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TELEGR. 1" IN C/IPFER/ (Secret’ Cinher Process)

/T.N. Pencil vnierlinings in original underscored once by type-
writer; ink underlinings in original underscored twice by
typewriter/ ' .

‘Left Berlin 26 March 1942, 0854 hours:
"rrived Tokvo 26 March 1942, 1915 hours.

Embassy Tokvo . .
No. 378 of 26 ¥arch 2.5 e _ o LR

Confiential B, FOR /MB.SS.DOR PERSON.LLLY

In convers~tlon with imbzssador OSHIM.. on 23 March .I
geve him more detailed statements on tke present' situation
in which I started with the very bad prospect facipng Russia,
the atmos»tere of deen denression existing in fact among- tre
- leesding vpoliticlans in England, and thé gigentic confusion-
.reigning .in resz1ity in the United States witk its blustering
armament propaganda. 'If now the opponents' propaganda tried to
keep us from orofiting from our victory it was all tre more
necessary that we counter it withk full utilization of the
weakness of our oppeonents! position and bring to fruition in
s verv vear the boldest conceivable strategic plans.

Germany would this av_t.-'zau-_ definitely maneuver Russia Into a
position which would eliminate it as a decisive.factor in tre
war. /s a follow-up we then proposed to:pust forwar’ into the
Near East, in o der to shake honds with. Jepan.  Jzpsn,-too, -
wes' confrented with a sitr-tion wherein the safcguardlng of 4ts
eonouests to date could only be assured by the final annihilation

of our-enemies; therefore the Tripartite Poct powers "should"

vn "tiis ¥ therbolc piMtaryQffensive operztions
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bases on Madagascar and that Burma
would be completely. occupied. JAbove all,'Ebwcver, I believed
thet an advence of ‘the Japanese armies against Vliadivostok
anc¢ in the direction of Lake Baikal would be of especial -
significance. - Naturslly we éi2 not expect anything of Japan
Wﬁicp wou 3 its power for Japan's strength was also
'Ekiev?¥friﬁega ; & this year for
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an atta¢ck on Russia, this woul? materially contribute to
Russia's renid an”® finzl elimination as an opponent in the

wer in view of the latter's steadilv deteriorating »osition,
Even now, the nutritional and economic_situation in Soviet
Russia was dreadful accorcing to renorts reashing us, and the
Russians were litersllv devouring each other in many districts, .
as a captured Russian general stated recently. Russia hrad
already lost 10 million of 1ts best soldiers, while our totzl

losses since tre outbrezk of war bad only been abuut 237,000
1e2d 2nd 750,000 wounded, and of the latter ot least 500,000
to A00,000 ¢ovld agein be used in the war, at any rate, the
German ‘rmy was much stronger today thsn iggp_zeer and rezsdy
for tre new offensive which /would be cdirected/ azainst the
since frieghtfully Adecimzted Russian army. There wes therefore
no doubt That we Would attain our posl In Russia. Together
witk the common vush of tre /xis and Japan to the Indian Ocean,
this blow would decide the war. If trinss yent this way, the
BritisFk Empire would collense in the foreseeable future, and
the T.S.’., wovld then be unsble to do anything serious either
to vus or to Jeroan,

Ambassador OSHIN/ sgrced fully and comdletely with my
views. TO be sure, he bad received no officisl communica-
tions on the Javenese intentions, but would do everything on
his own initiative to decide his government to undertake the

| — e ——— W ——

advance acainst Vliadivostok and East Siberis. this year, as he
2lso was of tre opinion th2t suck a good ooportunity would never
return, Following this up I spoke further with the %mﬁa$$adqr

on the future Tconomic cooperation between the Europe- _
ffrica Snhere under the leadership of the /xis on the one hsnd

- and the Greater Erst Asia ..rea under the leadership of Japan

on the other, in which connection I disignated as the goal

a laree-scale economlic agreement with preference for the
partners provided for and thiré parties, Americe in particular,

gggluﬂeﬂ.gs far -as nbggible.,_ﬁ_ilxm;glllgggeE looking as far _
ahecd as mossible, between the Tripartite Pact Powers must
form the besis of it._ The main outlines for economic coopera-
tion shall as soon as possible be laid down in z skeleton

agreement,

OSHIM’! emphasized tre snecizl significance.which such an
agreement would have as a substitute for an? transfer of the
heretofore existing economic ties between Japan and the U.S.

We have in view a new discussion of trkis question in the ver

near future. BT _ , .

I impart tke foregoing to you for your versonel informa-

tion and also for suitable use in your conversations tierg¢.with
influential Japanese individuals. g -
| RIBBENTROP -
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‘Left Berlin 26 March 1942, 0854 hours. ' |
*rrived Tokvo 26 Merch 1942, 1915 hours. | | o)

Embessy Tokyvo -
No. 378 of 26 March h o7 L A

Confidential B, FOR .MB/.SS/iDOR PERSON.LLY

In converS"tion with (Lmbassador OSHIM:. on 23 Harch.I

geve him more detalled statements on tre present’ situation

in which I started with the very bad prospect facipnpg ' Russia,

the atmaosntere of deen-denression existing in fact among- the

leading politicians in Eneland, and thé gigentic confusion.
rcigning in reclity in the United States witk its blustcring |
armement propaganda. If now the opponents' propaganda tried to
-keen us frﬁm nrofiting from our victory it was all ttke more
necessary that we co counter 1t witr full utilizgtion of the
weokness of our opponents' position and bring to fruition in

s verv vesr the boldest conceivable strategic plens.

