- . plane strut f_Ltt:Lnﬂ*s fron-both spars of this wing were found iabodded in
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TRAFSCONTINENTAL AND *ESTRRE AIR DC3 - BOEING A7SNL TRAINING PLANE .
. NEAR CHICAGO, ILL. - SEPTEMEER 26, 1945 L

An air collision between T™h's ?119 t A? en iwubte from Chlcaﬂor
Kansas City, and a privately-owmed Bocing. trainer on a local- fll?hf,;;
proximately 7 miles southwest of the: Chicago Manicipal Airport.on

September 26, 1945, resulted in destruciion of thi Focing and- ”ahaAg'
Jjuries to its pilot and passenger. Extensive damav“ to the DC3's.-»
wing was sustained in the collision but the alrcraft was-landed. at -
Chicago Municipal Alrport without further damage. and'WLthout 1n4n1“_;‘;
either occupant. : - ST

TWA's Flight 47 of Septemher 26, 1945, departed from Chicago for-
Kansas City at 1312 CWT# on a scaodalnd ¢argo run without passenberu.” ‘
It was given an instrument clearance to cruise at 4000 feet to KanSﬂs Gltr'
maintaining 2000 feet to Yorkville, Ixlineis.

The Boelng pilot, occupying the rear seati, had taken olf Wlth a-rh
_passenger from thc Ravenswbod, Tilirois, Airrort {abeout 10 miles north of-
the scene of the accident) at’ aporoximately . 1230.-. Aftrr tvo “raﬁtlce'1an -
ings he left the viecinity of the ai“port. L : = :

The COlllSlon of the two aircraft occurrcd about 1317 afier: g;
had reached its .2000-foot altitude (1360 =8t gbove the MW0-foof torral
and was procecding weshtorlv on the eirwsv to Kansas u;tv The: woﬂlng
was headed south. The upper rlgnt wing of - the Boeing wasrub”urov A byt
right wing of the airliner and the Zocing feil almost varticzlly to the:
ground. -Both occupants were killad, Apparently,nﬂither'att;mﬁt'dlto'_V["
Jump although both were emuivped vith parachutos. "DVSﬁ its extonsive.

‘damage to the leading edge of its risht wing the DC3 was-landed at the
‘Chicago Municipal Airport without furthsr damece and w1t“ouf dnjury to
either’.occupant. : : - g

Examination of the aircraft revealed that the right JD““P “1n¢'af”"'
the Roeing had disintegrated before impaet with the ground. The into r—

‘the leading edge of the DC3's right wing., Tho top of the Boeing
*and much of" the. fabrlc from the teop of thz upper rwvﬁf wing wiire g

38 All tlmc referrtd to herein is Central ™ar and is bascd on thlgééhéu?f




hat’ botly were in stralgnt 1evcl ﬂlght the 'alrlmﬁr h
nd the Boemg hq_admg south, They stated they could soec 4
1stinct-13r although tqere was a heze and the sky was overcact.:

- Gaptaln Smi th, ea‘ho was pllotlng from the 1= fi scat, stat\,d
after he. develed: off at. 2000 fect indicated a’lt:r.,tudg: g - he-bunod: -i‘hc:
to Joliet’ in antlcmpatlon of shortly going -on_instruments and that b
attention was divided ecually inside and outsidc the cockpit. ihcj

just crossed the southwest: leg of the Chica go range and were on & K
of 260° when the First Officer velled "Look outi" Tt
frmedidtely started a” 1eft turn - becanse: he felt l,hat any dantr "rvroj
comitig- from the First 0fficer's side on the" right.’ At ‘that” tmic Rs!
& glimpse of ‘tho other plane at the instant of impa ot.  First Offi'
stated that he ‘hag- been Looking at ground: obicets and thet when' He:
5aw the  other alr’crqft it was approachin~ -from his: rlg‘lt at a 459
v diving attitude, ' He said ho called out and as ‘the Captain’ Tift
right wing of the IC3 the. other plane passed boneath™it and he he
crash almost simultaneously. Both Smith and Reier stated that the =
“vas-hazy vith v:l.sn.ba.]lty 2. = 4 milzs, vanable and ‘that crround obja
were plainly Visibles “¥either uould esti mate the C\,llln“‘ al‘rfaonph ba
stated they were benoith it-at tho:!.r "t +1mo of 1300 f t abovg'_ft.'n
- ground (2000 feet indicatéd), - : Tl

