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Welcome!



Agenda
● Welcome and Agenda

○ Jaison Oliver, A+F Regional Ambassador
● Meeting Norms
● Brave Safe Space
● Wikidata Guiding Questions

○ What is it? 
○ How do I add and extract data?
○ What fun stuff can I do?
○ Edit-a-thons

● Questions & Discussion
● Wrap-up



Meeting Norms
● Please rename with First name or Wiki name and 

pronouns
● Try your best not to multitask
● Please mute when not speaking
● Please hold questions until the end / use the chat
● Brave Safe Space





We Believe in Brave, Friendly Spaces 
The goal of this session is to create an encouraging space 
for collective learning. This requires intentional behavior, 
wherein participants are conscious of and accountable for 
the effect of their statements and actions on others. We 
respect our experiences and the experiences of others 
and recognize that we can’t do this work without one 
another. 

We agree to hold each other accountable to foster a Brave, 
Friendly Space. 

Review the whole Brave, Friendly Spaces agreement here: 
bit.ly/AFBraveSpace
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Meetup/ArtandFeminism/Safespacepolicy

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Meetup/ArtandFeminism/Safespacepolicy


Link: bit.ly/wikidataAF



What is Wikidata?

Link: bit.ly/wikidataAF





What is Wikidata?



Wikidata structure

ITEM          STATEMENT

Properties         Values



Items: Properties:
People, Places, Things
Unique identifiers (Q IDs)

For Example:
Concordia University (Q326342)
Library (Q7075)
Quebec (Q176)
House cat (Q146)
Human (Q5)
Computer (Q68)
Wikipedia (Q52)

Relationships, Controlled Vocabulary
Unique identifiers (P#s)

For Example:
Date of birth (P569)
Instance of (P31)
Country (P17)
Image (P18)
Blood type (P1853)
Described at URL (P973)







Properties begin with a PItems begin with a Q

Hover over to see the ID



Open Access Data
Wikidata is:

● Not Proprietary. Under a Creative Commons CCO License to allow third 

party users to freely reuse the data available with no restrictions

● For the people by the people!

● Not all knowledge is included - Living People

Some ground rules:

● Follow the Wikidata Truths

● Assume good faith

● Use common sense

● No personal attacks 



Notable data?
1. Items need to be notable - to an extent

2. An item must meet one of three rules

a. It links to another Wikimedia project

b. It can be described using serious and publicly available references

c. It makes statements made in other Wikidata items more useful (e.g. book is a reference)

3. You don’t need to rely on scholarly sources - you can link to other projects!

4. If it provides a structural need, it should be included

5. References are still best and should be used whenever making a claim 

which is not common knowledge



What can we DO with Wikidata?

1. Add
a. Contribute
b. Update

2. Extract
a. Query
b. Explore



How do I add data?

Link: bit.ly/wikidataAF



Wikidata structure

ITEM          STATEMENT

Properties         Values



Manual entry



Adding statements







Tools and projects for bulk uploads



How do I extract data?

Link: bit.ly/wikidataAF



Queries - query.wikidata.org



How to use the Wikidata Query Service

https://query.wikidata.org/


Generate Task Lists through Queries



No-Code Queries



Try to create edit your own query!
● Use this link (bit.ly/houquery) to go to the Wikidata 

Query Builder
● Replace the “Specific Item” Houston with your city
● Click “Show Results”
● Share your city and the number of results in the 

chat!

http://bit.ly/houquery


What fun stuff can I do?

Link: bit.ly/wikidataAF



Use the Tools!
● Recoin
● Display Wikidata Info on sister projects



 





Edit-a-thons

Link: bit.ly/wikidataAF



Wikidata edits can be tracked!



Ideas for Edit-a-thons
1. Use Wikidata to generate task lists through a Wikidata Query
2. Add statements, properties, and references to items
3. Create items for artists, prominent works, or cultural venues 

that meet Wikidata’s less stringent notability requirements
4. Create items for books along with separate items for editions
5. Add works acquired by prominent museums or indexed by 

prominent publications

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:WikiProject_Cultural_venues#Ways_to_Contribute


Resources:
1. General:

a. Wikidata:Tours
b. Help:FAQ
c. Help:Contents

2. Wikidata in one page
3. Slides from WikiConference North America 

2019
a. WikiConference North America/2019 - 

Meta
b. Introduction to Wikidata - PPT

4.    Mass Edits:
a. Mass edits on Wikidata - how to use 

Google spreadsheets and 
Quickstatements

b. QuickStatements - adding mass edits to 
Wikidata

5.    Queries:
a. Writing a Wikidata Query: Discovering 

Women Writers from North Africa
b. A Brief Introduction to Wikidata
c. Wikidata:Request a query
d. Wikidata:SPARQL query 

service/queries/examples
e. File:Wikidata Query - Query Helper - Edit 

cats to zoo.gif

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:Tours
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Help:FAQ
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Help:Contents
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Wikidata-in-brief-1.0.pdf
https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/WikiConference_North_America/2019
https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/WikiConference_North_America/2019
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/13nVSGj88iMZtVBPDNE-AKDka7JH1KCwP0iW3nx0ahhE/edit
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bUpJN4IklJ8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bUpJN4IklJ8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bUpJN4IklJ8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L0TYQ9LRRTQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L0TYQ9LRRTQ
https://medium.com/freely-sharing-the-sum-of-all-knowledge/writing-a-wikidata-query-discovering-women-writers-from-north-africa-d020634f0f6c
https://medium.com/freely-sharing-the-sum-of-all-knowledge/writing-a-wikidata-query-discovering-women-writers-from-north-africa-d020634f0f6c
https://towardsdatascience.com/a-brief-introduction-to-wikidata-bb4e66395eb1
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:Request_a_query
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:SPARQL_query_service/queries/examples
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:SPARQL_query_service/queries/examples
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Wikidata_Query_-_Query_Helper_-_Edit_cats_to_zoo.gif
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Wikidata_Query_-_Query_Helper_-_Edit_cats_to_zoo.gif


Questions & 

Discussion

Link: bit.ly/wikidataAF



Continue the Conversation

Slack

#general

#onlineediting

#COVID19

Social Media

FB/Twitter: @artandfeminism

IG: @artandfem

Email

info@artandfeminism.org

jaison@artandfeminism.org

mailto:info@artandfeminism.org
mailto:jaison@artandfeminism.org


THANK YOU!

Link: bit.ly/wikidataAF


