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1. Early in September 1945, the Deputy Chief of Btafl,
ADFEAF, (Colonel liarion C, Cooper), interviewed Prince Fumimare
KONOYLE, Japan's iMinister without Portfolio and Prime liinister
in the Fall of 1941, prior to Pearl Harbor. That part of the
interview quoted below has intelligence. value and may serve
as hackground for future interrogations of Prince KOnOY: aos
well as other senior Japanese officials. It 18 not for publli=
cation or release to the press.
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5. Prince KONOYE said that the aerial sinking of Japan-
cce vessels and the B-29 aerial mining of Japanese harbors were
equally effective as the B-29 attacks on Japanese industry in
the closine stages of the war when all food supplies and criti-
cal moterials were prevented from reach in the Japanese nome
islands. He stated that the air blockade became increasingly
-ffective as United States aircraft were able to rcach, both
by day and by night, to the Chlna coast, He further stated
that losses from acrial mining were not as great os from direct
~ir attack, nevertheless, this type of acrial attack was declw
sive in rcnderine the few surviving vessels uscless.

CaUSE OF DLIFEAT 3

3. Prince KONOYE said he bclleved Jepan faoced defeat
somc time before the Atomic Bomb wns dropped and that betore
the dropning of the Atomic Bomb, B-29 attacks on Japanesc in-
dustry, especially that located in tho smaller sconters, a4
snnihilated Japan's productive power to such an extent el aich
she could ro longer continuc any sustaincd fighting.

SURREHDER DECISION:
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4, Prince KONOYL gave this account of the finol stirrender
decision: "The Janancsce cnbinet wns unable to come TO an fgrees=

MENT « Tour of its mombers ~nd two from the Imperial General
Headguarters constituted o council to mnke The most immortant
decisions relatineg to war. They werce the Prime :linister, the

Minister of Yar, the lilnister of Navy, the Forelgn Minister, the
Chief ~f the Imperial Gerncral Stafl, anc the Ohiel of the Naovel
Staff. After prolonged discussion, thesc six voted -- three LGE
war, three for peace, In & desperation move, they presc nted
themselves to the Emneror who, after listening to thy arguments
pro =nd con, made the decision vhich wltimately ended the war,




