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This issue is very respéctfully dedicated to the memories ef three
peeple whe(fer the mest part unkndwn te them) touched my life: H. Warner
Munn, J. Vern%n Shea, and John Lermén. I realize John Lennen may not :
belong in an E.OiD: mailing, but his murder has had a very strong effect
en me, and I just felt the néed te say so in print. . | .

I:m sé very sad and depressed over the less of Munn and Shea; so
much séd, that I'm finding it very hard to put my theughts inte words.en
Eaper.,When I first heard ef Shea's death (by way ef a phene call frem

ob Eber), my first reactien was te try and find as much biographical
material as I could about him, by digging threugh all ef my nen-fictien
reference beoks. The lack ef material on him was so great, that I feund
it hard to believe someone as warm, creative, lively, witty, entertain-
ing, and semeene whe'd touched se many lives, didn't have volumes of
written material abeut them. What hurt me the mest, was knawing that
outside of the E.0.D., there was no ene that I see en a day te day basis,
that ever heard ef Shea, or that would shed a tear fer his passing. It
Just hurts like hell to mourn the passing ef a friend, when you realize
the people around you don't even notice that semeene very special and
unique, has left this world forever, and we'll never be with them again.

Since Jean and I first met H. Warner Munn at the 1977 World Fantasy
Convention, we've looked forward to seeing him at as many :subsequent
cenventions as possible. His very fioticable abscence frem last year's
Fantasy Faire Conventien in Los Angeles was a great disapeintment to °
beth Af us, and we theught that the expense of the trip was the enly
reason he wasn't there. I only wish that had been the reasen. I now
know that he just wasn't up te the trip, and wish that we ceuld have
had at least some idea ef what his condition had really been: I would
have liked being able te see him one more time, but I guess his memory
is geing to have te suffice frem new en... ;

As with many of yeu, I feel very fortunate that I have not oan
cepies of the writinfs of these twe friends, but algo pictures of them
that I've taken on different hccasions, and best of all, a few record-
%233 I'ye'made of them se that there voices may be heard for many years

come. : o S8

I weuld 1like to extend a special thank you to Mollie fer taking
the time to let us know ‘ef the passinf of Shea; and 1'd like te alse
extend a ver% special thank you te Crispin for thinking enough of all
the nen E.0.D, fans to. send a netice of the passing of Shea to LOCUS. -




SHOTGUNS FOR COMPUTERS?

For a leng time now I've been feeling that my collection of S.F.,
Fant®sy, and Horror books, magazines, etc., has gotten so big that I can
barely. remember where stories and articles are in here once I've looked
at them for the first time. I at first thought I could index everything
on file cards, but after indexing a few hundred of my paperback anthol-
ogies, I began to realize I'd need close to 20,000 index cards to index
all the things I have right nowj} and there's née telling how many I'd
need with an ever increasing collection. .

About two years ago I looked into the possibility of getting .a small
~home compu®%€r to solve my problems, but as I'm sure most ef you know,

the cost of the system I'd need to. cross reference and index a few thou-
sand books and magazines was -about $2000. Unfortunately, there's no away

" I could arrange to spend thas kind of money on a computer at that time; . 2
and even now I'm still paying on other bills, and didn't think I be .able
to “seriously consider a computer for a few years. : y .

Thaflks to Jean, it seems we might be a lot closer to getting into
computerizing our.collection than I thought; What brought this:&bout was
Jean's méntioning to one of her coworkers that I happened to have a
very fin® condition L. C. Smith 1908 shotgun, and hearing this causing
the coworker to check a friend's gun book for the current value. It
seems Jean's friend at work (without having much info to go on) came
back to work the next day and told Jean that our’sgotgunﬁwas now worth
about $5000. Needless to say, Jean went. off the dgep end” about the idea
of sellihg the shotgun, paying off our debts, and getting the computer
we want. - .

