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Having first duly sworn an cath as con attached sheet
. )

\_ﬁc.le.c:"ed- 4
. 4859/

and in uwccordance with the prccedure followed in my country

I -heroby depnrse as follows.

I, I am YAGASAKI, Setsuzo. I am an ex-major general

and up to the time cf the end of the War, I was serving

in the defense of the Tokyo area. At present I live at

Haruki, Tecgo-Mura, Lichi-Gun, Aichi Prefsocture, and am

engaged in farming.




|
O T g sl gt it

DEF., DOC, #2460

11, From August 1931, when Gen. ARAKI was appointed

Chief of the Geneoral Affairs Dopartment of the

Inspectorate ~Genoral of Military Training, to the time

he left the above post to become War Minister, I

lsorved as adjutant captain in the Inspectorate-

Gensral. Fron Jsmnzegyy 1934 to March 1836, when

his exoellenocy entered the weeewwss, I served (as major)
under the ceneral as adjutant to the Nilitary Councillor.
Again from April 1932 te Januery 1934 I served under

the gensral, who was theon Wgr Minister, as a member of

the Perscnnel Bureau, of the ™War Ministry.

1 g 3 G From August, 1930 tec April, 1932 I served as ad Jutant

$o €ndeilidfiiky Conerdlliffaligalepdrimoidrd? tRE2Ihe
spectorata~Goneral, wnoss pPOST Was ocoupled during tho
above periond suedoseively by Gen. HAYASHI, ARAKI and
KAWASHIMA. The duty of the Chief of the General Affairs
Department waes to assist the Inspeotor~3nneral and

to tnke charre of all affairs coming ander the Jjuriscdiction
of the Inspectorate=-General. Therefcre it was an extremely
busy post. For instanca. hd srdpo; had to go on trips

to inspect mancuvers, army schcols and various other
training insti%utioneg all ovor the ocouatry. In addition

to thig, the Chief of the General Zffairs Department con-

aurirenyly held the post of Chairman of the Permanont
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Exemination Committoo for Army Cadets and as such had
to discharge the oxtromely exacting dut;éa concerning
the examination of the Junior and senior students of
varicus army schoels, fhorofo;e he did not attend any
cenfaronces held by tho War Ministry, the Gemeral Staff,
atc., excont in cases where the subject matter concerned
military education, _

Goneral ARAKI asgsumad thé post of Chief of the
Goneral Affairs Dopartmont of tho Inspoctorato=

Gonerel 6n 15 August, 1931, Although he romained

in this post but for less than four maﬁths, by the time
he was promcted to Yiar Ministor he had almvét finished
his insnacticn tour, having bogun his visits to schools
and manaﬁveré under his jurisdiction at a very early
period of his toarm of office. Thoseqsohocls, in-
cluding tho Military Aoademy, numberod moro than ten and
waore net all situated in Tokye, but doﬁtad all cver the
country as far as Kyushu., Inasmuch as the goneral made
dotailed insnoctions, his trips roquired mrro than the
usadl time. For instance, on the occasion of his visit
tr the Cavalry Schecl in Chiba, which was only about a

throe hours rdde from Tokyc, he spont the previcus night

h-:r P
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at a placo nﬁnr the school, and,-aftor hearing detailed
oxplanatiecns from the responsible party made his in-
6po3vion -on the following dey. Therefore it was already”
in the middle of October when he finished his vigits in
the Toxyce sgrea,

Late in Cectober he made visits tco schools of the
cutiying localitiess 4t about the samec time ho made a
trip of two wooks in crder te propare and carly out
special communication maneuvers. On finishing this,
he went to Kumamoto to assist at tho speciad grand
manouvers held thero. As scon as he returned to Tokyo,
he was cppnrinted War Minister. A greater part of his
time was thﬁs wpont cutsicde of Tckyoe. Therefore the
Monchurian Incidont which broke out at that time wmas qQuite a
news to himrand cf which he first learped, liko othor
perple; from the newspapers., |
IV s At thé tire of the Octtboé Inciéent_Gen. ARAKI
and I woros busy making preparati-ns for a trip to
Kumamoto te inspasct the Instructbrs' School thore. At

about 4 p.m., heowover, when the general made a coustesy

call teo the War Minigtsr's cfficial resicdence, he was

=S — -_4'......-..-:_...----&-..;1
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told by Wurvﬁinistcr MINAMI and Gen. KANAYA, Chiof or

the Ceneral Staff, about the occurrence, and wes asked to

g0 to gusll the incident. Therseupcn tho general
wont to the War Ministry and stayed theome until late
at night finally succeseding in smoothing away the

situncsicne Ee came back homse at dawn,on&fd so the

scneduled trip was oostpomdi’. On that cccasien

he told me that the substance of the matter proved

to po that soma of tho younger rPficers in tho General
Stuf? who wore irritated at tho aﬁrfupt state of the
political world had made a ormmen plan to carry out

a reform and thet although he finally succesdod in
dissuading them from the plan, the situation was vary
difficult irnasmtmoh as tho said cPficers were all men of
naive character.

