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THE ANTI-FOREIGN RIOTS IN SZCHUAN.

Much sympathy has been felt for the suﬁ'erers in the
Szchuan Riots by their fellow-missionaries in Hatikow and the
neighbouring cities, and on Fmday, July 12th, a represéntative
meeting was held, in ¢« The Rest, ”’ to give expression to that
sympathy, first, in the form of a Resolution addressed to thesufferera
themselves, and next; in a strongly worded Resolution addressed to
the Ministers and Représéntatives of the Governments concerned.

The chair was taken by the Rev. Griffith John D. D.
A hymn having been sung, and prayer offered, the Chairman intro-
duced the business of the meeﬁing in the following speech :—

This meeting has been called to consider what action we,
as a missionary body at this centre, should take in view of the
recent riots in the province of Szchuan. We would have met at an
earlier date but for two reasons :— We wished to.get-hold of the facts
of the case, and of as many facts as possible. ~ We aré not now in
possession of all the facts, but we know enough to. justify us incalling
this meeting, and in taking a definite action with regard to these
outrages. We were anxious algo that Dr. V. C. Hart should be
present at our meeting, believing that his presence would conttibute
materially to the weight and value of our deliberations ; but ashe
felt compelled to leave on Monday night, it was impossible to
convene a meeting during his presence at Hankow. '

There ave two things at least which we ought to do -at
this meeting :— We ought to give an expression to our sympathy
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with the sufferers in these riots, and with the Missions which they
represent. We should also, I think, give a very clear and
emphatic expression of opinion as to what ought to be done by the
Governments whose subjects and citizens have suffered in these
riots. Our opinion on the subject will greatly depend on the view
we take of the relation of the officials to these outrages. I have no
doubt in my own mind on this point. It is o my mind as clear as
daylight that they have their origin in the anti-foreign temper and
attitude of the Szchuan officials, and especially of the Szchuan
Viceroy. I think these anii-foreign riots can always be traced
to an influence from above. [t was so in the case of the Tientsin
Massa.cre, of 1870 ; it was so in the case of the Sungpu tragedy, in
1898 ; . and it is so in the case of the Szchuan outrages of this year.
Let us look at the facts. Szchuan is one of the quietest
of the provinces, and Chengtu has been wregarded as one of
the quietesi places in Szchuan. The Szchuan people have
been famous for their friendliness as compared with the Chinese
of other places. During the war, the officials in Szchuan, as well
as in all the other provinces, showed themselves perfectly able to
protect the missionaries and their property. When the war broke
out, most of us feared that there might be uprisings and persecu-
tions in the interior. But Peking sent forth its orders, to the effect
that the foreigu nissionary must be protected, and, as a result, the
misgionaries and their converts enjoyed perfect peace during the
progress of the war. The peace we enjoyed simply astonished us;
and it has also convinced us that the authorities can protect us when-
ever they are 1nclmed to do 8O-
terrible riot breaks out, To what sha.ll we ascribe it? Shall we
ascribe it to the want of ability on the part of the officials to proteot
the missionaries and their pr:o'jp'e'rt;y ? We cannot do that, for we
know that they had more than an a.dequate force to prevent any
riot. Besuies a strong Manchu garnison, the city of Chengtu had
several camps of soldiers. One of these camps was only a few
hundred yards from the spot where the Canadian Mission stood,
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To suppose that the Viceroy had not the power to prevent the riots
would be absurd. Granted that the storm burst upon him
suddenly, and that he could do nothing the first day—which I do
not grant at all—he could easily have made it impossible for the
work of destruction to go on on the second and third days. The
Viceroy had the power, but he laeked the will,

Let me give you four facts ag illustrative of this man's
hostile att1tude (1) The Roman Cathohc Bishop, at the commence-
ment of the riots, appea.led to h1m for help, but in vain. He took no
notice of the Blshop 8 oommumcatmn he never rephed to it. Re-
member that the Bishop’s pla,ce was Vnthm a stone s throw of the
Vlceroy 3 yamen and thal it was destroyed on fthe 28th, the second
day of the riots. The destruction Went on under the V1ceroy B eye,
and he dld nothing to prevcnt it. (2) When he found thata telegram
hdad been sent to the British Consul at Chungkmg, he ordered the
0perator to run and bring it back, and to transmlt 1o further
messages for the missonaries. That was a cruel thmg to do. (3) In
February of the present year, he caused to be issued a proclamatlon,
which was posted in every city and towd throughout the provmce,
informing the people that the m1s31onarles had no rlght to procure
property anywhere, except they first recelved the consent of the
officials. This was intended to excite the people aga.mst m1ssion~
aries, and to check missionary operations. ( 4 ) On the 29th of May,
the second day of the riot, he put out a mqlry wa,shy proclam&tron,
attmbutmg the riot to the presence of t'orelrners on the pmade
ground, during the fruit-throwing conneested with the tea,st of the
fifth day of the fifth moon. It was a wretched document calculated
in no way to assuage the storm, but the very reverse. The state-
ment, relating to foreigners going out to watch the fruit- thlowmg,
is false ; no foreigner was near the place. o e