Being the sceptic that I am, I told Jean that her friend didn't
know what he was talking about, because I as the gunts owner, didn't
even know ‘fer sure what grade the gun was, er even what extra features
the gun had or didn't have. But I had to admit that ever since the gun
was given to me 11 years ago by my mother (who had it given to her by *
my then commumal step-fatheﬂ}; I had never used it, and had no intention
of using it-(or even displaying it for fear of .theft). Not being one
to pass up a chance to get something I've wanted for a long time, I :
began calling places to find out the true value of the gun, and I ended
at the oné local place recommended to me as being the place to takeit,
where they were able to give me a.written appraisal (for the fee of$25),
and they were able to sell me a copy of a beautiful boek on the L.C.
Smith Shotguns (also fer $25). The value which they placed on the gun
(which was much closer to what I thought it would {eg was $1750, *“which
they said was the price they.would put en it if they were going ‘to sell
it in their store, I thanked them for their time and effort, and went
heme where I was able to deuble the informatien they.had givefl me, just
by spending a half hour with the book I bought. Jean and I have ‘decided
we'll sell the gun if we can find a buyer willing.to pay $2000 for jt.
To this end I've placed a very detailed ad in _eur local paper gcirc-
ulation abkout 250,000) and starting this comjng,Monday (4-27-81) we then
hepe to start hearing from- some prospective Puyers. Yesterday we found
a’'package deal for the compu#er we yant, so 1f we can sell the shotgun,
we'll soon own an APPLE II PLUS, a 12¢in. black and white monitQr, and
our first Floppy Disk Drive unit.




The reason I've taken the time to explain all of these tidbits

about the pessibility of our getting the APPLE II PLUS system, is that

I need help. The kind of help I need.is advice from those of you that
have similar systems, and have had the chance to either set up your e¢wn
personal-library system, or try a pretmade system that's already on the‘
market that you found to your liking. What I want to do is index by :
beok title, type(e.g., hardcover, paperback, magazine, antheloegy, one or
twe auther collection, etc.), aythér/editor, story title, and type of
item being indexed (e.g., fictien, non-fictien, and peetry).

Once we fet this system, I'l]l add a second disk drive unit at the
earliést possible date; and hopefully this will take care of most of my
collection. If things do werk out so that we manage te gét pur cemputer,
I'm going to ge crazy using it fer duplicating my faverite games from
the arcades, and alse from using it fer Bther games like Dungeons and
Dragéns.: The possibilitiks are endless. Perhaps I might eventually be
able te swap some pregrams by mail with these ef you already inte this??

A SELECTION OF RECENTLY READ BOOK S Sy et

THE BEST OF LEIGH BRACKETT, edited by Edmond Hamilton; This book was 4@
very pleasant jeurney back te the future as envisiened in the 1940's and
the early 1950's. Back to a time when Mars still had'peagle living . en it,
and the year 1980 was :still in the distant future als6. 1'm really sorry
I enly get te meet Leigh once, but I have te admit I'll never forget that

one meeting. :Thig ene's from Ballantine. 2% e

THE WEB OF WIZARDRY, by Juanita Ceulsen, Ballantine Books: This was. an
enjoyable beok while I was reading,it abeut four months age, but I tend
te believe the fact that I couldn't remember anything about it witheut
scanning threugh it again, is a clear indicatien that it's a rather
forgetable bsok. Maybe it's just my state ef mind right new, but the
mere I sit here glancing threugh the beok, the mere I like what I can
begin to remember again. Oh well, if yeu like Swerds & Sercery, I1'm sure
‘you'll enjey this beok; at least fer as leng as.it takes gou te read it.