; he n{eart:st weat:her rpnortmﬁ statibhi te" the seene of the a 2
- the- Bh:mago Municipal Alrcoru, 7 miled northoast: 'Kt “tha
Hig B:tlj;ng WES. unlmltbd‘,-i'hlg’z ‘overcast, thin scﬂt’scréd ¢ Touds
1200 foct, visibility 15 miles and: Mght smokey! “Tt 'is knowm tha
- amount oL stratus clouds inercascd fto the southwest and it was- oy
at the . sonne of the': a.t':cndent “Lhus- Pilot vision could mot hive 5
: impalred by fhe' sune Tt is cst f”kxth from all 1nfomatAon aval atie

"as 1500 tfo 2000 fo.,t :

S Thc wmd was frem the east-sowtheast Nthh would carr‘j smo
“thc. arge from nezrby industrial seek tions, “Btrotus clouds wero:
8% -the basc of & temps:rﬁtuz‘e iriversion. ' As smoka would tend to
in the-wppér portion.of the layer balow this Inversion it is highl
,--;pmbable that horizontal visibililry decrozscd with: 'slf’vatlonf

. 1o accurate cstimation of tho VIS_._}J:LJ_.;_ ty at 1300 feot eah bo oi
: must havc:bben consldcmblv 1css thar at :rround 10vul. o

COI‘"I.HS IOI\IS {LNB FI"“DIB:GS

Tlras &Cﬁldunt occu*rcd abmrf ’? m_,_l\,s sc*uthwma‘t of thc C‘-’n ago
- rpor‘t and within the 10-milc approach zone, - Civil Air Rc&e'— :
ire that in- such an. area cont—ﬂct ﬂ:,ght ne. conductcd ;J:, ,—no«. 1




From the renorted attltudn-of the two alrcr'-'ft shortly beforc the
collision and from the manner in which they came together, it is conclud
that the Boeing pilot saw the DC3 and started a d:Lv:Lng left turn in’ an %
- cffort to avoid it. As the two zireraft were on :Lntersectmg conrses
=’1th the Boeing to the right of the airliner, the trainimg planc. hed
right-of-wey according to Civil Air Regulations.. However, this Gid no;
relieve its pilot of his responsikbility to be alert to other traffic.-
Neither of the DC3 pilets was sufficiently alert to other traffic as
cvidenced by their testimony that the Captain was tuning the radio and -
the- FlI‘St Officer was watching ground obgects Just prior t.o the 00111510

Bascd on the e‘ndenco acquln.d during the. investi gatlon and hec.rmg
the Board finds that: . ,

1. Foth zircraft and all throo pilots were prdpé'r;f[ﬁ"-,cer'brificrét-ed

2. A haze p“evallad which rcduccd xqriiontdl #isibility-with'5 

- inercase, o? altlﬁudo.-

3. None. of _t.he : th-roé pilots 1'::&37 sufficiently alert. to othert.af

L. The two aireraft werc on intersed.ting coi_u"ses and: the Boelng,
© to’ the right of thec DCB, had right-of-way according to Civil Air
Ragulations. ' R o

5, Jugt before the collision the Boelng pllot uttumpted to av01d
the alrlm: b", altcrlnﬂ hls flight path downward apd to tho il{:ft '

6. Amost‘ r:tmultr:meous with the collision the DGB Dlloi- attcmpt
to avoid the cther plane by turning to the laft.
PROEABLE CAUSE
Upon the bas:_s o" the foregoznﬁ the Beard dnterm;mes tﬂ;'t thﬂ nroba
causc of this accident was lack of vigilance:on the part of the pilots of

both aireralt. Reduced horizomtal v1s"b1,'1" tv may ‘have bcﬁn ) contrlbutlng
- factor. , . .

