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SPEECHES MADE BY CATHAL O'SHANNON AT Tk
FIRST SESSION OF. THE THIRD DAIL HELD ON

;)

i
% H |

r. Cathal () 2 P OLIUY LABOUR NOT SATISFIED. | Nl N 'LEG Al FORM
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l annon (Louth-Meath) was .
4150 r indistinc eard. He said there Mr. O’Shannon said that the Labour Party

were far more urgent questions facing them werc not shtisfied with the President’s state- LABOUR DOES NOT STAND

than even the Constitution. There had ment. The President had not answered any

been a certain: amount of the questions that were propounded to him FOR AMBUSHING
L Of r ¢ dl’ ] & . : L - i
rcontrlbuted to by members of + azp‘;fan g on Saturday. He had given information that

indicat; - REaeOs day which nobody in Ireland had ever heard Mr. 0’Shannon _(Lab.), having first
indicating that the business of that Dail was before. He (tho Dresident) bad ftold them that S gt

' , ten in Iris 1 1t eputy John-
_Fto be to a certain extent formal. But there a declaration of war had been made by the AR e AR G nelt.}:e:i ]}3]'1?1 Styood for
,era.s 4 matter of the life and death of hun- Bepublican forces on England. Why wak noti PN ]101'.‘(1105@ 0 S DD lund 1-1'1'
dreds, of thousands of people, through causes that fact published before now? '- | ambushing (hear, hear), murder, plunde '
of the war, and other causes outside the (. He referred to the ‘‘ pact ” that was entered’| |or looting. TLast week when a depuly.

‘war, and that concerned the whole House . Into  between the two sides previous to the DLl s i tion to legalise action
o , g orward a motion to lega
and the whole country. They wanted a  June election, gnd alleged that, there had been against all those things, they were pre-

_definite .answer from the deputy nominated i%‘;?hn%;ﬁ; Lﬁagd%&ne%ppoﬁiim?o Osfiglé?enggfg pared to back that legalisation. Bu:t wth 0
as President. Was the new Executive now | of condemnation of that pact, or the panel, a Minister came down with a resolution

. : : £ Jeir 2 ‘hen
coming into power going to'take a war or a 'or the Ard Fheis agreement? The pact ‘had. such as they: had ‘before, them,' and whej
Peace policy ? If they %vere going to take a been broken, and it was done in Drrlerptha,t-tl‘ie' he wanted the Dail a]_:ld the rpgo&l]e ]%Ot}éﬁ
war pO]iCy, they would know exact,ly where dominant p.i_?..'l;ty in. the COUI]tl‘j' should retmn\ cmlntl'_}r_to l}(.‘ll;E‘Vﬁ that 1]1&} }}35, @rp I]JI;Q,"
they all were. They would’ hive ‘war mea- 1ts dominance. - Until the bombardment 6f" the ?“‘51 *b‘?"ft me‘tn.m:l 0fr lega 1"’11{"‘07 3”.3 L e
Sures, and war regulations and restrictions Four Cousgs there was the utmost friendliness sures they might have to take against.

A . 111 M~ . . ' . " L d

between the two parties d the niochts irregulars, looters, or murderers, he anc

Wwo , . ) paruvies, and even on the night : | e s . A
othi]rdhgggba*?ly e C_.a.lled for. If, on the - Proceeding theyattack on the Four Courts, officers: | his party were against it, and }191 C}}ﬂ{ |

¢ It Was going to be a peace opera- ' of both armies ‘were fraternising with. one, lenged the legal gentlemen present to jus-

tion, then it must be a peace operation. At another until 2 o’clock in the morning. | Why./ tify it from a legal or constitutional point:
the moment there were hundreds of non- was the country not told of these facts? | of view. ‘ '
combatant persons in jalls and in camps who He was not speaking on behalf of the Re.' In as flippant a speech as ever he heard,
had been arrested without warrant or au- publicans, but on behalf of the population of | the Minister who moved the motion told.
thority, detained without any investigation thf counftrj’i who were the sufferers fromy the fl]ilgmnggt to ;:;u_u;bble .ﬂb}ﬁ“t Iﬁgahgt;?ﬁ'ed 1{3
or trial, or 1 ' : action of the two armies while these thingg | ‘ want- 1o -quibble; he W ;

