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The Kurtauli lease is a new institution dating
from a very few years back...There is growing up in
our midst and inspite of our efforts of beneficient
legislation, a system under which the ryot mortgages
his entire holding and the very site of his house for
period probably extending beyond his own life-time,
redemption being contingent on the repayment of a loan,
the ryot, to use the common expregsion, is selling him
self body and soul into hojeless servitude. '
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My opinion is that in no instance within the last
six years st least have ryots entered into any large
ocontracts for cultivation of the crop and that with the
exception of factories which have extent of chur lands cul-
tivated, the indigo cultivation is in no instance the result
of free agency but that it is compulsory. Qdl srE R
2u¥lsty 824l #9° &g 3—First, I believe it to be unpro.
fitable and therefore I cannot believe that any ryot
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would consent to take up that cultivation as it does
serious pecuniary locs to himself. Secondly, it involves
an amount of harassing interference to which no free
agent would subject himself. Thirdly, from the considera-
tion of the act of violence to which the planters have
been compelled to resort to keep up the cultivation
as proved by the criminal record of Bengal. Fourtbly,
from the admission of the planters themselves that if ryots
were free agents, they would not cultivate indige. Fifthly,
the necessity, under which the planters state themselves
to be of spending large sums in the purchase of Zamin-
daries and other description of rights giving them territo-
rial influence and powers of compulsion without which they
would be unable to procure the cultivation of indigo.
Bixthly, the statements of ryots and the people generally
in the districts, in which I bave been. Seventhly as soon’
as the ryots became aware of the fact that they were
by law practically free agents, they at once refused to.
contihue cultivation, ‘
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» To,
Mr. M. K. Gandli.
At present in Motihari.

- Wheréas it Las been made io appear to me fromw
the lelter of the Commissioner of the Division, ocop)
of which is attached to {lis order, that your presence
in any part of the District will ondanger the public
peace and may lead to serious disturbance .which.  may
be accompanicd by loss of life and whereas urgeney it
of the utmost un;vortnnce

Al
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Now, therefore, I do hereby order you to abstain
from remaining in the District, which you are required
{o leave by the next available train.

‘ (8d.) W. B. Heycock,
16th April, 1917, Distriot Magistrate, Champaran.

+ To,

The District Magistrate of Champaran.
Sir, ’

Mr, M. K. Gandhi has come bhere in response te
what he describes as an insistent public demand and to
enquire into the conditions under which In@ns, work
on indigo plantatfons and desires the help of the Lecal
Administration. He came to see me this morning and I
explained that the relations between the planters and
ryots had engaged the attention of the Administration
simoe tho sixties, and that we were particularly con-
cerned with a phase of the problem in Champaran now;
but that it was donbtful whether the intervention of &
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stranger in the middle of our treatment of the case
would not prove an embarrassment. I indicated the
potentialities of disturbance in Champaran, asked for
oredentials to show an imsistent public demand for his
enquiry and said that the matter would probably need
reference to Government.

1 expected that Mr. Gandhi will communicate
with me again before he prccceds to Champaran, but 1
have been informed since our interview that his object
is likely to be agitation rather than a genuine searoh
for knowledge, and it is possible that he may prooeed
without - furtber reference. I consider that there is
danger of disturbanee to the public tranquillity sheuld
he. visit your district. I bave the bonour to request you
to direct him by an order under Section 144 Cr. P. C,
to leave it at onee if he should appear.

I have the homour to be,
i,
your most obedient servant,
84/ L. F. Morshead, o
Commissioner of the Zirhut Division,
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» Sir,

With reference to the order under Section 144 of the
Criminal Procedure Code just served upon me, I beg
to state that I am sorry that you have felt called upen
to iseue it and 1 am gorry, too, that the Commissioner
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‘of the Division has totally misinterpreted my position.
QOut of a sense of public responsibility, I feel it to be
my daty to say that I am unable to leave this District,
but if it so pleases the authorities, I shall sabmit to
the order by suffaring the penalty of disobedience,

I must emphatically repudiate the Commissioner's
mgastlon that my object is likely to be agitation. My
- desire is purely and simply for a gemuine search for
"knowledge. And I shall continue to satlsfy it so long

as 1 am free.

16th April, 1917. M. K. Gandhi.
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With the permission of the Court I
would like to make a brief statement showing
why I have taken a very serious step of
seemingly disobeying the order made under
Sec, 144 of Cr. P. C. In my humble opinion
it is &' question .of difference of opinion
between the Local Administration and
myself. I have entered the country with
motives of rendering humanitarian and nati-
onal service; I have done 50 in response to
s pressing invitation to come and help the
ryos, who urge they are not being fairly
treated by the Indigo planters, I could pog
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render any helpwithout studying the problem.
I have, therefore, come to study it with the
assistance, if posmble of the Administration
and the planters. I have no other motive -and
can not believe that my coming can im any
way disturb public peace and cause loss of
life. I claim to have considerable experience
in such matters, The Administration, how-
ever, have thought differently. I fully appre-
ciate their difficulty and I admit too, that
they can only proceed upon information they
receive, As a law-abiding citizen my first
instinct would be, as it was, to obey the

order served upon me, But I could not do
go without doing violence to my sense of
duty to those for whom I come. I feel that
I could just now serve them only by remain-
ing in their midst. I could not, thereforé
voluntarily retire. Amid this conflict of
duty I could only throw the responsibility of

removing me from them on the Admmmtmtmn.
I am fully conscious of the fact thata person
holding in the public life of Indla a poant;on
such a8 I do, has to be most oareful in get-
ting example. It is my firm balief that in the
complex constltutlon u,ndsr which we . a.m
hvmg, the only safo and hononrable qom
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for a self-respecting man is, in the circumsta-
nces such as face me to do what Ihave
desided to do, that is, to submit without
protest to the penalty of disobedience.