BY THE CIVIL ASRCNADTICS BOARD;

. [8/ L. WELCH FOE: _ ' - -

© /s/ BARIIGE BRANGH

- /s/  OSWALD RYAN

/s 3o 1im




T, -,ics Board I‘OGGI‘VCd notlfi@@.tmn at’ 1330 a.'ﬂd ]
vestipn Clon WEE mltiated dmmedi ately by the Senior Air Safoty Inv
~in:charge of the: B(;Dt‘dis Chicago Office, in ‘secordance with

02 (a) (2) Qf the Civii Aeronautlcs Act ‘of 1938 as dmendedj

~In connectlon Wlth the 1nvqsr,1gatlon the ﬂoavd o*'dered Pub1 1c'
Hearlng which was. neld at Chi cago, I1linois, on Octobsr 5, 1945, The,
tief," Investlgatlon DlVlSlon Safoty Bur\eau of the Bourd, scrved a8
Tt‘s.uhng Off‘lcer and. other. memoc,rs of the S:Lf°ty Bureau staff pgrtﬂc

Transcontlncntél'c‘nd !65'13\.1‘1’1 Alr, Inc., a Delawaré corporation ¥t
adquarters in Kansas City, ¥Yissouri, held a certificate of convc;anim;_l
‘neeessity and en air carricr opera ting ‘certificdate, both issued
reudnt to the Civil keronautics Act of 1938, as amended, Both certif

a5 Were currx,ntlv e*‘fﬁctlvg, and authorized “thé carridp to transg;orh

u.sscngcrs mail end CXpress bdn;oen various points 1ncludinrr Ch:.!.cago
ansds- City.

Ilght Pc s 'onn'e 1 ot DC

] 5m1 th r..nd E‘trs'* Ofi“*_\,er Qoo . Relcr (-ompnscd the &
.‘VBe"th word' prowar'hr cer 1f:|.catcd for t"le fllght 1nv0

, : 4992 was 'nanfuf‘acturcﬁ by Dou
raft Cempany md w:as DUI‘Ch cd by LIA T rom the Army on Decumber'
“Was ‘poviared by tiws rag?m G‘»yclone G2024 engints gquinned ¥
Stondand propellers.  Total timc on the aircraft was sl*ghtli
8000 honrs and it wes currontiy certlflc:tted as airworthy. - A%:the
of depairture Tram GHI_C"E’,'O the' total weight was 22,771 l‘ws., e
‘ th:..t allos"able. S This 10 d *’ws distributed DrOptI’lV :

W

5171 (military dBSlgns..'tlﬂn PT-l’?), Was OWnHG
hé- Jeff "rson Park Flﬁ,rma club, In,,., znd was: reglster\,d in the na
st ‘ ':-Franz Se crct&w—;re surnr of tne Club Hanuﬂactured

Aray i Oet ober 1941 1+ was purchzssd b} ‘the’ Jefferson Park F.L‘*l.ng
frm thc -BDefense Plan oraoratlen An July*l?fﬁ nd was- curl:'c:ntl@r
a od-'as zirw cr“*'thy . This a2ireraft had beon "lown apprdm
Ty . i 'clud:ung 1}6'7 since thc da o G o




P:Llot of Boe:mg

' Frank Hod:,m, age 31, held 2 ”'r"'lV""tc cortificatc and had fiom
approle_m._tely 207 hours. e was a member of the Jef ferson Park k. Fl¥in
Club and was authorized to fly the Club's aircralt. " He carricd as
passenger Herman Albert, Weber who was not certificated as an —‘lI""lEn




