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CHARACTER

PORTRAITURE".

Cardinal ALBERONI.

Fiteeied I' the PiGure of a Man confifted only.
pitd . Bl in ‘the Defcription of his Body, I
.fhould foon finith. the Piece before
SEERES| me ; for it were enough to fay, that
the Cardinal is a little Man, in-

clining to -be far, having no Beauty in the
Lineaments of his Face, which is too broad,
and his Head too big: Bur the Eyes, the
Windows of the Sox/, difcover at firlt view
the Greatnefs of Alberoni’s, by a Luftre, ac-
B company’d
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com,pany’d with an uncommon “Sweetnefs
mix’d with Majefty, and he knows how to give
his Voice fuch an infinuating Turn, as renders
his Converfation always agreeable and charming.
So much for his Body; we come now to his
Mind and Manners. There are fome who main-
tain that the Defire of Glory, of a great Name,
of Immortality ; in one Word, Ambition, i$ the
firlt Principle of all the A&ions, Steps and De-~
figns of this Cardinal; I for my part without
Flattery dare to affert, that the Glory of the
King his Mafter, the Greatnefs of Spain, and
the Happinefs of the People are his only Aim,
and the Point which he ever keeps in View in all
his Undertakings; fo that when orice he is con-
vinc’'d that amy one of thofe three is concern’d,
he . fpares no Coft, and dares do any thing that
he may fucceed. Being an Ialian, and confe-
quently fenfible of the cruel Pleafure of Ven-
geance, he knows not what it is to pardon an
Offence, and if he feigns to defer his Revenge,
’tis only that he may work it with the more
Certainty and Violence; but he has none of
the Faults in him which are commonly met
with in thofe whom the Ancients ftil’d novos ho-
mines ; for without forgetting his former Con-
dition, he keeps the high Rank, to which For-
tune bas advanc’d him, with the Gravity of a
Spanjfh Grandee, but feafon’d with that peculiar
Supplenefs fo natural to the Zalians, which cor-
reQts all that is offenfive and infupportable in
the Haughtinefs of a Grandee. As a Minifter
of State, he keeps up all the Prerogatives of
fuch a one with a high Hand, which indeed
does not gain him the AffeGtion of the (c,;vran-

, ees ;
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vaft ‘Monarchy muft expe®, whenever a Peace
pertiifs this Minifter to enter into an Exami-
nation of all the Parts of the Government, to
fe¢ her Provinces under a better Regulation,
her Commerce more flourithing, her Naval
Force - more confiderable; her Armies bester
difciplin’d, and in 2 Word, her Power augment-
ed to fuch a degree, as will return to her the
Honour of the Ages of the Charles’s-and Ferdi-
nands, without the Oceafion of reproaching
Alberoni with a haughty Stiffnefs, of which per-
haps he had never been guilty, if he had been
at' the Helm -of Government of a Nation not
fo fenfible as the Spamiards of what they call the
Point of Honour. _
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"Alberoni for Study, fo that they took care to
‘teach him what we call hamane Lgarning. -

The paffionate Defire he had to .beconte an
Pable Man, as the only Means to bring him out
‘of ‘that Obfcurity in which he was born, made

him improve himfelf as much in a fhort Space
‘of Time, as others do in the Courfe of many
“Years. Neverthelefs it muft be ownd, that
this Study appearing very dry to him, he ap-
‘ply'd himfelf to it only as far as it was in-
'difpenfably neceffary ; and learnt juft enough
.to fay, that he tolerably underftood the Lan-
guage. ‘ :
" Thofe whom his lively, fupple and infinu-
ating Temper render’d his Patrons, procut’d
him the Officg of Clerk-Ringer in the Cathe-
dral, by which he got Money, made a better
Figure in Life, and gain’d the Friendfhip of.
all Perfons with whom he had any Bufinefs.
Several Canons of the Cathedral were of this
Number ; not-the leat Opportunity offer'd
‘wherein he could do any one of ’em Service but
hé catcfully improvd tr, and became fo agree-
.able to them all, that ypon occafion they ftrove -
to do him a Pleafufe ; hé took care not to neg-
{e& fuch favourable Difpofitions, and having
diftinguifh’d thofe who had'the Ear of the Bi-
thop, requefted their Intereft with him to grant
him the Tonfure: They did not meet with
much- difficulty in* obtaining a Favour of this
Prelate, which he -could fcarce refufe them.
This firt Ceremony was foon follow'd with
the inferior Orders, fo that he faw himfelf in-
fenfibly at the Point of being invefted ‘with the
Bacred Chara&er of the Priefthood, and yet out
?f a Capacity of artainihg it, becaufe:he had

Lo - Lo

’
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-no Patrimony ; without which, at"lealt in Ap-
pearance, 'tis 2 Law of the Churdh, efpecially

_in Italy, that no Perfon fhall be ordain’d Prieft.:

Any other Man might have been'dafh’d to
pieces againft fuch a Rock, and there was not
-the leaft Appearance that Alberoni con’d get

" clear on’t, efpecially in a ‘City where his. Ex-

traGtion was known, and where any one but he
would - have thought himfelf very happy in his
Fortune, -and not have aim’d at any higher Em-~
.ploy than that which he held as Clerk-Ringer ;-

-but he carried his Views further, and it was

not without Defign that he fpar’d no Pains, no
Submiffion, . nor Flatrery to procure Friends
-and Patrons : He united them all upon this Oc-
-cafion, wherein they might crown all their-
good Offices by obtaining fomge little Benefice
for him, to. ferve him in lieu of a Patrimony-5
he fucceeded, and by confequence receiv'd
Priefts Orders. Then he quitted his Employ
in the Cathedral, to .go and {pend fome Time
in the Family of the Vice Legat of Romagnia,
réfiding at Ravemna the Capital of that Pro-
vince. : -

M. Barni, the Vice Legat, admitted him
into his Family with Pleafure, hearing by Fame
that he was a Man of a brisk, gay Temper,
and his Company ¢very way fit to diffipate the
Chagrin @ an irkfome Solitude; nor was he
miftaken in his Man, and Alberoni on his Part
improv’d the frequent Opportunitiés he had of
conferring with the Vice Legat, fo far as en-
tirely to gain his Friendfhip and Confidence ;
{o that M. Barni being nominated to the Bithop-
rick of Placentia, Alberoni found out a.Way to
make himfelf deceffary in a Town, with ;hcf
R cille
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and Patrons ‘among the greateft. Noblemen,
whom he had occafion to attend, for he never
left his Pupil, who thought it alfo a Pleafure
and a Duty to introduce him to Perfons of the
firft Quality. L

* "We will leave our Abbot at this famous City,
where Fortune had fuch diftinguithing Honours
in referve for him, and make a little Digreffion
to fpeak of the Farnefe Family, whofe Grandeur
and Intereft became fo dear to him after his Re-
wurn from Rome. - . :

. ‘Duke Ramucims II, Father of the Duke of
. Parma, at this Time Regent, had three Sons, vrz.
Edward 11, ‘by his firlt Wife, who was Margaret
of Savoy, Daughter of Vickor Amadess 1. and by
his fecond Wife Ifabella of Modena, he had
Fyancis 1. and Anthony.

In 1690, Prince Edward marry’d the Princefs
Deorothea Sophia of Neuwbourgh, Daughter of Philip
‘William EleGor Palatin, Sifter of the Emprefs
Mother, and of the Queen Douager of Spain;
by this Marriage he had only two Children, viz.
Alexander . Ignatirs, who dy’d in 1693, fome
Months before his Father ; and Princefs Eliza-
-beth born Oflober 25, 1692,

- ‘Duke Rarnucims dying a Year after his eldeft
Sen, the Dutchies of Parma and Placentia, and all
the Rights of the Farnefe Family devolv’d to
PDuke Francis I. who was born-the 19th of May,
1678 ; and ‘in. 1695, marry’d the Princefs his
Brother Eduward’s Widow, by 3 Difpenfation
from Pope Zimocemt X1I: Hitherto he has had
1o Children, and.is not very likely to have any,
for his Princefs is juft going into the soth Year
of her Age, fhe being born the sth of Fuby
1670, For this"Reafon it was believ’d, that
. Antbony,
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‘Anthony, the only -Heir of the. Farmefe Family,
would have marry’d his Coufin the Princefs Eli-
zabeth, in order, by fuch a Marriage; to re~
unite all the Titles of Succeffion. - -
As it will be peceffary to fpeak more than
once of this Family in the Sequel, of this Hif~
tory, I think it may not be amifs to trace its-
Origin, and to enquire how it became pofiels'd:
of . their Dominions, the rather, hecaufe the
Original of the faid Pofleffion is, at this Day,
the Subje& of a very knotty Debate among Po<
liticians. L T,
The Chief of this Family was Banucins Farvefe,
" General of the Forces of the Church in r4324
under Pope Eygenins 1V. ‘The Grand{on of this
Ranucins was advanc’d to the Holy See in 1649,
and took the Name of Pau/ IIl. This Holy.
Father, before he was rais’d to:the Pontificate,
had both a Son and a Daughter. . Thefe ware
Cafes neither rare nor infamous in thofe Times;
" when Perfons, oblig’d to Celibacy by.the Laws
of the Church, educated their Children publick-
ly, tho’ born before their Advancement tq Eceler
fiaftical Dignities, by a natural Conjun&ion,
warranted by the fingle Security of a private
Conlcience. This holy Father, like fome of his
Predeceflors on the fame Occafion, happily
match’d his Daughter Conflantia to  Bofio 11, of
the Family of .ngfa, and created his Son Pezer
Lewis Farnefe, firft, Duke of Caftro and Cameyin ;
and then of Parma and Placemtia; by which
Means he united four rich Fiefs of the Church
in his own Perfon : For ’tis given. out at Rome,
that the two laft Dutchies have held only of
the Holy See, ever finc€ Pope Fulins 11 took
Pofleffion thereof, by Confent of the Emperor
L : { B Moax-
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at the LeQures . of his Papil the Abbot Barui’s
Mafters. .. ...

Abbot ~ Alberoni’s Condu& was highly ap-
prov’d by .the ‘Officers belonging to the Reti-
nue of the Fremch General, before whom: they
fo often talk’d .of the Smartnefs of his Repar-

. tees, and the. Pleafantnefs of his Converfation,
that that Prince was defirous to admit him-into.
his - Family. Happy Interview; that at firlt

ain’d for our Abbot the Efteem, fcon after the:
%'ticnd{hip, ‘and at laft the entire Confidence of
the Duke of Pewdofm, who continually calling.
him his dear Abbot, took ne delight or-eafe but
in his Company: So that the Courtiers, who

- were fenfible of the Afcendant 'this Stranger

had gain’d upon their General, fpeedily began
to give him frequent Attendance. Alberoni had,

a watchful Eye upon this Occafion, and not
fuffering himfelf to be intoxicated with the
Fumes of Flattery, that were often very ful=
fome on the Part of the Officers who furround-
ed him; he convers’d with them after fuch a
Manner, as if they were the Favourites, and

" he their humble Servant. The Duke of Par-

ma’s Agent was one of the firft that perceiv’d
the powerful Influence Alberoni had over the

French General ; fo that he made ufe of it to
very good Purpofe in promoting the Intereft of
the Duke his Malfter; even fo far, that being
perfwaded that the Abbot would prove more
fuccefsful than himfelf at the Duke of Pendofm’s
Levy, he advis’d Duke Francis to give him the -
Commiffion with which he was honour’d : Thus;
to the great Satisfa&ion of the Fench General,
he faw his Favourite come back with the Cha-
ra&er of an Agent, after having been nominated

to
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to a Canon’s Place in the Cathedral of Parma.
This Commiffion lafted as-long as the Duke of
Vendofm continu’d .in Iraly ; and Alberoni ma-
nag'd his Mafter’s Bufinefs {fo dextroufly, that
the Imperialifls being continually apprehenfive
that the Duke would admit a French Garrifon
into his Capital City, (if he were- provok’d)
they durft not give him any ‘Difturbance.

The Publick Tranfa&ions were carried on
after ‘this Manner till the beginning of the
Year 1706, ‘when the Duke of Vendofm was re-
called, 'and the Duke of Orleans fent to {upply
his Place: Then the Scene was chang'd ; the
Aé&ion at Pianeffe, follow’d by the Barttle' of
Turin, and the raifing the Siege of that Capital,
difappointed and ruin’d the Affairs 6f the two
Crowns in: ltaly, whére the Imperialifts.and the
Duke of Szvey began to be predominant.

The. next- Campaign,. the Duke pof Parma
was " firlt- of ‘all made' fenfible, that they had
fpar’d him upon no othet Account.than the
Confideragion of the near Approach of the Ar-
mies .of Framce and Spain: Thus they imme-
diately ‘fell into his Domrinions, and took up
Winter-Quarters there by Foice, exaing great
Contributions,. notwithilanding the. Protefta-
tions of the Duke: However, that Prince pro-
fefling himfelf to be a Vaffal of the Church,
and imploring her Prote&ion, was neverthelcfs
oblig’d to appoint the Governor Malpeli to con-
clude the following Agreement with thé Mar-
quilfs de Prie, the Emperor’s Plenipotentiary in
Iialy. ' :

C AR-
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ARTICLES agreed upon betweoen bis
Excellency the Marquefs ‘de Prié, as Ple-
nipotentiary of bis Imperial Majefly in
Italy, by wvirtue of an Imperial Diploma,
dated the fourth of May laft ; and the Il
luftvious Governor Francis Malpeli, De-
pusy of his moft Serene Highne(s the Duke
of Parma ; with the Participation and
Mediation of the Iluftrious Meffienrs

_ Count John Francis Marazzani Vifconti,
and rquefs Annibal . Scotti , both
Knights of this Community of Placentia ;
who, with the Approbation and Confent
of bis moft Sevene Highnefs, as appears

om bis Refcript datef the 20th of No-
vembe& ult, came to the underwritien
Agreement, upon the Regulation of the
prefent. Winter-Quarters, taken by Force
in the Dominions of Parma and Placentia,
apon the Entrance of the Imperial Troops
and their Allies, notwithflanding the Re-
costrfe bad at [everal Times, and the moft
preffing Remonfivances made by the [aid
Lord Duke, by Means of his Minifters,
a5 well a5 by the Communities of Parma
and Placentia; for the Eftablifbment o
a_good Order, and to avoid the greate
Pamages and Mifchiefs.

L
“ HE above nam’d Marquefs de Prie, in
“ the Name of the Emperor’s Com-~
¢ miffioner, -
}
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IL

: % The faid Lord Marquefs de Priz has con-
. defcended to a Dedu&ion of: five thoufand
£ Piftoles out of the Sum Total of ninety thou+
« fand Piftoles; ; and that en-account of and
“ by way of Payment for the Bread the Im-
« perial Army was fupply’d with in their Paf-
¢ fage thro’ this Dominion the laft Month of
o Auguft. o '
SR “HIL.

- € To fecure yet farther the Payment of the
¢ faid Sum relating to the Laity, and to make
& ir more cafy to the Country, it is agreed
¢_.by. an exprefs Cevenant,. that two Thirds of
“:that Sum amounting to 41 yoo: Piftoles, thall
“-be laid out in the-Month of 4pril next ; and
« the other Third of 31250, fhall.be taken up-

“ on the Bond, ‘two of -the moft eminent Bank-~
¢ ers of thefc Dominions fhall give, to pay the

« faid Sum at two feveral Times, iz. one half

« in the Month of Auguf?, and the other in
<«.the Month of Ofober of the Year enfuing :
« With thefe Sums, the Marquefs de Prie de-
« clares, that the Lord Duke has difcharg'd
“ the Feodal Obligations he lies under to his
¢ Imperial Majelty, &re.

~ The other Articles, to the ninth, relate only
to .the Manner of Levying the faid Contribu-
tions, and diftributing the Rations of Provi-
fions to the Soldiers. The ninth Article has
pefpe. to the Clergy, and is compris’d in thefe
‘Terms. S

“IX. To

-
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. To .make .the Ballance of the prefent
“ Quarters equal, and- to.eafe the Stare, all
* private Perfous  without Diftin&ion (thal
“« guarded -with .ever fo great Privileges) fhall
« contribute ; fince even his molt Serene High-
“ nefs himfelf fubmits to the Payment of 2
“ Quota of his Eftate. And in.regard that the
 Clergy, as well Secular as Regular, are pof-
“ fefs'd of a confiderable Part of the Lands in
“ the two Domirions, and have already contri-
“ buted heretofore to the Payments of Quarters,
¢ and ftill a&ually contribute to the fourth Part
 of what is charg’d upon the Laity, to maintain
" “ the Garrifons of Parma and Placentia. ‘The
“ Imperial Commiffioner referves to himfelf the
“ Power in due and lawful Fqrm, to exa& their
“.Share at the pro rata of 21250 Piltoles’; ‘for
“ which the Eftates of the {aid Clergy fhall be
“ fecur’d from. much greiter Damage they
“ might fuffer, if they were not freed from it
“ by the abovemention’d Expedient : Concern-
“ ing all-which Points, ncverthelefs, it is fo-
“ lemnly declar’d on the Part of the Laity,
“ that they will not be in 3n any wife con-
“ cern’d, or meddle with that Bufinefs in any
“ Manner whatfoever. -~ 77
In Witnefs whereof thefe Préfents are fub-

Aferib’d, & : The ofs de Pri
: Marquefs de Prie. .
1 ia. inthe - A .
AC{; 3“’2}!‘% :.'lstd- Francis Malpeli, Govermor .

el : . d . Delegate, o
vino, the 14th of Ff:: M T

PR -Marazzani Vifconti,
. December; 1708, Annibal Seorti . - :
. C3 ' This
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f¢ what is ftipulated in the ninth Head or Article
“ of the faid Agreement, in relation to the
“ Contingént or Sum of Money to be paid by
 the Ecclefiaftical Perfons, as well Secular as
* Regular, of the forefaid Dutchy. - We, by re-
“ fufing our Confent to it, declar’d not ob~
* fcurely, that the abovemention’d Agreement
“ could not be allow’d by us, but ought ever
* to be difapprov'd and condemn’d ; nay more,
= fevolving in our Mind how direful, and to all
‘;‘ humgane Powers terrible, Cenfures and Punith-
- ments, the Canonical San&ions eftablifh’d by
:¢ the Spirit of God appoint, and what dreadful
“ Imprecations the Church yearly denounces
“ againft thofe who. violate the Ecclefiaftical
.. Rights, take away the Geods of Ecclefiafticks,
. or dare to do them Damage, or to lay upon
.. them Burthens forbidden by Divine and Hu-
-“ mane Laws, We did by our Letters to the
“ faid Duke Francifco, written with our own
¥ Hand the sth of Famnary laft, plainly figni-
. fie, That all thofe who had rafhly prefum’d
Fa&ually to invade the forefaid Places, and to
“molelt and difturb them, and the fupreme
*¢ Jurifdi@ion which We and the holy Roman
Church have in them,: had incur’d the fore-
‘“ mention’d Cenfures and Punifhments, which
* fhould in no wife be remitted or difpens’d with
by Us: Hoping this Intimation would be a-
“¢ bundantly fufficient to prevail with thofe Tranf-
« greflors to return to their-Duty, and that:we
* fhould not be conftrained to proceed more o-
¥ penly to Severities. ‘ '
* But, as we are inform'd, rot only thofe our
f¢ Endedvours did not-produce the defir'd Effed,’
¥ but what is moft to bg lamenged, thefogﬁlid
S S “ Eccler

L}
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*¢ Ecclefia'tical Perfons, both Secular and Rego~
¢ lar, juftly refufing to pay the Contingent or Sum
““ of Money ftipulated by the above mention’d
“ ninth Head or Article, becaufe the neceflary
% Confent thereto of Us and of the faid See was
“ not only not granted, but as is faid above,
* was exprefly refufed by Us ; with unheard of,
# and deteltable Audacioufnefs, feveral Troops
¢ of Soldiers were quarter'd upon the Houfes,
“ Farms and Eftates, of the faid Ecclefiaftical
“ Perfons, there to remain at the Expence of
“ thofe Perfons, ’till they being tired out fhould -
“really and a&ually pay the Rate or Contin-
“ gent above mention’d : Now thefe Things,
“ which no well-minded Perfons can bear to
* hear related withput the greateff Horror and
"€ Grief, amount to fuch a Violation of the Ec-
“ clefiaftical Liberty, Immunity and Jurifdi&tion,
‘ as can by no means be endur’d.

“ Hence it is, that We, who have experienc’d
“ that all the Oflices of Paternal Tendernefs,
“ which we were follicitoufly careful to employ,
““ were vain and fruitlefs, and who are confti-
“ tuted by the Lord, and bound by the Duty
* of our Paftoral Office confer’d on us from
“ Above, to affert on Earth all Rights what-
¢ ever, belonging to the faid Roman or other in~
“ feriour Churches, and to all Perfons and Pof-
* fefions Ecclefiaftical ; tho’ we doubt not our
¢ Venerable Brethren the Bifhops of thofe Parts,
* whofe Zeal we have not omitted to incite, will
* firenuoufly and couragioufly difcharge, and,
“ perhaps have already difcharg’d the Duty of
£ their Qffice in this Affair ; and tho’, befides,
 we. do affuredly believe, that f{uch wicked
¥ A&ions of their Troops, and their more ‘vlv\_ic(;

- “ ked.
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¢ ked Counfels, are very contrag' to the moft
* equitable Difpofition of our deareft Son in
“ Chrift, Fofeph, King of the Romans, EleGed
* Emperour : Nay more, do hope he will, as
“ a1l Juftice requires, deal feverely with fuch as
“ have been guilty of thofe A&ions : Never-
“ thelefs, left being longer filent in {o great an
« Aflicion of the Church ; and left, while the
¢ Priefts, the Miniftets of the Lord, are weep-
~ *“ing between the Porch and the Altar, and
- % faying, Lord, fpare thy People, and make mot thine
& Irheritance a Reproach, We fhould feem to be fu-
< pine and flothful, and to be wanting to the
“ Duty incumbent on our Apoftolical Office;
¢ and by too much Long-fuffering incur the Im-
¢ putation of betraying the Ecclefiaftical Li-
“ berty, and of bafely deferting the Caufe of
* God ; lifting up our felves in the Lord, and
“ being mindful as well of our Predeceflor Pope
 Urban, as following the Steps of Pope Lo X.
« of happy Memory, our Predeceflor likewife,
< who by a certain Conftitution publifh’d the 8th
“ of the Kalends of Fame, in the Year 1515,
s Excommunicated, Anathematiz’d, and Stab’d
* with the Sword of Maledi&ion and of Eter~
¢¢ nal Damnation, all Perfons, even fuch as were
“ worthy to be mention’d particularly and dif-
“¢ tin@ly, who had invaded the Cities, Terri-
% tories and Places mediately or immediately
* “ belonging to the {aid Roman Church, but ef-
 pecially the Cities of Parma and Placemtia ;
< adhering firmly befides to the Apoftolical Let-
“ters, and particularly to the 18th and 3oth
“ Canons of thofe Letters, which feveral Rowan
“ Pontiffs, our Predeceflors, have caus’d to be
“ read and promulgated iz die-Cena Dormisss. h:n;i
“ which
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“ according to Cuftom, putfuant .to our Orders
“ to the forefaid Bithops, fhall. be valid and
“ ftand good, as well againft thofe who in any
“ wife were guilty of the Premiffes by prefum-
“ ing to invade, moleft, and by the foremen-
“ tion’d Methods, difturb the Territories and
“ Places of the abovemention’d Dutchy, as
“ thofe who laid and impos'd the forefaid Bur-
“thens and Oppreflions on .the Perfons and
¢ Eftates of the Clergy of that Datchy, either
“ by themfelves gr others, dire&ly or indire&ly,
 together with their Adherentd, Fautors and
“ Abettors, and all fuch who gave them Aid,
“ Counfel, or Favour in any Manner, how Illuf-
“ trious foever their Rank or Dignity may bes
“who, when they fhall have mad¢ due Reftitu~
“ tion for the Damages they have done, and given
““ condign Satisfa&ion befides tp the Church,
““fhall. yet no otherwife be abfolved,- and dif
 charged from the faid Cenfures and Penalties,
“than by Us, or the Romar Pantiff for the
“ Time being, .except at the Point of Death,
“ nor then,. unlefs they give fufficient Caution to
“abey -and farisfy the Commands of the
“ Church;; and they fhall revert into the fame
£ Condition as befpre, if they happen to Re-
fcoyer. . .. S .
“ We decree likewife, That thefe Prefents,
.and whatever is therg¢in- contain’d, ¢an in no
“ wife be excepted againft, impugn’d; invalida-
“ ted, revers'd, call'd. in Queftion, or examin’d
¢ by Termsof Law; tho’ it thould be alledg’d,
¢ that the foremention’d Perfons, and all others
““-interefted in the Premifics, or in any manner
“ pretending to have Intereft, cven tho’ they.be
“ worthy of fpecial and particalar Memig!:;
oo “. “ di

e
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“ did net cbnfent thereto, nor were fummon’d,
« cited, or heard; or, that the Caufes for
 which thefe Prefents were iffued were not fuf-
© “ ficiently enumerated, made out, or in any
“ manner juftify’d; neither for any Caufe, Co-
“lour or Pretext whatever, or for any Article
‘ or Senfe. contain’d 'in the Body of the Lawy
“ fhall thefe Proceedings ever be charg’d with any
‘ Error of Subreption, or Obreption, Nullity
“or Invalidity, Defe& of our Intention, or
““ of ‘the Confent of thofe who are or pretend
“to be concern’d ; nor wijth any other Error,
* “ how great, how unthought of, or, how un-
“ imaginable {oever, arifing from any Reafon;
“Right, 'Fa&, Statute, Cuftom or Privilege
““ whatever : .But thefe Prefents fhall be and re-
“ main for ever firm, valid, and effe&ual; and
“ fhall 'have and obrtain their full and entire
“effe@ ; and be inviolably obferv’d by all and
* fingular Perfons, whom it does or fhall at any
 Time concern. And thus, and no otherwife
¢ fhall it be adjudg’d and decided, touching alt
“ and fingular the Premiffes, by all Judges, ordi-
“ nary and delegated, even the Auditors of the
 Caufes of the Apoftolical Palace, and the Car-
“ dinals of the Holy Roman Church, even the
 Legates de Latere, and the Nuncios of the
“ forefaid Apoftolical See, and all others what-
¢ ever Preeminence and Power they are or thall
“ be vefted with; taking from them, and every
“one of them, all Power and Authority of
“ judging and interpreting in any other Man-
“ ner ; and declaring whatever any Perfon fhall,
“by any Authority, happen to attempt con-
“ trary hereunto, either knowingly or ignorant-
- ¥ ly, to be void and of no Effe&.
. S ! “ The
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 The Premiflcs, the general and gatticutz't'
“ Conftitutions and Ordinances pafs’d in the
 Apoftolical, Univerfal, Provincial, or Syno-
“ dical Councils; and, as far as is needful, our
“ own and the Apoftolical Chancery’s Rule, of
“ not taking away any acquir'derﬁ.i'ght; the
# Laws, both Imperial and Municipal ; all Sta<
“ tutes and Cuftoms immemorial, tho’ corrobora-~
“ted by Qath, Apoftolical Confirmation, or
“ any other way authoriz’d ; all Privileges, In<
“ dulgences and Apoftolical Letters, granted to
¢ whatever Perfons, how eminent foever in
“ Dignity, and deferving moft particular Men-
 tion, in whatever Tenor and Form of Words,
“and with whatever Derogations of Deroga~
“ tions, or other more effeGual, moft effeGual,
“ unufual and annulling Claufes ; and all other
“ Decrees, though proceeding from like Motion,
“ Knowledge, and plenary Power; and, in
“ Confiftory or otherwife, granted, ifflued, *made,
“ and feveral times reiterated, and how often
 foever approv'd, confirm’d and renew’d, con-
“ trary to the Premiffes; NOTWIT H-
“STANDING. From all and fingular of
“ which, though for fufficiently derogating from
“ them and their whole Tenor, fpecial, parti-
“ cular, exprefs, and diftin& Mention, Werd
“ for Word, and net in general Claufes impor-
“ ting the fame be not made ; or though any
-“ other Expreffion, or peculiar Form to that
“ Purpofe ought to have been us'd; deeming
“ fuch like Contents to be as fully and fufficient~
“1ly exprefs’d and inferréd in thefe Prefents, as
“if they had been duly exprefs'd Word for
“ Word, without any Omiffion, and in the
¢ ufual Form, We do, leaving fuch Exprjﬁﬁ

3
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< and Form in full Force in all other Cafes, for
 this Time only, that the Premiffes may take
« effe@, exprefly and particularly derogate, and
“¢ will and declare to be derogated, as well as from
¢ all and every other Thinti:ont_rary hereunto.

- “ Our Will fucther is, that two Extra&s, or
“ Copies of thefe Prefents, even printed, if fub-
“ ferib’d by the Hand of a Publick Notary,
“ and corroborated with the Seal of 2 Perfon
“ diftinguifh’d by an Ecclefiaftical Dignity, the
“ fame Credit fhall be given in.all Places and
“ Nations, as well in as out of Courts of Ju-
“ dicature, - as would be given to the{@®Prefents,
$¢ if they were produc’d or exhibited in- the
* Original.

Dated at Rome, in Maria Majore, muder the

Seal of the Fiberman, the 27th of July, 1707.
Of our Pomtificate the 7th Yeay. '

F. OLIVERIUS.

The Emperor oppos’d this thundering Bull
with the following Manifefto, which fets the
Imperial Pretenfions to the faid Dominions of
the Dukes of Parma in their full Light.

k-
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J O SE P H, by the Divine Clemency, elefted
Emperor of the Romans, always Auguft ;
King of Germany, Hungary, Bohemia,
Dalmatia, Croatia, Sclavonia, ¢%.
Archduke of Auftria ; Duke of Burgundy,
Brabant, Stiria, Carinthia, Carniola,

. &¢. Marquis of Moravia ; Duke of Lux-
emburgh, Upper and Lower Silefia, Wir-

. temburgh,- Teck; Prince of Swabia ;

-~ Count of Hapsburgh, Tyrol, Pfirth, Ky-

. burgﬁ,—' Goritz; Landgrave of Alface;
Marquis of the Sacred Roman Empire,
of Burgaw, Upper and Lower Luface;
" Lord of the Sclavonian Marches, ¢5c.

« IS fo well known to all Men, and de-
“ monftrable from the Coutfe of
“ Afiairs in a few Years paft, with what ex-
“ traordinary Care, Labour and Expence, the
“ Enemy were cxpell’d fzaly, and the Liberty of
“ that Country, which was opprefs’d by French
“ Power, happily reftor’d by the vi&orious
« Arms of Us and our Allies; that we were
“ fully perfuaded there could not be one Prince
“or State in all Jtaly, who would {upprefs his
« Joy for it, and be averfe to make deferv’d Re-
 turns of Affe&ion and Gratitude to Us.
“ But we are now conftrain’d to take Notice,
“ not without being deeply- affected with Grief,
« that the Minifters of the Court of Rome have
“ been fo far mifled, either by Difaffe&ion to
« Us, orby Views of fome private Advantages
“ to themielves, as to have taken upon tl}fm,
: “to
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“ to the Aftonithment of all the World, and to
““ the Scandal of Chriftendom, to exercife Spi«
“ritual Authority in Secular Affairs, and to
“ publith a printed Declaration of the following
“ Tenour.

 Declaration of the Nullity of a certain
« Agreement made in prejudice of the Apofto-
“lic See, and the Holy Roman Church, touch-
*“ing the Winter Quarters which the German
“ Troops have taken in the Dutchy of Parma
““and Placentia, the Ecclefiaftical Cenfures re-
¢ ferv’d in the faid See, incur’d by thofe] who
“¢ have on this Occafion, in any manner what-
“ foever, invaded the Places .of the faid
“ Dutchies, and charg’d the Eftates of Ecclefi-
“ aftical Perfons in the faid Dutchy remaining
¢ entire.
From the Printing-Houfe of the Reverend Apofto~
lical Chamber at Rome, MDCCVII.

Here the Emperor repeats the Pope’s Bull,
and then proceeds.

“ Upon mature Confideration of the recited
“ Declaration, and of all and fingular the
 Claufes therein contained, we cannot but be
‘“ extremely concern’d to find, that, among
“ other things, the Court of Rome fhould, by
* arrogating to themfelves a Sovereignty, as of
“ right belonging to ‘them, pretend to abelifh’
“ the moft ancient Rights of Us and the Roman
“ Empire in Italy, together with the Rights
“ thence accruing to the Dutchy of Milan, over
“ Parma and Placentia: When from the current

"% Tenour of Hiftory, and from the Grants of
D “the
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¢ the Inveltitures given by our Predeteflors, the
 Romai Emperors, as well as from other pub-
“ lick Inftruments, ’tis moft apparent, that the
 dire&, fupreme, and f{overeign Dominion over
“ the faid Paima and Placentia rightfully belongs
““ to no other than to Us, and the facred Roman
“ Empire ; and that the lawful Pofleflors of the
« Dutchy of Milan are invefted therewith. ’Tis
¢ certain it cannot be thewn, that this dire&:
“ and fupreme Dominion, and referved Sove-
“ raignty, was everrenounc’'d by any Emperor ;
“ or that withopt the exprefs Confent of the
“ Emperor and Empire it could be renounc’d,:
 transfer’d, or alienated by the Dukes of Milan,
“ much lefs be validly aflum’d by the Court of
« Rome; or be legally acknowledg’d by the
“ Dukes of Parma to be in that Court. Many
¢ Hiftorians teftify this, and at the fame time
“relate particularly, and at large, what has
¢ been conftantly done in this Matter, for affer-
“ ting and preferving the Imperial Rights. Nor
“ need thofe who are well inform’d of publick
 Affairs be told, how ftrenuoufly our Prede-
s ceffors, and particularly Charles V, of glorious
“ Memoty, maintain’d and afferted his own
“and the Empire’s Rights, not only in the
¢ Courfe of his Life, but in the Preamble of
 his laft Will. And befides, ’tis fufficiently
¢ known, that the Imperial Rights are fo incor-
¢ porated with thofe of the Empire, that they
¢ can by no Means be divided from it, without
<« the Confent of all its Members, much lefs
< againft their Confent, be wrefted and fepara-
¢ ted from it by Pontifical Bulls, tho’ big with
“ never fo great Threats of Fulmination.

K 'H.lc
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“ refufe, tho’ earneftly folicited, by our Impe<
“ rial Commiffioner, to part with a Penny, in
“¢ concurrence with the Laity; and to perfift re-
“ fra&orily and obftinately in their Refolution,’
“ notwithftanding our faid Commiffioner gave
¢ aq illuftrious Proof of Reverence for the Holy
“Sce, by inferting in the Agreement he con-
“ cluded, that the Pope fhould have the Honour
“ of giving his Confent to the Sums flipulated
¢ for the common Neceffity and Benefit.

« Thefe, and many other Steps, which we
< carefully and juftly caus’d to be taken in the
¢ Proceedings on our Part, are fuch pregnant
“ Inftances of our Equity, and of the lawful
“ Exercife of our Imperial Office, that we are
¢ not able to comprehend from what Spring or
“ Claim of Right thofe violent Spiritual Cen-
“ fures, exprefsd in the foremention’d Declara-
“ tion, were fo rafhly emitted. We did what
“ our own Rights, and thofe of the Empire, re-
“ quir'd of Us; and We did it in that Manner
 which the Conftitutions and Ufages of the
“ Empire prefcribe, and the fingular Regard,
¢ which, without any private Views, we bear
“ towards the common Father of Chriftendom,
¢ and the Apoftolical See, feem’d to require ; as
 is abundantly manifeft, from the feveral Ne-
¢ gotiations of Cardinal Grimani, both for ob-
“ taining the fuperfluous Affent of the Pope,
 and reprefenting the Abufe of Ecclefiaftical
€ Authority, fo haftily and injurioufly exer-
“ cis’'d.

- ¢ We fee Examples of the Court of Rome’s
¢ Behaviour in the like Cafe, of Taxes and
“ Contributions laid on the Clergy, and obferve:
“ them to carry themiclves in a very different
- -- ¢ Manner
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¢ Manner towards our Enemies; tho’, as Dif~
 turbers of the common Liberty of Europe,
 they deferve no Favour ; and yet, to them,
“ that Court do either immediately give their
¢ Affent, tho’ often againft common Juftice, or
“ do fo indulge and connive at their Extortions,
““ that the partial Animofity with which we are
 attack’d, in the Sight of all the World, with
“ the utmoft Licenfe, and our own and the
“ Empire’s Rights, by Speech, Printing, and
“ open Fa@s, contefted, would long ago have
“ excited Us to thew our Refentment, had not
 the innate Goodnefs of the Houfe of Aufiria,
 and other Confiderations, with refpe& to Holy
“ Church, prevented Us. And we would wil-
“ lingly continue yet further to manifeft our Pa-
“ tience, however provok’d from the Beginning
“ of our Imperial Reign, were any longer For-
“ bearance to vindicate our own Rights, and
¢ the Rights of the Empire, excufable, or could
“ We in fo doing be juftified to God and to
< Pofterity. But now, being urg’d to-the con-
“ trary, by the Laws Divine and Humane, Right,
“ Reafon, the Law of Nations, and other
“ Principles of Juftice and Piety. - ‘

“ Having all thefe for our Support, and be-
“ ing mindful of the Capitulation to which we
“ {fwore, and of the Imperial Conftitutions ; ha-
“ ving alfo taken the Advice of our Privy-Coun-
“fellors, and of our whole Imperial Aulick
“ Council, and alfo confulted foreign Theo-
““ logilts, and Men learn’d in the Canon and
“and Civil Laws; in Defence of our own and
“ the Empire’s Rights.

 We declare, that the above inferted Decla-
“ ration is void, null, and of no Effe&; and

D3 “th
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f¢ that the Excommunication therein exprefs'd,
“or any other of the like Nature, that is or
¢ can be pretended, ought to be deem’d invalid,
“ there being no Grounds for it, becaufe it evi-
¢ dently appears to have been, and to be de-
“ ficient of the Caufes requifite, namely, mor-
“ tal Sin, Contumacy in a notorious Error, pre-
¢« vious Citation of the Perfons concem’d, &e.
¢ and becanfe the Declaration of the Court of
““ Rome appears as evidently not to tend to the
¢ Defence of the Lord’s Inheritance, but to the
 abfolute Ufurpation of the Imperial Rights
¢ over the Dutchies of Parma and Placentia.