Such was the attitude of the Viceroy. He did nothjng to
prevent the riot. He did much to bring it on. The lower officials
took their cue from him asa matter of course. Having received
no reply from the Viceroy, the Roman Catholic Bishop called on the
Taotai ; but the Taotai refused to see him, and the Bishop was
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roughly handled, and actually wounded, in {ront of the yamen. On
the afternoon of the 28th, a placard was found posted in the south
part of the city. It reads thus : ¢ Notice is hereby given that at pre-
gent the foreign barbarians are hiring evil characters to steal small
children that they may extract oil from them for their use. I have
a servant named Li, who has personally seen this done. I, there-
fore, exhort you good people not to allow your ehildren te go out.
I hope you will act in accordance with this.” The missionaries:
gen{ a reliable man to the magistrate of Hwa Yang with one of
the placards, asking for a proclamation refuting it, and praying
for protection. In reply the' magistrate promised a proclamation
in three-days, that is, he promised that a proclamation would be
iséued when the work of destruction was completed! It would
geem that this same magistrate afterwards treated the mission-
aries with much kindness while occupying his yamen as refugees.
But that was, in my opinion, only part of the official plan. His
subsequent kindness mus{ be read in the light of Lis refusal to
issue the proclamation. It wasno paxt of the official plan to stop
the riots, but it was part of the plan to try and make i} appear that
the riots were mob riots, and not official rigts. Hence the
kindness shown at the Ohéngtu yamen, and, as I think, at all
the other yamens alsq. On the 29th, the second day of the
riots, a proclamation was actually put out by the Chief of Police of
Chengtu, & Hunan man and an expectant Taotai. But what was
the character of it ? It reads thus: ¢ At present we have obtained
clear proof that the foreigners deceive and take small children. You
goldiers and people must not be disturbed and flurried. When the
cases are brought before us we will certainly not be lenient with
them. ” If that proclamation was not intended to add fuel to the
fire, it is difficult to imagine what it was intended for.

Thus it is perfectly clear that the riots at Chengtu are to be
ascribed to official influence, and mainly to the influence of the
-Viceroy. And the riots in all other parts of the province are, 1 have
no doubt, to be traced to the same source. =~ The kindness of the
officials at Chengfn angd elsewhere is no proof of the contrary, Nei-
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fher is the fact that no lives have been lost g proof of the eon-
trary. Indeed, I look upon the fact that no livés have been lost as
a proof that the riots were of official oririn, and under official
control. Had they been simply mob riots, lives would have
heen lost. The order seems to have beep: (‘ Destroy, but do not
kill ; drive him out of the province, but do not take his life.”” That
was the qrder, and it has been obeyed. If we could get at the
whole truth, we should find, I have ng doubt, that there were yaméq
men at every point of attack, directing, controlling, and keeping
the mob within certain bounds. D
Thus you have the mob ipn front; behind the mob you
have the lower officials ; and behind the lower officials you have thg
Viceroy. If you ask me who is behind the Viceroy, I can only say
I do not know ; although I feel sure he is not alone. It is not at
all likely that the Viceroy would signalize his supercession by put-
ting a halter round his own neck. Did Le not believe that his do-
ings would be pleasing to angther and a greater power than him-
gelf, he would never have allowed the Chengtu riots to break out.
If you ask why this manifestation of hostility at the pre-
sent time, I can only give it as my opinion that it is to be aseribed
to ( 1 ) The opening of the Upper Yangtse to steam mavigation. ( 2 )
The rumour that Chengtu was to be opened as a treaty port. (8 )
The enforcement of the Berthemy convention, which gives Lhe
missionary the right to purchase land or lease property in the
interior without previously consulting the local authorities, This
convention was concluded in 1865, between the Tsungli yamen and
the Frenech Minister, Berthemy. In 1871, the Tsungli yamen
issued their famous circular, laying down the condition that the
seller to missionaries must give the local functionaries previous
notice of his intention to sell, and request their d:ul.hOllAd,l;lOIl The
object. of the reaula,tlon was to m¢ke it difficuls, if not 1mpossnb1e,
for missionaries ‘to purchase property in the 1nter101 M. Gerard,
the present French Minister, has unear thed the convention of 1863,
and has succeeded in gelting it re- .enforced and published by Llw
higher officials throughout the Empire. Nothing could be more
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distasteful to the provincial authorities than the re-enforcement of
this convention. To the intensely anti-foreign Liu Ping-chang, the
Vicepoy of Szchuan, it must have been especially so. If you will
)lyem!i tbe proclamation issued by him in February last, to which I
have a}re;ady xefe’xred, in the light of this fact, you will have no
difficulty in accounting for his action. That proclamation was
_lilssuec} af the very t,'lme M. Gerard was fighting this important
battle with the Tsungli yamen, and the riots broke out immediately
after the vmtory haq heen won. On the 21st of May, the yamen, in
1hs commumcatmn to M. Gemd wrote thup' ‘ You request us to
send orders to all the plov;nces that thece procla matwns be forthwith
;ssued The yamen ha,s seup a (,uculcu lbttel to dll thc }‘)mvmoes,
prdermo that under the seal 0;( the Vlwu)y n,nd 110vamo;ﬁ, the
Berthemy Gonvehtmn with regard te the pm(lmqv of pmpu!&.v by
pa,thollc mlssmnames be p10(,la1med forthwlth B:sides, wo degem it
gur duty to 1nform Your }onellency thereof by the present ofhcml
reply.”” This was ertten on the 21st of May, the riots brolke out

