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Why we’re doing this?

Crimean Tatars are the indigenous people of Ukraine.

In 1944, they were deported from Crimea, their native 
land, by the Soviet authorities to the other part of the 
country – and were allowed to return only four decades 
later. 

During the last ten years of Russian occupation of Crimea 
many of them are again forced to live outside their home, 
and those remaining in occupied Crimea are under 
constant pressure. 

Crimean Tatar language and culture are in danger of 
extinction. But in recent years, because of occupation, 
imprisonment of some prominent Crimean Tatars there, 
and now a full-fledged Russian invasion of Ukraine, more 
attention is paid to decolonization and rethinking of 
values not only for the Ukrainian language, but also for 
the Crimean Tatar language.
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Read the article Wikipedia as a shelter for minority 
languages and culture, or why we organized marathons on 

Crimean Tatar Wikipedia on Diff!
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Crimean Tatar Wikipedia

16 years old
Approximately 29,000 articles
Approximately 30 active users 
2 administrators 

Source: List of Wikipedias

The goal of the 2024 marathon was to fill 
the gaps in the Crimean Tatar Wikipedia 

with articles on the most important topics, 
as well as to contribute to the preservation 
of the language and the dissemination of 

free knowledge in the Crimean Tatar 
language — the more useful information 

there is available in the language, the more 
chances people will stumble across it while 
searching online, the more opportunities 
for them to join, and to contribute even 

more.

We need more to have a successful 
Wikipedia edition!

IrynaBoiko (WMUA), CC BY 4.0, 

The marathon page is available 
in Ukrainian and Crimean 

Tatar languages
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Results of the marathon 2024

Despite the ongoing Russian war in Ukraine, the 
2024 marathon turned out to be even more 
successful than the previous one in 2021:

❖ 14 participants
❖ 142 new articles
❖ 375 improved articles

This year, in addition to a list of a 1000 topics that should be in 
all language editions of Wikipedia, there was also a list of

250 important Crimean Tatar and Ukrainian topics.

As a result, most of the new articles (58%) are about the 
Crimean Tatars and Crimea and this indicates a growing 

interest in the culture of the Crimean Tatars.

Marathon also helps to fill in the gaps about the Crimean 
Tatars and their culture in the Ukrainian-language Wikipedia.

We were  inspired by some articles 
so much that we even printed 

handouts about them! And we want 
to share them with you.
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10 important principles for successful marathon

1. Communicate with local communities, speaking the 
target language

2. Include as many native speakers as possible in the 
organizing committee

3. Invest time in creating useful lists of articles
4. Clearly outline the rules and put them on the 

marathon page 
5. Spread information on social networks and in media
6. Conduct online and offline wikitrainings (check our 

webinar)
7. Discuss all issues with the members of organizing 

committee
8. Stay connected with your event participants and 

support them
9. Assess intermediate results and discuss them
10. Carefully evaluate each participant’s contribution 

and reward them with thanks and/or souvenirs 
(every contribution is important)
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Gulnara Abdulayeva, 
Ukrainian historian of 
Crimean Tatar origin 

signing books for 
Crimean Tatar 

Wikipedia marathon 
participants 
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Local communities would be the ones to  speak 
the language and know cultural features well. 

They would be the most interested in improving 
Wikipedia in their language. Also they may have 
contacts of people who can also contribute to the 
event.

This year, we organized a wikitraining at the 
Crimean Tatar Cultural Center in Lviv, the biggest 
city in the West of Ukraine, where a lot of Crimean 
Tatars moved after the Russian occupation of the 
Crimea.
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Sağ oluñız!
Thank you!

Дякую!
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Please, join our project 
(especially if you know 

Crimean Tatar language)!

info@wikimedia.org.ua

➔ More marathons

➔ More experts in the Crimean Tatar language
➔ More active users on Wikipedia
➔ More partnerships
➔ Educational collaboration

(focus on teachers of the Crimean Tatar language and students of 
relevant specialties)

➔ Development of other wikiprojects in the 
Crimean Tatar language

What about our future plans?


