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Peking-Tsinan Air Service Inaugurated

Great Crowd Attend Ceremony.

A Milestone in Aviation in China.

Brilliant sunshine and a great crowd of Chinese and foreign guests
and interested onlookers favoured the inaugurtion of the Peking-Tsinan
aerial service at Nanyuan yesterday. As became such an epochmaking
event the ceremohy was planed on an elaborate scale by the Aeronautical
Department. A special pavilion had been erected for the speech-making
and after the first machine had taken to the air on route for Tsinan, the
structure was used for a tea party. Incidental music dispensed by the
band of the ministry of War enlivened the proceedings at intervals, while
many of the invitation of the Department to participate in flying trips on
a Vimy Commercial piloted by Captains Lewis and Jones. Lieut.
T. Y. Chen, flying an ‘‘Avro,”’ was the stunt artist of the afternoon.
At exactly 4. 45 p.m. the Cheng Ku (the name of a Vimy Commercial
aeroplane) to inaugurate the service left the aerodrome for Tsinan carrying
a full load of passengers and 600 lbs of mails, which were destined for all
parts of the world, Major Batterson (the senior pilot at Nanyuan) was in
the cockpit with Lieut. Tsao. The passengers included Colonel Holt
D.S. O., C. M. G. (Adviser to the Aeronautical Department) representa-
tives of the Department and Chinese Post Office, and the correspondents
of Reuter, the Associated press, Kokusai and Chung-yi. The interested
spectators shouted or waved their greetings as the great machine taxied
along the groand preparatory to taking the air, and some hundreds of
photdgraphs must have been taken. Every body a greed that it was
a fitting to send-off a real harbinger of progress in ‘‘backward China’’ and



many were the congratulations extended to General Ting and the Depart-
ment officials on the success of the opening ceremony.  Aviation in China

found a milestone of considerable importance in yesterday’s event.
The Department’s Enthusiasm.

General Yin Chang (representing the President) said, the service
could be likened to a child jnst startingto walk. That child would
certainly grow and after it Jearnt to walk it would be able to run (laugh-
ter). He hoped the air service would likewise grow up: but he knew it
would with the enthusiasm that was being put into the work. At any
rate’’ added the speaker, amid langhter, “‘we have the zerviee and that

is better than none at all’”.
The Premier and the Future.

A message from Premier Chin was then read by General Shu
Chin-Yuan translated, it read:

I must express my pleasure that the Peking Tsinan Air service
is being inaugurated to day. I consider that aerial transport is one of the
best means of communication, as it has the close ties with the development
of commerce, as is unanimously agreed in western countries. Aviation
of course is in its infancy. The line that is being opened today has
depended much on the co-operation and enth usiasm displayed by the staff
of the Aeronautical Department, and we must also remember the help that
has been rendered by the provincial officials and gentry. The service
will be the model of a network of commereial aviation services.  We must
not forget the kindness, of the representatives of friendly nations, and the
members of the Aeronautical Departinent will have to do their best to
jl;stify the confidence that has been replaced in them. They will also
have to gain the confidence of our people in their venture and to popula-
rise a real constructive air policy. It must be regretfully admitted that
the present state of our finances will not help the service to a very great
extent, but the utmost help that is possible will be accorded by the
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government. We ein also help it in other, It way it is our earnest hope in
the near future there will be a system of services from north to south and
from east to west of our vast country. Then we can hope to compete
with fereign countries in the advancement of commercial aviation. But
it must be pointed out that progress to a great extent depends on the
enthusiasm displayed by the personnel of the Department which must
always seek to Improve its efficiency. It iz to be vegretted that the
Government has not been able to establish schools in all provineces and
also that the number of students sent abroad has been limied. The
service now inaugurated 1= only a part or section of the Peking-Shanghai
line and the staff we have now 1s just sufficient to cope with the demands
upon them. When future =ervices are established the technical section
of the people must be drawn upon. and recruits will be badly needed.
‘How to achieve progrss in this direction must be left for the time being
to the minds of the members of the Aeronautical Department who have
the necessary experience to qualify them to make suggestions. It is hoped
that their cooperation tn this not worthy enterprize will result in much
advancemant to the cause of aviation in China, and thus to China itself,

(Loud applause)

“‘I sincerely hope that these words of the Premier’s’, added

Greneral Shu, “‘will be taken to heart by my audience.”

General]Mo Tsun-chin also spoke on behalf of the Commander of
the First Division. He congratulated the Aeronautical Department on
its achievement. Progress in aviation in China, he continued, had been
much quicker than Progress in the Army and Navy. He was amazed at
the Progress that had been attained in the last eighteen months. Tt
should act as o spur to the other services; for it was evident that the
Department did not mean to rest on its laurels, but would persevere in

its splendid pioneering work. (Applause). ‘
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General Ting’s Speech.

