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Sub jechts Jmpqneue Navy Alr Force

ENA,

.. 20Urce:
Lt Cdr UTSUNCMIY. Michio, S Stard Offic§r 15.&1r Plfcf wigﬁa?th ol
highly intelllgent and very co—ope?atlyeu fany of his Latcgenuiﬂ
have been checked and his reliability is assessed as good. Source
i 3 ~ N OO
was interrogated at the Japonese ILilalson Offlce in le*lﬂs Colle go.

o - ™ -y P ~ a‘ _r:‘l. _["1 ':1 "r'
In aprearance not lmposing, source aported a goat tlu113 Lt tle
Kt ¢ iﬂ =% e -i- o P : Wal=
beard which emphasised the smallnegs of his ui“Jtﬂ1“¥ and  the guaintness

of hie walks

1932 Joined MNaval Cadet School
36 Midshipman "YUWATE" (old cruiser)
37 Lsctg Sub Lt "KIROSHIMAM (battle crulser)
‘ X NUZUKIY (destroyer) ‘
oct 37 Tralning at KASUMIG.URA ..:":»..‘i:c“* 861‘10*')1 g Flost plopne Prliok
‘ for an eight months! cours _
a8 AL YVOROSUKL JLxr-Group (hCKukﬁl) studying reconnalssance
for four months
?romofed Sub L
PAasHTOARAY (Bruiser)
ADY DY TEHEE;HL KOKUTT

Jun 40 "HAGUIROY (cru¢saf)
Nov 40 "Myoxo"! (cruiser)

Dec 40 Promoted LT -

flar 41 Chief Flylng Oirficer i GUROM |

M C y '

Mar 42 Attached ir)ZHE Special Base Force and proceseded Irom
NASERO B0 Lhe i&Ddﬂ;hL

Aug 42 Beturned “i..:; SASEBO owing to 1llness
Sep 42  Appointed to YOKOBULKA nli Technical Depot
b

Aug 43 Chief FlJlnT'OLfLGbT on TKONGO"™ (bat tlchnlw)
3(-9 45 H l NT\L.& CL.L] O” (1 &l ow l._ -LUSh_LI))

Dec 43 " " i *";1u.u0” (crulcer)

Feb 44 " : 3 - RoHoKL T (orulaer)

Mar 44 Attached to 1 Alry Pleet = oallbaN

May 44 Promoted LT Cdr |

Jun 44 Appointed Stafi Ccfficer 36 KOKUSENTAI - RABAUL

sug 44 Appointed Air Staff Officer 1 Southern Ixpeditionary I Fleet

Joerl 45 Jolned 185 Aoy FlBet

.

Ds o4& Spoaclal pose Pores
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source did not arrive in the ANDAMANS L¢1l sarly Jul. 42, There ware
attached to l2 Special gnunflmm.-i J.ITRs whose duties were antl-

submarine patrols to the Rast of the Islandn Two or three alrcralt
were sent out on patrol each day. Differont areas were covered on
gath Tlicht up to & disvange pf SUL mlled.

U

Recce flights were never flown to the West of the ANDAMANS. For
signals for air-ground communication a freguency fixed by the

Combined Fleet (RENGOXKANTAI) was used. Source was second in conmand
f this small air unit but he had to return to JiPiN after a few

vecks in the ANDANANS owing to 1l1llness,

Le 1 Southern ._“l:;e;d‘lt:l_onr....r*U Flcet

ey« i i . il s e ol . O e

The duty of 1 SEF was mainly the protection of convoys within the
Southern Area. Attached to 1 SEF were 11, le, 13 & 930 Alr (Grouns

£0. uss;bw IED - .
Sec. 3(E) and S(D
Ao 120 "
By, E2/7T. NARS, Ogte ‘H“'*'ﬂl’
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Thesc were responsible for trailning and convoy protection. 1l :
Alr Greoywos IM%pon81n1b for Ilﬁhtcr creinings 12 Aly Group fop |
carrier attack alrcreft and cqrr¢<r;borne'bdmb r training, 13 A¥y Group - BB
for-lmnd paded attack aircroft training and 936 Alr @ oup.fmr CONVOY ;
protcction. Tho area covdred by 1 SHEF was SUMLTRL, MLTAYA, the ;
.LJ.J*:rl)....J. _1.11 IS B.l’ld I‘TI\J B:L RS [ BU ‘EI iil ill’ld. _IT_;‘IG 111) t() L‘Lnd LnClu(l I 1}_‘”" 1-!_‘3_ lIOI & -P'I Ot
there northwards convoy protection was the recsponsibility of the
Y, 15 d’

