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HEADQUARTERS .
UIITTD STATES ARMY FORCES IN THE FuR RLST
OFFICT OF THC SWFF JUDGE LADVOC..TS
(W.R CRII®S BRINCH)

4.P,0, 501
9 April 1945

| SUBJECT:  Report of War Crimes Branch on the Investigation of the
- s+llcged wmrder of Filipino Civilians at Dapdap, Ponson
_ Island, Cawotes, Islands, Cebu Province, Philippine Islands,
' - by the Imperial Japanese -srmy on 29 Uecember 19440

TO + The Judge sdvocate General, War Crimes Office, Washington
SE%D. . O,

11. SVIDICE:

u Brielly swmmarized, the evidence adduced by the Iavestigntor-
Lxaminer is to thc effect that:

+t approximately 9100 o'clock December 29, 194}, a patrol of
about 50 Japaacse saldiers, including two officers, entered the barrio
of Dapdap, Yonson Island, Camotes Islands, Fhilippinc Islands. On
arrival, the soldiers, with the aid of two interpreters, Gmilio ungos
and S?fio Itoas, who ware leter killed by the Japanese (R. lL,16), went
| throughout the village commanding 211 families to gather at the tomn
| plaza immediately. 1t wms explained that the purpose of the meeting
was to issua passos to the inhaebitants so they could be identifiecd and
would not be molooted by other Japaiese soldiers passing through. .t
first the pcopls were rcluctant to exceutae the order; however, arfter
baing told thcy would be shot for non-compliamce, they rendily obeyed.

Be 11315413,22,24,28,30,32,35,37,33,40,41 45 ,47,48,50)
awer. 4 11315113422,21,28,30,32,35,37,38,40, 41,45 47,43 ,5

-0 l “hortly after arriving ot the plaza, the people, numbering
abogt four or five hundred, wer. ordered to group themselves in families
B - ~eam2hdg congregote in the church so they would be unobserved fram a planc
o whg&l: wig heard in the vicinity. Tho excuse giveon wms that they night
_—{ ] rafed. The people followed out the instructious wi thout delay.
G Ouc Jupanese officer sat aser the altar while the sccond statioued him-
3 sclf et the doar. (R, 26) The former then called them to order, znd
gh the interpreters, asked if anyaone had seen or knaw tho where-
aboups of throe uwerican soldiers who wore supposed to have laaded on

S f the faland that woraing, -1 replied in the acgative. He then directed
all fraas Ccbu to raise their hands. 4 few hands, probebly not mecre taan

five or six, were shown. Likewise, he inquired who was from leyte end
00 hauds were raised. Finally, he asked tho wes from Yapdnp ~ud prac-

@u cll signified they were. (R, 2,5,15,23,25,28,32,35,38,40,42,50)

| Jy this time it was c2lmost 12100 o'clock so, &t the
£t of the people, the interpreters eskod permission from the
offi in charge to return to their homes for food. He consented
—p bu ctec them to depart one family at a time, accampm ied by
S 4 f0ier guards who would secrch their homes, Sech faaily was then
. S t‘&lﬂjo
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form in line. (Rl2'315l6|30!32l38i39lh2la5|h7)

4 ‘wee® The Fortunato family (last name unkmom) from Cobu, ms
e st %o leave, It was first ou o regisiratioa 1list of civilion

ents provioualy prepared by the Jupnucso., «s coon as the

~aged :mtsid.‘:.. their hands wero tied ond thcry vere led QY. (H-l.2.6)
nly oac saa, Farfidio, survived. (&, 7) shortly thereafter, the Japancse
soldiers returned oud led cnother frmily group nmy. (R, 3)
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trs, Fabiana Morslos and her three children followed, ond
about three hundred yards from the church, their hands werc ticd
behind them, =xcept iMrs. borelos' whose hands were tied in front
beonuse she wes holding her nursing child. Proceeding a 1littlo
further, two Japoncse guards bogan boyonetting them onc after the
other, onec bayonet thrust passing completely througi the baby's body
into krs, sorelos' side, she being the only member of the family to

escape alive. (R, 32)

