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NOTICE.

— ——

THE greater part of the volume now published was
privately printed some years ago. The interest which
many have expressed in the career of Hugh Elliot has
induced his descendants to give it to a larger circle,
the desire to make him better known to his country-
men having outweighed the considerations which have
hitherto prevented the publication of so slight and im-
perfect a sketch of his life.

To the contents of the original volume as privately
printed, which terminated with the correspondence of
1785, have been added a few chapters containing a
narrative of his various diplomatic missions subsequent
to that period; his own papers, whether public or
private, having been invariably the source whence the
information given about him has been drawn.

As the concluding chapters, which deal with public
affairs, may be said to have somewhat of a historic
character, it has been thought desirable to give trans-
lations of the original letters addressed by sovereigns to
Mr. Elliot, or by him to sovereigns.

MixTo, Sept. 1, 1868.






PREFACE
(TO THE VOL. PRINTED PRIVATELY IN 186%)

—_—

THE correspondence of Hugh Elliot may be divided
into two portions: the first collected from the Minto
MSS8., containiug letters addressed to his family, by
himself or by others, on matters affecting him; of
these none are earlier in date than 1762, none later
than 1778: ‘the second portion composed of. several
volumes of letters, private and official, written to him
by various persons between 1772 and 1785. These
were all in his own keeping at the time of his death,
and were sent to Minto a fow years ago by my mother,!
along with some other MSS. of a later date, which had
also belonged to him.

The letters bound in volumes have been generally

! Emma, daughter of tho Right Honourable Hugh Elliot, married
General 8ir Thomas Hislop, Bart., G.C.B.
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collected under three heads: Family Letters; Foreign
Miscellaneous Letters; English Miscellaneous Letters.
There are, however, two or three volumes entirely
occupied by the correspondence of particular friends,
a8 Mr. Liston, Sir James and Lady Harris, and others;
and there are volumes of official correspondence with
the Office and with his colleagues at foreign Courts;
among whom were Lord Stormont,! Sir R. Keith,?
and Messrs, Do Vismes,> Wroughton,* Morton Eden,
and Osborn.

All these papers, and many others which have
undergone no such process of classification, were left
with other property of Mr. Elliot’s at Dresden in 1802,
when he was transferred from that mission to Naples;
and he appears to have taken no steps for their
removal before the French occupation of Dresden in
1806, which rendered their recovery impossible. Mr.
Elliot had long since given them up for lost, when,
some time after the peace, he, being then governor of
Madras, received a letter from Dresden, which informed
him that his property had been safely preserved by
some friends there, who, having saved it from falling
into the hands of the French, now only waited his

1 Minister at Vienna and Paris. 3 Stockholm.
2 Vienna. ¢ Warsaw.
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directions to restore it to him. As it comprised plate,
pictures, china, and other things far more valuable as
plunder than manuscripts, he was as much surprised as
pleased by the communication ; nevertheless, with his
habitual carelessness, he took no steps to recover his
losses for some years, and it was not till 1826 that he
was prevailed on to let his youngest son Frederick,
who was then a mere lad, proceed to Dresden in quest
of the long-lost property.  There, accordingly, in a
cellar, perfectly intact and uninjured, were found some
of the most valuable contents of the ci-devant Hétel
du Ministre Britannique, which, in the moment of
flight, had been abandoned to their fate.

The only paper which my grandfather had been
anxious to recover was a private memorandum in
Mr. Pitt’s handwriting, containing instructions for his
guidance, and this, on regaining it, he sent to the
Foreign Office.

The mixture of order and disorder in the arrange-
ment of these papers is extraordinary. It might be
supposed that some one, acting on a suggestion that all
the letters should be classified under specified heads,
had thrown the contents of desks and drawers into so
many several heaps, and had then, without further
selection, proceeded to bind them together. Along
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with letters from royal personages, generals, and states-
men, are found the most trivial notes. Letters of
introduction to insignificant persons are preserved as
carefully as those from Mirabeau, Romanzow, and
Nelson. More than a third of these bulky volumes
might be burnt without loss, and yet enough would
remain to give a finished picture of the society in which
my grandfather spent his youth.

The letters of 1775 and 1776 are 80 numerous, and
so abundant in personal details, that one feels on inti-
mate terms with the writers and the correspondents.

- Strange that it should be so! that, after so long a
silence, the dead should speak again,—should be re-
stored to our knowledge in all the freshness of their
youth, introducing us to sorrows which they themselves
long outlived, and to sentiments forgotten sooner still.
But if these thoughts be startling to us, what would
their feelings have been could they have foreseen that
the follies of the moment were to be handed down to
generations unborn? What would the flirting dame de
cour have said could she have guessed that the indolent
Englishman, who rarely troubled himself to answer her
notes, would preserve them for the amusement of his
descendants? And what would have been felt by the
mother and sisters, who believed themselves to possess
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all his confidence, had they been told that to us would
be given the clue they never found, to the thoughts and
affections of one of those dearest to them? That Minto
—that generation—has long since passed away, and we,
now sojourning here, wonder whether they in their day
knew as much of each other as we know of them.
Truly, even in this world, all hearts are laid open, all
secrets made known; even here, a day of judgment is
for ever going on. E. M.

MixNTo, July 1862.
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CHAPTER THE FIRST.
1762 to 1776.

HUGH'S EDUCATION—EXPEDITION TO POLAND AND THE
DANUBIAN PROVINCES—MISSION TO MUNICH-—RECALL
TO ENGLAND.

It has been impossible to me to read my grandfather’s
papers without conceiving a strong desire to make others
of his family better acquainted with a man who played
no unimportant part in the public affairs of his day, and
whose name was never mentioned but with the tenderest
affection in the home of my childhood. Since, however,
no one but myself has leisure or inclination to attack
masses of manuscript in depths of trunks, I see nothing
for it but to attempt a slight sketch of his early career,
founded on facts which I have gathered from his cor-
respondence.

With the laudable desire to begin at the beginning,
I should gladly trace the manner in which my grand-
father’s earliest years were spent, but unfortunately I
have no means of doing so; the oldest letter in my
possession is of the date of 1762, when he was ten years
old, and was living with his family at Twickenham ; and
in none of the subsequent letters have I found any in-
ternal evidence as to the locality which they looked

B
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upon as home. In none is there any allusion to favourite
haunts, to gardens or games, to dependants or pets;
nothing to show affection for home as a place. Strong
family affection has been ever a characteristic of the
race, and to be together was at all times an object of
tenderest longing, but where the meeting should take
place seems to have been a matter of indifference.

I therefore suppose that during the youth of the
family their parents led an unsettled life, probably divid-
ing their time between Parliamentary duties in London
and visits to relations in Edinburgh, occasionally living at
Lochgelly and occasionally at Minto. It is possible, too,
that the home life may not have been of the kind to make
itsclf remembered with unmixed pleasure. Sir Gilbert!
was a grave, highly cultivated man, immersed in politics,
and, like all fathers of his time, he scems to have inspired
‘his family with as much awe as admiration.

Lady Elliot,? clever, high-spirited, and imaginative,
was not, like one who filled her place in after years,

‘“ Blessed with a temper, whose unclouded ray,
Can make to-morrow cheerful as to-day.”

Her preference for those of her children® who most re-
sembled herself was openly avowed, and in Isabella and
Hugh, she cultivated rather than repressed the uncon-

! Sir Qilbert Elliot of Minto, third Baronet, M.P., a Lord of the
Admiralty, distinguished by his literary tastes as well as his political
abilities.

? Agnes Murray Kynynmound, heiress of Melgund in Forfar, and
of Lochgelly and Kynynmound, in Fifeshire. She was habitually ad-
dressed as Lady Elliot Murray.

3 Isabella ; Gilbert (1st Earl of Minto); Hugh, 6th April 1752;
Alexander ; Robert ; Eleanor.
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proceeded ; but was greatly disappointed when I saw
some young ladies of six feet high, with immense fly-
caps and silk negligées, dancing with some farmers very
near as tall as themselves. Quitc vext at my own
insignificance, and frightened that I should be crushed
to pieces every moment, I could scarcely be prevailed
on to dance; however, the first tremour being over, and
secing the tallest and most terrible strain his ankle, so
that he could not return to the dance, I ventured to
take out his partner, whose apron-strings I scarcely
came up to, and danced down a country dance.”

In the spring of the following year, after describing
the order of their studies, Mr. Stuart writes :—* In
everything where Hugh’s age admits, he is really
wonderful.” Two months later, he says, “ Your two
young men are going on well in their studics, and are
superior to most of their companions. I never had
occasion to sec two brothers so contrasted, and indeed
I should find it a more difficult task to manage Hugh,
were it not for the example of his brother. He is
lively, agrceable, and popular. No wonder if his viva-
city is now and then above his reason. As it is, he
necds a very sharp eye ;” and then follows an amusing
account of some excesses into which poor Hugh had
been led by the injudicious hospitalitics of some of his
friends. ¢ Hugh has great honesty and candour,” he
writes on anothcr occasion; “if his quickness and
vivacity hurry him away, it will not be for want of taste
and penetration.”

Dr. Somerville, writing to Lady Elliot in January
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met with a great check in the poor old Abbé Choquart,
who, by all accounts, is one of the best men of France
for composition, being in the Temple, the French Fleet
prison. I would go to him there, if it was not such an
immense way off, and that there is no standing the
stench of his room when once you are in it. He is to
give us a list of military books. I am now reading
Blond’s Artillery. We are lodging at the Hotel de
Londres, Rue Dauphine, and are to pay 5 louis per
month ; we could not find anything under which would
do.”

Gilbert, writing in French, describes, with some
particularity, the society of Madame Geoffrin,! and
dwells on the trouble it gave her to ¢ gouverner ses
savans.” The coterie of Madame Geoffrin was divided
into two sets, which met alternately at her house on
‘Mondays and Wednesdays, and disastrous would have
been the fate of him who, by intention or mischance,
should have presented himself before her on the wrong
day. “8Si les deux venaient par hasard & se rencontrer,
elle dit que sa maison serait jetée par les fenétres!”
Gilbert gave the preference to the Wednesday meetings,
on account of the presence of Mademoiselle I'Espinasse.
Madame du Deffand’s society they described as ¢ plus

1 Madame Geoffrin was celebrated in her day as a bel-esprit, and
the patroness of literary men, the most eminent among whom met
frequently at her house. Montesquieu, the Encyclopédistes, I'Abbé
Delille, and La Harpe, were among her most intimate friends,—See
article on Madame Geoffrin, Bibliothéque Portative.

* The ci-devant companion of Madame du Deffand, the friend of
D’Alembert, and authoress of some celebrated letters.
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.

man are, however, all the more civil to us on that
account, for they are on ill terms with the French.”
From Metz, Hugh went to Strasburgh, and thence
returned to England. What became of him during the
following year I do not discover; but it was in the
course of 1771, and when he had barely attained his
nineteenth year, that he met with a disappointment which
rankled in his mind through life. Having received, as
has already been said, when still in his early childhood,
a commission in the army, an honour which procured
him the notoriety of an allusion in No. 45 of the North
Briton, he now learnt that Lord Barrington refused to
ratify the appointment, on the ground that such com-
missions, passing over inferior grades of rank, could only
be given to princes of the blood-royal. The rank of
' captain, however, appears to have been granted him for
the purpose, as we learn from one of his father's letters,
of enabling him to enter a foreign army with certain
advantages.!

The blow to Hugh must have been severe. All
the military ardour which had been fostered by his
supposed destination in life was blighted, and at that
time his love for the profession of arms is described
as a “ passion.” "He did not, however, at once forego
his hope of gratifying it ; but, with the consent of his
family, he set out for Vicnna, in the spring of 1772,
with letters of introduction to Lord Stormont, General
Prince Poniatowski, and to General Langlais.

1 At that time no officer of the Austrian army holding a rank
inferior to that of captain was received in Viennese society.
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federations was only the consequence of private piques
and jealousies, fomented by the intrigues of France.

“I could not help expressing my surprise to the
King (the last time I was with him) that he did not
raise his standard in some part of the kingdom, as I
was sure, from my own feelings, that he would soon have
an army of volunteers, able at least to defend his person
from danger. He took me by the hand, and said :—
¢Ah'! mon cher Elliot, nous ne sommes pas des
Anglais” He is now reduced to the greatest distress,
as his revenues are entirely in the hands of his enemies ;
he has hardly wherewithal to pay his household ser-
vants, much less an army.”

In spite of the deplorable condition of the country,
overrun by the armics of the three great powers, and of
a monarchy tottering to its fall, Warsaw was at that
time the most brilliant and dissipated Court in exist-
ence; and though the haughty minister! of Catherine
did not think it worth while to rise from his chair when
the King approached,? yet Stanislas Augustus, gifted
himself with every grace, ruled over a nobility un-
equalled in Europe for beauty of person, for polish of
manners, and for every accomplishment which lends a
charm to society. No wonder then that the young
Englishman should have found attractions enough to
delay him there. From the correspondence which he

1 Stackelberg.

? Everybody knew Stackelberg to be the real King. If Stanislas
entered the room when the Ambassador was at cards, the haughty
Russian, without leaving his seat, motioned to the King to take

another.—Wraxall's AMemorrs.
e
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him writing to his father from the camp at Jalamutz on
the Fp e 1773.

“ My dear Father—Since my last I left Count Solti-
koff's army, and hurried night and day to be present
with the Feld-Marechal at his enterprise upon Silistria.
I, however, found him already across the Danube, and a
short march from the place. All the officers of note,
who have seen other armies and other wars, agree that
never were troops in a more desperate situation, or with-
drawn with more skill. The present existence of every
individual in this army is merely owing to the conduct
and capacity of the Marechal, joined to the bravery of
General Weisman, who made our retreat good, though
at the expense of his life. I shall not endeavour to give
a detail of the several operations which distinguished the
attack of the town, and our retreat of thirty miles in a
country where a regular army would scarce attempt to
pass in the most profound peace. I hope that you will
not think me advantageous® if I mention that the Mar-
shal was 8o good as to give me equal marks of approba-
tion for my conduct during this expedition as in the
former rencontres, when he was pleased to treat me with
a most flattering distinction. 1.

“I am most uneasy to know how youwill taks my
disobedience.” v

Sir Gilbert was naturally much mollified by the dis-
tinction gained by his son during his short period of

1 A Gallicism, owing, no doubt, to his constant use at this time
of French, in which language avanfogeux sometimes means vain or
boastful.
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forced to a confession, suffered capital punishment. A
few days afterwards, their innocence was proved by the
capture of the really guilty partics. An Englishman
who happened to be here at the time, expressed his
surprise that so cruel a catastrophe should have occurred
under the generally mild government of the Elector;
this remark had like to have provoked.a discussion, to
avoid which the Englishman said that this point was
much better treated of in a chapter in L'Esprit des
Lois, than by anything he could say on the subject.
Our Premier, with whom he was speaking, repeated
several times the word esprit, on which the Englishman
asked him if he had not read it. He said he believed
it was among the number of books which the Pope had,
considering his situation, given him a dispensation to
read, but that, for his part, il n’aimait pas les esprits
Jorts.