In opening the Proceedings and welcoming the guests General
M. XK. Ting (Director of the Aeronautical Department) said:

To be honoured by the presence of so many distinguished guests
and good friends at the inauguration of the Peking-Tsinanfu Air Service
1s a great gratification to myself and my colleagues. As 1 am aware that
it is upon the opinion of the public towards it the success of an enterprise
like this depends. More particularly we desire the good opinion of the
learned class which is gathered here on this occasion. We have to look
to you for counsel and advice and assistance to help us to overcome the
many difficulties and imperfections attendant upon the pioneerring ear of

our Aeronauticat organization.

People of this country used to think that there existed no pressing
need for an Aeronautical organization in China and their objection were

mainly based upon the following three points:~

First, that since the last few decades the country has been much
weakened by the expense in training the Army and Navy at an annual
cost of mere than $200,000,000 to the Government Treasury. Was it not
then questionable whether it was wise to incur further expenditure on the

Govérnment in the form of an Aeronautieal organization?

- Secondly, on aceount of finaneial stringency, eduecation and indu-
stry have not been fully developed. Would it not be proper for these to
enjoy precedence before aviation?

Thirdly, from the point of view of communication, should we
not first devote our attention to the construction of railways, roads and
canals?

With all these points I heartily agree, but only to a certain extent,
for on a further analysis of our present conditions and requirements it

will be readily seen that they are in turn open to the following questions:-
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First, the weakening effect of heavy expenditure on the nation
<cannot be denied, but the reduction of the army by one or two divisions
will not materially affect their garrison duties. Applying the equivalent
of their annual cost to the development of Aviation and considering the
results that can be achieved, does this organization not seem to be a

profitable bargain?

‘Secondly, it is again true that education and industry are only
partially developed, but we must remember that aviation is not undertaken
at the expense of education and industry; on the contrary it is one the
most modern developments with a multitude of constructive possibilities
unknown to us heretofore. Will it not then form: an aid and contribution
to the advancement of education and the growth of industry? Thirdly
it does not seem essential or wise that we should, in fostering modern me-
thods of communigation, follow pace by pace the footsteps of other nations
in their process of evolution. We must benefit by their experience and
develop these various branches simultaneously. Moreover, the cost per i
of railway is $10, 060 to $30, 000 while for aviation ground organization 1t
is only $300 to $500. Railway would take eight times as long to build.
Again, the speed of a train is only  to 1/3 that of an aeroplane and places
that offer immense obstacles for railway construction are no bar to the
development of aviation.

It is well known that most of the air routes in the various coun-
tries are not paying propositions, and that they are subsidized by the Gov-
ernments. Why? Not because they have money to throw away, but
because an 'ilidustl'y connot bhe put upon a profitable basis unless 1t s
fostered through its infantile stages. The improvement in the manufae-
ture of machines and the patronage of the public cannot be expected
without the air service is actually put into operation. As our old saying
tells us, we cannot pick the fruit without first sowing the seed. It there-
fore becomes our duty to persevere in our efforts to develop aviation and
this Peking-Tsinanfu Air Service is but the small bebining of what we

hope to do. (loud applause).



Summer air Service Between Peking and Pei-Tah-Ho.

In every summer, great many foreign and Chinese people go to
Pei-Tah-Ho to enjoy the cool weather there. Many families of high
officials and big business men spend summer there too, although the
heads of the family, with their time oecupied by many business, can
only visit their dears at Friday or Saturday and should return Peking
at Sunday. For the convenience of these people, a summer air line
between Peking and Pei-Tah-Ho is inaugurated at suggestion of Col. Holt.
A station between Peking master has been sent there to make all the
preparation. The aerodrome at Pei-Tah-Ho has been chosen at a
barren field of Chi-Tu-8an; that at Peking is at Nanyuan aerostation.
For the sake of being only a temporary business, time and economics are
carefully considered. The building at Pei-Tah-Ho gerodrome iz very
simple; there is no hangar; the machine is covered by shed in order to
keep off the attack of weathering. The aeroplane starts fromPeking to
Pei-Tah-Ho at 3 P. M. every Friday; and return from Pei-Tah-Ho
to Peking at 8 A. M. ev-ery Monday. Fare for single trip of a pass-
enger is $60: for return trip $100. Each passenger is allowed to carry
30 pounds satchel; the size of which shall be such as not make any
incovenience for other passengers. On aeroplane, there is a table for
passengers to play poker on their journeyv. The line between Peking and
Pei-Tah-Hois 387. 14 Kilometer or 241 miles long; with the machine to
make 80 miles per hour, it will complete the journey and _get on land
within 2 hours 53 minutes and 40 seconds. The line, besides for passen-
gers. carries also muils and valuable articles. The air service stamp
can be get from any post office; valuable articles must be received
delirered by Civil Aeronautics Bureau. The Aerostations or Cookerson and
Co. The date for starting the business was originally planed on July 26th;
but for the barren field of Chi-Tu-San being the property of Kai-Lan-Min-
ing Bureau with whom some Arrangement has not yet been settled, it is

delayed to August 12th.
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Peking-Tsinan air Line Carries Passengers.