on the 28th of the same month
It is hlgh tlme ghat this official barbarism should come to

an end, for if is nothmg but barbarism pure ¢ ‘md simple. It is high
time that the Chinese Government should be made to feel that these
things cannot he done wn;h 1mpun1ty The people of China are not
against us. But for the ant1f01ewn spirit and policy of the official
classes, there is no reason why we should not live in China with as
much sense of safety as in any part of the world. Everything here
depends on the officials, Where they are friendly, the people are
quiet ; where they are inimical, the people are turbulent. But the
conduct of the officials in the future will very much depend on the
policy adopted by the Foreign Powers in the settlement of the Sz-
chuan outra,ges\ We have had riot after riot, and matters have
been going from bad to worse. This is to be ascribed to the fact
that not a single riot has recelved a satisfactory settlement. 1 be-

lieve it is possible so to mana,ge this Szchuan business as to make it
Jmnosmble that rlobs of t,hls nature should ever occur again in
China. Let Ennland, France, and the United States combine in
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an enlightened and vigorous aection with regard to the Szchuan
outrages, and the thing will be done, and it will be done without
firing a shot.

If T were asked what is wanted ini obder to secre tHe peate
of the future, I would say (1) We want a searching investigation irlto
the cause or causes of the Szchuan riots, by acctedited officials, re-
presenting each Government involved. (2) The Missions and the
Missionaries should be fully indemnified, and the indeminity shodld
not be limited to the actual cost of the things destroyed. The time
expended by the missionaries in superintending buildings, for instance,
should be taken into account. (8) The missionaries should be reinstated
with official récognition atall the places from which they have been
ejected. (4) The guilty pafties, whatever their rank, should be brouglit
to justice, and adequately dealt with. (5) The right of missionaries to
reside in the interior should be placed on clearly defined Treaty basis,
and made known By Imperial Proclamation throughout all parts of the
Bmpire. (6) We want one thing more if we would put matters on a
thoroughly sound footing. Chengtu in Szchuan, and Siangtan in Hunan,
should be opened as Treaty ports. The right, so far as Siangtan
is concerned, was waived by the Japsnese. Let it be revived, and
let Consuls be stationed at both places. To open Chengtu, on the
back of the riots, would teach the Chinese a lesson such as they would
not easily forget, and to open Siangtan, which would mean practically
the opening of Hunan, would do more towards the breaking down of the
pride, prejudice, and exclusiveness of the Chinese in these parts than
anything else could. Whatever may be said as to the desirability of
opening Chengtu, there can be mno doubt abont the importance of
taking immediate action with regard to Hunan. Hunan is a perpetual
menace. It is the very fountain of the poisonous literature which has
done so much mischief in so many of the provinces. The fact that
the fofeigﬁer is excluded from Hunan is ever quoted as a reason why
he should be excluded from all the provinces. In the midst of the
Chengtu riots, a Hunan man_ was heard shotting at the pitch of his
voice, “ Drive the Foreign Devils out; we do not tolerate them in
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Hanan.”  The Chief of Police at Cheneotu, who issued the infamaus
proclamation to which T have already called attention, is a Hnnan
man. In the ‘interest of China, as well as in our own interest, I
earnestly hope and pray that our Ministers at Peking will turn their
attention to Hunan. Whilst Hunan is allowed to maintain its present
state of isolation and seclusion, we shall 1ever be safe in this Valley,
Shall we be safe anywhere ?