_ : o : L] iy
MASTER OF THE FIVE MAGICS, by Lynden Hardy, Ballantine Beoks; New this
I can definately remember! A vYery engaging tale ef.a nebody inlove with
a Queen that gdeesn't even knew er care that he exists, that dis"until he
beginsg doing fabuleus deeds (whjich someone else tends te always get
credit‘for), and seems, to finally be headed towards his geal. The lead
qcharactgr of this boek (Aledar), seems to be stuck in his own persenal-
Kerg@;n';f the game "aggravatien"”, but he never quits trying; I'm glad
e didn't! : : : e

A HEINLEIN' TRIO, by Rebert A, Heinlein, Nelsen Doubleday Books (S.F.
Beek Club Editiénggémhisyspecial thre€-in-one editien cgntains éhe
cemplete texts of seme of Heinlein's warly '50%s novels: THE PUPPET =
MASTERS, DOUBLE STAR, 'and THE DOOR INTO SUMMER. THE PUPPET MASTERS is a
very pulpish (& fun) mixture of Sam Spade vs Aliens kind of ‘tale, that
easily cembines humer, herrer, and suspense; DOUBLE STAR is a very mov-
ing S.F. drama ef a man”hhving to impersonate seme®ne te ‘the peint oﬁ"
peppminguthem, and ﬁhen being faced with the question of whe he really
is.' A fascinating and warmly sad tale.; THE DOOR INTO SUMMER is & classic

cat Tovers., stery ef Ci\yd@enic suspension, with more twi £
a cerkscrew; a beautiful s and tearful wrap up yo’u ‘won 't forget! 8 ha{l




- THE HOUSE ON THE BORDERLAND, by William Hepe Hodgson, Freeway Press; Yes,
I really took my time getting around to reading this one, but it in many
ways was worth 'the wait; primarily because even though I've read so many
beeks nver the past few years, this volume that Lovecraft referred to as
being "a classic of the first water", still stands up as a very original
and digturb%ng story. Truly a unique-tale of time and space that ranks

with some oI the best time travel stories I've read. The descriptiens of
time rushing by are chillingvto this day. : ritonl oo <e v et

EYE AMONG THE BLIND, by Rebert P. Holdstock, Signet Beeks: Last time
around.I raved over Holdstock's NECROMANCER (which I still-say is one of
the best, things I've read in years), but this time I'll be a bit more
subdued in saying this new book is alse a very well written and original
tale, but NECROMANCER is a very hard act"to fellew, and I'@ have to give
this ene second billing between the" twe. This is still a very unusual
nevel in which yoeu have huymans en an "alien" world trying to become gne
with the native beings in order to survive. The closest parallel I.can
think ef te this one would have to be the DUNE books; and like them, I
hope this is only the beginning eof a series. e v

. THE SEEKING SWORD, by-Jaan-Kangilaski, Ballantine Boeks: Talk about

- swerds with an ege! This is one that'll kill you. Literaly. A very fine
- reworking of the sword with a purpose myth. In this case, a swerd made.

~ thousands ef years agd to avenge a-wreong, which to this day it feels it.
- must keep avenging, I'm not familiar with this auther, but I hope ta see
mere beoks in the future from the same hand. One ef the characters in .
- the book shares an office with a fellow by the name of Burleson; You -
wouldn't happen teo know something abesut swerds would you Don? = =

DAY BY NIGHT, by Tanith Lee, Daw Books: A well written tale of a nen-
restating worid, with twe entirely different civilizatiens that have no
conscieus kneyledge of each other, but*yet are interrelated in ways they
could never even dream of, This is one that will keep you womdering up
until the very end. Werthwhile reading. - ’ srit avoilsd &
BEYOND REJECTION, by Justin L%iber,iﬁallantine Books: They *say "like:
father like sen'', and .in this ‘cage happily %it's true. Thi®s is a very e
fine effort fgr a first timer from the hands of Fritz Leiber's son.

I'm sure a great many cepies of this bnek will sell %ust because of the
pepularigy of Justin's father, but under any name this is an excellent
beek. -This beok gencerns ene Ismael Forth, a male, who wakes up one day
te find out that not only has he died, but his mind new inhabits a beau-
tiful female body. How would you handle thi's situation? "Weuld you be.
angry? Upset? Turned on? Happy? ‘A little eof eacH perhaps? Read the bork
and Tind out what Ismael's reaction is; but be ferewarned; the beok reads
quite well by itself, but you'll find out at “the véry end it's on%y‘part
one of a trilngy. e ; W gmatev