R occ:asion:]t;snt]:g;] t?zfc}’{”i' A?)?*Iil‘]letc;f ;’29{2 were kept hidden. He »-"ed | .whothar by !ls!'lck to realies. He had a great {ulnﬂrat:‘
the heads of the then Hseadtics ond Shtid not that action was war or a. police | tion for manfr of the men and officers o

: operation. Who was going to pav for all t} :Ithe army, and perhaps for none more than
niumber  of questions. One of the | destruction and ruin %:hat waspt%roughf? le ‘the Minister for Defence, but he wanted

’r

questions Was whether  there  was (Mr. O’Shannon) knew that the working classes  them to remember that, with all their
@ code of regulations of the army. They would have;t6 pay their share in blood: and great and good qualities, the composition

were told that, at the time, there was no money. They deplored the deaths that had and origin of the army wasdpl_'ﬂctically the

such code and a suggestion was made that been caused by the deliberate shooting by both HEV RO "T’ the composition an
- L] L L] - e L I & r - ’

,the relations between the civilian and the sides. [ s A B

i

origin of the

military should be defined. THesel wwaracall Could he be told how long the war was ooing "NOT QUALIFIED AS JUDGES.

ouestions that reamnir : s to last? He feared it would take many years m R e |
S that required ymmediate attention. It put down the irregular forces, whose abiae T'he old I.R.A.- was trained to fight in a

THE ARMY AND THE PEOPLE was to obstruct the Dail and prevent the Free particular guerilla way, and required cer-

Fr_om day to day, they had been getting - State from fUHCJFIOHmB- tmrnl_;lierﬁnf]]t'etmrmllttlfs f]‘n]a{t were dnotldt‘he
lnothmg but chaos for the last two or three LANDLESS MEN. duaciiies tihal went to make'a good soldier

| _ linary, long-established, regular
weeks, and the reason was that somebody ' bl : . s Ord( ust ‘h t] h 1' t that
had not sat down and taken the proper way e Eresident had said, nothing about the e ibann i the i e AR 5

FRA : training, the ability or the experience in
to do jt: _They claimed that was liﬁ%ﬁ? m&?ﬂéf h; &z;r;tafao?atgzitggrtjpgi ﬂ:: (lar;isi_ogs involving big questio?ls of law, |
'}‘}l]]ee Paiitil,m”t‘atwe ]JF’d}’ In the ocuntry. Minister for Agriculture they were told that ']mtﬁald e : fo

bldE'I]it, HCC(JI‘(]IHg to the Order Pil.per, the season was not then: that the Minister | ey were no 10 be judges In courts

was to nominate the Executive, and they had plans up his sleeve, but that the irregulars - and have the power of life ‘and death
must know the policy of that Executive. For would not ' permit them to be put into opera- over hundreds of thousands. '
Instance, they wanted to know the relations tion. The .great }}U]I' of, the people were at They had asked the first day they came
between the army and the civil population, | the back of this Government,. as they were at to the Dail for the Army regulations. They
between the new Executive and the army. | the back of Mr. Redmond for many years, but had not yet got them, but the President
:  they “were just as ready to change that position promised that if they were good boys, and

I'hey did not know whether the armed forces | :
were going to be responsible to that House or /88 IR, WERa D g O passed this resolution, they would ‘be forth-
coming.

a sk 1w
‘not. Statements had been made implying that (R S Be wskec, what about the pri O’Shannon proceeded - to  deseribel

