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sSworn Statement of

le Q: Do you know the accused General HATA?

A: Yes, I have known him very well since December 1924 wher
was working on the General Staff and our relations
privately and officially have been very close,

2, Qs Did you know General HATA during the time he was War
Minister in the ABE &and the YONAI Cabinets?

A. Yes, I was Section Chief of the Military Service Bureau
in the War Ministry during that period. My duty was to
supervise the actions of military personnel snd so I
knew General HATA well and was very conversant with the
workings of the War Ministry.

3« Q. What, If you know, was the position of General HATA with
reference t o the proposed Tripartite Pact?

A. I know that General HATA wes very strongly opposed to it.
In fact, it was very well known in army circles that
HATA strongly opposed the proposed Tripartite Pact,

L (. Do you know whether or not the army agreed with General
HATA's position with reference to the Tripartite Pact?

A. 1 know that the army were in favor of the Tripartite
Pact and because of HATA's opposition to the Tripartite
Pact, IATA was so sirongly oprosed by those around him
theav his orders in the Yar Mlinist~y were not being obey«
In fact, at the time of his fell, Generzl HATA was War
Minister in nems only becsuse a2 successor hed already
been decided upon in arnmy circles,

2+ Q. How do you know that others in the War Ministry opposed
General HATA?

A« On the 1lith of February 1945, I met General ANAMI and at
thai time Le tcid mo that he regretted very much the part
he baa playad ip ooneaing Goneral EATA and in bringing
atout the vresigiz~icn of Gensral HATA as War Minister in
the YONALI Cabarst &na He alsy telld me the deteils of the
opposivion within the Wav Minissry agsinst General HATA.
Ganeral ANAMI had been Vice binister of War under General
HATA in the YCNAI Cabinev.
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Do you know if there were any other reasons why the army
Dgposed General HATA as strongly &s you say you know they
did?

Yes, there were severasl reasons, The hatred and dislike
Oof General HATA persisted from the day when he first
suppcrtied the re-adjustment plan of the army when

Gensral UGAKI wes War Minister and increased when he
became War Minister in the ABE Cabinet, which Cabinet
preceeded the YONAI Cabinet. Two incidents served to
heighten the hatred end dislike for HATA. The first was
that another man had been recommended by the Three
Chiefs' Council to be Wer Minister in the ABE Cabinset but
the Emperor ordered that HATA should become the War
Minister and the post was given to Ceneral HATA. A furthe
incident which served to aggravate the antipathy felt by
those in high army circles was the following: Ceneral
HATA was strongly opposad to the participation by army
officers in politics &arnd when he became Wsr Minister for
the first time, he addressed all the officers in the

Wer Ministry Building. The gist of the speech wes as
follows:

The present army is not trusted by the Emperor
and it is the first duty of the army to endeavor
to recover the Emperor's trust. In order to
achieve this objective, all military personnel
should absolutely cease eny participation in
politics and return to their regular duties of
soldiering.

Can you éive ény example of HATA's enforcing the order
of "no politics" by \ar Ministry officers while he was
Wer Minister?

Yes, in 1939 when General HATA learned thst a certain
colonel made a speech in Sendai attacking the United
States and England saying "Down with those countries",
he became indignant and ordered me to have that officer
brought back to Tokyo. When I had him brought beck to
Tokyo, General HATA reprimanded him and then trensferred
him to an outlying post as punishment.

While HATA was War Minister and you were & section chief
under him, do you know if General HATA took eny action
with reference to the China Incident?

Yes. In the fall of 1939 when HATA was War Minister in
the ABE Cabinet, I began, under instructions from
Géneral HATA, negotiations with Chiang-kai-Shek for a
peaceful settlement of the Chine Incident. HATAL told