CONAN THE MERCENARY, by Andrew J. Offutt, Ace Bocks: This is Andy's
well written sequel,te his earlier Conan Ang The Sorcerer. And, likefghe

first beok, the illustratiens by MAROTO .dominate th¢ begk. The artwnrk
and stery work well tngether, but I weuld like te sée mére written mat-
erial from Andy; Just for the record, in this. 190 page paperback (with
large fype), about 62 pages have artwork en,them, and abeut 16 _.mere have
enly chapter tifles ¢n them, or are blank altogetHer; t at'reafly doesn't
leave much room for the stery does it? I think I'ye 1lnst track df“hqw
many Cenan Deoks there are on my shelves right now, but I'm sure.they
must be starting to rival my Michael Moorceck YEtegnal Champion" serigs

fer space being taken up. Where will it end? .
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KING DRAGON, ‘'by Andrew J. Offutt, Ace Books: This book (another in the
series of Ace Illustrated, large type style boeks), harkens back te the.
"sward & planet” stories of the early fifties. The plet centers around
what happens to two pecple sent to a "lost world" which has enly been
visited by humans ence before in the distant past, when at that-time (
3000 years befpre. this story takes place) a group frem earth went there
te terra-ferm it and let loose animals and plants they breught with them.
The main questien has to do with what happened t» the eriginal celeny,
and why were they never heard frem-again; .and also, what kind of world
did they create? Yeu'll alse find about 5Q Esteban Marete illustrations
in this beok téo. ~

THE PATH BEYOND THE STARS, by Emil Petaja, Dell Books; This is ore of
thé beeks I decided to read recently as part of my habit ef trying te
mix my reading se that I alternate between "new" and "old" authers. -

The copyright date in this boek says 1969, but the writing style makes .
it seem that somewhere in the mid-1950's would be more accurate. The .
bepk does centain some fascinating mind travel aspects, but all in all
it deesn't have a lot to recommend it for. :

HELLSTONE, bﬁ Stoven Spruill, Playbey Paperbacks: Ah! Now here's the
sleeper e¢f the month. I've mever seen any Spruill beoks befere- finding.
this one, but I sure hopa I can find a few more. This beoks probably the
best example of hew to use the Loch Negs Monster in a stery that I've
ever gseen., This would make an excellent, and very.suspenseful movie;
The stery containg all ef the elements needed to make it a box effice :
hit : Sex, intrigue, murder, espionage, sabotage, mystery, eccult powers, °
Druids, "Nessie", adultery, meney, and enough twists and turns in the
plet te make you dizzy. Even the ending will surprise yeu. This is the
ene book I'd recommend abeve all others on this list. .

: ‘Wit pt
A WIZARD IN BEDLAM, by Christopher Stasheff, Daw Boeks: If you've had
the geod feértupe to have already read the two;Erevious beeks bx this same
auther {THE WIZARD IN SPITE OF HIMSELF)& KING OBOLD) then you'll know
you're in fer"a treat with this book, Try to imagine Stasheff writing
abeut a medieval world where everyone except the arigtecracy is a clone;
and the main charactér has been landed en the planet te help start "the
revelution". A delightful bonk from an auther that writes far teo few
boeks. A rare treat indeed. g

ALCHEMY & ACADEME, edited by Anne McCaffrey, Ballantine Books: An
interesting but nverall disapeinting anthelegy. One tale thsugh stands
eut fer all Lovécraftians, di.e., More Light by James Blish..This stp@y <
deals with a man who claims Robert W. Chambers actually had a cepy of. .
the supposedly ficticious book, ' . : : b
TH@ KING IN YELLOW, and that he - g : :

hac sent a ‘carbon copy to H.P.Lovecraft, who in turn, just befere his ,
death, sent it on to the main character in this stery. There are also a
number ef mentiens of Levecraft's "Nekronemiken" (sic). As you can :
guess, the cepy of THE KING IN YELLOW, just as with H.P.L.'s NECRONOM- .

