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Depoent SUGITA, Ka@uji.

m

Having first duly sworn an oath as on attached sheot

and in accordance with the procedurs followed in my

country I hereby depose as follows.,




Affidavit of SUGITA, Kazuji

I am SUGITA, Kazuji, by name, befn on 31 March 1504,

174 Kitazawa 2 Chome, Setagayaka,
preparatory course °f the Military

3tudying in the U.S. and Britain, I

Served various posts before the ourbreak of the Pacific war,

when I tecame a staf'f officer of the 25th Army undsr the

commancd of Genorel TAMASHIT. and kept the pos

2 New appointment ag a staff offic-p of the

Headqua=ters on 22 April 1942,

Chief of the
ce Staff %ill 1€ March 1942 and then the

British Aray for about a month after the ¢

Since the midc le of Marech 1942, till my transference

6o Tekyo I was the Chief of the Operation Staff.

2 e The instructicnsg i o d v

of the Army YAMASHIT.) at the

scvart
emphasized the forem. st principle cof

the native people. (n the fall of Singapore we wore made

to see tc it that an exemplary occupation work sh-uld be

carried ~ut with no }t.itch in taking over the city in cone

sideration of the

great repercussion of the fall of the city
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not only cver the scuthern native people but bo overy notion

in the werld, (His

instructions were burnecd up)e While

wo

Were acting upon the instruction, the General urred General

Percival +to Surrender eerly instead of poing on with the ir

resistance that involved

much btloodshed of townsfolks in

I think is in the

hands of the British Arr i was alsc made cn the

o0Cccasion ~f the interview be tween Ceneral Y.MA d1ITL and

General Perecival that the British nencombatants and womenfolk

would be prectected,

the attack on Singapore, tho Japanese Army

also sustained much loss (50

o 0f that throughecut the whole

Malayan Campaipn) and tension betwoan Britain and Japan was s o

intense after the fall of Singapore, prernoral sentiment of our

soldiers azainst Ch incse morchants KETCW worse as the Chinecse

obstructed our °peérations a preat deal as the operation

armed Chinese

the aim of disturbing

cemmissary liness and burning our

munitiﬁrls S W@llo
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In the end of December 1541, during the battle

And upon investigation

it was learned that this was done by Chinese merchants.,

Ce In the middle of January 1942, in the battls near

Guemasa (TN? ) and Scganot (TN?) as well as at the time of
tho enemy air raids on Kualas Rumpur, signal shells were
again shot up to show the way for enemy fire and planes,
which were later made clear also to have been the tricks
of Chinese merchants,

Also in the middle of January 1942, when the Jananeseo
Imperinl Guards Division was crossing rivecr, they nelped to
guide enomy planes on night raids.
de In the middle of January 1942, when the aforesaid

Division was fighting near Maracca and Batbahat (TH?),

Chinese meorchants aided enemy submarines lying off the coanst.

Thgy shelterecd, guldod and defended the sceret agents who
came from the sumbarines, making the enemy firs from the
Maracca Sga easy and advantageous,
e e At many places military commurication wires woreo cut
ups. All through the while tha commanding Goneral of the

Army did not make any change in the instruction given at the

start of war, but only put mecre stress on the strict punishment
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of those whose obstructions of our operations were beyond
d oubt.

And his sttitude was stern toward ill behavior of
Japanese officers and men. £in investigation made after
the termination of war disclecsod that the a2rmy commander
issued an order on 17 February 1942. This order was purely
an operational one with the aim of mopping up the Chinese
merchants of enemy character lurking in and around the city,
and intending to deal them a docisive blow.

As for me, I witnessed ne ither the actual mopping up
nor even a single corpse. 1 have heard that there was some
evidence that 5,000 Chinese werc killed but Japanese offlicers
told me that 5,000 was a much too large an estimate, 1 heard
later that the General Headquartecrs of the Javancsse Forces
in the Southern Regions thought tiizt the mopping up tactics
should not have been used and was not ordered by them.

