken. This team’s work would continue
on a day-to-day basis before it submits its comments and findings to the Commission The

findings of such a team, when expeditiously offered, can help the Commission; but these




will be treated as one of several sources of information which the Commission wouQ/

receive but not necessarily accept.

6. At the same time the Commission would be well within its rights/ to ask the
Government of India to urgently request the Governments of Japan, Britain, the USA.
Malaysia, Singapore, Vietnam, the People’s Republic of China, the Russian Federation
and Taiwan to extend unstinted cooperation to the Commission of Inquiry by making fresh
efforts to identify and locate documents, reports and information which may throw light
on Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose’s activities and movements in the months preceding the

surrender of Japan to the Allied Forces in August 1945 and in the period immediately

following the conclusion of the War in the Asia-Pacific region.

Z Given the international circumstances of the relevant period which the Commission
would be examining with extreme care, the co-operation of the above-mentioned
Governments should be most urgently and immediately solicited by the Government of
India through the Ministry External Affairs. Official secrecy laws employed in respect of
government records and information, after the lapse of longer than fifty four years, can not
apply to these documents. Without such documents as are still with the foreign

government, the Commission cannot complete a comprehensive investigation.

8. Considerations of how the release of these documents might affect certain
countries’ good relations with other countries can also be satisfactorily met. The Ministry
of External Affairs might suggest, if such a suggestion is considered necessary, that such
information available with the foreign governments as might still affect the latter’s good
relations with other countries could be conveyed to the Commission in sealed covers only
for the perusal by the Chairman of the Commission and none else, with a solemn assurance
given by the Government of India that such sensitive documents would be sealed a"gain by
the Commission and returned unopened by the MEA to the concerned foreign

governments.
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(- Bearing in mind that the lapse of time has removed persons who had personal™

knowledge of Netaji’s decisions and the steps he took in the relevant period. the

Commission would probably depend very largely on such documents and reports as are

made available to the Commission. 1t is thus a man%Zof utmost importance that the

National Archives of India makes a proper index of all available records having a bearing

on the subject of the Inquiry in the possession of the various government agencies and the

Ministries. All such records should be preserved. It is known that many government

records of the period have been tampered with or are missing from the files.

10. The Ministries of External Affairs and Defence should transfer the records of the
two world wars to the National Archives and the Government should immediately
undertake the preparation of an index. However, the preparation of index should not
delay the Commission’s work, and these should be made available to the Commission as

and when these are required by the Justice Mukherjee Commission.

Apeteed ,
11.  The Government of India should makm/on to make available to the

Commission the following documents. The security and intelligence reports on Netaji
Subhas Chandra Bose in the possession of the British Government which has not, with the
permission of the Lord Chancellor of the U K Government, placed them in the Library of
India Office in London or the Public Record Office in London. A report on the south-east / Anra
command prepared by a military intelligence officer {whose surname, to the best of our
knowledge, is Figgers) should be made available to the Commission. The reports of
another two British intelligence officers (whose surname.«_s?to the best of our knowledge.
are Finney and Daries) who had investigated the disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra
Bose and the operations of the INA should be traced and presented to the Commission.
THe archives of the MEA might have these reports. The US secret operations agency.
éSS, was probably the first to investigate the alleged Taihoku airport aircraft crash. The
iJS Government archives might have a finding on the reported accident. This should be

obtained.
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12.  The Japanese Foreign Office’s Inquiry report on the Taihoku aircrash should bé\“

obtained through the good offices of the Government of Japan.

13.  Some Indian scholars have reported the existence of secret reports in the archives
of the former USSR Government. Recalling that the former USSR, and the Third
Communist International, which had its headquarters in the Soviet Union, had long and
intimate contacts with Indian leaders of various persuasions, and Subhas Chandra Bose
had tried to establish contacts at the highest levels of the Soviet Government during the

Second World War, the Government of India should request the successor/Government of

the Russian Federation to make available for the inquiry by the Commission all documents,

records and information as are in the possession of the various agencies, archives and non-

official organisations in the Russia Federation to facilitate the work of the Mukherjee

Commission.