“ And forafmuch as ’tis the Opinion of the
¢« Holy Fathers and Councils, that the Cenfures
« of the Church are not tremendous to thofe on
“ whom, butto thofe by whom they are unjuftly
¢ infli&ed, We leave it to Almighty God, the
“Judge of all Fleth, and Searcher of Hearts,
“and to every unbiafs’d Man, to weigh and
¢ determine, what Judgment ought to be made
e of the Complaint of the Clergy, who ftop’d
< their Ears, when the Enemies of Us, and the’
« Sacred Roman Empire, did, in the Provinces
« of Germany and ltaly, and even in the Pope’s
« Territories, opprefs at their Difcretion, and
¢ barbaroufly mifufe the Minifters of God and
« the Church; but rofe up with Qutrage againft
¢ Us, and the moft Serene and Potent Prince
% Charles 111, King of Spain, againft the King~
* % dom of Naples, and the Duke of Szvoy, as foon
«¢ 25 ever the Favour of Heaven fhone fo prof~
¢ peroufly on our juft Caufe, that Naples, with
* the other Parts of opprefs’d ILaly, and the
 Spanifh Netherlands, were miraculoufly wreg-

. [{4 tc



Cardinal ALBERONL 39

« ted out of the powerful Hands of our Ene-
“ mies.
“ Further, for the perpetual Memory of the
“ Thing, we do by Virtue of thefe Prefents
“ declare, and moit effe@ually, fo far as is
“ needful, proteft, that no Right whatever,
“ much lefs the dire& and fupream Dominion
“ over Parma and Placentia, has been or can be
“ yielded by Us to the Roman See ; but that on
“ the contrary, we firmly referve and confirm to
“ Qurfelves and the Sacred Roman Empire, in
" ““ the beft Form and Manner, all and fingular .
“ the Supream Dominions, by whatever Name
“ they are call'd, which, to the Prejudice of
“ our Predeceflors and Us, have ever been, or
¢ are now ufurpd ; Annulling, abolifhing, caf-
“ fing, all unlawful Pofleffions and Pretenfions,
¢ except fuch as out of the Imperial Generofity
“ and Munificence have been exprefly transfer’d
“ to the forefaid See; and deglaring them to be
“ null, unjuft, and invalid, the more becaufe
“ whatever has by any Colour of feparate Au-
“ thority been publickly or privately taken from
“ the Imperial Majefty, or could not be alic-
““ natéd by the Emperor himfelf without the
“ due Forms, does of courfe fall to the Ground.
“In like Manner we do moft folemnly and
“ particularly deny the pretended Power of the
“ Court of Rome over the Rights and Secular Ef-
“ tates of a third Perfon, and which the Pontifical
“ Bulls prefume to exercife ; feeing thofe Bulls are
““ neither valid in this Refpe&, nor fo receiv'd,
“ by whatever Names they are dignified ; and
 neither can nor ought to bind Us and the
< Roman Empire : Nor do We admit, or can

Dy “We
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« We allow any fuch Power in the foremen~
« tion’d Court, as that by which they attempt
# to cafs or annull what We by Virtue of our
* Imperial Office and Authority difpofe and
* ordain. Not doubting but the Diet of the
“ whole Empire, and all its Ele&ors Princes,
¥ States, Vaflals and Subje&s, will adhere to
“ Us effe@ually with their Advice and Affi(-
* tance, when the Exigency and Circumftances
¢ of Affairs require.

“ We do again therefore, with a clear Mind,
“ and upon found and mature Advice, and in
< the Plenitude of our Imperial Power, by thefe
¢ Prefents publickly declare, contradi&, abolith,
“ cafs, and proteft all that is before fpecified,
¥ in the moft folemn Form and Manner poflible,
 annulling and adjudging to be void and unjuft,
¢ whatever in the fore-recited Declaration,either
€ in the Form or Matter of it, is exprefs’d or may
 feem to be meapt to the Prejudice of our own
* Rights and thofe of the Sacred Reman Empire,
¥ or even to the Prejudice of our Minifters,
¢ Commiffioners,, Soldiers, or other Perfons
“ whatf{oever.

¢ We forbid likewife all and fingular Eccle-
¢ fiaftical and Secular Vaffals, Minifters, and
“ Subje@s of Us and the Empire, whether in
¢ the Territories of the Church, the Dutchies
« of Parma and Placentia, or elfewhere, on the
*¢ Penalty of incurring the heavieft Indignation
 of Us and the Empire, Confifcation of Eftate,
¢ and corporal Punithment, to have any regard
* in any Cafe to any thing contain’d in the fore-
* faid Declaration ; promifing our Imperial
#¢ Protection and Clemency to the Faithful and

| « “ Qbe-
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% Obedient : And therefore we fhall in’due Man-
“ ner warn the Duke of Parma, to acknowledge,
“ with refpe& to Parma and Placentia, no other
“ Dominion than that of Us and of the faid
“ King of Spain our dearelt Brother, as being
 the lawful Lords and Poffeflors refpe&ively of
“ the Dutchy of Milan ; the rather becaufe ’tis
“ evident on other Accounts that he is juftly
“ bound to be refponfible to Us for our own and
* the Sacred Roman Empire’s Rights.
“ Laftly, we befeech the Almighty and juft
“ God, to endue all Mankind with an ardent
“ and fincere Love of honeft, faithful, and per-
¢ petual Peace and Concord ; and to grant to
“ Us his Grace, to enable Us to defend with
“ Conftancy and Fortitude whatever belongs to
“ Us and the Sacred Empire; acknowledging
“ with moft humble Gratitude, that whatever is
“ Cafar’s came from the Divine Majefty ; and
« profefling by this publick Declaration, and
“repeated Proteftation and Refervation, re-
¢ lating to the Temporal Pofleffions and Rights
“ of the Empire, that nothing can belong to
““any Perfon whatever, except what has been
“ confirm’d to .them by the exprefs Confent of
“ our Predeceflors and of the Empire; and par-
“ ticularly that no Perfon can rightfully have,
“claim, or aflume, any Supream Temporal
“ Dominion belonging to the faid Empire. De-
““ claring in the moft folemn, firm, and effeGual
* Manner poffible, all and fingular Things,
“ done or thought to be done to the contrary,
“to be void and null, now as then, then as
* now, and for ever; by Virtue of thefe Pre-
“ fents,
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« fents, fubfcribd with our own Hand, and
 corroborated with our own Imperial Seal.

Done in our City of Vienna the 26th Day of
June in the Year of our Lord 1708, the 19th
of our Roman, the 21# of our Hungarian,
and the 4th of our Bohemian Reign.

JOSEPHUS.
(L.S.) Vt.Frid. Car. Count: de Schoenborn.
By the exprefs Command of his Sacred Imperial Majefty.
Fr. Win. de Bertram.

It was thought proper to publifh the two
Pieces above inferted, becaufe Recourfe muft
be had to them hereafter for explaining the Sen-
timents of Alberoni and King Philip, when the
Emperor offers the latter the Inveltiture of the
Dominions of Parma. We return to Alberoni.

When the Duke of Pendofm return’d to France,
he took his dear Abbot along with him to
Court, where his Chara&er was well known be- |
fore. The Duke took the firft Opportunity to
recommend him to the King, and excited the
Monarch’s Curiofity to fee him. In a Word,
Alberoni was introduc’d by his Patron to that
Great Prince, who receiv'd him very graci-
oufly. '

Marfhal Villeroy had no better Succefs in Flan-
ders than in I:#y, yet his Misfortunes fervd
only to make a greater Difcovery of his Moft
Chriftian Majefty’s high Efteem for him, and
the perfe@ Confidence he repos’d in him ; ;n;i

thefe
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thefe too feem’d to increafe more and more,which
was as honourable for the Monarch as the Fa-
vourite. The Duke of Pendofm being fent into
the Netherlards, to command the Troops which
were put into Diforder by their laft Defeat, and
to re-cftablith Things upon a good Footing,
had need of all the Skill he was Mafter of ; and
therefore refolvd to gain as much Time as he
could, being convinc’d that he ought to run no
Rifque, and that he need only Encamp and
. Decamp, in order to cover the Frontiers and
baflle all the Defigns of his Enemies. He got
clear of all Dangers, and without receding from
the Plan he had laid, the Campaign was ended,
and the Duke of Vendofm was faid to have ac-
quitted himfelf like an able General.

The King, who was as generous to the Offi-
cers whom Fortune frown’d on, as he was juft
to thofe on whom fhe {mil’d, gave the Duke
of Vendofm fhining Marks of his Efteem and
Good Will s and his Highnefs was as ready to
give Abbot Alberoni a fhare therein ; for he pre-
fented him to the King, with 2 Recommenda-
tion fuitable to the Efteem he had for him, fet-
ting him forth as a Perfon of a fuperior Genius,
and capable of the greateft Trufts; and he
thought it was no Diminution, either of his
own Honour, or of the Gratitude which the.
King return’d him for his good Condu&, to con-
fefs that he ow’d his good Fortune to the ju-
dicious Councils of his Dear Abbot ; which II-
luftrious Teftimony of his Merit, paid by a
Prince fo judicious and clear fighted, gain’d the
Abbot the Eftecm of that Monarch, who ge-
nheroufly granted him a confidcrable Penﬁ%g.

' hus
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Thus ftood the Fortune of Abbot Alberoni to=
wards the end of the Year 1707. Nextr Year
he return’d into Flanders with his Patron; but
then was not the Time to affift him with his
Councils, for the Duke of Verndofm had with
him the Dukes of Burgundy and Berry, who
would have all Things done as they lifted; but
the Campaign was fo fatal to the Caufe of the
two Crowns, by the Lofs of Lifle, Bruges and
Ghent ; the Retreat of the Duke of Bavaria
from Brufels; the Excurfions of the Confederate
Parties as far as the Frontiers of Picardy, where
they fettled Contributions; and laftly, by the
Return of the Pretender from his unfuccefsful
Attempt upon Scotland ; that the King of France
began to be in earneft for a Peace, and for that
purpofe fent one of his principal Minifters to
the Hagne, where were prefent the Minifters of
all the Powers then at War againft France and
Spain.

During this Alberani kept clofe with the Duke
of Vendofm, who retir'd to his Caftle of 4vet,
yielding his Poft in Flanders to the Marfhals de
Villars and Boufflers, who, notwithftanding all
their Bravery and Experience in the Art of War,
were forc’d to leave to Prince Eugerne and the
Duke of Marlborough the Glory of this Campaign,
which coft France the Lofs of the famous Battle
of Blaver, and of the firong Towns of Tour-
nay and Mons.

King Philip, whofe Interefts his Grandfather
pretended laft Year to abandon, but rather to
facrifice them to thofe of France, got the better
in Catalonia, retook the Ringdoms of Palewsic
and Arragon, and hem’d up all the Forces of the
Archduke and his Allies in the Province of Ca-

} talonia ;
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talmia ; where he would have fireighten’d them
exceedingly, had it not been for M. Seiffar’s De-
fcent at Cette, {ix Leagues from Agde. This
Landing of the Enemy in a Province where nei-
ther Englip, Germans, nor Dutch, had been feen
for many Ages, fpread a general Pannick ; it
being reported, that g4ooo Men were landed,
tho’ they were fcarce above 7 or 8co. The In-
tendant Bafville and the Duke of Roquelaure
difpatch’d an Exprefs immediately into Rouffsl-
lon to the Duke of Nvailles, who arriv’d two
Days after at Montpellier, and was follow’d next
Day by a Detachment of 1000 Horfe, each
carrying a Foot Soldier behind, while Troops
advanc’d with great Diligence from other Parts
to the Relief of Languedoc, which was univer-
{ally alarm’d. Ubpon this the Enemy’s General
reimbark’d very filently, and put to Sea without
the Lofs of @ Man. This trifling Expedition
was the Caufe of the Rout at Almenara; for the
Duke of Nuailles being inform’d that the Ene-
my’s Fleet threaten’d a Defcent, did not dare to
ftir in Rouffillon ; and this gave King Chayles an
Opportunity to reinforce his Army, which was
march’d in queft of King Philip’s. This Prince
attributing his ill Fortune to his Generals Want
of Experience, fent the King his Grandfather
an Account of the Defeat at Almenara, and de-
fird him to fend him the Duke of Vendefm. He
loft another Battle three Weeks after, under the
very Canon of Saragoffa ; which oblig’d him to
fend again for the Duke of Pendofm s to which
the French King confented the fooner, .becaufe
the Conferences at Geitruydenberg being juft broke
off, he was refolv’d to fuccour Spair effeGually ;
and indeed, never had his Catholick Majefty .
more
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more need, for his whole Army was ruin’d by
the Lofs of above 3000 kill’d, and near 6ooo
Prifoners. ‘The Allies improving their Vi&ory
as much as poffible, advanc’d by great Marches
towards the Heart of Caftile ; and King Philip
being in no condition to oppofe them, fubmit-
ted to his Fortune, which feem’d to delight in
perfecuting him : Therefore, after giving the
neceflary Orders to carry off all he could from
Madyrid, and to reinforce his Army by Detach-
ments from divers Places, as Effremadura, Ga-
licia, Andalonfia, Rouffillon and Guienne, he aban-
don’d Madrid, and retir'd with the Queen, the -
Royal Family and Councils, to Paladolid, where
the Kings his Predeceflors had not refided for a
lIong time. What a fad Sight was it to fee a
Prince {o worthy to reign, and fo dear to his Peo-
ple, forc'd to fly in Diforder, attended only by
a few Loyal Subje&s, who facrific’d their All for
a Part in his Troubles'and Misfortunes !

King Philip had not left Madrid above a
Week, but General Stankope came and took Pof-
feffion of the City for King Charles, who in a
few Days after enter’d it in Triumph. In the
mean time the Duke of Noailes arrivd at Ver-
Jailles, where in a Grand Council he gave fuch
a fad Account of the lamentable Condition of
the King of Spain’s Affairs, as confirm’d the
moft Chriftian King in his Refolution to fend
his Grandfon a powerful Supply ; and accor-
dingly 36 Batallions and 28 Squadrons were de-
tach’d from the Army in Dauphiny for Spaim.
The Duke of Perdofm, who was appointed to
fave that Kingdom, arriv’d at Valladolid, where °
he found King Philip in the midft of many Dif
couragements, but yet not defpairing. ’Tis?

cafy
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<afy to judge how well the Duke was receiv’d,
that the Reader need not be told.

As foon as he undertook the Management of
Affairs, the whole Scene was chang’d at ence.
King Philip and moft of his Council were for
drawing a great Detachment from the Army
which the Marquefs d¢ Bay commanded on the
Frontiers of Portugal, to fupply thofe which
were loft at the Battle of Saragoffa, and the
Marquefs de Bay had already made a Motion
towards Truxillo to facilitate the March of that
Detachment. But the Duke of Pendofr was of
another Opinion ; and wifely judging, that if
the Portuguefe were not kept in Awe, the Arm
which was with King Charles at Madrid and To’-
ledo might be eafily join’d by that in Eftrema-
dura, he fent Orders to the Marquefs de Bay to
give the Portuguefe {o much Employment, that
they might bave Reafon to reje& the Solicita~
tions of King Charles and the Confederate Mi~
nifters, who were very urgent to be join’d by
their whole Army, or at leaft by a-great De-~
tachment from it : But the wife Precaution of
the Sparip General was the Reafon they could:
obtain neither the one nor the other ; and it
may be faid, ’twas this ficft Difpofition of the
Duke de Vendofm, that kept King Philip on the
Throne ; for during the time which the Allies
fpent in foliciting the King of Portugal, King.
Philip’s Army was reinforc’d by Detachments
from Navarre, Valencia, Arragon, Bifcay and Rouf~
Sfillon, and by the Militia, which were rais’d with
the utmoft Diligence. And now King Charles
found himfelf too weak to go and attack this
new Army, which was adyantagioufly incamp’d,
and commanded by a General who made all his

} Glony



48 . The Hiftory of

Gloxr and Reputation to depend on retrieving
the Affairs of a Prince, who did not deferve the
ill Treatment he had met with from blind For-
tune.

Abbot Alperoni naturally lov’d the Noife and
Hurry of Arms and a Camp-Life, fo that he
would certainly have taken this Occafion to fol-
low the Duke of Vendofm to Spain, though his
Attachment to the Perfon of his illuftrious Pa-
tron had not drawn him. Fortune, who con-~
du&ed him by degrees to that high Poft he is
now arrived at, took care to make him pafs thro”
the whole Study of Politicks : He learnt the
Art of Negotiations under the Count Roncoveri
at the Duke of Vendofm’s ; and he made himfelf
a compleat Proficient therein, by exercifing it
himfelf afterwards, and joining to his Practice
all the Refletions which a delicate and pene-
trating Genius did not fail to fuggeft him upon
all Occafions ; and becoming the Favourite of a.
Prince, as great by his Birth, as by his excellent
Qualities, he learnt by Experience what fawn-
ing Courtiers were capable of doing ; how far
by confequence a Minifter might give Ear to
them ; and how much he ought to be on his
Guard againft their pernicious Flattery : In a
Word, under a valiant King, and under a Ge-
neral of confummate Experience, he inform’d
himfelf of all Things relating to War, in what
confifts the chief Qualification of a good Gene-
ral, on what depends the Succefs of his Under-
takings, which way to turn Events to the beft
Advantage, how far Refentment ought to be
carried againft a vanquifh’d Enemy, and how
People, whofe Country happens to be the Se::_
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ing his Talent of Infinuation and Perfhafion, he
fent him to the feveral Cities of the fKingdoms
of Valencia and Arragon, to fift the Difpofitions
of the People, and to confirm thofe in their Loy~
alty whom he found to be wavering : Alberont
. difcharg’d his Commiffion fo well, as fully an~

. .- ‘fwer’d the Duke’s Withes ; for it muft be own’d;

* that ’twas to his cunning Infinuations; to' his
nice Inquiries, and to his preffing Solicitations;
that King Philip owes the Prefervation of part
of Arragon and the Kingdom of Valencia, wheté
King Charles had fo many Emiffaries, who us'dall
Ways and Means to incline the Inhabitants (wha
are naturally changeable and fond of new Mafs
ters) to a Revolt, that he would undoubtedly
have made a fatal Breach in the Duke of Vens

dofm’s Defigns. o
The Duke had gain’d fuch a large Share of
King Philip’s Eftcem and Confidence; that he
had the chief Sway at his Court from the firft
Moment he arriv’d there; every thing was regu-
lated by his Counfels, and Employs were diftri-
buted at his Recommendation. The Princef¢
of Uyfines, an imperious Favourite, if ever there
was one in the World, could not bear to fee
her Authority in the Hands of another Perfony
whom fhe treated as a Stranger, and whenever
the Duke of Vendofm came to Court, fhe had
fome Indifpofition at Command, which fervd as
a Colour for her Abfence: And the Duke on
the other hand confidering, that his Services had
juflly recommended him to the Preference, tho’
he had not deferv’d it by his Birth and Rank;
treated her with Indifference; and did not {cruple
to fay of hery, Thas ke téaugbt it flrange, the Ad-
3 Vicy
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wice of a BWoman [hould be taken in Affairs which it
did not belong to a Woman to knvw.
" This Mifunderftanding was alfo to the Ad-
vantage of Abbot Alberoni ; for the Duke his
Mafter having Occafion for a Perfon whom he
could” confide in at Court, he introduc’d him
there [cveral times, gave him fome Commiffions
which made him known to the King, and like
a generous Patron never fail'd to boaft to his
Majelly of the Services his Favourite had done
the Government upon all Occafions.
. Fortune, who fports with Mankind, was
pleas’d in an Inftant to change the Scene of Af-
fairs, by laying two Princes in the Duft, on
whole Lives the whole feem’d hitherto to de-
pend. The Small Pox carry’d oft the Dauphin
and the Emperor Fofeph almoft at one and the
fame time. The Death of the latter would in
all probability difarm the Enemies of King
Philip, whofe Pretence for taking up Arms,
and difputing the Monarchy of Spars with him,
was the Fear of Exorbitant Power, if. the two
Crowns of France and Spain fhould ever come
1o be united on one Head. o .
The Reunion of the Spanifh Monarchy to the
Hereditary Countries of Germany, to which King
Charles now became Succeflor, added to the
Imperial Crown, which had been {o long as it
were annex’d to the Houfe of Auffria, and which.
feem’d infeparable from it, as Affairs now ftood,
without caufing greater Troubles ; this Reunion,
1 fay, gave Birth to another Fear almoft equal
to the Apprehenfion which the Notion of a Re~
union of the Kingdoms of France and Spain had
caus’d over all Eurce, and put the feveral Po~
tentates upon ferious Reflettions.  In the mean
time
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time the ticklith Conj:n&ure of Affairs did not
permit the Ele&ion of a new Emperour to be
delay’d ; and this laft Confideration was fo im-
portant, that it prevaild over all Inconveni-
ences in the Way, which were then propos’d to
be remedied afterward. All the Allies therefore
jointly prefs’d for an Eleétion.

Charles V1, the only furviving Prince of the
Auguft Houfe of Aufria, was chofe unanimoufly,
and forthwith invited by the Ele&ors and tne
whole Empire to come and take Pofleffion of
the Imperial Crown, which he did accordingly.

Queen Anre was one of the firlt who enter’d
into thefe Views ; and it appears, by what that
Princefs did afterwards, that the was {o forward
to concur with the States General of the Uni-
ted Provinces, in prefling the Eleéion of King
Charles to the Imperial Crown, for no other
End, but becanfe there would be then juft Rea-
fons for concluding a-War, which had already
lafted too long, and coft England and their
High Mightinefles fo much B.ood and Treafure.
The Court of France,; always careful to improve
every the leaft Opportunity, was not wanting
in this; fhe fent out all her Emiflaries, and fa~
crificed the little ready Cath fhe had left, to give
a mortal Stab to the grand Alliance: She fuc-
ceeded accordingly, and Mr. Menager, tho’ no
more than a Deputy of Commerce, deferv’d the -
Title of the Count of St. Fobn. -

- 'This Revolution, no lefs aftonithing than fud-
den, chang’d the Face of Aftairs in England all
at once ; for the Tories getting uppermoft, kept
no Mecafures, bat turn’d the Whigs, their Anta-
gonifts, out of all their Places, and found faule
with every thing they did. Then they began to

: E; talk
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talk openly of Peace; and Meflicurs Meyager
and Prior appear’d with Luftre on the Théatre
of Negotiation: In 2 word, Queen Awne en-
ter’d into all the Views of France, {ubfcrib’d al}
her Preliminaries ; and tho' two Years before
the broke oft the Negotiations for a Peace, be-
caufe the King of France wonld not take upon
himfelf to expel his Grandfon from Spain, fhe now
confented, without the leaft Difficulty, to leaye
that Prince in quiet Pofleflion of his Crown,
after fhe had intended to dethrone him; and to
ftop the Mouths of all her Allies, the was fa<
tisfy’d with that Prince’s Renunciation of the
Pominions of France. ‘
This was the Plan upon which all the Confede=
rates did at laft agree, tho’ not without Regret,
to fend their Plenipotentiaries to Utrecht, which
the Queen had chofe for the Place of Congrefs.
The Minifters, even of King Pbilip, were ad-
mitted there after fome Difficulties, which were
pbjeé&ed ‘only for Form fake, and to give Time
to thofe of France and England, to regulate moft
of the Articles, relating to their Monarch.
During thefe Negotiations, the War was car-
ry’d on with Vigour on all Sides. The Duke
of Vendofm being inform’d, by the French Court,
of all that wasto be done at Utreoht, took all pof-
fible Care to improve the good Difpofitions of
the Englih Miniftry, who very frankly aban-
don’d the Affairs of Catalonia. * Abbot Alberani,
who never left the Duke, was privy te, and had
2 hand in all Affairs; and ’tis even reported,
that ’twas he who inclin’d his Highnefs to make
Peace with the Brincefs of Urfines. But be that as
it will, the intrigning Princefs fhew’d the Abbot
fome Marks of her Eftcem, ecither with a view

\
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was not in a Condition, at prefent, to make
Refiftance ; that he was furrounded by German
Troops, which threaten’d him on all Sides,
and laugh’d at his Proteftations, his Recourfe to
the Holy See, and even the Thunder of the
Vatican ; and laftly, that if his Majefty would
pleafe only to call to Mind what were the
Duke’s Difpofitions, and what he did while the
Armies of Framce were in Ialy, he would be
convinc’d, that if the Duke had not been com-
pell’d by a Superior Force, he would never have
taken fuch a Step. Thefe Reafons were fo
well approv’d, that the Marquefs of Carailli,
the Envoy of Parma, was permitted to remain
at Court, tho’ without a Chara&er.

The Duke of Vends/m wifely judging, that if,
during the Negociations at Utrecht, a Blow
fhould be ftruck in Catalonia which might weak-
en the Power of King Charles, the fame wou'd
not fail to have a great Influence on whatever
fhould be concluded there (Utretch) in relation
to King Philip; undertook the Siege of Cardona,
a little. but ftrong Town, fituate near the Cen-
tre of Catalonia, 16 Leagues from Barcelona
and 14 from Terragma. He took the Town
with eafe, but the Caftle making more Refif-
tance, the Count de. Staremberg had Time to
come to its Relief; and made his Difpofitions
with fo much Prudence and {o a propos, that
he oblig’d the Count de Muret, who commanded
at the Siége, to retire from the Place, leaving
behind him 2000 of his Men with all their Ar-
tillery. - ,

This bad Succefs put an end to- the Cam-
paign, and was clofely. follow'd. by feveral
Events, which tho’ very remarkable; we ﬂxz},ll

. o only
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only hint at them, becaufe our Abbot had no
hand in ’em. Of this kind were the Occur-
rences of the Campaign of 1712 in the Low-
Countries. All Europe was aftonifh’d at the Con-
du&@ of the Englifh General who fucceeded the
Duke of Marlborough; and the moft refin’d Po-
liticians confefs’d their Ignorance when they
heard of the Retreat of the Exglifp Troops, and
their abandoning the Confederate Army, who
were in a Condition to have carried the Alarm
to the very Gates of Verfailles in that fame Cam-
paign ; but Queen Anne, or rather her Council,
was of Opinion, that {fuch Hottilities would do
more harm than good in that Jun&ure, and in
their prefent Views. That Retreat, which will
{carce be credited by fuch as fhall read the Hif~
tory of this long and bloody War, was follow-
ed with the Rout at Denain, and the raifing the
‘Siege of Landrecy, all which did fo raife the
dejeGed Spirits of the Court of France, that her
Plenipotentiaries at Utrecht began to be lefs
tra&able than they feem’d at firft.

The Deaths of the Duke of Burgundy, the
new Dauphin, of his Spoufe, and of his eldeft
Son; and the Danger in which was his fecond,
the young Duke ot Aijou, were Events which
were the Caufe of as much Mourning and Afflic-
tion in France, as the Affair of Denain admi-
niiter’d Joy. Abbot Alberoni happen’d to be at
M(drid with the Duke of Pendofm, when this fad
News was brought thither. The Queen was moft
feofibly afflicted for the Death of the Dauphi-
ncls her Silter, and the King alfo gave publick
D.monftrations how much he regretted the
Lofs of fo worthy a Brother, from whom the
wholc Frexch Nation expe&ed all their quture

ap-
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-Happinefs ; and without lofs of Time his Ma-
jefty held a Cabinet Council, to confider what
was fit to be done in fo nice and important 2
Conjun&ure. He was requir’d to renounce, in
the firongeft and moft folemn Form, all his
Rights to the Crown of France for himfelf and
his Defcendants; and provided he would do
this, fuch of the Allies as a&ed in Concert
with Frauce after the Death of the Emperor Fe-
Jepk, would let him remain in peaceable Pofleflion
of Spain and the Fudies, and offer’d to own him in
that Quality. His Majefty well knew that he
was belov’d by moft of the Spaniards ; but he
faw alfo on the other hand, that a great Num~
ber of the Grandees follow’d the Intereft of his
Rival; and that he fhould be oblig'd to treat
Cities, Provinces, and entire Kingdoms with
the greateft Severity, to make them return to
their Duty ; laftly, he was fenfible of the Dif-
ference between ruling Frenchmen and Spaniards. |
Befides this, he confider’d that he might leave
Spain to his Eldeft Son; and that after having
form’d him a Council of Regency, he might go
and enjoy all his Rights in the Crown of France.
The Duke of Vendofm and M. le Bonac were
the only Perfons whom the King call’d to his
Cabinet to confult, which of the two Crowns
he fhould chufe : At laft he came to a final Re-
folution ; and his Love to his Native Country
prevail’d over all the Obligations which he
ow’d to the Spaniards, who had facrificed their
Lives and Fortunes to maintain him on the
Throne, upon which he had-{o often totter’d ;
but News arriving on a fudden of the Recovery
of the young Duke of Anjou, oblig'd the Court
to
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beroni his trufty Favourite, in whofe Hands he
repos’d his Jaft Will and Teftament, fetch’d his
laft Breath in his Arms; and paid him his {aft
Devoirs, with a Sorrow that may be more ¢a~
fily imagin’d, than I am able to defcribe. This
was the firlt Shock that A4lberoni had met with,
after Fortune had taken delight to carefs him,
and therefore ’tis no wonder that it deeply af-
feGted him. By this Fatal Stroke he faw all
thofe Hopes, which he thought could not be
better eftablith’d, untwifted in a Moment. Yet,
without fuffering his Courage to be caft down,
he form’d divers Proje&s, without keeping to one 5
but being Mafter of all his Patrons Secrets, he
refolv’d to make the beft of ’em; and the beit
Expedient he could think of, was to make his
Court thereby to the King of Lrance. There-
fore he took Poft and went dire&ly to Verfailles,
to give the King an Account how the Duke of
Vendofm had left his Affairs, of the Proje&s he
had form’d, and the Meafures he had taken to
fucceed. 'The gracious Reception he met with
from that Great Prince, gave him Hopes of En-
. couragement, and confirm’d him in the Opi-
nion he had long entertain’d, that the Duke of
Vendofm had always fpoken well of him to the
King. The Dutchefs Dowager of Vendofm was
alfo highly pleas’d to fee the intimate Friend
of one who was fo dear to her; and as he had
given it in Charge to Alberoni, to pay her his
laft Farewel, the Dutchefs affur’d him, that he
fhould always find as good a Friend in her, as
he had met with in the Duke her Husband.
The SatisfaGion which the King was plcas’d to
exprefs in Abbot Alberoni’s Condu&, and the
obliging Manner with which he receivd h:'iqu
A . : 1
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did at the fame time increafe the Number of
his Friends, as is the way of all Courts; and
thofe who went to take their Leaves of him be-
fore he went for Spain, crowded again to his
Levee, to affure him of the Continuance of their
Friendfhip, and of their Readinefs to ferve him
upon all Occalions. 4
. Alberoni being always moft inviolably attach’'d
to the Intereft of that Prince whofe Subje& he
was by Birth, he did not fail to give the Duke
of Parma an Account of the State of his Af-
fairs in Spain, and of the Difpofitions which he
left the Court jn towards him. His Report,
and his own Sentiments on that Head were
the better recelv’d by the Duke his Mafter, be-
caufe the Marquefs Carailli had not fail’d to in-
form the Court of Parma, that the Indulgence.
fhew’d him by the Court of Madrid in revoking
the Order which had been fignified to himggs well
as the Envoys of Gema and Venice, t6 depart
his Majefty’s Dominions, was to be attributed
to the Inftances and Negociations of Abbot 4/~
beroni. 'The Duke of Parma being per{fwaded
of Alberons’s Influence over the Perfons who
had moft frequent Accefs to King Philip, and’
over his Majefty too, after the 5nkc of Ven-
dofm had made him krown to him in fuch 2
_ Way, as could not but render him moft agree-
able to his Majeity, was refolv’d to fend the
Abbot to Spain, and to commit the Care of his
Interefts to him, 2 Commiffion which no other

Perfon could difcharge better than he, '
While the Duke took this into Confidera~
tion, the Duke of Qffuna was arriv'd at Paris,
and preparing to fet out for the Congrefs at,
Unrectt on the Part of King Philip ; tho’ there
g was

-
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was not the leaft Neceffity for that Minifter’s
being at the Debates, fince the Britip Miniftry
and the Court of France, after long and fecret
Negotiations, had already fettled the Interefts
of King Philip, to whom the Britify Miniftry
was fo gracious and complaifant, that they did
as it were force the Court of Pienna to confent
to the Treaty for the Evacuation of Catalowia ;
which was concerted between the Courts of
Madrid, Verfailles and London : So that the Duke
of Offuna, and his Colleague the Marquefs d¢
Monteleone had fcarce any Bufinefs at Usrechr, but
to laugh in their Sleeves at the Conferences of
the French and Englif Plenipotentiaries, to fign
the Treaties, and to fcatter the Metal of Perw.
Alberoni, who was not out of the Secret,
would have been extremely fond of this Oppor-
tunity to fee this Congrefs, and to get an Acquain-
tance wwith fo many illuftrious Politicians, as
compos’d it. He was known to the Duke of
Offuna, and might eafily have obtain’d this Fa-
vour of him, but he was oblig’d to wait the
Orders of his Mafter the Duke of Parma, which
at length he receiv'd, and faw with Pleafure, .
that he was oblig’d by his Commiffion to retum:
to the Country whither Fortune call’d him. In
the mean time the Peace of Utrecht was con-
cluded ; whereby Spair and the Indies were to
remain to King Philip, upon his figning an Au-
thentick Renunciation, drawn up in the mofk
folemn Form, of all his Rights and Pretenfions
to the Crown of France, both for himfelf and his
Defcendants for ever. )
" Thus an End was put to that bloody Wat,
which the Allies enter’d into with no ether

View but to keep the Crown of Framce fromr
being
}
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of this Princefs had been one continual Series of
Troubles, which gave her inexpreflible Anxiety,
and which fhe neverthelefs conceal’d from the
Public, with a Greatnefs of Soul above her Sex ;
but humane Nature {uffer’d all the while, which
render’d her Conftitution very fickly, and fhe
contrated a languithing Diftemper, which
brought her to her Death Bed the 14th of
Febf(uar_y 1715, at the Age of 25 Years and
hal '

By the Troubles that happen’d while the was
upon the Throne of Spain, the was twice oblig’d
to abandon her Royal Palace, and the Capital
of her Kingdom, to roam in fome diftant Pro~
vince ; the had the Mortification to fee the
Duke of Savoy, her Father, join with thofe that.
were Enemies to her tottering Crown ; fhe was
continually regretting the Abfence of the King
her illuftrious Corfort, who expos’d himfelf at
the Head of his Armies to the fame Dangers
as private Soldiers ; neverthelefs it muft be faid,
that being hearten’d and affifted by the com-
fortable and wife Councils of her dear Favou-
rite the Princefs of Urfines, fhe alone contributed,
more than any Body, to raife the Spirits of het
Subje&s, which droop’d at the leaft ill Afpe&
of Fortune, to keep the Government in Order,
and to revive the Zeal and Loyalty of the
People. She had a certain Tendernefs, which
was very natural and general, for all Perfons of
her own Nation, and readily prote&ed them;
fo that we are not to wonder that fhe confer'd
Marks of her Efteem upon Abbot Alberoni,
who had been fuch an entire Favourite with the
Duke of Vendofm, as could not but diftinguith
him from a valt Number of Quacks, who have

no
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no Introducer but a brazen Forehead, and com=
monly no Qualifications, byt a great Stock of
Impudence: and Ignorance. o

' Alberons, who knew all the great Qualities of
that Illuftrious Princefs to PerfeGion, fincerely la-
mented her Lofs; but like a skilful Politician,
who fails not to find his Advantage in the leaft
Events, he foon thought how to make a good
Ufe of this. The firft Impreffions are generally
the ftrongeft and the moft difficult to be defac’d ;
fo the firft Negotiations, in which Abbot A/~
beroni had been employ’d, were againft the
Houfe of Axftria, in Favour of Spain ; and the
Antipathy which he then conceiv’d againft thac
potent Family, increas’d in proportion, as the
Intereft of Spain became dearer to him, and in-
fenfibly turn’d into a fort of Hatred, which di~
re&ed all his Thoughts; Defigns and Views.

The Age and Conftitusien of the Royal
Widower, together with the State of his Affairs,
made it very reafonable to believe that he could
not ftay long without a fecond Match. Albe-
roni being induftrious to embarrafs the Houfe of
Auftria, and t0 aggrandize the Duke of Parma,
his Mafter, imagin’d that an Alliance between
King Philip and the Farngfe Family would fur-
nith his Catholic Majefty with one Opportuni-
ty more to revive, and even to improve thofs
Rights, which Endeavours were us'd to firip
him of, by the Peace of Utrecht, and the Treaty
of Evacuation and Neutrality. Fortune, or
rather Providence, infpir'd him .with this
‘Thought, which, when put in Execution, was
to raifc him to the higheft pitch of humate
Grandeur. He firlt laid down all the Confe-

quences; and fpeat feveral Days to digeft the
. F Flan
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Plan of an Affair fo important, in which any
other, befides himfelf, would have found infu-
perable Difficulties. In fhort, the Queen dy-
ing at a time when there was only one Lite,
and that a fickly Infant, which kept the King
of Spain from ftepping into the Throne of
France, King Philip V feem’d oblig’d, by good
Politics, to court no Alliances, but {uch as
might bring him again in view of a Crown,
which he had been oblig’d in the moft folemn
manner o renounce. On the other hand, the
fame good Politics prefcrib’d the Plan of another
Match, which, by procuring a Peace, would
have confirm’d the King on his Throne, and
reftor’d an inviolable Tranquility to his Domi-
nions. This Alliance might have been contrac-
ted, even with the Houfe of Auftria, by the
King’s marrying the eldeft of the Arcidutcheffes,
Daughters to the Emperor. Legpold ; and it may
jultly be faid in this Cafe, that the Pope, who
was ever {o ftrongly attach’d to the Intereft of
the two Crowns, was abandon’d by his good
Genius, fince he was more efpecially concern’d
to think of {fo happy an Expediert as this, from
which he wou'd have rcap’d one of the greateft
Advantages; for Iraly would not have become
the Seat of War; Sicily'would, from that very
Inftant, have return’d- to the Obedience of
Spain; {o that he would not have had the
Trouble of being oblig’d to fend forth the ter-
rible Thunder of the Vatican againtt the Sicilians ;
and, in'a'Word, he would have been certain of
the grateful Returns of two Houfes, which he
would net only have reconcil’d, but even clofe-
1y united, after having taken care of their com-
mon Interefts, The King of Portugal, whom fit

: (]
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~ After having made all thefe Refle&ions, and
confider'd his Proje& in-all its Views, he:impar-
ted it to the Duke of Payma his Mafter,- who,
as may eafily be imagin’d, readily ;gave into it. -
But® after fome - RefleQions, he .perceiv’d al -
the Inconveniencies' of this Alliance,-and the
Troubles which it would undoubtedly raife, and
therefore refolv’d to keep the Affair clofe in his
Breaft, fince it was only known to him and the
Abbot Albereni. i

+ Cardinal Giudici, ‘then Grand. Inquifitor of
Spain, was at the Head of all Affairs ; the King
relying ‘upon his Abilities, did nothing but by
his Advice; and he feem’d to be the firft likely -
Perfon in the World whom Alberami thould make
Iis Court to for fecuring the Succefs of his Pro-
je&. Neverthelefs it was refolv’d: that he thould -
know ‘nothing of the Matter, till they could not-
hide it from him any.longer ; beciufe, ashe had
been always moft intimate with the Princefs of -
Urfines, it was to be fear’d, left they fhould unite
to crofs an’ Affair, the.Succefs .of .which would
be-¥o"ways for their Intereft ; becaufe, as they -
were acquainted with the King’s natural Tem-
per, fo they were not dgnorant, that to get him.
ahothtt Wife,- erpecia;i)l‘y' fuch a one as the Prin-
cefs of - Payma, whole Judgment, - Vivacity,
Knowledge of #Aflirs; ‘and ‘other.eminent Qua-
lities, -they very ‘well knew, was to get'them a
Miftrefs of Underftanding, whoimiight, perhaps,
alter ¢heir Condition.® - RIEIAN

* €ardinal Aeguarviva,: of the-NobleiFamily of
the Dikes of A1i in the Kingdom of Naples,
was thén‘at Rome, ~taking dare.«df ithe Interefts
of the'Crown of.Sguni.:to him they: thought:
thewmight be frank, and Aleroni jointly wilth .

the .%
-
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the Duke did accordingly:impatt their Defign to
him, and infinuated to him at the fame time,
how glorious it would be for him to contribute
to the Succefs.of an Affair .of {uch-Importance.
They found his Eminency in the Di{pofitions
they wifh'd for,. and he wrote to the Duke and
his- Agent the Abbot Alberovi, what were his
Sentiments of the Affair,: and which way he
thought would be the:belt to.'proceed. = - -
" The Farngfe Family deriving its Origin-from
one.of thic Sovereign Pontiffs, the Popes.. bave
always lovd them with. an AfteGtion truly
paternal ;.fo that it was natural to imagiog: the
Holy ; Father.would not fa§l to approve:of »
Match betwixt. that Family:-and a .Crown’d
Head, -whofe Interefts had ever been :dearer to
him, than confifted with the Rules of :godd: Po-
‘liticks. +It-weas no lefs probable, that he-would
.omit nothing for the Succefs of . the Proje&, bé-
caufe it could ‘not but -be- very glorious ta the
Holy ‘Sce. to “place the Daughter of oneétofits
Vaflals: upon @ Throne«: fa that ‘every thing
Jeem’d : to - promife the Pope’s: Approbation-and
Codcurrence: as foon as-the Affair fhould be.dif-
clos'd o him': For thefe. Reafons Cardinal: ¢~
quaviva 'was for communicating it to the-Holy
.Father.before any Overture. was made at Ma-
drid.  Alberows 1ik’d his Eninericy’s Reafons 5 and
the Holy -Father.being accordingly confulted,
not only approv’d Abbot Alkerans’s Scheme, but
would have him make a Merit of it to the moft

Lhriftian King, and his Grandfon King Philip.
The Holy Father wrote about it himfelt to
the King of France, and fent:pun@ual Orders to
his Nuncio at Madrid to give Alberoni all manncr
ot Affiftance, in an Affair which his Holinefs
F 3 look’d
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initiated in the Mylteries of this Cabal; for be-
ing known to Lewis XIV. by the Chara&er of
a lively and enterprizing Perfon, it was no dif-
ficult Matter for him to render himfelf neceflary
to that Monarch, who knew by Expericnce
what fuch Perfons were capable of doing, who
were diftinguifh’d from the reft of Mankind by
a lictle Band or Cowl. Therefore our Abbot,
who was only an Agent of the Court of Payma,
became one of the fecret Minifters of the French
Court, which committed the Negotiation of the
Marriage to him.

