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SUMMARY ¢

Mr ABE believed that the year 1937 marked the inception of
civilian defense 1in Japan when a spall city planning bureau
was established 1in the Ministry of Horie Affairs. It was
decided to place control of civilian jefense matters 1in

the hands of the police because they were organized nation-
ally fron the stote down to the local levelj because they
had authority over the people and also possessed One of

the best corrunication systemns in the Empire.

During his régine there were no noteworthy changes in
national planning =1though dispersion or evacuation of the
civil populace from urban 2reis subject to intensive bonbing

continued to receive greater consideration. At first
evacuation of civil populace wWas on the voluntary basis but

later the evacuation of school children was rmade nandatorye.
Energency housing and food supply continued to give grect
concern. 1Ihe national government received nany corplaints

and special requests for ~gsistance but they were toc busy

to gilve consideration to such requests and gent food to places
considered to be nost important at the nonent.

No definite policy of air raid shelter protection for the
public was established because they feared public reaction
would interfere with normal routine 1ife, Citizens who
could affort it were encouraged to build their own.

Because the Americans did not use gas in Europe, they were
confident it would not be used against Japane

after the American invasion of the Marianas Islands, the
people started to take 2 real interest in air-raid protection

mneasurececsSe ‘ =




INTERROGATION

Purpose: | To secure basic information at the national level

to determine what changes, if any, Were nade 1in
civilian defense policy during the brief tern
of the Suzuki regine, and to seek a clearer
definition of national planning during the sane

periOd ®

I.troduction: At the time of the interrogation Mr ABE was

not officially connected with the Japanese
Governnent, and appeared voluntarily =at our
request in the capacity of a private citizen.
He was nade acquainted with the purpose and
objective of the U.S. strategic Bombing Survey,
and the type of inform~tion concerning plans
and policy of the Japanese Governnent for
civilian defense that the dSurvey desired to
S(—:-‘-ek.

Symbols: Q - Question by the interrogatore.

Qe

Al

Al

Qe

Ao

L = Answer by the witness,
LT - Answer supplied by the interpreter.

Trace the histroy of Japanese civilian defense develop=-
ment from its beginning?

The witness indicated that he was not faniliar with the
progress of civilian defense plahning in the Empire
frorm its beginning, and was not fully informed concer-
ning measures taxen prior to his entry into the cabinet
as Minister of Foreign Affairs in 1941. He stated that
he thought as early as 1937 civilian defense was the
responsihility of a small City Planning Bureau in the
Minist»y of Home Affairs ot that time., This date
aprears to mark the concept.on of the first steps taken
toward the defense of the civil populace. Mr ABE
stated, however, that he would endeavor to seek fron
the official records riore inforrn-tion for us on this

subjecte.

Please give us the reasons for any subsequent changes
civilian defense night have undergone during your regine?

The witness reported no noteworthy changes in the nation-
21 planning, but stated thet dispersion Or avacuation

of the civil populace from the urban areas subject to
intensive borbing continued to receive greater consider-
~tion of the government. At first, evacuation of the civil
populace was on the voluntary basis, but later it was
decided to nake the evacuation of children of school age
mandatory. He was not responsible for the actual ac-
corplishment of the plan as this was a matter of
responsibility of the governors of the various pre=
fectures, but his Ministry assisted in every way possible.,

What were the principal problens OT difficulties con-
fronting the Civilian Defense Section of your Ministry”

The solution of such important and pressing problens ag
emergency housing and the supply of food for the bombed
out populace continued to give us great concerne. AlsC
the military defense of our home islands continued to

be onc of our principal problems. Ve generally fel?t
thet the success of ¢ivilian defense depended upon




the ability of our military forces to breek up the B-29
raids before their arrival over the target. There were
nlso great demands fron all parts of the country for

burncd out. e usually shipped these trucksly rail
freight to other cities.

AT, Mr 4BE continued tO corment on the subject of food su -

Qe

pply and the derands for various commodities fron strick=-
en citiles throughout the Erpire. He stated the national
governnent did everything they possibly could, and while
recelving nany conplaints and special requests for
assistance, they were entirely too busy to give any con=-
sideration to such reqguests, and sehtithe food to places
they considered to be the most important at the monente.

