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M UeSeSe SAN | JACINTO . 10/m3b
CVL}O/A16-3 c/o Flset PObt Office, —
Serial: 006 nan.Franc¢uco, Cﬂliiﬁlnza' ) 'f,,
<0 Jal llv-z,:['y‘ 194) i ~

FIRST ENDORSEMENT to: _ t'

8 Secret Ltr, N LA
VF-'1+5/A.16- 3/A9, Ser: (004) of ! *
19 January 1945, | PC
From: Commanding Offlicer, ) 'S SC
TC': Comuiander iﬂ Chief. U.S » Fla‘:ﬁt. " . ¥
via: (1) Commander Task Group TI ';%'."Y-“_:,.;;IGHT POINT TIR o

(2) Commander Task Force THIN Y-LIGHT.
(3) Commander Third Flec t.
(4) Commander in Chief. U.8., Pacific Fleet.

Subject: Alrcraft iAction Reports: 12 January through 16 January 19.45.

) Forwarded,

MICHAEL H. KERNODLE .
DISTRIBUTION OF ENCLOSURLES:

CominCh (1) Advance Copy.

LinCPac (3) Advance Copies. K) ¢
JICPOA (1) Copy direct. S e T
ComAirPac (1) Copy direct.
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UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET
In Reply AlIR woRCE
Refer To: FIGHTING SQUADRUP FORTY-FIVE
¢/o Fleet Post Office

gl?&ls:/ 516.3/‘9 Qan Francisco, California
{o0s)

19 Jamaury 1745

Frons Cemmending Officor, Fighting Squadren POUIT FiVe,
(Comender, "OVL Aty Greup PONTY FIVE)
To Commander=-in<Chief, V.04 laet,

Via ¢ slg Comsanding Officer, UsSeS. SAN JACINTO,
2) Cemmander Task Uroup T Hxﬁq 1;,1?&,. POIIT THIRE,
3) Commander Task Feree TUIRIYe IGIT,
L) Commander "hiyd EZF'“*M‘@.
§) Commundar-ind hief, U8, Faeific Fleet,

Subjeets Adyeraft Action Fo erta; 12 Jamsry taeugh 16
Jiﬁm&ﬁg 1945

(a) ConlnCh Jerial 7152 of 20 uemm- 19434
(b) Pscific Fleet Confidential Letter 1CL-L5 of
Jﬂmﬁr}fp ‘quyﬁ.

Lnelamres (i) Comments by Commander CV L Adr Greup 78T FiVig
(i1) YFP=45 iirerafls ! etion Revert ACA-1, e, 16, “ated
12 Jamanry 1945,
(C) VF-4A5 Alreralft jetion Rerart /Ci-l, Hae 17, dated
12 Jamanyy 1945
("“t) %‘rg"‘z&ﬁ' fklmaﬂ Mtion ilﬁ“ﬁrt ST | 3 Tiex ° 15 3 e ted
- 15 Jamuary 195
(2) YF-45 Alvervaft Action Repert iLA-1, He, 19, dated
15 J-ﬁmflf"ir}' 11M-5.
() VP48 Lireralt iction Kerert ALA-~1, Nae Aly dated
- 16 Jamuary 1945,
(1) VP45 Adroralt Actiem Pepert Ci-1, fHe, 21, Aated
16 Jamaary 1945,

(A) %’ __ In accerdance wit: references (a) an’ (b), enelesures
hrough (G) sre ferwarded here ith,

Ge Lo SUHINTER

(1} AOvanee cony
Ci!ﬂm (}n ‘*‘"?'!*nm Cepies

!: Ill :, 1) k -ﬂwr ‘.iir

Cond 'rhe act
k. t. r . e s | “ 'R: -~

USS HAN JACINIO o m




Vi wﬂ"% lag - 20 { L hours }

VI - Bhet down in vieinity of Jcipen, yremmsbly after huving o om At
Yy Ahgs Tire, Filety, vnalgn vior lemires Dorrk 38 ) ’ mwwm,
Pk L Tﬁi ilohnrad ?‘t g Hu B 1«!“ arelos Ya, 053 ‘51 68) pnd? O |

- S ™
Bward Ko, Allille (erviee ‘a, 700 22 04)e

y (VP tyve)
fﬁi JH E“!ﬂ "

ey ahi-oring Jamnoed - 1 A0 ldmeor Able - J 47%) bally & &rﬂf.;v:.:s.ff# ! ablape
By V¥ ny G rociets and strafing, Toshden Horbers