This is what we want. Dt the Szchuan oitrage be taken
in ' hand and put through in a perfectly satisfactory manner, and there
will be an end to these terrible riots in China. We, who meet here
this morning, are deeply concerned in the well-being of this great peo-
ple ; and our chief aim in meeting on this occasion is to do what lies
in our power to preméte it. In the name of our common humanity,
as well ag for the sake of our common interests, we call npon
England, France, and the United States of America to combine
their influence at this time, and bring the present disgraceful and
perilous state of thi}xgs to a close.

The Chairman then called upon the Rev. J. S, Adams to

move the first Legsolution which he did as follows : —

T..e Missionaries resident in Hankow and the neighbouring cities hereby express to their
Szchuan Brethren their deep sympathy with them in the trials through which they have
becen called to passon account of the late riots, and assure them of their frequent prayer that
the things which have happened to them may fall out rather to the furtherance of the

Gospel.

It will not be necéessary for me to make a long speech in
moving this resolution, We have all, during the last few weeks,
felt deeply moved by the story of the sufferings of our dear brothers
and sisters in the West, We are one with them in purposs. Our
aim in life is the same. We recognize the fact that they are fight-
ing our battles, We share ighéir,victoriaﬂ‘, and their defeats. We
thien can sirnicerely offer our deep and affectionate sympathy in these
trials which have overtaken them, It must be hard, indeed, to see the
work of years swept away in a night, to have the pain of finding
foes instead of friends,. the loss of ~one’s little all, the danger to
life, .and ‘anxiety about those near and dear, fears for valued
native converts, left to face the storm alone,—all these things,
and many others, make these trials very severe indeed. We rejoice,
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that, so far as we know, no lives have been lost ; this is a matter for
graat thankfulness. Tlese riots, however, will not be without their
victims. We laid two little children in the grave last week, who,
humanly speaking, would have been alive and well had they remain-
ed unmolested in their quiet home in Szchuan. Standing on the deck
of the ¢ Chang Wo " the other day, we felt very sad to see the con-
dition of the women 2:nd lit:le children and felt conviuced that some
of those present would not return to China.

To my mind it was very beautiful to see the patient spirit
with which our friends bore their trials and discomforts. No: a
word of complaint, not a thought of anger or revenge, but a joy-
ful note of praise to God for His protecting-care. There was a
strong faith that all these things are to work out great blessing for
Szchuan, There was also present in their minds a firm couvie-
tion that the province from which they have been expelled is the
best in China, and they would all gladly return tomorrow.

In closing, I would like to mention that friends, both in-
side and outside the missionary circle, have shown much kindness.
As one upen whom soms share of the pleasant dutj of lospitality
fell, I can coafidently say tha’ Hankow would gl&dly have enter-
tained a muach {larger number. OQur frienls spoke gratefully
of ths kinlunsss raciivel f:om ths officers of ths Ichang
stzamors. My our dear friends, like the patriarch Joseph, be able
to say, ¢‘ God hath made ms fruitful in the land of my afliction.”
In that provinee whare thay have suffet )d so much, may they have
abandant eansa for rejoicing over many souls brought to Jesus !

Thsy Ryv, 8. R. Holgs M, R. C. S, ele, hartily see mded
the Rasolatio:r, and was espacially glalto do so as he had no. b en
abla to do anyshing, par: 01:lly, towrds helping the sufferers who
1] passeld threoagh Hanlkow, Living away at a long distance
from the steanmers, he and his colleagues were often denied the op-
portanity of showing tha’ hospitality which they would be ouly too
plzased to offer, and thay sometimas envied others this privilege,
H3: had been deeply stirred by tho addresses of some of the refugee
brathren from Szchuan at the last monthly praycr meeting,  The
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ssories of their escipe from the numterless dangers which becet
| thém were most wonderful. Many would look upon sueh stcries us
morely a series of lucky incidents ; 1o himself they appeared as un
evidence of the providantial care of Ged over His children in 1Le
hour of danger, and truly the hand of God could be seen pretecting
them from all the perils, by the way.