‘ | : soners, and what about the strikers that were Mr
' that House would not have anything like ex- arrested by' the D.M.P. that day? He also treatment which he alleged, ‘had . been:
meted out to Frisoners, friends: of his own,

tended Iegi_s]ative powers, that it would only wanted to know whether any arrangement had
be a constituent assembly. Their reading of been ' entered into between the efﬁcers’ar the by soldiers of the National, Army. One.
the powers and authorities were that the Four, Courts and the officers at Begzgars’ Bush, he said, had 1 b ded th '
: y : . : : 6 sald, had been branded on the arm in
had considerable powers of legislation. by which certain things. should be done in #ha Drogheda, and the other had been beaten
The Acting-Chairman said, if elected to 51X counties, and if any of the Executive forces and kicked by ‘a Brigadier-General.. He
this position, it was his intention to imple- had' met their ‘death while working at that was not wﬂl_lllg to fl'llﬂtl to officers who
|ment the Treaty as sanctioned by the Dajl Job. g H108 | . did such a thing the power of life or death
and electorate, in so far as it was. free to ¢ Mr, Cosgrave said that he had no knowledge over anybody in Ireland, even _over . the

éxpress an opinion, to enact a Constitution,

r whatever of that alleged arrangement. worst irregular.

to assert the ﬂ-ut-hority and Sl.lpl'ernacy of Mr, ‘O’Shannon sald that he was glad to hear 8¢ THE BIG STICK °0

_ : 20 ST b H yed that there would be
Parliament, to support and assist the National Ty e ioped that there would be no more

, : gl of these secret negotiations between any sec- | : N R |
Army in asserting the people’s rights; to ask tions of Irishmen. Everything should be brought When they did not register their votes

Parliament, if necessary, for such powers as before Parliament—plain, straight, and honest. in favour of resolutions such as these
are deemed essential for the purpose of re-: (Hear,- hear.) He next wanted to know how brought forward by the Government, the-y;,
|StOI‘_II'1g order and Sl{pptESSlIlg crime 3 to eX- ‘much : thu‘:_} (-J,lfrjc (rua:rd_ was Costmg, Wore toldl that theywére trying t ]{i].l the |
' pedite, as far as lies in the power of the Gov. " and 1t 1t was . a  fact that o Rl Treaty. He a_ﬂp'ea,fed to, the Ministry to
. ernment, a return to normal conditions; and, mission  had b"‘;en*t. "“pp”m:ﬁd C‘.JO. 1(‘3‘1'-1”']3 withdraw the big stick of the Treaty and
‘ : ] ‘ 2 - ; 'recularities 10 ' A - ' . : ¢
having established the Saorstat on a Constitu. ;1‘3‘*0 S ah el e LA C Sl ST | leave their followers free to vote as their
kot R | I'he President had said that he meant to make hearts and. consciences dictated. If that
 tlonal basis, to speed the work of reconstruc- roperty and life secure and respected, he put SR 12t '
| tion and reparation. g | A AR PN AL T i, A5 * E were done, he was sure six members would |
. Mr. Cosgrave—l meant to put it the other | He asked to be told whether the present!
tway. , AT e | were military or police operations. They |
Mr. O'Shannon—There was no bombardment had pretended that it was not war. the.

of the Foyr Courts. until. property had been censor even cutting out the words * civil
seized. The common people were not con- AN |

sidered so long as certain persons golugood.inks. This was a war measure of the first!
' order, and he doubted if there was everi
such an extraordinary law as this. i

TO ULSTER OR AMERICA?

Were the prisoners going to be deportet
to the Six Counties or to America, anc |
he wanted them to take care that some
would not be sent further. Labour wanted
the restoration of law and order, and he
wanted the Ministers to tell them what
measures they were going to take to ﬁnd]'
out who shot Neville and the others.

They might have been irregulars, might
have slrmmged, killed, and murdered, bu’
if they were they had a right to go befor
their Maker after getting their chance ir
due process of law. There was provision
in British Military Courts for the defence
of prisoners, and the courts were held in

a open. - 3 ol
thMilﬂarism and the military spirit in Ire-
land was as deep in one section of the
armed forces as in the other, because bhoth
had come out with prestige from the
guerilla war with ¥ngland, and they had
got such swelled heads that their only
authority was that of the gun, |

| LABOUR WITHDRAWAL.

If there were executions undeér this re-
solution they could be sure that the ranks
of the irregulars and the body of opinion
behind them would swell. He was opposed
to the motion because it would not do
what the Ministry said it was intended to
do.

It would take not weeks but maybe years
to crush this insurrectiony The time had,
come when he, if he had any influence
amongst his colleagues and amongst those
for whom he spoke, would use it to p?