Fivo Japanese soldiers then took out the Candido Rollo family
°f eight. &bout five hundred yards from the church thoy werc tied and
bayonctted, four being killed and the renaining four rcceiving may
serious mltiple wounds. The wife, Dolores, rcceived nine woundss
She wns holding in her arms her deughter, Maxima, age threc years,
when one Jop soldicr thrust a bayonet through the child into the mother's

left breast. (Re 40-43)

Basilio Gocela's family of seven was conducted to a place
about one half kilameter away wherc they were tied and bayoncttcd by
the Japancse guards. 411 were killed, except the sixteen year old
daughtcer Perpetua, who wis wouinded in four different placas. (R, lﬂ)

Boeause the church was filled when scven menbers of the
Luconas fardly arrived at the plaza they were teken to n nearby house
by six Japanesc soldicrs, and later to 2 banona grove, where all srere
tied nnd six were killed by bayonet stabs. While theothers were being
bound the daughter, Paulita, broke away nnd esccped but was shot atb
aevera.} times. (R, 37,33)

wfter several femilies had been disposed of by individuul
unito, groups of threec or more families werc ordered fram the church

colleotively. (R, 6.7)

.t cbout one o'clock in the uftarnoon the Teofila Gocela
family of nine wembers, and three othor families, all living in the
hills ndjaccat to tho towm, were brought dovn =zad placed in the church,
st ghich tims it was helf-fillad., They were accorded tae swue treat-
nent as the others they joiaed, Shortly thereafter the family was
trken therefram, their hands tied behind their becks, and led o a
shed in the near vicinity, where o1l vere tied to one post and niae
Japanesc soldiers began their work of carnage by bayonetting tae victims
in their backs. The mother saw her eighteea months old deughter
killed by = bayonet tihrust which disamboweled hoer. She saw thenm
kill her son Dominador, aged four. They alsc beyonetted the
remaining seven, after which the ropes tying them to the post werc
cut and Mrs. Coccla fell to the ground uncoaseious. (R, 8,9
Latar, one of the soldiers placed a lighted cigarette on Ler right
teuple to detormine if she were still alive. OShe did wot iove end
feigned deati. 7The guards then wip.d their bloody beyonets on the
victims' clothes, covered the bodies with banana and coconut leaves,
and departcd. Her son Francisco, seventeen ycars old, wWio was
asunded in elevea places, roused himsalf and untied the hmds of the
six who were living, hid them in the thick grese, and went {n search
of o house, but upon returning found that two had died. The rewein-
iag four went with him to o nipa hut wherc taey subsioted for four
d~ys on unripe bananas ond without wotcer. Froncisco died two doys
later, the osthers remainiug two doys longer when the stench of his
deooaposing body foreed them to move. (R, 9) The survivors weat
t> Babay, Leyte, cnd were hospitnlizcd., #as. Gocele alsd sww the
bayaotting of her brother's family of seven, nmaed Luccuas, eall of
whaw were killod except the sevan year ald doughter Victaria,. (R. 9)

The Lecsou fanily of six mesbers anc thireec other fardlies
were Porued duts a group of about tweaty, whose Laands vere tied
together, and led to a house iu the barris. «rriviag therc the Jap
galdlers fixed their boyonots, The vietias knelt oa the floor
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pleading for mercy, the father oven begging to be o servant for the
Jepancse, but their supplications were ignored and they were seb

upon mnd bayonetted, Of this fauily only the thirteen yocar old
drnghtor Jormn and ler brothsr Nieolas, sge eight, survived. The
father wng severcsly wounded and died cight days later, (R, 6-7-10-12)

- The Cornelio Tanza family group of twenty-five, including
several nursing babies, was conducted to o bushy area end bayonctted,
Of this entire group only four survived, cach of whom suffered nuricrous
wounds, Oornelio crawled into o coconut grove, and because of his
veakened esndition was foreed to stay for four days subsisting on
water clone, (Hl 30.31; P: 2, X 6 of =%, J’-b) '

