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I am VX 14824 Licut. Roderick Graham ¥ells, 6 Div. Signals., I beceame a
prisoner of war et pore on 15 February 1942. On 8 July 1942 I embarked
with Col. Walsh as parwdf *Bv Force. I thon moved by ship to Sandakan,
arriving at Sandaken on 1F July 1942,

W ¥y 9o .9 .8 - ¥

At Sandeken you went to 8 mile Cemp?---Yes, after onc evening. We spent that
evening at an R.C, llissicnary House. Vo discmbarked about six o'clock in the
evening and slept the evening at that R.C. Misaionary House, Ve moved off the
next morning. I was at Sandekan Caxp until 2l July 1943, just over a year.

. ® 8.0 & % @ .

Approximately how many mon Vore st +that camp?---The Force of which I was a
member consisted of about 1,490 men, Before I lelt the camp strength had

_ inecreased to about 2,500. That includnt the 500 English who arrived early in

1943 and 500 A,I.F. known £8 "I" Foraoc 7he errived from Singapore in April.

puring your 12 months there how meay deaths ncourred ?2--=Abcut 32 or 33.

what from?<-~Malnutrition and dysentery. Ta.? includes beri beri, pelagra and
things like that,

were you in a position to compare the rations your men were getting with the
rations the Japanese soliiers vwere getting?---Yyes, as of ficer-in-charge of the
wood party, I used to eat my meals with the guards I was working under, Aafter
{s®uing meals to my own men, I used to eat mine with the guasrds. They had
{nfinitely more. The rice was of a better guality and they had more of it.
The cocking for the Japanecse was much better. Ve had to improvise to cook
our own food., Ve had only one small cock house for 1500 men, with the result
that the first rice far the morning meal was cocked about 12 otclock at night,

and the cooks kept turning it out right through the night, with the result that

it was not very fresh in the morning. The Jgpanese got fish, vegetables, and
numerous other delicacies which vere denied fto us.

shet was the accommodation like?--~The English built wooden huts for the pur-
pose of putting native prisoners there and the wire enclosed in area made for
about 250 natives, The huts vhich the English erected were of weathgrboards
and they were used for the accommodation of the officers. The Japanese built
attap huts for the accommodation of the other ranks, The officers lived 30
officers to a hut, The hmts were divided into three cubicles, Each cubiocls
would be about 15' x 20' and accommodated 10 officers. The men were put 45 to
50 in a hut. The huts were originally divided into three cubicles, a little
amaller than ours, but later on the partitions were rumoved.

were the guarters clean or vermin infested 7=-~Absolutely alive with bugs and a
number of lice. You could catch up to 100 a night without any trouble.

were you given anything by the Japanese to deal with them?---Nothing at all,
we managed to get some oil once or twice, but that was only through our oWn
efforts. As you know, it is rather difficult to get these insects out of a

' what was the water supply?---The water supply wes put in by the Bnglish

Administration before the outbresk of war to supply water for about 250 to

N ....,:
N £rroleata , Dotecrceatr 054 (8]
" RODERICK GRAHAM WELLS. |
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R.G. wells. (Cont.)

300 men, It was Deirg callzd upon %o supply water 10T 1500 men under Japanese
administration. The result vas shat the water was very limited and was not
drinkable unless it was b»oiled. water was rationed always and if it had not
been for the maintcnance of the equipment indirectly under my control, the
supply would have been pretty hopeless.

pid the Japanese supply Yyou with any tools?--~lone whatever. The engineers wir
the Force brought a limitid number witn them and 4he natives who were working
with some of our men on *the malntcnance of' supply and electrical installations
also hrought out equipment. [ have o instances ¢of natives bringing out
their own wrenches and hammers to help our men keep the water and electrical

services in order.

vhat about clothing?---NC nlsching a8 issued VY tae japonese until I left.

° L ? L] \ -y

pid the Japanese give you muca in “he way oi madical supplies?---As far as I
know, nothing, but I amr not surc, They Tay have issued a limited guantity of
QUininﬁ-

1s there any other doctor who was thers and who could give evidence about that
---Capt. Hynes, a Victorian,was there at the time.