] |

an end to the sham being carried on the

and give plenty of opportunity to the
Ministry without ecriticism or opposition
to pass as many regulations as they very
well pleased. “ That may please you,” he
concluded, “ but. if comes to it, it will
hcome to other things too.” L AR
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MRS AGE TOATEE DA,  THE ELECTIONS,
TY OF ARMY WANTED.

| sthal O’Shannon, Vice-Chairman of the : A D AT
Ir?&?]ﬁiﬂiﬂ ‘Party, who presided at the Se{}{)llﬂl SUP PORT F OR INDEPENDENT

platform, denounced the bogus “proclama,tion,”! CANDIDATES.

gaid that the workers had fought success- ! ' - )
i?.ll](ll 'S: Kglg,iﬁq-t-Bl‘iﬁiEh militarism, a.-ndbthey would It s now clear that‘the numbgr of indepen-
111 y jga nat, Irish militarism in exactly the dent candidates who will be nominated for the
ﬁ.ghiié i*;;l e 3 ‘ coming elections will be Iaﬁger than was antici-
RALYR. TV | . . in speaking | ted a short time ago. Farming interests are
rstood that 1n speaking | pated a shor g 1
'. ];b; ;iloull{;ﬂllj;ri;gde{,]lev were 1ot 5%&1{1112 dﬁteymlned Lo Eecurebr§p¥%8pta§10n in the new
:Ei};‘zst the united military force which was Parliament, and especially in _tholf@ ‘32}?'
acsenial for the defence of Ireland’s aspirations. | -stituencies where th‘el‘r_ nominees will have the
| ﬁufﬁl‘tuﬂ&tely those 1 the Al‘lll}? were Ee;tt,ling supgort of Labour their chances of success are
ol ', but. none of the: g00d. _ _ 3
| doya /40, Hight cone 1}:11013}.1611, o ;?H? fl 3 Labour held its first e¢lection meeting in
co-called irregulars or so-called regulars had a R bt wheni Me. Oothal
Lt to ride roughshod over the people. . A\ A VAILE O Thursday night, when Mr, Catha
mc‘?[‘hf*v brotested against the action of those, the independent candidete 011'
Tether from .Beggars’ Bush or Marlborougl : constituency, addressed a large
"1}[1% ;1. the Four Courtg, acting in the same _%a,thermcf. He maid that Labour belleve:d that
['.a,’ ag  the Black-and-Tans. and Auxiliaries, 1v was time ‘!."h&t there was a new ‘Da.ﬂ with
?a?}' ine in lorries through the city. They pro-, new blood in 1t. Th?re was a party in the field [
'igst;ﬁl:arrain&t the men of both armies produc- qalled the Ratepayers’ P 3*1'133’-__‘_01‘1@ of the t-hlngg
2 e e e W 1) S0 my authority, that thaf: party wanted to cut ' down Fwas t
ing rgvolvers and saying ol e sthool-going age from 14 to 12 years, because
1o Wi l? ]{]0Et'ilk}:iu;i;bgc?uto“;)utbighe -:(‘C’SPOH" %ey wa,nlted ?8&% lfab_o P 131 yea;ri o ageﬂ:i
The Lahou alTl;y la ituation on the proper The people suffered. from compulsory ignorance |
sibility tor the whole situation TP Y in the past imposed by the British. Were they
B iore. o 1oy wa,awfut 1'?1%?111)@1‘8 of Dail going to suiler from eompulsory ignorance im-
sage 'to the present and l1aie IFEH the Govern- posed by the Irish people themselves? At the
Hireann, and those Nﬁpm}sﬁblﬁh.ﬁl b(lmt.lﬁ SO g present moment there was a danger of war,
<h - that o

-g}eljrlE(—30ii{éll;s:ﬁf;gi'i.utlf;i:tl;rnshould come together He would say that the people of Ireland had

PP 'a right mnow . to . know all. about .
under one common command, 311(1 ﬁﬁemli‘z (;‘LS; that mwa.r, if 16 was '‘going to be  a
cipline from the top of the Army down o the war—they had a right to examine what it
latest recruit. - was all about and why it was coming. . The

R ._ R people of Ireland \were peaceabls,..and if they
() 3 (/ e , y could have peace .they ought to have it, but.