“ Speaking lately with the President of Finances of
the calamities occasioned by the late famine, and of the
various plans proposed for avoiding the recurrence of
such misfortuncs, he said that in other countries pre-
cautions might be necessary, but in this, in case of a
want of grain, they had an easy resource in the course
of the Danube, by which they could always send off
numbers of people on a short warning, and that they
had already experienced the advantage of this method
of getting rid of the superfluous mouths in the last
famine, when many thousands went to live in the
Austrian dominions. To this ingenious plan is owing
the present unpopulousness of this once peopled country.

D
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I am told the Austrians have now in their service enough
of Bavarian subjects to conquer the whole Electorate.”

Mr Liston,! writing to Lady Elliot a few months
after their arrival at Munich, tells her, “ that several of
our people of fashion and men of letters are still
employed in scarch of the philosopher’s stone,? and Mr.
Elliot has almost drawn a challenge on himseclf, by
venturing to doubt that burning the hand with St.
Hubert’s key was an infallible cure for the bite of & mad
dog.”

Miracles, too, were rife in Bavaria, and the young
protégé of Hume and of Madame du Deffand must
have had some difficulty in listening with patience to
the feats of a certain Gassner, who, under the protec-
tion of the Bishop of Ratisbon, undertook to exorcise
devils for the benefit of the Electorate.> He was said
to have expelled legions of evil spirits from the poorer
orders; and, to judge by the descriptions of Munich
society, it is much to be feared that the fiends must
have taken refuge with the higher.

The Court at that time consisted of the Elector and
Electress, who were childless (the question of the Bava-
. rian succession loomed already in the distance) ; of the
Electress of Saxony, sister of the Elector of Bavaria
and daughter of the Emperor Charles the Seventh ; of
the Elector Palatine and his wife, who, like the

1 Mr. Liston had accompanied my grandfather to Munich in the
capacity of private secretary.

% Wraxall in 1779, found the Viennesc nobility engaged in the
same search.—See his Memoirs of the Court of Berlin, etc., vol. ii. -

3 Sce account in Wraxall's Menioirs of the Court of Berlin, ete.
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Electress of Saxony, were only occasional though fre-
quent visitors to Munich ; and of the Prince of Deux-
ponts,! who claimed to be in the Bavarian succession
after the death of the Elcctor Palatine, the immediate
heir of the Elector of Bavaria, but who, like him, was
childless. An old Margravine of Baden completed the
circle of royal personages, and her death followed the
arrival of my grandfather within the year, and was thus
notified to him by a fair maid of honour whose letters
are among his correspondence :—*La pauvre Margravine
sc meurt d’une hydropisic, et cela pour une pudeur mal
placée, ne voulant montrer ses jambes qui étaient
enflées. Grands Dicux! od la pudeur va-t-clle se
placer.”

The Elector, an agreeable and accomplished, though
weak man, scems at once to have been propitiated by
Mr. Elliot’s pleasing appearance and manners, and to
have made him his frequent companion in his hunting
and shooting expeditions. “The Elector,” wrote Mr.
Liston, “is extremely fond of hunting, and Mr. Elliot
has added considerably to the favour in which he
already stood, by attending him every day he has taken
that cxercise, not to mention his having made almost
the whole Electoral family drunk with punch, once or
twice, after their return from the chase in the evening.”
The Electress, of whom we hear little, except that she

1 Prince Maximilian of Deux-Ponts, afterwards King of Bavaria by
the nume of Maximilian 1., became an intimate friend and a frequent
correspondent of Mr. Elliot's. He was godfather to mv une’» of the
sanme name, born at Dresden 1796.
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had the unfortunate habit of winking her eyes in
moments of unusual emotion, was surrounded by a bevy
of fair ladies, among whom Madame Daun,! the corre-
spondent, already alluded to, and the *black-eyed
Salerne,” were the most admired.2

The other chief personages, whose names or letters
are of frequent occurrence in the correspondence, are
the Prime Minister, Count Seinsheim; the Austrian
Minister, Count Hartig, “ a little decrepit man,” who is
described as constantly pushing forward to attract the
Elector's attention, while the latter coolly talked over
his head to my grandfather, to the great amusement of
the Court; M. de Folard, the French Minister; Baron
Sarny, the confidential counsellor of the Elector; and to
these we may add the Preisings, Torrings, Bercheims,
and others, all leading members of the Bavarian nobility.

1 This lady, though unmarried, had brevet rank in virtue of her
appointment at Court. Her letters are signed Delta.

* A testimony to the attractions of Madlle. de Salerne may be read
in Mogart’s letters, where the following passages occur:—

¢¢ Munich, Sep. 29, 1777.

‘‘ This afternoon I went to Count Salerne’s. His daughter is a maid
of honour, and was one of the hunting party (at Court). Young
Countess Salerne recognised me at once, and waved her hand to me
repeatedly (as she passed in a procession from the royal chapel).

“Oct. 2, 1777.—Yesterday I was again at Count Salerne’s. Papa
must not, however, imagine that I like to be at Count Salerne's on
account of the young lady ; by no means, for she is unhappily in
waiting, and therefore never at home ; but I am to see her at Court
to-morrow.

¢¢ Countess Salerne is a Frenchwoman. The daughter plays nicely,
but fails in time. I thought this arose from want of ear on her part,
but I find I can blame no one but her teacher.”
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par semaine concert, tout le monde y assiste masqué;
apres le concert on joue et I'on danse. Ces assemblées
publiques, od I'Electeur et toute sa cour assistent, sont
d’un grand revenu pour les valets-de-chambre de I'Elec-
teur; car outre que chacun paye & l'cntrée, ils ont aussi
I'argent des cartes, et ils somt intéressés dans presque
toutes les banques. De sorte que ces domestiques ont
presque tout I'argent de la noblesse.”! Mr. Liston, too,
speaks of similar expenses at Nymphenburg as being
very heavy.

Such were the scenes, and such the dramatis persone
to which the young diplomatist was introduced in the
summer of 1774, at the early age of twenty-two. The
accounts of his presentation at Court are amusingly con-
trasted in his own and Mr. Liston’s letters. “Le bon
Liston,” as he is frequently called by Hugh’s foreign
correspondents, gives a somewhat pompous description
of the ceremony; of the dignity and grace of the
Minister, which put the Princes themselves out of coun-
tenance, while the poor Electress took to opening and
shutting one of her eyes “ with the quick involuntary
motion” which “invariably betrays her embarrassment :”
—of the extravagant praises of the ladies of the Court,
and the open envy of the Austrian envoy ; and last, not
least, of the “ bare-faced advances” and ¢ masculine
attacks” made on him by the fair sex in general, winding
up thus :—* What I admire the most is, that he has con-

a-month salary. T never felt the power of music before, but am now a
convert, and have already begun to play upon the flute.”
1 Lettres du Buron Polinitz, tom. i. p. 328.
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trived not to make enemies of those hc has refused, a
point which is surely not to be managed without diffi-
culty.” There certainly does not appear to have been
much scope for romance at the Court of Munich, and
perhaps it was lucky for my grandfather that, as he him-
self says, “ there is not one good-looking woman in this
town, by good fortune, for I should be in great danger
of learning to talk en Pastor Fido, such is the style of
this country.”

_ His letter to his mother, written (July) after his pre-
sentation to the Electoral family, is full of boyish fun :—
“1 made my speech and bows with becoming gravity,
and did not once lose command of my upper lip, which
I find sometimes apt to betray the mournful composure
to which I can now at command bring the rest of my
face.” On leaving the presence of the Electress a terrible
dilemma presented itself—how to retreat without turning
his back on the courtly circle ; happily the terpsichorean
instructions of M. Gallini rushed on his mind, and a
neatly-executed pirouette extracted him from the diffi-
culty “in a manner which could not have wounded
the susceptibilities of the most sensitive Fraw in the
empire.”

His letters to his father are formal and constrained,
recalling old Fuller’s remark that, “ Some, for fear their
orations should giggle, will not cven let them smile.”
To his mother went all the .fun, the folly, the sentiment,
and speculation, which found themselves at the tip of
his pen :—* I wish you was as thoroughly convinced as
I am of the maxim that to enjoy is to obey. I really
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believe that one would better deserve canonisation for
having established societies for the reception de lallegro,
than for having founded the most mortified, starved com-
munity of monks that ever wearied Heaven and them-
selves with their gloomy penances and prayers. As for
me, I believe I have spirits enough to enliven a whole
German court. I am nowsettled at Munich. The town and
society are both very agreeable ; and my future prospects
promise nothing that is tinged with a sable dye.”

And so he began his new life—* youth at the prow,
and pleasure at the helm;” but by the spring of 1775
clouds were appearing on the horizon; dissatisfaction
with the tedious frivolity of the society, disgust with the
“ venal creatures” who preyed upon the Court, and daily-
increasing money difficulties, contributed to give a tone
of gloom to his mind. The most cheerful feature of
the time consisted in the occasional presence of young
English travellers, who, amid much folly and vice, were
not wholly unmindful of better things. Among these
the most conspicuous were Mr. Pitt,! one of my grand-
father's constant correspondents; Mr. Stanley,? a son of
Lord Derby’s; Mr. Bagnall, of whose romantic passion
for a fair Bavarian Delta writes as follows:—“ Il est
devant une jolie femme comme en présence d’une laide
Impératrice,—c'est bien Anglais;” and Lord Lindsay,?
who was travelling with Mr. Brydone. Mr. Brydone,
Mr. Pitt, and my grandfather, in their subsequent corre-

1 William Morton Pitt, afterwards M. P. for Dorsetshire.

3 Mr. Stanley died in 1779.

* Only son of the Duke of Ancaster, succeeded his father, and died
in 1779,
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spondence, frequently allude to a scheme which appears
to have originated with my grandfather, and of which
the object was the formation of a society of patriotic
men. ‘I mean,” writes Mr. Pitt, “ of true patriotic men
—not such as the word now means—who should unite
to carry on good schemes during their whole lives.”!
“ How many hours we have spent in discussing the
plan,” he writes on another occasion, and how infinitely
superior to the society in which they lived did such dis-
cussions make them! All glory to English influences,
which, in the midst of idle dissipation, can still suffice
to raise ennobling aspirations. To borrow a phrase of
South’s, “leaning on hope’s anchor, they did not stick
it in the mud,” but looked on from present follies and
failures to future years of useful life at home.

Dreaming patriots, and black-eyed maids of honour,
what fate was yours? Did the beguiling phantoms of
your youth become the haunting ghosts of after years?
I know not; but to one of you life was checkered
henceforth with joy and sorrow, with failure and success,
in a greater degree than common, and time floated him
rapidly away from the sheltered sccnes of youth.

It seems to have been the misfortune of my
grandfather’s temperament, and onc which was strength-

1 One of those schemes appears to have been the cmancipation of
the Roman Catholics. A great impression had been produced in these
young Englishmen by the sight of the numbers of their countrymen
who, with English hearts, were serving in foreign armies. Mr. Pitt
mentions that four hundred English officers belonging to the Austrian
army had been presented in one day to the Duke of Gloucester, then
travelling abroad. Many of those brave men were affected to tears.
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ened by circumstances, that fits of energy and of high
aspiration were rapidly succeeded by depression and
ennui. With romantic notions of honour, he combined
habits of carelessness and irregularity, and a facility of
disposition which could not fail to bring his affairs into
disorder; with a peculiarly sensitive and imaginative
mind, he was placed by circumstances in a society
which ignored every species of delicacy; with intel-
lectual tastes, his life led him among singularly unculti-
vated minds. And these contradictions of temperament
and of conditions were not overruled, as they might
have been, by & determined will. There was in him a
certain indolence and instability of character which
made performance ever lag behind promise; liking
display but hating restraints; doing as others did with
a dissatisfied consciousness that he should have done
better ; loving keenly his absent friends, but alienating
them by unpunctuality or neglect in his correspondence;
morbidly brooding over disappointments, while forgetful
of the singular good fortune of his career—his letters at
this period give one the feeling of a character that was
out of joint.

To an application, early in 1775, which he made for
leave, for the purpose of setting his affairs in order,
Lord Suffolk returned a most kind and friendly refusal.
Nevertheless, on the score of ill-health, he did shortly
after absent himself from his post, and placed himself
under the treatment of a celebrated quack doctor at
Berne, M. Shuppach.!

! Shuppach was a Swiss peasant of small learning, but * with fifty
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That the reasons for this journey were chiefly
connected with money matters is proved by the fact
of his assuming a false name —that of Mr. Thomas
Bellamy.

From his boyish days Hugh seems to have been
carcless and extravagant in his habits. From Warsaw,
when setting out for Constantinople, he wrote to his
father thus :—“ As I am living on my patrimony now,
I must live on nothing hereafter;” a communication to
which his father might have replied, like the man in a
French play, “ L’air, monsicur, est un fort sot aliment.”
But no previous difficulties had approached in gravity
to those which he was now obliged to confess to his
family, and Sir Gilbert's letters to his son arc both
severe and affecting. In one of them he expatiates on
the mortification he had experienced in abandoning
some intended improvements at Minto—a step which
the demands made upon him by his sons had obliged
him to take. In another letter he says, with admirable
good sense, “ We may certainly live happy in great
poverty, but in modern Europe one cannot act in any
public situation without great fortune or unrelenting
economy.”

It does not appear from the correspondence that the
embarrassments my grandfather had to contend with
were attributable to any other cause than carelessness
in his general habits. At a pcriod when the leading
young men of his country were confirmed gamblers, he
years' experience of the practice of melicine,” during which he had
discovered the elfect of muny herbs, and was supposed to have been
successful in the treatient of various discases.
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seems to have had no taste for play, though living at a
place where it formed the staple amusement. He no
doubt did play, and may have lost more than he could
afford, but of serious debts incurred on this account
there are no traces. The unfavourable reports of his
manner of life which seem to have reached his friends
in England at this time, are by them referred to two
heads : 1st, Expensive habits and a taste for show; 2d,
An undisguised contempt for the society in which he
lived. To these accusations Mr. Liston replied in detail.!
The first charge he dismissed at once, by the statement
that from the moment my grandfather had perceived
the inadequacy of his means to support the ministerial
dignity, according to the notions he conceived of it, he
had manfully entered on a system of economy and
retrenchment. The second charge was not to be so
lightly disposed of. “I wish the dislike were more
owing to maccaronism than it really is. That affecta-
tion would soon wear off, while the uncommon delicacy
he feels with regard to characters and manners is likely
to attend him through life. He has indeed too much
good sense, and is much too well bred to discover the
least symptoms of disapprobation to the persons con-
cerned; but it is difficult to reject the addresses of
almost every woman in the place, without giving offence

! Some of the unavoidable expenses of a foreign minister are
described as very large. At Munich he was expected to fee every
officer of the Elector’s household on his introduction at Court; to be
driven in a coach-and-four when accompanying the Elector to his

country seats; and to pay largely when mounted on the Elector's
horses.
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to some, and his dislike to the society in general is be-
trayed by a constant preference of English men, English
ideas, and English things. He has, however, really
much regard for the Elector, the French Minister, and
some others.” Mr. Liston’s letters! at this time not
only throw much light on my grandfather’s life, but
prove the writer of them to have been a wise and kind
friend, and a judicious adviser.