14,  In the end, while thanking the Government of India for constituting the
Commission of Enquiry, we reiterate the importance of providing the Commission with all
records and information, whether available in India or in the possession of foreign

governments, to make this investigation a truly conclusive one.

15. History demands that the Government and the country should make all efforts to
unearth the facts of these fateful years. In the past, we were remiss in our duty to history

and to posterity. Let us not fail again.

16. We should approach this investigation with an open mind. without any
predisposition towards a conclusion - until the Commission has competed a truly

comprehensive enquiWed its findings, and these have been made public

p WW

_
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NETAJI PROBE & RESEARCH FOUNDATION
28, Gurudwara Rakab Ganj Road
New Delhi - 110 001
Phone : 3352273, Telefax : 3714131

Dated 27" January 2000
To
Shri. Atal Beharr Vajpayee,
Hon’ble Prime Minister of India,
New Delhi.

Sub: Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose

Dcar Prime Minister,
Jai Hind,

We are deeply shocked, appalled and disgusted to read in the press that your
goodself has expressed the willingness of your government to bring to india the so
called ashes of Netaji claimed to be lying at Renkoji temple. After the appointment
of a Commission of Enquiry by your government, and after our meetings with your
goodself on 24™ March 1999 and 12" Jan.2000, it is extremely difficult to believe
that you could have made such a statement which has appeared in almost all the
papers all over the country. In the absence of any contradiction by PMO or your
government, we have no option but to believe that you made this statement which is
most irresponsible and damaging, and amounts to contempt of the Enquiry
Commission. We condemn this statement in the strongest possible words and
demand the withdrawal of this statement. The nation has been confused about the
real motives of the government.

May we remind you that your government has appointed a Commission of Enquiry
under the Chairmanship of Mr, Justice M.K Mukherjee, a retired judge of the
Supreme Court of India. One of the terms of reference of the Enquiry Commission is
* Whether the ashes In the Japanese temple are the ashes of Netaj". So long as the
Enquiry Commission has not submitted its report on the matter, to talk of bringing to
India the ashes of Netaji, that too by a person like your goodself, amounts to
scuttling the independent functioning of the Enquiry Commission. During your
meeting with us you had promised to extend complete cooperation in the free and
fair functioning of the Enquiry Commission; but your actions speak quite opposite to
your words. Moreover if this 1s the beginning , where shall the whole thing end.
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The issue of Netaji's disappearance i1s a national issue and we should rise above all
pohtical and partisan considerations, in settling this issue for ever

The success of the Enguiry Commission depends on the cooperation it gets from
the govt. We look to you for light and guidance. and not confusion and chaos We
appeal your goodself to clarify the position of your government or this issue

Kindly recall our meeting on 12" Jan 2000, where | raised the issue of shifting the
office of the Commission fiom Calcutta to New Delhi, your goodself aiso agreed in
principle (o look into the matter. | am taking this opportunity to request you to take
immediate steps to shift the office of the Commission from Calcutta to New Delhi So
that, the activities of the Commission would be more smooth and useful.

Thanking you,

In anticipation,

Sincerely yours,

.f/'

DEBABRATA BISWAS,

Member of Parliament (Rajya Sabha),

General Secretary, Netaji Probe & Research Foundation,



'Subject: Meeting of a delegation with Prime Minister on 12.1.2000 at 4.30 p.m:
regarding probe into disappearance of Netaji. (Vs )

A delegation led by Shri Devbrata Biswas, MP and consisting of Shri Subrate-Bose,
nephew of Netaji, Dr. Chitra Ghosh, niece of Netaji, Shri Sudhanshu Das, Research
scholar, Shri V.P. Saini, Shri Jayant Roy, MP, Shri Subodh Markandeya, Research scholar
and Shri M.B. Kaushal of Netaji Probe Steering Committee met Prime
Minister at 4.30 p.m. on 12.1.2000. During the meeting the delegation members made the
following points:

a) They congratulated the Prime Minister for taking a bold step for setting up the
Commission to enquire into all circumstances leading to disappearance of Netaji.
While welcoming the setting up of the Commission, they suggested that the
Government of India should have widely publicised it in all local and national
newspapers.

b) The headquarters of the Commission has been fixed at Calcutta. Since this is a
national level Commission it should have been better if the Headquarters is in New
Delhi.

