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INTERROGATION NO 400

Division of Origin: Military Analysis Divisig
Subject: Electronics

Person interrogated and background:

Dr. YAGI, Hideji — Former president
ventor of the YAGI Antenna. At present the

Where interrogated: Meiji Bldg

Interrogator: Col Haller
Lt Corey
Dr Pickering

Interpreter: Mr. Nishlyama

SUMMARY :

Dr. Yagi declared that allocatlion of scientific research ss well &s
allocation of war orders was in a generasl state of confusion in Japan.

Regearch wes in so poor a condition of plenning that many of the resesrch
projects that had no connection with the war were continued as television.
Japan pursued a policy differen& from the Uyited States, Yagl declared, by
allocating very little research to private laboratories.

University professors influenced the ermy and navy only in so far as
the personnel of the army and navy 1sboratories were former students. The
latter often returned to request advice from their former instructors on
thelr scientific projectis.

To eliminate this bettleneck of lack of planning, Yoagi, said that he
brought about a scientific policy division which had several subsections.

The purpose of the group which was composed of both the militvary and cleil
wae to consider, pass on, and apportion scientific research. This group,
however, did not have much power nor very much support from the milltary.
Beceuse of distrust of this committee by the millitery, a Technical Adminis-
trative Committee was created on a higher echelon. Civilians were added to
this group to consider the more technical aspects thet came before the Board.

An additional sore spot in the committee was the lack of cooperation
displayed by both the army and navy. Dr. Yagi declared that an admiral wes
quoted as saying that he would rather yield to the enemy than to the army.
The same statement was attributed to a general as far as the navy was concerned.

To add to the confusion in the production end, Dr. Yagi declared thet
the Army, Navy, Munitions Ministry (which handled the contracts for bearings
for the alr forces) end to e very linited extent the eivilians were conpeting
without plan for victory for the productive power of the country.

Military scientific personnel, Dr. Irgl felt were too conservetive and
inelined to fall into army ruts of being overcsutious and fearful of recrim-
jnation from above. Besides, non-technicel arny men were in charge of sci-
entific laboratories.

Scientific Projects

During the wer, Dr. Yagi pointed out thet two infra-red techniques were
tried: (1) A self-seeking bomb for ships, (2) Nocturnel visilon. |

Col Normras of the Scientific Technicel Section was working on the first,
end Prof Kstonow with the Kyoto University was working on the latter at Tokyo
Shibsura factory.

Dr. Yazi did not know of any sdvice given by Germany on any technical
gsubject save the armor piercing bulkt. He did, however say that an electron-
ice committee visited Germany. A Dr. Ito represented the Naval Technicel
Research Lab; Col Sataki represented the Tame Research Lab.
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research for the military according

The nain universities inJapan doing
Kyoto Imperial, and Sendal

to Dr. Yagl were Tokyo Imperial University,
Inmperial.
Again and agein, Dr. Yagi pointed out bitterly thet technicael personnel
take new steps. Tho air corps, he

in the Jap labs were in & rat aftald to
Put in the navy for exanple, the

however did admit was very progressive.
personncl were mch more interested in bigeger craft and bigger guns.

Dr. Yagi's first introduction to our radar was nhis being celled to the

ninistry to give an account
Gen Sugiyama wanted an inve
through overcas$.

Yagi pointed out that there were Wwo navel

seven arny leabs.
He knew of two types of redar absorbing naterials. More information
could be secured from the Naevy at Megro,end slso et Ueda in the Nigeno

Prefecture.
The only proximity fuse of which Yagl hed knowledge was the magnetic

torpedo, and the magnetic depth cherge.
Yagi pointed out four things in electronics for fulfillment in the fu-

ture:
1., Ignition killer: This was somewhat successful but frequency

mast be changed for variable distance of spe

sheild cen also defeat the efforts.

2. Death rays 80cm wes used to {11 a rabbit in & few ninutes,
ot 2 gulnea pig was heated up end went to sleep. Autopsy onh the rebbit
indiceted thet the brein tigsue wae destroyed by the VHEF wave.

from a distance. Experiment with

3. Detonate stored expkosives
high frequencies was mede at long distance On dynemite, put latter proved

too stable. ¥agl suggests the introduction of @ neutron.
4. Employ a beam O conduct electric current: Experiment has proved

that an ultrae violet beam mey COrTy current o o small extent.

rescarch 1aboratories and
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