While this pafs’d, Barcelora being reduc’d to
Extremity by the Valour and Condu& eof the
Dukes ot Popoli and Berwick, was oblig'd to fub-
mit to King Philip, who was now in a Condi-
tion to treat that City with all the Severit
that fo obftinate a Refiftance had deferv’d.
This Conqueft reftor’d Peace to all Spain ; and
the Court being difengag’d from the Hyrry of
Arms, was now at leifure to form Projeéts that
were more pleafant and agreeable. That of the -
King’s Marriage was the .chief. Abbot A/be-
voni had got an Interclt in thofe who were moft
near to the Prince : Neither was the Pope’s
Nuncio idle ; fo that it was not difficule for
them to obtain more Helps in an Affair of this
Nature ; which, whenever it fhould fuccesd,
could not but be very advantagious to thofce
who had a2 Hand in it ; befides that generally
on fuch Occafions, Perfons are not wanting, who
are glad to be of the fame Party, only to be re-
veng’d on their Enemies, when they perceive
that thefe oppofc the Sentiments of the Miniftry.
The Chara&er which was given to the King of
the Princefs of Parma, what was told him of
6 '5. F 4 her
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her thining Virtues, of the Greatnefs of her
Soul, of her Penetration above thé Weaknefs of
her Sex; .in 2 Word, the Enumeration of {o ma-
ny finé Qualities, which render’d her fo'worthy
of a Throne, did'fo ftrongly imprefs the King,
that he imagin’d, with’ very good Reafon, he
fhould find the Princefs a compleat Pattem of

her, whofe Lofs he ftill lamented : Other Con-~

fiderations added to this, and efpecially Reafons

of State, to which the Miniftersof France inclin’d ,
him to give him due Attention, foon determin’d

him to approve the Propofal of this Marriage.

" Alberoni, though naturally of a merry Difpo-

fition, was never more rejoic’d than now, when

he faw the Succefs of this Important Affair,

which he had fo much at Heart. Se¢ what

he wrote to one of his Friends in the Miniftry.

« 1 fo little doubt, Sir, of the Share you
¥ take in every Thing that does me a Plea-
“ fure, that you fhall be the firft Man ta
f¢ whom I impart an Account of the moft hap-
¢ py Occurrence of my Life. The Project of
€ a’ Marriage between his Catholick Majefty .
£ and the Princefs Elizabeih, which I form’d af-
*<ter the Death of the late Queen, and which
““ 1 communicated to our Duke, is juft now, by
¥ the Mediation’ of the Holy Father and the
* Moft Chriftian King, entirely approv’d by
 his Catholic Majefty. I look upon this Suc-
£¢ cefs as the Crown of all Fortune’s Favours,
“ which fhe’'can never beftow upon me, but I
* muft do myfelf the Pleafure to make you a
¢ Partner therein, fo that the Happinefs is
¢ equally yours. The Favourites of the late
& Quecn are terribly nonplus’d, and efpecially

I “ the
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On the dontrary, the Satisfa&ion and Joy which
the Holy Father difcover’d on this Occafion
-open'd their Eyes, both to the Confequences
and Caufe of 2. Brief, which thé Holy Father
granted fome Months ago to the Duke of Par-
ma, authorizing him to leave the Succeflion of
his Dominions to the Female Line, in cafe that
- he fhould die without Ifiue Male. They per-
ceivid in this Affair, tho’ too late, the fubtle
Hand of a crafty Statefman, fince the Brief
was a demonftrative Proof, that the whole was
done in concert with the Court of Rome ; which
granted the {aid Authority only to facilitate
the Terms of the faid Contra&, the Principal
whereof was, .that the Eldeft Son of che future
Queen fhould be declar'd Duke and Sovereign
of the Dominions of Parma, Placemtia, Buffeto,
and Val de Turo, befides other Views form’d up-
on the Dominions of the Great Duke of Tufcany.
It was the more natural for the Holy Father to
give his Confent to it, becaufe, as the Emperor’s
fower increas’d in thefe Countries, which were
ormerly the Seat of the Empire, fo the Fears
and Jealoufics of the Court of Rome and all the
Princes of Italy increas’d in proportion.
Therefore as foon as the Cardinals Schrosten~
" .bach and Imperiali had an Inkling of what
pafs'd at the Palace, where the Holy Father
had . already nam’d Cardinal Gozzadin Legat of
Latere, to carry the new Queen his Nuptial
Benedi@ion, and to compliment her on the
Part of his Holinefs ; they did not fail to make
a great Noifc and Blufter, and proteited in
Form both againft fending of the Legat, and
againflt recognizing the Titles of the Queen of

Spain, in any other befides the Emprefs.
Never-

~
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ence over him as could not fubfit with the Un-
derftanding neceflary to be cultivated betwixt
her and her Husband. The King knew not
how to deny her this firft Boon, but all the Dif~
ficulty lay in the doing it ; Alberoni plainly faw
that the Generous Prince had not Refolation
to fpeak to the Princefs about it himfelf,.
much le(s to ftand her Reproaches, or to forbear.
Tears if the thould throw herfelf at his Feet.
Therefore he "propos’d this Expedient, wiz.
that the King fhould only give his Confent, and
leave the Execution of it to the Queen herfelf.
From hence it appears, that twas Alberoni who
perfwaded the Princefs of Urfines to go and meet
the new Queen, becaufe her Majefty gave her
a cold Reception, and immediately order’d her
to depart her Chamber; call’d for the Colonel
of the Guards fent to meet her, and gave him
an Order in Writing to clap the Princefs of Urfines
forthwith in a Coach, to condu& her to the
Frontiers of France, and to forbid her ever to re-
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riage the Council- of Vienna, which was before
inclinable to facrifice fome of her Pretenfions
for the Repofe of Ewurepe, fet up a Refolution
to lofe all rather than yield Siczly, or even one
Inch of their Dominions in fialy, where a confi-
derable Domain; which feem’d jult dropping in-
to his Hands; was.now raken- quuc awa)l from
him. N

: The Ceremony of the Efpoufdls was pee-
formd with extraordinary: Magnificence 'by
Duke Francifeo, Uncle and Father in Law to
the new Queen, who fer cut immediacely for
Genoa, accompany’d by the Princefs of Piombina,
her firft Lady of Honour, and by Cardinal 4e+
quaviva, who deliver'd the Queen.to the Care
of the Marquefs de Jos ‘Balbazes late Viceroy. of
Sicily, to convey Her to Spair by Sea; bur this
Element not agreeing 'with her Health, fhe re+
folv’d to go by Land, and -paffing thro’ the
Southern Provinces of Framce, was complimentr
cd wherevér the came, with the:Honours due
to a2 Queen of Spain; and a Confort of the ﬁtﬁ:
Prince of the Blood. 1.

The Prince(s artiving-in Spam, the firft A&
of - Authority fhe exercis’d, was-upon the Prin-
cefs of Urfines.. :This Favourite of the King and
the .late Queen went to meet. the new Queen

‘as far as Xadraguez upon the Frontiers of Cafr

tille; but fthe was not receiv’d fo well as fhe ex-
pe&ed. She happen’d to be the firft Vi&im
which the -King facrific’d to his new Spoufe,
who being a Scrapger.to the Court of Spain,
and haying.no other Rule to dirett her, but-the
Inftru&ions which Alberoni fent her on that
Head to the Court of Parma, defi’d the King
to difmifs 2 Fayourite who. had fuch an Jofly-

$ ence
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ence over him as could not fubfift with the Un-
derftanding neceffary to be cultivated betwixt:
her and her. Husband. The King knew not
how to deny her this firft Boon, but all the Dif--
ficulty lay in the doing it; Alberoni plainly faw-
that the Generous Prince had not Refolation-
to fpeak to the Princefs about it himfelf,:
much lefs to ftand her Reproaches, or to forbear:
Tears if the thould throw herfelf at his Feet.
Therefore he "propos’d this Expedient, wiz..
that the King fhould only give his Confent, and
leave the Execution of it to the Queen herfelf.
From hence it appears, that ’twag Alberoni who
perfwaded the Princefs of Urfines to go and meet
the new Queen, becaufe her Majefty gave her
a cold Reception, and immediately order’d her

to depart her Chamber ; call’d for the Colonel .

of the Guards fent to meet her, and gave him
an Order in Writing to clap the Prineefs of Uy fines
forthwith in a. Coach, to condu& her to the
Frontiers of France, and to forbid her ever to-re=~
turn into Spain.- The Princefs refus’d to obey the
Queen’s Order,and demanded to fee one from the
King: which: Difobedience confirm’d the Queen
in the Chara&er -the had of her from Alberoniy
and that his Advice to remove her was very
feafonable. In the mean time the Colonel of,
the Guards, having a feoret Order to obey the
%xecn’s Will .in all Things; fhew’d it to the
difgrac’d Favourite, who then comply’d; but
could not help letting fall fome Expreflions of
her Chagrin and Refentment,, when fhe per-
ceiv’d how fhe had been trick’d by the Agent of
Parma, who had in this Inftance reveng’d both
himfelf and the Memory of his Patron the Duke
of Vendfm, whom this Favourite had always

thwarted,
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confiderable Changes in the chief Pofts, it
which tho’ Alberoni had not any Share, he
needed not to chide his Fortune, for he fo wife-
ly improv’d the Opportunity favourable to his
Advancement, that the Spaniards, who were be=
come jealous, becaufe Frenchmen and Ialians had
been fo long employ’d in Places of Truft, could
not murmur at his Advancement. :

At length the whole Ifland of Majorca was
reduc’d, about the End of Fune 1715, by the
Prudence and wife Condu& of the Chevalier de
Haffelt, without firing a Gun. This laft Con-
queft depriving the Enemies of Spain of all
Hopes of difturbing its Tranquility, King
Philip thought fit to abolifh the various Changes,
which the Badnefs of the Times had forc’d him,
to make in the Government; therefore he re-
eftablifh’d all Affairs in the Couneils upon the
Foot they were before his Acceffion to the

Crown, which more than ever gain’d him the
Heafts of his Subje&s, who are the only Exro~
Peans that are not fond of Novelties. -

While this pafs’d at one End of the Mediter-
ranean, the Levamt was cover’d with Ships of

War. The Sultan judging well that he could
not maintain himfelf upon the Throne, if he
did not find Employment for his Militia, whom
too much Reft certainly renders infolent, fell
upon the Penetians, as neareft at hand ; and after,
having arrefted their Bayliff, declar’d War
againit them with all the Forms, without giving
the leaftf Reafon for it; and in fpite of- the
Menaces of the: Auftrian Minifter, who declar’d
to the Divan, -that the Emperor could not
avoid fuccouring the Peretians his Allies, iIf: the

I orte
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of Bremen and Ferdenfrom the King of Denmark ;
and declaring War againft Sweder as Ele&or of
Hanover, he cover’d the Baltic with Englifp Ship~
ing. Spain. and Pirtugal too,” animated with
Sentiments of Pity and Compaffion for Chriften-
dom, - were not at reft, bat foon fént their .
Flécts to unite with the Penetians againft the
common Enemy. . o )
" Francey in’a State of Minority, was the only
Kingdom that remain’d neuter, at”a time of
univerfal Combuftion ; and indeed the Regency
was fo taken up to remedy thofe unavoidable
Difotders, which were the Effe& of a long and
obftinate War, that they were fcarce in a Con-
dition to think of any thing elfe. As foon a$
the fatal News of Lewss XIV’s Death came t0
Madyid,. King Philip confider’d whether he
fhould not improve his Claim of. Right.to be
Regent of France, beciufe he was the firft Prince
of the Blood, and Uncle to thé young King,
forafmuch as there were Inftinces of foreign
“Princes, who had ‘been Regents in France ; fuch
was Henry V, King of * Englaid, who wis owivd
‘Guirdian of King Charles VI, arid Regent of
‘his Kingdom ; fuch was Baldwin Ear) of Flandrs,
‘Tutor to young King Pkilip I. But Abbot 4}-
beroni, who now bégari to be heard in the King*

‘Cabinet, made him alter his Sentiménts, and
for¢’d him to confefs, thae ‘for his own Peacs,
and that of “Ewrdpe, he fhould abide by the
“Terims, of his Renunciations, and leave it to
‘thie Parliamént, to'commit the Guatdianthip to
whofe Hands they fhiould think fi. "A Couriér
-atriving fome Hours after this Conférence,
Théw'd that Alleroni-had judg’d wifely, aficr
‘they had "héatd all thig pafs’d in Favour o]f) tﬁ'e
o uke
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Confidence of their Majefties, he made lirge
Advances towards his being a Minifter of State,
efpecially when he was openly protefted by the
Queen, who admitted him into all the Affairs -
of the Cabinet; fo that the Cardinal Minifter
was only the Echo of Abbot Alberowi, who
never explain'd himfelf but by the Mouth either
of the King or thé Q;xeen. Vo
. The King of -England having fupprefs'd the
Rebellion in Scotlaid, refolv’d to travel to his
Heréditaty Dominions in Germany, where he
might be at hand to finith the Proje&s form’d
by the Council at Hancver. In fhort, his Ma-
jefty was no fooner arriv’d at Hanover, but there
came, tho’ incogiito; an Imperial  Minifter, and
another from the- Ceutt of France, with whom
he confer’d about bringing his Proje&s to Ma-.
turity. The Thing propes’d was no lefs than
‘the Plan of fuch a general Accommodation all
over Eurdpe, that nothing could ever difturb its
‘Tranquilicy hereafter.

The Abbot Du Bois, iow Secretary of State
“and Knight of the Order of Spirito Sauto, and
the Baron de Bentemreider, were thofe with
whom the Hanover Mihifters enter’d into Mea-
fures the moft “juft for executing a Decfign that
would be fo ufeful to all Chriftendom. But as
this Affair could not be determin’d without the
‘Intervention or Concurrence of Spain, Mr. Se-
¢retary Stanhope wrote about it by the King's
Order to Abbot A/beroni, and defir’d him to in-
cline his Catholick Majefty to come into his
Britanmick Majefty’s Plan of Peace. Abbot Ai-
beyoni imparted Mr. Stanbope’s Letter to the King
his Mafler, and by his-Order fent him an An-
fwer in fuch loofe-Terms, as gave Hopes. tl}l‘a.t

is
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his Catholick Majefty would ftill concur, as much
as lay in his Power, in any thing that might pro-
cure the Repofe of Europe and a folid Peace.
This Proceeding of the King of England en-
gag’'d Abbot Alberoni to fend without delay fome
unknown Perfon as a Spy to Hanovér, that he
might be exadly inform’d of what pafs’d there.
Then comparing the King of England’s Propofal
with the Offenfive and Defenfive Treaty of Al-
liance, which his Britamick Majéfty concluded
with the Emperor fome Months before, and re-
fle@ing at the fame time upon the Condu& of
the King of Sicily, who was alfo in Negotia-
tion fome Months before with his Imperial M4-
jefty, and who made his Quarrel with thé Court
of Rome a Pretence for his arming both in Sicily
and Savay, Albereni was ftrongly of Opinion, that if
the Turks had not'cut out Work for the Chriftian
" Princes, thé Emperor would foon have fet about
executing, if poflible, what he promis’d the
Baicelonians two Years before. Therefore he
gave King Philip to underftand, that he had un-
queftionable Information, that the King of Si-
cily was enter'd into a Negotiation for trans-
ferring that Kingdom to the Emperor for an
Equivalent, which would for ever have depriv'd
Spain of the Rights fhe has referv’d, contrar
to the Tenor of the Treaty of Utrechz, by whic
Spain yielded Sicily to his Sicilian Majefty, but
referved by the faid A& of Ceffion a Claufe of
.Reverfion and Devolution.
" The private Agent, whom Alberoni fent to
Hangver, having had the Cunning to gain the
Confidence of one of the chief Miniftérs, did
not fail to fend Memoirs of every thing that
paf'd to the Court of Madrid. He affirm’d,
o G 3 that
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that the Baron de Beintenréider had given the Ha-
nover Minifters to underftand in the cleareft Terms,
that his Imperial Majefty could not conferit to’
the Difmembring of the Dominions of the Crown
of Spain in Lraly ; and that he would facrifice all,
rather than leaye Sicily in the Hands of any o~
ther Sovereign, efpecially fuch a Prince as the,
King of Sicily. The King of England faw with
Difpleafure, that it would be impoffible to in-
cline the Court of Pienna (as then difpos’d) to
yield any part of their Pofleffions, and that on
the other hand jt might happen, that Spain, go-
vern’d by a Minifter who was fuch an Enemy
of the Houfe of Asftria, and of an enterprizing
Genius, would not omit the firft Opportunity
to engage Ewrope in & new War ; his Britannick
Majefty ‘therefore ;udg’d it abfolutely neceffary
to find out 2 due Temperament to reconcile
thofe two Powers, and thereby .prevent fuch
reat Misfortunes. In.this {o important Affair,
Eis Majefty took fuch Meafurcs as feem’d moft
agreeable to the Minifter of the Duke Regent
of France, who was concern’d to prevent every
the leaft Occafion of involying France in a2 War,
durifig the Minority. - ;
‘. In thefe Circumftances Alberoni employ’d ail
his Addrefs, to perfwade his Catholic Majefty,
that in good Politics he ougit to ftart before
his Enemies. Hec ran over the whole Condu&
of the Geimans, ever fince the Conclufion of the
Treaty for the Evacuation of Catalonia, and the
Nevwality of Zaly, and the Treatieslately con-
- :acd becwixe the Houfe of Auflsia and feveral
vooowrates. He afferied, that Contributions
¢:munded of the fralian Princes, contrary
i Tenor of uie Laeary of Neutralicy = He
: : repre~-
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reprefented the Eftablithment. of the Council . of
Spain at Vienna as an Infylt.on the Crown of
Spain : Laftly, he infifted parricularly on the Sen-
timents of the Spanifh Nation, who miftook for
Pufillanimity the Patience-with which the Court
bore all thofe Grievances, and the cdious Names,
‘with which all- th¢ Déclaratipns and Ordinances
of the Council ‘of Viemna were ftuft’d, in thofe
.Affairs which any ways concern’d the Subjc&s
of that Monarchy. ) "

His Catholick Majefty,, whafe Piety and In-
tegrity are his diftinguifhing” Qualities, alledg’d
the Engagements which he was under to the
Holy Father to undertake nothing againft the
Empc¢ror, , during the ‘War againlt the Turks;
and at the fame time he made him fenfible how
unwilling he was to weaken the Auxiliary Fleet
fo confiderably, when it dcpended upon a con-
fiderable Rejnforcement from Spajn.  But Albe-
ront overcame all thofe Scruples, and thew’d the

“King,: that his Enemy wonld not fail to im-
rove the firft Opportunity, ‘when neither the
gloly Father, nor any other Sovercign, would
be able to oppofe him ; that as to the Auxiliary
Fleet, that ought to be the leaft of his Majefty’s
Coancern, fince the Chriftian Fleet was Miftrefls
of all the Levant, where that of the Infidels
did not dare to appear; and finally, that his
Majefty was oblig’d to lay hold on an Oppor-
tunity, which perhaps would never return again,
to improve his juft Rights to the Dominjons torn
from him at Urecht ; and the rather, fince his
Majefty’s Conduct was authoriz’d by the Duke

of Savuy’s.
In fhort, the News came frefh from France and
g_ng'land,' that his Sicilian Majefty was in Treaty
5 4 with
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“with the Emperor to give him up the Kingdom
of Sicily. Alberoni hag had fome Sufpicions of
this Negotiation before, as has been already ob~
ferv'd, .and he was now affur’d of it by Advices
from the Minifters of thofe two Crowns, accor-
- ding to exprefs Order from their Mafters. *Tis
true, Alberoni made a different Ufe of the Intel-

ligence from what thofe who gave it him mainly .

intended ; which was to intimidate him, and to
incline him to procure the Confent of the King
“his Mafter, to enter into the Views of the Ha-
ncver Minifters. But 4leroni tcok Occafion from
thence to determine the King to come into his
‘own Views, fince otherwife he would have irre-
trievably ruin’d the Rights he had referv’d to
himfelf on Sicily. He alfo made ufe of this Ad-
vice to penetrate into the Defigns of the King
of Sicily. | For this reafon he often canfer'd with
‘the Savoy Minilter at the Court of Spair; and
in otder to fift ont his Mafter’s Defigns, and at
the fame time to put him under a Neceflity of
altering, or at lcaft delaying the Execution of
his Proje&s, an Offer was made to him of an
Offesfive and Defenfive Alliance, which it was
not believ'd he could refufe ; becaufe, when he
was ask’d the Reafon of his Mafter’s Arma-~
ment by Land and Sea, he alledg’d, that it was
to put himfelf in 2 Condition to fear nothing
from the Emperor, who would not acknowledge
the King of Sicily ; whereupon he had -reafon
to fear an Invafion from the Kingdom of Naples,
or to be attack’d in his Hereditary Dominions
by Forces from the Milanefe, as foon as the Em-
peror could make ufe of his Troops which were
employ’d in Hungary, where the Imperialifts
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for it, and the Cardinal gave fuch good Otdcrs
every where that nothing was wanting, but the
Order or rathet the Royal-Confeat for, Execution.
The Squadron which -return’d from the Levant,
was provided. at - Barcelona with. alj Neccﬂ'aues
for a- Defeent, and reinforcd by more Ships,
while others were kept ready in other Harbours
of the Kingdom to back them. - As many Tran{-
port Ships as poffible were affembl’d, but they
did not think fit;fo bring fo many.as they want-
ed into that Harbour, becaufe it would have
alarm’d the Powers, whom the Motion of the -
Troops delign’d for the Defcent had already

made uncafy.- But the -Gardinal found out ap
Expedient prais’d in the like Cafe by other Po-

tentates, which was to oblige the Foreign Ship-

g thar were m the Harbour, when they thould

bave need -of-‘em, to land 'thext Effe@s, and to

ferve: the Staté,” paying them their Frexght for

the Time they ferwd.

While the Gardinal thus 1ﬁucd h.ls Orders ac-
eordmgly te 3ll Places, pretending all the while
to fend an .expragrdinary Reinforcement to the
Tevant ; hetook care to found the States of Ia=
by, which be knew could not be {atisfy’d with
the ‘Augmentgtion, of the Power of the Houfe of

ufiria. He allo fent Emiffarias into the King-
dom of Naples, which always {warms with
Malccontents: gnd forry Fellows, ufually em-
ploy’d on the like -Occafions. In fhort, he was
~ of Opinion that the greatelt Part of kaly only
wanted a favourable Opportunity to declare
againft the Houfe of Auffria ; and that as {oon
as the Troops were landed on their Coatft, there
would be a general InfurreGion. It appeard

yery plain, that the King of Sicily only detgd
that
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‘againft a-Prince Whofe Arms were a&nally em-
'Eloy’d in the Defence of Chriftianity. The
mperor beinyg the Perfon moft eoncern’d, made
the greateft Qurcry. After he had given Or
ders for fending as many Saccours to Sardinia,
-&s poffible, he difpatehi’d othets.to the Count de
‘Gallafch, his Embaflador at Rome, ro.make the
ftrongeft -and moft vigorous, but, at the fame
time, the -moft refpeciful Complaints of it to
the Holy Fathier, whom the Council of Vienna
accus’d at fitft of conniving with Spain ; and be-
liev'd that he was as well mform’d of this Pro=
je&, before it was pit in Execution, as he was
of the Marriage of the Princefs of Parma.
“The Imperial Embaflador difcharg’d his, Com-
* miffion in fuch a frank Manner, as was afluredly
not at all relifi’d by 'the Holy Father ; who, to
appeafe the Emperor, protefted openly that he
Kad no hand in the Defigns of the Cathelic
King, and.rail'd moft bitrerly againft the new
Cardinal, who, he faid, -had abus’d his good
Nature; dnd deceiv’d him. But the Imperial
Minifter was-not f{atisfy’d-with bare Words, for
he knew ‘the contrary of all that the Pope had
told him; and was convinc’'d that he was not
only privy to the Defign of the Sparifh Fleet,
but that he had alfo made ufe of -his Authority
to perfuade fome of the kakan' Princes to de«
-clate for ‘Spain. 'Thetefore he- demanded real
“Fats, namely, that the Pope fhould break.off
all Commerce with Spain, recal his Nuncio, who
-had been;-concern’d in part of the Intrigue,
annul the Bull which-granted King Philip the
“‘Tenthsof the Eftates of the Clergy of Spain
and the- Indies, and degrade Cardinal . Alberoni
+from the Honouts of his Cap and Purple: -
} Thele
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" Thefe Propofals put the Ploly Father to 2
terrible Nonplits'; in the mean time -he muft
give Satisfaction to the Court of Vienna, or be-
hold the Territories of the Holy See expos’d to
Military Executions, with which the faid Court
threaten’d 4ll the Princes of Iraly, whom they
fufpe&ted to be in a Correfpondence with Spaiw.
The Holy Father fent for the Cardinals -Acqua*
wiva and del Giudici to his Cabinet, to ¢onfulé
with them what Courfe he fhould take to fatisfy
the one without dffending the other. Giwdici ex-
cus’d himfelf from meddling in thofe Affairs, of
awhich he pretended he had nio Knowledge, tho’
his Negotiations, as he pifs’d’ to Gema and
and Twurin, when ke retir'd ffom Spain to Rome,
were able to convince him of the ¢ontrary.
Cardinal Acquaviva went to his Holinefs, whom
he found very much alarm’d ; .and ‘they agree
to write immediately to’ Madrid, to Know thé
upthot of the Refolutions of the Cardinal and
the Courts and that in the mean timé the: Holy
Father fhould pretend abundance of Anger in
‘public, on purpole, if poflible, to btind thé
Imperial Minifter. In fhort, thé.Sham was¢dr-
ry’d on {0 far, as'to thréaten Cardinal Acquiviva
with recalling the Nuncio from Madrid; to
Which the'Cardinal anfwer'd very warmly,” that
the Holy Fathér was his own Mafter, and
vmight do'ds he pleas’d; but that if "he did
‘as he threaten’d, no more Nuncios would be re-
«ceivid for the fature in thé Dominions of the
King his Mafter. LT o
__. All'this mighty Quarrel ended only in Words,
and the Holy Father came véry well off by
writing two Letters, one to his Nuncios in
. Co - Germany,
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Germany, and another to the King of Spain, or
rather to his chief Minifter. Here follows the

firft.

Forafmuch as, upon the News of the Refolution
taken by the Spanith Court to turn thofe Ships againft
Sardinia, which according to Jo many repeated Pro-
mifes Spain had not only defign’'d for thé Levant a=
gamft the Turk, but had given out they were already
gone that Way, the World will perbaps be curions to
know bow his Holinefs will carry it in fo important @
Funéture, both for bis oun Honour, and for that of
the Holy See : I effeem it therefore neceffary to let your
Lordbip know, that his Holinefs was no fooner affur’d
of the horrid Fault, but he was refolv'd to fend an
Exprefs to the Nuncio in Spain, with Oxders to de-
liver King Philip a Letter of the fame Tenour with
the Copy bereto amnex’d ; and to tell him moreover,
(as to the Indubo’s granted him by his Holinefs for
two Subfidies ; one to raife a Million and half upon
the Eftates of the Ecclefiafticks in the Indies ; the
other for 500000 Ducats, Spanith Money ; in order
to employ the Produce towards the Charges which bis
Majefly fhould be at in bis Expedition agairft the
Turks, both divefled to the faid Nuncio for Exe<
cution,) that if as yet they had not been executed, they
Should remain of no EffcSt, fince the Canfe was ceas'd.
Your Lordhip may in cafe of Need reprefent to whoms
it may be convenient, the Importance of this Step taken
by his Holinefs, both with regard to the Letter, and
20 the other Refolution which accompanys it ; and you
may add the Confequences like to refult from it, to the
end that every ane may be convinc’d of the Candor, as
well as Vigor, with which his Holinefs has, and
does fill behave an this Occafion. "

Rowmgs, Septemb. 4. 1717. B
: ut
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But the Letter which the Holy Father wrote
with his own Hand to the Catholick Ring, and
which he did net fail to value himfelf upon to
the Emperor, isa plainer Indication than any
other Refle@tions which may be made, whether
or no the fame was not concerred to mollify
the juft Refentment of the Council of Vienna
the rather, becaufe it had no Effe&, fince the Nun-
cio ftay’d, and that the Catholick King went on
quietly to raife the Tenths, in Contempt of the
Pope’s Prohibitions ; who, if he had rot con-
" pivd at it, would have had Recourfe to the
Thunder of the Vatican, rather than be difo-
bey’d.

The Important and Politick Letter which fol-

lows was infcrib’d indeed to the King, but writ-.

ten for Cardinal Alberoni.

A LETTER fromthe Por tothe King
of SPaIN.

Mot Dear Son in Fefs Chrift, Health
and Apoftolical Benediction.

« S We no ways doubted the Aflurarces
« your Majefty had given Us more than
““ once, that the Ships of War which We had
¢ inftantly demanded of you, and which you had
““ caus’d to be equip’d, were defign’d for pow-
“ erfully fuccouring the Chriftian Fleet againft
“ the Turks : Upon which Perfwafion, and to
“ contribate to your Glory, We prefently im-
“ parted it in Confiltory to QOur venerable
“ Brethren, the Cardinals of the Holy Roman

% Church; and alfo what was afterwards ad-
H “ vis'd

-
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< vis’d on your Part, that thofe Ships had’ fet
 Sail to go to the Levant to fupport the Common
¢ Caufe, as you had often promis’d Us. We were
 fo much the more perfwaded of this, as We de-
““fird it with Ardour, having receiv’d Advice,
“ that that Fleet, altho’ it had valiantly defended
“ the Caufe of the Chriftian Name, expected
“ with Impatience the Arrival of thofe Auxiliary
¢ Ships, finding themfelves very much fatign’d
“ by the bloody Battles lately fought in the Ar-
“ chipelago.

“ Your Majefty may then judge of the Sur-
“ prize and Grief We have been in, upon the
“ News lately fpread, that your Ships had not
 taken the Road you had mark’d to Us, but
“ another dire&ly contrary to your Promifes ;
“ {o_that the Orthodox Religion could not hope
“ for any Succours from it, but on the contrary
““ had all Reafon to be in Fear of moft dangerous
“ Confequences. :

“ We profefs to you, that hitherto We have
““ endeavour’d to foften the Grief We had con-
“ ceiv’d upon this News, in not believing that
‘¢ any Credit ought to be given to it, altho’ it
“ was confirm’d by the Difcourfe and by the
““ Complaints of many, becaufe We look’d upon it
¢ as a Thing dire&ly contrary to your great Pi-
“ cty, the Faith of your Promifes, and even to
 the Duty of a Catholick King, in a Time
“ when the Church was in fo great Danger.

“ But as the common Report of this Affair,
 {pread on all Sidcs, makes Us fear, that by
“the Artifices of fomc Perfons you may have
“ been drawn, againit your own Inclination, into
“ this deftrué&tive and dangerous Defign, which,
¢ as ’tis faid, you have alrcady made known :

“Qur

Y U
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¢ Qur fincere and paternal Charity towards you
“ permits Us not to hold our Peace in (o great -
‘¢ a2 Danger, not only to your Reputation, but
«“ even to your Soul. For who does not fee
¢ what Account you have to give to the
“ King of Kings, and what Stain this would be
“ to your Reputation, if your Counfellors thould
“ be able to extort from you a Defertion of the
“ Common Caufe ; that you fhould have no Re-
¢ gard to the Perilg of the Chriftian Religion 3
 and that forgcttin? yourfelf, you thould carry
““ elfewhere the Troops and Arms defign’d to a
“ facred War, and to the Defence of the Holy
“ Church ; and that you fhould not regard the
¢ Faith you have given to us, or rather to God,
¢ who will not be mocked, and in whofe Name
“ we have received your Promifes? Thefe Coun-
“ fellors will draw upon thémfelves the terrible
« Effe@s of the Divine Vengeance ; they have
« given to your Majefty. fuch pernicious Coun«
“{els, as tarnifh the Glory eof your Royal
“ Name, elude the Cares and the Efforts of Our
¢ Pafioral Fun&ion for the Defence of the Chrif«
« tian Name ; and which, in fine, God, terrible
“ to the Kings of the Earth, will not permit to
 pafs unpunith’d.
‘ What Offences in Effe& may not your Mi-
« nifters bring upon them, for counfelling you to
¢ prefer them to the Caufe of God ? What Rea~
“ fons can they 2lledge which ought to be pre~
¢ fer'd to the Good of the Catholick Religion,
“ to the Advancement of the Glory of Gods
“ and to the urgent Neceflities of the Chriftian
“ Commenwealth ? Can they take for Pretence,
. % that Jefus Chrift has in any thing fail'd in his
. % Werd to them, or that he has done them any
.. Ha “ Io~

<
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« Injuftice for maintaining their Want of Faith
“ in him, and abandoning the Caufe of his
“ Name and his Rights, to which they were
“ oblig’d ?

“ We motft inftantly pray then your Majefty,
“ and conjure you, in the Name of Jefus Chritt,
 as we have freely reprefented to you, but with
“ a paternal Affetion, that according to your
“ Equity and fingnlar Prudence, you make fe-
“rious Refle&ions upon Dangers of the
¢ Chriftian Commonwealth, the Church and
 Chrift’s Religion ; and that you will pleafe to
“liften to Us; Us, who hold the Place of a
“ Father to you, who love you tendetly, who
““ give you true and falutary Counfels; rather
* than to thofe Sons of Defiance, who think not
“ but of Things of this World; and who, de-
* firing not fo much your Grandeur, as to ac-
 quire your Applaufe, infpire you with De-
“ figns advantagious in Appearance, but moft
* pernicious in Effe& ; and that you will take 2
* Refolution that will make you leave things in
% the State they were; or if thofe Counfellors
* have induc’d you to make an Alteration, that
 you will reflore them again to their former
« State, and thereby recover your Glory and
« your Conlcience, contribute to the public

“ Tranquility, and prevent, in fine, the Com~

¢ plaints of all good Men.
¢ Our venerable Brother Pompeio, Archbithop
« of Neo-Cefarea [ Adyianople] our Nuncio at
¢ your Court, will tell you more upon this Sub-
“ je& ; and We pray you to be pleas’d to liften
10 him always with Favour, as you have been
““us’d to do. In the mean time, we fhall not
“ ceafe to piay to God, in whofe Hands are the
' ¢ Hearts
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¢ Hearts of Kings, that he will give the
“ Strength to our Words and our Councils, that
““ they may be able to foften the Mind of your
“ Majefty, and make you form Defigns that
‘“ may not ftop the Courfe of the Celeftial Bene-
“ di&ions upon you; but that he may fhower
““more and more upon you, for the continual
“ Good of your Kingdom : And as a Pledge of
¢ our Pontifical Charity, we give you moft affec-
& tionately our Apgftolical Benediction.

Given at Rome, at Sta. Maria Majora, under
the Fxfber’s Seal, the 25th of Auguft, Anno
1717, and of our Papacy the 17th.

All the Potentates of Europe form’d almoft
the fame Complaints againft the Conduét of the
Spanifh Miniftry, but no Body with more Ear-
neftnefs than the Engli/p Minifter, whofe Coun-
try Men had fuffer'd by this Expedition; for a
great Number of Englih Ships, and thofe of
other Nations, were feiz’d in the Eaftern Ports
of Spain, to join the Spanifh Fleet ; upon which
the Confuls were prefs’d with abundance of
Complaints ; and they, in their Turn, apply’d
to the Britih Minifter refiding at Madrid, who
prefented 2 Memorial to Carginal Alberons, de
manding the immediate Releafe of all the Euglifb
Ships made ufe of againft Sardinia. The Mi-
nifters of other Powers top were willing to be
inform’d of the Caufe of an Expedition fo un-
foreleen, and made at 3 Time when it was be-
liev’d that po Body had lefs Caufe of Apprchen-
fion than the Emperor. All thefe prefling Soli-
citations did, at laft, oblige the Cardinal
publifh the followingé\dauifeﬁo, which wae

3 .
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his own Compofition, and drawn up in Form of

a Letter from the Secretary Grimaldo, to all the
Spanifb Minifters at Foreign Courts. :

LOPY of a LETTER of the Mar-
que[s Grimaldi, one of the Principal Secre-
taries of State in the Court of Madrid, to
the Minifters of bis Catholic Majefly, in the
[feveral Foreign Courts. Dated Auguft 9,

1717,

# Y T is not to be doubted, that the Paflage

“ and Employment of the Forces of the
* King (whom God preferve) for the Reduc-
“tion of the Ifland of Sardinia, at a Time
¥ when all the Chriftian States had reafon to
“ perfuade themfeclves, that that Armament was
¥ defign’d to reinforce the Chriftian Fleet againft
* the common Enemy, according to the gene-
““rous Offers which his Majefty had made to
“ his Holinefs, has much furpriz’d your Excel-
¢ lency, ‘as well as the Public, feeing, that even .
“ I myfelf have been extreamly aftonifh'd at i,
“ who having the Honour to be fo near his
*“Majelty, may be allowed, fo much the more,
*¢ to know, what no Body is unacquainted with;
*¢his Uprightnefs, his Juftice, his Religious Ob~
* fervance of his Royal Word, his extream De~
* licacy in Matters of Confcience, and his Supe-
“ riority of Spiri¢ in Adverfities, which are fo
* many Parts that compofe this Monarch, and
“ make him furpafs his Predeceflots the moft
“ Catholic and the moft Holy. Inthe mean time,
* who ‘can imagine, that a Prince, adorn’d with
*all thefe Virtues, forgetting himfelf (as we
' o : “ may
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“ may fay) fo much, fhould undertakc an A&
“ of Hoftility againft the Archduke, ata time
“ when he had upon his Hands fo dangerous a
“ War againft the Zurks, and when even the
““ Coafts of the Ecclefiaftical State were threat-
“ en’d with an Invafion ? The Cafe being thus,
“ no body can reafon otherwife, than that the
 Motives muft be very great and very prefling,
“ that fhould force fuch-a Refolution ; Motives
““ which after a ong and furprizing Silence I have
¢ at laft been inform’d of from the living Oracle
¢ of his Majefty’s facred Mouth, with Order to
£ communicate it to your Excellency, which I

¢ fhall do with all poffible Brevity.