It appears in those days the personnel of a mission
at one of the minor Courts was confined to the minister
himself. Mr. Liston, who acted as Mr. Elliot’s secrctary,
went out with him in an unofficial capacity,? and during
this very year, 1775, he had to consider the eligibility
of accepting a professorship at Edinburgh, which, how-
ever, he rejected for the sake of remaining near my
grandfather. During the latter’s frequent absences from
his post, Mr. Liston was from time to time called on to
correspond with the Foreign Office, and he was at last
regularly admitted into the diplomatic body as chargé
daffaires.

Mr. de Vismes, Mr. Elliot’s predecessor at the Court
of Munich, bad no secretary, “ contenting himself with
a boy, who understood no language but his own, merely
to copy for him.”

To return from this digression to my grandfather’s

1 In these letters, Hugh Elliot is named under the disguise of the
Prince of Monaco.

* Among my grandfather’s papers is a letter introducing a gentleman
who had officiated as a tutor to the sons of ‘‘Mr. Penn, the proprietor

of Pennsylvania,” and who was now anxious to be employed as secretary,
or in some similar capacity.
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which there were from ten to fifteen guineas, in the
hands of one of the sufferers.”!

To his servants my grandfather was indulgent to a
fault ; and the fourberies of a certain valet, La Coste,
who had his prototypes in the Scapins of French comedy,
are frequently alluded to in the correspondence.

The early part of 1775 found the young diplomatist
rusticating in Switzerland.? How he passed his time
there is not told us; but from a letter of Madame de
Thun’s, it seems that he had written to her in higher
praise of the scenery of the country than of its passion-
less and apathetic inhabitants, for she writes thus in
reply:— . . . “Je n'aime pas & me persuader ¢ que
Uhomme dégénére quand il n'est que laborieux, frugal, et

1 Letter from Mr, Liston to Lady Elliot.

* During Mr. Elliot’s absence from his post, Sir R. Keith passed
through Munich, and visited many of its lions in company with Mr.
Liston. *On Friday,” writes Mr. Liston, 16th April 1775, ‘“‘ we saw
the ordinary procession of the day, which is sufficiently ridiculons. Sir
R. was much amused with the idea of Seeficld’s acting le bon Dieu
on this occasion, which he did as usual. We spent that afternoon in
the gardens of Nymphenburg. On our return to town we went and
saw the procession of the Slaves of Virtue. It consists of the Elec-
tresses, the Dames des Clefs and Dames de Cour, and some of the
nobility (of these last were Madame Max Preising, the Bercheim, and
half-a-dozen more), followed by a dozen of poor girls, who are educated
at the Electress's expense. They visited all the churches and chapels
in town, and some on foot from three o’clock till near eight. The dress
gives them the look of nuns, but it is white and handsome, and serves
rather to set them off than otherwise. I observed that your good
friend the Daun, not to mention others, had thought a little rouge
would give relief to her charms ; the Daun especially was plastered up
to the gyes. ’
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sans passions,’ il me parait si difficile de bien diriger ces
dernitres que je n'aime pas & me convaincre qu'elles sont
absolument nécessaires pour élever I'dme. . . . Je
ne saurais m'empécher de croire que le peuple sans
passions sera le plus heureux et contribuera davantage &
la tranquillité générale.” And then she adds with some
malice, ““ Si vos provinciaux en Amérique, par exemple,
étaient comme les Suisses des montagnes, ils vous don-
neraient bien moins de besogne aujourd’hui. .

Vous conviendrez avec moi que 8'ils n'étaient que frugal,
laborieux, et sans passions, ils se seraient laissé imposer
les lois par PAngleterre, qui n’étant point onéreuses ne
peuvent choquer que leur passion de I'indépendance.

“ Je vous demande mille pardons. J’étais Bostoni-
enne de coeur. Je le suis un peu moins & présent;
cependant j'ai toutes les peines du monde & me rendre
bonne Anglaise dans cette occasion.”—(Luxembourg, 24
Aotit 1775.)

The Austrian fine ladies were, like their sisters of
Paris, ¢ Bostoniennes de ccour;” but a few more years
of the reign of the reforming Emperor Joseph, and a few
more steps taken in the direction of revolution in France,
sufficed to change the current of their sympathies.

In Munich itself, the dread word Reform was heard
in the current year, and was received by the courtiers
much as the blast of the last trumpet may hereafter
be.

A visit from an Austrian Archduke led to expensive
fétes at court, and to still more expensive prescnts.
Though the visitor was grave, taciturn, and shy, “in-
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scepticism. “You are too hard on the fair sex,” says
one. “I had rather not be so clear-sighted as to men’s
motives,” says another. It was a phase of feeling
which most men pass through. Self-deceived even
more than deceived by others, they have still to learn
that life will reflect their own image—‘ as in water face
answereth to face, so the heart of man to man.”

‘While a young man does not pay his debts, all men
are rogues to him; while he makes love to twenty
women, the faithlessness of the sex will be his favourite
theme.

It must have been in a sanguine mood that Hugh
Elliot, from his retirement at Ratisbon, wrote to various
friends at Munich, in the hope of firing them with the
charms of philosophy. To Delta especially he seems
to have urged the great superiority of friendship over
love. ¢ Distinguons ” is easily said, but under certain
circumstances it requires a strong head and a subtle
wit to do it.

She replied: “ Vous étes vraiment singulier ! bien
éloignée de vous taxer d'impolitesse, votre lettre et la
belle franchise qui y régne m’a fait beaucoup de
plaisir; du reste, joubliais de vous faire des remer-
ciments des conseils que vous me donnez. Je les trouve
grands et beaux, et vous avez raison ; mais on s’ennuie
parfois avec toutes ces combinaisons. Excusez si je
vous dis que vos réflexions sont une suite de votre
départ.” At all events, if she was to take up philo-
sophy, she wished to hear him philosophise. “ Que
je voudrais vous entendre discourir ; quelles réflexions |
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quelle varieté | et tout cela avec Liston, votre chien et
les champs pour les seuls auditeurs.”

His retirement at Ratisbon provoked two excellent
letters from Countess Thun.

“Je suis résolue de vous gronder, et cela tout de
bon. Allons, justifiez vous. Vivez-vous comme un
ours ? pourquoi fuyez-vous le monde ? pourquoi vivez-
vous comme une taupe dans un trou? Pourquoi
maltraitez-vous les femmes ? que vous ont elles donc
fait ces pauvres femmes ? vous ne les haissiez pas trop
autrefois | Pourquoi cachez-vous les talens que le ciel
vous a donnés ; et enfin, pourquoi n’étes-vous plus cet
aimable gargon d’autrefois? Si c’est humeur, il ne faut pas
se la passer; si c'est mélancolic, il faut faire un effort
pour s'en tirer; si c’est chagrin, il faut se dissiper; si
c'est une passion tendre, c’est trop: fi! je ne veux pas
sculement le croire, il faut une raison plus essentielle et
plus sérieuse pour un changement comme celui-1a.”

Mr. Elliot must have replied to this letter by a
statement of the pecuniary difficulties which had made
it incumbent on him to withdraw from the expenses of
society, for, in a letter dated December 14, 1775, after
congratulating herself on having drawn from him a confi-
dence so honourable to him, she proceeds to give him
some excellent advice on the necessity of making his
system of economy compatible with the other require-
ments of his daily life, since “le moyen d’une retraite
absolue” is not always within one’s power, though no
doubt more agreeable to a young man’s humour than a
constant carefulness in the management of his expenses.
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To his misanthropical objections to society, she also
replies with no less good sense (Vienna, 1775) :—

“Je ne prétends pas que vous voyiez le monde avec
les mémes yeux dont vous l'avez vu avant de le con-
naitre,—il est impossible d’étre longtemps la dupe de
son néant. . . . Mais que diriez-vous d’un acteur qui se
trouvant sur la scéne goccuperait de l'illusion au lieu de
remplir son esprit et son coeur de son role? Chacun se
doit & soi-méme et aux autres de jouer son role de son
mieux tant qu’il est sur la scéne, . . . Rien n’est plus
dangereux pour un jeune homme avec votre esprit, votre
ceeur et vos talens, que ce systtme d'indifférence. Il
I'est d’autant plus, que vous sentant par 'élévation de
vos sentimens, et par le mépris de ce qui fait I'objet des
désirs du commun des hommes, au-dessus du reste de
Phumanité, vous ne vous en défiez pas |

“ Quand on ne trouve rien dans ce globe digne de la
peine de I'étreindre, quand on raisonne lorsqu’on devrait
agir, quand on laisse éteindre ses passions plutdt que
de les diriger, et qualors on manque de l'aiguillon que
la Nature nous a donné pour nous faire agir, on reste
dans une inaction qui finit par nous rendre coupable.
Et c’est 13 ol vos raisonnements vous conduiront insen-
siblement. Je suis de votre avis qu'un homme qui se
sacrifie au désir de se faire une réputation est bicn la
dupe; mais je crois aussi qu’il y a une sorte d’ambition
quil ne faut jamais laisser éteindre en soi,—celle d’étre
utile & ses semblables. Ce but la est grand par soi-
méme, et mérite bien la peine de s'en occuper. Quand
aux femmes, vous pensez bien que je ne vous en parlerai
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pas sérieusement. J'en demande pardon & mon sexe,
mais j'aime bien mieux qu'on ne parle & aucune que de
g'occuper uniquement de toutes. Je ne connais rien
dans la nature plus méprisable qu'un homme qui en fait
son unique affaire.”

Of an indifference to fame, or an unreadiness to seek
it in active exertion, Hugh Elliot could not be accused ;
his mistake lay in supposing that he could only usefully
serve his country in one way, and that way one which
was not open to him. Either while in Switzerland, or
soon after his return to Germany, he had communicated
privately to Lord Suffolk his ardent desire to join the
army in America as a volunteer.

Believing that his knowledge of foreign languages
and, of foreign armies might make him useful in actiug
with the foreign contingent, he begged that if his ser-
vices could be made available, he might on any terms
rejoin his old profession.

Lord Suffolk’s answer is most kind. (Private,
August 1775.)

“The personal activity with which you are eager to
support the cause of Great Britain does you the greatest
honour, and I must request you not to think me insensible
to the spirit which animates you on this occasion, if I
attempt to check the zeal of it at present, and advise
you to defer, at least, the execution of the ideas it has
suggested. I don’t say that the time may not come
when such an example as you propose may be of essen-
tial service; if it should, I will join with you in laying
aside all other considerations, and recommend it to you
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Englishmen who had spent the winter of 1774 or 1775
at Munich together. One of them, Mr. Stanley,! did
accompany his uncle, General Burgoyne, to America;
the rest were obliged by their families to content them-
selves with vain aspirations after ¢ distinctions to be
earned on Bunker’s Hill.”

Lord Lindsay, the only son of the Duke of Ancaster,
was one of those most bent on volunteering for the army.
He was prevented from doing so by the commands of
his father and the tears of his mother; while Hugh
Elliot, who was supposed to have inoculated him with
the obnoxious idea, was reproached bitterly by his own
family for having countenanced so wild and senseless a
plan. The parents. of Lord Lindsay might have seen
cause to reconsider their determination could they have
read the letters written about their son by his mentor
and companions at this time. That an active profession
was the only chance of saving him from a wasted and
disgraceful life was an opinion shared by all.

Madame de Thun, who had become acquainted with
Lord Lindsay at Vienna, prays that when her son grows
up, she may not be 8o blind to his real interest as “ cette
pauvre Duchesse.” Mr. Brydone, in one of several
letters from Vienna, thanks my grandfather for having
inspired Lord Lindsay with some of that ¢ generous and
noble patriotic zeal which you alone seem capable of
communicating to all who converse with you. .
Till he had the good fortune to meet with you, I
always dreaded that pleasure would have been the

! General Burgoyne had married Lady Charlotte Stanley.
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relation of the Neippergs, and not an unfrequent cor-
respondent of my grandfather in after years.

Mr. Liston, who, from being tutor, secretary, and
adviser, had now become the confidant of a sentimental
correspondence, writes with most amusing distress to
the volatile Minister of the difficulty he had in inventing
probable excuses for his chief, when post after post
arrived without any letters for a certain lady; while, on
the contrary, hers were so heavy and frequent, that Mr.
Liston was obliged to take them out of their covers—
“though, on my honour, I don’t read a word”—and
even then the postage was ruinous !

Again, the lady would learn English, and ce bon
Liston was made to undertake the part of instructor.
“] should not so much mind,” said he, “if the
husband ” (who was a literary character) “ were not
always present, puzzling me with questions about gram-
mar.”

On one occasion an archery féte was held at Stauff,
and, as a delicate compliment to England, the target
was made to represent an American, “revétu de toutes
les marques distinctives dont vos ennemis se sont
décords,” and the fair Countess herself had the good
fortune to knock down the head—a feat which afforded
no small pleasure to her, and some amusement to her
guests. The scene was retailed in a letter by Mr.
Liston to my grandfather, and he adds, “They over-
whelm me with the most flattering distinctions, which,
however, lead me into many expenses.” Poor Mr.
Liston ! neither loving nor beloved, his place was no
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accounts, was “ frantically in love;” and the lady a
beautiful young married woman of a noble Bavarian
family.

Various circumstances, and among others the jea-
lousy of her husband, who determined to carry her off to
the country, invested this affair with an unusual degree
of interest. It is alluded to in all the letters :—¢ Le
Prince Max est fou de la jeune P.; tous les jours
nouvelles sctnes; toute l'illustre famille électorale
s'agite ; le mari est jaloux & I'exces, tout le monde est
soupconné de faire des rapports.” At last the prince
was ordered to rejoin his regiment in garrison at Stras-
burg, and the parting scene appears to have taken place
in public, for an eye-witness says, “ He was beside
himself, and, but for the assistants, would have fallen
on his sword.”

The writer, an English traveller, had himself been
much struck with the same lady, but, discouraged from
all thoughts of further rivalry by the scene at which he
had assisted, he quietly withdrew to Vienna, from
whence he wrote to his friend that ¢ he felt himsclf a
pitiful ass for having stayed so long.”

Towards the end of the summer of 1776 Hugh
Elliot’s first mission came to an end, and Mr. Morton
Eden “ reigned in his stead ;” the latter made his début
at Munich with great success; the people pronounced
him “ engel-schon,” and the dames de cour smiled
graciously on one who promised to be less indifferent
to their charms than his predecessor had been.

I wish, for the sake of my grandfather’s reputation
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for politeness, I could have ended this chapter of his
history without mentioning a trait, which is, however,
too characteristic to be omitted. “ How could you,”
says his friend Mr. Pitt, writing to him some time after-
wards, “think yourself justified in telling your Munich
friends that the day of your departure was the happiest
of your life? Was it not unnecessary to make a round
of visits for that purpose ?”