» z—'"‘iﬁ,fd,/; 4 7;’, (L AL O P if war: was  forced, on the Jrish people they
PR SES - § would not run ‘away from it. But they should
£ols ' " know all about it. They should have no more

resamahe e ~ |} secret mnegotiations' with England ‘or Ulster.

‘ ] ' | Concludirie a vicorous speech, he asked them:
LABOUR AND ELECTIONSI| to géi_w;le fjoh-azai'r first preférence vote to the Labour
' | candidate. ‘
- 4 ;

FIGHT AGAINST MILITARISM

CIAI TSR TS P

J,-r"

T
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®Tr. Cathal O'Shannon, Labour candidate |
for Louth-Meath constituency, speaking at |
s public meeting 1n Dundalk, said if the |
majority of the T.D.’s in the Dail had been |
Labour men the ccuntry woulad not he as |

, & T A D Ty e TR :
bad as it was to day.. The country was| LABOUR AND SENATE.

split from top to bottem, and, what was

worse, the army was split, and ingtead ory |~ = .. 0 Y Sl Th
:;%a!;jn‘il‘iii‘.‘ a r;it.'rml;__{‘.. ﬁfﬁH“(,{,]ﬁ{f:.]-m.lim"?,,.\.:?:E“‘lﬁr- . OPPOSI:!;IONF THRLATENLD
they had two or three sections, some of , 2 Rk
ihem move ready. in their foolishness, to Speaking in Drogheda on Tuesday night, Hr.
fioht one another than they were to fight ) Cathal O’Shannon the successful Lab(_)tll‘ candl-
the common enemy. date tor ,Lputl and Meath, said that there was
Labour would no more lie down undey _‘fjﬂe'ﬁh-llﬂg in the Constitution which the Labour
irish militarism than it did under Bri-. ,Lg‘lt-}r would oppose to the death. It was that
| Sk any judge and any court in Ireland could decide
tish miiitarism. that.an Acti passed by the Irish Parliament was
One of the most unfortunate things hap-' | illegal "and unconstitutional; in .other words,
pening dm'ir&‘_;;_ the last six years was that | -t}Ja.t the. men whom the people sent into Par-
many good Irishmen not alone learned to| | liament ! could, be ‘over-ridden and- trampled
Pht, but also to wmitate the worst tricks | | under foot on the veto of one single judge. |
N, ke Auxiliaries, .; . We./are damned if we-are going to have:
soanling with the North, he said so long | | that)” said  Mr. O’Shannon, *‘ and vou will be
&» there was disunion in the South so long damned if you are going to allow it.”
would the pogromists continue. Ivery shot | | His principle was that if a deputy disagreer
fired 1n the ©houth .gave them heart, and with his constituents, he no longer represented
that’ condition would continue in Telfast them, and should resign. That principle was
nntil they had a uxnited country roady to not ' put into the Constitution. They had the
deal 'with any enciay. *“initiative > and “referendum,” which were
' good' enough in their way; but a thine that
they wanted in Ireland was that the deputy
should be the servant, and not the master, of
“the people. , _ LI
Another thing was that they had established
an Upper House. He saw no reason why they
snould have an Upper House in Ireland.
‘Lhe charter of Irish liberty should be above
the Treaty. ““ Who the blazes are the Enclish
‘Gzovernment that they should confer rights and
privileges on us?’’ asked Mr. O’Shannon.  We
are the Irish people, and we have got nothing
‘that we did not take. We have got nothing
“by the Constitution within the last few months.
‘What T say is that the Treaty ought to Le.
~apart from the Constitution, and that the Irish
Constitution is..-the  will' “of  no man Or no
woman.’’ il TN R e Lt A Y.
If people wanted. to be slaves they couild be
slaves. They were prepared, and he was
prepared, to scaueeze every ounce of power,
every ounce of authority, every piece of good
that was in' the Treaty or in. anv. other docii-
;ment'; ‘but. he was nob-going:to admit that-anv--
body had the right to say that the Irish peopie
should go so far :and no farther. Thev wonld
go as far as the body,of the Irish people were |
Jpreparved to go.” . et
TR -2 y
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O'SHANNON, Cathals, (Charlese 27« Canning Street,
Belfast, and Liberty
Hall, Bubling aise
Oldcastle, Co, licath,

fjﬁ.ge @ 25 & 19230!' j
Occupatione Clerk,
A Native of Drumsnagh, Randalsto

Pald Sinn Fein Agent <& Organ'l ser for Counties lieath and
Wlest Meath. (EDe 5q/599 dated 1946¢21,)