Germany would this gear-definitely'mqneuver Aussia into a |
position which would eliminate it as a decisive. fgctor in the
wer, Is a follow-up we then proposed tp:pust forwars into the
Near. En ast, in o der to shake honds with Jepan. Japan too,
was confrented with a2 situv-tion wherein tke safrguardin of its
eonauests to 7ate could only be a2ssured by the final annihilation
of our: enemies* therefore’ the Tripartite Puct powers 'should"
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an atfagck on Russia, this woul? materially contribute to
Russia's renid an® final elimination as an opponent in the

wer 1n view of the latter's steadllyv deteriorcting 2sosition,

Even now, the nutritional and economic situation in Soviet
Russia was dreadful accorcing to renorts reaahing us, and the
Russians were literzllv devouring each other in many districts, -

as a captured Russian generﬁl statcd recently. Russia rad
already lost 10 million of its best soldlers, while our totzal

losses since tre outbrezk of war bhad only been about 237,000
2e2d 2nd 750,000 woundied, ané of the latter a2t least 500,000
to A00,000 covld again be used in the wer, at any rate, the
Germqn frmy was much stronger today than last year and ready
for tre new offensive which /would be cirected/ azainst the
since frightfully Aecimsted Russian army. There was therefore
no 4doubt That we ¥6UI3 aftaln our gosl in Russia. Together
witk the common oush of tke /xis and Japan to the Inﬂ%an Ocean
this blow would decide the war. If trincs went this way, “the
Britist Empire would cnlleonse in the foreseeable future, and

the T.5.". viovl? then be uneble to do anything serious EithFP
to us or tn J2van.

Ambassador OSHIN/ zgrced fully end comoletely'w1t my
views. To be sure, he had received no officisl communica-
tions on the J@UPnese intentions, but would do everything on
his own initintive fo decide his government to undertake the
advance acainst Viadivostok and Eagst Siberiz this year, as he
2lso was of tre opinion thest suck a good ovportunit would NEVET
return, Following this up I spoke further with the imﬁessadgr
on the future Economic cooperation between the Europe-

Ffrica Snhere under the leadership of the ixis on the one hangd
~and thke Greater Erst /sia ..rea under the leadership of Japan

on the other, in which connection I disignated as tke goal

a large-scale economic agreement with nreference for the

partners provided for and thircd parties, Americz in particular,

excluded as T ossible. A firm allianc looking as far _
ahesd as mossible, between the Tripartite Pac% Powers must

form the basis of it. The main outlines for economic coopera-
tion shall as soon gs ﬂossible be laid @down in 2 skeleton
agreement, .

OSHI¥/. emphasized tre s»neclzl significance.which such an
agreement wovlAd have as a substitute for an? transfer of the
heretofore existing economic ties between Japan and the U.S. ‘
Ve bave in view a new discussion of tris question in the very |
| near future.

I 1mpart tre foregoing to you for your oersongl informa-
tion and also for suitable use in your conversationr ttere with
influential Japanese individuals. - -
RIBBENTROP |
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I certify that this photostatic wopy of telegran No.878,
dated 26 March from Ribbentroo to Tokyo is a true print
of microfilm contained in the files of the U.S. Strategic
Sombing Survey, Office Secretrry of Wer, ¥ashington, D.C.,
which microfilm was made of documents taken from the files of
the German Embassy in Tokyo, Japzan.

/s/ Hillism S. J. Curle
WILLILN S. J.. CURLEY
C: pt o. &0
Chief, Intelligence
Branch
U.5. Stretegic Bombing Surve
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INTERNATIONAL FROSECUTION SECTION

Dec. Ne. 4092

ANALYSIS OF DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE

DESCRIPTION OF ATTACHED DOCIMENT

7 Jan 1948

Title and Nature: Telegram from Ribbentrop te German Embasgy,

Tokye

Date: 26 Mareh 1942 Original ( ) Cepy (x) Language: German

Has it been translated? Yes ( ) No (x)
Has it been photostated? Yes (x) Ne ( )

LOCATION OF ORIGINAL
IPS Doecument Divisien
SOURCE OF ORIGINAL: Strategie Bembing Survey
PERSONS IMPLICATED: OSHIMA
CRIMES T WHICH DOCUMENT APPLICARLE;
SUMMARY OF RELEVANT POINTS

This telegram deals with a conference with Oshima en 23 Mareh
comcerning Japan's participation intke war against Russia.

Translation of this document may be found in IPS Dosument 1290,

Court Exhibit 807.

Analyst; Lt Kurt Steiner

Doc. Ne. h092
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