The third group of approxinately twenty, including the Jorge
Mori family of four, was led into the woads about one huindred yards
away to o house where the soldicrs ordered the mea to cxxe forward and
be tied., Likowise, viomen ond children were then brought forward and
the entire group was bayonctted. Cnly two esceped alive, Jorgs Mari
and an old lady by the name of Cornelic, last namc not kinowa, and they
t50 hod beon bayonetied and severely injureds b, Mari witncssed the
killing of his wife and two childron, tha latter nged 3 years and 2
nonths respectivelye. (R, 23)

ngdalens Jaballa and four of his children werc in o group,
all of whx. were ticd a short distance from the church and then taken
about three hundred yoxds furthor where they wore halted and bayonctted.
Tws of these children werc killed and anothor died latcr of his wounds,
while f:}tlt ~f his sther childron, apparently in another group, were
killed 4n the sane doy. Magdalend received cleven wounds. (R. 38,40)

When the church was about half erptied (R, 13,45) the
reoaining pesple became apprehensive of thelr lives. Some saw blood
running out of a nearby shack (3.2). n few noticed the soldiors washing
their bloody boyonots at the nrtesimm well nearbty (R, 25). end others
sbserved that as som as the fanilies were token outside they were
shacklod with ropes. Tutiquio lucanas then urged those recmining
to fight for their lives ond attapt an cscope whareupon he picked
up a rock, hurled it at the coxr guard, hitting hin on the head,
and knooking him to the ground, He also rushed another gard but
w08 killed in his bid for frocdon, Mony then made a brenk for the
daor and were rochine-gunned indiseriminately ar stcbbed with boy-
onets. (3. 25) Saveral pleaded nnd begged for nercy, but o ud
aveil. The church resounded with the weils and cries of the wounded
and thosc who feared death was irmineat. (R, 15) Saio cscaped and
werc killed by rifle and mechine gun fire while running townrd the
beach, <& very amll nucber escaped unscathed and found safoty in
the seca anc swanps. (R, h9) Most of the victiiis showed nuierous
stab wounds, somc babics in their uothers' arms were run through
and the blados possed into the bodies of the mothers. One woman
was found who had given premature birth to a baby and its dead body
as beside her. (R. h9-51) inother victin, while pleading for
sercy fraa the Jop officer at the altar, was struck by a sabre
wielded by his, sevoring his shoulder and resulting in faediate
death. (R. 13-16, 27-29, 46-51)

Tash time the soldicrs returned frou esearting 2 faully to
its doxa they talked with the officers and all laughed ag if it were
a gala 2ccosion., The officer at the altar kept enoking whilec the
ossacre was going on nnd gave orders froo tire to tine. One officer
perticipatod in the bayonetting. (R, 3,6,23,27.:31.46; Ex. 13 of Ex. A)

“bout three or four 2'clock in the aftemoon, after covering
thoir victins with bonnna and coconut leeves, the Jeps doparted.
(Rl 2.?’9] Bx. 12 o 2!' ‘5)

L. #l,“-*‘“ "--4- -_.p-:. B
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The wounded, both fron the church and fanily groups, after
recovering sone strength, went to the surrounding swaips and Jjungles.
Sarie wore so woak they had to crawl. They contacted fricnds and rel-
atives and by various nnd devious neans crossed “the sct individually
and in groups to Babay, loyte, Philippine lslainds, where thoy were
hospitalized. Later, somc of the wounded died. fR. 2,3 ,5—9,11,13.16.

23126,28,31,32,36439+47+42,45,47:49,51)

On 30 Decerber 194) Cirinco Labiste and his brother, Scrgio,
were nt Sen Juan, Pilar, Ponson Island, and hearing of the nassacre,
procceded imziedintely to Dapdap to look for their faiily. On the way
they met their father, two sistors, aund three brothers. One sistor
was in mmch pain emused by two bullet wounds in her bock. Froceeding
alone to the barrios, Ciriaco saw many cdead bodies in the church piled

on top of each other and the reiwnins of approxinately onchundred
lying outside, anong which were the badics of his mother and one brother.