President of Socialist Party in Ireland for 1920. (Ep.53/2408,)

V/CHAIRMAN OF EXECUTIVE OF IRISE LABOUR PARTY & TRADE UNION
COLI(IRLO‘

R 0N T S i S0 69 Gu 6N 82 S 0T B N 02 €3 g B e

Editor of 'Voice Of Labour'.

An ardent Sinn Peiner and was at one time suspended by
Transport Workers' Union for mixing their business with
PO liEiLes o

He 18 clever & damger‘*ous & was suspected of conveying oinn
Fein orders & information. '

Frequently visited Belfast & assoclated with prominent
Sinn Feiners., (G/94971. )

Arrested. (Date uniznown, )

R
L

2
havi

arded as leader of Communist Party in Dublin and as
Bol hem.c tendencies.

t of supposed labour leaders in Sinn Feln

Name found S
1d on Alderman William O'BRIEN'S house.(21l.8.20.)

1 o I M T
contidence in ra

Quarrelled with McALPINE &'Rod' CONNOLLY over attempt to
obtain aid from Russia. (I...fx.026f._,.)

Revived 'Voice Of Labour'! to combat the 'Workers' Republic'
(I..._.OSOG )

Invited to Rerlin to '"Hands Off Rusgssia'! meetin
(I.X.0676)
Unable to be present at above meeting. (I.X.0797,)




O'SHANNON, Cathal. (Continued.)

One of the speakers at the monster Labour Rally and Anti-

1711 litariem Demonsbration held in Dublin on londay, 2411

April, 1921, A strike was proclalmed th?oughout Southern

Treland forthis day by the National Executive ol the.Irish.

Labour Party & Trade Unlon Congress as a p?otes? against
the present military "Split" & poltical situatlon. (See
Press cutting 'Irish Times' dated 25.44224)

Addressed large meeting at Charleville, (o Cork, early in
1922 at which he advocated more violence on the pa?t of the
labourers than any of the most bloodthirsty Republicans

have done so faI., He strongly condermed the Treatys. :
ataunch for Workers' Republice (See 6the Dive VeleDe dated

03,4 .22¢ Page 3)
Represented Labour Party atu Irish Peace Qonf?regce Egld %n
the lansion House, Dublin, on £6e¢4e<<e (Bx, " Irish Times
dated 2V04a22g)
Q{&Cﬁ[’(— A0 j/ﬂzéixgwqf‘ Can
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a meeting at Drogheda in support of his

e said that the object Labour had 1in view

h Co=--operative Commonwealth" or "Workers'

He 2lso said thathis desire was to assist to
workers from slavery to sovereignty. (Ex. 'Iris}
dated 3500 3220) |
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One of the signatories to & manifesto issued by the Irish
Labour Party calling a meeting to discuss Peace proposals.
This meeling fell through. (See Press cuttings dated 20. &. 21.
722 )

Nominated Chalrman of the he annual meeting of the delegates
of the Trish Labour Party & Trade Union Congress_to be held at
the Mansion House on 8the. 9th. & 1lOthe. Aug. (Exts "Voice of
Labour®" 5=8=22).

MTarna CLYNE o (O ] . £ 3 n - - i - 1 - o IR -2 - Do . . . *
Made speech ai - ). nird Dail 1n reference to the
~ £ e b -;' NN N o " [ -- ! m  ole " ogh e . . - - - . - “m fo? e ’ ey oft - : -
setting up of Mil _ ourts 1) of the conflict with
Trregulars Forces ee press cutilng '1rish Independent®
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