CHIIL. Fleet. JiuVA, BORNEO and the CELEBES werc the rﬁﬂﬁonaihility of ?
._‘1.1 T3 L4 T Ve q t].‘ "')-:-:r T ['DP ["nTi" A d 141 TP T ! ..,-,t i
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T“- maln bases used by 936 Lir Croup for convoy protcction were i
RLIOTAR (HQ ) PENLIG, ST CON (C LAI). Subsidiary bases were KOT. 5.
"”;j.-.i'l*"i?', PRI o NG OT-‘L'I v POLNT S PORT BT..S.-..i CAMRANIL, KINON, ILABULN |
S B 1..’..0 and NLNCOWERY . Source utaLuu it o 90 Il PouD masnt have used
TJ- I' .aboutbt onee or twlee during that period. LUNMEY was lavesr. olfton
uhcd b“ g%5b Llr Grovp. From Dec 44 -to Mar 4§ 9Da6 Alr Ur : ;
L B8 fi Fleebt, ond -nobt undey 18R, I Mdr 458950 come uhder tho
cormand of 13 Alr Floot (LOKULLNT.LI). Tho oranc Surface Hsd

Wis not illiﬁ:p@ﬂitiOﬂ.tf)JJWﬂUu grders to 1 BERy Iv only aad airwcﬂ'
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control of units in the Scuthoern Area whoen 936 Lir CGroup came und
W : - - «“q wade A TS T ‘e W0k I, R - et e [E A PR (N N e o
1. Bacort Fleet, sg 1 Eacort Flesth vas responsioly Tto. the Grand Surisco
scort Fleot. Ilowey tho trand Surfoce LDecort Flcel dic s suo
JL,."" B8 @ by B LGEL . O’\..h‘;.‘\' LJT ) L 1% k_.f'.i. uhl:‘}.(.l. L_:ILJ..I’ o (-..-k.; I = GO 1 i e B Sl o S TR, T e £ o R SREL®
Lan.wlut 011 mLﬂLITVliﬂPthcﬁitmf coranT'D“oierﬁ;Aﬂﬂ'but ey Werc neb- 1n
) r .
o position to issuc orders unon the subicct. Deboils ol convoy
- L o o
Drobetvion were nomally lelt to YO0 40T THOUDs
Flwing Boats
---t-ll-u-ql--.ﬂ-w.-nﬁn—-
Flying bofts were never usod by 9466 Ailr Group &8 the “}p”PeEE‘IHVPGTF
uged them ageinst submarines Fliying boate were congidered useful for
long distvante patrols. No un¢ts in the Soutihcrn quLon had =
cgtablighment for flying boats but a number came into the area on

temporary dutles.

Army=-Navy co-opcrotilion

[ . 1----!-&-—'- o -l'l--—wl.-“ e T e =g & M ekt e - i——— ol e i A v

ource stated that the Naval Aly Force did not normally ask for help
Irom Lrmy undtes unlsss Lhore wore apsolutely fo quML airncrsft
Y,

nilabkles In North BORNEO and North SUHKTEL there were no Naval

alreralt and the Navy had to ask & Alr nrmv'ftr=:LL“*”“it 1oy eonvoy
protectlion in t hosc areas. Convoy protection, however, rcmained ihc
S vcn.1I11n1 SC arcas. RES

responsibility of L..J ....JHZJ.:E1 Floet \pOTTUI{,Z.T“l”l)

:'r‘lii:‘;‘-t ( KOXTUK. J'L-I) ntroLllad these alreralt threugh ‘HQ & Alr Army

i -ﬂ\) In aﬁaltlon to the above domands hod to be made on various
)

o’

u‘

oceasions for flghtéer covolr Lor convoyﬂa source statod tu LD Thne E
demands werc effected specdily as he himself paid visits, vhon nccessarsy
o :

™~ n

G
the Chilel Operations Staff Officor & Aly Armmy.

e e e g = el H—ﬁ-‘
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2.5 NG was not usced s o basc by 936 KOKUT.I becausc it was dangerous
owing to hcavy swclls.,

11 Spccial Basc Forcc (S..ICON)

bbb b - =T o e e

riginelly a nunber of aircraft had boen sbttached to 11 SBF to help in
Convoy protuct¢0n our 1sa £@r tnuy WeYre W1thdr'wn in ordcr to simplify
control. Slmllquy all alr units 1ln accordance with requests by signal
from Neval Staff in thc areca werc placed under 13 Alr Flect.

