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PREFACE.

i“N Mandariu, the student of Chiese finds ready to his
= hand a supply of Chinese books such as the Sacred
Edict, the Mandarin novels, ete., which are a perfect
treasury for the acquirement of the spoken language. The
student of the Shaunghai dialect, however, soon becomes
aware that, aside from the Bible and a certain number of
books for missionary use, there exists almost nothing in
the way of literature in this dialect ; indeed, it is safe to
sav that had it not been for the missionaries nothing
would have been printed in it. But this absence of native
Chinese literature is a serious obstacle to one who wishes
to acquire a good command of the colloquial. Some years
ago the Rev. P. Kranz made an attempt to supply a book
for language studv by translating a part of that valnable
exercise book, the Kuan Hwa Tsz Nan CE i i &), but
the work was never finished.

The preseut book is intended to supply something in
Shanghai collogmial which will help in language study and
at the same time furnish matter which will be of value to
the student by increasing his knowledge of things Chinese.

Some yeats ago I got from Archdeacon Thomson the
manuseript of the Chia Ting Chiang Hwa, in Shanghai
Kya Ding Kyang Wo (% g 3 #), which he had had in
his possession for many years. It proved to be the transla-
tion of a little book in Mandarin which can be bought at
any hook shop for a few cents, and this showed that it
was a purely native work and oue in common use. Who
made the first rendering into Shanghai I do not kuow,
but it must have been done in the early days of missionary
work in Shanghai, for it contained many expressions
which have passed out of use except in the country
distriets ; in the words of the Chinese writer it was ‘! the
Shanghai of forty veais ago.”” The manuseript was put



{ )
into the hands of two Shanghai writers in succession, who
made some alteratious to bring the language iuto accord
with present usage, and then [ compared the text with
the original Mandarin and corrected a few places where
the Shanghai translator had missed the sense ; and also
ontitted a few expressions whicl were coarse.

The book is now printed for the use of those who
wish such au aid iu their studies in the Shanghai dialect.
One great advantage is that the book is thoroughly Chinese.
It was written for Chinese in the first place, and the
transiation into the Shanghai colloguial has been done by
Chinese also, which makes it a1 better help than a hook
compiled by a foreigner could be. Next, it gives the
Chinese (that is Confucian) view of man and society, and
thirdly it furnishes an account of various Chinese manners
and customs which will be found extremely useful to the
learner.

There will be found in the text a certain number of
classical expressions (**chips of Wen-li*’ they have been
called), short sayings or idioms which are in common use
amongst all Chinese, no matter what dialect they speak.
These have been left as they staud in the Mandarin copy,
since to transfer them to the Shanghai colloguial would
have been to alter the mative character of the book too
much, and also because, in the end, the learner will find
them a help rather than a hindrance.

It was my intention to add a series of notes to the text,
but it seemed wiser to wait till it appeared whether the
book would commend itself to students. Meanwhile, as
ty own part has been the very humble one of editor, I feel
no hesitation in commending the book as a purely Chinese
work to all students of the Shanghai dialect.

F. R. GRAVES.
St. Johu’s College,
fanuary 21st, 1907,
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PREFACE TO NEW EDITION

In issuing a unew edition of these intercsting con-
versations, occasion has been taken to correct a few
eryors in the Chinese text and to number the columns
so that ecasy reference can he made to the explanatory
nofes,

The notes have heen written in collaboration with
Mr. T C. Tai, B. A, and it is hoped that most of the
expressions and phrases, which for the beginuer need
elucidation, bave been explained.

An edition is also issued without the notes.

T CLEMENT COOPER.

S7. Joux's UNIVERSITY.

Mav, 1914
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