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An Ode to the Lord Ganesh

BY

Pevendranath Sen, M. A

VAKIL, HIGH COURT.



FOREWORD

The foregoing poem in Bengalee and the following
poem in English are both laudatory addiosses to
the Lord Ganesh, one of the celebrated Hindua deities.
His name is a household word in every Hindu family,
for, enjoined by his holy scriptures, the Hindu utters
His name before uttering the name of any other deity,
As thls utterance of the God's holy name in a truly
devotional spirit, ensures success to all his undertakingsy
the orthodox Hindu never fails to secure an image of
the God for daily worship. The sceptic is no doubt
immensely amused at the idea of an elephant's trunk
being thus honoured and revered, because he is not

aware that every true Hindu is perfectly conscious



ii
of the fact that behind this mask of grotesque symbols,
there is the Universal Spirit, who is
“The Iather of all, in every age,
In every clime adored,
By saint, by savage or by sage,
Jehovah, Jove or ILord”

Accordingly, knowing as he does that a plural

God is a contradiction in terms, the truly devout Hinduy,

focussing his atiention on the image of his own favourite

deity ( Js¢ Devatd ), really tries to transcend all

limitations and rcach the Universal Spirit, No bluuder

is more huge than to suppose that the trne HMHindu is
idolatrons and given to superstitions,

Devendranath Sen.




DEDICATION.

Po Mrs. Vule.

O thou ideal lady | ever green

Is thy rich heart, in whose sweet vernal bower, |

The Bird of Universal Love, unseen,

From its secluded nest, doth daily shower

Celestial melody, whose magic power,

Ah, gently steals our soul! Thy arrows keen,

Have shot Bigotry, and his crew. They gower

Lo, at thy sight | Hail ! Hail { O Warrior-Queen |

As when a child, wild-dancing in full glee,

In haste, brings nameless Jungly-flawers, to greet

Her mother dear, with smiles she gazes on

Those ﬂnwcrs:, all scent-less, hue-less, {though
they be,~—

No roses—wild flowers, in Devolion's Dawn,

I culled ! Oh smile] I lay them at thy fcet. |

'I







Ode to the Lord Ganesh.

All hail | All hail | O thou dispcller
- ""of Pale Fear |

O Lord | this suppliant’s story heay,—-
O deign to hear |

Thon potent Lord, at whose bidding,
man and nation,

Rise and fall, like sun-risc, sun-set,
in creation |

Thou art formless, Oh yet Lord | Thou art
form and name,—

Theu willest and anon,
this Universal Frame

Doth rise | This solid Edifice melts
at Thy breath |



p

O Mystery of mysterics !
Whitle Life, Black Death,
Asrt Thou { Pursuits, Thon dost clude,
e'en like a hati,
That arrow-like, doth {ly from
hunter's cruel dagt |
The fool doth fancy, he has found
Thee—0O All-Wise!
Who can  discover Thee P
The Ever-New Surprise 7
Cameleon-like or dolphin-like,
Thou changest hues,~-
Thou blushest in'the roses red |

Anon in dews,

Thou smilest, pearl-like,—
ch thou droopest {n the vine !
Ah who can guage thy Beauly~-
Beauty Superfine ?
The Vedas, Reeshees stand,

awe-struck, in mute surprise !
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They cry “Not this I Not this I”

Oh, can the Eagle rise,
To greet the dazzling splendour
of Lthe midday-sun ?
He, gazing at the Light of lights,
blind, all un-done,
Falls headlong down from
that mad, giddy heigh,
Half-dead, with feathers {orn,
And bleeding in the flight !
O Lord! O Lord! Omnicient !
O Full Gloiy ! H
Full-well thou knowest
all my life's sad story |
While yet a baby, weak and crying
for the breast,
For milk, I eried in vain, .
For though sad, woe-app resst,
[ could not speak ! Ah me,

none heard mc; I was dumb.
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No signs, no nods I knew-—
the Mother would not come !
And fevers, agues did afflict me |
What a sight |
The gnats would buzz around me,
Oh stinging me, all-hight |
Thus speechless, helpless, O my Lord,
no prayer I knew,—
Forgive, forgive my sins l—

am shiv'ring in thy view !

In youth, Mad Joy did seize me |
Woman's lovely face,

Lorcd 1 was the goal of my pursnits-—-
her sweet embrace

Did hold me, spell-bound !
Oh no rest T knew | Her tear

Of joy, was like a pear] to me |

I knew no fear——-

k
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Like knights of old I stood by hefr~—

her champion bold |
My Love-shield glittered, like
the varnished yellow gold |
Thus helpless—woman's slave—
Lord, no prayer, I knew !
Forgive | Forgive my sins |
Am shiv'ring in Thy view
And now, O Lord, am.old—
two scores and ten have passe -~
Yet in this Play, love-scenes of
vouth, are not the last |
My hairs are grey, my eyes are dim,
Death grins at me-—
And yet, Oh like a wingless bird,
I sing in glee,
Imprisoned in the cage of woman's Love
Her smile,
Like moonlight of Autumnal Night,
me doth beguile |
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I try to pray—wilh cyes full-
closed in meditation—
But Love, with loud, loud claps, cries—
“Woman is salvation "
Thus helpless, caged in woman’s love,
no prayers 1 knew—
Horgive, forgive my sins,—-

Am shiv' ring in Thy view |

Lo Greed and Avarice, like snakes
hiss in my heart,
And Anger, like a she-wolf, howls -

%

Lust flings her darl |
In dire dismay I shudder, Lord!

I stand before
Thy threshold—in despair

I knock | Ol ope the door |
Oh send me not away

the demons flock around,
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They mock mc with their jeers
and dire unearthly sound !
Oh come, Oh come, O Captain;
in thy Wt;apuns dight-—
And slay the demons and the monsters
in the Fight !
The night is dark, the lightning
flashes in the sky —
And I am night-blind, Lotrd-—
no soul, no inn, is high I
O help me, help me, ILord,
I do beseech and praym-
Hark ! how they hiss and howl],
Oh send me not away )
How ug!y: is my heart |
How awlkward is het 7] e
she stoops—1L.ord | by thy magic¢-wand,
Oh, make her straight,
And lovely, Great Magician,
potent in Thy migh{—
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Ev’n as touched by Thy wand,
the black, black, ugly night,
Smitles, lovely in her moonlight-
glory—as the shell
Of oysler, bears a precious pearl,
Oh, by thy spell
And incantations wild |
F’en as, O Lord, touched by
Thy Hand, the ugly insect
turns o butterfiy,—
E'en as a poor sweet lovely girl
by country-green,
All-sudden, courted by the king,
hecomes a Queen |
I thank thee, Lord ! O Bliss Incarnate }
God of Glory |
That Thou hast deigned to hear
a sinner's mournful stogye.s
Ah, Thou smilest ! That smile forebodes

for me, sweet Joy—
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The Joy that Time and Death
are powerless Lo destroy !
50, when the rosc-bud blooms,
the incense of the pan
Of its sweet crimson-heart, and smile,
briug Joy to man,

And wealth to murm’rous bees |

What fragrance fills the air {—
All Nature seems a Rosy Dawn—

a Grand May-Fair !
Farewell { That smile again |

This smile will bring me Joy-—

The Joy that Time and Death

are powerless to destroy |
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