A eivilian?---The senior medical officer of PRritish North Borneo, Dr. D.Pe
Taylors. He 1s a Sydney University men, Ha vas not interned with the
remainder of the civilians, but was rut on parole in his hospital and through
the efforts of our Espionage system vas supplied with weekly bulletins.
communication was established and he sent in Ly %“he various subterfuges which
I arranged on the wood party a small supply of 14 and B preparations, vitamin
Rl tablets, iodine and other surgical supplies.

They were brought in surreptitiously by yo*.:?-;-Yea.

At the request of Col. sheppard and IRjor Raygon?--=Not exactly at their
requests They asked if we could help them.

1f they could have octained %thcse drugs in any other way, it would not have
been necessary to bring them in serreptitiously?--~Yo. They were desperately
needed anc that was the only avenue thrcugn vhich we could get them in.

OUR: Did *the Japanese supply any wmedicai stor2s®--«I do not think
so, To the best of my kruwledge, thoy did not.

BY IT. COL., STEPHENS: Did the Japunese do0 anything about hygiene for you?--=
Nothing whatever. Through our own efforis drains wers put in, pathways made
and holes dug for ablution,refusc and 80 0N

what work were your men employed on?---The onject of moving the. Force over
there was to construct a big aerodrome for the Japanese Army.

were Australian prisoners of war employed on pbuilding that aerodrome?---Yes,
almost entirely Australien prisoners of war, 1 saw them working on it and I
worked on it myself,

Menual labour?---Yes, manual lubour, and in the early period locking after men

working on the aerodrome. [




|
|
|
|
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F.G. Wells (cont.)

BY HIS HONOUR; ®hot were the hours?---The hours wers ahou* from &,30 until
5 o'clock, with aboul an hour for lunch; aud often a suall rest of about 10
minutes once in the morning and once in tne afternoon, That depended, once
again, on the individuals concerned. The harshness was not uniform over the
12 months,

BY LT, COL. STEPHENS: Were the sick allowed the same rations as fit people?
-==Not by the enemy, but when possible any additional rations issued for the
men who worked were equally dividea within the area, but in order to prevent
that from happening, Hoshi jimi ordered that those men who were working on
the aerodrome were to cook and eat thoir mid-dey meal, and later on the mid-
day and evening meals, at the aerodrcme befcre they proceeded home in order
that the extra rationa issued should b¢ consumed by them and not given to the
hospital patients wvho were on, 1 should scy, litile over half the normal
worker's ration, :

] » 3 L] ] 2 e

pid you write any letiters while there?---7 wrole one card in December or
Januery 1543, which never reached my wife. “

pDid you receive any letters at allg---None at all,

pid you have to salute all Japanese?---We had to salute all ranks.

At that stage I suppose men had their own clothing?---A large number had
almost nothing, and others had quite a bit, I had two shirts and two pairs
of shorts, extremely badly worn but nevertheless wearable,

Did the men working on -the asrodrome have boots?««~=No, In the beginning
they all had them, but after the first wet season, in November 1942, the
excessive water and mud, which was more or less a quegmire all the way out,
abasolutely rotted the boots off the men, and no replacements were issued.

A small amount of yak hide, I believe, was issued to the Nips to held in re-
soling footwear being used by tle men., A lurge number were working in
wooden clogs with leather straps over them, They were made by themselves.

Were any working bare footed?-~--Yes, cuite a large number; in fact, towards
the end of my stay I should say 257 or 30% of the men were bare footed.

¥hat was the method of erforcement of discipline by Japanese against
prisoners of war?---Corporal punishment tf'or individual offences, but for
anything which involved everyone, a decrease in rations, closing of the can=
teen, and other reprisals at the will of the commander.,

what did the corporal punishment consist of ?---Face slapping, kicking with
boots and hitting with sticks. Almost every guard on the aerodrome carried a
wooden stick about 4 ft. 6 ins. long and about one to 1% inches in diameter
which was used only for that reason,

Was that beating frequent?--~Yes.