Lte General MUTO, who came to the i‘outhern Area in the latter
part of March 1942, expressed his view that the mopping up
tattics should not have been used, ¢ lso,

I don't remember anything of my interview with Major
General Newbegin (TN) and Colonel Wilde on 22 February 1942
about which Golonel Wilde testified,

Immediately after the fall of Singapore confersences

and arrangements were so frequent in order to prevent mishaps,
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divergences, and misunderstandings btetween Japan and
Britain (in view of lack of experience of occupation works
on our side and language difficulty) that it was the latter
part of February before the occupati-n operatecd smoothly,.

In the island of Singaporc, the British Forces werec
allocated for interrment to Changi and Indian soldiers to
Nieson (TN) and other areas and there existed considorable
confusione, '

It was highly difficult task to concentrate tho
British soldiers stationed on separate islands, but efforts
were made to prevent accidents in cenformity with t he order
of the Commanding General of the Armye. The British Forces,
if my memory serves me right, carried foodstuffs in g ood
quantity for themselves, using their own automobiles (somsa 10),
trucks (some 50) and hizd ro-automobiles (some 10).

They were driving about 20 trucks a day to carry
foodstuffs by themselves from the wharf of Singapore, but
those trucks (except = few)ﬁwere, I heard, confiscated
about the middle of Marche

The ordinary‘townsfolk a8 well as womenfolk detained
in private houses in the northern part of Singapcre at the
beginning were taken toward the end of February to the

Changi Prison. At that time Japanese Forces were so pressed

in the preparations for the next cperation while British

YO9W's were quite at lecigure that some of the Japanese

soldiers asked, "Which is the winner?"

I remember, too, cof General YAMASIUITA's inspection

-

-U-




in the camps about the

beginning op middle of Marech 1942

»
when he shook hends with L. General Porcival who oxe-

pressed thanks to General YAMASHITA. Till the first part

of February op March 1942, +the great majority of the

Prisoners were e

o

and forth by

for the purnose of cleaning

» however, I cannot tell, for

“if®erent vost ang in addition I travelled

nf'fficial business.

Of the Heosnital Alexander incident, I got no

information a + that time., About 12 op 13 March,

on which Colone] Wilde test

ified that this cccurred, tho

front line was not advanced »

'S far as the said hospital,

ne BExhibit 476,

document consisting "Outline of the investigation on

inhumanities during the Malayan Campaign" ang other four

parts, except the part made of two leaves of Japancse paper

-

Copied frome Xcerpts of Diary of 18 Febru

arye These documents
were availed

£

of by the 4th Squad of Prisoners Investigation

“f -
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Committee. Among them, "the State of Punishment of Chinese
merchants at Singapore (23 October 1942 )" was written mainly
by mysclf at firste But as it proved insufficient further
study was made and it was revised as "Outline of the
ingestirgation on inhumanities during the Malayan Campaign

of 23 November written chiefly by myself, assisted by

Major HASHIZUME,

But a number of insertions and cancellations con the

documents were made by othar handse I drafted them and

nrescnted them , 28 noted on , first page, to the Central
Prisonors Invistigation Committee and tec the Prilsoners
Investigatioc:n Board. Whether these organs adopted them

or not I cannoct ascertain from the documents. I am not sure
of whose hands arec thnse notes such as "deleted"™ or "sco

attached pavpers®™ entered with poncil on the documents,

On this 24th day cf July, 1947

At DGfGnSG, IoIEE-T.F.EJ, ICHIG!&Y!L,

Tokxo.

DEPONENSs SUGITA, Kazuji (seal)

Noe 174 KITAZAWA NI-CHOME, SETAGLAYAS
Ward, Tokyo=City.

I, SUGITA, Kazuji, heredby certify that the above

statement was sworn by the Deponent, who affixed his
signature and seal thereto in the presence of this Witnoss.

On the same date
AT D'&fGnSG, | PP TcF#E., ICHIGLY“;

TOkEOQ

Witnesss (signod) KORETSUNE, Tasumi (soal)
-7-




OATH

In accordance with my conscience, I swear to tell

the whole truth withholding nothing and adding nothinge.

/s/ SUGITA, KazujT (seal)