“ Greatnefs of Soul made his Majefty bear
¢ with the Difmemberment of his Dominions,
“ which the Plenipotentiaries would facrifice to
““the Tranquility of Europe. After which he
“ perfwaded himfelf, that thefe ftipulated Sacri-

£¢ fices thould have at leaft fecur’d to him the reft

£ of this Nation, as glorious as affliGed. But
“ no fooner had he parted with the Surrender

 of Sicily in Favour of the Repofe of Spain, up-

“ on the Condition of the Evacuation of Cara-
“ lonia, and the Ifle of Majorca, than he found,
“ that the Orders receiv’d for that Purpofe were
““ conceal’d.; and when at laft it came to the
“ Knowledge of his Alijes, it was pretended,
“ that the Treaty thould be executed, by virtue
¢ whereof his Majefty demanded the Evacnation
“ of the Places. Nothing was more eafy for
* that purpofe, than for the Garrifons of thc
“ Archduke to have furrender’d to the King’s
* Troops the Gates of the Places they pofiefsd,
£¢in the fame manner as was reciprocally prac-
£ tisd among the Potentates. of Exrepe ; but '
) ' "H 4 ‘ “ quit
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‘“quite on the contrary, the Generals of the
¢ Archduke, violating the publick Faith of Trea-~
“ ties, and rthe reciprocal Engagements, aban-
*“ don’d the- Places to the Catalans, making them
“ at the fame time believe that they would foon
“ return, and thereby fomented their Difquiet
¢ and rebellious Spirit fo far, as to induce them
< to think of a furious and obftinate Refiftance ;
< and for the better Support of that Refiftance,
¢ which was the more injurious to his Majefty,
“ as it was powerful, the Generals, when they
« embark’d, permitted that the Horfes of their
“ Troops fhould be left and abandon’d to the
* Rebels. And they had even a Defign to de-
“liver to them Offalric, a Place that had been
“ put into their Hands for the more eafy and
¢ {afe Imbarkation of their Troops.

“ What Expences, what Deftru&ions, and
‘¢ what Afflictions and Miferies, has not this Vi~
“ olation of Faith, and Contravention of Trea-
““ ties, which ought to be facred, brought upon
‘s Spain ? The Continuation of the War had been
““ lefs fenfible, and the Loffes it might have
“ brought, more glorious to Spam.

« With all this, the King, for the Love of
- publick Peace, diffembled, and fhut his Eyes
“ upon the continual Succours that came from
“ Naples to fupport the Boldncfs of the Rebels,
““ in hopes of procuring Step by Step Repofe to
“ his Subjeés, after fo long and ruinous 2 War,
“ and another without Name. How much more
‘ eafy would it have been to his Majefty to
¢ Rave invaded, with his powerful Armies and
< Squadrons, the Dominions the Archduke pof- -
“ {o{s’d, “to make him fenfible of the irjurious

% and infidious Treatment he had been guilcy Bof ?
. (43 ut
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« The King, after this, believ’d that a Con~
« du& fo fincere and difinterefted would have
¢ produced in the Mind of the Arch-Duke, if
-« not a Defire of Peace, at leaft the Attention
« and Regard which is obferved even among
¢ declard Enemies, and the Generals of Ar-
“ mies, in fight of one another ; among whom
« reciprocal Civilitics are obferv’d. But far from
¢« following that Pra&ice, injurious Deelara-
“tions have on the contrary been publifh’d at
<« Vienna, in Italy, and in Flanders, againft the
« Perfon of the King, and againft his Crown,
“fo far as to caufe the Inquifitor General of
« Spain to be feiz’d, notwithftanding that he was
“ furnith’d with the Pope’s Paflport, fortified
“ with the Confent and Approbation of Cardi-
“ nal Schrottenbach. This 1aft A& bas recalled
“ to the Mind of his Majefty the paft Offences,
“and the Obligations that lie upon a King to
“ revenge himfelf, and acquire Satisfacion for
¢ the Injuries he has fuffer'd ; which he cannot
“ difpente with, without weakening his Autho-
“ rity in the Minds of his People; who will
“look upon him as incapable of fecuring their
“ Repofe, if he puts up the Affronts that are
“ offer’d to his Crown. :

 Upon all which, it is to be confider’d, that
« the Miniftry of ZJienna have at all times
«{ought all poffible Means of humbling the
« Minds of a Nation fo fcrupulous and delicate
¢ in the Point of Honour, and who take {uch
“ Offence at a publick Injury offer’d their King.
“ Nothing but thefe ferious Confiderations could
“ have put a ftop to the Courfe of his Majefty’s
“ Intentions of fending the powerful Succours
¢ that were prepar’d againft the Enem}: o}{ the

: . ¢ Arch-
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#¢ Arch-Duke the Turk, and excite his Juftice to
““employ them in a lawful Vengeance.. *

~ “ Your Excellency is charg’d to make known,
 That his Majefty, who has concur’d in ad-
*¢ jufting the Differences of Rome with a Zeal
‘“and Intention fo pure, for the Good and Ho-
#¢ nour of the Church, could never, without the
*moft powerful Motives, have ftop’'d thofe
“ Forces with which he was always difpos’d to
* aggrandize it. And it is a great Mortification
“to me, to fee that thefe Succours demanded
““by his Holinefs, are for fome time delay’d,
*¢ which his Majefty thro’ a juft Refentment
 cannot avoid. It were to be hop’d, that the
¢ Condu& of the Minifters of a Prince fo con-
“ fiderable as is the Arch-Duke, had been re- ,
“ gulated and proportion’d to the Dignity of .a
“ Sovereign ; and that they had not exposd
* themfelves to the juft Blame that is due to a
“ continual and manifeft Want of good Faith.

Thefe Reafons, tho’ plaufible in Appearance,
gave Satisfalion to no body. The Emperor
being apprehenfive that {fome of the Princes of
Jtaly would fuffer themfelves to be mifled, re-
peated his Threats, the moft terrible Storm of
which fell upon the Duke of Parma, whofe Do-
minions he was refolv’d to fequeftrate ; by this
Means he chaftis'd two at once, the Duke and
the Pope. However, he forbore farther Me-
naces, under an Apprehenfion that fuch Severity
would exafperate the Parties. Notwithftand-
ing this Condu&, the Duke was really frighted,
and fent a Difpatch to Cardinal 4guaviva to
entreat the Pope, to caafe the Standard of the
Church to be fet up in his Capital City, ang to
B ar-
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Garrifon it in his own Name ; as feveral of his
Predeceflors had done, apparently with a View,
that the Emperor’s Cuiraffiers would have
ater regard to his Holinefs’s Troops than to
is own. The King of England and the Duke
Regent of France not being fatisfy’d with the
Reafons alledg’d in the Cardinal’s Manifefto, re-
new’d their Complaints, and gave out, more ef-
pecially the former, that if the Court of Spain
did not put a flop to the Execution of their
Proje&s againft faly, his Majefty would be ob-
lig'd, by Virtue of the Treaty of May 1716,
to affift the Emperor his Ally. i
. The Cardinal reply’d to the King of Eng-
land’s Remonftrance, with very prefling Com-
. plaints againft the Britib Miniltry’s Condu&,
in negociating the faid Treaty of Alliance, as
incompatible with thofe of the Peace and Com-
merce concluded at Utrecht in the Reign of
Queen Arme, and afterwards renew’d upon King
George’s Acceffion to the Crown : Since it is evi-
dent the Signing of the abovemention’d Treaty
in the Month of May 1716, was a kind of De-
claration of War againft Spaix; in regard that
England engaging in that Treaty to maintain
the Houfe of Auftria in the Pofleflion of all
their Rights and Claims, publickly efpous’d
their Caufe againft Spain, with which the faid
Houfe of Auftria had not yet made a Peace;
becaufe they refus’d to quit the Poffeflion of
feveral Dominions belonging to that Crown.
How reafonable and well grounded foever thefe
Complaints appear’d to the Cardinal, which the
Marquefs de Monteleone, Ambaflador of Spain at
the Britih Court, made to King George, in the

Name of the King his Mafter ; no other An-
{wer
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During all thefe Tranfa&ions, the Marquefs
de Lede did not let flip the leaft Opportunity
that might promote the entire Conqueft of Sar-
dinia. 'The Marquefs Ruby was furpriz’d in his
Retreat by a Detachment commanded by
Count Pozuelz, againft whom the Marquefs
valiantly defended himfelf four Hours, till ha-
ving loft above half his Convey, which only
confifted of 150 Horfe, and being wounded in
the Arm, he made his efcape into 2 Wood in
the Difguife of a Peafant, leaving to the Mercy
of the Spaniards the Count Sam Antsnio Gene-
ral of the Gallies of Sardinia, who was taken
Prifoner with fix or feven Officers : Thefe were
the firft Fruits of the Triumph, and great Care
was taken to convey them forthwith into Spain.
The Marquefs Ruby retir’d to Larghero ot Algeriy
a Place in a fufficient Condition of Defence, fi-
tuate feventy Miles from Cagliari, on the Wef~
tern Coaft of the Ifland, where he met with
part of the Regiment of Hamilton, {ent thither
from the Milanefe, as foon as notice was given
there of the Defcent of the Spawiaids. The
Vice-Roy did not ftay long. at Laighero,
and had fcarce Time to provide for the
Defence of that Place and of Caflel Arra<
gonefe, 36 Miles on the North of Larghero,
when he receivid Advice that Cagliari had
capitudated; and that Saffari lying between
Larghero and Cafiel Arragonefe, and being the
Capital City of the Northern Part of the Ifland,
dignify’'d with an Archiepifcopal See, had de~
clar’d for the Spaniards, who were become Maf~
ters of the whole Ifland, except thefe two
Places : So that being continually apprehenfive
of falling into the Hands of the Spaniards, he
Quitsesd
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quitted Sardinia, and retir’d to Getoa, with fome
Noblemen of the Ifland that adherd to the
Intereft of the Houfe of Auftria. His Depar-
ture was foon follow’d by the Surrender of the
two only Places, where he had left a Garrifon.
Thus the Marquefs de Lede compleated the Con-
queft of this Kingdom in two Months.

The Advice of thefe Proceedings receiv’d at
Moadrid, caus’d Cardinal Alberoni to take Cou-
rage, who fufpe@ing that the Germans might
make a longer Refiftance, began to defpair of
the Succefs of that Enterprize, on which de-,
pended that of the Projec he had form’d againit
the' other Dominions of ZJtaly. On the other
hand, the Minifters of Frame and England did
not ceafe folliciting the Court tQ fufpend the
Execution of thofe Projeé&s, into the Secret of
which they could not penetrate: For how myf~
terious f{oever the Condu& of Minifters of
State may for the moft part appear to be, yet
it’s known that fomewhat is u({)xally, lgt fall on
which a ConjeGure may be grounded: But
upon this Occafion, fince the Armament of the
Spaniards, as little Infight has been got into their
Defigns, as if the War were but juft begun,
which has given upon good Grounds a great
Idea of the Cardinal’s Capacity, who not being
able to do every thing himfclf, had the Judg-
ment to pitch upon Perfons {o very faithful in
keeping the Secret fo inviolably : He made ufe
of the good Difpofitions he found the King in,
(upon the Arrival of the Courier that brought
the News of the Surrender of the whole Ifland of
Saidinia) to incite that Prince to purfue a Projeét,
the Beginnings of which were fo fuccefsful ; and
to anfwer the Minilters of Frawce and England

' with

[ )
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with a firm Refolution. His Catholick Ma=
jefty exprefling to him the Satisfaition he had -
in his Condu&, gave him full Power to a& as
he fhould think fit in carrying on the proje&ed
Defign. The Cardinal made the firft Ufe of
his Power, by giving thofc Minifters whom his
Condu& had made uneafy, a fatisfaGory An-
fwer, at leaft in Appearance; and affur’d them
that the King his Mafter facrificing his own In~
tereft to the Tranquility of Ewurepe, would con-
tent himfelf for the prefent with the Conqueft
of Sardimia, and that they might affure their
Mafters of it. He immediately difpatch’d In-
ftructions to the Spamifh Minifters at London, at
Paris, and at the Hague, to give the fame Affu-
rances to the Sovereigns at whofe Courts they
refided ; and to adjuft all their Anfwers, to ail
the Remonftrances that might be made to them,
according to that Plan.

However, he us'd no lefs Expedition to for-
ward the raifing of new Regiments, and refit-
ting of the Ships come back from Sardinia; to
caufe others to be bought in all Ports, and
others to be launch’d in all the Docks of Spaix ;
to ere@ good Magazines on all the Coaits, and
Fun&ually to defray all the Expences neceflary for
o great Preparations. So that all Europe was in
the greateft Surprize to fee Spain, whofe Treafure
fome Years ago feem’d to be fo exhaufted, that
fhe was in no Capacity to fit out a {mall Fleet
to Sea, fhould now find Refources fufficient to
anfwer all the Charges incur’d to this Inftant;’
and thofe Sums of Money that are propos’d to
be laid ‘out, in order to have one of the moft
confiderable Fleets at Sea, and an Amy ca-
pable of putting vaft Defigns in Execution.

How-



Cardinal ALBERONIL 113

However, England did not {uffer herfelf to be

decoy’d by the fair Promifes of the }S}dmﬂv Mi-
nifter ; and while fhe made a fhew of believing
every thing that was told her, _fhe regulated her
Condu& even according to that of Spamn: And
as the latter continu’d without Intermiffion to
make great Preparations, fo.the Miniftry of
London loft no time in fitting out a numerous
Fleet capable of making Head againft that of
Spain. .
While this pafs’d, the Means of Negotiation
weré not negleGted ; Colonel Stankope was fent to
Madrid to join with M. Bubb, and the Court of
France difpatch’d thither the Marquefs de Nancre.
Thefe Minifters had ample Inftru@ions to nego~
tiate (if it’ were poffible) an-Accommodation
between the Court of Spain and the Emperar,
who had in fome Meafure refer’d his Intereft to
King George, defiring his Afliftance by virtue of
the Treaty of Alliance of 1716. .

The Abbot du Bois went to London to cqncert
the neceffary Meafures with his Britannic Majefty,
whofe Armament did alfo give fome Jealoufy to
France. o o :

In the mean while, the King of Sicily gave
Umbrage to all his Neighbours. The Emperor
believing him to be in concert with Spain, was
apprehenfive that he would favour a Defcent on
the Kingdom of Naples, by falling into the Mi-
lanefe, which was the Caufe that the Prince of
Leewwenftein, Gavernor of Milan, loft no time in
putting into a Pofture of Defence all the Places
of that Dutchy, that appear’d moft expofed to
the firlt Infults of fuch a Neighbour. The
Pope, 30d the other Princes of Jaly, as well as
Spain, taking notice of the Proceedings of this

- ; | { Prince,
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Prince, who had fent fome of his Minifteys to
the Court of Pienna (where it was reported that
a Marriage was negotiating between an Arch-
dutchefs and the Prince of Piedmont) were, in a
manner, perfuaded, that he only waited for the
firft Opportunity to declare for the Emperor.
Spain, more efpecially, conceiv’d a greater Jea-
toufy than the others, when having caus’d an
Alliance to be proposd to his Sicilian Majefty,
he only receiv’d loofe Anfwers, or Propofals fo
extravagant, that it might be cafily perceiv’d
that the faid Prince only aim’d to fpin out the
Bufinefs, in order to make his own Advantage
of the firt favourable Opportunity. This in~
duc’d the Cardinal to write to the King of Sici-
ly, and to offer him the following Articles of

iance. .

"I * That there fhould be an offenfive and
“ defenfive League between the two Kings, for’
“as long a time as that of Sicily fhould de-
“« . -

¢ fire. o :
" IL “ That Spain, after having fubdued the
¢ Kingdom of Naples, and not fooner, fhould
< provide and mgintain’ at her proper Coft, du-
+ “ ring the War in Lombardy, 3000 Horfe and .
€ 12000 Foot, to carry on the Conqueft of the
“State of Milan, jointly with the Troops of
« the King of Sicily; and farther be obliged to
“ maintain a Fleet in the Seas of Ialy.
III. * That Spain thould yield and deliver up
“ the State of Milan to the King of Sicily. = °
1V. “ That Spain thould continue the War,
“ till the entire State of Milan "be. fubducd,
': ?Idd as lohg as the King of Sicily thould think
gt .
' V. “ That
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¢ and the other half Piedmontefe, under Piedmon~
““ tefe Governors and Spanih Commanders.

V. “ That after the reducing of the King-
“ dom of Naples, 20000 Men of the Troaps of
“ his Catholic Majefty fhould enter the Mila-
““ nefe, to join the Troops of Piedmom, obfer-
“ ving, with refpect to the Conquefts in that
‘¢ Country, the fame Regulation as in the King-
¢ dom of Naples. :

VI. “ That the Contributions rais’d in the
“ State of Milan fhould be equally divided be-
“ tween the Confederate Powers. _ .

VIL “ That the Winter-Quarters fhould be
“ entirely at the Difpofal of his Sicilian Ma-
b jcﬁy. . . .

VIIL- “ That fince his Catholic Majefty
 could not fend Artillery into the Milanefe, his
« Sicilian Majefty fhould provide him with Am-
“ munition, upon Condition that his Catholic
¢ Majefty fhould defray all the Charges.

The Cardinal not being fo mere. 2 .Novice
in Politics, as not to perceive what was the
Import of fuch an Anfwer, was confirm’d in-
his Sentiments, that.there was fome:Juggle be-
tween the Courts of Vienma and Turin: And the
Court of Frame alfo, after having fent the
Count de Medavi to Turin, without being able to
dive into the King of Sicily’s Views, judg’d it
a point of Prudence to repel Armament by Ar-
mament, and caus’d a Body of Troops to
march into Dauphine.. . .

The Court of Rome had fcarce made a2 Peace
with that of Spamn, by granting the Cardinal’s
Hat to the Abbot A/feroni, when that Minifter’s

' v 4 good
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good Fortune occafion’d new Broils between the
two Courts. '

Tne Bithop of Malaga dying, King Philip
gratify’d the new Cardinal with that Bifhopric,
the Revenue of which amounts to above 70000
Crowns, and the Pope immediately difpatch’d
his Bulls to him for that purpofe : Thefe were no
fooner fent from Rome, when Advice was brought
thither that the Cardinal de Arias, Archbifhop
of Svil, having likewife paid his Tribute to
Nature, the King had nominated the Cardinal
to that rich Archbifhopric ;-and that his Emi-
nency having refign’d the Bifhopric of Malaga,
his Majefty had difposd of it in Favour of an-
other. The Imperial Minifter laid hold of this
Opportunity to infinuate to the Pope, that his
Holinefs would -difoblige his Imperial Majefty,
if he were fo eafily perfuaded to grant thofe
new Bulls to Cardinal Alberoni, with whom his
Imperial Majefty had.fo much Reafon to be dif-
fatisfy’d , fince he look’d upon him as the Au-~
thor of the War with Spain; a new Perplexity
for the Sovereign Pontiff, who was defirous to
follow his temporizing Plan, and to carry it fair
to both Parties: Thus, without refufing to gra-
tify the Cardinal with his Bulls, he put off the
a&ual granting of them, under colour of main-
taining the Ecclefiaftical Difciplin®, which re-
quir’d that the Cardinal fhould receive the Bulls
for his Bithopric of Malaga, and that he thould
afterwards refign it, before he could be in a Ca-
pacity of being provided with the Archbithop-
ric of Sevil. Cardinal Acguaviva gave Advice to
the Court of Madrid of what had pafs’d upon
this Occafion ; and that Court immediately re-
fented the Affront in fuch 2 Manner, that they

I3 “threaten’d
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threaten'd the Court of Rome with 2 new Rupe
ture.

The Court of Vienna was {o far perfuaded of
the Pope’s Connivance, in Favour of the Spanifh
Party, that all the Turns and Wiles pra&is’d by
his Holinefs could not convince them of the
contrary, nor hinder the Count de Gallas from
asking the Holy Father for 2 more real Security,
by 1:quiring his Confent to the following De-
mands.

I. “ That he fhould renounce his Claim to
‘“ the Inveftiture of the Kingdoms of Naples
“ and Sicily.

I1. * That the Dutchy of Berevento be reftor’d
* to the Crown of Naples.

1II. * That the Emperor alone, as King of
“ Naples, thould have the Collation of the 34
¢ Bifhoprics of that Kingdom.

IV. ¢ That the Bifhops only fhould have the
* Right of beftowing Benefices on their Dioe
# cefans, without the Concurrence or the Alter-
* native of the Datary.

" V. * That the Datary cannot referye to him-
5 felf Penfions out of the Benefices.

VI. “ That the Bifhops and Benefices of the
K Iéingdom.of Naples be exempt from the firft
“ Fruits. .

VIL “ That the Laity of this Kingdom be
“ no-mare cited to Rome.

VIHL. “ That the Tribunal of the Nuncia-
* ture be fupprefs’d.

It may be eafily imagin’d with what Difpofi-
tion the Pope heard fuch Propofals, and whether
it were as eafy a Matter to get thefe Demands

' ) approved,
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approved, as to offer them. However, his Ho-
linefs conceiv’d an Indignation againft them,
which he could not exprefs, but the Imperial
Minifter remark’d it. Upon this an Order was |
fent to the Viceroy of Naples, to fend the
Nuncio out of the Kingdom, and to put thofe
Articles in Exccution, as if they had the Pon-
tiff’s Confent, which was .punGually ﬁer-
formed. The Imperial Minifter did not ftop
there, but requir’d the Holy Father to demand
again the Hat of Cardinal A4lberoni ; and to con-
firain him not to reje& this Requelt of the
Emperor, he publickly charg’d the Cardinal
with negotiating an Alliance between. the
Grand Seignior and King Philip ; and diftributed
the Proofs of the Charge to the facred College,
in the following Piece. '

. “For fome Time paft the Court of Madrid
“has carry’d on a deteftable Correfpondence
“ with the Qttoman Porte, under the DireGion of
“ Cardinal Alberoni, their Prime Minifter, by
“ means of the Rebel Ragorzki, when he was in
 France; where, in the Monaftery of the Car-
“ melites, fituate without the (gity of Paris,
“ he, and fome of his Adherents, had fecret
¢ Couferences with the Prince de Cellamare, Em~
“ baflador of the Duke of Anjox, at that
“ Court,

“ He there concerted the Proje& of an Al
* liance between the Court of Madrid and the
 Ottoman Porte. A confiderable Number of

“ French Officers and Soldiers werc lifted in his
“ Service, and in that of the Turks; and a great

“ Quantity of Ammunition and Arms was
¢ bought, which werec to be fent to Conflan-
14 “ tinople,
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% tinople, by way of Marfeilles and Thoulon ; the
¢ Nfoney neceflary for that Purpofe being
“ remitted by Cardinal Albersni to the faid
" Prince de Cefamare, who told it over to Ra-
“ gotzki, befides a confiderable Sum for his
* Journey. :
« There is a Letter writ by him to the {aid
"« Prince de Cellimare, dated the 26th of Novem-
"¢ ber laft, from Adriangple ; wherein he tells him,
- That tho’the Porte was under a great Confter-
"¢ nation, and in-an extream Fear, neverthelefs
% they had taken a Refolution to continue the
“ War, upon the Offer he gave them of the Al-
¢ liance of the ‘Duke of Anjou ; chiefly relying
"¢ op the Promife made by Cardinal Alberoni, to
+¢¢ carry the War into Jtaly, by which'means the
% Imperial Forces would be weaken’d and di-
. minifh’d in Hungary, He adds, that he had
"« fo effe@ually reprefented to the Grand Vizier,
"¢ and by him to theSultan, the great Advantage
"« that would redound to the Porte, from the
¢ Alliance with the Court of Madrid, by the
“ Conqueft that was already made of Sardinia,
% that they would no longer hearken to-the Per-
¢ fuafions of the Mufti, and others who ad-
“ yis’d them to a Peace, So that the Continua-
“ rion of the War being refolv’d upon, all the
«-Baffa’s of the Otoman Dominions were or-
¢ der’d to rajfe pew Troops; and the Captain
¢ Bufla of the Naval Army was to augment
* jt with ten Sultana’s and eight Galleys for the
“ next Campaign, in a cerrain Affurance of gai-
* ning all the Advantages they cxpe&ed from
¢ the Diveriion made by that War the Duke of
¥ dnjou is engaged in, not only to repair all foy--
¢ mer Loflgs, but ¢vep entirely to retrieve their

& Affairs,
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¢ Affairs, that were miferably gone to wreck :
“-That the League being thus agreed upon and
¢ accepted, the Turks prefs’d him to procure,
“ with all poffible fpeed, the neceflary full
¢ Power from the Court of Madrid, for which
-% he had pafs'd his Word. o

" “ And further, he gives an Account of the
"¢ extraordinary Honours confer’d upon him, the
' great Reputation he got by fo noble an Em-
- bafly, and the extream Pleafure with which
"% the Porte receiv'd this Plan, more efpecially
“ the Propofal relating to the grand Affair, wiz.
““ The proje&ed Alliance : And that the Grand
# Seignior declar'd, that his' moft ardent Defire,
¢ and greateft Satisfa&ion, was to fee thereby
¢ the Increafe of the Number of his Friends,
¢ and the Diminution of that of his Enemies,
“ meaning Spain, which, till then, had been an
"¢ implacable Enemy to the Porte.

“Laftly, He entreats the Prince de Celamare,
¢ to reprefent the whole forthwith to the Court
“ of Madrid, as he himfelf had already done to
#¢ Cardinal Alberoni; intimating that a more
¢ favourable and proper Opportunity could not
“ be met with, in order to conclude fo impor-
 tant an Affair with Advantage, and to com-
“ pafs the common Defigns: So that nothing
“ ought to be negle&gd, becaufe ’tis requifite to
¢ ftrike the Iron while it is hot.

Cardinal Acquaviva no fooner heard what had
happen’d, but he demanded a private Audience
of the Holy Father, in which he declar’d to him,
that as it was his Duty to inform the Catholick
King and Cardinal Alberoni of what pafs’d, he
would not do it upon a publick Repora,
- an
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and that he defir'd to know his Holine{s’s Inten-
tions on an Affair {o extraordinary, and as great
a Falfhood as could be invented ; the Scandal of
which refleGed no lefs upon the King, than up-
on his Minifter ; that indeed he was almoft per-
fwaded, that his Holinefs gave no Credit to an
Accufation, which was of fuch an heinous Na-
ture, that it fell to the Ground of itfelf; but
that this was not fufficient, and that the King
could not but take it ill, that his Holinefs thould
futter his Enemies to publifh fo deteftable 2 Ca-
lumny even at the Gates of the Parican.

The Holy Father could not forbear theddin
Tears; and opening himfelf without the lea
Referve to Cardinal Acguaviva, conjur’d him
calmly to confider the melancholy and perplex’d
Situation of his Affairs, being environ’d with
German Troops, 'who only wanted an Opportu~
nity to mortify him, if he follow’d his own In-
clination, which naturally carry’d him to efpoufe
the Interefts of his Catholick Majefty, to whom
be would never fail to give Demonftration of
his-Readinefs to do whatever might be agreeable -
to him, as foon as his Majelty thould be ftrong
enough in Italy to fhelter him from any Enter-
prizes of the Germans. Cardinal dequaviva did
uot doubt but his Holinefs fpoke fincerely. Be-
fides, the Holy Father was provok’d at the In-
jury done to the Holy Sce by fhutting up the
Nuncio’s Tribunal at Naples, {equeftring his Re-
venues, thofe of the Datary and of Vacant Be-
nefices, by expelling Vincentini the Nuncio, laftly
by the Order which the Nuncio at Fenna had
receiv’d to appear no more at Court, but efpe-
cially by the Propofal of the Articles above-
mention’d, which in the Holy Father’s Opinion

carried
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Mot Holy Father,

& Y Have receiv'd by the Hands of Seignior 42~
« drovandi, your Nuncio at this Court, your
« Holinefs’s Letter, and alfo the Paper which
¢ the Archduke’s Minifter put into your Holi~
“ nefs’s Hands. If I fhould undertake to vin-
< dicate myfelf to you from all the Calumnies
 which it contains, it would be giving too much
¢ Reputation to the Lies fpread by the Enemies
« of the King my Mafter. ’Tis enough for me
¢ therefore, that your Holinefs, who knows his
¢ Catholick Majefty’s Piety, his Zeal and For-
¢ wardnefs, with which, in Imitation of his
¢ Glorious Predeceflors, he labours continually
* to extend the Catholick Religion to all Parts
« of his Monarchy : ’Tis enough for me, I fay,
¢ that your Holinefs in your Sovereign Wif~
« dom has conceivid an Opinion of it, which
¢ fuch a Paper deferves. But what furprizes me
« moft of all is, that the Court of Vieuna thould
¢ have Recourfe to fuppofititious Fa&s, to blace -
« ken the Reputation of the Minifters of the
« King my Mafter, and obfcure the Luftre of
« that Purple, with which your Holinefs has out
« of your meer good Pleafure vouchfaf’d to ho-
“ nour me. Their extravagant Paffion carries
« them fo far, as to pretend, that his Catholick
“ Majefty’s Minifters onght to give them an Ac-
¢ count of their Defigns. This alone is a plain
¢ Indication to your Holinefs and the whole
* World, to what a Degree the Court of Viemna
“ have prefum’d. I affure myfelf, that your Ho-
“ linefs will be fully fatisfy’d in what I now lay
¥ before you, with all humble Submiffion, :;nd

* that
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“ indifferent Matters ; and after the King's
¢ Death, I only faw him once by chance at the
“ Academy of he Belles Lettres which is kept at
“ the Houfe of the Abbot de Dangean. The
« whole City of Paris was Witnefs of this great
% Indifference, and that I had no Correfpon-
““ dence with the faid Prince while he was ac
« that City ; tho’ there are as many long-fighe~
“ed Politicians at Paris, and perhaps more,
“ than in all the other Courts of the World,
¢ who are capable of {pying out the moft
“ minute Tranfactions of Foreign Minifters.
« After this Confeffion, your Eminency may
¢ judge with what Aftonithment and Contempt
¢ I read over the faid Extra@, which is full of
« Lies and idle Stories; efpecially becanmfe 1
* know neither the Names nor Perfons of Prince
* Ragotzke’s Treafurer and Banker, nor ever
“ heard the Mention of a certain Polander,
« whom ’tis pretended I fent with Remittances
“ of Money to Conflantinople. But what pro-
“ yokes me moft is, thar {o great a Prince as the
« Archduke, being deceiv’d and mifled by double
¢ and malicious Tongues, fhould give occafion
« to his Minifter at Rome, to take fo {candalofis
<« a Step upon fo flender a Foundation, by paf-
“ fing fgch manifeft Lies upon the Head of the
<« Church for real Truths; and drawing Confe-
« quences from them, fo difhonourable to the
« Minifters of a Monarch fo great as the King
< our Malter. I am alfo of Opinion, that the
¢ Letter which it is faid Prince Ragorzki wrote
“to me is entirely fiitious ; for as he had ne=
* ver the leaft Correfpondence with me, it could
“ never enter into his Head to write to me
¥ abont Treaties and Alliances which w'er:: ne~

. ver
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“ ver thought of; infomuch, that thofe who
® give Credit to fuch Fables, may be told by
“ way of Banter, that the faid Letter and pre-
“ tended Treaty of Alliance betwixt Us and
“ the Ortomans may be found at the end of ano-
“ ther fpurious and malicious Letter, which has
“ been fhewn at all the Taverns in Laly; and
“ which the German Tools pretend to have
* been written by the Great Turk to the King
“ our Mafter, thanking his Majefty for the Con-
“ quelt of Sardinia.

“ The Count de Gallas, before he took this
* wrong Step, thould have inform’d himfelf bet-
« ter of the pretended Conferences, of the
“ imaginary Voyages of the Polander, and of
“ the Merchants who furnifh’d me with the
‘¢ Remittances faid to have been diftributed for
¢ the Recruits of Officers and Soldiers, and
“ for the buying Ammunition and Arms. In
“ fhort, I can’t conceive how the Fa&ion of
¢ the Houfe of Auftria could be guilty of fuch
“ a mean piece of Bafenefs, as to make a fort
“ of War againft us, with Lies, Calumnies and
“ Impoftures, which are evident Proofs that
“ in that Country they have no better Reafons
“ to offer; and that being afraid of the clear
“ Light of Truth, and the inconteftable Juftice
‘: of our Sovcreign, ad fabulas autem convertun-
“ tur. ,
* 1 mention all this to your Eminency only
 for the fake of Truth, and to thew what the
“ Malice and Falfhood of a deprav’d Heart
“atted meerly by Self-Intereft is capable of

- “ doing.

-«

T

* Merc. Hift. of Augnft, p.201.
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“ doing. For to reafon fairly without preju<
“ dice, I cannot fee where would have been
“ the Injuftice or Scandal to give fome fort of
« Affiftance and Protection to Prince Ragotzki,
“ fo pious a Catholic as he feem’d to be in
“ France, towards recovering an Eftate for him
¢ which he thought lawfully belong’d to him,
“ and towards giving a happy Diverfion to the
* Forces of the implacable Enemies of our
“" Monarchy ; nor could it be an Obje&ion by
 any ‘pious Chriftians, that the fame would
“ indire&ly ftop the viGorious Progrefs of the
 Germans againit the Infidels, confidering that
¢ their Ambition threatens the Liberty of Jaly,
“ and that as they are Mafters of Part of the
¢ Ecclefiaftical State, to the endangering the
“ Tranquility of all Europe, the Law of Na-
“ ture permits the applying of 2 Remedy to
« imminent Danger; and if we were to confult
¢ Hiftories, we fhall find this Maxim autho-
“ riz'd by ancient and venerable Examples; and
“ that at thofe Times when Crufades were pub-~
‘ lifh’d for the Conqueft of the Holy Land,
 the Popes found themfelves oblig’d to publifh
“ one againft the Emperor, and to employ,
“ againft the Rage and Impiety of the Ger-
“ mans, the fame Swords they had drawn in
« the Name of Jefus Chrift againft the Infidels;
 and of this there are Inftances enough to fur-
¢ nith 4 Volume. But as this is not our Cafe,
¢ T'think that what I have fet before your Emi-
“ nency is enough to open the Eyes of the Vul~
“"gar, who, under the fpecious Name of Reli-
 gion, fuffer themfelves to be eafily deceiv’d by
® the like Falfhood. The Partifans of the Houfe
& of Aufiria, who at this Time fo mucl:‘urﬁe

.. the
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In 2 Word, while they were Arming in the
Ports of England, his Britih Majefty confult-
ed how to make himfelf Mediator in the Me-
diterranean, as he was already in Hungary ; and
he thought the only Means for this End, would
be to a& in concert with the Regent of France,
who, being 2 Kinfman and Ally of the King of
ggn, might be capable of inclining him to

e Proje& of Peace, while himfelf labour’d
for the fame End with the Emperor, to which
he was authoriz’d by the Obligations of the
Alliance.

My Lord Stairs, who went to Paris after the
Treaty of Triple Alliance between France, Eng-
land and the States-General, was charg’d to fift
the Regent upon this Head ; and this Minifter
found him difpos’d to concur with ail his Might
for procuring a Peace to Ewurope. As the Situa-
tion of Affairs at that Jun&ure requir’d that no
Time fhopld be loft, the Abbot 4 Bois being
inform’d of his Royal Highnefs’s Intentions re-
pair’d to London. It was fit that that Minifter,
who had already labour’d for Peace with fo
much Succefs, fhould have the laft Hand in fi-
nifhing it. ‘Therefore, with his Britannic Ma-
jefty’s Favour, my Lord Stanhope and other Mi- .
nifters, in conjun&ion with the Abbot du Bess,
‘drew up the famous Projef? of - Accommodation,
-which was forthwith communicated to the-Re-
geiit. This Prince perceiv’d immediately thae
:they . had not taken due care therein of his Ca-
tholick Majefty’s Interefts, and having regard ¢o
"the Honour of the Court of Madrid, he judg'd
sat firft that the Reftitution of Sardinia, which
“Wwas™ftipulated by one of the-Articles, would
_meet with great Obflacles. His'-RoyaLHigl;'-

- nefs
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Upon this Foot therefore, 2 Proje& of Accom-
modation was drawn up at London, and fent to
the Regent to be communicated to the King of
Spain, while his Britannick Majefty employ’d all
his Intereft with the Emperor, to make him ac-
cept it. The Marquels de Nancre was fent to
Madrid, to a& in concert with the Duke of St.
Aignar and Colonel Stanhope, and to endeavour,
in Conjun&ion with them, to remove all the
Obje&ions which the Cardinal might offer;
and laftly, to affure the Catholick King wviva
woce, that his Moft Chriftian Majefty would en-
gage to procure him the Reflitution of Gibral-
tar, which Article had been agreed upon with
the King of England, but not inferted in the
Proje& of Accommodation, for fear of incen=-
fing the Britih Nation, who had the Preferva-
tion of that Key of the Mediterranean very much
at Heare,

The Cardinal had form’d his own Plan, and
infifted on it with his ufual Firmnefs. He re-
ceiv’d the Propofals of thofe three Minifters,
and pretended he would fign them only to gain
Time, while he flatter’d them with the moft
agreeable Expeftations. In the mean while
every thing was preparing in the Ports of Bar-
telona, Alicant, Cadiz and Cagliari, for fome Ac-
tion which was to ftartle al: Europe, at leaft as
much as the Enterprize on Sardinia. England
on her Part haften’d the Armament of the Fleet
which-fhe defign’d for the Mediterrancan, and
which was to confift of twenty two Ships of
the Line, two Firefhips, two Bomb-Galliots
and‘an Hofpital-Ship. The Cardinal, who was
far ftom beisg idle at the fame Time, did not
only -apply himfclf -to the Preparations fx W‘a:,
Cie . N\
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himm is owing the Farming of Tobageo, from
which the King expe@s to reap fuch vaft Adyap-
tages; and thofe confiderable Sums which re-
turn’d into the King’s Treafury, and which he
forc’d the chief Farmers, who had enrich’d them-
felves at the Expence of the Prince and People,
to difgorge. All thefe Things cou’d not be re-
gulated without very many Difficulties, which
the Cardinal always furmounted by his unfhaken
Firmnefs, which 1s fo natural to him, that he
never recedes from what he has once undertaken.
Indeed, he feafons it with a certain deceitful]
Flattery, but he generally fucceeds in it, and
fcarce updertakes any thing till he has examin’d
and weigh’d all the Confequences, forefeen and
obviated all the Difficulties; and as foon as 3
Proje& feems impra&icable to him, how fair and
laufible foever it feem’d to him at firft, he aban-
dons it without any Fondnefs, -

But amidft all thefe Affairs, he'gave himfelf
efpeciaily to the moft important, namely the
Affair of Ialy, the Succefs of which he look'd
upon as infallible. But the Inflances made to
the King by the Minifters of thaofe Princes
who were Authors of the Proje& of Accom-
modation continually alarm’d him, for fear left
his Catholick Majefty fhould fuffer himfelf as
length to be perfwadeéd. Therefore, to prevent
a Blow fo fatal to his Defigns, and as he
thought to his own Honour, he abtain’d a Con-
ference with the King uppn the Tenor of the
cight Articles of this Proje&, which were :

I. « For redrefling the late Troubles which
£ have arifen contrary to the Treaty concluded
# at Baden the 7th of September 1714, and to the

£ Neutrality eftablift'd for kaly,by the T 36%'3 0{
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““ March 24, 1713, the Moft Serene and Moft
““ Potent King of Spain engages to reftore to
“ his Imperial Majelty, and will effe@ually re-
“ ftore to him, immediately after the Exchange
“ of the Ratifications of the prefent Treaty, or
“in two Months after at fartheft, the Ifland
“ and Kingdom of Sardinia, in the Condition it
““ was in when taken; and fhall renounce, in Fa-
“ vour of his Imperial Majefty, all his Rights,
“ Pretenfions, Pleas, and A&ions, upon the {aid
“ Kingdom ; fo that his Imperial Majefty fhail
“ be at as full Liberty to difpofe thereof, as of
“ Things to him appertaining, in fuch a Manner
“ as he has refolv'd on for the publick Good. -
IL. * As the only means to be found for eftab-
‘“lifhing a lafting Balance of Power in Europe,
‘“ has been to regulate the Succeffion of the
* Crowns of France and Spain, {o as that they may
“ never be reunited on one and the fame Head,
“ nor in one and the fame Line; and that thefe
* two Monarchies may remain for ever feparate ;
. “ and whereas for confirming a Regulation, fo
““ neceffary for the publick Tranquility, the
“ Princes, who, by their Birth, might have a
 Right to thofe two Succeffions, have folemnly
* renounc’d, each of them feparately, for them-
“ felves, and for all their Pofterity ; and where-
‘¢ as the faid Separation of the two Monarchies
“is become a Fundamental Law, which has
‘“ been recogniz’d by the States-General, com-
“ monly call’d the Cortes aflembled at Madrid,
“ November 9, 1712, and confirm'd by the
_  Treaties concluded at Usrecht, April 11, 1713.
“ His Imperial Majefty, to give the utmoft Per-
“ fe&ion to a Law fo necsflary and fo wholfom,
¢ and to leaye no caufe of ill Sufpicion for the
Ka = W
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““future, and being defirous to confirm the pub-
“lick Tranquility, accepts and confents to the
“ Difpofitions made, régulated and confirm’d by
“the Treaty of Umécht, touching the Right
“and Order of Succeffion to the iingdoms of
“ France and Spain, and renounces as well for
““ himfelf as for his Heirs, Defcendants and Suc-
¢ ceffors, Male and Female, all Rights and Pre-
:‘ tenfions in general whatfoever, without Ex-
“ ception, to all the Kingdoms, Countries and
“ Provinces of the Spani/h Monarchy, of which
. the Catholick King has been own’d lawful
. Poffeflor, by the Treaties of Utrecht; pros
., mifing moreover to give authentick Aés of
* Renunciation thereof, in all the beft Form, to
“caufc them to be publiti’d and regifter’d
* where need fhall be, and to furnith Copics
* thercof, in the manner accuftom’d, to his Ca-
“ tholick Majefty and the contra&ing Powers.
III. “In confequence of the faid Renuncia-
“ tion, which his Imperial Majefty has made,
* thro’ the Defire which he has to contribute to
*““ the Repofe of all Europe; and becdufe the
* Duke ongrkm: has renounc’d, for him and his
¢ Defcendants, all his Rights and Pretenfions
“ to the Kingdom of Spain, on condition that
% the Emperor, nor none of his Defcendants,
“may ever fucceed to the faid Kingdom, his
* Imperial Majefty owns King Philip V for
“ lawful King of the Monarchy of Spair and
“ the Judies; promifes to give him the Titles
“ and Chara&ers due to his Rank, and to his"
* Kingdoms; to let him peaceably enjoy, with
“ his Defcendants, Heirs and Succeflors, Male
* and Female, all the Dominions of the Spanj)
¢ Monarchy in Europe, in the Indies, and elfe-
* where,
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< thofe which he aGually poflefles in the Nether-
“ Jands, and any where befides.

