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Having first duly sworn an oath as an attached sheet and in accordance
with the procedure follcved in my ccuntry I hereby depese as follows.

On this l1l3th day of Jan., 1947.

AT TOkyO .

ITA, Daisaburo (seal)

1, TSuGITa, Dalsaburo hereby ertify that the above statement v.as

worn by the Lepunent, vh2 arffixed his signature and seal thereto in the

presence of this witness.
On the sane date, at the same place

V.itness: /&/ HANAI, Tadashki (seal)

I vas the chief of the Bureau of lLegislation in the HIRCT.A Cebinet

from harch, 1936 to February, 1937.
The EIROTa Cabinet Thich came into existence follewing the 'February
26 affair', had as its mission a rigid enforcement of military discipline,
the calming down of the people's mind and the establicshment of a peaceful
diplomacy, Iremier hIKOTA adnered to this policy consistantly. At the
first Cablinet conference held soon after the inaugural cermony in March
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1936, he made an important statement as follois: ""hen I presented the




Cabinet members list today, the Emperor told me firstly to conduct civil
administration in accordanca with the provizicns of the Constitutiou,
sécondly, no%t to ecrdiuct d:iplcomaey Far»ibly and tni-é.y ro avoid any sudden
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change in the finencizl situsricn. T an geang to render my services to the

PR I . | ‘
State jobedience tc tue lijeria wwnlen, s0 1 Bope therasfore every one o1

you %ill coopercte wi:h me. ALy 2l 3ters resnaetlally agreed. In this
connection, in my diary of Mareh 2 i in Yaur of <35 1 vrote the
folloving deseription:
"Narch 9

About 9 a, n., Ir. Lai ASAKT, Takukichi ren; me up. Secretliy asked if
I would accept the direcrcrship of the Burecau of Legislation and consented.
At 9.30 1 was surmoned, vent to the Premier's official residence and paid
respects to each linister. ‘ent into the Cabinet room. The Imperial
opinion confided to the Fremier vhen he presented the list of Cabinct
members: Firstly to govern according to the artieles and caapters of the
Constitution. Scceondly not te conduct foreign policy by forece. Thirdly
avold a sudden change in the financial situation. Bach ldnister understood
the point of the Finance Minister's talk. The Var Minister eaid he —as
sorry for the Inclident ani he would take care that such an event should
not occur agein in fvturz." The part of the said diary referring to the
har Minister's talk shows a firm resolution declared by him to enfcree

military discizline cocnozidering the Februery 26 Ineident,

fhe reason wny the HIFOT4 Cabinet reformed the Army and Navy ministries
official orgarizaiion vas to enforce military diecipline. It was at the

extrordinary secssion of the Diet in May 1936 that this reform bill vas
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introduced into the Jabinet from the Arny and Navy Ministries. The military

and naval authoritics e .lained, "The Army aud Navy Ministers have the

1

duties of suyervisine t.oop: belornging the suprcme commard, of maintalining
the Thity of the army; therefore
Qually they themse’ 28 1n4ast s0).C. - o Yo the supreme command,
vhat 18, cn the aectiva lig e tale 1s brovglit out by the faet that
all of the War and N=vy Ministers tere soldiers on the active list uince

the reform of the govermment® crganization in t! : second year of Taisho
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1215, (i.e. the reform in whieh generals and licutenant-gencrals on

the reserve list tiere 2i.zo alloved to become Ministers) lol., scon after
the Incident. xoonly feelin the neccssity of restiicting the linisters to
officers on the sctive liegt in orde: rength he ver of tlhe linistcrs,
vO0 enforze military Adisslpiine 2 ' LidLy erve unity, ve iatead to
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nalie the system cerresrond with actuality oy foming the government ot~
ganlization." uwhk:cn 1 asked them the mecaning of, #Soon after the Incicent
we Keenly fecl the ne.ess?ty vl resizistiing the Maistsesrs to the officers

ligte ¥ $..3y ansuerad as Toilowe e will place several
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senerals and lieutenant-

the reserve list bur uncder the existing system some of them could become
war Mainistcr in fulace and eovid bring about sucll a disgraccful event as

the February 26 inc . .aent or an even more *icus one thua that. 1In order

to prevent such a calam’ty, ve ints rakc tne system onc under which

generale ana lieutenent-pgcnerals cn the reserve list cannot become Minlsters. "

Morcover thc Vice -Ministers of Var ard Novy said, "As the Frremier has

to this bill, te + nt it to be pasecd quickly.®. After 1




asked the Fremier about that. I prepared a Cabinet biil and submitted it

to the Cabinet conflercnce.

In the conference Fremier ITRCTa asited TEFAUCHI, the Army Minister,
and next NAGANO, the Navy Minister, "™will this reform not lead to a situation
in which those commanded to form the Cabinet 11ll find it difficult to ap-
peint future Viar and Navy lMinisters¥" They both ans ered, "Therec is no fear
that such a situation +7ill arise."™ 'Tith this exception, no special ut-
terance as made and the bill wvas passed in its original form.

I did not acertain how each Minister thought about the bill and why
he consented to it. OCnly Mr. BABa, the Finance Minister, expressed Lis
opinion directly to me vhen 1 spoke vith him about it before the confcrence.
"Enfcrcement of military discipline is a serione question in hand and a very
difficult task, but the %War Minister is resoclved to take it upon himself
and carry it ecut at any coste Iov that he cagerly disires@ this reform 1in
order to perform the task, the Cabinet reforms the government organization
to save his face but in return for that, he shall enforce military discipline
thoroughly. That is the best course for the Cabinet to take, I think."

Thus he indicated his consent to the original bill.

There are some who hold that the reform caused the army to participsate
in politics aftervards. 1 will reclate ocne or tvo facts as material for
judging vhether this observation is right or vrong. The formation of the
HIRCTA Cabinet naturally took place before the reform of the Army and Navy
Ministries anc to chooseé ministers from gencrals and lieutcnant-generals
on the reserve list vas still permissible from the legislative point of

vieve Informing his Cabinet hovever, hRIROTA met ith scveral decmands from
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the Army concerning the selection of the Ministers and if he rejected thosc

demands, it vas feared that he would be unable to get an Amy Minister,

TTe

s attempt tc ferm the Cahinet met with sreat diff
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sculty; he continued

negotiations for about a veek after he had received the Imperi«l mandate

and durin: that time the fecrmation 1 €s in danger of aborting,

out @inally, after acceding te most of these de mands, he suceeceded., In

thls casz the system under vhich Ministers could be se cted from generals

and lie utenant-gencrals on the reserve lis

- .

the army froia partieipating in polities.

I
Next, .hen the XKO9IS0 Cabinet 1 rmea 1n July
m
(1

oile 194)), the Var and Navy llinisters verec reguired to

licutenant-generals on the active list in accor dance 1.ith the government

organization of the lTar and Navy Ministrics, but Admiral YOF.LI v ho vas on

-

the reserve list was appointed Navy Minister. In order not tc conflict

With the rules of the government organlzation hovever, admiral YONAI vas

Placed on thc active list just before he 1as inaugurated, 1vith the speecial

considcration of the Empcror. In tliis casz even the reform could not

prevent a geucral officicr on the reserve list from ccoming Navy Minister.

(\ .:.'.n. I.:_.L
In accordanc: vith my conscicnee I si.ear tc tell the hcle truth

w1lthholaing nothing and adding nctihiz

/S/ TSUGIT.., Daizaburo (seal)
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Clarke, ef the Defensc language Branch, hercby certify
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the best of ny Knov.ledge and belief,

1 correet tranelation and
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48 possible to the meaninz of th. '1ginal docurment.