NoTE.—On his way through Paris my grandfather visited Madame
du Deffand, and thus she writes of him to Horace Walpole :—*¢ Le
petit Elliot est tout-d-fait aimable; il a beaucoup d'esprit, il sent
encore un peu l'école, mais c’est qu'il est modeste, et qu'il est la
contre partie de Charles Fox ; la sorte de timidité qu'il a encore sied
bien & son fige ; surtout quand elle n’empéche pas qu’on en démele le
bon sens et 'esprit.”— Corres. de Madame du Deffand.
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CHAPTER THE SECOND.
1772 to 1777,

THE FAMILY.

I HAVE now brought down the narrative of my grand-
father’s early life to the period of his return to England
and the close of his first mission, in the autumn of 1776,
and in doing so I have confined mysclf solely to that
portion of his correspondence which bears directly upon
his affairs. It will therefore be desirable, before going
any further, to cast a backward glance over the other
portion of the letters now before me—that which relates
to the circumstances of his correspondents. An addi-
tional reason for doing so, before entering on another
year, consists in the changes which occurred in the
family in the early part of 1777, and which amounted to
a break-up of the family home.

When, in 1771, Hugh “ tore himself from his mother’s
arms,” as she expresses it, “ to seek honourable employ-
ment in a foreign land,” the family group had already
lost one of its members by the departure of Alick for
India, which had taken place some time before ; but there
still remained under the patcrnal roof-tree two sons and
two daughters. Gilbert, the eldest, was pursuing his
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would not have met with the treatment from Lord
Barrington, by which he thought himself so much
aggrieved.

Certain allusions in the letters rather lead one to
suppose that the King himself may have been somewhat
cool in the matter of Hugh’s commission, and that when
the latter left England, his father's position at Court
was not what it had been. At all events, there can be
no doubt that Sir Gilbert saw in the refusal of Lord
Barrington to nominate his son to a captaincy in the
Guards, a studied insult to himself, and a triumph to
his enemics. It was “a party move,” as indeed every
question affecting a ¢ Scot” was sure to be considered
in those days. Lady Elliot not only shared in her hus-
band’s feelings, but was still more scnsitive to the hard-
ship of parting with her promising and brilliant son, at
a moment when she had believed him to be about to
enter an honourable career in the service of his country ;
this distress bore all the harder upon her because she
was at the time suffering from ill health, and smarting
under the disappointment of a hope she had conceived
of seeing her eldest daughter suitably married. Many a
long letter did she write to her absent son on the subject
of her grievances.

“ These things give me a disgust to the world that I
can hardly overcome, but yct am chained to the oar, and
called upon to drag still into public a dispirited tor-
mented mind. I can seldom go anywhere without
meeting persons and objects mortifying to me. Lord
Barrington—faugh ! my soul rises at him!—is very
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studious to make up to me when we meet, which polite-
ness I recturn with equal politeness, although I see an
evident sneer on the face of a false heart. What a farce
is this world !”1 ‘
Again she writes, “ One sces one’s-self, from faction
and narrow jealousy, an object of universal ill-will, and
no support from any quarter except the talents of a
person however in some degree upon the decline.” Lady
Elliot’s style, like her feelings, was vehement, and that
her family did not share in the latter to their fullest
extent, is evident from anothcr passage in the same
letter, in which she says, “ You know the characters of
your father and brother’s philosophic minds so well as
to know that they cannot enter into nor understand
what agitates me; their affections are equal to mine,
but their imaginations are not so sensible, and they often
do not perccive, or do not care for, what agitates me.”
This assertion is partly justified by the very concise
manner in which Gilbert informs his brother of the event
that had so wrung his mother’s spirit—namely, the mar-
riage of Isabella’s faithless adorer to another lady. ¢ Mr.
R.’s marriage gives us all great satisfaction. My sister
is glad he is out of her way;” and in the autumn of the
same year, he rejoices that an alarm of opposition to Sir
Gilbert in the county was to carry them all to Minto,
and would give Lady Elliot an occupation she was better
fitted for than that of match-making. A few months
more sufficed to give her some of her children’s philo-
sophy ; and, alluding to her once desired son-in-law, she

! Lady Elliot to Hugh, 1772.
F
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barely admits “ that he might have made a good hus-
band, though corpulent and & money-worm.”

The summer of 1772 was a melancholy one in Eng-
land and Scotland, owing to the numerous failures of
banks, among which that of Fordyce was the most felt.
Dismal are the scenes described. “Not a workman to
be scen in the Adelphi, the Adams having stopped pay-
ment. For some days everybody alarmed and suspicious,
and the run on the banks so great that it was a wonder
any of them stood it.” In the midst of these dreary
descriptions it is refreshing to find Isabella writing
cheerily of her London amusements.! ¢ The Opera is
still good, though the departure of Madame Heinel half
broke the maccaronis’ hearts. The pleasantest thing
we have done was a water-party to Richmond in papa’s
barge. We dined there, and walked and drank tea.
We had Banks and Solander,? and their music, that, if
they had gone round the world, would have gone with
them. At Richmond we met another party, with your
friend Colonel Harcourt and his music, and we joined
partics and went together to Vauxhall. We stopped at
Kew, and sercnaded the Prince of Wales. Solander is
very happy that he is not sure of going his voyage,
though he does not dare say so. They have quarrelled
with Captain Cook, who goes in the ¢ Resolution.””

The autumn found the family at Minto, where they
were joined by Gilbert in time for the Kelso races; he

! Isabella to Hugh, June 23.
* Sir Joseph Banks and Dr. Solander, both eminent naturalists,
accompanied Captain Cook on his first voyage round the world (1768).
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" making his journey from Scarborough in a collier, which
was unable to make the Tyne at Newcastle, and landed
him and a friend on the Durham coast.

While in the north, Lady Elliot and some of the
family went to Edinburgh to see the Dowager Lady
Elliot, who died in the following year; and from thence
Lady EHiot writes thus characteristically of the society
to her son Hugh : —

“The misses are, I am afraid, the most rotten part
of the socicty. Envy and jealousy of their rivals have,
I fear, a possession in their minds, especially the old part
of the young ladies, who grow perfect beldames in that
small society ; but upon the whole there arc many worthy,
agrecable, well-principled people, if you get over the lan-
guage, manner, and address, which are at first striking.”

Early in 1773 we find Lady Elliot writing again from
London. As I have already said, Sir Gilbert was taking
an active part in Parliament, and one not always friendly
to Lord North ; but the kind letters of Lord Stormont
respecting Hugh, and the active friendship of Lord
Suffolk, were producing kindly civilities on the part of
the King; and before the summer Sir Gilbert wrote to
his son that it was intended to send him Plenipotentiary
to Munich. The letters from Sir R. Gunning and Mr.
Wroughton, which were addressed to the Foreign Office
in London, and made such gratifying mention of Hugh’s
military exploits, were read by the family at Minto with
equal pride and rejoicing ; and before the winter arrived
they had had the happiness of welcoming him to England,
and of embracing him again in his London home.
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At that time Hugh was clearly his mother’s favourite
son ; “the joy of my life, the friend of my heart,” as she
frequently calls him; “ planted firmly in the hearts of
all;” and all the dearer to her, perhaps, because not all
her pride in the parts and character of her eldest son
could ever make her overlook his habits of silence and
reserve, which were probably increased in her presence
by her utter absence of self-control. In the course of
1773 he was entered at Lincoln’s Inn, and, his mother
tells us, was highly popular there, “ where prepossession
in a man’s favour is nine points of the game.” No
doubt that during the following winter both the brothers
entered fully into the amusements and follies of the
town, for their subsequent correspondence has many a
reference to those “merry days,” with no less fre-
quent reflections on the drain they had inflicted on
“ the Rhino.”

From the correspondence which recommenced on
Hugh’s departure for Munich, early in 1774, we gather
that the well-known figure of the young maccaroni riding
a long-tailed pony in the park had been sketched by
Lord Townshend for the benefit of his pretty new wife,
and that she carried it about in her work-bag, though
not deeming it “ prudent ” to let her young adorer have
a copy of her own portrait. Miss Walter, the great
“ fortune,” afterwards Lady Grimston,! had been much
touched by the sight of Hugh's dejection on bidding her

1 James, third Viscount Grimston, married, 28th July 1774, Harriet,
only daughter and heiress of Edward Walter, Esq., of Stalbridge,
county Dorset.
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good-bye, though “ she was not so romantic as I should
have been,” said Lady Elliot, “ and preferred a rich peer
to a young envoy;” but “ Miss” somebody else “ would
really have done for you, and made you a rich good
wife, if you had not been determined to say she was
crooked and squinted, before you looked at her.” His
“old flames” the Duchesses of Northumberland and of
Queensberry, “the latter beautiful and coquettish as
ever,” are mentioned as frequently inquiring for him,
and so too did the King and Queen. “ No one ever
left 8o many friends,” said his mother. “ We are cer-
tainly the happiest family in the world in ourselves,” wrote
his sister, “ but I think of all I love you and my mother
best;” and Gilbert in the same strain says,— I lose in
your absence, my dear Hugh, more than anything you
have left behind can make up—a true friend and almost
the only companion I perfectly love. We have all lost
a great deal of cheerfulness, and all know it will not
return till it brings you with it.”

Yet, in spite of all this love and praise, Lady Elliot’s
first letter after her son’s departure for Munich shows
that she was not blind to the defects which threatened
to obscure his many remarkable qualities. Love—true
love—is never blind; quick to see the first germ of
good, it is no less quick to discern the quarter whence
danger may come to the thing beloved. It is the triumph
of love not to love blindly, but knowing all, seeing all,
to love on, through all, and in spite of all.

Writing to Hugh from Minto, July 28, 1774, his
mother tells him she had begun to write letters to him,
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which on reflection she had destroyed, but that she was
now determined, once for all, to enter fully, to him, into
her ideas of his character, and of the dangers his peculiar
temperament would expose him to, sparing neither
praise nor blame, “ for I have never known an ingenuous
mind the worse for praise, nor a candid one for blame ;”
and she then proceeds to draw and to contrast two ideal
portraits of a young man who, possessed of certain good
qualities and defects, rose, in the one case, by overcoming
his faults, to the height of fortune, and, in the other, by
want of the sgame powers of self-control, disappointed all
the expectations which had been formed of him.

The letter is too long to transcribe, and has all the
peculiar faults of Lady Elliot’s style—exaggeration in
expression and a redundancy of words—but it is the
production of a clever woman and of a tender mother.
The picture she gives of Hugh is distinct. Slight and
slim of figure, with handsome features and a spirited
countenance, his appearance pleased, even before his
lively wit and soft and gentle manners confirmed the
first impression. Cultivated in mind, and possessing
all manly accomplishments, he had made himself “a
name in courts and camps before attaining his fifth
lustrum,” and yet remained the “best of sons and
brothers, and the most romantic of lovers.”

But now comes le revers de médaille, and we are
told of the possibility that this uncommon character
might “be rendered useless by a want of economy
which ruined his affairs; by giving himself up to the
indulgence of ridiculing characters that he despised ;
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by neglecting the common forms of civility and at-
tentions, as visits, letters, etc., and yielding to an
hereditary sauntering, alias indolence, which prevented
him from cultivating his talents—led him to lie in bed
in the morning—to lounge undressed till near dinner-
time (as is practised at Horsman's coffee-house, Oxford)
—to dress in a hurry, and be too late for dinner—to
neglect his accounts and bills, by which his family and
affairs went into confusion, his despatches were ne-
glected, and his friends at home disgusted. Having
formed his taste for characters that are rarely to be met
with, the same want of self-restraint led him to be openly
impatient of others of a different cast, and to show them
a repulsive coldness; thus he contracted an ennus that
blasted all the promises of fortune.”

It is remarkable that this letter, which was written
in July 1774, & month after Hugh’s arrival at Munich,
anticipates every charge which was afterwards brought
against him during his residence there, by relatives at
home or friends on the spot.!

Other passages in the same letter show that an idle
winter in London had not been unattended with ill
effects, and that his mother rejoiced over his removal
from “that noxious nest,” where frivolity and extrava-
gance were the order of the day, and his brother
maccaronis—* the absurd puppies of the age”—were
given over to gaming and vice.

While Lady Elliot was taking advantage of the

2 See the letters of Sir Gilbert, of Mr. Liston, Mr. Pitt, Madame de
Thun, 1775-76.
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retirement of Minto to give good counsel to her son,
Isabella was deploring that he was not with them “to
partake of our dancing to a bagpipe, and the charming
sweet sounds of backgammon and billiards, and the
magic-lantern, which are our devices this summer for
passing the evening when we have company, which, after
a good ride in the morning, and a good dinner, prepare
for a comfortable slecp at night.” Kelso races were par-
ticularly brilliant that year. In those days the dwellers
on the southern Border seem to have frequented them
as regularly as the inhabitants of the four counties
(Roxburghshire, the Merse, the Forest, and Tweeddale),
the Northumberlands and Delavals being as constant
attendants as the Buccleuchs, Douglasses, Kerrs, and
Elliots.

Parliament was dissolved in October, and, before
the new one had assembled, the family left Minto, none
of them ever to return, except Gilbert, whose home
it was to be, and Isabella, who went there once only,
and for a very short period, on a visit to her brother.
It does not appear that any of them, except, perhaps,
Sir Gilbert himself, entertained any affection for the
place, and the ladics certainly considered that going
down there “was a great breach in society.” The
love of Minto, which we now guard like some here-
ditary spell, came in with a stranger, for Gilbert’s
wife was the first who is said to have “loved Minto
passionately.”

But the Minto of those days was not the Minto of
these. The sheet of water which now reflects labur-
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nums and rhododendrons in sight of the windows, was
then a narrow burn running under banks shaggy with
thorns; where the flower-garden is now, stood a dismal
little church in a corner dark with yews, and dreary
with unkept graves; the manse, surrounded by a few
untidy cottages, overlooked the little glen, and was
near enough to the house for the minister to see the
family as they sat at dinner in the round room on the
ground-floor, known as the “ big room ” by uncles and
aunts, and as the ¢ school-room” by the children of to-
day. The rocks may have been finer then when no
woods hung like drapery on their sides, but from the
old castle one must have looked down on muirs and
heaths where now lie the woods of the Lamblairs, or
the green slopes and corn-fields which smile in pleasant
Teviotdale.

The green hills are possibly the only feature in the
place which remain unchanged, though the village which
clusters at their feet is new.

In those days roads were few, and drains were not,
and the dwellers in a land where high farming triumphs
will sometimes lament the days when fences were odious
and turnips undiscovered. Yet, on the whole, though
sunny days may then have shown bright stretches of
whin or of heather which have disappeared now, we
must admit that we live on a drier 8oil, and in a more
“innerlie ” country, and have a greater variety of cheer-
ful pleasures than fell to the lot of our forefathers; so
peace be to their ashes ! even though they did not care
for Minto.
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The meeting of Parliament in December 1774 had,
as I have said, assembled the family in town. Gilbert,
who had taken his first fee at Durham in the preceding
summer, was now steadily applying to law, and Isabella
is the chief chronicler of the amusements and on dits of
the town during the ensuing season.! “There are forty
young Etonians in the new Parliament, and about 170
new faces. Bob, the waiter at White’s, is chosen for the
same place with Mr. Wedderburn, upon which Lord Suf-
folk said, he made no doubt they would make a very
distinguished figure, being both dred to the Bar.”