II2 was glald to sesond this Risolution Lecause their own
Wesleyan Mission had béen called to pass through similar trials in
18J1. From the exparience gained in connection with their own
{rials, e was convineed that Mr. A lams d d 1.0t stale tle case tvo
suougly when he said that we have not seen tlic éud of the vz-
can troables, for ha believed that muany of those mis fonaries,
anl especially their wives, who had passed tlivough ihe intciize
anziety of tliese riots would never bz in Lealtli anid dbrength wlia
they were before. Aftei the riots at Wusueh, in 1891, the Vicercy
wished himn to give a certificate as to the i1 juries 1eceived Ly
'3 s1facors in tha rios, bas this iz refused to do for he kuew
tht time a 022 co 11 reveal £ serioasness, or cthawist; of the
shosx wiielr shiey had recewved.  His caution at that tune has been
fally jstifisd vy the sabseqaent hisbory of those who then suffered,
anl it woull be th: svay ia cid: preseas instance. It was
1ot tyo m el b affi zin; thas in the puics which have passed throtgi
Hankow were some whose ca.cer 1n China has been cut shicrt by the
cdoect upon their uervous systan cf the strain through which they
have passed,—2a0r was it 600 strong a thing to slu.y that the deaths
of tha two childron Wwer provably Lroughs about, ind:reetly, by
tha same eauwsd. Iy folb 16 right to say this macn, but no one
would rejoico more than himself if Lis faurs should ev.utually
prove to bo unfounded.

This Rosolation havine been passed, the Chairman called
upon the Rev. David Hill to move the second Resoluticn.

‘The Rev. David Hill said : The Resolution I Lave to

propose reads as follows -

N .‘-'..
¢ I

V"IL?,!.‘.AS for many years paqt numerous and extensive mots kave occurred in many
puts of C:una., diréctel aga..nst missionaries .mJ otile: s tureigneri, whereby: serious -dumage
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has bean done to hea'th an1 properir, in some cases lives even baw'ng been taken, while no
efectual meastres Fave thus far been adopted for the prevention of.theze o t} rcaks : and,—-

Whereas f reign property hag la'ely been destroved on an unprecadented scale both in
C enxtu. th~ provincial cayital, and 'n cth-r cities of the Szchran Province, (where hitherio
the people have always man‘fested an excej tiona!ly quiet and friendly spirit,) thus brealirig
ur thir 1 s af meay mssioaar 2, a1l insarrapt'ny for a1 indeldnite period important mis-
s.onarv work ; an l,— .

Wereas thire poriolieal ontbr2a’™s haa ha~n fraquently caused, and illfeeline has
baen continnensly  forrented, bv the wide circu'aticn of Llasphemous and calumnious
literature, which has cmarated chicfly frem ibe yreviner e Evran,—

We venture most respretful'y {o vree rren e Mip'stors ard Rerrrs-ntatives cf the
Go7ernments concerned tre § ll-v:'ne supresticns v thelr errsiceraticn :— .

) That a 3~ 'ny ‘nvaskicatisn 'n“n tha Szchnan riots be unletaken by acerelited
ofiva's ran-:samiing eact of ths goverim ns iav lved ; that this inveslization be conducted
a5 Cazngty, the plic: wiere the trouble commencad ; anl that cne missionary, at !ezan; cf
ca:1m s3sion invoived, should be present a4 the investiguti. n

(L) Ttat the mi:sicna~'es and the missicns shouli Le fully inden:nified fcr their Icescs,
The inlemni y shoull not ! e ! mite. to the act: al cost ¢f the things Ce troy ed

(¢) Tart the missicnares should he rens.at d wiih official recogn: txcn at all t}*e places
from which they have heen electe ),

(1) That in deling w t 4 thoss ¢ iminally e-n~e*ned ‘n the y:ots, whether by perscnal
ing‘ization, cul  able ncg'ect, oraciual viclz cg, strict fmpart ality ehicild Le prescrved, irre-
spective of r nk or ycs ticr, - o :

() Taat the rizh of missi- na i2s to reside 'n {he interi ¢ be placad on a clza:ly deflind
ir:ay basis, anl that this right shoull be ml: kaowva hy I n)ztial Procla nxtxo'l througzaout
all parts of the FEm- ire.