A daily occurrence?-=--Yes; quite,




| R.G, Wells (cont,)
\
; Did you see any severe beatings?---Yes,

Of vhom «nd by vhom?---I geve an outline yesterday of probably the severest
beating of the lot meted out to a man by the name of Darlington,

BY LT, COL, STEPHENS; Did you see the beating yourself?---No, but I saw the
man afterwards and observed the results., '

What were his particulars?---NX 19325 pPrivate Darlington, J, of the 2/18
Mttalion-

When did that beating take place?---on the 19th February 1943,

| what was Derlington's condition when you =2aw him?-~-fe had hoth his arms broken
as far as I know, he was unconscious ani blzeding from the head, face, arms and
legs, Naturally, he was unable {to valk,

]' : Was he put into the cage?---Yes. T saw him in the cuge. He was tied up in
! the cage vhen I saw him,

BY HIS HONOUR: what was this cage?--~A wooden cage about 5 ft, by 4 ft,

| built up about 2 ft. 6 inches from the ground with wooden reils around it and
a small atap roof, '

| Was Darlington put in the cage while unconscious?--«Yes,

BY LT. COL, STEFHENS: Did Darlington survive?---Yes.

How long were men kept in the coge as a rule?---Up to a week or more; a week
that I know of.

%)How long was Darlington in the cage?---Only about 2/ hours, At the end of

mooR)that time he was arrested by the military police and we never saw him again
until I was arrested by them later on,

BY LT. COL. STEPHENS; mWas that cage used often?---I would say it was used

frequently. During the 12 months it was used about 12 or 1l times I suppose;
I would not be quite sure of that nwaber.

How many men vwere in it at once?---At ono period there were fomr@or five; at
least four,

Do you know of any other cases of severc beating; did you see that of Sergeant !

Major Asgood?---He was with me on the wood party and was struck across the ear
with the result that his right ear drum was broken,

What other kind of punishment did they impose; standing to attention?~-~Yes,
for offences on individuals men were fraquently stood in front of the guard
room for periods of up to 24 hours; strictly to attention.

BY HIS HONOUR: You have seen them standing to attention for 24 hourg?--~Yes,
your Honour,

'
i 1
1

That is a long period, is it not2---It is. !
i 1
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BY LT. COL. STEPHENS: Have you seen taem standing there at night?7---Yes. I
was operating a wireless seb for the rurpose of getting news to our own men,
and T frequently walked be€k in the early hours of the morning to my own roam,
and on & number cf cccasions at one or tio o'clock in the morning I had seen
men standing up there. '

mere there guards sta.ding over them wabching them?---~Not directly. They were
gtood up in front of the guard room in which the guards off duty rested, which
meant they were under their direct observation all the time,

; were complaints about the cege and other matters mude to Japanese officers?
---Yea.

Did you make any yourself ?---Yue, ,

To vhom?=--] made direct comvlaints *c¢ Hoshljind frequently on the work
required of the men, and the low ratvions they vere receivin,, the question of
footwear, and the issue of clothing,.

pid you discuss with Hoshijimi the Converntions and the rules of varfe--Yes, I
discussed with him the Internationul Convention and its application to us,

what was his reply?---That he was not interested in international law, that we ,
vere members of the Imperial Jupanese Army and would be treated and punished
in accordance with Japanese military laws,

vho else made complaints to him; did Mhjor Fleming?---Colonel Walsh and |
Colonel sheppard, S.lM.0., made frequent complaints, I have forgotten samething, |
Your Honour - a flogging of a Iieutenant Duy of the 2/26 Battalion of Queenslan:
T do not knov his number, He was assisting me in the administration of the
wood party in October 1942. He was ordered to work, although he and I were ’
supposed to be looking after the men on the work party. I asked him to refuse.

I also refused, and he, being the closer to the pguard, was severely hit with a

stick of wood, Colonel Walsh complained direct to Hoshi jimi about that.

.« @ a . » @» » L

were complaints made to Colonel Suga?--~Yes, Colonel Suga visited Sandakan abo
three or four times during the 12 montns I waa there and on every occasion

| complaints were made to him about rations, living conditions, compliance with
N international law, and the question of officers working, to which he always
| replied, *It is my orderr®,

® & @& & & w @

‘ Tell His Honour what you know about the deaths of Signalmen McKenzie and
Rarvey.---0n the 8th May 1943 Sergeant iy ellace escaped with Signalmen

f McKenzie and Harvey, of Signals 8 aust, Div. McKenzie and Harvey were seen

by a tree on about the llth May 1943 by Japcnege guards and were shot on sight,

That was reported to you?---It was reported to me as an Intelligence Officer
by Lt. Pascoe Pearce, who died in July of this year. His unit is the 4th
Anti-tank Regiment R.A.A. Reysl At Arhllery e
(.{l:;‘nﬁ o };thl‘l) J
BY HIS HONOUR: Were they killed ?~== ey vas shot outright on the first shot, |
but it took about three or four shots to kill l'cKenzie,

e ¢ * + 9 9 = » .
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R.G. Wells (cont.)
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BY LT. COL., STEPHENS: Were men senteirced to irprisonment for escaping?---~Yes,

BY HIS HONCUR: Welleca did not come back ne 2 ¥,0.%,7--=-No, he got back to
Australia through our Es,iocnage organization.