¥ On the merning of 13 Dscombar, as I remember, he
phened mo that he was joing to visit Mr. INUKAI's.

Thersupen I accompanled hime Aftor a fow minutesg' talk

with ldre INUKAI, he went to the r~fficianl residonce of the:

ar ¥inistzr to talk with tho Var Ministoer, the Chief of
the Gsnersal Staff an? tho Inspecter-Ganeral of Military
Sucaticne AfSer that ho want again tn Mr. INUKAI's.

In tho afternccn, he was nppointed War Minister in a

PRp— ——

Nl = s i -




D3F. DOC. 32460

corcmony of installatinn by His Majosty. It happened so
succealy that we were vory busy with various arrangsmonts
and liaiscn services. I did net continue to attend hinm
affer he became War Minister.

1 - In Ppril, 1932, I managed personnel mattorg.qg

a momﬁer of the Personncl Affairs Bureau of the Var |
Ministry. . The Ministor believed, in consideration of
various incidents which had fdsequontly happenod by that
time and of the aggravation cof the intornal condition of
the cruntry, that it was no dovdbt a matter of roal
necossity to soloct men cof character as’tﬁe commanders of
armed forcas in order to introduce such a reform into the
Japanese army that it would becoeme upright in its
exisience~--an army excelleont in its high moral virtues.
Sv the Gorarel, unlike his proedocessors who ugsed to

apprcve pmecrrel recommendatirns as they were submitted
from tho Personacl Affairs Bureau regarding ccmmanders

of the lowor classes ordered his staff tec bo careful in
the salectinn of tho lower officers, such as the company
cemmandars, otc..

As ho was vory careful abtout the problem, those who

were of excelldnt character beocome to be appointed com~-

mancders.,
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vViT, | For twn_years from January, 1934, I was adjutant
te the Gagoral, who thoen was a military councillor.

A% that %Zdmo, the fact that the plans which ho had
nlenrzd feormerly for natiecnal policy were not put into
practicsy either by tho Government by th; Armj, made him
anricus constantly. He was quite dif®srent in his
opinion from other men of importance in the Government
at the time. The Military Council was a peecetimo pool
for rosorving army commanders for war~time. The members
had¢ no duty nor business of spocinl importance, and there
was ne formal mesting during the pericd the General hold
the post. Tho details »f the meeting, even when it was an
infrrmnl sescion, were nrt disclesed te newspaper-men.
VIIiI, . The General was very earnost in instructing
yrung rfficerse But he sorvereoly scolded and_warﬁed any
young officer whe broke the 1aw of justice and moral
ohlige%iom:-, The Genoral made it his principla to
woloome everyono whe came to him @nd not to pursue those
who M:mym him. Heo frankly talkod abcut his helieDs.

with everyocno whe visited him tc hear his opinicn.

He usnd to says "Japan is no closed country now, Japan

has intorcourse with the worlde So our first duty is to
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know the conditions of the werld and to refine our
personality; be Broadminded and do not be narrow",

IV, At the timo tho so-called 2-26 Incident brokewnut
cut, he wont to the Imperial Palace to see the Em-

porer; nos soon as ho was informed by the KEMPEI-TAI

of the ooccurronce. On our ride tr the Palaoce, he said to
me as followss "If I had taken more effective steps in
the instructicn of the young officars, they would

net have boen misled by the "oivi&ians" (meaning by this
expressicn tho authors of the Incidont othor them soldiers

in active servioce). It is a matter for doep regrot.";

and "The authrrs of the Incidont a?e usurpers cf the
Imporial prercgative cof military command. They are the
ruin of our Imperial army"™. Tho®o words imﬁreasod me so
doeply that I still remember thom Quito distinctly.

X. In speafing of tho naticnal. character of the
varirus'pcfplcs of the world, he used to rafer in landatory
terms to the sobrig%tcand refinement of the English-

men, the frentior gpirit - and practical enterpriso of the

Americans, the broad and good heart of the Russians,

the sereonity and generosity of tho Chinese, the patriotism
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of thalFrenchmon, the organizing capacity and diligence
oft tpoG;rmana. Above all B@ praised the Swede for their
warm and pure heart which kept their coﬁntry free from
thriveg. He tanght us that if we were to be citizens of
the world, we had to adcpt these merits of other penplés.
At the same time, he was always dosir;us ts have Japan

becemo a ccuntry with merality oven figher than that of

Swadene.

On this B8th day of Sopt., 1947

At

e ——

DEPONENT YAGASAKI, Setsuzo (soal)

I horeby cortify that the above atatement was sween

by the Depcnet, who affixed his signature and seal

theretc in tha presence of this witness,

On the same date

At

e et

Witnesss (signed) HASUOKA, Komed (seal)

OATH

In accordance with my ccnscience I swear to tell the
whole truth withholding nothing and adding nnthing,

/a/ YhGASAKIz Setsuzo (seal)
=
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