On the 20th February 1775, we find in Walpole's
Journal? that Lord North astounded the House by a
proposal of conceding to the Americans the right of
taxing themselves, such taxes to be revised by the
Legislature at home; this last clause, however, to be
merely formal. Walpole describes the debate very
graphically, and his account is confirmed in most parti-
culars by the letters. Lady Elliot says, “ Sir Gilbert’s
part was much applauded. . . . I fancy the measure
will be abused in the long-run, according to the present
spirit of the nation; and for my own part, I am per-
suaded, though every means should be taken to prevent
the English and Americans from destroying each other,
that this is much too crude and hasty a concession not
to have the appearance, on the other side of the world,
of fear, and thercfore will make them ten times more
refractory than ever.”

“The King does not like this new piano opera. He,

1 Isabella to Hugh. * Vol i. p. 468.
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like you, has more taste for the bravura songs: but I
hate them, and am glad to hear cantabile, for I hate hiss-
ing and cat-calls. Lord Suffolk sings loud in the chorus
of the piano piece; his first secretary, the handsome one
(Eden), has been much about Lord North of late.”!

The Opera occupies a larger space than Parliament
in the letters of the sisters.? “There is a new opera of
Rauzzini’s composing, which is the prettiest music I ever
heard, upon the story of Pyramus and Thisbe, which is
very much admired. He sings and acts admirably, and
all the ladies who have any feeling cry at it. I should
also have been much affected if I had not unluckily sat
behind Beckie Scott,® who sospirid and piangered so
much, and wet her handkerchief so plentifully, that I
was like to die with laughing at the time Rauzzini was
in the agonies of death. And you must not be angry,
but I assure you Lord Stormont turned quite pale, which
also diverted my obdurate heart. Fop’s Alley was also
much moved, 80 you may with truth assure his friends
at Munich, he, like Orpheus, can move oaks and stones
with the divine powers of harmony.”

Lord Stormont’s unreturned passion for Lady Henri-
etta Stanhope,? is alluded to in the published memoirs
of the time, and very frequently in this correspondence.
“There is no describing,” wrote Lady Elliot, “ how ridicu-
lous such a passion is in this dispassionate town, where

1 This letter is partly in cipher. 2 Isabella to Hugh, May 1775.

3 She afterwards ran away with her music-master. See Walpole’s
last Journals, vol. i. ‘¢ A most dismal marriage,” wrote Isabella.

4 Daughter of Lord Harrington, married to Mr. Foley.
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genuine serious persevering love never appears;” and then
ever keen to feel a slight put upon her friend, and plain-
spoken in the expression of it, she pronounces the lady
“ @ sailing peacock, and an insufferable rigid coquette,
who made a jest of the poor soul to her feather-headed
companions.”

In the same letter, intended, as the writer said, to
amuse and not to instruct, we learn that ¢ the town was
in its usual state as to amusements, gaming, and extrava-
gance this winter. A new married duchess has been
the observed of all observers. The newspapers have
handled her much too roughly on account of her dress,
which is only fantastical ; she is giddy and beautiful,
and her mother, a woman of unexampled qualities, tries
to restrain her, but she has given herself up to the
guidance of the club ladies. There was an intention of
a play being to be acted when all the fine ladies and
gentlemen were to perform. There was to have been a
grand ballet in which the Duchess of D., Lady B. Stanley,
Lady Jersey, Lady Melbourne, Lady Cranbourne, Mrs.
Hubert, etc., were to have showed off, but friends and
husbands interposed. The same people, with the two
Royal Dukes, are to have a great féte on the river the 5th of
June. It isto be a race of boats; twelve small boats, just
~ large enough to keep above water and to contain two men,
are to sail from Westminster Bridge, and to row against one
another, and it is thought they will go sixteen miles an
hour. All the city barges are now painting and deco-
rating for it, and the different trades are to have barges
with pageants. The whole is to end in a masquerade



1775) AMUSEMENTS IN LONDON. 77

at Ranelagh. It will cost an immense sum, but nobody
knows how it is to be paid; in short, never were people
so foolish as in the great world just now; but, thank
God! it does not seem to spread below a certain set,
who are laughed at by the rest of the world.”

When in June the boat-race took place, Isabella wrote
—“ Alas| for the first time for three weeks, to the utter
distress of beaux, belles, and watermen, the evening was
blowing and cloudy, and at about seven o’clock, when the
boats were to set off, a violent shower of rain came down.”

Then, as now, all London talked for weeks of fétes,
which, when they came to pass, were voted ¢ the stupidest
thing imaginable.” Nightly at Ranelagh 4000 people
met; 5000 tickets were issued for one night's admission
to the Pantheon, to hear a woman sing, whose voice had
a greater range than the harpsichord. Masquerades,
private balls, and regattas, for the amusement of the two
Royal Dukes, occupied the world of fashion, and “ we
had some very good parties ourselves,” at one of which,
‘g little private party,” Franky North personated the
young Lady Sutherland, just arrived from the north, and
“8go well, that your friend Cadogan was quite taken in,
and made up to the fortune, till all of a sudden Franky
gave a great Westminster halloo, to poor Cadogan’s
extreme confusion.”

‘While the sisters, and chiefly Isabella, were writing
to their brother on such topics as these, his parents
found painful matter of correspondence in the condition
of Hugh'’s affairs, which became known to them at this
time. Ancxiety for his health also disturbed his mother’s
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mind, and when to these causes of disturbance were
added the flight of a clerk from Sir Gilbert’s office, with
a sum of £10,000, for which he became liable, and the
grave and threatening aspect of political affairs, which
in Sir Gilbert's opinion made the existence of the
Ministry very doubtful, it is not to be wondered at that
the letters of the parents in no wise partook of the cheer-
ful tone of their children.

“ As to the house in general,” wrote Sir Gilbert,! I
should not be surprised if they were soon obliged to
break up altogether. The want of foresight, manage-
ment, etc., has been terrible. As to your old dog Boat-
swain,? he is as fat and lazy as ever; he does very well
to keep the hall, and has a good tongue there, but is
not fit for the field.

“ Gage returns; Howe gets the command ; the ships
are in great forwardness. I can’t say so much for the
army. Your old fricnd? sticks to rules, tape, and pack-
thread. Procrastination is the ruin of business; dispatch
in everything is half the battle. Enthusiasm and vigour
prevail abroad, and they have certainly officers.

“ Qur troops have becn too few, and their conduct
what you seec. So we always begin; perhaps things
may mend.”

Turning to his son’s affairs, he says—*“The only
difficulty you have to struggle with is money, and that
is a great one. Your total ignorance of its value, and
of what it would do at your first setting out, has been
not only a great loss to you, but I am afraid will be felt

! 31st August 1775. ! Lord North. 3 Lord Barrington.
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by you through much of the career you have still to
run. It is most difficult to recover what might have
been easily saved. A profuse indulgence to worthless
servants is the most thankless and least creditable of all
expenses—it would ruin a prince.

“Your coming to your present situation so young
wants nothing but a resolute manly forbearance for one
or two years, to render your future progress most pros-
perous and comfortable. Foreign situations yield enough
to subsist on, and to act too, but not to represent the
country as they ought ; but the country must sec to that
—the individual gets no thanks for ruining himself.

“I pray God may bless you, and that many great
and amiable talents may not lose their effect by the want
of a few vulgar and ordinary ones; but of all mistakes
none can be greater than to become poor for fear of be-
ing thought so. Depend upon it, something is always
wrong when & man is ashamed of his real situation, and
seeks to hide it.”

The pleasantest feature in the family correspondence
at this date is the delight with which all hail the suc-
cessful début of Gilbert Elliot at the bar. Every letter
from home dilates upon it, and Hugh’s answers are full
of joy and affection. Lady Elliot tells it very character-
istically to Mr. Liston, in a letter which he describes as
filling thirteen pages, “ beautifully written.”

“1 know,” she says, “ the pleasure it will give you
to learn the success my son has had in his first appear-
ance in his profession. He has given a rare instance of
resolution in withdrawing himself from the pursuits of
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the world to those of the most persevering study. When
it came to the point, you may believe I had much trepi-
dation, although I had always comforted myself that if
he failed in this, it would be the first thing that ever he
failed in that he attempted in his life; yet, as I had so
seldom heard him speak, I had some degree of doubt of
the rapidity of his tongue and the strength of his voice.
But I was soon relieved with a note from Sir John Dal-
rymple, saying, ¢ Thanks to the Gods ! the boy has done
his duty; to which was added, ‘ The De'tl a fears o’
him ;" to which I answered, ‘ Son of &Emilius, and thy
cousin® Paulus, he must do more, and by the Gods he
will I’ He is now deemed a counsel learned in the law.
He is greatly encouraged by his success, and firmly
rooted in the ground on which his ancestors on both
sides flourished.”

Sir Gilbert’saccount is not less full; and Isabella writes
that her father’s anxiety was greater than her brother’s.

The summer of 1775 found the ladies of the family
at Tunbridge Wells. From thence they wrote long and
characteristic letters to the absent Hugh.
) 1 In onc of Hugh's early letters to his mother, he congratulates

himself on having inherited through her the ‘‘Dalrympian gift of

rhetoric!” Sir John Dalrymple and Lady Elliot were cousins. Her
father, Hew Dalrymple, second son of the Honourable Sir David
Dalrymple of Hailes, Lord Advocate, and grandson of the first Viscount
Stair, Lord President, had assumed the names of Murray- Kynnynmound,
on his succession to the estates of his nephew Sir Alexander Murray
Kynnynmound, of Melgund, etc., who died without issue. Lady Elliot-
Murray-Kynnynmound was the only child of Hew Dalrymple by his

marriage with Isabella second daughter of Hugh Somerville, of the house
of Cambusnethan.—See Douglas’s Peerage, edit. 1813, vol. ii. p. 625.



















































1776} SIR GILBERT'S ILLNESS. 97

Hugh accompanied his family as far as Avignon;
there he was relieved in his melancholy duties by his
brother Alick ; and, apparently on account of matters
connected with his recent appointment to Berlin, he
returned to England, after a parting so sad and painful,
that Sir Gilbert is described as frequently recurring to it,
saying, with a sigh, “ Poor, poor Hugh! how unhappy
he was to leave us.”

And far bitterer still that parting would have been,
could a glance into the future have revealed to him that
not only of his father, but of mother and brother! he
was taking a last farewell ; and that when he should see
his favourite sister again, his chosen and cheerful com-
panion, there would be ¢ upon her face the tint of grief,
the settled shadow of an inward strife,” and even he,
her best and dearest, would have no power to bring
relief to ¢ that which preyed upon her mind, a spectre
of the past!”

1 Alick did not return to England till after his brother’s departure
for Berlin in the spring of 1777, and early in the summer of the same
year he went out to India, where he died in 1778.
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a new party in the county, which, under the name of the
independent interest, frequently and successfully con-
tested in after years the representation of Roxburghshire
with the nominees of the Duke of Buccleuch. On this
- occasion Sir Gilbert was returned without a contest ;
and having previously resigned his seat for Morpeth, he
returned to town at the end of February as M.P. for
Roxburghshire.

About the same time Hugh departed for his new
post at Berlin, which he reached on the 1st of April.

The Court to which my grandfather was now
accredited was as unlike as possible that which he had
just left. In place of the gay and dissipated Munich,
he found a capital of regular and handsome architecture
indeed, but in “ the streets of which reigned an air of
dejection at noon-day, scarcely any passengers being
seen except soldiers.”> The only court held there was
that of the Queen, the neglected wife of Frederick the
Great; to her all presentations were made, and her
receptions, at rare and stated intervals, were the only
royal entertainments at which Berliners were called upon
‘to assist; but so parsimonious were the habits of the
Court, that the occasional glimmer of an old lamp in the
staircase of the palace was sufficient to make a passer-
by exclaim—* Her Majesty doubtless holds high festival
to-day |” and so scanty were the provisions at the royal
table, that those who had the honour of partaking of
them previously fortified themselves with a repast at
home. Thiébault tells us, that on one occasion a great

1 Wraxall's Memotrs, vol. i.
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égards—on y traite les ministres & la Vénitienne; la
cour et la ville ont peu de communication avec eux, les
personnes auxquelles ils se lient, et les maisons qu'ils
fréquentent deviennent mémes suspectes; ils vivent
beaucoup entre eux, ou seuls, selon leur génie; leurs
sociétés sont des especes de klops (clubs) anglais, ils
n’ont pas besoin de briller par les équipages, et le seul
train nécessaire est d’étre en état de bien donner i
diner & leurs amis—voild bien des titres pour Berlin
vis-d-vis de vous! D’un autre coté, il y a beaucoup
de princes qui ont chacun une manitre de petite cour,
il faut les voir et ceci est une géne un peu multipliée.”?
The princes alluded to by the Marquis Louis d'Yve
were, besides the King and Queen, the prince? and
princess® of Prussis—both of whom became subse-
quently friends and correspondents of my grandfather—
Prince Henry, the King’s brother, who lived chiefly at
the castle of Rheinsberg, at about twelve miles from
Berlin, and the princes of Brunswick, nephews of the
Qucen,—other princes and princesses there were who
came and went, and some who lived constantly at
Berlin, but in a degree of retirement which prevented
them from being known to the foreigners who at this
date visited Berlin.

Mr. Elliot appears to have formed his earliest social
relations in the country among the members of Prince

! Ratisbone, 27 7br /76,

3 Afterwards King Frederick William, nephew of Frederick the
Great.

3 A princess of Hesse-Darmstadt.
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Frenchmen who had been induced by Frederick to form
an academy at Berlin.

Mr. Harris had described them to his successor as
“little above our village schoolmasters;” but my
grandfather,'! who had both literary and scientific
tastes, scems to have frequented their society and to
have liked it. There are many letters from various
academicians in this correspondence, but the men are
best known from the amusing memoirs of Thiébault, one
of their number.

To Mr. Harris my grandfather was indebted for a
pithy description of the members of the diplomatic body,
among whom he was now to take his place.

I insert it here—it will be seen that the names are
in the second column, the qualities of the proprietors in
the first.

FRENCH MINISTER — Pons, Marquis de.

Optimus.
PALATINE MINISTER. —
Good ; to be consulted about Schlipp.
visits.
SARDINIAN, —
Ingenious ; odd ; suits me; good Rosignan.

for an Italian.

ACUSTRIAN. —
Clever ; honest ; morgue.

Swicten.2

! During his idlest days at Munich he had corresponded with
Mesmer on the subject of animal magnetism, and with Mr. Brydone on
electricity and kindred topics.

? He was soon removed, and was succeeded by Count Cobentzel.
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SWEDEN. —
Enfant avec de la barbe.

DurcH MINISTER. —

. Heyden.
Friend of Harris ; faults, but good.

Nihil. Pr. Doulgor.ouky.
Sweterheim.

0dd ; avoid familiarity. Michel.

Avoid generally toutes les femmes.

In addition to this sketch of diplomatic personages,
there is a similar table describing the chief persons in
society ; but as it can no longer contain any interest, I
shall only transcribe one entry.