1 T8 - “"mf“‘m‘! by 2 recket hits, Care %, Jeoques

3 somead and beached hy *_"?' wooiet hita and

atrafing, Cioe 8. J8O *!mﬂ.

et yaed, Vennal 1Aav "’g Ppenes  Inde« hine

by 2 X 1000 Ih, bombs, "_—2,\ « 0 Poat fron starybeard

¥
5 P

i 1 4K » {1500 dom o meay tharlis - JRIT) recketed
and gtwaled, dead in vater - Hel ‘aw Serber,
Hainon i3 :113’3111 ¢
1 AK = Alroady thaming, atrafed % ‘“ dne new Tire,
of"f Lame ”"m*ﬁﬂ’ :w""*"'ﬂf'h mﬂc Tk iy
80" fael lugpers, singltan Herlbx g.-:r-f, Hainng, by

‘I'
e R ’: Fy
v .\:‘.-Ja / .

¥ e, ", W“*"‘"ﬁ A o P 1.8
_i.;.‘ia'mjfng T Y ] {M)
tated 19 Jommry, 1945




Civamngny W#m - degtreyedt 1 A 7ominaiely 7056 of 04l storave tanks and
By Instaliationgy tank foras of Shell M) Ce,,

Mw‘é’&mm&. any? mec..’

fha e liver, French im-ﬁhim \Targeta Ne'a,
93, 171, 123, Adr Objeetive Folder £542)

1 Dry Jock contrel building, Teshiem Haval Base,
Parmosn by 1 X 1000 1b, bemb

1 Dry dock sheps, Teshien Navel iase, Fermesa,
by 1 & 1000 b, beub,

A ta DIary W"‘M 5 MWB 8% Alpfield ¥ !ﬂimn Iﬁ.

1 Ammaition hump fired, Kiumgshan irfield,
Halwen laland,

Envengy shio ing Jdamageds 1 500 1he Go'p bonh 14t an Fox Haler anchered
By V1 - in algen Viver off wharf syea st southerm
)| m 133), G.a. bamh +1t on Fex ihle ANCHered
in ‘aigen River aff whorf sres at soarthern
anl of clty,
1 500 1hy Ligh, and anether near m'ass on o twe
gteck 0 anchered 1n Techien harbor,

fnomy Xeund tarpetas & 500 The Vel hmb hite on il sterare tinks
Dopmaged ty V1 at all on? Htandard - Vaouam eil de ets en
Nha e hiverg 4 miles south of Gaipen, Fewr
arpe iren started, Cenfirmed by rhete,
L 1Y with 500 1be Ge/'e on main cuay ot Takae.
1 d4iv with 500 1be G, Py om 80)l whay? at
saril oune

Uges again with ne onemy oir eppesition oncountered the faree of all strikes
by V¥ and VT nlanes of the alr group was sxyended in ceardineted atiicks against
enetly shirning, wer ships, airerafft en the yreumd, 24 shere an? shirbeard
anti-aireraft resitions,

As we progress despar inte emeny territery, military installations of all
kinds become inereasingly mere heavily defende? lw anti-sireraft fire, ANT
in twrn calls for the highest degree of decrdinatien between fighters,; bombers
and terpede nlanes in making si=ullanesus atiacks on omemy AL pesitiens,
merchant and warships and sirerai™t field inetallations,

In view of the basicn’ ly sound need fer getting strike groupe ever the
target srea as intact as vessible, 1t would wet appeer that the rwaetice of

rendesveusing deck leads frem various cmavriers en tep of cleud eever 10,000
foot thick 12 at all conducive to schieving the rarrese of exveditieously
despatohing well integrated strikes apainst the ememy,




In one instance a strike lesder ov ‘ared s rendezveus of twe carrier Jeck
1asads en tep of an ~vercast whieh was n enlid elend mags for 10,000 feet,
1anes frem this group started up throush the cloud cover by ‘iviglong from

1000 Peet altitude om s set crurse and s eed, but by the tine they had hroken
into the clear at 11,000 feet, the Aiviglons were so © idely se arated th %
they ware not agaln sble to pet tapetiher, an'! sone Myigiens woare Hrouken ap
gnte twe lane sectione or smaller undds which 434 net sg-in get jJeined up
until they rejeimed in rreviemsly deasignated ren’ezvous “rea noar the target,
L join w with the other carrier garoup wes never affected, fueh needless
time was ngted in attesting te ealleert 4Lhe geatteres’ Mleck = Had =¥ *he
elouds, sspeeislly vhem 1t i3 conald swodd that the entire gtrike could have
succesafilly receeded mest cxreditl susly teo the tarpet area unier the cover
of the cloud laver and gaimed altitude Inter whem wos her conditiens