V. “ As the ‘Gap, which would be in the
 Succeffion to the Dominions, now pofiefs’d by
 the Grand Duke of T#fcany, and by the Duke
« of Parma and Placentia, in cafe they and their
“ Succeffors fthould come to die without Male
“ Miue, might occafion a new War in Faly, on-
“ one Hand, by the Rights which the prefent
“ Queen of Spainm, born Dutchels of Parma;
¢ claims to the faid Succeffion, after the Deceafe
“ of the lawful Heirs that are nearer than hers
““ and, on the other hand, by the Rights which
“ the Emperor and Empire claim to the faid
“ Dutchy, in order to prevent the fad Confe-
“ quences of thefe Difputes, it is agreed, that
*¢ the faid Dominions or Dutchies, now pofle{s’d
“ by the Grand Duke of Zufcamy, and by the
“ Duke of Parma and Placentia, fhall be recog-
“niz’d and unqueftionably reputed for the fu-
“ ture, and for ever, by all the contra&ing Par-
“ties, as Mafculine Fiefs of the Holy Roman
“ Empire ; and whenever the Succeffion to the
« faid Datchies happens to fail for want of
¢ Male Succeffors, his Imperial Majeity confents
“ for himfelf, as Head of the Empire, that the
®eldeft Son of the Queen of Spain, and his
* Male Iflue born in lawful Wedlock ; and on
¢ Failure of them, the fecond Son, or the other
 Cadets of the faid Queen, if the has any, as
“ likewife their Male Iffue born in lawful Wed-
* lock, fhall fucceed to all the faid Dominigns,
 and as the Confent of the Empire is requifite
“ for that End, his Imperial Majefty fhall ufe
< all Diligence to obtain it, and after he has fo
¥ obrain’'d it, he fhall caufe Letters Expec’z'giu

I to
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 to be difpatch’d, containing the eventual In-
“ yeftiture for the Son or Sons of the faid Queen,
“ and their lawful Iflue Male, in due and pro-
‘¢ per Form, and fhall caufe them to be deliver’d
“ foon after into the Hands of his Catholick
“ Majefty, or, at lealt, within two Months
“ after the Exchange of the Ratifications ; pro-
“ vided neverthelefs, that no Damage or Pre-
#¢ judice be done to the Pofleflion of the Princes,
“ who now hold the faid Dutchies, and that
‘ they remain fecure in all Points.

“ Their Imperial and Catholick Majefties
 agree that Leghorn thall remain for ever a free
“ Port, in the fame Manner as it now is.

“ In confequence of the Renunciation which
“ the King of Spair has made to all the King-
“ doms, Countries and Provinces ir.ftaly, which
“ formerly belong’d to the Kings of Spars, he
¢ fhall yield and give up to the Prince, his Son,
¢ the Town and Harbour of Porto Lengone, with
“ what his Catholick Majefty a&ually poflefles
“in the Ifle of Elbe, as foon as that, by the
¢ Vacancy of the Succeffion to the Grand Duke
“ of Tufsany, for want of Male Iflue, ghe faid
“ Prince of Spain fhall be put in a&ual Pofleflion
% of the {aid Dominions.

“ It is moreover regulated and folemnly ftiph-
“ Jated, that none of the faid Dutchies and Do-
“ minions can or ought at any time, or in any
< Cafe whatfoever, to be poflefs’d by any
“ Prince, who fhall be at the fame time King of
“ Spain ; and that no King of Spain fhall ever
“* be Guardian to the faid Prince of Tufcany.

¢ Finally, ’tis agreed by all and every one of
% the contrading Parties, and they likewife en-
¢f gage ane anather, thas during the I..iw‘.:‘s ﬁf

o7t “ the



140  The Hiftory of
“ the prefent Pofleflors of the Dutchies of 7/~
* cany and Parma, or of their Iflue Male, they
“ will not permit the Emperor, and the Kings of
¢ France and Spain, and the Prince defign’d, as
« above, for the faid Sncceffion, ever to intro-
“ duce any Soldiers, of what Nation focver they
“ are, cither of their own Troops, or others in
< their Pay, into the Countries and Territories
< of the faid Dutchies, nor to eftablith Garri-
 fons, in the Towns, Ports, Citadels and For-
“ trefles therein fituate. '
“ But in order to provide flill greater Secu-
“ rity againit all manner of Events, for the Suc-
“ ceffion of the faid Son of the Queen of Spain,
“ who is intended, by this Treaty, to fucceed to
* the great Duke of Tufcany, and to the Duke of
“ Parma and Placentia ; and to render him more
« certain of the Execution of what is promis’d
“ him for the faid Succeffion, and alfo to fecure
¢ from all Infringement the Feodalty eftablifh’d
<« on the faid Dominions, in Favour of the Em-
< peror and Empire, it is agreed on both Sides,
¢ that the Swifs Cantons fhall Garrifon the chief
< Places of thofe Dominions, viz. Leghorn, Por-
« toferrajo, Parma and Placentia, with a Body of
 Troops not exceeding 6000 Men ; and for this
« End the three contraéing Parties, who a& as
« Mediators, fhall pay the faid Cantons the ne-
« ceflary Subfidies for their Maintenance ; and
¢ they fhall remain there till fuch a Circum-
“ ftance happen in the faid Succeffion ; and then
“ they fhall be oblig’d to deliver to the Prince,
“ defign’d to inherit, the Places committed to
“ their keeping; provided neverthelefs that this
“ gaufe no Prejudice nor Expence to the prefent

“ Poffeflors and their Male Succeflors, to w‘hom
. “the
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“ king over again, Difpofition and Exchange of
* the faid Kingdom of Sicily, according as it is
* ftipulated by the prefent Conventions; on Con-
« dition neverthelefs, that in Exchange, the
“ Right of Reverfion to the Ifle and Kingdom
« of Sicily, to the faid Crown, fhall be yielded
¢ and fecur’d to it, as isexplain’d more at large
« hereafter, in the fixth Article of the Conven-
¢ tions between his Imperial Majefty and the
« King of Sicily.

VII. “° The Emperor and the Catholick King
“ mutually permit and engage one another to the -
“ reciprocal Defence or Guaranty of all the
“ Kingdoms and Provinces which they attually
« poflefs, or ought to poffefs, by vertue of the
< prefent Treaty.

VIIL “ Their Imperial and Catholick Ma-
« jefties fhall, immediately after the Exchange
“ of the Ratifications ot the prefent Conven-
“tions, all and each of the Conditions therein
“ contain’d, and this within the {pace of two
“ Months. at fartheft ; and the Ratifications of
“ the faid Conventions fhall be exchang’d at
“ Londow, in the fpace of two Months, to
“ reckon from the Day of figning, or fooner, if
« poffible, and immediately after the previous
¢ Execution of the faid Conditions, their Mi-
“ nifters Plenipotentiaries, who fhall be by them
“ authoriz’d, fhall agree at the Place of Con-
« grefs, of which they fhall be agreed, and this
“as foon as poffible, on the other Heads of
“ their particular Treaty, by the Mediation of
“ three contra&ing Powers. .

“ Moreover it is agreed, that in the Separate
« Treaty of Peace, to be made between the
“Emperor and the King of Spain, a general A;l;-

' ¢ nefty
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wherein the Minifter thought he faw the Inte-
refts of Spain {acrific’d to I know not how many
different Views, but alfo with refpe& to the
manner in which they were propos’d to him ;
for he heard, that a Treaty of Triple Alliance
was on foot to compel either of the two Par-
ties, who refus’d to fubfcribe this Proje&@ ; and
that this Condu& was authoriz’d by a Prece-
dent in 1659, when France, Erngland and Holland,
onited by Treaty, at the Hague, of May 21.
Fuly 24. and Aduguft 4. to incline, or in cafe of
Refufal to force the Kings of Sueder and Den~
mark to conclude a Peace, and to accept the Al-
terations made by thofe three Powers in the
Treaty of Rotchild. This Precedent was back'd
by that of the Treaty of Triple Alliance, con-
cluded likewife at the Hague, between England,
Sweden and Holland, in order to oblige the King
of Spain to conclude a Peace with France, on
Conditions that were concerted by thofe three
Powers, which gave Occafion to the Treaty of
Aix la Chapelle. :

The Cardinal pretended, that this conftrain-
ing Claufe, notwithftanding the Precedents al-
ledg’d, was very difhonourable to the Crown of
Spaix ; the rather, for thar it could not be deem’d
as common, or equally cbligatory to the two
Parties ; for he pretended to have good Informa-
tion, that the faid Projec was 1ot regulated and
agreed upon, till every Article had pafs’d the
Approbation of the Court of Vienna. And his
Eminency was convinc’d of this afterwards, fince
my Lord Stanhope owns exprefly in his Memorial
of May 26. to the Marquefs of Monteleon, < That
““ the Emperor did not enter into a Negotiation
 upon the Proje&, ’till that, after three h{gnﬁ
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¢ Refufal, he was allow’d the Article of the
“ Reftitution of Sardinia, which was a great Un-
“ eafinels to his Britannick Majefty and the Re-
“ gent, becaufe his Catholick Majefty had the
.“ Prefervatjon of that Ifland fo much at Heart:

The Candinal did net fail to make the moft
_of this Confideration in the Conferences which
he had upon this Affair in their Majefties Ca~
binet ; and he aggravated to the King the Dif-
honour, which it would refle&@ upon his whole
Reign, to accept of a Peace proposd in this' man-
ner 5 {o that he own’d to his Majefty in effe&, that
he might give Ear to the Propofals of Peace,
only he exclaim’d againft the manner of Treat-
ing. The King approving his Reafons, after
feveral Conferences between the Cardinal, Co-
lonel Stankope, the Duke of St. Aignan, and the
Marquefs de Nancre, the Proje& was abfolutel
rejeCted as injurions to his Catholick Majefty’s
Honour.

In the mean time it muft be confefs’d, that
the real Motive of all the Refolutions of the
Court of Spasm, upon this Occafion, was their
Confidence in the Succefs they promis’d them-
felves from the Expedition they had concert=
ed againft Sicily ; for there was no State in
‘all kaly, -where an Invafion was lefs expe&ed -
from the Spunsards, efpecially after that his Si-
cilian Majelty being inform’d of the Intentions
of the Emperor, who was refolv’d not to defift
from his Pretenfions to Sicily, and got it ad-
judg’d to him in the Proje&t of Accommodation,
had recall’d his Minifter from Vienna, and writ-
ten to the Catholick King to prefs him to con-
<lude 2 Treaty of Alliance, after having affur’d
the Spanifp Minifter reﬁiin'g at Turin, * Tt““ he

. was
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“ was ready to lofe the laft Drop of his Blood,
‘ rather than acquiefce in the Projes? of - Accom-~
“ modation ; adding, That as he knew how to
* aequire his Kingdom in the laft War, fo he
“ knew how to preferve it now, and that he was
* refolv’d to ftand to his Engagements, and never
“ to abandon his Catholick Majefty.” In fhort,
he began to be as good as his Promife, and gave
Orders to the Count de Swza, his Admiral, to
prepare forthwith for the Tranfportation °‘of
great Succours from Palermo to Villa Franca, in
order to enable him to a& offenfively on the Side
of the Milanefe, which drew the Troops out of
all the Garrifons of Sicily, and gave the Cardi-
nal more Eafe to execute his Defigns.

He haften’d it the more, becaufe he was in-
form’d from all Parts, and efpecially by the Mar-
quefs de Monteleone, of the Meafures that were
taking at London and Vienna, to finith 2 Qua-
druple Alliance between Framce, England, the
Republick of the United Provinces, and the
Emperor ; the fole End of which would be to
force Spain to confent to the Terms of the Pro-
je& of Accommodation. The Abbot du Bois
concerted the Plan of this famous Treaty, i
conjun&ion with the Lords Stanhope and Sunder-
land, fome of the Miniftérs of the Council of
Hanover, and the Baron de Bentenreider the Em-
peror’s Minifter at London ; and it was not
doubted, that if his Britamnick Majefty approv’d
it, the Regent would difavow the Work of his
Minifter, who undertook nothing without his
‘Orders. In the mean time the Prince de Cella-
mare fo well manag’d the Interefts of the Catho-
lick King, his Mafter, and fo exa&ly follow’d
the Cardjnal’s Inftru&ions, that he entirely

chang’d
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important Affairs. There had always been a
certain Jealoufy betwixt this Cardinal and Car-
dinal Acquaviva, of which it were eafy e-
nough to explain the Reafons, if it would not lead
us too far out of the Way : ’Tis fufficient to
obferve, that the latter, who was lately declar’d
Ambaflador from King Philip to his Holinefs,
had reafon to fear, confidering how the Car-
dinal del Giudice had been favour’d, that he
might one day fupplant him, if the Catholick
King, remembring the Services which his Emi=
nency’s Nephew had done him, fhould return to
more favourable Sentiments of him. On the
other Hand, Cardinal Aleroni being inform’d,
that when the Holy Father propos’d him to the
Confiftory, his Eminency del Gindice, inftead of
voting for him, made ufe of certain Expreffions
which an Ealian could never forgive, defir'd no»
thing better than an Opportunity to humble a
Perfon whom his Sovereign had not fo far forgot,
but he might ftill return to a Favour, which
might not be of Advantage to the New Mi-
ni(?cr. To this were owing the Orders which
were fent to Cardinal Aequaviva, to tell the
Cardinal del Giudice, that- his Catholick Majefty
would have him take down the Arms of $pain.
from his Palace. : :

>Tis a general Cuftom among the Prelates;
who refide at Rome, to fignify to the World their
Devotion to fuch or fuch a Crown, by putting
its Arms over their Palace-Gates ; fo that whea
they change Sides, which is not at all extraordi=
nary, the Publick is immediately inform’d of it
by the Metamorphofis over the Gate of their
Palace. The Family-of the Cardinal de/ Giudice,
as well -as that of 4#ri, which is the F.amil():' of
’ = o- ar=
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Cardinal Acguaviva, are fome of thofé, who>
during the late Revolutions in the Kingdom of
Naples, from whence they came originally, re-
main’d invielably attach’d to King Philip’s Party.
For this Reafon bath their Eminencigs fet up the
Arms of his Catholick Majefty in the Front of
their Palaces.. The Cardinal de/ Gindice, who
could not reproach himfelf with ever having faid
or done any thing that could involve him in an
Affront equal to that of being difown’d by his
Sovereign, for whom he had facrific’'d his :own
Fortune and the Fortunes of his Family, thought
he thould be in the wrong to obey without firft
making. fome Remonftrances to his Catholick
Majefty 5 and as he imagin’d he had very good
Reafons to doubt, whether his Remonftrances
would ever come to that good Prince’s Hand,
he chofe to addrefs them: to the Duke of Orleans,
defiring him to efpoufe his Interefts in this nice
-Jun&ure, :and to take care that his Letters fhould
be deliverd into his Catholick Majefty’s own
Hands. The Regent did this Friendly Office
with Pleafore, in Favour of a Perfon for whom
he had a real Efteem, which refle&ed even upon
the Prince of Celamare his Nephew. Yet for all
this the Cardinal could obtain no Favour ; for
the Catholick King, fuffering himfelf to be gui-
ded by his Minifter, ftop’d his Ears againft all
Giudice’s Reafons ; and if he anfwer’d him, it
was only to complain of his Obftinacy and Dif~
obedience ; fo that at length the Arms of Spain
made room for thofe of the Holy Father, which
the Cardinal 4/ Giudice caus'd ta. be fet up in
the Front of his Palace, to fhew his wife Choice
of a Neutrality, in not efponfing the Emperor’s
Party, tho’ forc’d, as one may {2y, to be no lon-
' L3 ger
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ger a Spaniard.  No body could penetrate what
were Cardinal Alberons’s Reafons to ufe fo fe-
verely a Prelate of this Rank, who was known
to be one of the Pope’s Creatures; for if it was
only a Principle of Revenge, ’twas puthing it
too far.

While Matters ftood thus with the Cardinal
del Giudice, and all things were difpos’d in Spain
for the Execution of the Defign which had been
above Six Months upon the Anvil, Cardinal A/~
beroni gave Orders for the Troops to aflemble
from all Parts towards Barcelona, the Place of
general Rendezvous. The Embarkment was fi-
nifh’d by the 18th of Fure, and nine Men of
War and twenty five Tranfports being arriv’d
from Cadiz, this formidable Fleet fail’d the fame -
Day under the Command of Don Antonio Caftag
neta and the Marquefs de Lede, confifting of
twenty two Ships of the Line, three Merchant
Veflels turn’d into Ships of War, and carrying.
thirty five Cannon, four Galleys, a Galliot, an
three hundred and forty Tranfports, on which
were embark’d thirty fix Battalions, four Regi-
ments of Dragoons, and fix of Horfe, amount-~
ing in the whole to 30000 Men, all good Troops,
and well difciplin’d, with Artillery and Ammu-~
nition ip propartion.

The Cardinal deliver’d to the Commanders
of this Fleet three feal’d Packets, containin
their Qrders, which they were to open one aﬁ
ter another in certain Latitudes, and not befoge.
This Fleet touch’d firft at Sardinia, where t
firt Orders were to be open’d, and where they
were to take in more Troops ; from thence they
fail’d towards the Coafts of Gema to join the
Duke of Savoy King of Sigily ; but finding that

Prince
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the latter, infomuch that there were thofe who
did not fcruple to publifh the Articles of the
Treaty between the two Kings.

But the King of Sicily’s Aftonifhment at the
Enterprize of the Spaniards, and the Proceedings
that follow’d upon the Neck of it, were fufh-
cient to convince the World, that there was no
Collufion on the Part of his Sicilian Majefty, and -
that Cardinal Alberoni had deceiv’d the Man,
whofe Politicks were always unfearchable, and
always fo fuperiour to thofe of all other Poten-
tates.

The Englih Fleet, which made all the Sail
they could into the Mediterranean, foon
rais'd all the Speculation of the Publick. Ad-
miral Bing arriving in the Streights difpatch’d
one of his Officers to Colonel Stanhope to com-~
municate to his Catholick Majefty the Orders
he had receiv'd from the King his Mafter,” hoping
by that Step to incline the Cardinal to more
pacifick Thoughts.

The Admiral’s Letter, which accompany’d
the important Inftru&ions he fent to the Colonel,
was in Subftance, as follows.

Extraét from Sir George Bing’s LETTER
to Colonel Stanhope, to be by bim commau-
nicated to the Court of Spain, dated the
20th of June, O.S from on Board the
Barfleur, off the Coaft of Spain.

« I defire you will give me leave by you to ac-
“ 1 quaint his Catholick Majefty of my Ar-
“ rival with the Fleet in the Mediterranean,
 and that T am inftru@ed, in the King my ‘Ma{-

: - “ ter’s
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Britamick Majefty, not fo much to make good
his Title of Guarantee of the Neutrality of
Baly, asto fulfil the Treaty of 1716; for he
could not imagine that England would undertake
the Defence of the Neutrality, fuppofing it to
be violated by Spain, after having patiently and
filently fuffer'd all the Infra&ions which in his
Opinion had been made in that Treaty by the
Govemnors, Generals and Counfellors of the
Court of Viema. But the Sequel plainly thew’d
that the Cardinal thought one way, and the
Council of London quite another way.

While this pafs'd in the Mediterranegn, the
Minifters of London and Madrid made extraorr
dinary Motions at the Courts of Paris and the
Hague, the one fide to get the Treaty of Qua-
druple Alliance fign’d, and the others to hinder
it, or at leaft to delay it as much as poflible,
The Cardinal being well inform’d, that it was
only owing to Chance, that the Preamble of
the Proje& contain’d the Name of their High
" Mightinefles the States General of the United
Provinces, asif they had concur’d towards rai--
fing a StruGure, the Plan of -which was only
concerted by the Minifters of Londom and the
Abbot du Bois, eafily perfwaded himfelf, that
thofe wife Republicans would be ftill the more
backward to fign a Treaty, which indeed they
were pleas’d to call Quadruple, tho’ the fame
only included Frauce, England and the Emperor,
Therefore all the Inftru&ions which his Emi-
nency fent to the Marq. de Beresti Landi were cal~
culated only for keeping their High Mightinefles
in that Averfion, which they at firft exprefs’d to
every thing that carry’d the leaft Air of 2 Rup-
ture with Spam. This Embaffador, whofe Abj-

litics
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Jiance for caufing the Proje& of Accommoda~
tiod to be accepted, was fign’d and ratified -too
almoft at the fame time. : -
My Lord Cadsgan, who faid at London till he
was created an Earl, arriving at the Hague, the
firlt Bufiefs he fet about was. ta prepare for a
magnificent Entry, and he fpar’d no Colt to
give the Publick a noble Idea.of . the good Ins
tentions. of the King his Mafter towards the
Republick ; but the Harangue which he made
to the States General on the Day of his publick
Entry, and the Proceedings which follow’d it,
convinc’d the whole World, that the fole M
tive .of his Return, was to engage the Repub~
Yick to adhere to the Treaty which the King hig
Mafter had lately concluded with the Duke Re=
gent in concert with the Emperos.  As the Ki;
my. Mafler, {ays he, makes bis Glory and Greanefs
20. confift chiefly. in the Happinefs.of his People, and
in procuring for them a folid Peace and a perfeld
Tranquility, Jo be bas not ceas’d ever fince bis Accefs
fion to the Crown, to find out all the Means poffible
for preferving and confirmiug the Tranquility of Eu-
rope ; and be does not doubt but your High Mighti~
uefles baving the fame Views, will Concur to this.
great Work, and be difpos’d to Join him for attain-
ing an End fowholefome, and fo defirable, &c.
Thofe who knew the Situation of Affairs at
that Time, perfe@ly uaderftood the Meaning
of thofe Words Concur and Foiw with ‘his Bri-
tannick Majefty ; but it was thonght very fingu-
lar, that this Concurrence thould be demanded
with fuch an Air, in an Affair of fuch Impor-
tance, and wherein their H. M. are made to
fpeak as if every thing was regulated with their
Participation, and in concert.with their Depu-
) ' ties.
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vies. The Matquefs Beresti Landi was not afleep
at {o important -a JunQure, ind there was no
Atgument - which he -did not urge in all Confe~
rences both publick and private, to infinuate to
their High Msghtinefles how much it was thert
Intereft to continue in the wife Refolution of-2
Neutrality, which they feem’d to have chofens
and - how much ‘their Honour was concern’d it
refiifing that Adherence, which in appearancé
fome would fain extort from them. This Mi<
nifter had the Satisfa&ion of fucceeding at leaft
in Part; tgood Politicks will not permit the neg-
le&ing of the leaft Opportunity of ferving one’s
own Country. It was now fome Years fince
their High Mightinefles concluded a Barrier
Treaty with the Emperor as Sovereign of the
Catholick Netherlands, under the Guaranty of his
Britamnick Majefty. This Treaty had not yet
been executed, becanfe of feveral Obje&ions
ftarted by the States and other Inhabitants of
Flanders and Brabane. 'Their High Mightinefles
thought this a fair Opportunity to obtain of
the Emperor what he was not very forward to
grant them, wiz. the Execution of the Treat
of Antwerp ; therefore they skilfully made ufe of
this Incident, both to manage their Interefts as
to the Barrier Treaty, -and to filence the Com-
plaint§ of the Englih Minifter, who faid pab-
lickly that their High Mightinefles conld not
refule the Conjunttion which the King his Maf-
ter defir’d, without expreffing a fcahdalous Con~
tempe of the good Intentions of fo good af
Ally ;- befides, that the Negotiations; which it
was plain would infallibly be neceffary for ad-
julting the Affairs of the Barrier, wanld cofi-
fume & great deal of Time, during'which the
oo Peace
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His Eminency was prefent at all the Au-'
dientes which the Earl of Stanbope had of the
King, and had feveral Conferences with him
_in private. At length Things feem’d to take
-a good Tumn, when the Arrival of an Exprefs
chang’d the Face of Affairs all en a fudden.
Tt was difpatch’d by Cardinal de Acguaviva, and
brought the News of the taking of Meffna,
and the Submiffion of the greatelt Part of Si-
cily, ‘This was follow’d by another good Piece
of News, wiz. the happy Arrival of the Ga-
Yeons, with a Cargo of :above twelve Millions.
Thefe Succefles diffipated all the Cardinal’s
Fears, which he had entertain’d from the Trea-
ty of Quadraple Alliance; and imagining that
it was poffible to conquer not only Sicily, but
the beft Part of the Kingdom of Naples, where
the People only waited for a Defcent to declare
themfelves, before thofe formidable Allies could
join their Forces, he became immediately lefs
tra@able ; and tho’ he did not abfolutely refufe
a Peace, yet he rejeéted all the Lord Stankope’s
Propofals, and exclaim’d as he did before againft
this Way of Negotiation, as injurious to the
King his Mafter ; and that if he feem’d to give
his Confent to it, every Body would be apt td
{ay, that he had been fore’d to accept the Pro-
_je&t of Accommodation. And when the Lord «
. Stanbope demanded his final Refolution, he de-
clard to him, “ That the King his Mafter
¢ had the Conqueft of his Dominions in Jfzaky
““ very much at Heart; but that there was’
*¢ nothing which he would not facrifice to the
*¢ Happinefs of Peace and the publick Tran-
** quility, if they would enter into fuch an he~
¢ nourable Way of Negotiation, as might ‘c{on-v
- 6< u&
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“ du& them to fo good an end.” And for this
Purpofe he deliver’d the Lord Stanhope thefe eight
Articles, as Preliminaries of a Treaty.

I « That Sictly and Sardinia thould for ever *
_“ remain to the Crown of Spain.
II. “ That the Emperor give the Duke of Sa-
“ woy an Equivalent in the Milanefe.
" 1II. “ That he fatisfy all the Pretenfiors of
 the Princes of Iraly.
IV. “ That his Troops marching to Italy be
“ forthwith countermanded.
V. ¢ That for time to come, the Emperor
“ have only a certain Number of Troops in his
“ Dominions in ltaly. : ,
VI. ¢ That-he oblige himfelf not to med-
 dle with the Succeflion of Tufcany and Par-
“ ma.
VII. “ That he renounce his Pretenfions upon
“ the Fiefs of the Empire.
VIIL ¢ That the Englih Squadron be forth-
“ with recall’d from the Mediterranean.

The Contents of thefe Articles, the Slownefs
of the Cardinal, the Ambiguity of his Anfwers,
did at length convince the Englih Minifter, that
his Eminency having the chief Sway over the
King and Queen, would keep them in an Aver-
fion to a Negotiation, which might terminate
in -a good Pecace. Therefore doubting what
would pafs upon the Coalts of Italy if the two
Fleets fhould meet, he refolv’d without any
more Regard to depart, and deliver’d the Cardi-
nal. Minifter a Paper, importing, “ That the

“ Confederate Powers had, in purfuance of a
M “ Trea-
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“ Treaty fign’d, and communicated to Cardinal
“ Alberoni, agreed on the following Meafures :

I. “ That the Catholick King fhall have
 three Months to accept of the Treaty, rec-.
“ koning from the Day it was fign’d.

II.  That if his Catholick Majefty does not
 accept of the fame within the faid Term of
 three Month$, then the Confederates fhall
“ fupply the Emperor with fuch Forces as are
 ftipulated in the Treaty of Alliance.

IIL ¢ That if, in confequence of the Affif-
.“ tance given to the Emperor, the King of
« Spain fhould declare to, or make War againft
“ any one of the Confederates, either by invading
‘* his Dominions, or feizing his Subje&s, Ships
 or Effe@s; then the other Confederates fhall
¢ immediately declare to, and make War againft
“ his Catholick Majefty,. and fhall carry on the
““ fame till fuch Time as Satisfa&ion fhall be
« given to the wrong’d Ally. .

1V.  That in Cafe his Catholick Majefty
“ fhould refufe to accept of the faid Treaty,
““ the Confederates fhall unanimoufly difpofe of
“* his Expeations on the Dominions of Tufcany
< and Parma in Favour of fome other Prince.

“ V. “ That the Emperor fhall not a& with-
‘ in the faid Term of three Months, upon Con#
¢« dition that the King of Spain does not a& on
“ his Side;.but that if his Catholick Majety,
“ inftead of accepting the faid Treaty, thould
‘ within the faid Term a& any Hoftilities
‘ which might prevent the Execution of any
“ Indifpofition of the faid Treaty, then the Ai-
“ lies fhall immediately, and without wzitinhg
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b the Expiration of the faid Term, fupply the
“ Emperor with fuch Forces as are therein fti-
“ pulated.

The Reading of this Paper confirm’d the

Cardinal in his Sentiments, that it would not
be for the Glory of the King his Mafter to
hearken to Propofals of Peace, made in fuch a
way as favourd of defpotick Command and
Conftraint; and the King himfelf was of the
fame Mind with his Minifter, refolving to fa-
crifice every thing rather than take the lealt
Step wherein his own’ Honour and that of a
Nafcilon, fo tender of this Article, might lie ex~
pos'd.
Earl Stankope was {carcely gone, but the Car-
dinal was very jealous that the Exglih Miniltry
would not fail to make their ufe of this Rupture
of the Negotiations, and to tell the Publick, that
it now depended only on the Court of Spain to
bring things to a good Peace ; thercfore he
thought fit to inform the Publick himfelf, of the
Motives which induc’d his Catholick Majefty
to reje& the Propofals of the Englifh Minifter ;
and for this End he wrote the tollowing Letter
to the Marquefs Bererti Landi, with Orders to
communicate it to their High Mightineffes.

“ Stanhope {et out the 26th of this Month
tom the Efcurial for Madrid, whence he was
“to proceed on his Journey to Paris, having
“ feen Proof fufficient during his Stay here, of
“ the Conftancy and Firmnefs with which the
“ King rejeGed the Proje& of the Princes Me-
& diators, and the Sufpenfion of Arms laft pro-

' Ma ¢ pos'd.

[

€ ‘I Acquaiat your Excellency, that my Lord
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“posd. He learnt from their Majefties own
“ Mouths, in two long Conferences, to which
“ he had the Honour to be admitted, that they
“ detefled that Proje&, as unjuft, prejudicial,
“and offenfive to their Honour. I told him,
¢ that I did not comprehend what Motive could
¢ induce the confederated Powers to admit the
“ Duke of Sawoy into their Alliance, not only
“ confidering of what little Ufe he will be to
“ them, but becaufe ’tis certain thofe Powers
““ have no need of the Troops of Sawvey, unlefs
“ that Prince will maintain them at his own
¢ Expence, which will be very difficult to ob-
 tain.

¢ s for Sicily, I declared to my Lord Stanhope,
“ in the Prefence of the Marquefs de Nancre,
 that France and Great Britain had of them-
“ f{clves, and none elfe whatever, induc’d the
« King to retake that Kingdom ; for both thofe
« Courts had aflur'd his Majelty, that the Duke
« of Savoy was treating with the Archduke, to
“give up to him that Ifland, if that Prince
¢ would accept it; but that he had refusd it,
¢ confidering it would be better for him to re-
« ceive it by the Difpofition of the Powers Me-~
<« diators, and with the Confent of Spain; be-
< canfe in that Cafc, he would have the Advan-
< tage to obtain it by a more juft and more au-
< thentick Title, befides the Aflurance of keep-
“ing it by Favour of {o powerful 2 Guaranty.
] likewife fhew’d my Lord Staxhope, that the
¢ Archduke being Mafter of Sicily, all Iraly will
 be the Slave of the Germans, and the Powers
 of Europe not be able to fet her at Liberty :
“ And that the Germans in the laft War, with a
¢ {mall Body'of Froops, made head and dif~
-y’ - % puted
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“ puted the Ground againft two Crowns, which
“ bhad formidible Armies in Lombardy,. were
“ Maftess of the Country, and of a great Num-
“ ber of confiderable Places. I alfo reprefented
““ to him very clearly, that to make War in Lom-
“ bardy, was to make it in a Labyrinth, and that
“ it was the fatal Burial Place of the Fiench and
“ Englih: That every Year of the laft War coft -
“ France 18 or 20000 Recruits, and above 15
“ Millions ; that the Duke of Pendofm, at the
“ Time Things went profperoufly, faid, that if
“ the War in Jaly lafted, the two Crowns muft
“ indifpenfibly abandon that Province, becaufe
“ of the immenfe Charge: That according to
“ the Engagements now proposd, the Succours
“ of Great Britain are far off, and impracicable ;
““and that the leaft would coft a Potoff enongh
< to ruin a Kingdom : That at prefent thofe of
¢ France are impoflible, and would be generally
“ oppos’d by the Nation : That the Archduke
““ would triumph with all thefe Advantages, and
““ England not recover the lcalt Reimburfement,
“ when, on the contrary, fhe might gain confi-
“ derably by fiding with Spain. In conclufion,
“ 1 told my Lord Stankape plainly, that the Pro-
“ pofition of giving Sicily to the Archduke was
““ abfolutely fatal; and that of fetting Bounds
“ afrerwards to his vaft Defigns, a mere Dream
“ and Illufion ; fincz that Prince being poficfs’d
““ of Sicily, would have no further need, either
“ of France or England, for bringing immediate-
“1ly the reft of Zaly under Subje&ion, and no
- “ Power would be in a Condition to oppofe it.
““ This is the Snbftance of all the Conferences
“ my Lord Sankope had, and your Excellency
# may make ufe of it as Occafion fhall offer.
. M3 In
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- In the mean time the Cardinal being inform’d,
‘both by the Earl of Stanhope’s Paper, and by his
‘Difcourfe, what Spain muft expe& from the
Powers enter’d intothe Alliance, loft no time in
giving new Orders to haften the Succours which
were defign’d for Sardinia, from whence the
Army in Sicily was to be reinforc’d from time to
time: . He alfo apply’d himfelf, with the utmoft
Ditigence, in the Difpatch of Inftru&ions and
Orders to his Catholick Majefty’s Minifters at
London, Paris, and the Hague; to fet all Engines
-at work, in order to break the Meafares of the
“Allies ; and being inform’d, by a Letter from
the Marquefs de Beverti Landi, of the good Dif-
pofition which their High Mightinefles {feem’d to
be in, for obferving an exa& Neutrality, he turn'd
all his Thoughts that way, in order to mana
“the Republick, to whofe Mediatiori the Interefts
of hisCatholick Majefty might always be refer’d,
in cafe any Misfortune thould happen, which
oblig’d him to fubmit to the Terms impos’d up-
on him. o ; ‘
The Cardinal being always watchful of
Events, in which the Authority of the King,
his Mafter, was concern’d, took very much at
Heart the Aftair of the Refufal of his Bulls for
-the Archbithoprick of Sevife, not fo much on his -
own Account, as becaufe it firuck at the Honour
-of his Catholick Majefty, whofe Intereft the
‘Court of Rome feem’d to-have little Regard to;
fo that after many fubmiffive and refpé&tful
Reprefentations, he believ’d that the Intereft of
the Crown would receive fuch a vifible Blow
upon this Occafion, as might be of bad Confe-
‘quence hereafter. Therefore, after feveral Hints
drop’d to the Nuncio Aldrovandi, of what
bt . Lo . .'Would
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would be the Confequence, if the Holy Father
fhould ftill pay fo much Deference to the Inftan-
ces of the Houfe of Auftria, asto delay granting
to his Catholick Majefty what he had no reafon
to refufe him, he fent Cardinal 4cquaviva his laft
Inftru@ions upon this Affair. This Minifter no
fooner receiv’d them, but, before he put them in
execution, he communicated them to the Cardinal
Nephew, that his Holinefs might have no caufe to
reproach him, with having carry’d Things to
an Extremity, without having acquainted him
therewith. The Holy Father knew immediate-
}y what pafs'd; -and the Cardinal Nepbew, after
feveral Journeys betwixr the Vatican and Car-
dinal Acquaviva’s Palgce, did, at laft, obtain
the latrer’s Confent to fufpend the Execution of
his Orders, till the next Confiftory. The
Spanifh Minifter agreed to it the more readiiy,
becaufe he was perfuaded that his Holins
would embrace this Occafion, to avoid fuch a
Rupture between the two Courts, as that was
which coft fo much Pains to be heal’d not two
Years ago. Neverthelefs, he was deceiv’d in
his Expe&ation, and the Threats of the Imperial
Court flill prevail’d over the good Difpofitions
of his Holinefs, fo that a Confiftory was held,
without the leaft mention of the Archbithop~
rick of Sevife. Then it was that Cardinal Ac-
quaviva renew’d the Proteftation which he made
at the beginning of this Refufal, declaring in
Subftance, “ That his Catholick Majefty having
““ nominated Cardinal Albgroni to the }Archbi{hop-
““ rick of Seville, and the ordinary Informations
“ being taken before the Nuncio, and produc’d
““ with the Brief of his Majefty’s Nomination,
¢ the King of Spain was furpriz’d that all thefe

' M4 * For-
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‘“ Formalities obferv’d according to the Rules,
“the Pope fhould refufe to propofe the faid
¢ Church, as he had, on his Part, requefted him.