1 - | =
|-..“'|'-:'-!:"-'+-. H“' .

"SHAIESPLLRE" Incident

T el g st il ol g

Source stated that Cdr MIUR. (ref Roport 1935/30 para 10 parc 4) a8
wWrong when he sald that searches had been carried out on the da
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the first attack on the "SHLKESPEARE". Cdr MIUR: w2s in SOURLB.LY.A at
thot time and source was cmphatic that no patrols werce flowvn on the
following day. There had been thrce naval alrcralt at PORT bBI..1K.
onc had been shot down by HM Submarine "SIWEESPEARE" on the day of tho
attack, and the other two roquircd repairing. In addition to theac
aircraft there were four to six Army aircraft at PORT BLLIR and a
number at PENANG, but owing to a muddlc at IIQ, 13 Alr Flcot orders aid
not reach PEN~NG~0P POKI LILIL_snd no aircraft were sent out as far as
source know, “hough two Army fighters with a very short range might
have ,carrisd out a scarch.

Tumbers of Japancse alrecraft scnt to OKINAW, in Mar 490

e wmi sl a BT e L R T B PRI L DR | S, SR e | il R AP v e Ok Do 4 R ol sy o e B

It Cdr UTSUNOMIY.A gave the following figures as approximatcly correct s«

)

Flighters - 60
Carrier-borne sttack aircraft &0
Carricr-borne hombcrs B

Land=bascd atltack alrcraft e
All=-night flying pilots, approxlmately =00 1In nura’“, and sulficient
gther alyerew [or Thoge aixcyait, wore also despatched (N.B. = sourca
statod thet g good desl of night=flying treini nﬂ vag glven in the
Southern Re gion. This was carried out at all times and not only during
the moon poriod).
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1 "EMITY" aircraft was attachod to cach flect for transport purposes.
In source's opinion it was a mood aircraft but difficult to pllot.

e
[ ] -

Flying Unit (HIKOTAT)

O B TN N . ol

Mying Unitg (HIKOT..I) werc orgenised within an Air CGroup for simplicity
of movemcnt and control.

G5l Alr Group

e B TR R - g RS § B

551 Alr Croup was rosponsible for recce along the INDILN Coast in 104dc.
Night attacks were mﬁdo by flying boata on convoys. Theose operations
wore given up bccauso of lack of alrcraft.

e Lo P R

alrcraft on submarines

Source believed that aircraft on submerines were uscd to carry out n
recce flights off COLOMBO 1in 194=.

intelLliconce re COF LON

et R e, . .4'-.-.*"‘,1“_ -—d-'-—“..ﬂ“—#—

Lt Cdr UTSUNOMIVA stated that they had good intelligonce of Allilied
uhlpplnw:movcmcntu in 1942. They had information from signals sourccs
when Allied ships left port and they received numcrous documents
rcgarding Allied shipping dispositions’ from J.PAN. The source of this
information was probably spies. Sples, source stated, werc never
landed by naval aircraft but he belicved that some had boen sent by
submarinc.,

BTltl“h Hlaet nlr LI

sccording to source the Japancse Navy did ‘not have vcry much informa-

h
tion about the naval alr arm organisation, but thoy PuCClVOC o . T ELY
amount of documents on the Cﬂpahlllt+uu of British Neval alx
Sourcc considercd that the main basis for thesce roeports was
by the Germans

=crﬂft.

11 aht

; ; il PR ey 1'%
= L] & A o 3 P ', ’\-t Vo=
:'.‘_ -_.‘vhru"-t"..-'!I:LA“‘_'I'-F-"IE-‘-- -:::' ) g * .‘:-:'*.- ‘1I 1
,k"l.".llla-.‘l' - = ."""-.-m‘.ﬁ'r e = - AL

-

- i Wy

- 1
= .

a | T
i ™ g L..'i..i:_:..ﬂ:_.‘ u gt

S e S S A TS DA

i [T - Al Ll
P e

ST I ( B iRtk il UL (i i T - A S

RIS T e

¥ =
W e




S ahaE

il _‘_.__,'...- S pcarges o bt A
L, o T S * AR W T
e ..f:‘tE:w{j:ﬁ_;:}f%.-. ;h:q'l-"-”'—i'.':‘.'i? e