C) If some result is to be achieved, the Government of India should take more interest
as most of the documents are with Ministry of External Affairs, Ministry of Home
Affairs and in Archives. As some of the documents may also be with some foreign
countries such as UK, Russia, Japan etc., the Government of India, particularly
Ministry of External Affairs may take more active interest in getting these
documents. [It was suggested to the delegation that if the Commission orders for
getting documents then Government of India can take action.]

d) OSS of USA was the first to investigate the aeroplane crash. It may be worthwhile
to approach USA and get their assistance.

e) Since already more than 50 years have passed, there should be no difficulty in
declassification of the documents about the Netaji’s death.

i Government of India may check whether the name of Shri Subhash Chandra Bose is
in the list of war criminals. This work, of course, is separate from the work of Commission
for which the Government of India may take separate action.

3. Prime Minister suggested to the delegation that 23rd January is Netaji’s birthday.
They should take active interest in the celebrations.

4. The delegation members requested that there should be a message to the nation from
Prime Minister on 23rd Jaunary.

3 The delegation members said that they would be meeting the Minister of
Information of Broadcasting to impress upon him the need for the Doordarshan and AIR to
telecast some films/programmes on Netaji on 23rd January, 2000.

ok



© - TAJI PROBE & RESEARCH FOUNDATION
28, Gurudwara Rakab Ganj Road
New Dethi - 110 001
Phone : 3352273, Telefax : 3714131

Dated 27" January 2000
1o
Shrio Atal Bebarr Vajpayee,
Hon bhie Prime Minister of india,
New Delha,

Sub: Netayi Spbhas Chandrs Bose
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To LR
Sri. Atal Behari Vajpayee,
Prime Minister, Republic of India
Adarneeya Pradhan Mantriji,

[ am overjoyed to read the news that you plan to bring to India the
Sacred Ashes of our dear Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose from Japan. Netaji’s
Soul will finally rest in peace in his Motherland which he so dearly loved.

I am enclosing copies of a set of stamps he ordered printed (? 1944). He
was hoping to liberate India with the help of the Javans of the INA. The
stamps would have been issued if his plan had succeeded. The stamps were
discovered by the American army after Japan’s surrender and they were sold in
stamp shops in the USA. 1 was lucky to buy a set in 1972.

I hope the memorial to Netaji will have a photo display of his life. I will
be glad to donate the stamps to his memorial. Please write to me if my plan is
acceptable to you.

P.S.
You perhaps have seen Netaji birth centinary volume,
brought out by the government of West Bengal
in 1977. There is no reference to the AZAD-HIND
stamps in this volume.
ncerely Yours,

s My A—Y?ﬁw\ﬂ&/&
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Avad Ramachandra

F@g = 5— . 2000 SN Avad Ramachandra
o 8 Candlewood Way

¢ _‘: Shrewsbury, MA 01545-1728
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‘NETAIT’
SUBHASH CHANDRA BOSE
(Jan. 23, 1897 — Aug. 1945)

Bose organized and commanded the Indian National Army (INA) in
Burma during WWIL He hoped to liberate India from the British by
military action. He ordered printed a set of stamps that showed the chain
of foreign rule streached across India snapping and other subjects. The
stamps were discovered after his death in a plane crash in Formosa. The
set of 51x stamps with the title AZAD HIND (FREE INDIA) which
never saw circulation were sold to philathelists in the USA.

8y Avad Ramachandra
8 Candlewood Way
= Shrewsbury, MA 01545-1728
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