L similar incident sccurred the very next day on anether strike, this

time eausing a censiderable Jelay in the deperture o the atrike for the
tarset ad undsubtedly contrilutsd tc ha lese o7 several ter ede anes in
the group because e lsck of fuele Morther rocoymting « t1s ineldent
wonld he nerely recetition of wha” Nus 80 aady bheon sald,

TCLOSRE (A) te

VF.4% seeret 1lir,, {lle
& 1‘?}-3,; Al s sarial ? { M)

dated 17 Jamuary, 1945




RESTRICTED

BONAV-16-V-#537 *
(Reclassify when

AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT

sy Foffn ACA-]
| *'f et 1 of 5 . g filled eut) P
|. GENERAL .

(b) Based on or at _Uallede SAN JACINTO (¢) Report No.m'l m

Time (LzT) 0800 (X}  (Zone); Lat. 12® 2% | 1200 278

(a) Unit Reporting W-iS

(d) Take off: Date &

(e) Mission S%e ~____(f) Time ot Return. ml’ (Zone)
I1. OWN AIRCRAFT 0FF|C|ALLY COVERED BY THIS REPORT _ b
NUMBER
TYPE SOUADRON BOMBS AND TORPEDOES UZE SETTING
A Eﬂ?@?ﬁﬁ A e CARRIED (PER PLANE) e il
(a) (b) (c) (d) (e) (f) (g)

8

2

Pory

Ib.. ﬁ.?. berrhe

""" 4 - W -";*‘.'.; * |

W 1 ‘t \P e *u

i uf 17 mah, S‘ ﬁ.ﬁa
|1I. OTHER U. S. OR ALLIED AIRCRAFT EMPLOYED IN THIS OPERATION. _
N | NUMBER ~ BASE T_\LPE | SQUADRON |  NUMBER _ ~ BASE
1 & ?’ - e et g B
i L__MMMM ..... A - i Tty S U S
= V. ENEMY AIRCRAFI_QBSERVE_D_QE_EH_GAGED (By Own Alrcraft Llsted in |l Only s -
T(\,?FIE I{\ltg NO. ENGAGING FIME LOCATON OF BOMBS, TORPEDOES CARRIED: CAMOUFLAGE AND
(OBSERVED | OWN A/C | ENCOUNTERED | ENCOUNTFR | ~ GUNS OBSERVED - MARK ING
T  ea e il ~ (ZONE)
s ca B o Tl ~ (ZONE) )
= Sl - (ZONE) |

2

(h) Apparent Enemy Mission(s)

Did Any Part of
Encounter(s) Occur in ClOUdS?TﬁHFTm"H so, Describe Clouds

Time of Day and Brilliance

—

(BASE IH FEET. TYPE AND TENTHS OF COVER)

(k) Visibility_ &

| (1)

(j) of Sun or Moon —— y
(NIGHT, BRIGHT MOON:; DAY, OVERCAST; ETC.) (MILES)
R V____E_N_EM_Y AlRCRAFT DESTROYED OR DAMAGED _I_I\LAIR (By Og._rn__Aurcraft Llsted in _U_iny) S __
(a) (b) DESTROYED OR DAMAGED BY: (c) (d)
TYPE —— — bl scano it ) ST SNRRIPUITEL Ul s e p s T SR SRR DAMAGE
ENEMY A/C TYPE A/C SQUADRON P\LOT OR GUNNER GUNS USED WHERE HIT, ANGLE (CLAIMED