%gg§,~§he-neve: bq read; but where would the stery be if someene didn't
Sk SYLNT 3 4 o

TA;ES FROM THE VULGAR UNICORN, edited by Rebert Lynn Asprin, Ace Books:
This velume (aka THIEVES WORLD II), is an excellent continuatien ef the .
quality of stories to be found in the first beok. I don't knew how long
;ﬁ@s sexies will last, but I'm sure that with contributors. the.likes of
: 1%%p-Jose_Farmer, David Drake, Lynn Abbey, A,E. van Vegt, and Andrew.

Fus6 futt, Jjust to name a few, I'm hoping it'll be a very long time.
on't read this beok theugh until you've read THIEVE'S WORLD first.
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THE YEAR'S BEST “HORROR STORIES SERIES VIIT, edited by Karl Edward Wagner,
Daw Beeks: A rather uneven,.Qut overall worthwhile anthelogy. Anthologies,
as a rule for me *tend to be uneven; primarily bescause it's very difficult
to find an editear who's taste in so far as the "best of the year" matches
my pwn on a more than hit and miss basis. TER
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A FEW PERSONAL COMMENTS srf 114 "

. ‘f", >

Michael Reden-- I just wanted to let you knoew I did appreciate your.
very timely "Faith in the E.0.D." flyer; Thanks! ; ‘ :

William Pugmire-~- Ah, Cap'n Frogmarsh, %is indeed & pleasure to have you
back in eur hallewed halls again. As I'm deing far more than once in this
issue, let me apologize for net returning your missive; I'm now about a---
yoear behind on cerrespendence, and it isn't .a reflection on my feelings !
fer my friends. I just haven't been able to get myself into a letter
writing mpod since about last August. Hepefully I'll get my shit to- * |
gether seon!

S.T.Joshi~- To.ynru goo6d éir, a very hearty welcome to'the‘group,‘anQ a
"Hi, hew are you?%, ! : : " : v

Donald R. Burlesen>-" Dear Cemetarius-Nighterawler (or wads that Necrophag-
ieus Strawsucker), I"m vety, very happy to-have 'you jrining us at last.
I'm even wearing my YOG SOTHOTH SAVES butten .right now in celebration.
When I get through typing this zine I think Jean-and I will find a
ceuple of really long straws and have a feast in the name of Burleson &
Cthulhu (at least that's what I'll tell them when they catch us in' the
act in the lecal cemetary of ripe goodies). S

David Orene-- The color phéto was a nice teuch! Thanks from all ofgps!

Bernadette Bosky-- Dear B.B., To you above all ethers.do I owe an apol-
gy, and a thank you. I ewe you an apelogy because I premised you a lgt-
ter and some snapshots that I ewe you, and to date have failed te sen
them; I have no &xcuses other than laziness and procrastination. In
September of last year I put the snapshets and some ether things I s
wanted te send to you in a jiffy bag, and then on Sept. 30th. I began
writing a letter to yeu to go with the snapshots in the same package.
Over the next couple 8f days I wrote seven pages of the letter, ang
then fer some reasen I let the whole thing sit on my desk until this b
- day (4-26-81). What really makes me feel werse than ever about this is
the fact that Jean and I were very tight with our moeney this last s
Christmas, and had decided to net buy any presents at all, and so we ;
had eur decerations up, but we hadn't put anything under the tree; that
is until just a cAuple of days before Christmas we got a package from
B.B. which tontained several cassette tapes of music and eld radjo shows,
with each cassette individually wrapped in Christmas paper; and se as it
turned aut we did have presents under the tree after all thanks tu .B.B.!
I hepe that by making this apology public, yeu'll fergive me for my long
gilence B.,B.. And I hope to finally get ysur package te you right away!
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- THE F. HOFFMANN PRICE PETITION- RESULT
Just for the record, to date only Graeme Flanagan has returned any
signatures to me frem the petitions I sent through the <E.0.D&. WIf you
can't get any signatures yourself, please give your petitions.te someone
in other a.p.a.s or to someone going to a con where thegaﬁollect some! !!