How ruch inportance Was attoched to civilian defanse by
the heads of the ATIY and the Navy, and how did they coop-

erate with your plans?

AT, The witness stated that during his regine no major difficul-

Qe

e

tiles arose with the Arny and Navy autrorities in civilian
defense natterse. He felt that they were fully cognizant
of the necessity for the prorpt execution of alldefense
reasures, and st-ted that on the whole, cooperation with
the nilitary forces *7as very goode

Did eivilian defense measnres*underZOjany'change vvith the
change of Prime Ministers?

There was no change of policy'with.the sdvent of a new od-
ninistration.

rlere civilizn defense measures actually abandoned as
useless at any period of the war?

T pelieve thot after the May 23=25, 1945 raids on Tokyo
civilian defense neasures in that city, as well as other
parts of Japan, WEIC considered to be a futile effort.

what was the ~ttitude of the general public as to 2ir raid
protection?

After the invasion by rmerican forces of the Marainas
Islands, people in Japan started to take g real interest
in air raid protection reasurese. Prior to that time
they h~d been unculy optinistic and felt thzt it was

not within the capacity of inerican forces UO deliver
devastating ralds on their cities, and consequently they
had no inducement Ior org-nization and training.

On what basis were the key personnel in the Civilian
Jefense Division of the Iinistry of Home Affairs sel-
ected. ©id they have a military or civil background, OT
both?

They were neither military oOr civil as such, but in every
case we endeavored to select good men of ability and
excellent characters. Politics was given no consideration
in their aprointment.

Can you give us the reasons why Japan did not have a def=-
inite policy of e2ir raid shelter protection for its citi=-

zens?




A, We did not want to unduly alarn our citizens concerning
the necessity for underground shelter as we feared it would
interfere with normal routine life, and have SONe effect
on war production. We did encourage citizens who could
offord it to build their own family air raid shelters.

Q. Did the national government render any assistance to the
large urban areas in the natter of fire apparatus pro=
curnent or financial aid in the purchase of the sane?

AI. The witness did not know definitely, but thought that
the governnrent did lend some aid in this direction.

Q. What was the gas defense policy in Japan, if any?

+T. They had no policy as such, and were confident that the
. Americans would not use poison gas against thenj taking
notice of the non-=use of poison gas by our forces in the

Europen Theatre of Operationse.

Q. Are you.familiar'with.the polciy of camouflaging factor-
jes, utilities and other important works?

AT. The witness has no knowledge of this problem, and states

that it was the responsibllity of the Ministry of Muni-

tions. (At this point the witness was shown a table of
organization.of civilian defense ot the Ministry of Home
Affairs Level indicating a section within this division
charged with canmouflage technique). He appeared to be
entirely unfaniliar with this sitatuion.

Q. Why was it decided to place SO rmeh control of civilian
defensc ratters in the hands of the police?

A, Beczise the police in Japan are organized nationally
fron the state jown to the local level. They would be
the vest organized body of people to administer the

Operation.of civilian defense measures because they had
suthority over the people. The police also pOSSeSS bne

of the best cormunication systens in the Enpire.

Qe Can you indicate to us the total nurnber of people engaged
in the various categories of civilian defense at the ter=-

nination of hostilililes, and 21so at what period was
recruitnent at it's peak?

A. I do not have the figures in nind but will take steps to
procure then for you.

Q. Yere statistics on casualties and property destruction
kept by the Air Defense Headquartersj; were the records
kept at the time of your resignation, and are the files

available at the present time?

Al. It is Mr ABE!s impression that the records were as COne
plete as it was possible to keep them, He also
believes that the files are available at the present

time,

The interview was concluded at 1220 hours, 8 Oct 45.

At this point, vice-Chairman Paul H. Ngytze continued
the interroga%ionof Mr ABE, report covering which will

be supplied by Lt (jg) Gorham,




