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About MeAbout Me

• Founder of WoFOSS (2010), PyLadies Taiwan 
(2013)

• Co-founder of WikiWomen Taiwan (2015)

• Executive board member of Wikimedia 
Taiwan Chapter

• Board member of Women in Digital Initiative

• Board member of Feminist Leadership and 
Mobilization on the Edge



The Gender Gap in STEMThe Gender Gap in STEM

(Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math)(Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math)



Women are far less in their numbersWomen are far less in their numbers

to the malesto the males

In Science and TechnologyIn Science and Technology



The Numbers: USThe Numbers: US

• Only 26% of 
professional 
computing 
occupations in the 
2019 U.S. workforce 
held by women.

Professional Computer Occupations in US

Male Female

Source: «By the Numbers» 2020, National Center for Women & IT

https://www.ncwit.org/sites/default/files/resources/ncwit_btn_07232020.pdf


The Numbers: USThe Numbers: US

• Only 21% of 2014 
Computer and 
Information Sciences 
bachelor’s degree 
recipients who were 
women.

CS Undergraduate Degree Recipients in US

Male Female

Source: «By the Numbers» 2020, National Center for Women & IT

https://www.ncwit.org/sites/default/files/resources/ncwit_btn_07232020.pdf


The Numbers: TaiwanThe Numbers: Taiwan

• The number of 
undergraduate 
students majored in 
CS:
– Male: 20,676 

(84.2%)
– Female: 3,870 

(15.8%)
20676

3870

Undergraduate Students in CS in Taiwan

Male Female

Source: 教育部 (2019) 大學校院前50大系所學生人數－按性別分

https://stats.moe.gov.tw/files/gender/106-11.xls


But there are manyBut there are many

intelligent female computer scientistsintelligent female computer scientists

in the human history!in the human history!



Ada LovalaceAda Lovalace
(1815-1852)(1815-1852)

• First programmer in 
the human history

Drawn by Alfred Edward Chalon, 1840

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Ada_Lovelace_portrait.jpg


Grace HopperGrace Hopper
(1906-1992)(1906-1992)

• Invented the first 
compiler

• Inventor of the 
COBOL 
programming 
language

Photo by James S. Davis

https://zh.wikipedia.org/zh-tw/File:Commodore_Grace_M._Hopper,_USN_(covered).jpg


And many, many more…And many, many more…



The Negative EffectsThe Negative Effects

of Gender Inequality in their Numbersof Gender Inequality in their Numbers
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Negative Effect of Gender Negative Effect of Gender 
Inequality in Their NumbersInequality in Their Numbers

• Directly resulting the gender inequality in 
computer science area

• Lack of women’s perspectives in product 
design

• Barriers to women with potential in computers 
to join this area
– Which, in turn, resulted less and less women in 

computer science area



Increasing women’s participationIncreasing women’s participation

is now a key issue in STEMis now a key issue in STEM

(Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math)(Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math)



I started to organize women’s communitiesI started to organize women’s communities

since 2010since 2010



2010/102010/10

WoFOSSWoFOSS 台灣女子自由軟體工作小組台灣女子自由軟體工作小組



2010/10/20 WoFOSS First Meet!2010/10/20 WoFOSS First Meet!



2014/4/10 WoFOSS+Bookshow+2014/4/10 WoFOSS+Bookshow+ 服貿百工圖服貿百工圖
科技與服貿之夜科技與服貿之夜



2015/3/26 WoFOSS×Wikimedia2015/3/26 WoFOSS×Wikimedia
A Room of WikiWomen’s OwnA Room of WikiWomen’s Own



And it’s been 10 years!And it’s been 10 years!



PyLadies TaiwanPyLadies Taiwan



2013/9/28 PyLadies Taiwan2013/9/28 PyLadies Taiwan
嘉儀：金融業菜鳥實習生的嘉儀：金融業菜鳥實習生的

python projectpython project 初體驗初體驗



A Room of WikiWomen’s OwnA Room of WikiWomen’s Own

薇姬的房間薇姬的房間



A Room of WikiWomen’s OwnA Room of WikiWomen’s Own

• A join force of WoFOSS and Wikimedia 
Taiwan Chapter

• Encouraging more women to join editing 
Wikipedia articles



2015/3/26 WikiWomen Taiwan2015/3/26 WikiWomen Taiwan



Difficulties and ChallengesDifficulties and Challenges



Difficulties and ChallengesDifficulties and Challenges

• Participation of Males:
– A women’s community that has more males than 

females?



Difficulties and ChallengesDifficulties and Challenges

• Questions from the community
– “Why bring the girls out when there are already so 

little number of girls?”