me that he wanted to bring about peace with China by the
reduction and then the withdrawal of all Japanese troops
from China, HATA told me that because of the opposition
around him to his plen, we would have to work undercover
énd unoffiocially. General HATA gave me two points on
which to work. One was to arrange the dates and place
for the two messengers, one from HATA and one from
Chiang-kai-Shek, to meet, and the second was that the
basis of the peace treaty would be the evacuation of all
Japanese troops from China. HATA told me that while the
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negotiations were going on he would show his good faith
to the Chinese by reducing the Japenese troops in China
from 900,000 to between 500,000 and 600,000 when he made
the next budget es War Minister, end I know that in his
1940 huiges ke did reduce the number of Japanese troops
in Chiaa %o aupsoximately 600,000. However, there was
great o2rposition Irom within $he War Ministry and the
General' 33afll Lo auy withdrewal of Japanese troops from
China,. I{ was juaisted that Javanesse troops should be
permenently kept in ths henghal sand North China Areas,
HATA oppoced this. He stated that we must evacuate all
treops from Chiuna, He sunated that if we did not evacuate
Japanese trocds frem China there would be absclutely no
hope of concluding a peaca trcaty with Chieng-kai-Shek,
The necessary negntiasioans with Chiung-kali-thek were so
secret vhet at first the preliminery stevs had to be
carried cut with signal ccdas, It was very difficult to
convin:e the side of ‘hiang-kei-Shek that a sincere
attempt wes beling made to obring about peace, Gradually,
however, they were convinced aad came to believe that a
pecce treaty was possible esnd they started deciding on dates
and places for future meetings,

9. Q. Was a peace treety concluded?

A. No, after General HATA suddenly resigned his office, the
negotiations ended,

— e

. T —C———y
30, Q. Do you know whet General HATA's position WES wHithew..
“—-._reference to the Wang Ching Wel Government in China?

A. Yes, o know. I know that General HATA did not approve
of 1t et 2] because he hard been secretly carrying out
peace negoviavhins with the Chwigking Government and also
becauss nc¢ plennadto evarvate the whele of the Japanese
trocts Trom Chira. The npreparations end plans for the
estallicarenl of tha WanI~airg Wel Government had
alreacy t“een deeidad wpo as e n&tionel policy during
the Jirs® KONOYE Cainn:t aud crly ¢ Tormalities of 1ts
esvablisumest beok olaza waring the YD Cabinet. General
HATA Qa4 no conusctioas with the establis of the
Wang Ching Wei Coverumsnt.
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11, Q. After General HATA became Commander of the Japanese
- Forees Ia Oninf wnilo you were still a Buresu chief in
/ the Wex !Mizistry, do you know of eny statements mede or
/ any acvione teken by Ceneral HATA with reference to the
N Pacifio Vier?

A Yes., In September 1941, when General HATA was commander
in China end when relations be''ween America and Japan
'\\ - were steadily doetarioreting, (cneral HATA cent his Chief
N ©of Stelf, 1%. Censrcal UMNI[ROGYU, to Tokyo to see me and tell
me that he, HAT4, wialed to withdraw all Jepsnese troops
from Chira in order to aveid a wer with America. HATA
asked me to help push this plan of his in the War Ministry.
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12. Q. Then what happened?

A. General USHTROGU $0ld me HATA had instructed him to go
tC the Wep MiGlister, the Navy Minister, the Chief of the
Gensral giard ang Lhe Pripe Minister ang give the same
iessaze o each o Taen,

A« After Ggneral USHIROGU had seen them, he came ang told me
the answerg he réceivaed from each of these men, before
he left for Ghinps 8ga8in, to report to General HATA,

14 Q. At any t ime while General HATA wasg War Minister ang while i
YOU were a section chief under him in the War.Miniatry,

did the question Of the use of Chinese prisoners in cosl
mines in Japan come up?

A. Yes. In the 8pring of 1940, it was Proposed to use
Chinese prisoners in the co0al mines Of Japan. General

HATA opposed it énd as s resylt of his opposition the plai
did not go into effect,

L35~ Qs A% any later period while you were Still & member of t he
War Ministry asg @ section chief, did the question of use

16, Q. Do you know if Chinese Prisoners were ever used in the
coal mines in Japan?

On this 25th day of September 1947
At Tokyo

/8/ TANAKA, Ryukichi (seal)
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OATH , ;
In accordance with my conscience I swear to tell the whole

truch without holding nothing anad adding nothing.

/s/ TANAKA, Ryukichi (seal) 18
On this 25th day of September 1947 3

] At TOky 0’ . g .
| ‘I C":
? ! I, KANZAKI, Masayoshi, hereby certify that the above ';

statement wes sworn to by Deponent who affixed his signature and ;i

seal thereto in the presence of the Witness. 55
| | On the same date :f
ﬁ | At the seame place. ié
- B WITNESS: FKANZAKI, Masayoshi (seal) -
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