1935/44 : 4 | ¢

I 601 Alr Gro E

FUREESIAT] PRI e D TS

601 Air Group was in the Southern Region in liar &4. While in tho
gouthorn Region it wos based at SELETAR though it was an alrcraft

mrrlcr-borno unit. The flcet to which it was attachcd was at LINGG:
vhile 601 ALy Groupwas ot SELET.R. 601 Alr Group rcjoined tho Tleot
in Apr 44 In thile fleet ‘thoro. wore 4 alrereit oarriers, the
"aOKALUY, the "TAIHO", the "IUYOO" and the "ZUIKLIKU". Sourco was
at that time on the eruiscr "CUOKLI". While at SELETAR 601 Air Croup
carricd out training, and thc shapce of an alrcraft carricr was drawm
on the airficld in order to facilitate that tralning.

185 Convaoys

Jrome, Capey e 1Y -r-—no-a—hh-‘

* a) Ceneral

m‘-?- -

£

Abtompts were made to patrol a convoy route the day before the
convoy actually crosscd the area rceced. Source was of tho opinion
that fairly full agrecment with the Army ..lr Forcc on mothods of
convoying had been rcached, but Lrmy alrcraft had a shorter range.
Source put dowr the Isilure of cozwoyin;}; Yo lack of aircrafl.. .He
statcd that they wore unablc to carry out both antl-shipping and =a
subma rLinG putrolk nd their radiuns of action was limited to 300 m
cxcept when land-bascd asttack aircraft werc uscd. Tho main plan
convoy protcction was determined by 13 Llr Flect (KOKUKANTAI). Th
tncludcd the courso, ETA and ETD of thce convoy. Other dotalls,

including thc numbor of alrcraft to be used ond.the arcas or patrol ,
L.

decpendod on the docision of the 0C 936 .ilr Group. This plan had ©o
be gubmitted for approval to the Flag Offieccr,

Nt il -
Nl
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D) Bxoamplc ol a convoy
Source gave the following as a typlcal eXxamplo of a. Convoey.
Opk.il”*-b.l_onn"' =

If X wes the date of the convoy'!s departurc on X minug onc a patrol of
the convoy routu would be carricd out at night with rodor-cqulippced
aircraft and during the day by magnetic-scarcher-cquipped Sirera i 0n
cach occasion up to ?SO'mﬂlcs. on Y-doy direct oscort wog ¢arrled out
by 2 or 3 aircpraft from an hr before sunriso to hell oh P aftoy
sunsct. The first land aircroft would be over thc convoy for =2 to &
hrs 2nd thcen would be relicved. 4t night front oand side patrolling
vould be corricd out by radar-cquipped cirecraft. During thoesc rceccc
f]ﬁghtu the bomb load wos normally onc 250 kg bomb. The following
mcthods of patrolling were uscd:=-

» oOr
= 50U
- 700 m

II b A, ot
I s
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¢c) Methods of attack and communication

- | W T acidl . L e sl G e i Al e il el

Al A

!
The atthcks a

)

werc to be carried out immediately after the encmy

]
’
Wireloats ¥oporte glving detaills 3

had been discovered. A tarmet bomb would be droppcd and VE? ]
signals woula inform the convoy. ﬁ
of’ the attack would be =se¢nt to base. The frequency uscd normally %
for anti-submarince patrols wos 7045 kilocyclecs. Thosc frequencies 4
were used both by ships and alrcraft.  Messages gonerally took tho ]
following form "SE SE SE" transmitted, mcaning "enomy submarinc 4
slrhtoed", followed by place, timo, result of attack, course, specd. ;
;
d) Relicfs i
Direct egcort alrcraft were, as a rule, to be relieved vhile over i
the convoy . he alrecraft which was to assume duty renorted its ETA ;
beforc lcaving, and vwhen it relieved the aircraft on duty it signalled E
to that effcect by banking steeply. The alrcraft whern completing its ‘E
duty would then return to its base after carrying out a final recco ;
of the side and fore course of the convoy. Normelly eirersft remained !
over the convoy for 2 to & hrs. From SINGLPORE reliefs were flown up g
to 000 miles. From KOTA BAIRU there was a further 300 mile sphere .
and the same applied to SAIGON. On certoin occassions aircraft would L
procesd to & forward bose te carry out protection of the convey when
neccssary, When relliefs were . flown from two bases, the cscert airecrait
wére to makc cortain that the convoy was ncever left unprotceted, :
LY. Nayal ailr training In the Southorn Reglon B
]
) Organisation |
oty 1l 1e & 1§ fLir Greups-welrerorganised in order tA supply o

