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AB the reault of a recent wsxt to Austra.lm and'

aeveral other, islands in the Pacific, Mr. S.. Shiga, has
;published a. -very mteresting and guggestive: book of
abonut 200 pag es, under the: title Nanyo Jiyi. (A.ffalrs n
the Southern Seas).. The work is somewkat disjointed,
and. is. not entirely: free from . redundancy and diffu-
siveness of style. But despite. these shortcommgs, it
well deserves the attention mnot only of the Japanese
public but also of all- foreigners. who may: have -the

least desire to study. the drift of opinion in the Japa—

" nese nation. Nanyd Jyi is really & sign of the times.;
for it shows how intensely;: tha, thinking . portion of this
people feels the- ‘gravity of the country 8 situation in
view of the mcrqasmg -number. of points of .contact

with Western raeas both mdlndually and nationally.

The one idea thh seems ever.present in the author’s
mind {rom begmmng to the end of his book, is the
growing mﬂuence of. Furopean races and the rapid
disappearance of ‘native populations everywhere in the
South Sea Islands. Ab every step almost Mr. Shiga
finds opportunities for reference to the condition of
his country. In the order -of his visits to various
lecnhtxes, he opens “his book Wxth & descnptmn of
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the enterprise. - In the.next section he again takes up-

th‘el- Australian -topic,: and - dwells.. ';.'c;ﬂ '. ..-thé; - ﬁpléﬁdid |

prospects of trade Dbetiween this couﬁtry | a.nd Auatraha..
. The greater-part of this chapter appeared, as we, ata.ted; ‘
- gt the time, in the. editorial columns - of: the Jiji. Shim I
shartly after.the yeturn of the author to this countfpg i
After further remarks on thef safﬁe- sub]ect i';:n!{;lf:;j |
_seventh. chapter, Mr. ‘Shiga proceeds in the next two
“to- draw & forecast of the future . of the. Australmn.
coiomes. - Ifrom-:what . he ‘has. pelsona.]ly observed
while- there, he- is led to beheve that in:the course ofi
the mext -century. these -colonies. will become indepens:
dent, 'and: form themselves into a. powerful and: 1
~wealthy - Republic. . Perhaps.. the Ii.xbst-. impdrtant; '
chapter in the whole book is ‘the .tenth, in which the. |}

Strong Island, am_l after expressmg the  belief Sk

" this place is' destined fo' ‘become of unporta.nce when
mtercourse between Japan and the
has béen developed and increased,
length to discuss the principal
o nitive population of the - =

commerlcml
- A.ustla.lmn colonies
he proceeds . at some

@l causes of the ‘dedrease of thi
% island. The fate of the aborigines of Strong Island

, i - foreibly’ sugrrests to his mind the more vitsl question
of the strugrrle between “the- white: and the yellow .
roces in general. Mr. Shiga- takes up o position whick

iwill probably be largely supported by his countrymen

~when he urges the neoessity: of a close alliance between
ace, that is 10

the two lending’ nations of- ‘the -yellow ‘T
8O, Ja.pa.n and China, and the importance of meain-
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‘faining’ ‘with Englond
' The author prooceeds in the third

ffecta of the colonizdtion

cha.pterf to' speak- of the e
and recapltula.tes the

policy of the ‘Western Powers,
o recently taken place in’ the

1
‘elations of confidence and !
1
g
l

suthor describes New Zealand, and dmws a .graphic,
likeness-of that-island to Japan in. point of geological

fHC’m!,aﬁ‘iOH, climatic position,. form, and general features.. .|k
e thinks that, while New Zealond will in future °
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by eountrymen that they must exert their utmost efforts: |R
. to make their future what it ought to be. In the nest. [f4
i rather abruptly to- & dis- |k

' chapter, “the -author. turns

i cussion as to the development
|, his treatment of the subject 18 hardly all-that could:

be desired. In the following four chapters; he relates

conversations mth a New Zanland’ uboriginal chief

and ‘with: a mlselenary in Fiji; recounts at perhaps
dlplomatlc episode

“‘more than necessary length recent
in Sarhoa, and describes his’ meetmg with "the King of’

In the sixteenth chapter he -oversteps the
‘book; and refers to the
reletmne between J Apan and the Sandwicli islands
and in the next amd last- eha.pter he speaks of the
ermgratwn of Japanese subjects to'those islands. He:
observes that, contrary to what he had formerly heard
a8 to the treatment of those’ exmgrants he was glad
to eee the relataens between them and their employers:

mProvmg more and more. Apropos of emigration, he:
récommends his fellow-countrymen 0 establish com-~:

mercml eolomee all over the world o -
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