““ That the Right of naming to Bifhopricks had - -

“ been acquir’d by the Kings of Spain, for feve-
“ ral Ages, by the great Services which the faid

““ Crown has done to the Church, in converting

* an infinite Number of People to the Catholick

“ Faith ; that his Catholick Majefty was re-

“folv’d to maintain his antient Rights, which

“ had never been difputed; that his Holinefs

““ could not reje&t the Prefentation of a Subjed,
“ whom he knew to be Regular in his Life and

¢ Converfation, and Orthodox in Do&rine ;

* efpecially, fince the ¥oly Father found no

“ Incapacity or Difqualification in him laft

“ Year, when he advanc’d him to the Degree

“ of a Cardinal; nor fince that, when he gran-

“ ted him the Bulls for the Bifhoprick of Ma-

“ loga, &c,

_Thefe Reafons, how ftrong foever they were
in themfelves;, had no other Effe&, tho’ repea-
ted, than they had in the Month of February
laft. Thercfore Cardinal Acquaviva iflued a De-
cree, by which, in the Name of the Catholick
King, he order’d all Spawmiards, of whatever
Rank, Quality or Condition they were, to quit
Rome, and retire to the Marquifate of Ancona,
giving them Paflports for that End, and caufing
Mcney to be diftributed to thofe who wanted
it ; and, to fet an Example, he himfclf left Rome
and reti’d to Albano. Above 4000 Spaniards
did the like, and left none cf their Nation be-
- hind, but fuch as had rothing to lofe, or no-
thing to expe& in the Dominions of Spain. Who
would ot haye thought that fuch a Procecding

. would
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would for ever have imbroil'd two Courts, fo
jealous of their Prerogatives? efpecially, when
the Nuficio Aldrovandi had Orders at the fame
time to quit Spain. But the Sequel will fhew,
that there remain’d the fame good Cortrefpon-
dence betwixt them as before, which occa-
fion’d great Speculations on the Motives of the
Condu& of both Courts.

Thefe different Events, of which the Cardinal
was the Primum Mubile, fix'd the Eyes of ail
Europe upon the Condu& of this Minifter, the
Darling of Fame, when the Englih Admiral
gave a new Turn to the Reafonings of Politicians,

y the moft remarkable A&ion that had hap-
pen’d for a long time. :

After the Anfwer which the Catholick King
return’d to that Admiral’s Difpatches; the latter
having reinforc’d the Garrifon of Gibraltar, ook
inn Water at Mualaga, without offering the leaft
Difturbance to the Place, landed fome Troops
at Port Mahkon, and then made all the fail he
could for the Relief of the Kingdom of Naples.
Never was an Englifhman {fo genteely receivd in
Ttaly, as this Admiral was at Naples by the
Viceroy, the Count de Than, who paid him al-
moft the fame Honours as he would have done
to a Sovercign Prince. Yet all the time was not
fpent in Ceremonies, in Compliments, and in
{Ending rich and magnificent Prefents to the Ad-
miral’s Ship. The Viceroy had fcarce repre-
fented to the Englijh Admiral, how important it
was to fuccour the 'Predmontefe, who were in
Sicily, but the latrer offer’d his Service to con-
voy the moft powerful Supplies that ht fhould

fend.
The
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The Duke of Sawy had fcarce heard what
pafs’d in this Kingdom, but judging that he
alone was not able to hinder its reverting under
the Dominion of its old Mafters, ingratiated
himfelf with the Emperor, by giving it up to
him purely and fimply, relying entirely upon his
Imperial Majefty’s good Intentions, to take care
of his Interefts afterwards, when a Treat
fhould be fet on Foot with Spain. This A& of
Retroceflion was immediately difpatch’d to the
Viceroy of Naples, to fend it into Sicily, that
the Savoyard Generals there might conform ac-
cordingly : And it was by vertue of this. Cef-
fion, that the Viceroy of Naples had fo much
at Heart the Relief of an Ifland, which he
had already look’d upon as the Patrimony of
the Emperor his Mafter. '

The Englifh Admiral, after having feconded
the Intentions of the Viceroy, rode in the
Canal of Meffina, when one of his Scout Ships
brought him Word that the Spanih Fleet was
not: far off.

As foon as the Admiral arriv’d upon the
Coatts of Sicily, he wrote a Letter to the Marquefs
de Lede, and propos’d a Ceflation of Arms to
him, which the Marquefs could not grant him,
having no Inftru&ions in fuch an Affair.  After
an Anfwer to that Effe&, the Englih Admiral
detach’d part of his Fleet in purfuic of the Spa-
miards ; who, by Favour of the Wind, kept juft
out of the Reach of the Englifp ; but at length,
notwithftanding all they could do, 2 Fight be-
gah. The Spaniards lying too near, were, at
length, oblig’d to pur themfclves upon the De-
fenfive, for they could not but be jealous of
~ thofe Ships that were detach’d from the main

Body
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Body of the Englih, who fpread all the Sail
they could to gain the Wind of ’em. At length,
.on the r1th o§ Auguft 1718, part of the Englyh
Fleet was engag’d with part of the Spanifp Fleet,
which being very much inferior in Number, in
Force, and in the true Method of working, was
beat off of Syracufa, and loft above twelve Ships
of War, the reft of the fcatter’d Fleet retiring,
part to Malta, and part to fome Harbours of
Sicily.

The News of this AGion flew quickly to all
the Courts of Europe; and occafion’d various
Reafonings upon the Conduét of the Englih Ad-
miral, who was the Aggreflor; but no Body
prefum’d to be pofitive, and every one left it to
the Judgment of the whole Parliament, then
about to affemble. The Minifters of Spain, and
efpecially the Marquefles de Monteleone, and de
Bereti Landi, left no Stone unturn’d to incenfe
the Members againft the Court; and, in or-
der to juftify his Catholick Majefty’s Condu&
to all Eurgpe, publifhi’d the following Letter
from the Marquels de Momeleone to Sccretary
Craggs,
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COPY of a LETTER from the Mar-

- quefs of Monteleone, Embaffador from
the King of Spain, to the Right Honour-
able My. Sccretary Craggs.

Sir,

¢ HE News that is {fpread in the World
‘ of Admiral Bing’s having attack’d the
¢ Spanih Fleet, and obrain’d confiderable Ad-
© vantages over them, obliges me naturally not
€to at in any Affair till I receive Orders and
¢ Inftru&ions from the King my Mafter, con-
¢ cerning an A&ion fo furprizing and unexpe&-
“ed, and that even feems to agree but very
¢little with the Declarations made to the
¢ Court of Madrid by the {aid Admiral, fince
¢ they gave to underftand, that the Englih Fleet
¢ would proceed no further than as a2 Guarantee
¢ to defend the Dominions of the Archduke, in
¢ cafe they were invaded. Neverthelefs, as I
¢ cannot doubt in the leaft but that your Excel-
¢ lency makes ferious RefleGtions on the jult Re-
¢ fentments which the King, my Mafter, and all
¢ the Spaniaids, muft needs have, to fee them-
¢ felves thus aflaulted and abus’d, with fo much
¢ Animofity, by a Nation to whom they have
¢ fhewn th: moft Favour, and fee them a&
< contrary to all ‘Reafon, Politicks, and even
¢ againft their own Intereft, to increafe the ex-
¢ orbitant Power of the Germans in Italy.

I cannot difpenfe with my not acquainting_
¢ your Excellency with the good and generous
¢ Intentions of the King, my Malter, that were

com-
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¢ communicated to me by his Letters of the
¢ 29th of Auguft, N.S. As alfo the Orders he
¢ gave concerning the Arrival of the Fleet of
¢ Mexico at Cadiz, which, in Silver, and other
¢ Effe&s, is valued at nine Millions of Crowns. -

¢ His Majelty informs me, that notwithitan-
¢ ging Admiral Bing’s Declaration, and the Inti-
¢ mation that has been given him of the Articles
¢ lately Signed, whereof I here fend a2 Copy to
¢ your Excellency ; and that altho’ the faid De-
¢ claration and Aurticles rather denote an obvious
¢ Defign of making War, than that of maintain-
¢ ing a perfe& Underftanding between the two
¢ Nations, and undertaking an impartial Media-
¢ tion ; yet it is refolv’d not to make the leaft
¢ Change in any thing that relates to Trade;
¢ that the Effe&s arrived in the faid Flota fhall
¢ be delivered; as before, to thofe whom they
¢ belong to ; and, in a Word, that it is his
¢ Majefty’s Will and Intention, that the Treaty
¢ of Peace and Commerce fhould be religioufly
¢ obferv’d;; and that the Englifb fhould continue to
¢ enjoy all the Advantages and Grants that were
¢ given them hererofore. -

¢ This laft, and fo fingular Inftance of his
¢ Majefty’s Juftice and Moderation, ought not,
¢ certainly, to have been prevented by the fad
¢ Event, which he muft have received the News
¢ of, a tew Days after he had given fo evident a
* Mark of his favourable Difpofitions towards
¢ the Englifh Nation, : .

¢ It may be that {fome difaffe@ed Perfons have
¢ endeavour’d to intimate that the Spanih Navy
¢ aim’d lefs at the Liberty of Zaly, than of ma-
¢ king Alterations in the Commerce, as it isnow
¢ cltablifh’d, and engrofling to themfelves the con=

! ¢ fiderable
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¢ fiderable Branches which other Nations have
¢ in the Indies. Bur this pretended Defign is as
‘ falfe as impra&icable. '

¢ God has committed the Judies to the Traft
¢ of the Spaniards, that all Nation§ might par-
¢ take of the Riches of that new World; it is
 even neceflary that all Europe fhould contri-
¢ bute towards fupplying the different Domini-’
¢ ons of that vaft Empire with their Manufac-' .
¢ tures and Merchandizes : This was, and is ftill
¢ the Intention of the King my Mafter, and all
¢ his Preparations by Sea can never have any
¢ other View than that of defending the Coaft
¢ of Spain, and prote&ing Trade in Europe and
¢ the Indies. ' ’

¢ As to what regards me in particular, I fhall
¢ be extreamly concern’d, fhould the A&ion,which
¢ paft lately to the unfpeakable Surprize of the
< greateft Part of Europe, give any Alteration to
¢ the good Difpofition of the King my Mafter,
¢ towards all the Englyh Nation ; and the hearty
¢ Defire he has had hitherto to contribute to.
¢ their Advantage. -
: Iam, &c.

Three Weeks after the Secretary return’d a
long Anfwer to this Letter ; wherein he faid, by
Order of the King his Mafter, ¢ That what
¢ Admiral Bing had done ought by no means to.
¢ appear furprizing, fince my Lord Stanbope had
¢ declar’d to the Catholick King, and to his Mi-~
¢ nifter the Cardinal Alberoni, that if, during the
¢ Term of three Months, allow’d for his Ma-
¢ jefty’s entring into the Alliance, he undertook
¢ any Hoftilities, tending to hinder the Execu-
¢ tion of the Difpofitions made by thefaid "I‘r;a-
: ¢ ties,
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¢ thing was pretended to, but a Mediation to
< facilitate the Proje& of Pecace, or, at moft, to
¢ defend the Territories acually in the Pofleffion
‘of the Archduke in Laly ; when my Lord Stan-
¢ hope was in Spain, at a {mall Diftance from the
¢ Court, to propofe to it Proje@s of Peace and a
¢ Sufpenfion of Arms ; and laftly, in the very
¢ Inftant when the King our Mafter, to give new
¢ Proofs of his Royal Circumf{peGion, had or-
¢ der’d the Effe@s of the Englih, brought to Ca~-
¢ diz in the laft Flota which arrived there from
¢ the Indies, not to be touch’d, but that every
¢ Man of that Nation fhould have what refpec-
¢ tively belong’d to him. '

. “In Truth, no impartial Perfon can hear, with-
¢ out Surprize, that the Fleet of his Britannick

¢ Majefty, commanded by Sir George Bing, did,

¢ without any Provocation, Neceffity, or Pre-
¢ tence, and forgetting the Title of Peaceful
¢ Mediator, which his Mafter afflumes to him=
< felf, together with the Interelts of Grear Britain,
¢ attack the Fleet of Spain, only to fruftrate the
< Expedition againft Sicily ; after having been at
¢ Naples, to concert with Count Thaun {o bafe an
¢ At&ion ; received great Sums of Money, by
¢ way of fuppofed Arrears; and finally, aftex
< having come near to Meffina, and fent trufty
¢ Officers to confer with the Commanders of the
¢ King’s Army, and to aflure them that he would
¢ commit no A& of Hoftility.
¢ The greateft Part of Europe is impatient to
¢ hear how the Britih Miniftry can juftity them-
¢ felves to the World, after fo rath a Violence.
¢ If they recur to the feeble Argument to fay,
¢ that Admiral Bsng’s Inltru&tions were o main-
¢ tain the Neutrality of aly, Who is ignorant,
' ‘at

,
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¢ at this time of Day, that that Neutrality hath
* long been at an End ? And that the Princes, who
¢ guaranty the Treaties of Ukrecht, ate entirely
‘free, and difcharg’d from their Guaranty ?
¢ Every body knows, that the Guaranty of the
‘ Sufpenfion of Arms in Jialy was revoked and
¢ annull’d, not only by the lcandalous Breaches
* which the A4uffrians made in the ill-perform’d
¢ Evacuation of Catalonia and Majorca, and by
other fubfequent Qutrages ; but al{o by reafon
¢ that the faid Guaranty; taken in its literal
¢ Senfe, was no longer binding, than ’till the
€ Peace to be made with France ; and the Princes
¢ Guarantees ought no otherwife to maintain it,
¢ than by their mutual ‘Offices.
¢ Upon thefe Grounds and Principles every
¢ ane may make his own Refle&jons. And what
© will the World {ay, to fce that after the faid
¢ Neutrality had, for the Reafons aboye alledg’d,
 13in dormant for four Years, the Miniftry of
“ Londom would fain revive and fuppert jt, not
“ by the Employment of a Friendly Mediation,
¢ but by open Force, and the fcandalous Artifice
¢ of abufing our Security and Confidence ? This
¢ is fo certain and indubitable, and Admiral
< Bing found himfelf fo perplex’d with the Re-
¢ morfe of his injurious Condug, that in the Ac-
¢ count he gives of this Naval Fight, knowing
¢ that he had no Motive, nor reafonablc Pretenge
¢ 20 fall foul on the Spamiards, he betakes himfelf
“to the Shift of fuppofing (quite contrary to
¢ Truth) that the King’s Ships firlt ranged them-
- felves in Line of Batde, and fired upon the
¢ Englib. But that which is molt furprizing is,
¢ that he lays it down for Fa&, that he fent Os-
£ degs to his Ships not\ﬁo fire upon the 5?“”"4{‘1‘;
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¢ If he had no Defign to attack them, if -he had
¢ a Mind to treat them as Friends, why did he
¢ purfue them from the Streights of the Faroto the
¢ Heights of Syracufa 2 Why fent he four of the
¢ beft Sailers in his Fleet in all Hafte, with Or-
¢ ders to come up with the Spaniards 2 And why,
¢ laftly, did he follow them with the reft, after
¢ having given them his own Lights, unlefs it
‘ was not to lofe Sight of the Spanifh Fleet du-
¢ ring the Night ? This Step, which is fo extra-
¢ ordinary, was not taken certainly with the
¢ View only of faluting the Spanih Fleet in fo
"¢ nicc and critical a Jun&ure, after having con-
¢ voy’d near to Rixoles in Calabria a confiderable
¢ Part of the Auftrian Infantry ! '
¢ The King our Mafter, who looks upon the
¢ King of Great Britain as a wife, a prudent,
¢ and moderate Prince, who is not ignorant that
¢ the Succefs of Arms is unconftant, who knows
“ in fhort to how many Accidents and Revolu-
€ tions Humane Felicity is expofed, and that
"¢ God takes the juft Caufe into his Prote&ion,
¢ cannot perfuade himfelf that {fo enormous an
¢ A& was executed by Order -of his Britannick
¢ Majefty ; and the rather, becaufe he thinks it
¢ incompatible with the Gratitude of Sovereigns
< (and efpecially of his Britamnick Majefty) to for-
¢ get {o eafily the fincere Friendthip whereof- he
¢ hath received {fo many Proofs from the King
¢ our Mafter, who did not fail to thew it him,
¢ during the moft perilous Time of his Reign,
¢ dnd the late Tronbles in England. '
¢ Neither can his Majefty perfwade himfelf,
< that a Violence fo, pnjuft, and fo generally dif-
 approved, wasfomentéd by the Britift- Nation,
¢ becaufe fhe is always z-faithful Friend vo her
! = ¢ Allies,



Cardinal ALBERONL. 179

¢ Allies, and grateful to Spain for the Benefits
_“tfhe hath received from the Liberalitjes and
¢ good Intentions of his Catholick Majefty. On
¢ the other fide, well-grounded -Experience con-
¢ vinces his faid Majelty, that this Event is the
¢ Effe@ of fome reftlefs and turbulent Spirits,
¢ Enemies to Pedce; to, his Britannick Majefty’s
‘ Honour, to the Nation’s Quiet and Advan-
‘ tage, and to the Publick Good in general ;
¢ defirous of raifing their private Fortunes and
¢ Conveniencé upon the Common Ruin, and at
¢ the Expence of fatal Succefs and its unhappy
¢ Confequences.
¢ All thefe Motives, together with that which
< his Majefty hath (tho’ to his Sorrow) to fee
¢ the ill Ufe which is made of his Favonrs ; the
¢ Refleétion upon the infulting his Honout by an
¢ Hottility and Offence fo little expe&ed ; and
¢ the Confideration that after what hath newly
¢ happen’d, the Reprefentation of your Excel-
“ lency’s Chara&er and Miniftry would be fuper-
¢ fluous at that Court, and that you would be
¢ ill refpeQed there, have obliged the King to
¢ order me to bid you in bhis Name to depart
““from England, as foon as your Excellency
¢ fhall receive this Letter, his Majefty having o

¢ refolved. - .
: Iam, &c.

Na How
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How ftrong foever -were the Arguments and
&xprefions of this Letter, the Marquefs de Mon-
teleone, perceiving the Motions of the Court-
Party to get 2 Majority in Parliament, thought
his Prefence neceflary a while longer in Eng-
lanrd, and before-he went away, he publifh’d the
following Letter from Cardinal 4lberoni, in An-
fwer to the Accufations of Mr. Cragg:s.

Tranflation of Cardinal Alberoni’s ANSWER
10 the Marquefs de Monteleone, dated the
1oth of O&ober, 1718, -concerning the
LerTer M. Secretary Craggs wrote to
the faid Marquefs, dated at Hampton-
Court, Sept. 4. 1718.

. S1g,
<Y VHO’ the Breach of Faith of the Britify
¢ & Miniftry hath fufficiently fhewn itfelf, in
“*‘the unjuft and unforefeen Hoftility commiteed
* by Sir George Bing againft his Majefty’s Squa-
-€ dron ; yet, forafmuch as Mr. Craggs, Secretary
¢ of State, endeavours, inthe Letter which he
* wrote to your Excelleney the fourth of
.  ber, to perfwade the World of the contrary,
¢ ’ris unaveidably neceffary to repeat to you,
¢ that this A&ion was alrcady premeditated,
¢ and that Admiral Bing conceal’d his Intention,
¢ the better to abufe the Confidence of our Ge-
¢ nerals in Sicily, by giving them his Word, that
¢ he would not commit any Hoftility.
*  ¢Men were univerfally furprized at the Arri~
¢ val of the Firft Minifter of Great Britain at the
¢ Court of the Catholick King, there to make

¢ Pro-
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¢ Propofals of Peace and of Sufpenfion of Arms,
- €at the fame time that the Naval Force of the
¢ Potentate, who fhould have been Mediator,
¢ was performing the Actions of an open Rups
¢ ture.

It doth not fuffice to'fay, that a Ruptare
¢ might and muft be predi&ed, by the Demand
¢ which the Lord Stanbope made of a Pafs for
¢ the Security of his Perfon in his Majeftys Do-
¢ minions ; and-'tis needlefs to repeat what pafs’d -
¢ betwixt the Marquefs de Lede and Sir_ Geprge
¢ Bing, while he was in Sicily, concerning a Suf-
¢ penfion of Arms, becanfe no body is ignorant
¢ that the Marquefs de Lede was not authorized
< for it, and that his Inftruions required nathing
‘elfe of him than to recover that Kingdom,
¢ without empowering him to.enter jnto 2 Ne-
¢ gotiation of Peace : For ’tis very cuftomary tq
¢ demand Paffes, to fecure pne's felf againft "Ac-
¢ cidents; and efpecially, becaufé by that meang
¢ Nations thew their mutual Refpe& for eich
¢ other. Bat ’tis no where to be found in-Hif-
¢ tory, nor is it compatible with Go8d-Fajth,
¢ neither have the moft Barbarous People yet
¢ {earnt the Maxim of fending a Minifter from
¢ one Court to another, with the Chara&er of
¢ Mediator, there to treat of Peace, and of ex-
¢ ecuting at the fame time the utmoft Rigours of
¢ War.

¢ Mr. Craggs complains, in his Letter, of the
¢ Impoftsdaid on the Merchandizes of Great Bri-
¢ tain ; but befides that no Man can make this
¢ out, the antient Cuftoms obferv’d in Spain hav-
¢ ing becn prais’d from the Signing of the Peace
¢ of Ukrecht, upon the firlt Demand of Mr. Bubs,
¢ Minifter of that Crown, for the making and

N 3 ¢ feteling
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¢ fettling a new Tariff, the fame was readily a-
¢ greed to: And as it proved a2 Work of Time,
 Endeavours were ufed to accomplith and con-
¢ clude it at Cadiz, with the Affiftance of the
¢ publick Merchants.of all Nations, who fign’d
¢ it. ‘The King himfelf approved it, agd it had
* infallibly been printed and publith’d, had not
¢ the Englih Squadron appear’d in the Mediter-
 ranean, to oppofe his Majefty’s jult Under-
. taking. : o
“.f Tl%erc never was 2 Thought entertain’d of
¢ prohibiting feveral kinds of Goods exprefly al-
¢ Jow’d by the faid Treaty ; neither did the King
‘ deny the Sowth-Sea Company the Schedules for
* their Annual Vefels, his Majefty having only
€ defired the faid Gompany to let them alone
¢ for this Year, becaufe he had.refolv’d not to
¥ fend his own Galeons, at the Requeft of thofe
£ who trade tq the Judies, and of the Confulate
¢ of Cadiz, whq afirm’d, that America was fo
* over-ftock’d with all forts of Goods, that it
¢ was impofifible to difpofc of them.
¢ His Majefty hath done nothing herein, that
* is againft the exprefs Words of the Treaty :
¢ Qn the contrary, he hath by fuch Condu&
¢ thewn his Inclination to favour the Commerce
- of the Britifb Nation ; for he offer’d at the fame
* time, that the Englih might fend thither two
¢ Ships inftead of one next Year; and the King
¢ was difpofed (rotwithftanding the gbove-men-
¢ tion’d Requeft) to confent to theiDeparture
¢ of the faid Annual Ship, not regarding the
¢ Prejudice his Finances would have fufter’d
* therefrom.
¢ The Detention of the Merchant-Ships, to
- ¢ tranfport Troops, Horfes, and Ammuniu'on, .
: . Was
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was perform’d without any Conftraint, and
with the peaceable Confent of the Parties con-
cern’d, whofe Freight was punually. paid.
>Tis not Spain that introduc’d this Cuftom, the
Merchant-Ships in all Sea-Ports, of what Na-
tion foever, publickly ferving thofe who pay
them, in the nature of Tranfports: But it
was a fubtle and. malicious Invention to fay,
that the Owners, who endeavour’d to ftruggle
with fuch Proceedings, had their Ears cut off.
And forafmuch, as thefe Reports muft have

.been rais’d with the View only of impofing

upon the Britip Nation, and incenfing them
at the Expence of difmal Tragedies and vifi-
ble Dangers, contrary to their own Intereft,
Time will fufficiently fatisfy the World, that
thefe Pretexts are very wide of Truth.

‘ °Tis not deny’d here, that peradventure
the Englifp Conful had been arrefted, and fome
other Reprizals order’d, which furely did not
happen before the Sea-Fight: And to hear
the Miniftry of Londun talk, they will not on-
ly difpofe of the Kingdoms and Provinces of
others, but we muft moreover calmly put up
the Affront of their Infults, and fit down filent-
ly by the Violence of their Condu&.

¢ The Complaint that is made, of the Threat-
ning to detain the Effe@s of the Englih Mer-
chants, falls to the Ground; for the King, -
notwithftanding Admiral Bing declar’d, upon
his Arrival in the Spanih Sca, that he had Or-
ders to employ the Force of his Squadron
againft the Enterprizes of our Army in Jaly,
and that fuch a Detention would be look’d up-
on as the Confequence of fo in urious a De-
claration, and fo groundlefs a Rupture, would

N 4 ¢ not
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pot take the Advantage of that Junfure of
Aftairs (whatever Reafon and Right he had
fo to do) to déprive the Englip of the Trea-
fures, which they had difpers’d up and down
in his Majefty’s Dominions. On the conttary,
fuch was his Benevolence, that he permitted
them to gather in the fame, always preferring
to his own Satisfa&tion the Common Welfart

.of a Nation, with which he is in Friendfhip,
‘and which hath no Share in the World in thé

evil Condnét of a fmall Number of pajticular
Perfons ,* who facrifice the whole. Nation 't
their ambitious Defigns. -

¢ The Proofs which his Majefty hath given
of his goed Faith and fincere Friendlhip for
the King of Great-Britain, during the moft
ftormy .and perilous part of his Reign, and
the Treaty concluded with Mr. Bubb, whence
fuch great Advantages did accrue to that
Monarch, that the Gratitude fo natural to
Soveteigns oblig’d him to fpeak of them to
his Parliament, ahd to mention his Catholick
Majefty and the Spanmiards as his faft Friends,
faithful Allies, and Partakers in the Welfare and
TranTility of the King of Great-Britam and
his Subje&s, which were equally attack’d and
difturp’d by the miferable inteftine Divifions in
his Kingdom: Thefe Tryals, which his Britan~
nick Majefty hath had of the Friendthip and
Generofity of the Catholick King, prove the
contrary of what Mr. Craggs fuppofes in his
faid Letter, as if there had been a Talk of
openly declaring in the Favour of the Pretender,
¢ Touching the Archduke’s Renunciation of

¢ Tufcany ; that Prince having never any Right -
¢ to claim 'thofe Territories, tis an eafy Mar-

fter
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*® tet to perfuade him to yield them, or at leaft
¢ to abate of the wide-extended Proje&s for age
¢ grandizing his Dominions. « '
- * 'This Miniltry do acknowledge they wrote
€ the Letter of the 20th of Auguff, which Mr.
¢ Craggs refets to in his, and which the King
¢ order’d his Embafladors at London and the
¢ Hague to make publick, his Majeity being de~
€ firous to juftify- his Condu& in that Manner,
¢ and make appear that his Undertakings, the
¢ raifing of Troops, and retrieving of his Na~
¢ vy, did not reach to the depriving the Englih
¢ Nation of the Commerce of the Iwdies, as
“‘the Miniftry of Lindm have endeavourd to
¢ infinuate, to create a perfe@ Diffidence and
¢ entire Hatred between the two Nations. Be-
¢ fides, the repeated Proofs, which the King of
€ Spain hath given of his generous Carriage to~
¢ wards the King of Grem-Britain, will at all
¢ Events convince and aflure him, that the
¢ abovemention’d Letter was not publifh’d with
¢ the Defign of incenfing his Subje&s againft
¢ his Government; tho’ there are few, who do
‘ not know, that the Maxims and particular
¢ Views of fom¢ of the Englih Minilters are
¢ prejudicial and deftruttive of the Common
¢ Welfare. ‘
¢ As for Mr.Craggs’s alledging in his Letter,
< that the King his Mafter doth not pretend to
¢ any other Trade for his Subjeéts, with thofg
¢ of)" his Catholick Majefty, than what is ftipu-
¢ lated for them by the Treaties; it cannot be
¢ thought, that is the faid Prince’s Meaning ;
¢ becaufe he is not ignorant, that befide what
¢ his Catholick Majelty fo generoufly granted
¢ by the Treaty of Utrecht, he extended yet flar-
ther
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¢ ther his Royal Beneficence, by receding af-
¢ terward from the three Explanatory Articles,
“ and by enlarging confiderably the Affrento
¢ Treaty for Slaves, the more to oblige the
¢ Englii. And the Watld will eafily judge,
¢ from thefe two laft Treaties, what 2 high Ef-
¢ teem his Catholick Majelty hath had for the
¢ the King of Great-Britain and his Subje&s ;
and that, inflead of thinking of new Impofts
and Duties upon the Merchandizes of that
Crown, he hath yielded, in behalf of Com-
merce, all the Advantages granted to him by
the Congrefs of Utrecht.
¢ Mean while, the Evil-minded of the London
Miniftry. have not only endeavour’d to create
a Diffidence in the Minds of the Britih Na-
tion, by infinuating that there are Manufac-
tories and Work - Houfes newly ere@ted in
¢ Spain ; but they have alfo with the fame Ar-
¢ tifice gone about to perfuade Foreign Powers,
¢ that it was indifpenfibly neceflary to curb the
¢ Strength of that Monarchy, and. to ruin its
¢ Fleet, which (according to them) was defign’d
* to difturb the Publick Tranquility, and to de-
¢ prive them all, without Diftin&ion, of their
¢ Commerce. :

¢ For what concerns the Manufa&ures, it
¢ is notorious, that were they much more nu-
¢ merous than they are, they could never fup-
¢ ply the Demand in Spain; and that the Com=
 merce of the Indies, humanly fpeaking, cannot
£ be maintain’d without Foreign Merchandizes;
¢ partly, becaufe the Inhabitants of thefe King-
¢ doms fhew very little Inclination to carry on
¢ Manufa&ures; and partly, becanfe God, in
* his ynfearchable Providence, hath given the
E 3 ¢ Indies
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¢ Indies into the. Prote&ion of the Spaniards, to
‘ the end that all the People in the World
¢ fhould equally fhare in their Produ&ions,,
¢ Concerning the Naval Force, the King li-
mited it to fuch ‘2 moderate Number, that
Men can hardly (without Partiality) think
it fufficient to convoy the Galeons, and
“guard the Coafts of Spain; which is verify’d
by the Account which the Englib publifh’d,
of the Number and Rates of the Ships, as al-
fo of the Place where they met them in the
Sea-Fight of Sicily. And laftly, T muft ob-
ferve to your Excellency, that ’tis acknow-
ledg’d that Mr. Craggs, by his vain Difcourfes,
evades the Mention of the Violence commit-
ted againft his Majefty’s Squadron; and it
appears that he requires it thould be believ'd
we were attack’d with Reafon, upon no other
Motive, than becaufe we had before been un-
juftly threaten’d: But the Miniftry of London
muft maintain the Tréaties with due Honont
and Good-Faith, if they would prefcrve the
King’s Friendfhip and the Commerce of the
Britih Nation. Iam, &r. o

AN AR A A A ® A A AR A A A A A A A A .

This laft Letter, which gave a true Idea of
what the Minifter and Court of Spain thought
of his Britannick Majclty’s Condu&, was alfo
communicated to the Stases Geireial by the Mar-
quefs de Beretti Landi, who did not fail to tack a
Memorial tc it; from whence that Minifter
took Occafion to obferve to their High Mighti-
nefles, into what a terrible Labyrinth they
would infallibly plunge themfelves, ir they
fhould yicld to the Solicitations of the Enemies
ot Spain, enter into their Views, and prefer the

Name
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Name of Enemy to that of Pacifick Mediae
tors, which they might ftill preferve, fince hig
Catholick Majefty refer’d his Interefts to them,
defiring nothing, but that they would find out
Means to falve the Honour of his Crown and
of the Spanifb Nation.

The Enemies of Spain did not gain all the
Advantages they expeGed from the Fight off of
Syracufa. The Englih were the firft, on whom
the Spaniards reveng’d the Lofs of their Ships ;
Several of their Merchants and Confuls werg

ut under Arreft, Inyentories were taken of
their Effe@s, which were remov’d to Places of
Security ; feveral of-their Ships returning from
the Ports of the Levant or Italy with rich Car-
goes, not knowing what had pafs’d, ran into
the very Mouths of the Spaniards, by cafting
Anchor in their Harbours. Indeed, the Gover-
nors and Magiftrates of the Maritime Towngs
did feveral things upon this Occafion withoug
Orders from Court; and the King thew’d his
Difapprobation of it, as foon has he had Infor-
mation thereof, by granting all the Englih thap
were in his Dominions entire Liberty, and there-
by convincing them, that he did not impute all
that had pafs’d to their Nation. In refpe& to
Sicily, the Defeat cf the Spanifh Fleet, inftead of
retarding the Execution of their Defigns, did
only ferve as it were for a time to puth them on
the fafter; for on one hand the Sicilian Militia
took up Arms for ’em, the chief Nobility en-
gag’d to raife new Regiments at their own Ex- ~
pence, and even the Clergy contributed freely,
after havirg form’d Aflociations in Favour of
Spain ; {fo that the Citadel of Mg(fina was foon
oblig’d to capitulate, notwithftanding all s:he
' c-
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nour, publifi’d the Motives of his changing
Sides in the following Manifefto, by way of

Letter.

‘A DecLArRATION Of the Motives which

- obligd Cardinal del Giudice to ‘abandon
the Party of King Philip, and efpoufe the
Party of the Emperor, and place the Impe-
rial Arms over the Gate of bis' Palace
at Rome, in the Month of December,
1718. In a Letter to a Friend. v

S1g,

< I N your laft you exprefs'd to me your Sur-
¢ A prize at the Refolution of Cardinal Giudics.
¢ Confidering therefore that you may have been
¢ mifled by artful Infinuatjons, or by your being
“ unacquainted with the true State of the Cafe,
I take the Liberty to fet it in a right Light,
¢ that you may fee how juftifiable the Condu&
¢ of the Cardinal is in this Affair. [ fhall wave
€at prefent the -extraordinary Accidents that
“befel him at the Court of Spain, occafiop’d
¢ by malicious and falfe Reports ; and contegs
* myfelf with telling you, that when he retird
€ to Rome to enjoy Quietnefs there, after having
Sfferv’d that Crown in feveral- Stations, imme-
¢ diately upon his Arrival, Cardinal 4cquaviva,
Sby Order of King Philip, notified to all the
¢ Dependants of Spain, that they ought to-look
€ upon the Cardinal as entirely out of his Fa-
¢ vour. . This being furprizing News to the Car
¢ dinal, he reprefented to King Philip what ha

§ been done, defiring him to acquaint him "Wl't
¢ the
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¢ the Motives; and direGed his Letter to the
¢ Duke of Orleans, that he might be the more
€ certain the fame would be deliver’d to the faid
€ Prince; which tho’ it was deliver'd according-
¢ ly, yet the Cardinal not being able to obtain
¢ the leaft Anfwer, with the greateft Refigna-
¢ tion fubmitted to fo irregular and ftrange 2
¢ Proceeding. Some Months after Cardinal Ac-
¢ quaviva, by a Letter he wrote to -Cardinal
¢ Gudice, notified to him King Philip’s Order,
“ to take down the Arms of Spaix from his Pa-
¢lace Gate; to which the Cardinal an{wer’d,
¢ that he would reprefent to the King himfelf
¢ his Sentiments on that Affair; but Acquaviva,
“ not being fatisfied with that Anfwer, return’d
‘a_very infolent Letter, to which Cardinal
¢ Giudice reply’d in Terms expreffing his Refent-
‘ ment. However, by another Letter to King
- Philip, convey’d to him again thro’ the Hands
¢ of the Duke of Orleans, he renew’d his In-
¢ ftances, to know the Reafon of fo unjuft and
¢ violent an Order; and at the fame time intima-
¢ ted, thata Perfon’s having the Arms of a Crown
“ over his Gate, did not imply that he was a
¢ Minifter to that Prince, but only denoted that
¢ he -was his Subje&; and therefore if his Ma-
¢ jefty petfifted in his Refolution to have the faid
¢ Arms taken down, he protefted that he muft
¢ underftand himfelf to be no longer bound by
¢ any Ties of Vaflalage ; and, confequently, to
¢ be at full Lgberty ; upon which the Marquefs
-* de Grimaldi, by Order of King Philip, notified
"“to the Cardinal, that his Majefty perfifted in
¢ his Refolution to have the Arms taken down,
- and even threatned him with refenting it, in
¢ cafc he continued to difobey. Upon this new
- ¢ Intimation
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¢ Intimation the Cardinal teek the faid Arms
“down, and, in confequence of his Protefta-
¢ tion, claim’d a Liberty of taking other Mea-
¢ fures. Yet, contioning undetermined, and
¢ perfuading himfelf, that after having obey’d,
¢ all further Refentment would ceafe for the fu-
‘ ture, he was inform’d that the Marquefs de
€ Lede had hardly entered Palermo, but he fe-
¢ queftred the Revenues of his Church at Mon-
reale, whereby it appear’d that the faid Sequef-
tration muft have been one of the firft Articles
¢in his Ioftru@ions. The Cardinal therefore
¢ confidering, that at the JunGure when the
¢ Kingdom of Naples was loft, inftead of fob
¢ Jowing the Example of other Cardinals, his
 Countsymen, and keeping the Pofleflion of
¢ his Patrimonial Eftate, and his Ecclefiaftical
¢ Revenues in that Kingdom, he had made a
¢ Sacrifice of both, and adhered to the Intereft
¢ of King Philip. That after having been em~
“ ploy’d in the Service of Spain for feveral Years,
¢ and acquitted himfelf, in the Management of
¢ the moft imaportant Affairs, with-a general Ap-
¢ plaufe, which the late King of Frame, Lewts
¢ X1V, teftified on all Ocecafions, he had met
¢ with the higheft Ingratitude, which was an
“ Efie@ of the blackeft Perfidioufnefs ; and fecing
¢ himfelf purfued with continual Perfecutions at
¢ Rome, he. found himfelf under an indifpenfible
¢ Neceflity to have Recourfe to other Methods,
“to fhelter himfelf againft fuch Perfecutions:
¢ But, in order to proceed upoo the beft Advice,
¢ he reprefented ‘to the Pope the Situation he
© was in, defiring his Council, Dire&ion, amd.
* Prote®ion, refigning his own Will to that of -
-¢ the moft Holy Father, who being highly [?l%
T : : ‘fy
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Letter, that the Cardinal del Giudice did-not’look
upon the Catholick King-as the Author of the
Perfecution he complain’d of ; but the Perfon,
who was commiffion’d to draw up the Anfwer,
difcovering both his want of Temper and Equi-
ty, return'd nd Anfwer to the Complaints. of
that Cardinal, but launch’d out inte Inve&ives
againft certain Tetms of his Eminency’s Mani-
tefto. The Anfwer, however; made a great
Noife at Rome, and the Reader may judge of it
by the following Extract. .