) -_-Barons Kniﬁlléuséﬁ, lkrﬁ)@s;
Denon, Marechale. Avoid all
of the name of Wrech.

PriNcE HENRY'S COURT.—
Tracassiers, faux, impertinents.

Madame Verelst.—Good ; mention Harris's respect and esteem an
often as possible.

I find no letters from Mr. Elliot describing his first
impressions of Berlin; but in the letters addressed to
him there are passages which throw some light both on
the reception he met with, and on his own views of the
place and people.

Thus Mr. Brydone, writing on the 2d May 1777,
says,—“ It gave me great pleasure to know you have
met with so agreeable and so gracious a reception; I
was sure, indeed, this would be the case, as you are
exactly the character the king likes.” And Madame de
Thun writes :—* J’ai été bien agréablement surprisc de
voir par votre lettre que mes alarmes sur les désagré-
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success to old England, play at cribbage till four; at
four, go to a lecture on Chemistry; at five, mount the
nags again, or, if there should be a violent supper in
town, dress, arrive there at seven; from seven to nine,
play at shilling whist ; at nine, sit down to supper with
forty people, faire I'agréable with amiable neighbour;
to bed at one, and rise next morning with a comfortable
headache, and melancholy reflections upon high living
and poverty,” but of Madame Verelst's “fairest daughter,”
not one word !!

And now, what was thought of Hugh at Berlin ?

Thiébault tells us that at this time arrived “M.

"Elliot, homme d’esprit et délié; de plus, assez bel
homme, trés-vif, ct trés-aimable, original sans doute :
on n’est point anglais sans cela ;” and then, to prove the
originality of the Minister's opinions, he goes on to
tell us, that one day giving a dinner to some academi-
cians, “il nous soutint” that Shakspeare was sublime,
and much more so than Corneille, while Racine was
never sublime at all. To these assertions such a flood
of eloquence was replied that the host appears to have
closed the discussion by the assurance that he had
much admiration for Racine, who was onc of his
favourite authors.

On another occasion, says the same writer, he under-
took to prove to us that the French language, which he
spoke perfectly, was, when compared with any other
modern language, and more especially the English
language, an essentially poor one.

There was certainly some originality in propounding





















17771 RELATIONS WITH THE COURT. 119

envoy—the latter affected to disregard the king—the
king, growing gradually more and more hostile to Eng-
land, amused himself by twitting her representative with
the failures of her policy, and the unsuccessfulness of
her arms; and the minister retaliated by replies, of
which the sarcasm was equally delicate and sharp.
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with Denholm Dene. But all these delights have been
interrupted by Kelso races, which kept us all last week
from home. The meeting was called thin ; excellent sport,
and good balls, where I flatter myself with having made
new conquests in an uncommon way, some by talking,
some by laughing, some by dancing, and some by strong
beer; how shocked will you be at this last, it is not at
all sublime or delicate, but purely rustic and natural. I
had the pleasure of knowing the whole time that I was
the object of staring and observation, and the dread of
a drunken husband every evening; somehow or other,
however, he escaped all inconvenient jollity, though
many of the geniuses sat up all the three nights, dancing
on tables and climbing up the walls. I can’t say how
glad I was when it was all over. We spent a day with
Lady Diana Scott; their place is quite delightful, the
prettiest I have seen except our own, but I like my own
the best.

“ We have a ball at Jedburgh in view, so no prospect
of tranquillity as yet. . . . I declare, when I look
back to the last twelve months, it is so full of circum-
stances, and those of the most material ones in our lives,
that it is quite a dream—that is, like one; God forbid
it should be really so, that would be a bad joke. You
will have the Harrises soon at Berlin; I must in that
respect envy you and them.” A few allusions to Bob
wearying over his studies, and to Alick broiling under a
tropical sun; to Eleanor’s anxieties about her baby, and
to Lady Elliot’'s melancholy state of feeling, occupy the
remainder of the letter, which terminates thus :(—* And

K
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when I look round I find no one without distresses but
myself.” Had they been written at the time, she might
have quoted the words of Longfellow—

‘¢ And only the sorrow of others
Throws its shadow over me.”

The chief event of the autumn, in the estimation of
the family, was the first public appearance of Sir Gilbert
Elliot in the House of Commons, of which Isabella thus
writes (Nov. 28) :—You will, I am sure, rejoice to hear
that my brother has made his first appearance in the
House of Commons, with very great approbation. He
seconded the address, and though he was vastly terrified
when he went down to the House—poor soul! he was
as cold as ice—notwithstanding so great a disadvantage
everybody joined in giving him the highest degree of
praise, and there was the greatest disposition possible
in the House in his favour.”

On the 16th of December Sir Gilbert wrote to his
brother a description of the scene which ensued in the
House on the receipt of the disastrous intelligence of
General Burgoyne's surrender. “ The House of Com-
mons sat the very day on which the news from Canada
was received. It was a singular moment. Lord George
Germaine very shortly, but in a manly way enough, told
the story to the House ; Opposition began, by the most
extravagant expressions of deep sorrow, from which
there was a pretty sudden transition to violent rage,
mixed here and there with a spice of triumph; and the
patriotic grief which opened the debate had soon de-
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Street on the same day, by the same mail, says, “ The
story ” (of Burgoyne’s disaster) ¢ is mortifving and embar-
rassing enough ; but the nation is steady, the parliament
temperate, the administration firn. We have full con-
viction, indeed, that the Americans are no cowards, but
that is no reason with us against fighting them, and
all the world, if necessary, in a just and honourable
cause.”

Such were the views of politiciana. Mrs. Eden
probably described with tolerable accuracy the general
impression produced on the more frivolous part of Lon-
don society by the evil tidings from the colonies. “ News
is arrived from America,” she wrote, “ which Govern-
ment people say is nothing, and the Opposition say is
very bad.”

Similar differences of opinion have been seen in our
time between ins and outs, and go far to justify sensible
women in “ defying and despising politics”—betaking
themselves to preparations of pap!

The letters which were written to Hugh by his
family during the winter of 1777 and 1778, confess a
melancholy fact, which might have been surmised from
the rarity of his mother’s letters among his correspond-
ence of the preceding summer—namely, the existence of
a partial estrangement between herself and her favourite
son. Misunderstandings appear to have existed on both
sides, and to have dated from the time of Hugh’s last
return to his father's roof—that time of re-union so joy-
fully anticipated, so sad in the reality, so painful in the

wpection.
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If the renewal of personal intercourse had not tended
to strengthen the sympathies of mother and son, subse-
quent neglects of punctuality in correspondence, which
led to suspicions of reserve and of diminished confidence,
had served to increase these mutual discontents, till at
last Sir Gilbert openly alluded to them, and in his usual
tender manner assured his brother that on the side of
the family there was no diminution of the warm affec-
tion all had ever borne to Hugh.

He writes—*“ My idea is that you, in the course of
last summer, conceived that your family and friends
here had in some respects neglected you, and had per-
haps permitted your absence to cool their affection and
love for you; and that you have farther conceived that
some circumstances in your public conduct may have
deprived you of a share of your favour with those in
Government, with whom you are more particularly con-
nected. You see I state a subject which, between any
other two men might seem a delicate one, quite plainly.
The fact is, that no subject between us can be delicate,
because you know my heart and its sincerity as well as
I do myself, or as if it were in your own breast. I have
mentioned this apprehension of mine merely to assure
you that if you have in fact, as I suppose, admitted such
fears, you may and must immediately dismiss them.
With respect to myself, eternal absence, and even eternal
silence on both our parts, would make no diffcrence in
the truth and warmth of my admiration and affection
for a character which I know thoroughly. I can make
the same assurances for every one with whom blood or
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friendship has connected you; with respect to the other
part of the apprehension which I have imputed to you,
I have made it my business to inquire, and can assure
you with truth that your conduct has given entire satis-
faction, and has not only been approved but applauded.
Before 1 quit this subject, let me ask you if there is not
an awkwardness between my mother and you—jyou
know the powers of her imagination; trifles light as
air, etc.”
‘‘ Alas! how light a cause may move
Dissensions between hearts that love,
Hearts that the world in vain had tried,
And sorrow but more closely tied ;
That stood the storm when waves were rough,
Yet in a sunny hour fell off,
Like ships that have gone down at sea
When heaven was all tranquillity !
A something, light as air—a look,
A word unkind, or wrongly taken ;
Oh, love that tempests never shook,
A breath, a touch like this hath shaken.”

Sir Gilbert’s appeal could not fail to meet an imme-
diate response from so warm a heart as his brother’s,
and accordingly Hugh must, on receiving it, have written
to his mother in a strain which produced from her the
following reply :—“ My dearest and well-beloved son—
Your letter has touched me with the most lively emo-
tions of joy, tenderness, and affection. These proofs of
affection from a beloved child are the rewards of
parents for all they have suffered on their account.”

The mists which had hung between them were
dispersed, and during the short remainder of her life
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adage, “ Let well alone,” is no safe guide in matters of
this nature,—let them alone, and they soon become
anything but well. There are perhaps no more painful
surprises in life than those which attend the reunion
of long-parted friends, whose affections have rested on
what once was, but is not, and who find out too late,
that to suit each other always, they should have grown
with each other’s growth, nor should have allowed the
influences which moulded the one to leave the other
unchanged.

To grapple with adverse circumstance was not one
of my grandfather’s characteristics ; but, if his mother
knew better than her son how to hold love fast, perhaps
it was harder to her to let go unrepiningly the feelings
she had no power to retain. The parent’s destiny
seemed too hard for her; not to be loved less, but to
see others loved more; to resign such sympathies and
confidences as belong to similar ages, and tastes, and
pursuits; and to rest satisfied with the conviction that
in his sadder hours he would surely return to seek that
comfort in her love which belongs to him “ whom his
mother comforteth.”

From the time of her husband’s death, Lady Elliot’s
health, which had never been strong, showed symptoms
of rapid deterioration ; perfectly conscious herself that
such was the case, her letters about this time bear
evidence of a disposition to put her house in order
before setting forth on the journey whence there is no
return. Her counsels to her son read like farewells.
Her remarks on the prospects of her other children
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are in the tone of one whose own future is not of this
world. :
Writing to Hugh, in January 1778, of the actual

situation, and the probable future of her children, she
thus expresses herself concerning her eldest son Gilbert :
—¢ Nothing can exceed the excellence of his heart and
head ; all he wants is a further stimulus to exertion. . .
His appearance in Parliament has raised him high in
opinion, or rather in expectation, for it must be followed
by subsequent ones, which I hope it will this session.

.. He is in a degree independent, and I am sure
very much unconnected, except with the King and Lord
Suffolk. At the same time I hope that politics—that
waning inconstant planet—will never be his principal
object, having a so much greater, and as I think, nobler
and more independent one, in the certainty of law, if
once he take root in that great field. I suppose you
would differ from me in this opinion, and would prefer
the other line; but I speak and know from experience
the difference there is to a man of spirit between what
depends on his own actual strength, and on the fluctu-
ating conditions of faction, intrigue, or favour. . . .
Therefore, I most devoutly wish the bar to be my son’s
ultimate object. His domestic happiness in his wife is
as great as it is possible to desire. She is indeed a
charming creature, and is to me the greatest possible
comfort. Her love for her husband will make her con-
form to every circumstance that is for his interest and
honour. It is impossible for two people to suit more
entirely.”
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Isabella’s situation, which at her mothers death
would become one of painful loneliness, or of dependence
on others, weighed heavily on her mother’s mind ; and
though Sir Gilbert and his wife urged her in the most
tender terms to entrust them with the charge of their
sister, Lady Elliot strongly felt, that “to fix the point
of their living together would be unwise, in spite of the
reciprocal affection subsisting between the parties; for
manners, tastes, and tempers, must all correspond to
make living together agreeable ; and should it be once
determined on, and then given up, a quarrel is supposed
to be the cause, which is an injury to the peace of both.
Therefore, 1 think, a certain time should be specified,
and it may be prolonged at plcasure.”

Lady Elliot’s uneasiness on this score was subse-
quently removed by a kind offer, on the part of the
Queen, to provide for Miss Elliot, by attaching her,
when the occasion should arise, to the household one
day to be formed for the Princess of Wales.

Long, however, before it became needful to take any
steps for the arrangement of such a houschold, poor
Isabella Elliot had been laid in her grave; but the com-
fort which her mother found in the belief that an inde-
pendent and agreeable position was secured to her
favourite child, served to remove her chief cause of
distress from the last moments of her life.

Public affairs never lost their interest for Lady
Elliot ; though she wrote, “ I can give you little intelli-
gence about them.

“ A French war is much believed ; I seec no end of
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that but one, the loss of credit, and consequent con-
fusion. . . . It is curious to see a thoughtless
pampered people beginning to wake from their fallacious
dream of security, which they believed scarcely Heaven
itself could overthrow.! The first result is the spirited
raising of regiments for the service. I do not believe,
if the storm comes, the Premier will face it. Lord
Chatham is thought the most likely, but that can only
come from a hard necessity.”—(Jan. 28.)

On the 2d February Lady Elliot wrote again, under
the impression that & union had been effected between
Lord North and Lord Chatham, that the latter ¢ had
offered his services at this crisis and had been accepted.
His expression, I hear, to the king was, that he ¢ would
go to the other side of the Atlantic for His Majesty’s
service.’2 I do not pretend to judge,” she proceeds,
“but it seems to me that Lord Chatham has made a
false step in this affair, and from impatience for power
and office has ruined himself with his friends by coming
among his enemies, unsupported but by one man in the
cabinet, and if his policy is unsuccessful ke will be the
sacrifice at last.”

Rumours of Lord Chatham’s recall to office were rife

! Mr. Liston had been struck the year before by ¢ the sang froid
with which people talk of entering on a war with the whole House of
Bourbon.”

2 Compare with this speech, attributed to Lord Chatham by some of
Lady Elliot’s courtly friends, that which Walpole, with probably just
as little truth, puts into his mouth a few months later. ‘‘The king
made new overtures to Lord Chatham. He said he would not meddle
with the dirty people of the Court. If the king liked dirty company
he might keep it.”— Walpole's last Journals, vol. ii. p. 244.
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through London in the first weeks of 1778 ; the gloomy
aspect of public affairs had given rise to a general desire
that he should resume the reins of power; and when it
became known that an attempt at negotiation with
Lord Chatham on the part of the Rockingham party
had failed, owing to the antagonism of their views on
American policy, which made a common action impos-
gible, the world immediately decided that Lord Chatham
was preparing to support Government against those who
were for giving way to the Americans.!

Gossiping storics were also afloat concerning an
alliance between Lord Bute and Lord Chatham, which
had no better foundation than an interchange of com-
plimentary messages betwecn the two veteran statesmen.
To these reports Lady Elliot could hardly lend an ear,
remembering ‘ the perpetual endeavours that were
exerted to preserve his2 union with the king in the end
of last reign and the beginning of this, and the jealousy
and coldness this produced from our first connections.”