lerge numbor of pilots who werc urgently required. Thoey wore clso to

be madg avalilable to partiecipaste in opcrations 1f no otheor aircraft or
pllots wecre availablc. “Owing to the.difficult . fudl gituation and tho :
lack of alrcreft, . .this Eraining had to.be discontinued and thoy-had to 3
concontrate on the preparation of suiclde pilnts,

bl Al &1y Croup

e L Y S R SRR U PRIY T

Ll ALY Group wos orgoniscd st TWATUNT in Jul 43, Preliminery ordors
Tor 1ts orgoanisation were

civon in May 43, It then had 29 aircraft. |
It was rcorganised at SINMAPORE in Oct 43 with 24 aircraft in usc and ’
le spares. The numbcrs

g ol alrcraft in usc and spares werc expccted to
to 90 and 60 rospoctively, but these nocver materialisecd. All

=~ B
2 ' aircrf.lft

inereasc

- alrcraft werc transported to thc Southern Region by air.

were lost owing to bad weather and 3 aircraft werc lost during takc-off

and landing. 11 Alr Group had boen uscd on a numbcr of occosions in '
operations. 18 ZEKES

e g A e

EEBg had been used to mive cover to the rleet ., going g
from BORNEQ tTo LEYTE in Deec 44, In adeltlion thoy haed used them | ‘
arolnst the B-29s raiding SINGLPORE. Thoy had not beon keen to usc f
these old models with inexpericneccd vilots agalnst B«4298, but thoy !
thought them bettor than nothing. i
c) 12 Alr Group 'i”f*

The organisation of this unit was ordered in Moy 43. It was
organiscd at OITA and romoved by air to SINGAPORE in Jun 43. At that
timec it had 14 aircreft. In Jun 43 to ocp 43 it was at XOTA BAHRU
and had about 24 aircraft. In Scp 43 it was rcmoved to THUDAULNOT and
had 17 ecarricr-based attack aircraft sng 29 carricr-nascd bombcps
though ite cstablishmont was 36 of both typcs. During thc rcmoval

Irom JAPAN to thc Southcrn Reoion 3 aireraft were lost. 12 Air Group

-_F - ==

2 "m'#?;-ﬂlim . i

;
uscd o froqueney of 7045 Xkilocyeles., |
12 Lir Group was not uscd in opcrations exccpt that 1t gave anti- i
sudbmarine cover to a few convoys.

Ground personnel of 12 Air Group
worc formed into the FIC Air Groun.
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d) 13 Alr Group

ol g

The formation of this unit was ordcrcd in May 435. It was romevead
from ORYU and OMUR: to AYER TAWER by air and thc transportation was
complctcd by the becginning of Jun 43 without thc loss of any aircraft.
This unit had an establlishment of 27 alrcraft and thc actual numbcrs
variocd betwoen 22 & 28,

¢) 31 Alr Group

el wh BT

3l Alr Group was orgoniscd at MANIL. on thec lst LApr 45. It removed
to DJOKOJ.KLRT., in Aug 43 and startcd offlcial work in Dce 43.° Up to
Aug 43 it had an cstablishmont of 74 aircraft but had, in fact, 100
alreraft. Aftcr Aug 43 thc establishment was 1lncreascd to 124 alrecraft
but, in fact, they had approximately 60 alreralt. During the removal
of this unit from the PHILIPPINES to JiVi 140 alrcraft were lost owving
to damagsc to the convoy on whose ships theoy werec transportcd. 200
alrcraft lcft MANILA but only 60 arrived. In Mar 45 all alrcraft
beclonging to 11, 12, 13 & 31 Air Groups werc rocmoved from thesc units
and handed ovcer to 381 Lir Group except for thosc alrcraft sent to takc
part 1n tho OKINAWA Battle.

