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. (1) We turn in preference, at once to the intrinsic
portion of this strange book—a book by the aid of which
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the Arabs conquerezl a world greater than that of
Alexander the Great, greater than that of Rome, and
in as many tens of years as the latter had wanted
hundreds to accomplish her conquests. by the aid of
which thcy alone of the Shemites, came to Europe as
kings, whither the Phoenicians had come as tradesmen,,
and the ngs as fugitives or captives, came to Europe
to hold up together with these fugitives, the light to
humanity—they alone, while darkness lay around, to
raise up the wisiom and knowledge of Hellas from the
dead, to teach philesophy, medicine, astronomy, and
the golden art of song tg the West as well as to the
East, to stand at the cradle of modern science and to-
cause us late epigoni for ever to weep over the day

when Granada fell. ( Emmanuel, Deutsch, Quarteriy
Review, 1869). ' '*
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(2) The - Koran admlttcdly cccupies an important
position among the great religicus of the world. Though
the youngest of the epoch-making works, belonging
to this class of literature, it yields to hardly any in
the wonderful effect which it has produced on large
masses of men. It has crcated an all but rew phase
of hiuman thoao‘ht and a fresh type of character. It
first transformed a number of heterqgeneuus desert
tribes of the Arabian peninsula into a nation of heroes,
and then proceeded to create the vast politico-religious
organisations of the Muhammedan world which are
one of the great forces with which Europe and the East

‘have to reckon to-day,

- (.Prof. G. Margoliouth in his Introduction to
Rodwell's English Translation of the Koran ),
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