BY LT, COL. STEPHENS: Is it correct thut 13 men escaped und were arrested
after their escape?---Thet is correct. Thcy uere sentenced to various terms
of imprisonmeut,; up to six years.

» ] L ] J - 3 . n

You saw all those men afterwards at Oulrarn. Focd Gool serving their sentences?--
Yes, except Hurrington, ~

were they all tried on Bornco?---At Xuching.

L » -

Will you tell the Coamnission the story of your arrest, together with Matthews,
and your trial?--=MNatthevs was arrssted on 22 July 1943, I was arrested on 2
July 1943, and Lieut. Weynton was arrested on 29 July 1943. I was taken to
Sandakan Military Police Headquarters, where I was interrogated.

In what way?---Matthews was confined with me in a c¢ell under the house of the

police station for cbout 24 hours, when he was removed to a room in the house

in which prisoners verc under observetion for 24 hours a day with a light over
them all night,

¥ere you in that room?---Iater on, after spending 3 weeks in solitary confine-
ment in the cell underneath vhere one vas also under continual observution to
ensure that no communication, writing or anything of that nature took place,
The rations for the three¢ months we were there, I should suy, consisted of
zbout 5 oz. of rice per day, issued in tvo meuls., Iach meal consisted of
about half a cup or thres quarters of a small cup of rice and a small piece of
rock salt, such as is used for enimals in justralia, or a dried fish head. It
would be a small fish head, The volume of eoither the rock salt or the fish
head would not exceed half a cubic inch, Wwushing was permitted only at the
discretion of the guard. Meals were cuten with the hands. No toilet paper
wvag issued. No clothing or bedding :/as issued, other thun a pair of white
shorts which I vore for the three weeks I was there. No footwear was permitted

You were for the first period in solitary ccafine.ent ?--~For the first three
weeks,

Fere you interrogated during those thrée weeks?---Ves, frequently, The methods
of extracting or attempting to extract in!ormation were corporal punishment and
torture which consisted of flogging with a whip,

Were you flogged with a whip?---Yes, cnd struck with a wooden sword. I was
beaten up twice or three times with a wooden svord. An improvised rack
machine was also used., I was handcuffed and roped to a rafter, while the legs
were stretched out on the end of another raf'ter, with a piece of rafter dbout
L» sguare and about 6' long placed across the heels, Thile the other length of
wood between the knees was stretched, one interrogating officer stood oh either
end of the rafter over the knees and exerted continuous pressure and & see-saw
movement .
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R.Z. Tells (cont,)

You suffered that yourself ?---The effect was to stretch your arms or legs and
cluwost breaek the ankle bones, by making you kneel with the fore part of your
foot on the ground, with the rafter across the ankles on each edge., It pulled
all the flesh cway from the ankle.

BY HIS HONOUR: Was it painful?---Yes, very painful, I survived it for only
twvo minutes and then I went unconscious, T was awakened about a gquarter of an
hour later, by having a gluss of water thrown over my head, when the interro-
gation was resumed.

And the torture?---Yes, but not that method. It consisted of being struck with
a wooden stick, and o small hammer which was frequently used, as they explained.
to revive one's memory. They wvould hit on the one place on the head continuall:
with the amall hammer,

was that severe?---Yes,
as it painful ?---Very painful,

BY LT. COL., STEPHENS; Did you suffer any permancnt injury from that beating?
-=-=Y68, I have permanently lost the hearing in one ear through having the
middle ear broken as & result of being hit with the rafter of wood across the
head.

BY HIS HONOUR: Vho administered that punishmont?---The Kempei N.C.0S.