UTSUNOMIYA last wvisited 31 Alr CGroup in Jun 45. At that timo thc
melntonanct had not beon bad, and about 50 alrcersft were Ilyablo out ol
the total of about 68 clreraft. By fAug hc conslidered that thoy would
have about 60 aircraft secrvicecablec. A1l these aircraft (WILLOWs) had
bocon modiflied to carry 2 x 60 kg bombs. They had plonty of bombg. 1In
sourcc 's opinlion thesc alrcraft would be useless to tho Indoneslans
gven though thcoy could find any pllots to fly them, He also considcred
that they worc usclcss as bombcers without bomb gights and they could
only bec used with any chancc of succosgs 1f they were pilletcd by skilled
pilots and uscd as suicidc aircraft at dusk and =t dawn.

') Instructors & Studonts

B B o et el M NIl - . b 2D mi  AEE WITED W -l el

Ll 41p Group c8 OIficer Instructors, 20 Peity Officcr Instruciors.
students about 70 at any one tima,

1 " 35 0fficer Instructore, 14 Petty Offlcer Instructors;
70. Students at any onc time.

bg: ¥ 4 8 Officer Instructors, 10 Petty Officer Insiructors.
About 30/40 Studonts at any onc timec.

1 S " 40 Officer Instructors, 50 Petty Offlcer Instruciors.
About 300 Students at any onc time.,

93'

Plan of training & Recsults
The time which should be spent in any onc of these units by a2 studont
pllot was 4 months. Studconts went first to 31 Alr Group for primary
ol training and were then distributed to elither 11, 12 or 13 fir
Groups, doponding upon whcther thow were going to beccome pllots of
Iightcrs, carricr=bornc attack alreraft, bombers or land-based attack
alrcraft. During the primary tralining most students completed 40 hrs'!
flying and werc capable of goncral day and night flying during moon
period in simple tralning aircraft. In the fighter training Alr Group
Plilots were cxpccted to do a furthcer 70 hrs! flying training. For
attack alrcraft and for bombors, pilots had to do 75 and 85 hrs
rcspeetively of further training. For land-based attack aircraft an
additional 300 hrs! flying training was rcquircd. From Aug 43 to

Nov 44 thoy expectcd to have about 70 pilots from 11, 12 & 13 Air
Groups. The reason for thc lcngth of timc uscd by the course was the
timec lost by the move to the Southern Region. From Oct 44 to Jan 45
about thc samc number of pilots werc to graduate from 11, 12 & 13 /ir
Groups but owing to shortage of aircraft and sparcs, thc coursc wa
cxtcnded. On graduation students werc normally transferrcd to
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operational alr units In JAPAN or thc PHILIPPINE arca. Some,
howover, rcemeincd in the training units.
sccording to sourcec, owing to tho ack of supply of aircraft many
students woere unable to graduate from thosc training units. IHe said
tthey werc quitc cificicnt as they had studicd with high spirits®.
h) Code Namcs

11, 12, 13 & 31 Alir Groups WGIrc a1l treining units and did not heavo
any special codce namcs.

i) Training progrommo - 11 Air Group

el - ..-.u'!‘&-‘- gt e b L QT i S il - ' e .

y 5 lm 6t TriEﬁE&ﬁ

" piniilly _oatolill

sourcc gave the following as @ typical cxample ol & training
progrommc for a naval alr tralning awnit. ‘During thc 4 monthes which
norm2l1ly students spent with 11 Alr Group, they were taught basic
principlos of handling and rcpalring works to make them cfficicnt membors
of an opcrational unit. During the latter half of the course cmpnasis
woes laid on the study of spccial methods of attack and treining was given
to makc the pilots cfficlont members of & suicide unit. Subjccts wero
dividcd as follows:-

1T, Air Subjccts Numbcr of occaslions Hours
Take=-off & Landing 12 times 2
Acrobatics g W 3
Formatlion Flying 8 " G
Pursuit Mcthods B ° 2%
Fundamental basis of attack
methods 12 . 6
Succcssive attacks 7 5 3%
Acrial Combat o5 S . D
Firing 3 . 15
Supcr Altitudc Flying once 1
Mcthods for attacking largo
circraft R 1%

Total of 34 hrg!' flying.