The policy of Lord North’s ministry had been so
uniformly unsuccessful from the time of their advent to
power, that the most sanguine of their supporters
began to feel disheartcned. Uncomfortable misgivings
clouded the cheerful confidence of Mr. Eden :— The
short and plain truth,” said he, writing from Downing
Street, January 9, “is, that the poor old island is in a
devilish crisis, and the embarrassments in which she is

1 Vol. iv. of Chatham Correspondencc. Letter from Lord Rocking-
ham, Lord Mahon’s Hist. of Eng. vol. vi. p. 212.
2 Lord Chatham’s.
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mission of the slightest kind. France and Spain pretty
openly encourage them. Prussia does the same secretly.
The measures which such conduct induces keep us every
moment on the edge of war, but we are stout.”

On the 10th February Sir Gilbert wrote—* Of the
public I have little to say; the prospect of recovering
America by war is certainly at an end. The people are,
I doubt, pretty unanimous; the country would defend
itself almost without troops, and they have large and
well-disciplined armies to oppose to ours. All that can
be said in our present situation is, that if new exertions
have but a chance of recovering any part of our authority
in America, and of redeeming the honour of our country,
it is our duty to make them.”

A subsequent letter by the same writer gives a
sketch of the conciliatory measures proposed by Lord
North, the debates on which are fully given in Walpole's
Last Journals; and early in March it was known that
Lord Carlisle, Mr. Eden, and Mr. Jackson, were to be
the commissioners appointed under one of the new acts
to treat with the Americans for peace.

On the 13th of March M. de Noailles delivered to
Lord Weymouth a declaration from the King of France,
acquainting his Britannic Majesty of the conclusion of a
treaty of commerce and amity with the independent
states of America. On the 31st Sir Gilbert wrote to his
brother — “ We consider war as certain, and it is not
easy to one unacquainted with the etiquette of public
transactions to know why the declaration of war is
delayed. France and England are making the first
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or four in the morning. It was reported to-day that the
war would be declared at Charing Cross to-morrow ; but
this is certainly not so. London appears fuller than any
town I ever saw, and the buzz in the streets, and the
faces of the people, are beyond description. The whole
world are in red coats; most of the militia look very
¢ bourgeots, but are fond of showing themselves off in
Fop’s Alley.”

A month later (April 20th) Isabella described
London as empty, “ and many people not intending to
return through summer, as the militia were to be en-
camped in various places. Lady Derby, Lady Cran-
bourne, and many other ladies, intended to follow the
camp, but this the king has absolutely forbade, as it
would have been such a scene of amusement; so their
camp equipages, uniforms, etc., are of no use. There is
no chit-chat at present; people are very sober and
settled, except what is called the fine set, who are too
much above humanity to interrupt their pleasures for
any carthly or heavenly reason, and they make the con-
versation of the rest of the world, which is not worth
repeating by letter.” Isabella is, as usual, the chief
chronicler of the gossip of the town—Mrs. Eden occa-
sionally assisting with a droll account of somebody’s
love affairs, prosperous or otherwise; but ever persistent
in her contempt for politics. 1 hear,” she wrote, “you
are in doleful spirits about the nation—so is everybody.
We shall be ruined and undone; but, as it cannot be
helped, I shall not make myself unhappy about it—
though I sincerely wish the war were over, that so many
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character. This would do well in many stations, but in
yours it gives alarm. Be of good heart, and take heed,
my dear Hugh, and you cannot fail of acting an eminent,
honourable, and important part on the great stage of
the world.”

The summer of 1778 found the Edens sailing on the
high seas; the Dowager Lady Elliot nursing her failing
health in strict retirement, cheered by the society of her
children and grandchild; Sir Gilbert preparing to put
aside his wig, and to stick a cockade in his hat ; Isabella
living ¢ with a few friends,” of whom she says—‘ The
Duchess of Ancaster, Lady Grimston, Lady Priscilla,
and Mrs. Lockhart make the chief part. Lady Priscilla
sang last night like an angel ; and Lady Stormont like
a human being |” and the rest of the world allait tou-
jours son train. “ Lord North and Lord G. Germayne
have a great deal of abuse to bear this session.”  There
are more bankruptcies in the fine set than ever; execu-
tions in private houses, and maccaronis flying abroad.”
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CHAPTER THE FIFTH.
1777 to 1778.

BERLIN.

It is probable that the sense of a change in his relations
with his family was one of the causes for the deep
depression which hung over my grandfather’s spirit
during the winter of ’77 and ’78 ; but the sole cause it
was not, for money difficulties constantly harassed him,
and were all the more sensibly felt as his attachment
for the fair Mademoiselle de Krauth took a deeper and
more serious character. Writing to Mr. Pitt,! who
had lately visited Berlin on a tour to the northern
Courts, he says—* I believe you doubt of the reality
of my reasons of uneasiness, and attribute to nerves
and temper a state of mind occasioned by anxiety and
distress respecting objects over which I have no com-
mand, and that ought not to affect me more than the
rest of mankind. Whatever be the cause, I know the
effect, and rather than submit to it would burst this
embryo of existence, and, in the words of the poet,
spring to light, or sink to darkness, as I think either
better than the long tedious glimmering of the feeble

! November 1777.
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Rapid variations of mood have been ever accepted as
a lover’s normal state, but, in the present instance, they
may, perhaps, be no less naturally accounted for by the
disordered condition of Mr. Elliot’s health, which about
this period began to show symptoms of long-standing
and serious derangement.

The year 1778 was spent by him entirely at Berlin ;
and, to judge from the letters he wrote and received, its
course was one of checkered light and shade.

He continued at times to exult over the agrémens
of his life ; at others, to lament the manifold expenses
into which these led him. We find him at one moment
writing admirable philosophy to- his friends on the
employment of time, and the adoption of the highest
motives for action; and at another, laying himself open
to their retorts by his own inconsistencies and wayward-
ness. Heaven is just—it gives to some the power of
reasoning, and to others that of acting conformably to
reason. My grandfather, at this period of his life, shone
pre-eminently in the former class.

The spring found him attending on the death-bed
of his old friend, Lord Marischal, as he was commonly
called. This remarkable man, who to the end of his
days rctained the titular dignity to which, as head of
his family, he had an hereditary right, was the eldest
son of Lord Keith, hereditary Earl Marischal of Scot-
land. Born in 1685, he lived to within seven years of a
century ; having in his youth served under Marlborough,
he died in the reign of George the Third. A devoted
adherent of the Stuarts, he left his native land on the
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papers are treated at home with the contempt they
deserve, abroad our politicians are too greedy not to
swallow everything. I wish it were possible to publish
every week an authentic negative gazette, for instance : —

“ Gibraltar is not taken.

“The French are not landed on the coast of
Sussex.

“ Ministry have not resigned.

“ The fleet is not rotten.

“The Duke of Richmond’s and Fitzpatrick’s speeches
are not gospel.

“ For my own part I am silent, and keep my breath
till I can join in the chorus with the British lion. One
roar will drown all this impertinent clamour, and frighten
Europe into its senses.”

To another friend he exclaims in despair—* For
God’s sake tell me what you think of Old England;
from this distance she scems old indeed, sans eyes
sans teeth, sans cverything.”

About this time Isabella was writing to her brother
that “ there was a very comical scene at the opera last
night. Lord North came into the house for the first
time this winter, and was very soon sent for; upon
which the whole people here were led to believe that
the French had landed on the Sussex coast, and that
there was a rebellion there. The story gained credit,
and before the end of the opera, you never saw such an
excitement. However, the gentlemen in their militia
uniforms seemed very brave, and ready to kill French-
men by dozens; and the whole foundation for the
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Lord Mahon, “that the leading admirals and generals
of the war were also, for the most part, members of
Parliament; that throughout the spring of 1779, we
find not only Admiral Keppel and Sir Hugh Palliser,
but also Lord and Sir William Howe, and General Bur-
goyne, able themselves to allege their grievances or
defend their conduct. In some of these cases there
were committees of inquiry, and examination of wit-
nesses, but in none any clear or positive parliamentary
result. These altercations, in the full details, could not
fail to interest, because they inflamed the party spirit of

the day.”
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CHAPTER THE SIXTH.
1778 to 1779.

IN the course of 1778 the Dowager Lady Elliot’s
illness took so serious a turn that her life was despaired
of. She, however, rallied sufficiently to be removed to
Bristol, where it was hoped that the air and waters
might produce temporary amendment, though recovery
was no longer deemed possible.

Writing from Clifton in September, Isabella says—
“The summer has passed very calmly and serenely.
We are living in a beautiful country, and I have learnt
philosophy enough neither to reflect too much upon
what is past, or look too much into futurity. Bob is of
the greatest consolation to us. You will hear with
pleasure that he has been preaching with great success
here. He preached at the cathedral (of Bristol), and
acquitted himself so well that the mayor desired him to
preach the assize sermon, which is their great day in the
year. His sermon was a very good one, and his manner
and delivery were much admired; but I own it seemed
not a little strange to me to hear Bob lecturing the
judge and corporations with just dignity.”

Bob was a poet as well as a preacher, and some of
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say, if Philadelphia is left and given up to the rebels,
that independence is declared, and America lost; and
that they who have been friends to Government are in a
most dreadful situation. It appears certainly a most
melancholy thing to desert this large city, which very
far surpasses any idea I had of it ; and all the countryis -
most beautiful.

“We have left Philadelphia, and are once more on
board the Trident in the river Delaware. To-morrow, I
suppose, we shall weigh anchor and proceed to New
York. I shall be delighted to see my uncle’s family. I
hear he is beloved by all parties. I passed all the night
before last in an open boat, and had no place to lie on
but the boards; nevertheless I am not one bit the worse,
though I was much afraid now and then, as we were so
near the enemy’s shore. We could hear the people on
the watch calling to each other, and every little while I
thought we should have been fired at. All the vessels
are this moment sailing by the cabin-windows, at such a
rate, that I suppose by this time the town is deserted by
our army. You cannot conceive a more beautiful, nor
a more melancholy sight, than the one at present before
me. Imagine the most beautiful view you ever saw,
fine woods on each side—the richest country in the
world. Imagine this river covered with vessels in full
sail, a8 thick as possible, crowded with people leaving
the city where they have been born and bred, flying
from an enemy—which enemy may consist of relations
and friends—leaving their whole property and all their

N



_ SR R R SRR NTIR reve B
A s oo

178 MEMOIR OF HUGH ELLIOT. [1778

fortunes but what they can carry with them. It is indeed
a most horrible scene !

P. 8. (apparently added at New York).—* Beef and
mutton are 2s. 6d. per pound ; porter, 3s. a bottle. In
short, how the poor inhabitants live I cannot imagine ;
indeed, description would fall far short of it all.”

[Mr. Epexn to Huca.)
“ New York, July 15.

“ We are blockaded by a French fleet, which at this
moment is immeasurably superior to ours. The spirit,
however, of our people, in this mortifying moment, is
very comforting to a civil observer like me.

“The soldiery are all running to the navy, with the
leave of the commander-in-chief; and our fleet, such as
it is, is most completely manned. Before these arma-
ments separate, if we can give the account of thesc perfi-
dious and profligate Frenchmen that we hope and wish,
our honour and interests may once more be established
on this side of the Atlantic. We have 26,000 troops in
these islands. It is well you are not here; Eleanor
says you would be mad. Your uncle, the commodore,
is second in command under Lord Howe. Your other
uncle, Mr. Andrew Elliot, is a very sensible and respect-
able man; he has a beautiful place about two miles
from this town, where Eleanor and I occasionally sleep.
He has a very numerous family, and will be totally
ruined if we cannot recover our affairs; yet he is per-
fectly cheerful.”!

1 A short time after the date of this letter, Mr. Eden’s second
daughter was born—Catherine-Isabella,
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In so far as they relate to private concerns, these
letters are full of cheerfulness, and the hope that their
writers would soon be restored to their own country
gave a further stimulus to the spirits of the Dowager
Lady Elliot and her daughter.

In November they moved to Bath, where they were
soon joined by all the members of the family in England.
It was the final gathering before the scene dropped.
For some time previously, Lady Elliot had been pained
by her inability to write to her absent son Hugh. Once
more, however, about a fortnight before her death, the
effort was made, and the result is a very long and
tender letter, which conveyed to him the last expressions
of his mother’s love, before it was silenced for ever.

On New Year’s Day 1779, Sir Gilbert wrote to his
brother, that on the 28th of the preceding month their
mother’s spirit had passed away. Grievously afflicted
with bodily ills, “ she, nevertheless, waited with compo-
sure for the last stroke. At times she conversed pretty
cheerfully with her family, and informed herself with
wonderfully minute solicitude of all that could in the
smallest matters concern those whom she loved. Her
conversation was strong and lively; her Christian faith
and submission perfect. My poor sister was never from
her heart ; and if anything still attached her to life, and
made the hour she looked for otherwise than joyful, it
was the pang of parting with her. I need not tell you
that she often talked of you.”

Another era in Hugh's life was closed. Much love
and much happiness were in store for him in future
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years ; but the all-enduring, all-hoping, all-believing
affection, which had sheltered his childhood, and gloried
in his youth, was gone from him for ever.

Isabella went home from Bath to her brother’s house,
and “nothing,” she wrote, “ can exceed their tender
kindness to me.”

Shortly afterwards Sir Gilbert was suddenly sum-
moned to Scotland, in congequence of an announcement
that Lord Robert Kerr would stand for the county at
the next general election; but the Duke of Buccleuch
continued to give his support to Sir Gilbert, who in no
long time was able to write to his brother, that it was
¢ singularly fortunate that circumstances, not to be com-
manded by me, have given me an independent seat for
this county, in the midst of such enormous estates and
8o powerful interests.”

In the course of the spring Isabella, resuming in
some degree the usual style of her correspondence
with her brother, tells him of the marriage of her
friend Lady Priscilla Bertie to Mr. Burrell.—* The
Duke of Ancaster returns again to America, to the
great grief of his mother, who, if he was not so wild,
would be quite happy at the marriage of Lady Priscilla
to Mr. Burrell, which was 8o violent an inclination as
totally to engross their hearts. I believe he is a very
good kind of man, but somewhat coxcombical in his
habits. Miss Julia Burrell, the only sister unmarried, is
shortly to be married to Lord Piercy, who has resigned
the staff. Lord Harrington died last night, which
makes a great change to Lord Petersham, whose mar-
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rattas, where he had been sent on a political mission of
importance. His death was a severe blow to his family,
who had conceived the highest hopes of his future
career from the singular combination of mental and per-
sonal qualities which formed his character. To abilities
calculated to make him play a leading part on the
political stage, he united a strong will and a sweet
temper. His untimely fate called forth unusual expres-
gions of regret, and a glowing tribute to his distinguished
qualities was paid by Mr. Burke in the House of
Commons.

This second bereavement, so soon following on the
death of his mother, came with overwhelming force on
Hugh, who had in the short interval between those two
events been deeply though less severely tried by the loss
of two of his friends—Lord Suffolk, whose kindness had
never flagged, and Mr. Harvey, his most intimate com-
panion. “These two last years have robbed me of
father, mother, brother, patron, and friends. I am sixty
years old in losses of everything dear to me !”

Thus deprived of the objects of his earliest affections,
he began to feel all the more the necessity of forming
new ties.