BY LT, COL, STEPHENS: Did you suffer the rice torture?---Yes, On 16 August
1943 I was made to consume a quantity of row rice. They then administered a
hose into my throat and filled the cavity with rater. The result of that was
that after about four hours the rice, «s it absorbed the water, swelled and
stretched the stomach muscles to an extraordnary degree.

BY HIS HONOUR: Did you feel sick?---This is incidental; I had not had =
motion for 26 days after I had besn arrosted, mminly because of nervous re-
action, the light rations and %“he floggings, ifter the administration of this
rice I tried for about three hours to bring iv up sgain, After that time I
was successful in bringing up quite a bat of the soaked raw rice, the
remainder of which went through the otier way and pulled quite a large amount
of my bowel out through the anus, I had to vork that in with my own hands, I
asked for medical attention, but vas ignored. After about a week I managed to
work it all back, It has not had any effect on me since.

BY 1T, COL., STEPHENS: You were there for about three months?~-=-Yes, until
25 Octobar 1943. On that date I was traus-shipped with Matthews and a number
of others, including Dr. Teylor, to Xuching, %e arrived there on 2 November
1943 and were admitted to the Fuching gaol.

* & & © & ¢ & 9

BY HIS HONOUR: You were compslled ‘o sit that way?---Yes. All prisoners in
the hande of the military police, while they were not being interrogated, were
compelled to sit up with crossed legs from 7.30 in the morniag until 10,30 at
night.

BY 1T, COL. STEPHENS: Did you suffor that yourself ?---Yes.
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R.,G, Wells {cont,)

For hov long?---Three months there, five months at Ruching and about 143 months
at Qutranm Road .

At OQutram Rocd you had to sit up in that nanner?---Yes, when 'e tvere not
working, tnd then et night when we hod completed work and had come home we had
to sit up like that until 10 o’zloclk.

were you alloved to lie down when you went to sleep?---Yes, provided that you
slept in c certain way, cnd all the wey through there was a lizht over you at
night to ensure th.t you did not talk to anyone, canverse or make signs or
shisper to anyone.

Yere you burnt with cigarettes?---Yes, on the elbovs. Thut was durihg the
interrogation at sSandakan in August, September and October 1943,

You vere then transferred to Ruching, "hat were the conditions like on that
journey?---te were handeuffed for almost all the tine, and, if we were not, we
were roped to the deck, It was o small S.3. coastal ship used by the British
around Malcya., The rations were ubout the saue as at the [dlitary Police
Station, ¥e were exposed to the water, vaves und so forth coming over the
railings. We were tied on deck for the whole journey, The journey lasted
rom 25 October until 2 November, e hud Do cover during that journey day or
nignt,

. @ ] . L] e & =

mere you interrogated at Ruching ?~--Yes, at spasmodic intervals during the five
months avaiting trial, No torture was indulged in by the Kempei during that
interrogation., We were being questioned on the statements which had already
been written out by the Military Police at sSandakan, Punishments, however, wer
inflicted for the least irregularities by the §.S. troops wio vwere guarding us,

After five months you vere tried?---Yes, Ue were tried on 29 February 1944,

™o was the President of thst Court Martial?---Iicut.Gen, Baba, I do not know
the names of the other members of the court. but I could recognise them, They
were a Mijor, an in%terrogating offica- » 8 Injor and a Captain, prosecuting
officers, a ¥,0.II, Court Clerk and aa Tiglish-Japunese interpreter.

BY HIS HONOUR:; Were you given a defending officer?---No.
vere you given a statement of the charge ?---No,

Have you ever been informed of the charge?---No, We were merely questioned on
the statements mode and informed thaet a sentence would be passed on us after tr
court had considered the evidence., within helf an hour everyone, with the
exception of Matthews, myself', and three other ranks, everyone was sentenced,
Matthews and I were left in suspense for 48 hours cnd informed during that 48
hours by the Kempei that we vere avaiting death sentence. On the norning of

< March 194, Matthewa, myself and three 0.Rs. were merched into the court and
the sentences were possed.

BY HIS HONOUR: Did you admit guili?--~lNo, ¥e had to admit a few minor things.
because of the evidence given by the natives, but the statement written by the
Military Polics was in most instances a deliberate misinterpretation of facts,

- — S ——
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R.G. Vells (cont.)

BY 1T, COL. STEPHENS: Those stotenents vere teken down by the police in
MdM?"'YBB.