(Re 43, 4

On 16 Jaauary 1945, Captain Gonzals R. Sievert, Dxzecutive

Officer of the 94th Regisent, 92nd Division, P.i,, accanpanied by Ma jor

Pote W, Scott, PCAU o, 15 Dotachiwnt, Oaptain Henry L. Guire, Sth Lir

Force, nnd a Sergeant Williana ¥Young, photographer of the 7th Infantry

Division, were ordered by a task faorce caiiander, Colonel Vinlker, 182nd
Infantry, 7th Division, U. S, amy, to proceed to Maplap, noke en inves-
tigation, end dispose of the dead bodies. Before arriving at the town

they met three survivars of the debacle, all of whon gave evidence of
punersus wounds. approaching the town the foul odor of dead badies

filled the air. Thay looked in twdo huts end saw approxinately 30 to 50

and 15 t9 20 bodies respectively in a bad state of decarposition.

Dogs end other =~nirals had caten awoy large portions of the bodies

neking it difficult to escertain whother they were nen, wonan ar childrenj
hosever, the preasmce of long hair and simll skulls indicated that there
were saeof the ) vter in the groups. Froceeding further iato town they
{nspected huts en route ocnd Hum sinilor condl tlons existicg. arriving
at the church they saw about 1N0 bodies scattered on tho gmund in ad
around the dbuilding, about half of wich were inside, and visible fron
tho doorwgy» Here too. the dogs, hogs and Sthar m ima 8 had devoured parts
of the bodies. about S5CO0 yards narth o tho church thoy <& scorved BppProxi-
pately 50 to 60 dead bodies unler on acacia tree, dll in an advanced state
of decapasition, Several dogs md pigs were anting the razalins, end
chickens picking the bones. They counted 230 deod ml estin ted therc were
500 dead badies in md arounc the barrios. (R 17-19) The photogrophar
took various pictures, one of a shock where dend could be soen in the door-
way, others showing the conditions insl de mdoutside the church, one of
nuaoras Qead bodies in a lme o short d stance awny, and one of n decon-
?oacd body tied to the trunk of & tree and identified as wentin Morelos,
R, 9, 20, 217 2x. 2,3,4 of Bx. &) '

One of the badics showm in Rxhibit 19-1 of Lxhibit « was
{ceatified eas that of o nm known as "Mamy"; in Exhibit 19-7 of Lxhiblg
« nnother body wes thet of & nm naned "Pecong'. (R, 4, 6

Oxhibit 1 of Sxhibit & is o translation of nn undated carpany
wder cnptured an Ponson Island on or ebout 18 Jmunry 1945, which directs
tiiet the tom of Pilar be exteridinated at 24N, and sub-paragraph 5, pare-

graph IV precites the platoon fornctions. Opposite the 2nd Platoon
appears tho new "Eurazawe.' This exhibit also contains a trauslation of

2 diary, belonging to either an oificer Or sergeont .njor, 4th Corpany,
swponization not stated, showing the following entry! "29 Doc Lj -~ Dapdap

?co 1on, Dsporanza 150 on. Couplotion of subjugation. parted San
31@3..

"'
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Page 5

Witnosscs tostificd that there wore two officors with the Jrpanesc
soléicrs at the church. The one nt tho altar was tall, large, with a 1loag
face, heavily beardcd, clipped hadr ~nd about 4O years of age. He wore
spoctacles, a long sabre, revolver and a unifoma with a pateh on each
breast 7ith stars set- upon a backgrauad of rod lines. (R. 27, 33) The
sther, = Captain Cruzawa or burazawa, was of rejsular hoight, beardless aad

wore 2 eap with flapping back, coiiion to the Japanesc soldiers, a sabre
aad stars upoa his unifori. (R, 26) Oane officer wns killed by a civilian
at th~ church. (R, 7) g .
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