ALLSET — MFD. BY THE EGRY REGISTER CO., PATENTED




ofKAV-16-v-3£537

X. COMPARATIVE PERFORMANCE, OWN AND ENEMY AIRCRAFT (use check list at left).

SPEED, CLIMB,
at various altitudes

TURNS

DIVES
CEILINGS
RANGE
PROTECTION
ARMAMENT

ALLSET — MFD. BY THE EGRY REGISTER CO., PATENTED

%o comtatl +ith cnemy cirbeyne atreraft

AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT Reclasify wher
Sheet 2 of 5 ’ » filled aut) s
« 7 ' |
, ki O @ ccron v V48
Vi. LOSS OR DAMAGE, COMBAT OR OPERATIONAL, OF OWN AIRCRAFT (of those listed in Il only). m"’l m
(c) (d) (e)
TYPE (();;N A/C SQUEE:RON WPEC&'}J&E OEYBEEDEEEEAIA&NQL CCAUSE s‘.‘g’l?l-EsESIirljg:Tia’:ﬂ?LeE}u(it:TiLnﬁr??{i (Give Bﬁﬁlgyger%ﬁ nLucr)nSgerooﬁ‘ [E?aAr:vgsASgsrtroyedJ
R R e S T S
2 a = = s
3 il
4 e -
5 3 -
6 ______
7 =
8 .
9 - s e
10 B -
11
12 B —
13 B
14 B s
Vil. PERSONNEL CASUALTIES (in aircraft listed in |l only; identify with planes listed in VI by Nos. at left).
(a) (b) (c) (d) (e)
NO. | SQUADRON NAME, RANK OR RATING CAUSE CONDITION OR STATUS
Hene - N i R
VilIl. RANGE, FUEL, AND AMMUNITION DATA FOR PLANES RETURNING e e |
(a) (b) (c) (d) (e) (f) (g) TOTAL AMMUNIT ON EXPENDED 1 (h)
TYPE MILES MILES AV. HOURS AV. FUEL AV. FUEL NO. OF PLANES
A/C OUT RETURN IN AIR LOADED CONSUMED 30 50 20MM MM “RETURNING -
IX. ENEMY ANTI-AIRCRAFT ENCOUNTERED (Check one block on each line).
CALIBER NONE MEAGER | I MOBERI‘FEW—_ I_N_TENSE -
HEAVY — Time-fused shells, 75mm and over ) - p 4 ) L& e
MEDIUM — Impact-fused shells, 20mm-50mm N R
LIGHT — Machine gun bullets, 6.5mm-13.2mm p 4 _ 5 i




i

AV AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT pesTRcTED

» > filled oyt)

m . (OMIT THIS SHEET IF NO ATTACK WAS MADE) . VP45
ReporT NAEA«1 #16

XI. ATT&&K ONQIEEY'SIIES 05& OUND OB‘ESP&S (gho\w Alrcraﬂ' L# &Il Inly)
(a) Targe‘r( and Location(s)X (FOR SHIPS INCLDE' * ATTACK) Me mrgit 4 ( A

(¢) Clouds Over Target QMM 12 10the
(e) Visibility__ 8 = 10

IN FEET. TYPE AND TENTHS OF COVER)
(d) Visibility of Target ‘?Mwm mew‘i WE i A
(f) Bombing Tactics: Type Fap U2 Bomb Sight Used Sk 8

(LEVEL GL . DE OR DIVE)

ariable frem

, | 2
Bombs Dropped per Run p | Spacing- = __ Altitude of Bomb Release # 2000 te 3000
' (NUMBER) {(FEET) (FEET)
(g) Number of Enemy Aircraft Hit on Ground: Destroyed = Probably Destroyed & Damaged =
._.“) . _ o = (1 i (m) N (n)
(h) SURENCIONS or  LU1NO: A/C ATTACRING BOMBS AND AMMUNITION NO HITSOn | DAMAGE (None, slight,

- AIMING POIi\iT TONNAGE (k) SQUADRON EXPENDED. EACH AIMING POINT Aiming Point serious, destroyed or sunk)
2

3 2 - YFdS

4

p)

6 2 X 1000 1be GoPey 3

~neh alaed apidships &l
7
8

(0) RESULTS: (For all hits claimed on ship targets ar nd for land targets of special interest, draw diagram, top or side view or both, as appropriate, showing type and location
of hits. For all targets give location and effect of hits, and identify by numbers above Use additional sheets if necessary).

oL #2 IR DIAGRAM #3

of CL attached, \_/
_Photographs of Damage, WhenTaken, Should Be Attached By Staple.

(p) Were Photograpnhs Taken?’-

ALLSET — MFD, BY THE EGRY REGIST ER CO., PATENTED










GENAY. 16-V-3£537
otm ACA-1
gr' Sheet 4 of 5

-

» ~

AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT (Reclassify when

filled owt)

. , VP45
REPORT No — fiGlw3 #16

XIl. TACTICAL AND OPERATIONAL DATA. (Narrative and comment. Describe action fully and comment freely,

ENGAGEMENT WITH ENEMY

OWN AIRCRAFT

Disposition

Altitudes

Speeds

Approach Tactics

Use of Cover, Deception

Angles of Attack and
Their Effectiveness

Distance of Opening Fire

Defense Tactics and
Their Effectiveness

ENEMY AIRCRAFT

Method of Locating, Distance
Disposition

Altitudes

Speeds

Approach Tactics

Use of Cover, Deception
Angles of Attack

Distance of Opening Fire
Defensive Tactics

COMMENTS AND
RECOMMENDATIONS

Own Weaknesses
Enemy Weaknesses
Offensive Tactics, Own

5 " Enemy
Defensive Tactics Own

5 ", Enemy
Flexible Gunnery, Own
Escort 1actics
Fighter Direction
Use of Radar
Night Fighting
Reéognition, Aircraft