¢ The late Mifdemeanors of - Cardinal de/
¢ Giudice are of fuch a Nature and {o many,
¢ that "his Catholick Majefty gives a fhining
¢ Proof of ‘his ‘great -Clemency; in putting no
¢ other Command upon him, than to take down
¢ the Arms of his Monarchy ; and in only fe-
¢ queftring the Revenues of the Archbifhoprick
¢ of ‘Monreale; for -his Majefty had very powers
¢ ful Precedents, and juft -Reafons to carry it
¢ with more Severity towards the Cardinal, his
€ Subje&t, who has quite violated - the Obe-
¢ dience and Gratitude due to his.Sovereign and
¢ Benefa&or, who only defir'd a. reafonable Sub*
¢ miffion, in an Affair both juft.in itfelf, and in
¢ its Circumftances.” The Power of the Catho-
¢ lick King is known all over the Warld ; and no
¢ Body" is ignorant'-ef - Examples ‘of. other. Car-
¢ dinals that have been feverely treated at Rome
“itfelf, as well as all over fwaly, when any
¢ Princes have thought fit to fatisty their Honour
* atid Vengeance, and the Redforis ‘of his Ca-
fiolick' Majefty wifl -be-no-longer 2, Myfteryi
* after reading the following RefleGions.on the
T I S Nt

Py E 25PN (-



Cardinal ALBERONL 19§

¢ Manifefto, which was composd in Favour of
¢ the Cardinal de/ Gindice.

¢ Such a Manifeftd appears to me like bad

¢ Council in a bad Caufe, for whoever will but
¢ examine .the uncivil Expreflions which' the
¢ Author makes ufe of every now and then, muft
“be oblig'd to own, that he either knows not
‘or has rio Value for the Laws of Honour,
¢ which oblige every one to fpeak with Gravity
¢ and Modefty, who undertakes to tell the Pub-~
‘lick what they knew not before. But this is
¢ infinitely more expe&ed from ah Inferior and a
¢ Subje&, who is put to the hard neceflity of
¢ pleading before the ‘Publick, againft his Supe-
¢rfor and his Sovereign. If this be a Crime,
¢ what fhall we fay of an Author, who fo often
¢ repeats the Terms, Strange Effells of the Malice
€ of falfe Reports ! irvegular and firange Refolutions !
€ unjuft and violent Declarations! the greateft Ingra-
¢ titude work'd up by the malignant Lifluences of
¢ Treachery! Envy and Paffion without a Parallel ?
¢ Expreflions which all relate to the Catholick
¢ King, or his Miniflers, at Madrid and Rome,
¢ whereby his Majefty is grofly affronted over
¢ again; for thofe loofe and ill-natur’d Expref-
¢ fions which are made ufe of againft his Mi-
¢ nifters, cannot fail to refle& upon his Majetty.
¢ Neither has any regard been had to Decency,
‘ nor to Civility, nor, perhaps, to the Truth 1t-
‘felf, in thofe magnify’d Sacrifices, Services and
¢ Approbations, given to the Cardinal’s Condu&,
¢ in whofc Favour there’s fuch 2 mighty Parade,
¢ with the Teftimonies of Lewis XIV, to which
¢ it is added, [ And fince be bas met with the greateft
¢ Ingratitude that Treacber{) could produce;] 1 ﬂl‘all,
- z § in
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¢ in the Sequel, anfwer thofe Expreffions with
¢ the more Solidity, becaufe I propofe to fet all
¢ the Fa&s and Circumftances in their due
¢ Light : Bur before I do this, the Author muft
¢ give me leave to ask him, if his Eminency’s Ser-
¢ vices are to be compared with the Services of
¢ fo thany Heroes, who, ifter having enlarged
¢ and 'defended the Sparih Empire in Europe and
¢ the Indies, have been conftrain’d to fubmit to
¢ the Viciffitudes of Fortune, and to lofe the
¢ Favour of their Sovereign, the Government
‘of Affairs, and the Command of Armies.
¢ Thefe, by the Refignation with which they
¢ have {ubmitted, both in Word and Dzed, have
¢ given publick Proofs that they were perfuaded
¢ nothing could excufe os in withholding our Ser-
¢ vice, much lefs out Obedience and Refpe&
¢ due to our Benéfaor, and to our Soveteign.
¢ Such ‘Conduét as 'this vould, undoubtedly,
“have been very becoming a Cardinal, a Bifhop,
¢ ot Grard Inquifitor, becaufe the Inflitution of
¢ thofe Dignitics, and the Idea which Men ¢om-
¢ monly have of ’em, is to fet Rules and Examples
*of MYoderation and a good Behaviqur to all
¢ other Subjeés. Letthic Author of the Manifefto
¢ tell me then of whom he borrow’d an Account
¢ o aggravated, betwcen the Catholick King
< and the Cardinal de? Ciudice, fuppofing all that
“he fays of Pasriminial and Ecclefiaftical Effates
¢ facrificed for the Kiiig, to whom ke bad duite great
< Services for Jeveral Tears, to be aually troe,
' Bat let us draw ip"an Account on the other
< §ide, over againft this Saxifice, of the Vice-
¢ royalty of Sicily, the Archbithoprick of Mon-
¢ yeale; the Credit -he had at ‘Rowe, while he was
¢ intrafted thére With tic Affaits “of Spain, - the
T © ¢ Office
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“Office of Grand Inquifitor, that of Firft Mi-
“ njfter of all the Spanih Monarchy, the moft
‘ honourable Poft of Governor to the Prince of
¢ Afturias, the Honours and Riches either gran-
“ted or procured for his Nephews; and then -
¢ let us examine whether his pretended Sacrifice
¢ will anfwer the Total of fo much Wealth, fo
¢ many noble Employments, enough to immor-
¢ talize his Name.

¢ But before we go farther, let the Author
¢ tell me, with refpe& to the Approbations and
¢ conftant Encomiums of Lewis g(IV, in Favour
¢ of the Cardinal, whether the Catholick King
 ought to retain the fame Tendernefs for the
¢ Cirdinal as his Majefty’s Iduftrious Grand-
¢ father, rather than exert his own Power, and
¢ imitate cven that great King, who was {o ex-
‘a@ in keeping up the Rights of a Sovereign,
* and the Dignity of a King. In fhorr, without
¢ mentioning many Cardinals, who underwent
¢ the fad Experience of Lewis XIV’s Power, du-
¢ ring the long and remarkable Courfe of his
f Life, did that Monarch’s Efteem for the Car-
¢ dinal de/ Giudice prevent his Refentment againft
* him, when he detain’d him a confiderable Time
¢ at Bayonne, divefted of his Office of Grand
¢ Inquifitor, jnto which he was not re-admitted,
¢ but by the Clemency of his Catholick Majefty,
¢ and the Requeft of the Queen ? '

¢ The Author, after this Preamble, gives a
¢ thort Narratjve of what drew Lewsis XIV’s In-
* dignation upon the Cardinal Inquifitor; and
¢ then proceeds to the firft Caufe ot his Difgrace,
¢ which, fays he, was oppofing the Queen’s Senti-
‘ ment, when fhe pre£’d the Departure of the
¢ Auxiliary Flect for the Levant, which the Car-

- 03 ¢ dinal
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€ dinal was for fending to the Coafts of kaly to
¥ force the Pope to an{wer all the Demands of the
¢ Court of Spair. Then he gives an Account how
f the Cardinal retired, and of hisQuarrel withCar-
¢ dinal Acquavivg at the Cardinal de la Tremouille’s
¢ Houfe on St. Lucig’s Day, which occafion’d the
¢ Order to take down the King’s Arms from the
¢ Gate of his Palace, and of the pretended Dif-
“ obedience of the Cardinal, or rather his Ob-
f ftinacy, which brought upon him the Confifca-
“tion of his Ecclefiaftical Revenues in Sicily.
¢ From .hence the Author takes Ocecafion to
f fhew, that the Cardinal has forc’d the King to
f treat him with fo much Severity. :

Cardinal Alberoni was charg’d, not only at
Rome and Vigrna, with what had pafs’d berween
thofe Courts and that of Madrid; but they be-
gan o talk the fame Language at other Courts.
The Duke of Sauoy talk’d openly, that that
Minifter.had grick’d him ; and complain’d of it
to the Courts of Framce and Englard, imploring
their Affiftance as Guarantees of the Treaty of -
Utrecht, and the A& of Ceffion. He fent the Mar-
quefs of St. Thomas forthwith to the Court of
Vienna, where a Retrogeflion, whijch had been
already fo long negotiated, was finifh'd, and fol-
low’d by the Adhefion of the Court of Turin to
the Quadraple Alliance, in which were inferted
Articles of 2 new Plan of Accommodation be-
tween the Courts of Prenna, Tuiin and Madrid,
whereby the Duke of Sevoy changes his Title of
King of Sicily, into that of King of Sardinia,
which the Mediators promife to put him in Pof-
{eflion af, jn Exchange for Sicily, which he yields
2o the Houfe of Auftria; the Right of Rever-

fien
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fion and Deyalucion, referv’d to the-Crown of
Spair on this Kingdom being transfer'd on tlie
fame Cogditjons to that of Sardinia. = .

- The new King of Sardinia being defirous to
give an Account to the Publick of the Juftice of
his Proceedings, his Minifters publifh’d in France
and Holland, a {ort of Manifeflo, wherein he com-
plains loudly againft the whole Condu& of the
Spanifh Miniftry, who, upon mere Sufpicions and
Probabilities, had form’d a Defign to take an
entire Kingdom from him,. at the fame time that,
the faid Miniftry propos’d Treaties to him of
the ftri@elt Union : And to prove the Faithlefy
nefsof the Minjfter, who in all his Negotiations
had nothing.in View but to dcceive, he concludes
his Manifefto with a Letter written from Ma-
drid by the Seeretary Don Mickel Fernande; Durand,
and by the Cardinal’s Order, dated the 3§th ot
Fuly, and direCed to the Marquels de Vila Ma-
gor, the Spanih Refident at Turin. '

¢ By that time this comes to your Hands, they
¢ will have receiv’d Advice inthe Court where you
¢ are, of the Place where our Fleet has ftop’d, and
! of the Landing they have made in Sicidy, having
¢ taken Pofieflion of the City of Palermo the sth In-
‘ flant ; and the King our Mafter ordersyour Ex-
¢ cellency, that asfoon as you have received this,
¢ you reprefent and affure his Sicilian Majefty,
¢ that the Defign in paffing an Army into that
¢ Ifland, proceeds not from any Defign his Ma-
~ ¢ jefty hasever had, or even thought of failing in his
¢ good Faith, or violating the Treaty of the Cef-
¢ fion of the Kingdom of Sicily ; but that he has
¢ been induc’d to this only by the moral and nor
¢ torious Adurance he has, that a Defign is fon;m’-'

ORI : 04 a
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¢ and Mgafures taken for defpoiling (withgut dhe
¢ lealt Faindation of Reafon or Juftice) his Siei~*
¢ han Majelty, of that Kingdom, ‘in erder to pus:
¢ jt into the Hands of the Archduke, and thereby
€ augment his too great Power, fo prejudicial,’
¢ and fo fatal to Europe, to the Liberty of laly,
¢ and the publick Good. A Proje& fo extraordi-
“ pary, and fo fatal to all Exaope, and the juft'
€and indifpenfible Neceflity which obliges the: -
¢ King aur Mafter to oppofe the aggrandizing -of
¢ his Enemy, knowirg befides, that his -Sicikiam
€ Majefly is not in a Condition to refift the Vio~
¢ lence of the Potentates Mediators, who con-
¢ jun&@ly with the Archduke would defpoil hing
¢ of that Kingdom ; are powerful and incontef-
¢ table Motives which have induc’d his Majefty to
¢ dige& his Arms into Sicily; proteftng at the
¢ fame time, that he has never had the leaft
¢ Intention to give Offence to his Sicilian Ma~
< jelty. . -
g The King isconvinc’d, that the Reality of
¢ thefe Expreflions will perfuade that Severeign
¢ of the folid Reafgns, and the: prefling Motives
¢ that he has had for taking fuch a Refolation §
¢ affuring himfclf, that notwithftanding whav has’
¢ happen'd, if his Siciian Majefty will cukivate 4
¢ good Harmony and Correfpondence with.Spaw, .
¢ there will arife from it fignal and glorieus Ad- -
¢ vantages, and the King our Mafter will always
¢ concur with his Forces and all his Power in fol-
* liciting the Satisfation of his Sicifian Maj:fty,
¢ and in augmenting the Bonds of Amity, lnte-
¢ reft and Kindred, which eftablith, and onght
¢ to preferve the moft perfe& Union between the
¢ two Crowns, and the two Nations. - -
uly 25, &e. ' C
Fuly 25, This
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of ‘the Inhabitants of Flanders and Brabant. ' ‘The
Refident Peffers had labour’d for.féveral Monthss
with the Deputies of Flanders and Brabant, €.
find ont Means of an Accomsbdation. At length:
Conferences were .begun at the Hague between
the Deputies of their High Mightinefles, the:
Marquefs de Prie and the Earl of Cadogan,
which concluded in a Convention, explaining and
corre&ing the Treaty of 4muerp; of the Execu=
tionand Ratification of which his Britannick Ma=
jely was Guarantee. . CL e
*. 'This Obftacle being remov’d, it was heliev’d:
it wou'd be no longer.a DiffiCulty to obtain
the Concurrence of their  High: Mightinefles 4
which was the more defir'd, becaufe it wou’d.
take away the only Refource left- to Cardinak
Miberowéy-and puc him under a :Neceffity to ind
¢line the King his Mafter to Sentiments of Peace:
The Courts of. France, Vienna and London, when
they courted the Union of their High Mightinef~
fes upon this :Occafion, had not fo much in View,
the firengthning &f their Party ageinlt Spaix, as
the weakning of the latter ; becaufe they were
perfuaded, thatif the Republick were to remain
in 2 Neutrality,-the Court of Spaiz would front
thence always find Refources ot the laft Impor+
tance, of which fhe wou'd be depriv’d as foorf
as ever their High Mightinefles fhou'd enter intq
the Alliance. Inthort, while this Aftair was ne+
gotiating at the Hague, there was Advice that the
Port of Amflerdam, and fome other Harbours of
Zealand, were full of Ships bought by the Spawi/h
‘Minilters, and laden with all Sorts of Ammuni~
tion, which Spair cou’d get in Holland while fhe
had Money, and the Republick continn’d neuter.
*Twas for this Reafon that the Cardinal to?k
ats . . o
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fo much at Heart this Neutrality, which the
Marquefs de Beretti Landi never ceas d to defire of)
and torecommend 'to their High Mightinefles by
the moft cogent Reafons poffible, which are for
the ‘moft parr contained in the following Letter
that Cardinal Alberoni wrote to him on the 24th
of October. Ce

Si1r,

e T HE King receives pofitive Advices from
‘. different Parts (tho’ he does not believe
¢ it however) of the Defign which this Repub-
¢ lick has to enter into the fame Meafures and
f Engagements which the other Powers have
‘ contraGed. His Majefty, who has always
¢ look’d upon Meflieurs the States-General to-be
¢ difinterefted, and that their Condu& was ac=
¢ companied with Maxims pacifick and full of
¢ Juftice, did believe, that in confequence of
¢ {uch a laudable . Proceeding, they would keep
¢ themfelves impartial, and that they would look
* on the Alliance, to which they are follicited,
¢ with an Averfion, which a Proje& fo pernici-
f ous, fo fatal, and fo contrary to the Publick
¢ Good, ought to infpire. The true Interefts of
¢ the United Provinces confift (and who does
f not know it) to maintain themfelves in a Statc
¢ of Neutrality, becaufe, by this means, they
¢ will draw upon themfelves a general Applaufe
¢ during the prefent Syftem, and a Conjuné&ure
¢ {o critical.
¢ The Princes themfelves engag’d in the War,
¢ reputing this Republick as the Arbiter and the
¢ only Refource for recongiling their Minds, and
¢ re-cltablithing the Tranquility, will preflingly
¢ folicit
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€ folicit its Friendthip, and in this manner, Mef-
® ficurs, the States will make the nobleft Figure
- * which they can wifh for jn this World, ob~
f taining, by their Indifference and Impartiality,
¢ confiderable Advantages for their Commerce,
¢ which the other NatiQns have loft by their falfe
¢ Condu&. _ ,
¢ All Ezrope knows the Ends and Intentions
¢ of the Powers who have form’d the Proje&,
¢ and of thofe who adhere to it ; but it would
¢ be too precipitant a Step, -and an incompre--
¢ henfible Blindnefs, which would fubje@ the
¢ Republick, if one may forge the Term, to an
¢ intolerable Servitude, and render it in the Eyes
¢ of the reft of Eurepe a Slave to the Paflions of
¢ another, if by acceding to this fame Proje&
¢ fhe will contribute to the Aggrandizement of
¢ the too great Power of the Archduke, which
-€in time will become extremely fatal to the
* Rights and Liberties of the People.
¢ His Majefty h3s heard with Pleafure, the
¢ Advice which your Excellency fent him, that
¢ the Republick had nam’d a Minifter to refide
¢ in his Court, with the Chara&er of Ambafla-
¢ dor, and will attribute this Nomination to the
¢ Effect of the Sage Refolutions which Meffieurs
¢ the States General are accuftom’d to take, fo
¢ much the more, that by the Arrival of their
¢ Embaflador, the Amity and good Corrcfpon~
¢ dence betwixt the King our Mafter and the
¢ United Provinces is augmented, and an Over»
¢ ture given to fome Treaty of Accommodation
¢ betwixt the Difcontented Princes, crowning
¢ by Confequence this Republick with the infal-
¢ lible Glory of having given Peace to Europe,
T : - ‘avoiding:

-
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to thwart the Negotiations of the Earl of Ca~
dogan' C ’
‘While all thefe Negotiations and Intrigues
were carrying on at the Courts of. Madrid, Lon-
don, Turin and the Hague, a great Confpiracy
was form'd in France. This Kingdom: has been
us’d to extraordinary Revolutions under the Mi-
nority of their Kings. The Man, who durft
not prefume to expe& the meaneft Employ du-
ring the Reign of a King who is of Age, com-
monly thinks that under a Regency he is ex-
pos’d to the greateft Injuftice, if he is not ad-
vanc’d to the moft confiderable Pofts; and'if
thofe, who have Favours and Benefits to beltow,
do not cenfer them upon himfelf with a Liberal
Hand. This has been the Source of I know not
how many Difgults, which only wanted an Oc-
cafion to break out. Thofe, wlio had the Mif-
fortune to be under thefe unhappy Circumftan-
ces, thoughr they could never find a more fa-
vourable Opportunity than that of the War a-

ainft Spain ; the rather, becaufe an AffeGion
?or a Prince of the Blood of France might ferve
for a Cloak to cover all their falfe and criminal
Proceedings ; and a certain Fatality, owing to
the Corruption of the Heart of Man, makes
\Vice and Guilt often unite Men, with whom
the ftriGelt Virtue could fcarce ever get an Ac-
quaintance.  Thus the Malecontents confede-
rated infenfibly; and eafily found Accomplices
in the middle of the Court itfelf. Their Aim
was to change the Government.  Their Proje&s
‘were regulated. ‘The Bufinefs was no lefs than
.to change the Regency, by taking it away from
a Prince to whom all Voices had given it, to
transfer it .to_another, they fcarce themfelves
o | ' kae v
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is {b fond of being carefs’d. The other, which
they took Care to difperfc over all the: King-
dom of Frame, was dated from Prado the 2gth
of December, 1718. The Cardinal Minifter
makes the King to deliver himfelf in it in Terms
the mott capable’to encourage the DifaficGed,
and to excit¢ them to a8 Revolt. -

Thus the Cardinal by little and lirtle made
the Difpofitions he thought neceflary before the .
fpringing of the Mines; thus he contrivid how
the Proje&s -of  the Confederates fthould be exes
cated : But on the very InRafit he was ready
to fet Fite to the Train, they were happily
countermin’d after the moflt inconceivable Man-
ner. The Prince de Cellamare, who intrufted his
Secretaries with nothing at all relating to this
Affair, wrote with his own Hand the Difpatches
he fent to the Cardinal, Either becaufe he had
not Time, ot by I know not what happy Fata-
lity, or for Reafons that perhaps may one Day
be penetrated into, the Motives of which may
be found already explain’d in a foregoing Sheet of
this Hiftory : That Embaflador wrote without
a Cypher the laft Lettets that prefs’d the Exo-
cution of the Defign, and enclos’d the black
Lift of the Heads of the Confpiracy.” And as
if it were not enough that the Plot ‘was dif-
cover'd without {acrificing the Confpirators, the
Difcovery of whofe Defign without doabt made
them refle®@ upon themfelves; both Declara~
tions were committed to the fame Exprefs, the
Abbot Porto-Carrero, Néphew to the famous
Cardinal of that Name, a Perfon of Honour
who might be confided in, but too rematrkable
for being the Bearer of fuch Difpatches, efpe-
cially in a Conjantture whea evety one mg::






210 T he Hiftory of

complain’d only of the Cardinal, whom he look’d:
upon as the Author of all thofe Contrivan-
ces, on the Succefs of which his Eminency
grounded that of his other Proje&s againft Zaly,
and even againft England.

While the Spari/p Embaflador was treated in
France with all the Refpe& imaginable; the
Cardinal, who was as yet ignorant of what had
pafs'd there, carry’d it quite othetwife to the
French Embaflador at Madrid. His Catholick
Majefty being feiz’d again with a kind of Dro
{y that threaten’d his Life, had (as ’tis faicﬁ
made his Will, in which he left the Regency te
the Queen, jointly with the Cardinal. The
Duke de St. Aignan, Embaflador of France, having
Intelligence of it, declar’d his Sentiments on that
Point, with a Freedom becoming his Chara&er ;
but this gave Diftafte to the Cardinal, who.
caus’d an Order to be notified to him from the
King, to depart Madrid in twenty four Hours ;
and, without giving him Time to obey, fent an
 Exempt of the Life-Guard next Morning, who
conftrain’d the Minifter and his Dutchefs to rife
and depart immediately, without allowing them
Time to fettle their Affairs: And fince he
thought no Body would approve fuch an AG
of Violence, for which no Reafon was given,
he forthwith difpatch’d an Exprefs to the Prince
de Cellamare, to whom he gave Advice of what

had lately pafs’d in thefe Terms.

¢ What Advice foever arrives about the Pro-~

¢ ceedings with refpe& to the Duke of S Aig-
¢ nan, that ought not in any wife to be taken
€ as a Precedent to treat your Excellency after
¢ the fame Manner : It was neceflary to proceed
- ¢ thus
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In fine, the Courts of Frame and England
being convindd by the violent Proceedings of
the Cardinal, that his Eminency was refolv’d to -
influence his Catholick Majefty to pufh Matters
to extremity, declar’d War againft Spain ; which
was done at Paris and at London with the ufual
Formalities, after Manifeftoes were publith’d,
expofing to the View of all Europe the Injuries
thofe Crowns had receiv’d from the Spanih Mi-
niftry, upon whom they laid the blame of all
the Mifchiefs that were like to be occafion’d by
this new War.

It was thought at firft, that thefe laft Pro-
ceedings of two powerful Monarchies, that
were able to attack Spair both by Sea and Land,
would bring the Cardinal to Reafon : But
far from that, being more haughty and more
obftinate than ever as to his Principles, "and in
continuing his Proje&s, it was diigovcr’d that
he made new Alliances in feveral Courts, which
bad conceiv’d great Umbrage againft that of
England, and were feemingly difpos’d to lay hold
of the firt Opportunity to thew their Refent-
ment : But an unexpe&ed Death defeated the
Blow in Part, anf reduc’d the Cardinal to a
Neceflity of having recourfe to other Means, the
“Execution of which all Exrope waits for with as
much Impatience, as the projecting of them has
occafion’d Surprize. ‘

Tho’ the Author of this Hiftory has given a
pretey large Accoimt of the Circumftances of the
Cardinal del Giudice’s Difgrace, yet I thought'it
would not be difagreeable to the Readers, if ‘I
fhould here give them his Eminency’s Manifeffo,
with the Anfwer of the Spanifh Minifters, as they
were publifh’d at Rome, '

4 Bn-_
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¢ Prince; which tho’ it was deliver’d according-
‘ly, yet the Cardinal not being able to obtain
¢ the leaft Anfwer, with the greateft Refigna-
* tion fubmitted to fo irregular and firange a
¢ Proceeding. .Some Months after Cardinal 4c-
¢ quaviva, by a Letter he wrote to Cardinal
¢ Giudice, notified to him King Philip’s Order,
‘ to take down the Arms of Spain from his Pa-
“lace Gate; to which the Cardinal anfwer’d,
‘ that he would reprefent to the King himfelf
¢ his Sentiments on that Affair; but Acquaviva,
¢ not being fatisfied with that Anfwer, return’d
“a very infolent Letter, to which Cardinal
¢ Giudice reply’d in Terms expreffing his Refent-
* ment. However, by another Letter to King
¢ Philip, convey’d to him again thro’ the Hands
“ of the Duke of Orleans, he renew’d his In-
¢ ftances, to know the Reafon of fo unjuft and
¢ violent an Order ; and at the fame time intima-
¢ ted, that a Perfon’s having the Arms of 2 Crown
“over his Gate, did not imply that he was a
¢ Minifter to that Prince, but only denoted that
“ he was his Subje&®; and therefore if his Ma-
¢ jefty perfifted in his Refolution to have the faid
¢ Arms taken down, he protefted that he muft
¢ underftand himfelf to be no longer bound by
¢ any Ties of Vaflalage; and, confequently, to
¢ be at full Liberty ; upon which the Marquefs
¢ de Grimaldi, by Order of King Philip, notified
¢ to the Cardinal, that his Majefty perfifted in
* his Refolution to have the Arms taken down,
¢ and even threatned him with refenting it, in
¢ cafe he continued to difobey. Upon this new
¢ Intimation the Cardinal took the faid Arms
*down, and, in confequence of his Protefta-
¥ tion, claim’d a Liberty of taking other f.vfca-
' ' - ¢ fures.
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* the Confideration of his being a-NeapolisanCar-
* dinal ought to prevail ; and that confequently
“ he ought to put himfelf under the Imperial
* Dominien, on fuch Terms as other Cardinals
‘ had done, who were Natives of that King-
‘ dom ; his Holinefs charging himfelf with fet-
f tling the Manner of it with the Emperor, by
¢ the Means of his Embaflador. This Interpo-
* fition had fuch Effe&, that very favourable
¢ Apfwers came from his Imperial Majefty, ex-
¢ prefling his Satisfa&ion and high Efteem for the
¢ Cardinal ; in Confequence of which, and with
f the Permiffion of his Holinefs, the Cardinal
¢ caus’d the Emperor’s Arms to be placed over
.: the Gate of his Palace, in the fame manner
fas:

‘M

¢ teft

f Mi

¢ bee

f wil

¢ cee

f cun

f of

¢ fior

4 utt
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which oblige every one to fpeak with Gravity
and Modefty, who undertakes to tell the Pub-
lick what they knew not before. But this is
infinitely more expe&ed from an Inferior and a.-
Subje®, who is put to the hard Neceffity of
pleading before the Publick, againft his Supe-
rior and his Sovereign. If this be a Crime,
what fhall we fay of an Author, who {o often
repeats the Terms, Strange Effséls of the Malice
of falfe Reports! irregular and firange Refolutions !
unjuft and violent Declarations! the greateft Ingra-
titude work’d up by the malignant Influences of
Treachery! Envy and Paffion without a Parallel ?
Expreflions which all relate to the Catholick
King, or to his Minifters, at Madrid and Rome,
* whereby his Majefty is grofly affronted over
again; for thofe loofe and ill-natur’d Expref- -
fions which are made ufe of againft his Mi-~
nifters, cannot fail to refle& upon his Majefty.
Neither has any regard been had to Decency,
nor to Civility, nor, perhaps, to the Truth it-
felf, in thofe magnify’d Sacrifices, Services and
Approbations, given to the Cardinal’s Condu&,
‘in whofe Favour there’s fuch a mighty Parade,
with the Teftimonies of Zewis XIV, to which
it is added, [And fince he bas met with the greateff
Ingratitude that Treackery could produce;) I fhall,
“in the Sequel, anfwer thofe Expreflions with
the more Solidity, becaufe I propofe to fet all
the Fa&s and Circumftances in their due
Light: But before I do this, the Author muft
give me leave to ask him, if his Eminency’s Ser-
vices are to be compared with the Services of
fo many Heroes, who, after having enlarged
and defended the Spanifh Empire in Eurpe a?d
- the
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many noble Employments, enough to immop-
talize his Name.

Every ong knows how the Cardinal behav'd
in his Journey from Framce, and how he ftill
prefumd to exercife the Fun&ions of Grand In-
quifitor, publithing a Decree dated from Marly
itfelf, the Place which the moft Chriftian King
took moft delight in, wherein he attack’d the
Writings of a famous French Author, the
King’s Advocate in Parliament. This was the
immediate Caufe of his Difgrace, for Lewis
X1V being incens’d at it demanded Satisfa&ion,
and would have the Cardinal punifh’d, which
oblig’d his Catholick Majefty to difplay all his
Refentment againft him at once, by depriving
him of the Poft of Grand Inquifitor, which he
again reftor'd to him by an A& of Favour not tp
be paralle’d. But he could not recover either
Lewis XIVth’s Good Will or the Efteem of the
‘French Nation ; fo that the Author of the Ma-
nifefto had better kept filence on the Article of
the French King’s Encomiums and Approbation,
and fhould have confefs’d on the other hand,
that King Philip knows how to imitate the Re-
folution of his Illuftrious Grandfather, when he
finds. it neceflary to preferve the Right of his
Royal Dignity ; that as his Majefty knows how
to. reward the Merit of hi Subje&s, fo he
knows how to withdraw his Favour, when a
Subje& prefumes upon the Score of his Services
to fet up for an Independency.

But fince I am accidentally fallen upon this
Article, I cannot forbear obferving the Great
Goodnefs of his Catholick Majefty. This Prince
ttuly did not think it enongh to ;c—c{tabliﬂncthg

. ar
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Spain; in 2 Word, of the Cardinal de/ Giudice,
who boafts fo much of his Services to the Holy
See. This Advice of the Cardinal, which the
King himfelf did not approve, extremely pro-
vok’d the Queen, whofe Piety promoted her in=
ftantly to folicit thofe Succours, of which Corfu
was in fo great need. This, added to fome other
Motives, oblig’d the Catholick King to remove
the Cardinal de} Giudice from the Tuition of the
Prince, by a Letter; wherein his Majefty,
amongft other things, faid, ¢ That the Office of
¢ Grand Inquifitor requir’d all the Application
¢ poffible of him who was invefted with it;
¢ and that it could not be granted to him at the
¢ fame time that he was diverted by the Poft of
¢ Governor to the Prince’ On this Occafion
his Majefty gave Proofs of his Juftice, in lea-
ving to the Cardinal the Office of Grand In«
quifitor ; of Equity, in giving him the Praifes
due to his Merit and Services ; and of Wifdomy
in committing the Government of the Prince
into the Hands of the Duke of Popoli.

The faid Letter being carried to the Cardinal
about Midnight, he anfwer’d it next Morning,
in thefe Terms: ¢ By a Letter this Night, your
¢ Lordfhip has done me the Honour to declare to
- me the Mind of his Majelty, who, confidering
¢ thar the Office of Grand Inquifitor demands
¢ all the Artention poffible of him who is in-
¢ vefted therewith; and that one and the fame
¢ Perfon cannot find Leifure for the Educs-
¢ tion of the Prince, has refolv'd to difcharge
‘ me of the latter Employ, by committing the
¢ Care of his Highnefs’s Education to another
¢ Perfon. Upon fight of this Refolution, I muft
£ intreat your- Lordfhip to reprefent to his Ma~

i ¢ jelty,
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¢ yout Eminency’ manifefts, of retiring to the
¢ Church, -for an End fo important as that
¢ which your Eminency declares in your Letter,
¢ he permits your Eminency (as you defire) to -
¢ intreat his Holinefs to difcharge you from the
€ Office of Inquifitor General. - Moreover,
¢ Orders fhall be given to Cardinal Acquaviva
“not to oppofe the faid Renunciation, but ra-
¢ ther to fortify it, if neceflary, by the King’s
¢ Confent, to the end that your Eminency may
¢ obtain Retirement to your Church, according
¢ to your Requeft, to enable you the better to
¢ prepare for Eternity. ' :

As foon as the Renunciation was admitted,
the Cardinal lefc Spain, and ferioufly began his
Voyage to- Eternity, in fuch a manner, that
whoever has a Defign to undertake a.Journey fo
difficult, need only tread in his Eminency’s
Steps, and ‘give himfelf up to Occupations as
agreeable to his, which are not unknown to
you, who are curious to know every thing that
pafles at Rome, and who inform yourfelf of the
(C}enius’s-of the brighteft and beft Men in that

ity.

}(s foon as he-arriv’d at Rome, he receivid a
Vifit from Cardinal Acquaviva, to whom he
did not fail to return it, aftet which he receiv’d
the fame Civilities from all the Spaniards, which
confutes a palpable Lie of the Author of the
Manifefto, who fays, that as foon as be arviv'd at
Rome, Cardimal Acquaviva fignify'd to all the Sub-
jefls of the Crown of Spain, by the King’s Order,
that they muft look upon the Cardinal del Gindice
as falen from his Majefty's Favour. Can a more -
odious Fdlfthood be advanc’d? fince thofe two:

e Cardinals






226" - The Hiftory of
been prefent at the Promotion ; and there were
fome, who thought, that after he had' commu-
nicated his Reafons to his Holinefs in private,
he might have been prefent in the Confifbory ;°
but that he thould have conce¢al’d his Sentiments,
preterded to be on the King’s Side, and aot
have voted againft the Promotion: Beth the:
one and the-other brought Examples of -other.
famous Promotions, and all agreed in blaming:
the Cardinal e/ Giudice's Condu&, as what did
not become a neutral Cardinal ;. and,: by:.confe~
quence, much lefs one whé was a Subje&; for
the Dignity of the Purple does not exempt 2
Man from the Laws of Obedience ; and tho’
he be a free Perfon in a' Confiftory, he is never-
thelefs a Subje@. > P s .
Altho’ his Majefty was inform’d of -the Una-
nimity with which the Cardinals Condu& was
blam’d, he was not- a whit more enrag'd, and
did not follow the Example of Lewis.the:Great,
who feverely punifh’d a Cardinal that was his
Subje&, only for having “given the Pope.fecret
Inftructions oppofite to his Defigns ; but his Ca-
tholick Majefty, confidering that the Pope, and
the facred College, were equally coffended, con~
tented himfelf with ordering his Minifters,- and
the Subje&s of his Crown, who were at Rome,
to have no Commerce, in any Manner or.Place
whatfoever, with the Cardinal 4/ Giudice ; and
ftill let him have thc Honour to keep his Ma-
jefty’s Arms, and to enjoy the Revenues which
belong’d to him in the Countries fubje& to
S]hli;‘l. : ’ T
Is there any thing more Great and Generous
than this Moderation; efpecially, confidering
that his Revenues were preferv’d, and his
e Nephews
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Nephews honour’d with Eniployments? His
Majeity diftinguifh’d that the Cardinal’s Offéncé
was Perfonal ; and that the univerfal Blanie ke
lay under for it, was Puniftiment enough. .Tn
fhort,. every RBody. difapprov’d the Cardinal’d
Proceedings, the more becaufe he had infulted
even the Confiftory ; and his Majeflty being fatif~
fied with the Prince de Cellamare’s Letter, whicl
alone was fufficient to difcover all the Shame
of his Uncle’s Condu&, would not concur it
the Chaftifement which the Publick infliGted
with Severity enough. T oo d
This was the State of Things, when the Mis
nifter of France, according to Cyftom, kept the
Feftival of St. Lucia, which is’ celebrated by
Divine Service firft, and then-a noble Repaft.
Ever fitice thie the Crown of Spain came to the’
Houfe of Bourbou, the Minifters and Subje&s of
Spain had been invited to this Solemnity; the
Cardinal de! Giudice had a Mind to be prefent,
but Cardinal Acquaviva oppos’d it for this time;
faying,. that neither he nor the Spaniards cou’d
affit in the Solemnity, if the Cardinal de/ Gudice
fhould be there, confidering ‘the King’s Prohi«
bition; fo that tho’ the Cardinat del Grudice pre+
tended he ought to be confiderd as a Spaniard,
Jfince be had alfo the Arms of thar Monarchy over the
Gate of bis Palace ; yet the Cardinal dcquaviva
was fo fenfible of the contrary, that the Cardi-
nal de/ Giudice kept away both from the Mafs

and the Feaft. o '
The King was quickly inform’d of this Dif-
ute, which was the true Reafon that made his
%Iajcﬁy refolve to command the Cardinal de/
Giudice to take down the Arms of the Mo-
narchy ; for he could not fuffer his Eminency,
Qs afeer
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after having been guilty of fuch an Offencé; to
enjoy the Protetion and Honours, which ate

nly granted by the Court, to fhew its Efteem
?or the Subjeé&s. ‘

. Did he, however, obey this Order without
Delay? Did he, by his Obedience, open a
Door for the King’s Clemency and Goodnefs?
Did he refle& that the Royal Dignity common-
ly requires, for preferving the Refpe& due to it,
that a flight Punifhment fthould go before Cle-
mency and Pardon? No; he did nothing of all
this; but, on the contraty, gave himfelf the
Airs, one while, of 2 Subje&, in refolving to
keep up the Arms of the Monarchy ; anothet
while of an indifferent Perfon, in contemning
the King’s Orders; but fuch Shams as thefe
were fo far from {upprefling, that they inflam’d
the King’s Wrath the more. I: appeal for this
to the Letter he wrote to Cardinal Acquaviva,
wherein he demands his Affiftance for keeping
“up the Arms; a Letter ftuff’d avith Pride, Arro-
gance and vain Conceit, affrontig the King in
the Perfon of his Minifter; and wounding, thro’
the Minifter’s Sides, a Perfon of Honour, equal
to him-in Dignity, fuperior in Blood, and ftifl
greater by his Miniftry.