I venture to make this statement not in
any way in extenuation of the penalty to be
awarded against me, but to show that I have
disregarded the order served upon me not for
want of respect for lawful authority, but in
obedience to the higher law of our being-the
voice of conscience.
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» Very occasionally brief paragraphs appear in your
columns alluding to Mr. Gandhi and his so-ealled mission
in Champaran but it is more than evident, you have no

appreciation of the harm he is doing and has already
succeeded in doing.

When the local authorities Ffirst became aware of
Mr. Gandhi’s threatened visit they very wisely, and
correctly, took action {o restrain him, but on appeal by
him, this order was upset by the Provincial Government
and Mr. Gandhi was permitted to conlinue Lis mis-
chievous intention. He wanted to go to a village in the
Peepra factory <dihat’ and thereby encourage the
villagers some of whom were under trial for severely
assaulting the European Sub-Manager, but Le was stop-
ped by the local authorities aud awailing the order of
the Government Le occupied himself in Motikari, accord-
ing the ex-parte statements of some hundreds of Peepra
and Turkaulia concern rayots who were iudauced by his
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entourage to come to him. When Government ord
were rcceived vevoking the earlier proceedings he pas
on io Bettiah, but his doings in Motibari bore fruit e
shortly after his departure an outwork of the Turkau
concern was burnt down, I may here say parenthetica
that of my 20,000 rayots (more or less) not a dozen n
attempted to go near DMMr. Gandhi, and of these -
majority went out of curiosity pure and simple and no seri(
charges of any kind were made. So in this matter I h
no ¢ personal ’ quarrel witu Mr. Gandhi. Naturally

arrival in the Bettiah Sub-Divisisn was objected to

both planters and officials and tho former sent a dept
tion fo Ranchi to try to gei the (overnment to put
end to, or at any rate keep under some control I
Gandbi’s activities. This resulted in the local offici
and Mr. Gandhi beiny sommoned by wire to attenc
conference in Bankipore, which ended in Mr. Gandl
being permitted to return and continue his doings n
more uncontrolled than ever and clothed the rayot’s mi
in tlie garment of recognition and approval by Gove:
ment. He visited_ a village in the Dhakrba Taectc
« dihat ” the rayots of which in his presence and bef
the 8. D. O. and Yactory Manager, foully abused
Hindustani the Yactory Lead-servant, and while }



ek

WY Aov [G4d—cl. 3-§—1o=—yR\wd {F-3y
AR AAAL 2 Ny 30 2R [ avdi ooy 3o

Gandhi was still in the neighbourhood, but not actually
within sight, assaulied and grossly maltreated a most
respectable old man, who, too aged and infirm to walk,
bad come in a cart to make statements in the Factory’s
favour and finally two days or so later the factory
office was set fire to and burnt down. There can be no
possible doubt in auy reasonable person’s mind as to
cause and effect in both this and Turkaulia incident. But
everybody who deservesto be in a position to know, knows
that the whole movement is matricious (?) malicious and
Champaran has peen selected for the exploitation of it
for the following reasons:-There is practically only one
proprietor (Malik) in the whole District-the Bettiah Court
of Wards Estate i. e. the local Government. In Tirhut
and Saran most villages are owned by several small
share-holders, many residents, and agitators who
would venture to go in there and act, as he has been doing
here, would meet with short shrifts. The engineersof the
movement have no desire to get up against the Maha-
rajabh of Darbbanga. 2 Champaran with its large
Community of European Zemindars is eminently the
place to start, with hopes of success, a class agitation.
Mr. Gandhi, I believe, is a well—untentioned philan-
throphist but he is a crank and a fanatic and is too
utterly obsessed with his partial success in South Africa
and his belief that he has been ordained by the Providence
to be a righter of wrongs. To be able to realise that,
he is being made a cat’s pow of by ( 1) Pleader, and
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Mokhtears etc. who know that planters settle free,
gratis and for nothing at least 75 p. ¢. of disputes
amongst rayots which would otherwise be grease to
their mills; (2) Mahajans and money-lenders whose
usurious dealings with rayots have been greatly checked
and who cannot now, owing to the action of the planters,
acquire the debtors best lands without the consent of

... 3dlords; and (3) by Home Rule politicians who
hope .io demonstrate on the, for tbem, happy bunting
ground of Champaran that officials and non-officials
go hand in hand to oppress the population and so
prove that tho District and incidentally all India
is being misgovernad under the British Raj. What do
these people care for rayo's save to make use of them
for their own purpose ? For the protection of the
property of ihe Champaran planters, one and probably
only one step is essentially necessary and that is the
removal of Mr. Gandhi from the District. The extreme
forbearance of the planter has so far prevented the ont
hreak of any very serious disturbances, but unless
Government can see its way to protecting them, they
will unavoidably be forced into tasing the steps mece~
ssary for thyir own protection.
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