ATTACK
OWN TACTICS
Method of Locating Target
Approach to Tarqget
Altitudes, Speeds
Approach
Dive
Pull-QOut
Dive Angle
Strafing
Retirement
Defensive Tactics
Use of Jamming

DEFENSE, ENEMY

Evasive Tactics, Ships
Concealment
Searchlights

Night Fighter Tactics
Use of Jamming

COMMENTS AND
RECOMMENDATIONS

Bombing Tactics
Torpedo Tactics
Effectiveness of
Bombs, Torpedoes
Selection of Targets
Fuzing
Strafing Tactics
Detensive Tactics
Use of Radar
Reconnaissance
Photography
Briefing

OPERATIONAL
Navigation

Homing

Rendezvous
Recognition, Ships
Communications
Flight Operations
Search and Tracking
Base Ogerations
Maintenance

#

following applicable items in check list at left. Use additional sheets if necessary.)
t 0800 (1), 12 Jemw off frem the
thelr nission being

Cape ammiting erders to otiack,

B
hits saddships on the ™D (see
mmmem-b.
more recket hdt: om the DD, astern

' ‘arral liver, starbeard side noxt te e

anky &7 reximntely 6 nlles U8 of th: eity of Salpen, The nr:;:nri i
a peared %o be about 507 fert long, 5C fect wide an’ had o agingle
stack set falrly clese to the relstively lorgey ' lbwy YWridpe,
deck o1e0e vag urecormizable heemuse It wes covered with swmings, The

(roup Commandor in a 70% Jive fyrem fast to

m-ammu-u-mnw,
feot frem the starbesrd beemy, /s wirgmen nade

L]
=
L i
FE

ALLSET — MFD BY THE EGRY REGISTER CO., PATENTED
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YOPNAV-16-V- #53!
Form ACA-]
Sheet 5 of 5 .

ARMAMENT

Guns, Gunsights
Turrets
Ammunition
Bombs, Torpedoes

Bomb Sights
Bomb Releases

COMMUNICATIONS
Radio, Radar
Homing Devices

Visual Signals
Codes, Ciphers

RECOGNITION
|FF
Signals
Battle Lights
Procedures

PROTECTION

Armor:

of Fire Needing Further
PrOTE‘k fion
Leak Proofing

EMERGENCY EQUIPMENT
Parachutes
Life Belts, Life Rafts
Safety Belts
Emergency Kits
Rations, First Aid

NAVIGATIONAL EQUIPMENT

Compasses
Driftsights
Octants
Automatic Pilots
Charts

Field Lighting

INSTRUMENTS
Flight
Power Plant

OXYGEN SYSTEM

CAMOUFLAGE AND
DECEPTION DEVICES

STRUCTURE
Airframe
Control Surfaces
Control System
Dive Flaps

Landing Gear

1eating System

Flight Characteristics
At Various Loadings

POWER PLANT
Engines
Engine Ac
Propellers
Lubricating System
Starters
Exhaust Dampers

HYDRAULIC SYSTEM

ELECTRICAL SYSTEM

Auxiliary Plant
Lights

FUEL SYSTEM
FLIGHT CLOTHING
MAINTENANCE
BASE FACILITIES

Plane Servicing Equipment
Personnel Facilities

CESSories

Points and Angles

REPORT PREPARED BY::

SIGNATURE

Se W

Ay eemimmont ond armement “unctiened

FTAUCHE, 3w,y aee: B

Acxum-

RESTRICTED

AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT

XIIl. MATERIAL DATA. (Comment freely on performance or suitability following check list at left..

REPORT

Use additional sheets if necessary).

1s e (1) m.s blew off the
tuhe, which rovged it to ereep fornrd on o barre:

me_i,m%ubzmmw-nﬂu

starbeoyd =i rammummm.uw
mMWMth in werking
erder upsn reLone ﬁmmfmmmme
ilat errer or ‘efective rechkets,

APPROVED BY:

— ———

(Reclassify when

filled®
Yres

1.1 MATE

SIGNATUR RANKIﬁ iJTY
Ge E. .if'!ﬁl:m, cm.,
llLﬁ'ET MFD. BY THE EGRY th: TER CO., F"Ti!i[
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