N.B.- Acrial combat was divided intoe VSuperior Position Combat",
Y&ame Position Combat" and "Infcrior Position Combat',

i o gﬁpund Sd@jocts
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Cround cducation was dividcd &s follows: -

Repaly 40 times GL nrs
Hondling 20 " G-
Signels go " a0 M
Goncral affalirs

- administration Twicc - A
Rocce | 5 i 5
Mctcorology 5 P 18 =
Weapon training ga. ® e - O
Tactles Twice 4 "

The main cmphasis of training during tho latter half of thc term was
on tokec-off, landing within a limitcd arca and formation flylng.
Efficicnt student pilots werc cnrolled into WAl elass and werc thoroughly
trnincd for air combat, and thosc who wexrc "in high fighting spirit

but werc not gquitc officicnt" werc onrollcd into "B" class ond werc
traincd for divc=-bombing in formotion.
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Iv. Deily Routine

0600 hrs Revellle

0800 " Flying commenced

1%30 * ' finished

1850 ™ around trzining commenced, including
physical tralning

AgsQ cround training completed

1930 " Preparation

2080 ¥ Lights out

During preparation, on occaslons signals practicec was glven.

20. Bomb Domage - SINGAPORE 1944-5

“m“-ww

») Raid of 5 Nov 44

This raid took place betwcen 1100 & 1230 hrs and was carricd out
by 15 aircraft from a dircction of 180° at a height of 6,000 metres,
the wooather being fine. The following places werc bombcd ond damago
caused as under:-

(1) Dockyard

Lo B Sub-station completcly destroyed

II. art of No.l & 2 pumps in the Pumplng House ot
No.l Dock damaged

III. FEmpirc Dock calsson and 1ts apparatus slightly
demaged., Theo pump was also slightly damaged butb
was soon rcpaired, and the calsson was rcpalred
aftecr 3 days when another ond was brought from

KEPPEL Harbour

IV. Draushtsments Shop - Complctely destroyed
V. Garare - [Half dostroyed

bt

VI. Forging Shop - Partly destroyed
VIiI. Tclephone Shop - Partly destroyed

othecy attached equipment at the Dock also reccived damago.

(11) f_'NO‘I‘Q__B__(_):L - Tankor of 10,000 tons. etoyn was badly demaged
whilc 5 shlp was in dock, end 1t has not yct bcon

rcpaircd.

(1i1) Ammunition Dcpot

I gcveral placcs in thc Storc quartcers dama ged
£ " 10~-ton gasolcnc tank burnt out

(iv) Railway - Part of SELETAR Station was dcstroycd and scvcral

railway lincs werc cut. Howcvor, this had vcry
1ittle cffcct on thc working of the dock

(v) Coallng Jctty

The cozling jotty was damoged but not very cffocctively

b) Reid of 1 Fcb 45

This raid was cerricd out botwecn 1100 and 1230 hrs by about 100
aircraft coming in from a dircction of 210° =t 6000 motrcs. The weathor
was cloudy and aircraft camc in waves of from 5 to 10. Damagc was
causcd as uwnder:-




1935/44 9

(1) The Dockyard |
I 50,000-ton Floating Dock sunk

Ii. No.l Air Prcssurc Chambcr scvorcly dama ged
III. Shipping Machinc & Chain Tc sting Shop partly
domea ged

IV. Fittings & Sawing Shop partly damagcd

V. Nos.l & 2 Elcctric Shops slightly damaged
VI. Woodwork Shop complctely dcstroycd

VII. Elcctrical Storc complctcly dcstroycd
VIII. No.l Generating Station half dcstroycd
IX. Artillcry Workshop complotcly destroycad
X. 7 Storchouscs complectcly dcstroyed

(11) "SHIRETOKO" - a Tankcr of 10,000 tons

Burnt out and sunk in thc Floating Dock

(111) Munitions Dopt
Storcquartcrs bombed

(iv) Living quartors

gocveral houscs decstroycd

¢) Raid of middlc of Mar 45

]

on this occasion about 20 alrecraft approechcd from an anglc of 270°
at hcishts varying from 6,000 to 9,000 mctres in waves of S to 8
aircraft. Damage woas couscd as undor:-

(1) Munitlons Dcpt
Storcquartcrs bombed and slightly damaccd

(i1) Dockyard Living Quartcrs

Soveral houscs damoged

sourcc considercd that this last rald was voly incffcective. M"ISE"
ond "HYUGA" (battlcships) had lcft for LINCGA carly in Mar.

d) Raid of cnd of Fcb 49
On this occasion KEPPEL IHarbour was attackcd and somc hits wcerc
madc, but thcre was no scrilous damarc. A fow bombs foll in. tho
town arca ond 2 oil tanks wcrc sct on firc by inecondiarics on an

island off SINGAPORE.