An 1, in alliti»1 to the ahov £, W2 woull state t hat, .r; our opin’on, as long a3 the pro-
v'ree of Hunan is allowad to ma'nta'n i s p 'esent cond'tion ¢f isolation and exc! usivenes:, it
is likely that anti.foreig n r'ots will continue ; and we weuld respaeifn’ly sugpest that no step
i:he ter calzulafiel to bring thesa riots to an e.al, anl t) ensure peace in the fuluve, than the
os2nmny of that important proviance. '

This Resolution is one of serions import. It brings us
fico to fas> wish graat qaesiions of nitiomal rizhtarusness, and as-
s1m 23 that th re are oceasions when bolies of Car's'im men, in b.l,ngs.:r
eollaetive caacity, are called upon to take united action in endep-
vouring to re:tify the wronys of their fellow mer,  In tht I thiuk
we shall all agrae, ' |

T":e qnestion then ari~cs: Istlis suci an occasion ? Are
ve justified af the present time in s dulmﬂ' with the Szchuan
r'0:s? Referenze is made in fhz preamble to my Resolation to pre-
vious outbroaks, in some of which at least no such actxon was taken.
Whoarein then is the difference? Two reasons may be found in the
paper L have ra.d. Oue, tast as fur as t%19 desiraction of property
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is -concerned, things have been going on from bad to worse. {The
othar, that in the ease before us we have to deal with rioting on an
unpracedanted seale—rioting more widespread, more fally organized,
and, as far as we eaa judze, more under offi :ial sanction fhan ary
previous outbreaks. Of tho widespread characier of these ricts I
nead hrlly S*z.y.a; woed. It is known ta youall, it is kncwa to the
world. Protestant anl Rymwn Catholic alike have suffercd. One
city after another has been rioted until the number now runs into
theteens. Tht this movement Las been morve fully oryapizcd seems
to follow from the fact of its widespread chargzter. Step by step
the rioters have progexled; eity after city, in orderly suecpesion,
has bean visitad.  That it is waler official sanction, or with official
conuivance, I have githered from the unvarnished statements of
the three Migsionaries who have related to us their experienges, as
wall as from the Reports I have read in the North Ching Daily News.
Tha statement of the case as given by the Chairman of this geet-

“ing strongly confirms this view, - -

Such being the case, the whole movement is hﬂ:ed out of
merely logal, 111d1v1dua,l and personal bearings.

| It partakes in a measure of a na,t;lon;Ll movement, and I
‘Thust eonfess that when I heard of its ,WidesPrea& character 1 felt
conSidg,mblyf relievad, ~ For we all know how in individual-cases-
some hasty word or unwise aetion may hring on unexpected trouble,
and then be t&ken.hold of as cauging, or even Warrantin§, a riot, but
‘when a dozen cibiss one after tha other are visited, houses pillaged
anl proparty destroyed, the most natural cenclusion we can draw
is that there eannot in every case have been the hazty action or the
unwisa utteranca , bat that the rioting is carried out of set purpose.
- When we a1d to that the fact that in the very gidst of i 'm{ofﬁclal
‘pr ﬂanntxon is 1ssued a.fﬁ "m ' ng the truth of those vile a,nd @ﬁlum-
nioas reports which ha,ve been Qpread abroa,d the Who,le movelnent
'l_parnkes of & general and _.Qn"- might almost S3Y»: semL-n@tlonal
_"cha.ra,cter H@Eé ‘then, I 8ay, is ‘the dlﬂerﬁncﬂ between the p,resent

‘and the formar riots with Wluch we have had to do.
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We are dealing tod ay W1th rlotxr‘r on an unpvecedented
geale, anl the question arises whether, on the ground of a common
hamnity, irrespaciive of nationality, we are not called upon to
probest azainst ramoant rowlyism undar offizial sanchion.

Life it i+ trua’has been spared, and in this we may draw
o, disbinztion Habwaan £23 Sielhann rioks and tha Armenian ptrocities;
bub, thy vy iffsving in Aazees, thers are paints common to both ;
and as in that case joing action has been taken by the Powers to
prevent a razarrence of shose scenes of rd disorder, today we seek
by righteous dealiny and just governmant to pravent th» repetition
of 512 Sz2litwu paraacations, Formy own puwt I have classed these
oathraaks with the kidavoi: 13 of slaves, and ags 11 blus matter the
Powars have determinal to se1z= a Slawva Dhow wherever it is seen,
so let Charistian Nations combine to syppress the mad rioting such
as Szehuan has witnossed.

We are proposing to bring our suggestions before the
‘Ministers coneerned. This may, or may no', be the best method to
accomplish the end desired,— I had myself formed a different
plan, bu’ wiser men than I deem this the m st effective ; and it
‘Wil_l I trust at any rate strengthen the hands of those who are
seeking to put matters right, Tt is no light or easy matter to
accomplish but it does offer to Christian Gpvernments one of the
best opportunities of teaching righteousness to the Chinese Govern-
ment, and we all know that mptll that lesgon is learnt, phma. can
‘never be great or free.

