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Q Did you or anyone for you go to the scene where the mis-
treatment of the prisoners was alleged to have taken place

to make an investigation of any of these complaints?

Yes, there are many instances. The.:» was a case of mistreat-
ment of prisoners of war during the b ilding of the Burma~Thail

Railway and 1 ordered a court martial a this connection.

Was there any other personal investigation made of ccmplaints
made by the United States and Great Britain after 7 December
1941 with respect to the mistreatment by the Japanese
Covernment of their captured American and Sritish prisoners
other than the one that you have just ment'ioned?

I myself heard rumors of mistreatment of prisoners of war at
Batean and when I was in the Philippines, I inquired of the
Chief of Staff who informed me that the "march" was due to
the lack of transportation and there were no cases of

atroc ities.
Who was the Chief of Staff at that time?

Lieutenant General WACHI,

What was the approximate time that you were in the Philionines
and made this inquiry of the Chief of Staff?

This was 5 May 1943.

What was the approximate date that the "Batasn March® took
place?

I do not remember the date, but it was in the early part of

1942,

How long after the "March® was it that you heard of the mia-
treatment of American troopaf

Those rumors came to my notice late in 19,2 or eorly in 194,74
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Regardless of what the sources of these rumors were, from how
many sources did you hear them - how many occasions did you
hear them?

1t would be dif fMcult to say how many times 1 have heard these
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But it did come to your notice from the rumors that deaths
occurred as a result of the march, did it not?

Yeo,.
How many deaths had occurred, according to the rumors?
This was not mentioned in the rumors.

Did not the rumors indicate that the de.ths were caused by

the physical condition of the troops who had been requested
or forced to march?

The rumors only stated that the prisoners were marched :long
di stances in the heat.

How long before you discussed tliis matter while you were in
the Philippines with the Chief of Staff was it that you had

heard these rumors?

Perhaps two or three months before this date, but I do not
recall.

How much time did you spend discussing this march and this
matter with the Chief of Staff while you were in the Philippines?

This was not the main subject of my meeting with the Chief of
Staff. 1 had many other important matters to discuss with him

and this was cne subjact that was involved.

How much time was spent discussing this matter with the
Chief of Staff?

I cannot say definitely how long we discussed this as 1t was
one of many subjects.

Have you no idea whatsoever as to the amount of time you spent
discussing it with the Chief of Staff?

I am uneble to say definitely how long.
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Prior to the time that you discussed it with the Chief of
Staff. had not the American Government made a written
complaint through a friendly nation to the Japanese
Governmment about this very matter, setting forth the
details in connection with this march and in connection

with the deaths of several hundreds of American troops?

A I 40 not remember well but perhaps a complaint was received.

G Was thet matter discussed at all at any of the bureau meetings
t+hat were held weekly or bi-weekly, that you recall?

1 do not remember. but if a complaint was received, it would be
discussed at the meeting of bureau chiefs. e

Had this matter of the "Bataan March® and the deaths of

American prisoners as the result thereof been taken up with
the Chief of Staff prior to the occasion when you discussed

it with him in the Philippines, as you state?

It was the first tirs that I took it up with him, but if a
complaint was received from the United States, I am sure it
must have been sent o the Chief of Staff through the
Prisoner of Yar Information Bureau.

Do you know, of your personal knowledpge, that this matter was
taken up with the Chief of Staff on any other occasion than
when you took it up with him during your visit to the
Philippines?

I was acting as Prime Minister and War Minister and 1 was not
able to attend to details of this sort. These are
lef't to the discretion of the chiefs of departments concerned.

Do you know, of your personal knowledge, that the matter had
ever been taken up with the Chief of Staff other than the time
you took it up with him?

I have no recollection of this having been transmitted.

Did the Chief of Staff indicate whether it had been taken up
with him before when you discusced it with him?

No, as + asked him about this.

~—

it just what 4o you mean by that - it had been taken up
with him?

The Chief of Staff said nothing about this matter ever being
taken up with him before 1 mentioned it.
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S50 that, as far as you knew personally or he indicated to
you, this is the first time it had been taken up with him

by any official of the Yapanese Covernment?

1 am not able to state definitely if this is so or not.
W#as there anything said by him to indicate to the contrary?

I am not able to answer this definite.y and I cannot speak
for the Chief of Staff.

Just what d4id you say to the Chief of Staff in connection

with this "Bataan March® and the mistreatment of American
prisoners.

I montioned that there were rumors of this desoription and
wanted to have hie explanation,

What explanation did the Chief of Btaff give?

The Chief of 8taff explnimd that due to laek of transpert
facilities; the prisonere of war had to mareh lenz distanees

in the heat and that there was =ome suffering, and deathe
rnaultedu

Did the Chilef of Staff etate durins this conversation with
vou what diatance the prisonere had been foreed to mareh?Y

Oeneral MACHI was not there at the time of the mareh and did

not give me any detailsg. He was not regpepeible for this
L} 4TS f.t.;'h "

Whe wae fesponeible foF the maroR?

General HOMMA woull natupally be regponel ble

Pid you see General HOMVA whilse yeu were i the Philippd nea?
Nog HOMMA had returtied 6 an'&hu

Had you Been General HOMMA ih Tapan at afy tife after the wap
started and bBefore you weAab 6 the Philippines and spoke te
the Chief of Btaff oh this Mattei?

No, 1 d14 not meect him when he returned 4 J BPans
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Q

How long prior to the time you discussed this matter with the
Chief of Staff in the Philippines was it that HOMVA had
returned to Japan?

I d0 not remember when he returned to Japan.

Were you aware of the fact that HOMMA was in Japan during the
period that he came %o Japan and remaihed here?

Yes.

Did HOMMA report to the War Depariment here in Tokyo during
the time he was in Japan after the beginning of the war with

the United States?

Perhaps he did report at the War Office, but I did not meet
him-'

Did you or anyone else discuss with HOMVA while he was here or

at any other time, the rumors of the deaths of the American
soldiers in the "Bataan March"?

I 344 not ¥now of these rumors at the time he returned to

Japan and I do not kmow of anyone else having discussed these
matters with him. When he returned to Japan, it was merely
said that he had returned after e very successful campalgn.

Did you or any official of the Japanese Gove mment ever
discuss with General HOMMA the matter of the deatns of the
American soldiers resulting from the "Sataan March*?

I do not know if this matter was ever discussed.
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