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INTERROGATION NO. 346 Place: Regional Off #1, Nagoya
Date 5 November 1945 '

Division of Origin: Military Analysis Division Team #3.
Subject: Japanese Army Alr Forces - Fuel.

Personnsel interrogated and background of each:

e M2 j CHIBA Toshio - Present Assignment: mxecutive Officer of

' 47 Air Sector Hq (KCS). A graduste of the military academy, Ma }
CHIBA served with various ground organizations until March 1944 ,

3 when he was sent to the Sendail Air School. Udon completion of a
course there, he was assigned to 47 KCS which was juet being actl-
vated then. He served as executive officer of this organization

until the end of the war.

Wwhers interviewed: Komaki A/F, Nagoya, Honshu.

Interrogators Capt John C. West
Interpreter: 1lst Lt Richard Snelder

Alliz=d Officers Present: Capt Charles A. HasXins
et Lt John G. Falirey

SUMMARY ¢

Vaj Chibabk orgonization was the administrative Hq of apProxim-
ately 12 airfields in this area. AS such he was resncnsible for the
main-enance of records, etc., put had littie knowledgs of tactilcal
plans, etec. He was able to gilve what appeared to be falrly occecurate
informztion about the fusl =hortage ac 1t cffected the unite- at the
a/f& ~ontrolled by his organizatlon.

J
346 RESTRICTED




Interrogation No.46 Contd .ESTRIG TED

Interrogation

Qe Major, what airfields did your organlzation (47 Air Sector Hq)
control ? '
fe We controlled twelve alrfields in this area. They were Komaki,

Akeno, Kiyosu, Hamamatey (Tenryu a/f), Kitaiyuse (Nof Akeno),
Yokalchi, Suzuks, Komono, Xamey=ma, Secki, Ogakl, and Moriyama.

B
v

Juet what werc your duties with respect to these ailrfields?

We were the administrative Hg. We controlled the airfield bat-

.talions and companies at the fields and dig 21l the "housekeeping"
'services for them.,

Q.

What type 6f Supplies furnished the airfields did you maintain

records of?

X,

All classes of military supplies including emmunition, fuel,

rood and clothing.

Q.
A.

Do you have your records concerning these supplies?

NOo, we burned most of them before the end of the war; the rest

we sent to the 1lst Ajr Army-at Tokyo.

""Hd

Qe

Can you tell us about the fuel Surply at youpr various airfields,

"hen did you first feel thz shortage?

A

Je had enough fuel until November 1943. After that time 1t

gt2rted to get short. In April 1945 the shorteage was most acute.

Qri
A.

"mat steps were taken to conserve fuel?

Yell, in late 1943 wa started an edveation cempaign to induce

pbilots to conserve fuel. " start=d Impcsing gradual limitations
untll in Avril 1945 we were limiting each pilot to 8 hours Iflying
time each month.

Q. Does this mean thrt sach plene only flew 8 hours per month?
A. No, each plane ueually flew about 24 hours per mont-,

Qs Does thet mean, then, that you had throe times &g many pilots
28 plones?

A. I suppose that's true, although I don't know exactly.

Qs Did you have a fuel reserve for theXetsu operation?

A. No,

Qe Mers you trying to build up such = recerve?

is  Yes, but the day to day operations concumed all available fuel.
Qe "hat operations were they ?

A. Chiefly ficshter interception in the Nogoya zarea.

Q. "What units were involvzsd?

ne  Well, 20 Scnto-Hikoshudan was the main Hqg,

E}fgzd these units particlpate in any fighter missions from these

A.

No, they only intercepted B-29's,
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Interrogation N.!LES Contd

Q.
A

@ =z:zstrRicTED

How about naval carricer strikeg?

o were undor ordsrs to ignore these ang concentrate entirely

Ol’l th@ B-2918.

e  What was the 1ast B-29 raid which you intercepted?
a. It was the 6 aug 45 night attack on Iéhinomiya.
Q. How meny planes from what units were used?
A. Three KI 61's from 55 Flying Regiment (Hikosentai).
f’ Qs Ware they successfyul?
' As llo. They shot down no bombers,
Qs FWai 1t the normal practice to use the KI 61 as a night inter-
centor g

A
s

o, this was a 1ittle unusual as the KI 61 is baslcrlly a day

ightor but it was useq occaslionally at night.

A

tha

Jid. 1% have any spscial equipment for night fighting,
No.

“las 1ts night Interception limitegd to eclear or moonlight nights?
No,

What was your usy-l night fighteor?

The KI 45, we had Some of these a Liyosu.,

Where were your fuel Supplies storec?

They were stored within 6 kilometres of the ailrfields.
Were they underground.

No, but they wero camouflged,

Y20 supnlied you with fuz1¢

s got most of it from the Csaka Aip Uepot and the rest from

[

¥agamigahara 1ir Depot....nbout_60% from the former and 40%

rrom tno lattor,

Y. Did you recaive the supply for each airfieceld and then distri-
bute it?
A. No. Each a/f reccived 1t direct from ths alr Depot. We Simply

kept tha records.
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