Difficulties and ChallengesDifficulties and Challenges

• Difficulty in the participation of women
– Care takers’ responsibilities to children and family 

affairs



The 4The 4thth Wave: Social Media in the New Era Wave: Social Media in the New Era



Since 2010,
social media becomes an essential dynamic

in the society.
Social media is now everywhere.

Image by Ibrahim.ID

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Socialmedia-pm.png


And it grows faster than 
anyone can catch up.

Image by wilgengebroed

https://www.flickr.com/photos/wilgengebroed/5514783718/


Since 2017,
the #MeToo hashtag has changed the shape
of gender movement forever

Image by Wolfmann

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:MeToo_hashtag_digital_text_on_RGB_screen_2017-12-09_version_25_(pattern).jpg


#MeToo#MeToo

• The former 
American firm 
producer Harvey 
Weinstein case 
(2017)

Photo by David Shankbone

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Harvey_Weinstein_2011_Shankbone.JPG


#MeToo#MeToo

• Larry Nassar, the 
former team doctor 
and professor in the 
USA Gymnastics sex 
abuse scandal (2016)

Source: Michigan Attorney General's office

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Larry_Nassar.jpg


#MeToo in Taiwan#MeToo in Taiwan

• The Liang Mei-
Tsung ( 梁梅宗 ) 
case (2018)

Source: Facebook 爆料公社



#MeToo#MeToo

• The former Fox 
News CEO Roger 
Ailes and the 
«Bombshell» ( 重磅
腥聞 ) movie (2019)

Copyright © Lionsgate

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Bombshell_poster.jpg


#MeToo in Japan#MeToo in Japan

• The freelance 
journalist Shiori Itō 
( 伊藤詩織 ) case 
against Noriyuki 
Yamaguchi ( 山口敬
之 ) (2017)

Source: 京都新聞 2019/12/18

https://www.kyoto-np.co.jp/articles/-/101768


The #FreeTheNipple Movement

Photo by C.Suthorn

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Brighton_2018_Free_The_Nipple_rally_166.jpg


#ILookLikeAnEngineer#ILookLikeAnEngineer

Source: ComputerWeekly.com 2015/8/14

https://www.computerweekly.com/photostory/4500251737/What-is-the-ILookLikeAnEngineer-campaign/1/The-advert-that-started-it-all-ILookLikeAnEngineer


#FreeTheFive#FreeTheFive

Source: FreeTheFive Tumblr

https://freethefive.tumblr.com/


Young feminists and feminist organizationsYoung feminists and feminist organizations

emerge from social mediaemerge from social media



FEMENFEMEN

Source: FEMEN

https://femen.org/a-pantheon-for-women/


……and Sherry Chih Hsuan Chou (and Sherry Chih Hsuan Chou ( 周芷萱周芷萱 ).).



We saw chances,We saw chances,

but we also saw challenges in this new era.but we also saw challenges in this new era.



Social Media ChallengesSocial Media Challenges

Source: 蘋果新聞網 2020/9/11

https://tw.appledaily.com/local/20200911/DZIFNUFEZVGWTD3MYE7KFTSVQQ/


Social Media ChallengesSocial Media Challenges

Source: 綜合網路媒體 2020/9/9



Social Media ChallengesSocial Media Challenges

Source: Charles Lifshitz FB 2020/8/30

https://www.facebook.com/cchuweitw/posts/3186859084755312


Social Media ChallengesSocial Media Challenges

Source: Twitter台灣網紅影片合成

https://twitter.com/kesxafkupdhrfhb


Social Media ChallengesSocial Media Challenges

Source: 呂秋遠FB 2020/9/8

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=4437059173002183&set=a.208945019146974


Social Media ChallengesSocial Media Challenges

Source: Dcard女孩板 2020/9/9

https://www.dcard.tw/f/girl/p/234380191


Social Media ChallengesSocial Media Challenges

Source: 自由新聞網 2020/9/19

https://news.ltn.com.tw/news/society/breakingnews/3295725


The above 7 events happen in the last 20 days.The above 7 events happen in the last 20 days.

The last one is today.The last one is today.



And, of courseAnd, of course
The NThe Nthth Room Case in 2018 Room Case in 2018

Source: Chosun Biz 2020/3/25

https://biz.chosun.com/site/data/html_dir/2020/03/25/2020032502384.html


Social Media ChallengesSocial Media Challenges

• Revenge porns
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Social Media ChallengesSocial Media Challenges

• Revenge porns

• Personal information leakage

• Gender-based bully

• AI (artificial intelligence)

• ???



We are standing on a new edge,We are standing on a new edge,

on a new wave that is yet to be defined.on a new wave that is yet to be defined.



New challenges emerge everyday.New challenges emerge everyday.

Are we ready to fight?Are we ready to fight?



Thank you for listeningThank you for listening
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