The section between Peking and Tsinan of Peking-Shanghai Air
Line has been regularly carrying mails from July Ist. Tt is planed, for
the convenience of travellers, to carry passengers also.  The fare in either
direction for single trip is $30. The tickets are sold at Civil Aeronautics
Bureau, Aeronautical Department, or The Aerostations. But the date for
starting the business is not determined.

Employment of the Graduates
of the School of Aviatien Administrotion.

Most graduates of the school of aviation administration are assig-
ned to the positions of different sections in Aeronautical Department and
Aerostations, the rests ave despatched as apprentices in Peking Shanghai
Air Line Administration Bureau and different Aerostations.

Aviater T. H. Chang Engaged by Aeronautical Department.

Mr. T. H. Chang, a returned Chinese student from U. 8. A,
has been engaged by the AeronauticalDepertment as a Pilot Instructor
in Nanyuang Flying school. He is a graduate of Virginia military College
and has received a complete course of Aeronautics in Diggins Aviation
School. He bas passed the examination for International Pilot Licence
and bhas practiced for eight months the pascenger carrying and military
flying services. | '

News of Foochow Naval Colliege.

The purpose for the establishment of Foochow Naval College is
to instruct the students to build up Submarine and Aerc:)p]ane. For
difficulty to raise the fund which is necessitated by Submarine-construction,
it is decided that from next term the first class of Submarine Construetion
shall be converted to that of Aeroplane Construction.

"~ On a certain day, the Aeroplane. which is construeted by this
college, flew around Foo-Chow city several times at a height of about
3000 feet and then returned to Makiang. The time spended was only 27
minutes.
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Firgt Flight Since the Establishment of
Aeronautical Department of Eastern Three Provinces.

CAt 7 A. M. July lIst., the pilots of Aeronautical Department of
eastern three provinces flew up each a machine in the sky above
Mukden city for 40 minutes. This is the first flight since the establishment
of Aeronautical Department in this region.

New Director Assumes Official Duty.

General Pan Chu Ying, the Newly appointed Director of Aero-
nautical Department has assumed his official duty at noon July 15th.
All subofficials of this Department interviewed him with duly form, To
them, the Director declared that he will continue his predeceesor’s policy

and expect every one to do his duty.

Aeropiane in the Civi! war Cetween Kwangtong
- and Kwangsi Provinces.

Before the issue of order of mass attack, the air corps of Kwangtong
brought all their aeroplanes with the appendages to the front with differ-
ent troops and surveied at Koachow several times of their enemy’s
position. High above the city of Woochow, they had distributed the
eircular warning the people to evacuate the city within 24 hours of which
the people paid no attention. Later the air corps actually dropped 7 or 3
bombs and the eity was in fire until it fell into the hands of Kwangtong

army the next day.

At Pinpan, Kwangtong and Kwangsi armies were equal in
strength; with many days fighting, neither had got victory. Later
Kwangtong army threw towards Dar Pin 8i 300 pounds bombs, against
which Kwangsi army could not stand and rvetired towards Kiangkow.
It is also reported that an independent devision of Kwangsi army was
totally killed by a big bomb of Kwangtong air corps without the escape of

one osldier.
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First Trying Flight of Peking-Tsinan Air Line.

The Aeronautical Department originally planned to start Pek-
ing-Shanghal air line this month, but for incompleteness of preparation,
it was decided to start on July Ist. Peking-Tsinan section. For the sake
-of precaution, the Aeroplane ‘'Ta Pon’’ made a trying flight on June 27th.
It left Peking at 7: 50 A. M., arrived Tsinan at 10: 15 A. M., returned
from Tsinan at4: 50 P. M., and safely arrived Peking at 7: 30 P. M.
From every point of view, this trying flight was very satisfactory.

Exémption of Duty of Valuable Articles Carried bg Aeroplane,

The Aeronautical Department, before starting Peking-Tsinan Air
Line, pétitoned President and Premier to exempt all foreign and Chinese
valuable articles carried by aeroplane from internal duty. The petition
‘was refered for consideration of Tariff Department. For the fact that the
valuable articles carried by Aeroplane is a new affair in China and
Peking-Tsinan Air Line is just starting for business, the necessity of
encouragement prompted the Department to resolves to sanction the peti-
tion for three months beginning from July lst. to Oct. Ist. after which the
duty should be paid just as if the articles were carried by steamship

and railway.




