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Press Conference Given 9 November 1949, at Givil Information &
wducation Section, CHQ, SCLP
by
1T. COLONWEL B. DONALDSON,

chief, Forestry Divielon
Natural Rescurces Section

held in Helsinki, "inland,

The Third World Foresiry Cenzress,
essor of Soil

720 July 1949, was atended by Dr Saded Ogihare, Prof
Erosion, Tekyo Universiiy: Mr Herbvert D, Bruce, Head., Pr-ductis and He-

search Branch, Foreetiry Divieion, Natural Resources Secti~n, and myself.
The purpose of the meeting was Lo discuss and exchange information on
forest resources, technical advanccmenus, and research that had veeaq
accomplisked since the 1nst Congrese, bld in Pudspest in 1936. More

than 500 technical foresters from 41 countries attended.

The world is experiencing an acute shortaze of wool a8 a result ol

increased demands during World War II and of requirements for reconstruc-
tion in the postwar period. Indusirial regions and couniries are making

heavy uee of proceesed wood, both as lumber and as pulp. The shortvage
ig even moere difficult to meet because substantial forest areas are un-=

productive except for fuel. The dominant fact ebout the foresis of the

earth as a source of commodities ig that forestis are diztritutied un-
evenly in relation %o countr Most of the wood

{28, pcpulation, aund areus.
which is used industrially is scftwood; ihe distribution of tae sof twood
forests 18 more uneven than

tnat o2f forests as & whole. Furthermore, it
e6hould be noted that in most f.resti and peographic reglons traditional
destructive practices still pe: |

reist on a large scale. 'These desiructive
practices destroyed forests and wrecked agriculture in many Medi terranean
countries and in China and Indie.

Essential factors in the world foresiry aud forestry products

gituation include: ' |
tions require use of large quantities of

ﬂ

(1) Industrial ope=

(2) The majoT 8:.1ICES of euppiy for apftwoods are Canada,
United States, USOR, end Yorthern ETurcp-. raneda is the only nelb export-
er and 18 concerned about the exccesive exploiiation of its softwood

gtands. .

softwoods.

(3) Indigernous sof twood oupplie'

meet requirements.

‘ (4) The exiet
phasizes the need for the installatlon of sound fore

where.

ing'ehort éupply,*particularly cf softwoods, eri-
sty practices every-

world's forest situation is
tinuously much more
e nations re-

The most important fect about tho
is enough fertile forest land Lo produce COn
But thie goal can be recched only 1if ¢

tation with good forest managemente.

that there

~vood than at present.
place destructive explol
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The Forestry Congress in Finland was of particular significance to
Japan, & nation greatly dependent upon wood products. Finland and Japan
have & common interest in that they are the two moet highly forested
countriee in the temperate zone. However, Jepan's timber position is bad
and is rapidly deteriorating. Wood lmports formerly assisted Japen in
meeting requirements and limited overcutting. Currently, forest exploita~
tion ie two and one-half timee growtn. Accessitle forest timber 1e rapidly
disappeering. As a result of over-exploitation and improper forest manage-
ment, flood and slltation are impoveriehing agricultural lands and damag-
ing transportation, communications, and hydroelectric facilities at an in-
creasing rate. If the present rate of exploitation continues for the next
two decadee, the wood products industry, the second most valuable incdustiry
in Japan, will Ye forced to close down Lecause of lack of indigenous &
timber. Throughout the post-hostilities period attention has teen concen-
trated on emergency programs for reeonstruction end reestadblishment of the
Japanese economy. ©Ouccess has ean attained, in pari, oy drawing upon the
forests to an almost exhaustive dogroe. - R Y

Although the Japanese forest situation 1s serious, corrective action
can be taken before conditions become desperate. Jeapan mus{ provide immeds
jately for supervision and improvement of timber cuiting practices to in-
crease growth and maintain a prcotective forest cover on ite watereheds.

The end use of wood must be controlled so that nonessential consumption 1s
eliminated: needs must be evaluated carefully. Research should be directed
toward the mst efficient utilization of wood. OSubtetitutes for wood fuels
and softwood timbers cen te developed. Lignite roserves and broadleaved
species are not fully cor efficiently exploited. It is time that the Japan-
ese people put into effect long-range programs that will restore and again

make productive the forest areas.
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