They were written stotements?---Yes, written in the first person.
wpritten in Japanese chorecters?- -=JE3,
pid you sign them?---T@ hed to.

pid you know vhat was in them when you signed them?---From the questioning
vhich had gone on, we reclised the gist of them, but they were not actually
read over to us,

were they translated to you safore you signad them?---NO.
BY HIS HONOUR: You do not know what ihe chnarge was?--=No,

You do not know vhether you were guilty or Lot Pe==NOs

BY LT. COL. STEPHENS: Those statcnents which vere taken dovn at Sandakan and
-ritten out in Japanese characters were subsequently produced to the Court,
Lt. Gen mba?---Yeﬂa

were you asked guestions about them?--~-Yes. I will give you an instance of
what happened. Having the a1l knowledge of the language, I could understand
some of the things that were being said, I was asked the question in English
by the interpreter. I said, "No, that is not so." I heard him reply to the
court President in Japanese, 7IYes, that is so'.

o » T - [ ] s & ©

BY HIS HONOUR: Wwas Matthews tried with you?~-~YeB.
were you there throughont his trial?---Yes.
pid he know what he was charged with?---NO.

pid he ask for the charge?--=1€8a [

pid he ask for defending counsel?=-~~-Y28a
was he refused both?---~T23,

He was sentenced to death?---i€s,

vou heard the sentencef=--~i€3.

who pronounced it ?--=-Li. Géle Baba,.

BY LT, COL. STRPHENS. Yho was the interpreter?--~1 do not know his aame but I |
could recognise him again,

BY KIS HONOUR: Did he misrepresenv anything Matthew said?---I do not know. !
T did not have a sufficiently wideé knowledge of the language at that time, If

he did not misinterpret whet I said, it wasobvions that they ignored any denial *.11_1
of facts thet we made. They Jjust glossed over them and went to the next questi ‘
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R.G. wells {cont.)

our denials were not taken into consideration., Te were merely tried on the
evidence which had been written oyt by the lMilitary Police, irrespective of
whether you denied the lot or not.

[ L] L i L | ] ‘8 L]

Mmtthews was sentenced to death; do you know if that sentence was carried out
and if so how and when?--~To the best of my belief it was carried out at

approsimately 1100 hours on the 2nd March 1944 .

BY HIS HONOUR: How long after the corviction?---About an hour after the
sentence was pronounced, Your Honour.

w mb& ?""‘Yﬁﬂ .

BY LT. COL., STEPHENS: When did you lasv see Captain Matthews?---About 10
minutes before he was executed., T was with him right through the trial up to
| that time,

BY HIS HONOUR:; V‘hat was the form of the execution?---As far as ] know, he was
'. shot, Your Honour. As I left the Court a firing squad of about eight was
W&itiﬂg for him.

pid you hear any shooting?---Yes, in the distance on my way down to the gaol.

| was it a single volley?---It was very difficult to say. I was either one or
two miles away,

| It was in the direction of the Court?---In the direction of an R.C. Cathedral
about 100 yards from the Court. I believe he was executed behind the Cathedra.

That is where you heard the shots caming fram?=--Yes,

v would there be any occasion for any other shooting there?---Yesg, Eight
natives were executed aleo on that morning in connection with the organisation
and the trials, three of whom were Purasians.,

. pid you see that or hear about it?---They were sentenced befare we were sen-
tenced, and they informed us they were sentenced to be shot and, on informatio:
from the Japanese only, they were executed by the sword ebpout a quarter or
half an hour before Mitthews was executed.

vou were sentenced to death, were you?---No, I was sentenced to 12 years penél
servitude with hard labour,

| BY ', COL. STEPHENS: How much longer did you spend at RKuching before you
L) went to Outram Road gaol, Singapore?---We left on the evening of the 8th March,
which would be six deys efter we were tried,

Y HIS HONOUR: Have you covered evemything you mentioned in the questionnaire”
vou have not told us anything about Keating, haye youfw--No, Your Homour.

|

] w#hat do you ¥now about him?---¥eating diad at Xuching Gaol after app;:oximatelt

| nine months of severe illness which the Japanese made practically no efforts w
| rectify, and pr. Taylor, principal medical officer in British North Borneo, Wi
"L was with him up to the time of his death, states that his death was due entirsl J

to negligence .and beatings imposgd upep him by the Japanese.

i
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