¢c) Sourcc's opinion of thec bombing

sateet.g T .. * TN G b ol

It Cdr UTSUNOMIYA wos scathing in his romarks about thc bombing
which, hc said, wos very lncffoctlve 211 the timc. Almlng was pooX
and bombs rarcly hit thc targets for vhich thcy wcrc intcended. HC
considcrcd that if they had bombed in formation instcad of by
sinclc aircraft, morc damage would have bcen causcd. Warning of
the likeclihood of raids was rcccived when rccce sircraft worc sccn
two or thrcc davs bcfore the raid. In addition, It Cdr UTSUNOMIYA
saild they had had immcdiatc warning of all aircraft lcaving CALCUTTA
and they werc ablc to tell thc cxact numbcer of aircraft which werdc
to bc uscd. Thelr only difficulty was whcrc the aircraft wcrc
golng. Thosc facts werc discovcred by signals intclligenco.

source considcrecd that the B=29 signals sccurity had becn vory bad.
They did not always, howcver, know of thc approach of othcr alrcralt,
c.g. thc MOSQUITOs, which wcrc ofton not picked up cven by radar.

on the sccond occesion he had considcrcd thoet the main objcet of tho

_CONFIPENEFA L
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~id was thc Floating Dock and hc rocaliscd that this attack had bcen
very succcessful., Hc sald that whilc over the target the raiding
~iperaft worc vory froc with their IT and they heard -the ordcrs glvon
to nttock the Floating Dock. A/A werc groupcd around tho workshops
but not spccifically round tho Floating Dock. Thoy had planncd to
puild 2 box barrasc for thc protcction of the Il 1t ing Dock, . but they
wore ‘unablc to do so owing to shortagc of axmunition. No balloons wCIc
uscd, but smogKC scrccns were uscd and sourcc considcrcd that thoy werd
offective in putting aircraft off tholr aim. After the railds they
cxpccted recce but did not teke measures to hide the domage because
they considercd that B-29s had probably token aerilal photographs at the
time of the attack. IHowcver, they camouflaged undamaged buildings to
mnke thom look as though they were damaged. No domage wes coused to
he "MYOKO" or "TAKAO".

£} Deofences

[P e o i

An opcrations room was cctrblished 2t SELETAR Naval Base, but therc
s no dircct control of fighters and A/A. Whon to fire and vhen not
to fire was determined by linison by tclephond between the head of the
A/A ond the head of the fighter defences. In the normal way A/A guns
were not to firc while the fightcrs wcrc OVED the target. A plan of
the A/A loy-out is attached at App "A".

B-29s werc, in source's opinion, excellent aircraft but he was -
very scathing sbout its handling over SETETAR. He considercd that 1if
he hed had good fighters avollable they would havc boen able to causc
crave domage to the ralding ~irecraft as they ran the gauntlct from tho
ANDAMANS to SINGAPORE. Thelr routc was storcotyped ond well knowmn TO
the Jopancso., e considcred that the bost method of attacking B-£0s
yvas acrial bombing. Sourcs hod secn a f1i~ht of ¢ B-29s bombed down
2t BOUGAINVILLE.

h) Photographs oi demage
A IH—-M
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Photographs of damage causcd at SELLTAR were taken, but these warc |
aent to TOKYO and no photographs romainecd in the Southcrn Reglon.

1) Pathrinders

No pathfindcrs werc used in thils arcea. gource had studied the
mcthods of pothfinders uscd by the British and considered them & very
rood 1deca. Information on this. subject had boen recelived rrom GCrmany .

j) B=29s destroycd

iy iyl el ¥ rlliln. e AR

No B-29s wcre actually shot down over thd target, and thelr signols
intclligence had informecd them that during the first raid hardly any
rireraft had boen damaged, but during the second raid of 1 Fcb and the
raid of the middle of Mar six to ninc alrcraft failed ¥o Yoothh thell
basc on cach occasion. According to signals intclligenco the maln
rcason for thc forccd lending of B=29s was clectrical failurc and
boeause bomb doors would not closc, rendering landing diffioult,

21, Attock on the "TARAO" by midpget submorings

il .ol s Rl AN B DR AT e * B oS N

aource stated that an attack by midget submardirice was mode in Jul 40
on the "TAKLO", but little demage was caused. A 20-metre crack was
causcd by the detonator, but the main charge did not go off.

| /
Intecrrogatcd by: R TN B
S/T, Stevenson Int I ACSIEA s A g Mea jor
. P/0 Cortazzi SEATIC * 0C ADV HQ SEATIC

(E.A.Heaslett)
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