What was the Confequence ? He was forc’d
to take down the Arms: He had the Shame of
Punithment without the Merit of Obedience,
which he could never expe& from his new way
of Dependance ; and a Sort of Subje&ion and
Obedience, which no body ever pra&is'd. And
with the Shame of taking down the Arms of
the Monarchy he underwent the Lofs of the Re-
venues of the Archbithoprick of Moureale. "

This
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.. Who would have thought, that the Cardinal
culd be fo rath as to write fuch a Letter,
and that the Author of a Manifefto could com-
mit the grofs Fault to quote it ? For without
{peaking of the Delay and indire& way of com-
municating this Letter, who does not fee, that
the Letter alone renders the Cardinal Guilty,
tho’ he had not been fo before ? A Subje& to
write, that be will be exempt from all Subjection !
A Sabje& to {ay, that be will enjoy full and perfect
Liberty ! ’Tis unneceflary to add RefleGtions to
fuch Expreflions as the Author of ‘the Manifefto
does not fail to interpret, by adding, after this
baft Infinuation be cans'd the Arms of Spain to be ta~
kex down’; but declay’d agreeably to 2he faid Protefta~
tion, that be judgd himfelf at full Liberty. to take
Juch Meafures as he-tboughs fir. L

~ Therefort the Sentence of the Deprivation of
the Rents, which came not ’till. after the Arms
were taken down, was pafs’d by the Cardinal
del Giudice himfelf ;- for the Pofleflion of Revenues
in Sicily, and of the Grants and Favours of the
King, ‘was incompatible with fo- much Obfti-
nacy, Contempt,, and. wavering Loyalty, the
Conlequence of. which was a {peedy Determi-
nation ; but in whofe Favour? In Favour of the
" Enemy of his Cathelick Majefty, ;to. whofe Max-~
ims and fecret Pefigns, to whofe moft intimate
Councils, and maft important Affairs the Cardi-
nal was no Strangér.. ,

Therefore the Author of the Manifefto la-
bours in vain to excufe fuch Condu&, by faying,
that the Cardinal was again upon the Foot of a
Neapolitai Cardinal ; jtupay happen indeed, tl]:at

: : when
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when a State {ubmits to the Fortune of War, it
may .neither be criminal nor bafe in a Subje& to
embrace: the. Conqueror’s Party, tho’ his Con-
du&,- if it be excufable,. is never the more com-
mendable ; but it can. never be allowable fer
a Subge&-to break off his Attachments to his
former Mafter, and pafs over to the Enemy’s
Side, -for the Sake only of -following of his
Lountry’s: Fortune ;' efpecially when the faid
Subject Has obtain’d the Riches, Employs, and
‘Honours of it, and had been admitted into its
greatelt Trufts, ' :
- "The Author .being .aware how difficult it
~would be to excufe this A&ion fays;  That the
¢ Cardinal; - to candu@. himfelf with the -mare
* Safetyys laid the State pf -his Cafe before the
SSovereign Pontiff, befeeching his Advice, Di-
¥ reQion and Prote@ion, gud fubmitting his own
¢ Williat the Feet'of .his Holinefs. . .
- +“ The Pope ‘was pleas’d to fee the Cardinal’s
-¢ Refignation, and decided, that his Eminency,
“ being at prefent, free: from all Engagemengs
¢ contratted with Spain, he ought as a Neapo-
- litan:Cardinal to fubmit'to the Imperial Go-
- € yerhrient, in-the fanie. Terms and Circumftan-
*4 ces -as the other Cardinals of the. fame King-
¢ doin, ind-his- Halinefs undertook to adjuft the
¢ manner of doing it with the Emperor’s Em-
-fbafladoks.'t - .- .o - s
""':J - ' o I las s f’
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This Narrative is falfe. ’Tis true indeed,
that the Catdinal de/ Giudice beg’d the Holy Fa~
ther to abfolve him of his Qaths of Fidelity,
which he had fo often taken to his Catholick
M. jefty, and that the Pope was fo indnigent as
to grant him the faid Abfolution : I own more-
‘over, that the Partifans of the Houfe of Axftria
gave out both in their Writings and Difcourfes,
that the Pope’s Mediation had mollify’d the
Refolution with which they had always rejected
the Cardinal del Giudice ; but this is only told to
raife new Troubles between the Pope and his
Catholick Majefty, efpecially now that the lac-
ter is endeavouring to fet all Laly free. . But ’tis
falfe to fay, that his Holinefs had a Hand in the
Cardinal’s changing Sides, .which was a Pro-
¢eeding that could not-be Glorious either in a
Cardinal, or a Mediator ; the rather, becaufe
the Intereft of the Church requires, - that the
Pope fhould connive -at, rather than engage the
Cardinals to follow this, or the other Party.
And as a Prince,- would he conntenance Re-
venge, prote& Infidelity, affift one of the two
Parties, and provoke the Catholick King ? There-
fore every body may eafily fee the Falthood of
this Paflage, “as it is reported in the Mani-
feto. -~ - T e

The Force of Arguments, the Rules of Ho-
nour are all againft him ; f{o that he gets little
by enumerating the good Offices, Applaufe, and
Mediation of the Pope, the San@uary of the
Auftrians, nor by his boafted Credit with the

- Dhke of Orleans, begcaitfe of his good Offices ;
for all thefe Arguments, which the Author }?f
T4 4 eua + sois Y . B * the
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CONSIDERATIONS

- ON THE

PRESENT STATE

Spanyfb Monarchy.

T cannot be deny’d, that the Spani/p

Monarchy makes quifg another Fi-

ure at this Day, ‘than it has done

or fome Years. paft undey.the Go-

vernment of its lat Kipds. We

fhall not go fo far back as the Reigtis of Charles
V. and P#ilip I1. when this Méparchy was fo
profperous and powerful as te be formidable to
the whole World, and when Rivers of Blood
were fhed either out of Ambition to raife it ftill
higher, or elfe out of Envy to difmember it
and bring it down to a Level with a petty State.

The Kings Philip Il and IV. had the Regret
and
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and Mortification to fee its Dominions difmem-
ber’d and alienated : Bat notwithftanding ‘this
great Decay of the Monar¢hy, and when whole
Provinces were torn off from the  main Body;
the Pyvenean Treaty may be faid to have eftas
blifh’d King Philip IV. on fuch a fure Footingy
that what remain’d to him of this vaft Monarchy.
might havé continued inhis Pofleffion, if he had
. had the Wit, or taken due Care, to have kept it.

Bur unhappily for himfelf and the Monarchy
Philip had his Heart fet upon Trifles, and mind-
ed nothing but his Miftrefles, leaving the Care
of every thing to Favourites, who had no other
Abilities, but a Prefumption on their own Ca-
pacities ; nor no Fortitude, but fuch a ftupid, in~
dolent Patience under all the Lofles which the
Monarchy fuftain’d, as made ’em count them
Nothing. Esnuda? What does that fignify ?
faid they to the King, when they were forc’d
to let him know the Lofs of the moft confidera+
ble Places ; What’s that to the Wotlds in yout
Majefty’s Pofleffion ? *Twas another Misfortune
to the Spani/h Monarchy to have a young King
at their Head, the moft impatient of all Princes
to aggfandize himfelf, and form’d to that Am-
bition by the Cardinal Mazarine, his Chief Mi-
nifter and Governor ; who, to continue himfelf
in the high Station and Favour wherein Fortuné
had plac’d him, artfully turn’d his Pupil’s Mind
to Arms, that he might have him all to himf{¢lf,
and take him off from the Careffcs of the Faie
Sex, and from his Fondnefs for Amufements.
The Pleafuresof a Life of Leifure thut his Eyes
againft the Glory of Conquefts, which is thé
Prize of Heroes Toils and Ambition ; and Car-
R . dinal
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Sentences that iflued from Tribunals, which
King Lewis had ereGed at Home, where his
own Subje&@s adjudg’d certain Places and Do-
mains to him, which they faid belong’d to him-
by antient and modern Titles. This way of
paffing Sentence upon Property and Rights,
claim’d by the Crown of Frauce, had already
been put in Praice, after the Treaties of Aix
la Chapelle and Nimeguen, when juft as thofe fa-
vourable Judges gave their QOpinion, fuch and
fuch Towns or Diftris, in which what they
sleas’d was comprehended, were pronounc’d to
be Dependencies of the Places yielded by thofe
“Tréaties, in purfuance of which, Frame put
herfelf in pofleffion of ’em, protefting, at the
fame time, that fhe did not mean a War, but
only a pun&ual Execution of the Trearies.
" By this Means the Spanifh Monarchy fell to
Decay, till being worn away by thefe Artifices
and Loffes, it funk all at once, if not into the
the Hands of Framce, at lealt, into thofe of
a Fremch Prince, which did not. diminith the
Fear of feeing the two Crowns united on one
and the fame Head. The Dominions which
border mediately, or immediarely upon Fraice,
being concern’d in this Fall, which entirely de-
firoy’d the Ballance between the two Powers,
under whofe Shadow all the other Dominions -
enjoy’d fome fort of Repofe ; the laft War was
‘begun and carried on to reftore that Equilibri-
um; it ended, indeed, without producing that
Effe&, which all the Confederates feem’d to deg-
fire with fo much Earnefinefs ; but, in Exchange
it produc’d a Ceffation of Arms betwixt the
two grand and principal Competitors, which
way
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was to laft till the main Quarrel about the Suc+
ceffion to Spain could be amicably compos’d.
~The Maritime Powers undertook the Guaran-
ty of this Armiftice, and made it their partis
cular Care to maintain the Neutrality of the
Dominions in kaly; where asa War might be

carried on with moft Eafe; fo it was m
probable it would break: out again. As Englanj
was the Caufe that the laft War was finifh’d
without obtaining the End for which it was be-
gun, the moft ferene Ele&or, George of Hanover,
by whofe Suceffion to that powerful Kingdom
Affairs were entirely chang’d there, took extra~
ordinary Pains. to. procure by. Negotiations
what could not be done by Arms. For this End
he propos’d to the Regent of Framce, and to.the
States General of the United Provinces, to en~
ter - into a reciprocal Alliance, with a View to
ofter their Mediation to the Parties concern’d,
wiz. the Emperor- Charles VI, and King Philip
V. In the firft Place, he labour’d with the Em-
peror to difpofe him to give up his Pretenfions
- to Spain; and offer’d him the neceffary Affiftance
to defend what part of the Spanib Monarchy he
was poflefs’d of, in cafe that his Catholick Ma-
jelty fhould not acquiefce in the Peace that was
to be propos’d to him on that Condition. King
Philip, or rather his Minifter, refufing to enter
into any Means of an Accommodation; and
having, in 1717, taken Sardinia by Force; and
attacking next Year Sicily, at a Time when the
-+ Spaniards gave out, and the World believ’d, they
would attack the Kingdom of Naples, the King
of Great Britain fent a Squadron into the Medi-
terranean, which made a Beginning, by the ?c-
cat
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lick, thae ’tis the Prerogative of every Man li-
ving. Indeed, Prognofticks are, in fome Cafes;
prohibited, becaufe they commonly advance
Things that are uncertain, and fometimes dan-
gerous to the Prognofticator, when he exceeds
the Bounds of a refpe&ful and impartial Speeus
lation.

. What has happen’d hitherto in Spain, fince
King Philip’s Acceflion to the Throne, has dif*
cover'd two Qualities in that Prince, which feem
incompatible. We have feen him both in fialy

_and Spass at the Head of Armies, which is a
Mark of his Courage and Bravery. For if he
had car’d to behold Danger only at a Diftancey
he had Reafons fufficient to keep out of Harms
way ; and the firft and moft prefling of all was;
the not expofing a Life on which depended the
Safety of Spam, and whofe Eftablithment upon
the Throne was the fole Aim of the many
publick and private Ways made ufe of, and the
great Expences incur’d. ’Tis sare to fec a
Prince animated with fuch a lively martiat
Spirit abandon the Government of his Domi-~
nions to another, without taking Cognizance,
atleaft, of Affairs which are of the laft Impor-
tance, or make Alterations only to pleafe hig
Counfellors, without examining whether the
Novelty will be advantagious and ufeful, efpe- .
cially if thofe Counfellors are not thought very
fit or able to give Advice. The Publick knows
how much the Government has been vary’d for
a long Time; not only with refpe& to the Fi-
narices, which, together with the Minifters, were
chang’d, at leaft, every Year, but with refpe&
to the Generals, Grandees, and Perfohs em-

R ploy’d
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ploy’d in the Dire&tion of Affairs, as well Na-~
tives as Forcigners, whom we have feen tofs’d
from Poft to Pillar, only by the Intereft of one
Woman, who did what fhe pleas’d ; fuch an In~
dolence, I fay, in the Perfon of a Sovereign,
{fuppos’d and known to be couragious and a&ive
in War, {ecems to have no manner of Affinity
with thefe latter Difpofitions, and would rather
perfuade one that his natural Temper is fo foft
and ftupid, that he would fcarce feel himfelf
affeGed by the total Ruin of his Monarchy.
Not but that there have been Kings of this
Make, who have feen their Dominions flourifh,
and their Crowns ador’d ; but then they have
ow’d thefe Advantages to the Skill of their Mi-
nifters, who, being endow’d with extraordinary
Talents, knew how to procure Refpe& to their
Princes, and to fupport the Weight of Affairs,
how important and difficult foever. There are
cerrain Rocks which Kings muft avoid in their
{plendid Voyage. They fhould be cautious, in
particular, of being reckon’d unfit and un-
capable to govern by themfelves. For this
draws upon them the Contempt of Foreigners,
and, commonly, the Hatred of their own Sub-
je&s, when they fee that every Thing depends
unpon the Pleafure of a fingle Minifter, who
often hasa greaterView to his own particular Sa-
tisfaGion, and the Advancement of his Creatures,
than to the Reward of Merit, and the beft Ser-
vices done to the State. And among other Pre-
judices which a Prince fuffers, who leaves his Do-
minions to be govern’d by another, tho’, per-
haps, with Succefs, we may reckon the Shame
of being a Slave to fuch Minifter, as was Lewis
X1, -



. t/ﬂc“:SPANISH Momzrcby, 243

XIM, who could have neither Servant, nor Con-
Rdent, ot Favourite, without Cardinal Richlien’s
Leave, who could not fay 3 Word, or make the
Jeaft Motion, which was not reported to the
Cardinal by his Spies, nor confer any Favour,
but at the Recommendation of that Minifter,
who was {o fevere as to expel the King’s Mo-
ther and Brother out of the Kingdom, becaufe
they could not bear to fee the Royal Majefty fo
debas’d and difhonour’d, by the Arrogance of a
Man, who, at moft, was but his Princé’s Sub-
je& and Creature, notwithftanding his happy
Adminiftration of Affairs.
. One cannot have or give a better Idea of the
-deceas’d Queen Mary Louifa, than to confider
her as one who had the fame Affc&ion, even to
Indulgence, for the Princefs of Usfies, as King
Philip had; and who had, in fome fort, fup-
prefs’d the Curiofity natural to her Sex, from
prying into what the Court and City thought of
.that defpotick Sway with which that Lady go-
vern’d and difpos’d of every Thing in their Ma-
jefties Name. Jefus Chrift, whofe A&ions are
all Leflons, had, undoubtedly, the Inftru&ion
of Kings principally in view, when he expreffes
his Curiofity to know what Men thought and
faid of him (Mate.c. 16.) For Kings cught not to
depend fo intirely upon the Sufficiency and good
Intentions of thofe who ufe their Authority, as .
not to enquire, and alfo lend an Ear, fometimes
to what the People and Subje&s fay of ’em, in
order to fet Things right when they go amifs.
’Tis, indeed, pcr?c&ly natural for a %wcn,
efpecially in a ftrange Country, and in a Court
where the Language and Manners are quite
R 2 different
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dificrent from her own, to flick clofe to fome
Female Confident, and to give herfelf up entire-
ly to her; and ’tis as natural for her Confident,
if the has but a Grain of Ambition and Aff-
rance, to give her Ambition full {wing in the
Enjoyment of her Truft, and by her Carefles
(the Bower in which Princes often fall afleep)
to hinder the Queen from feeing what pafles
without, or from hearing it by another Hand
within.

King Philip and his Queen were thus clofely
befet by the Dutchefs thirteen Years wichoat
Interruption ; for tho’ the King of Frauc,
Grandfather to King Philip, being provok’d be-
caufe this Lady heGor’d every one "at Madrid
that did not ftoop to her Will, did once obtzir
or command, that fhe fhould leave Spazz and re-
turn to France, yet fhe preferv'd her Credit, and
foon came back again to refume her A fcendant
over their Catholick Majefties; the Queen ha
ving taken the Abfence of her flattering Cor
fident fo much' to Heart, that fhe oblig’d he
Husband to reprefent her Uneafinefs to the Ki
his Grandfather, who could not hold out agaj
thofe Inftances, and therefore fent back th
Dutchefs to Madrid. But it feems that her laf
Difgrace has deprivid her of all Hopes of re
turning again, and as long as the new
has any Intereft, ’tis very probable that the
Princefs of Upfines will keep far enough from
Spain. However, ’tis not long ago that fhe
made fome Efforts which feem’d to raife he
Credit, for fhe obtain’d of King Philip the
Continuation of her Penfions, which was a great
Step towards her Return to Favour ; butlh;

wi
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will always have caufe to remember the new
Minifter, who is not fuch a Fool to fuffer her
to return, fince that would be expofing his Fa-
vour to the Rivalfhip of 2 Woman, who could
never endure an Equal, and much lefs be eafy
to fee another put over her Head. The Good-
nefs of King Philip, if we may be allow’d to
call it by that Name, in giving her a Principa-~
lity of 30000 Crowns Revenue, and this a&tu-
ally in the Netherlands, and in infifting in her
Favour at the Treaties which have been made,
even in that of Baden, which gave Occafion to
the Jeft that Prince Eugene put upon the Marfhal
de Villars, who brought the Demand, is a fla-
grant Proof of the Complaifance which the
King flill retains for that Lady; and fo much
the more, becaufe, that being out of Favour,
and having more Eftate and Honours already
than fhe car’d for, the configning of this Principa-~
lity to her was the Subje& of ftill greater Raillery.

Some of the good Qualitics of the new Queen
Elizabeth have already been touch’d upon in
fpeaking of her, viz. her Lively Temper, Gen-
tle yet Refolute ; and of this feemingly no great-
er Proof can be given, than the Care fhe took
before fhe went to Spain to fend away the
Dutchefs of Braiccano, who might, and ’twas
natural to expe&, would certainly by her Arti-
fice have comtinu’d to embroil Affairs, and cn-
danger’d the Domeftick Agreement betwixt her
and her Confort, whenever fhe could not find her
own Conveniency in it. Forafmuch as Queens
ufually have a {fmall Share in Affairs during the
Lives of their Husbands, at leaft in Appcarance,
it muft be ftill lefs, in a Cafe where the Credit
' R and
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and Name of a Minifter fhall do every thing,
and draw upon himfelf either ‘all the Praife or
all the Cenfure for whatever happens. What is
fingular in this Cafe, is, that the Minifter owing
all his Fortune to her, will have, as may be
fupposd, all the Vencration poffible for her
Mazjefty, will advife with her at leaft how to
‘'make the beft vfe of her Favour, and will give
her all the Satisfa&ion that fhe can defire, either
for herfelf or for thofe that the has 2’ Mind to
recommerd. The meaneft Forefight is enough
to convince the Cardinal, that the Intereft of
the Queen may one Day turn him out of Fa-
. vour, and ruin him in the Affe&ions of a King
fo good and complaifarit as King Philip. But
the Minifter muft expe& for his own Part, that
the Queen may be under fuch a Neceffity of
fupporting him, to Credit.that' Advancement
which fhe hias procur’d for him, that the will re-
fer the moft important Affairs to him, and not
give the Preference to her own particular Seqti-
ments, that the may not be oblig’d to anfweg

for the Confequer.ces. '
What can we think or fay of this Minifter,
fo favour’d by Fortune, that fhe has’rais’d him
at once from the meanelt Condition, not only
to the Pinnacle of all the Humane Grandeur
and Digaities tp ‘which “Ecclefiafticks, whofe
Order he had affum'd, con’d afpire’; bnt even
to thofe which the moft confummate Abilities,
and the moft fhining"Merit conld obtain? It
would be Ill-paturd to-oblige Cardinal Albercni
in Lis happy Career to look back for his Genea-
logy, in that which' was formerly drawn in
F.amee for one of the chief Minifters of the late
’ King,
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King, who, in Allufion to his own Name, took
a Serpent or Snake for his Arms. " A cer-
tain Panegyrift, who was cafting the Minifter’s
Nativity, and fought for it among the Kings
of a very ancient Kingdom, then a Friend and
Ally to Frame, read it in thefe two Words
“swhich were written in his Pocket-Book, Ex So-
le et Luto; which fhew’d, that as the Heat of
the Sun draws Serpents out of the Mud, fo his -
Mazcenas ow’d his very Being and Advancement
to a King, who took the Sun for his Device.
We would not make an odious Refle&ion upon
the Cardinal’s Birth or Anceftors. Horour and
Perfonal Merit is a Luftre, which gilds and
makes noble Meannefs of any fort ; and when
once a Map makes his Way into the World at
that Door, he becomes worthy of all poflible
Efteem and Refpe&; and ’tis fuch a vain Expe-
riment as muft turn to the Confufion-of him who
makes it, to throw a Contempt upon Virtue,
which takes care of the Condu& and Advances
of the Perfon whom it guides.
* M. Alberoni is theretore now Cardinal and
Prime Minifter, the one by the Recommendation,
and the other by the Choice of King Philip V.
Quod felix, fauftum, fortunatumque fir. O that
it may be for the Glory of his-Promoter, the
Advantage of the State which is given him to
govern, and for the Repofe of Ewurgpe, the Suc-
cefs of which Wifhes fo many are in Pain for,
while every one difcourfes and reafons difte-
rently upon it, according to his Underftanding.
Let us now fee the Sentiments of the Author
of this Difcourfe, and in the firft Place Jay down
R4 the

*
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the Fads that are to be the Bafis of our future
Reafonings. '

The Cardinal found the RKingdom of Spasn at
Peace, and likely to enjoy it for a long Time,
if he had advis'd King Philip to agree with thé
Emperor on his Pretenfions, and to leave him
in quiet Enjoyment of the Crown upon his
Head. But on the contrary, he perfwaded the
King to make War, and has begun it. ’Tis
very well known, that Great Defigns lead to
Great' Glory, and that 2 Minifter, who would
render himfelf agreeable to Kings, need only
make them believe the Juftice of their Preten-
fions, and the Probability of obtaining them.
But if the Judgment of the Publick muft be fuf~
pended, becanfe the Tribunal, the Oracle ac-
cording to which People judge of the beft Canfe,
be not thorowly acquainted with the commort
Proofs of the Right of Princes, their Counfel-
tors ought maturely to confider the Ways and
Means which they think to employ, and whe-
ther they fhall come off with Hopour and withoue
Lofs. - ' :

“The Sources of thefe Ways and Means are
very well known, wiz. Negotiation and Force.
The latter requires Contributions of Money at
Home, and Alliances with Foreigners abroad,
which are alfo both pretty well known. This
being a true Judgment of the prefent State of
Aftairs in Spein ; it feems very ftrange and won-
derful, that Cardina} 4lberoni fhould take 2 Refo-
lution to' engage King Philip in a War, which
requires infinite Treafures and powerful Alli-
ances. There’s Gold and Silver without doubt
n the Kingdoms of Spain, but their Wealth
: X o lies

Pey
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how often may recourfe be had to both thefe
Methods, which are ftill as neceflary one Year

as another, fo long as the War fhall laft ?
Neither is the raifing of National Troops
fubje& to the leaft Difficulties. The Kingdoms
of Spain are not Populous, for Reafons which
cvery one knows, viz. the burdenfome Numbers
of their Prielts, Monks and Nuns; the natural
Sterility of the Spanih Women, who, tho’ they
may have Children by good Luck, leave off
Childbearing much fooner than the Women of
other Nations ; the Draught of whole Families
made out of Spain by expelling the Moors twice,
befides thofe who are continually fent out of the
Country, or who go every Year to the Indies or
other Parts for their own Intereft, In the mean
time, the Continuation of the War requires con-=
tinual Recruits, and there is the greater Ap-
pearance that thefe muft fhortly fail, becaufe
there’s no fign of any Confederates, to whom
the Minifter can apply to augment his Forces,
and to help maintain the War. At another
Time, and in another Cafe, Spain might have
depended upon French Troops. But now they
are aGually hinder’d from ferving beyond the
Pyrences , becaufe the Courts of Madrid and
Paris and the two Kings, tho’ the one is an
Uncle and the other his Nephew, have different
Interefts, and thofe of fuch Confequence, that
they cannot be accommodated by any Expedi-
ent whatfoever. ’Tis plain, that by the King
of Frame, I mcan him who governs, and not
him who is to govern, if God {pares his Lifc ;
and that I fpeak of the Interefts of the former,
when
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when I {ay, they are not to be united with thofe
of King Pbilip.

For want of the Fyench Allies, every Body
thought that Cardinal 4leroni would have made
‘Ufe of the Subje&@s of his Royal Highnefs of
Savoy King of Sicily, in whofe Name he might
have lilted as many FEalians and Frenchmen as he
had pleas’d, thofe who fpoke either Language
being the Duke’s Subjeéts, The World thought
the Cardinal had made himf{clf fure of this Ally,
and that the latter wounld have made War with
hjm againft the Emperor, who had not yet
own’d him for King of Sicidy, and declin’d to
make a Peace with him. But the Cardinal, af-
ter having kept all' Europe, and the Duke too in
fufpence, declares againft hith, invades Sicily,
and that was the Way he took to let him know
his real Intentions. It was given out publickly,
that the Cardinal thought to carry the King-
dom of Naples, after he had made himfelf Maf-
ter of the Ifland of Sardinia; and no Body
dreamt that he would want, or make ufe of S~
cily, to facilitate that Conqueft. This was a
Myltery which his Eminency treated of fecretly
with his Sicilian Majefty, whcem he endeavour’d
to difpofe to yicld his Ifland amicably to him,
for certain Equivalents he promis’d him elfe-
where ; but as the latter did not determine
himfclf foon enough, it was thought fit to feize
his Ifand, and to lay the Blame thereof upon
his Delay.

It was alfo faid, that there was a League
fcrm’d between feveral Princes to procure Allies
for Cardinal Alberoni, who appear’d to be the
Author, or at leaft the principal Promoter lot'

the
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the {aid Confederacy. The Confederates were
to appear, when they were leaft fufpeGed, to
make War in good carneft againft the Emperor,
and drive the Germans out of Italy. At the fame
time an Lalian Book was publifh’d, whofe Au-
thor feem’d to be the Trumpeter of this Afli-
ance ; for he thews both the Princes and People
of that Country, that they were always free ;
with a2 View, as may be imagin’d, to excite
them to reftore to their Country that Liberty,
which, fays the Author, it had enjoy’d ever fince
the Foundation of Rome. But why fhould they
take up Arms for this ? There is no Prince ®r
State in Jaly, who is at this Day more enflav'd
. and worfe treated by the Emperor of Germany,
whom it has been the chief View to difpoffefs
of the Provinces and Rights which he poffefles
in that Country, than were the Ealians under the
Pagan Emperors, and thofe barbarous Nations,
who moft unworthily trampled under Foot the
Senate and Liberty of Italy, as all are convinc'd,
whohave read antient Hiftory, notwithftanding
any modern Treatifcs that may come out to per-
fwade them of the contrary. - T ke nice Italians,
fays the Author, cannot bear the grofs Caftoms of
the Germans, and are vefolv’d, under the Aufpices
of the Spaniards,” to drive them Home. But are
not we 1n the Condition of the Mice, that con-
fpir’d againft the Cat? ° '
" *Tis not to be fuppos’d, that Cardinal Alberon:
defign’d to make an Alliance with Hereticks a-
gainft the Emperor. The Sparifh Devotees de-
claim’d fo much againft the Heretical Allies, who
~ join’d King Charles the prefent Emperor in the
laft War, that they furely would not fun inlth

I the
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that remain’d to be accommodated, with refpe&
- to the Succeflion of Spain, had brouglit things
to the point of a total Accommodation, by dif-
pofing the Emperor to renounce all his Preten-
fions to the Kingdoms of Spain ard the Indies,
provided only that Sicily fhould be yielded up to
his Imperial Majefty. France engag'd herfelf
to procure it, and was enter’d into the Gua-
ranty of the faid Agreement. Yet we have feen,
it did not avail to get the Cardinal’s Confent to
the faid Pacification; but his Refufal at that
time was imputed to the extraordinary Confi-
dence he had repos’d in the numerous Forces
which he had then on foot, and partly to an
Averfion which Great Men commonly have a-
gaioft a publick Recanting their Prejudices, be-
caufe it gives an occafion to condemn them for
trufting to Foundations too weak te fupport
them.

Neverthelefs, if one may judge by his firlt
Settings out, it appears, that his Confidence was
a&ually very ill founded; for at the firft Tryal
he made of his Forces, which he thought fo
ftrong, his Fleet was in a manner entirely defeated
in Sicily. His Creatures, to diminifh the Lofs,
and hinder the whole Truth of the Fa& from
being known in Spain, made a mighty Noife ia
the publick News of the taking of Palermo and
" Meffina, and of the Joy with which the Sicilians
receivid, and came in Crowds to meet the Spa-
miards. But as it was impoffible always to con-
ceal the Truth, the Cardinal thought fit at length
to caufe a Letter to be compofed in his owa
Name, and dire&ed to the Sparih Embafador
at Londen, whercin the Englih were mightily re-

proaci’d
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proach’d for having, without any Motive, Ne-
ceflity, or Pretext, abus’d the Chara&er which
they had affum’d of Mediators, and attack’d 2
People who thought them Friends, and did not
miftruft them.
Card. Alteroni knowing how much it imported
a prime Minifter to have a Secretary capable of
giving a good Turn to the Declarations he was
to publifh, and remembring, that while his Emi-
nency was at the Duke of Vendofm’s, he knew an
ingenious Perfon, who was his Secretary, he had
a Mind to take him to himfelf, and invited him
to come to Spais, with a Bill of Exchange of
10000 Livres, which he fent him to bear his
Charges. The Secretary embrac’d the Propo-
fal, forefeeing no doubt, that this Service would
be very profitable to him, fince the firft Offers
were accompanied with fo liberal a Gratifica-
tion. In the mean time, the Turn of the Let-
ter (if it was pen’d by that able Secretary) did
not feem to be altogether happy, no more than
that of another Letter addrefs’d in the Name of
the faid Cardinal to the Marquefs Beretti Lands,
King Philip’s Embaffador to the States General,
to oblige him to ufe his Diligence to divert them
from entring into the Alliance form’d againit the
Catholick King, or the Defigns of his Minifter;
and this, for Reafons which do not feem either
in the one or the other to be artfully laid down.
Be that as it will, with refpe& to the Lctters,
the firlk was fmartly confuted by Mr. Craggs,
the Britifb Secretary of State, in the Name of
King George and the Britih Nation. Indeed,
the ?ccond has appear’d without Reply or Exa-
mination, perhaps, becaufe it was fuppos’d there
was
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was no Danger of its making a great Impreffion
on the Minds of thofe to whom it was to be
communicated. And in thort Things took their
Courfe, and the States declar’d for the Quadru-
ple Alliance, tho’ with fuch Refervations as are
reported elfewhere.

Cardinal Alberoni feeing the Spaniards a little
recover’d from their Abje@ion of Mind, difco-
ver’d the fame Confidence as before in the Suc-
cefs of his Defigns, prefling every Day with more
Vigour than other the Continnation of the Mi-
litary Preparations in Spais, and petfwading the
Nation not only that the Lofs which they mighe
have fuftain’d before Syracufa would be more
than abundantly repair’d, but that they would
have a Fleét two or three times more numerous
than that which was furpriz’d and male-treated
by Admiral Bing.

And indeed all the News from Spaiz was con-
tinually about Lifting of Soldiers, Marching of
Troops, Building of Ships in all the Ports of
the Kingdom, and Preparations of Convoys, ait
defign’d for Faly ; and huelga me Dios, where’s
the Spaniard who was not rouz’d at this Noife,
and who did not expe@ Wonders from fuch a
prodigious Armament > The main Bufinefs, fome
fay, and the greateft Difficulty is to furnifh this
great and numerous Fleet with Hands capable
of working it, there being but juft enough in
Spaix to equip the Galeons that fail to Ameriea ;
{o that ’tis believ’d, the Cardinal will not find
it fo eafy a Matter to get them as he imagines.
It does not appear, that he has Reafon to ex-
pect that he fhall get many from Ergland and
Holland, or even from France ; tho’ fome are con~

sinually
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Suedei kad no particular Intereft to induce him
to arm againft England, nor the'neceflary means
to carry on an Oftenfive War, which it was faid
he had nndertakgn meerly for eftablithing the
Pretender upon thg Throne of Great Britain, when
they found that the Court of Spair declar’d alfo
for the faid Pretender, did not fcruple from that
time to place the Armament and Defigns of the
King of Sueden to the Cardinal’s Account, and
did not doubt but he furnifh’d the Charge of the
Enterprize. The Arreft of thofe twp Minifters,
after the Death of the King of Sueden, and the
Profecution now carry’d on againit them for the
Employment of Sums of Money, which ’tis
known they receiv’d and apply’d to their own
Advantage, will without fail difcover the whole

Myftery. - S
.+ The Sgcret indeed does already feem more
than fufficiently explain’d by the publick Arrival
.of the Duke¢ of Oimond in Spain, tho® the Car-
dinal, when he order’d his Catholick Majefty’s
Minifter at the Hague to notify it to the States
Generpl, put another Colour ypon his Arrival,
as if it had been unforefeen and accidental. He
.orders him to affure” thofe Gentléemen, ¢ That
¢ the Duke having refided in‘thie Neighbourhoqd
¢ of Paris, from Fune to the End. of Oélober ;
¢ and the Earl of Stairs having made prefling
f Inftances to the Regent to tolerate him no lon-
. ¥ ger in France, the Duke had refolv’d to come
fto Spain, where the King, ‘that he might not be
¢ )gﬁciem in the Rules of Hofpitality, (which he ac-
f cufes the Regent of France of having violated
‘ on this Occafion, tho’ a Friend and Ally of the
f Kirg of England) caus’d him to flop forty
o ‘ ¢ Leagues
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f Leagues from Court. And this is the rea!
 Truth of the Master, which the Embaflador has

Orders to impart to the States, to the end that
¢ bis Excellency may make the beft Ufe on’t.

It 'is not eafy to conceive what Ufe the States
General, ot the Embaflador, could gather from
this Advice ;* for fuppofing, ‘that the States
thould a& without a View to the Advantages
or Difadvantages 6f his Britannick Majefty, they
would learr nothing that was- capable of- per-
fwading them, that the Court of Spaiiz would
not favour ecither the Pretender, or the Duke

.of Ormond. ’Tis own’d, that the Duoke; after
_ having made many Journeys to Ialy, Sweden:and
France, being oblig'd to depart the latter, retires
to Spain ; ‘where it was reckon’d a Piece of Me-
rit to tréat him according to the Laws of *Hof-
pitality, which ddes at leaft mean that they con-
fider'd hirh as a Priend, very far from giving ary
Reafon to fufpe&, that they have any Re%ar s
. er Confideration, for the Interefts of the King
of Great Britain, whont that Lord wasa declar’d
Edemy to, and aim’d to dethrone: ’Tis true,
. that after Hoftilities began betwixt Great Britain
and Spain, neither Side was oblig’d to have
thofe Regards for dne another: But what could
this Advice ferve for, if the Court did not in-
tend to value themfelves upon it ? .

‘The Duke of Ormond did not ftay tong from
Court ; but was invited to Madrid, and carefs’d
there both by the King and his Eminency ; and
this with fo much Cetemony, that he went foon
after into freland or Scotldnd to revive the Zeal
of the Preender’s Partifans, who had had fo ill

92 Succofs
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Succefs in their former Rebellion. This was
what the Cardinal threaten’d before there was
any Declaration of War between the two King-
doms ; wiz. That there were Ways to diftur
King George in the Poffeflion of the Crown which
he had upon his Head. Not that the Malecon-
tents of England have any particular Friendfhip,
which binds them to King Philip and the Crown
of Span: but being divided into two Parties,
one of which feems to wifh they could fee King
Fames 11. upon the Throne of Great Britain, they
- only feek a Pretext to oppofe one another; and
as the prefent Miniftry, who are all Whigs, op~
pofe them both, the latter make ufe of the
Name and Caufe of the Pretender, as the Reafon.
- of their Difcontent, which they difcover upon’
all Occafions. But ’tis a Queftion, whether
the Whigs will be fo eafily drawn in to difap-
prove the War againft Spain, asthe Tories were
to put an End to the lait War in 1712, thereby
leaving Europe in thofe Difficulties, from whence
fhe might have then been extricated, and made
furc of a lafting Peace, confidering the means
that were at that time in her own Hands.
"As we admire the Politicks of Cardinal 4/e-
roni, for refufing one while under one Pretex,
- and another while under another, all the Prépo-
- fals of Accommodation which the Courts of
Parss and London made to him; {o we wete no
: 1efs, furpriz’d, when we heard that the Ground
- of his {aid Refufal, was in hopes to fee France,
~ in particular, fo embarafs’d at Home, that fhe
would have neither Gonveniency nor Time to
meddle: with the Affairs of Spain. Indeed, it
cannet be deny’d that is a Rule in"Politicks,
which
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more advantagious than they could poflibly ex~
pe& from the Continuation of the War. _
The main Difficulty was to find Pretences to
divert the Fremch from oppofing his Views. The
prefent Situacion of that Kingdom furnifh’d him
with one to his Mind ; and he had nothing to
do but to. foment Divifions among them, to
vender their Concert and Concurrence in a
foreign ‘War impoffible; :He had ne Pretence,
indeed, ' to. excite Broils againft the King of
France; but the Regent having unavoidably
ais’d Maletontents, by his favouring the Caufe
:of the Princes of the Blood, againft the legiti-
.mated Princes;-and, on fome other Occafions,
:wherein-he did not find the Intereft of the State
-compatible with that of fome Communities or
.particular Men ; there was, confequently, a Di-
wvifion among the People, which gave a Handle,
‘to thofe who. were inclin’d to make ufe of it, in
.embroiling his Affairs. The Diffention which
.is ftill amdng the Clergy, upon Account of the
-Pope’s late Bull or Conflrtution, the Sticklers for
-which complain, that the Regent has not a due
.Refpe& for.the Pope’s Authority, gave the Cai-
dinal anather Motive to take Advantage of
_their Bigotry, to fet them againft the Regent ;
and this was. the more dangerous and mif-
. chievous to-the Regent, becaufe the Clergy of
. the higheft Ordecr feem’d to. be generally in the
- Pope’s Intereft.: S .
The Pjan.of -this Oppofition againft the Re-
. gent’s Defigns :to maintain the Peice, was a
Concert .or Confpiracy of all the Malecontents
againft him; and the View of it was to deprive
him of the Regency, on pretence that he qbus’d
: : it
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it to the Ruin of the Kingdom'; what was te
have follow’d his being depos’d is not faid ;:tho’
in the Letters 'intercepted from -the Prince de
Cellamare, there is fome mention of this Cir-
cumftance ; and after what manner the Regency
was to be form’d. There is even the mention
of a Fire which was to be all over the King»
dom, after the Mines fhould be fprung to kindle it,
which certainly is frightful and horrible to think
of. But this is ne more than the natural Con-
fequence of a Civil War, in" which the Parties
are biterly exafperated one againft -another.
And ’tis faid in one of thofe Letters, that the
Divine Mercy may, in time, appeafe the prefent
Fealoufies and Difcontents ; an Acknowledgment
which truly does not help much to juftify thofe
who rais’d them, or are engag’d in them.

Neverthelefs it muft be own’d,’ ghat fuppofing
thofe Divifions were prior to the Defign of
hindring the French from meddling with the Af-
fairs of Spain, the fomenting thofc Difcontents
carries nothing in it but what is to be found in
the Rules and Maxims of worldly Policy.
There was, befides, another Reafon to expe&
that Matters would not proceed to Hoftilities ;
and that, ac leaft, the Regent would not em~
ploy French Men againft Spain, it being incon-
fiftent- with Prudence, to gxpofe them to the
Temptatipn of deferting, or of refufing to fight
againft a Prince of the Blood Royal, fuch an
one as they fhould always cfteem King Philip,
tho’ there be ever fo greit a Mifunderftanding
betwixe the two Natipns.

Some other Sparks appear’d, which left no
manner of room to doubt that they would

aGtually
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a&ually break out into an open War; and that
the Inclinations of fome for a Peace were only
feign'd. The fecret Pradtices to excite Broils
in thie-Domiriohs of the Emperor and the moft
Chriftian King continu’d, and Perfons were
lately apprehended, both at Piemna and Pari,
for holding Correfpondences dangerous to the
publick Peace. But after all, *tis to be hopd
that Peace and good Order will foon be re-
eftablith’d every where; and that the World
~will tafte the Fruits of it with as much Delight,
as the uncertain State of Affairs hitherto has
ocafion’d Vexation and Uneafinefs.
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