That China nceds sugh a lesson, those who have lnd to
‘d> with tha riotg of tha past have bazn taught only tqo plainly.
Ona of tha mast pinfal ev)ame,u 23 I had in connectlon with the

Wasaeh riot was th convietion forced 101 ma that in negotla,tmg
atslemiat of £ evyd, tira repr seabative of the Vieeray was seek-
*1* hOvV luﬁtle Lie coull cede to tla FJL“I"J"I’, rut‘ler than what it
W3 mghb to d). R gatsoa.:nesg seu:nad a. smondavy cons1derat1on.
‘Whaa tharafors an opdianity’ llke tha presena ocours, it seems to
“bs our bounden duty, as a boly of Chmsbmn men, to do what in us
lies to hold up the hands of those who are contending for the right,
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A1 T havy evar Ty 11, in tha listla exnovience I have had, that
British Ofsials have faithfully gnd determinately stood out for right
an | righteonsnass, and now tliat 5o serious and widespread a move-
men‘, as Szchnan records, offcrs to thege in yower an cyportunity
to pre nch this lesson to the Government of China, we do well to aid
them by all proper mz2an3 within oar power, and therefore I move
the Besolution.

The Resolution was seconded by fhe Rev. Arthur Bonsey,
who said : — To my mind, mnch force isadded to this Eesoluticn
by the fagt that it has been moved by cpe so well Lrown
t_hfoulghoub' China, and at Lome, for his stndied moderation and
llumagne views, We are met this morning to diseunss, as calmly
and dispassionately ag possille, g cresticn «f yital impcilerce to
ourselyes and to the woeyk in whicl) we ave all engaged.  But this
qnestion is larger and far more imycitrnt 1lirn ¢ g it aflects merely
onrselves ang the interests of our work, for it deals witl; the integrity
of tue Ciiyese 0 sial cl wsses in their relation to foreigners gener-
allv. It is a question which gces to the very root of all intercourse,
soeixl, diplomlz_tt‘i,c, “cominercial, and mission_gry, betwe}b‘n Chuia
anl of)y: masigns.  Cliiny rega._rds' Lierself, and wishes to be
re ;i la] by oﬁ!;ar.s, as a.gj_lvjlizleal Pywar. This Resolution points
out that in order 5 be 80 regarded, she must not only undertale to
protec} from injary and ingult all tmewnels who, for lawful pur-
po-es, dwell within her boy Iels. but 1]3at, ¢he must honestly and
smcerelv t.ﬂﬁl this un du‘tnl ine.  Thore are, in reality, the best
f 1e‘1'z.¢'1,s of China who compel her fo fulfil all legitimate obligations.

()nv ble hren in Sz¢hnan Jiave not had to suffer because
of t‘nen' l’u‘Lh. It is uot as margyrs to the eause of Christ that they
lnwo been ho und 21 oat of their homes to wander from place to
:p.ln,ge amid perils a.'ld trials which have harrowed all our hearts
ail called forih our deepect sympathy. This series of outbreaks,
cavefully planued, as it scews to us, by persons cf influcnce and
aut: 1or ‘ty, was occasioned simply y by the fact tLat the persecuted
folk were foreigners — barbarians.

I, indced, tuis persecution had come upon our brethren
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solely on account of tie'r Christian faith, it is nct il ely {hat we
5 :0ull have met here to-day to pass such a Disoluticn as tlis; 1.or
woild they have wishad i, The ease. however, is of an entirel

diffsrent vature, and 1, for one; f3el that v e are uot culy justified in
pussing this Resolution, but ihat the present stzte of things in
China urgently ealls for just sueh & strong exypression of our united
opiniou as it coutains. Morzover, #s this opinion is the result cf
muxli observation, and cf a wide experience of (hincee life and
maﬁnér_s, it should, we think, be of some service to tliose who
are eixdea.vouring to solve the prol lcin of thete anti-forcign 1icts.

We donat inany wav sésk rivengs, but only thas simpie
jabtice which no truly civilized eduntry cah withcld, and which
civilized Powels cannct, fcy lerg; allew lees civilized Dowers tb
ottkage, as, for instdnee, hi these uijustifiable attteks on defenceless
an 1 lawabiding forefgners in Széhmun,  Wo are not asking fot
extriordinary favours,but unly for that en‘ety of perscn axd j10-
petty which China professes that she iz able and willing to
guarairtee to all foreigners who sijeuin within Ter tetitery, Ny
owii experience corvespehcs with that of eilidds wlo lave syl on,
that the masses of the péople are friendly to fdreigners, so long a%
they are left to themstlves. So far as the people are conceineil
evaeybling daponds ujoa the atittde of ths offiziais. Iu past
riots it has freqiently happenel that only the subordinatély
gailty, and even innocant people, have been punishel, whila
the principals huve escaped.  We desire, in the interest of
China lerself, tliat no sach miscarrage of justice shull oceuy this
time.

Too much streis carkct Le1s’d cn (e cdavee wWhich deals
with the opening of Hanan. We arz persaaded that in this lies thie
peaceful solution of most of onr difilcultics, I have 10 doult
that to the mind of the IIunanese, distance dces, indeed, lend
‘enchantment to their view of foreigners. But all the anti-foreign
litaratare which emnates from that provines goes to prove that
the foreigner hated and abhorred in Hunan is not the real article,
‘but a. malignant, cruel, and horrid mouster, a huge distortion
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‘causad by thiz hazs of ignorancs and ths actisity of foul iﬁmoin-
ations. It is at our poril, it 18 at the peril of thz peaca of the Valley
of the Yangtse; that this province is ail »wéd to rériain closed, a
prey to such gross afid dangercus superstitions. Let Hunan be
opened, and let the lives of foreigners in that province be securely
guarded, and in a short time not only will Hunan becomne qu et,
but a disturbing element will be annihilated, which, at present, is
a cinstant moanaza 0 th piase of other purts of tha Empire.
The third Resolution was moved by Mr. Archibald. It was:

Tha$ copies of the a3t R2solution be sent to the M'nisters, and other Representatives of
the Governments concerned, and also to the Secretaries f our respective Sccieties.

I regard it as a grave reptroach to the Foreign Powers
that these riots have been allowed to go on year after year, without
any effectual steps be'ti y taken to bring them to an end. It is sim-
ply beart-breaking to think of the valuable lives which have been
sacrificéd, the immense amount of property destroyed, and the nu-
nerous friends whose health has been ruined and careers blasted, all
‘because the Powers decline to show a little earnestness in dealing
with this matter. With the Chairman I ain satisfied that there is
‘probably no necessity to fire a shot, if only some Power would put
its foot down and say it would stand this thing no longer. 1 am
glad this meeting has besn lLeld, and that we ave to bring our
views under the notice of the Ministers, who 1 bzlieve will be pleased
to-get tham, a3 thay will graatly strengthen their hands. It is also
wcll to seud them to the Secretaries of the various Missionary
Societies, whio could do & great deal at home to secure that atten-
tion is paid to the riots this time. But, while collectively we are
taking this action, I wish to remind all that there is u g eat denl
which each can Jdo ialividually. There is no need to say that it
ought to be a mater of constaub prayer with usall that these trou-
bles may speelily cease. Bat in prépartion as we pray so ought
we also to work. At jrescnt what is most needed is to try to
enlighten and influence pablic.opinion. This can be done by cor-
respondence ; by writing to the Press—and 1 am glad to say that
the Press ia China i3 always ready to receive and ‘emphasize com-
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manieations Deaving on this subject—and also by the eirculation
of siitable literature, [ am glad to know that the proceedings of
the present meeting will be printed in full, and in addition to what
aay be done by the Comnittee, I hope each one present will
wake a poinl to give them a wide circulation.

The Rev, Martin mlvall, in seconding the Resolution, said;
£ do so with the greater pleasure becanse I ean from personal ex-
perietce hear witness to the muelh more friendly character of the
Szehuan people, as compared with the Chinese of other pafts. Per-
sonally, T have no difficulty in appealing to Governments for aid in
such a matter as thig, for surely if it 18 right to try and get them
to help in delivering China from the eurse of the opium trade, still
wore s it right to stir them up to put an end to these riots, which
are the cause of such untold harm to natives ag well as to foreigners.
I bope we shall ‘persevere, and if need be make effort after effort
till the end we aim at is attained.

The Rev. 'I'. Bramfitt, Dr. Gillison, Mr. Milward and
A, W, Gl Terrell also spoke in support of the various Resolutions.
Having appointed the Rev.- Grifith John, D. D., the Rev. David
Hill, the Rev. Joseph S. Adams, and Mr. John Archibald as
i Committee, with the Rev. A. Bonsey as Secretary, to take further
chirge of the matter, the meeting was brought to a closs. |
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