“ M. Elliot,” says Thiébault, ¢ était devenu éperdu-
ment amoureux de Mademoisclle Krauth ;” her mother
was supposed by him to object strongly to her marriage
with a foreigner, and with one whose uncertain prospects
and small private fortune had been disclosed unreserv-
edly to her by himself. In the course of the previous
year several notes had passed between them on the
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risge had been contracted between her daughter, a
Prussian subject and an heiress, without his previous
consent—for it does not appear that their marriage was
ever a secret from her. However this may have been,
Mr. Elliot wrote to Sir James Harris! as follows :— I
am married in private, without the mother’s consent, to
the Krauth ; after the éclat of my attachment to her, I
had the choice between folly and dishonesty—my affec-
tions pleaded for the first, my conscience forbade the
latter. On my part there is very sincere affection, bad
health,? poverty, and the other defects of character which
nature has bestowed on me, and which art has never
tried to conquer; on hers, there is youth, beauty, and
strong parts. My project is to keep the matter secret
till the king’s death.® The Prince of Prussia, Prince
Henry, etc., are as much my friends as princes can be. I
despise the world too much to fear its vicissitudes, and
think her worth sacrificing life and fortune to, if neces-
sary.”

1 9th July 1779.

3 Mr. Elliot’s constitution had never thoroughly recovered from the
effects of the fever which had attacked him during his Danubian cam-
paign in 1778 ; since which time he had been liable to severe fits of
illness, which baffled for a time all medical treatment. After oue of
these he wrote to Mr. Harris, 5th March 1779 :—*‘ Physicians, that
universal distemper, have proved the efficacy of their art in increasing
suffering. I believe my original distemper cured long since. . . . I
have learnt from the double capacity of foreign minister and invalid
that in physic and politics the practitioners are usually blind and pre-
sumptuous. The health and happiness of mankind are lavishly sacri-
ficed to quack ministers and quack physicians.”

3 He was certain to object to her fortune passing into the hands of
a foreigner.
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He did not question that the idol was one to whom
the incense of such sacrifices would be as sweet per-
fumes.

“ Prudence, reason, calculation of possibles,” wrote
my grandfather to some one else at this time, not, how-
ever, with any other than a mental reference to the
subject of his marriage,—* these are the crutches with
which feeble minds halt through life. I have but one
rule—to do that which my conacience says is right, let
the consequences be what they may.” Unluckily, when
the first steps were taken in this unhappy business, my
grandfather’s conscience seems to have been “ en bas de
'escalier,” as a Frenchman said his wit was when most
wanted, and prudence and reason had taken to flight
before it appeared on the scene.

His friends at St. Petersburg and at home certainly
believed that the marriage had been desired by the
young lady’s friends from the first moment of Mr. Elliot’s
arrival at Berlin, and that he himself never shared in
this opinion, and that Madame de Verelst succeeded in
gaining and in preserving his entire confidence and
esteem, are arguments which in no wise affect the view
of the matter entertained by his friends, since all the
trust and confidence which he withheld from persons
indifferent to or distasteful to him, were reserved to be
added to the brimming measure which he gave to
those he loved. Clear-sighted to a fault, even suspi-
cious of the motives of the generality of the world, he
was credulous as a child where his affections were con-
cerned ; his correspondents perpetually warn him not
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to believe and confide in ‘precisely those whose society he
affected the most.

The summer and part of the winter of 1779 were
spent by Mr. Elliot in England; we therefore lose sight
of him for a while, except in the letters written to him
by Isabella and Sir Gilbert from Minto, many of which
show them to have been anxiously expecting him there,
but the meeting did not take place till winter recalled
the Elliots to their house in Lincoln’s Inn.

My grandfather’s absence from his post brings Mr.
Liston again on the scene, and we find him very soon at
his old employment, remonstrating, pacifying, excusing,
and receiving confidences from all sides.

Having done all he could to prevent the marriage,
he now did his best to make it happy. It is impos-
gsible to make her believe she has no just grounds of
complaint; she cannot understand that a man will
make the greatest sacrifices for her sake, and yet cannot
overcome his habitual indolence.”

“Si j'avais un amant qui voulut de mes lettres tous
les jours, je romprais avec lui!” said Madame de la
Fayette. Mr. Elliot would have been a lover after her
heart, but unhappily the lady of his love was not of the
same mind ; and when, as too frequently happened, the
English post came in without anything for her, she was
at first distressed and then provoked. Mr. Liston paci-
fied her with explanations of his own invention, not
probably venturing to interpret to her what Sir Gilbert
calls the “ family paradox—how possible it is to neglect
abominably those we love truly and dearly ;” but to his
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Luckily for us, Mr. Liston wrote of other things
besides the domestic affairs of his chief. The following
extracts from his letters are selected as containing charac-
teristic anecdotes of the great King. On the 29th May,
he describes the King’s return to Bérlin from the army:
—¢The King arrived here on Thursday at three o’clock ;
came in by the Konigs-strasse, and drove straight to the
palace. The people made little or no noise, because
they knew he does not like it. They pretend a woman
threw herself on her knees before him, as he stepped out
of the coach. ‘Was will sie §” said he; no answer.
She caught hold of his coat, and burst into tears. ¢ Was
will sie denn ¢” no answer. He then asked a third time.
¢Ich freue mich,” said she. He made a bow to her and
seemed affected, as were the spectators. A few French-
men, standing at the bottom of the stair, called out,
¢Vive le Roi!’ on which he turned about, smiled, and
said, ¢ Bravo /’ All the foreign ministers, nobility, etc.,
had been assembled from ten o’clock to wait for him.
He did not go into the room they were in, but joined
his generals and Prince Ferdinand in the other room.
After embracing his brother, and saying a few words
to three of his generals, he retired and ordered dinner
immediately. After dinner he stood nearly three hours
in one of the windows with Schulenburg, looking over
papers and doing business. A great crowd gathered
together in the Place to stare at him. He wrote to the
Queen, saying he could not see her that day, he had so

and investigation of her defenceless state described in the paper re-
ferred to.






190 MEMOIR OF HUGH ELLIOT. [1779

renvoie.'— Mais Sire, elles sont venues avec les Prin-
cesses, elles n'ont point de voiture, elles ne peuvent pas
gen aller. Si votre Majesté le permet, on leur donnera &
diner dans un autre appartement.” ¢ A la bonne heure;’
and this was accordingly done. ¢Eh bien, Madame de
Kannenberg,’ said he, when dinner was done, ¢ qu'avez-
vous fait de votre Madame de Stockhausen et de I'autre.’
¢ Sire, je les ai mises dans 'anti-chambre.’— Ha! ha !
ha! elles sont fort bien 1A— leur place.’”!

This trait of discourtesy is followed by a graver
charge of harshness, carried to extremes, which produced
a fatal result in the tragical death of a certain Major
Appenbourg, who commanded last campaign the grena-
diers, composed of the battalion of Guards and of the
regiment of the Prince of Prussia. “ They were at
Jigerndorff in winter, and there was considerable deser-
tion. The King, before leaving Silesia, found great
fault with this, and the major decided upon returning to
Berlin, but was often hcard to say, his resolution was
taken. On his arrival, his Majesty said some harsh
things to him; on which he went home, wrote a letter
to the King, which he left on his table, and shot him-
gelf. The letter was carried to the King, who is
said to have been much shocked. It had been a long
premeditated affair. He has left everything in excellent
order.”

A visit of Mr. Liston’s to M. de Hertzberg’s country
residence affords some curious details concerning the
simple, though peculiar tastes and manners of a favourite

1 Mr. Liston to Hugh Eiliot, June 3d.
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minister of the great Frederick. M. de Hertzberg had,
at various times, conducted important diplomatic trans-
actions; and at the time of my grandfather’s residence
at Berlin, was associated with the venerable Count
Finckenstein in the administration of foreign affairs.
Frederick held him in high esteem, as he was one of
the few personal friends of a sovereign who was more
admired than beloved. During the King’s last illness
M. de Hertzberg attended him, and held him in his
arms at the moment of death. It is said that the new
King, on arriving at the deathbed of his uncle, was so
touched by the unaffected grief of the old and faithful
friend attending there, that his first act of sovereignty
was to take from his own breast the order of the black
eagle, which he habitually wore, and to place it on the
neck of M. de Hertzberg, who very soon aftervards
became his first minister, and was accused by the French
party of fostering anti-French sentiments in the new
King's mind.

“July 27,1779.—1 have spent a day with M. de
Hertzberg, who was here, and am exceedingly pleased
with his farm and his farming, which is on a large scale,
and is conducted (with a view to profit) with all the
minuteness of attention required in agriculture, and so
seldom found in any but those who have been bred to
the business from their youth. He knows every cow by
her name, and how many quarts of milk are sold every
day.! The manner in which he talks to his boors, and

1 The milk was sold daily by dairymaids on the flight of steps
leading to the entrance-hall.
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the familiarity and bluntness with which they answer
him, depose strongly in favour of his good nature; and
the manner in which he lives leaves no doubt of his
opulence. . . . He bad no company with him, and his
housekeeper and servants did not seem to think it pro-
bable I was to have the honour of dining with him, as I
arrived on foot; so that we sat down exactly to the
dinner prepared for A¢m, which was sufficient to satisfy
appetite, but as homely as I should have found it at one
of my neighbour farmer’s houses in Scotland, and the
cloth hardly so clean. The drink, brown and white
beer of his own brewing, and one single glass of wine.
His dress! was still plainer than it is in town, and a
small round hat, his hair hanging loose and without
powder. Nothing ever brought so strongly to one’s
memory Curius Dentatus roasting his turnips, or the
Dictator ab aratro. But I could have wished that these
stories had not been so conspicuously painted in his
apartments, for it has the appearance of comparing him-
self to those men, which would not do. When he
touched on politics it was with his usual openness. He
regretted not having been sent to make the peace of
Tetschen, in which case he thinks many things would
have been more favourable to Prussia. There is no
doubt of his favourable disposition to us, but he is, like
others, led away by Maltzahn’s opposition accounts of
the distracted state of the ministry and the nation, and
by the false views held up in the ¢ Courrier de I'Europe’

! Usually manufactured of silk spun by the worms on his own
mulberry plantations.
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and other foreign gazettes, and seems to wish rather
than to hope that we may be able to extricate our-
selves.” In other letters Mr. Liston describes the senti-
ments entertained by the Prussian nation towards the
French as anything but friendly, in spite of the well-
known dispositions of the court; and he mentions
having been charged by various persons to send them
the earliest news of any success which the English
might obtain at sea over the French.! As for society,
he says, ¢ There is nothing new under the sun—Mon-
day a pique-nique, Thursday an assembly. The same
parties arranged at cards ; the tables placed on the same
individual spots as when you last saw them; the same
figures dancing. But of these, if you were here, you

! Mr. Elliot was ever ready to encourage the well-wishers to his
country’s cause. Writing to M. d’Arnim from London, August 1779,
he said—‘ Were I to enter upon the present state of Great Britain, I
could write volumes without exhausting an unfathomable subject.
History does not contain a more singular epoch in the annals of any
nation. Torn by the violence of faction, weakened by a most expensive,
bloody, and unnatural civil war, attacked by the combined force of the
House of Bourbon, loaded with a debt unparalleled in any age, unsup-
ported by foreign allies, deserted even by fortune, at variance with the
winds and waves, we have not lost courage, and I am one of those who
believe that we shall rise again superior to every enemy, and be what
we ought to be—a curb to the ambition of the House of Bourbon, and
the defenders of the liberty of mankind, which is in more danger than
you seem to apprehend, if France and Spain succeed in outnumbering
and crushing our marine.” The accession of the maritime force of
Spain to that of France was not viewed with unmixed satisfaction by
the adherents of the latter Power on the Continent. *‘ The Prince of
Prussia (August 1779) expressed a fear that the French had too much
baggage to encumber them. ¢ What baggage, Monseigneur?’ ¢Les
Espagnols.’""—Letter of Mr. Liston. :

o
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would take notice of none but one. That one in public
behaves 8o as to give satisfaction to the most jealous lover,
though she certainly does not give equal satisfaction to
the poor devil who happens to be her partner. She often
speaks to him with such coldness and such nonchalance,
that I, an indifferent spectator, am apt to be angry.
There are the usual dinners at this minister’s and at that
minister's—who has seen one has seen all. If I look
under the trees I see Pons or Fontana stalking along to
go out to the park, or Dolgorouki strangely sticking on
the top of a horse; or the very same figures crowding
out on a Sunday, which we have looked at a hundred
times.”

-Before the year closed Mr. Liston had it in his power
to tell my grandfather a story which was the nine days’
wonder of Berlin at the time, and became the subject of
discussion and criticism throughout Europe. It will be
found at length in the 2d vol. of Thiébault’s Memoirs,
page 20 ; but to make the following letters intelligible it
will be necessary to give it shortly here:l—A miller
named Arnold, residing in a village in Pomerania, had
presented a memorial to the King some year or so
before, in which it was stated that he, the complainant,
rented of the King a water-mill for 300 rixdollars, but
that in consequence of the stream having been directed
from its natural channel by the orders of Count N——,
the miller's works were stopped, the rent was not forth-
coming, and the man was starving. The King sent the

1 Lord Dover's Life of Frederick the Great. Thiébault’s Souvenirs
de 20 Ans a Berlin,
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CHAPTER THE SEVENTH.
1780 to 1781.

BERLIN.

My grandfather retarned to Berlin in the spring of 1780
—returned, as he says, to find “ nature buried in sand,
and mankind in slavery;” and with so many regrets for
the “ clear streams, green fields, and stirring interests of
English life,” that, had the  attraction to Berlin been
less powerful than it was,” he might have found it a
hard task to tear himself away from home. “Would
that men could be turned out to grass like horses, and
that T had been wicked enough to have been sent a-
grazing with Nebuchadnezzar!” On his way back to his
post he stayed a few days in Paris to consult doctors,
and writes of the impression he received there, to a
friend at home, in the following words :— I never made
so interesting a visit to the capital of our enemies.
They are perfectly disgusted with the war and their
ministers. The name of an Englishmen has again risen
to its sterling value ; and were it not for the trust they
put in our divisions at home, I do not believe they
would continue the war six weeks.! You have no idea
of the avidity with which ils s’arrachent le ¢ Courrier de

! Before the year closed, M. Necker, ‘‘as the leading minister in
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history; they were spent entirely at Berlin, except
during very short excursions in the neighbourhood ; and
we gather from almost every letter that he was happier
than he had ever been before. “ Berlin is dull and in-
sipid,” he wrote, “but that is nothing to me. I have
at home all that I require.” His unusual regularity as
a correspondent is remarked on by his family and friends ;
and they in their turn are desired to write frequently of
pleasant things to amuse “ Charlotte.” My wife is
so fond of your letters,” he wrote to Sir Gilbert, « that
I can think of no better way of teaching her English
than by begging you to write to her often, and to make
her answer in English.” Her picture was painted for
Sir Gilbert, and great were the discussions as to the
backgrounds and hues of drapery which should do most
justice to her blue eyes and brilliant skin. “ If you take
half as much charge of your wife’s appearance as you
did of mine,” said Mrs. Eden, “I pity her from my
heart.” Whether the family ever received this picture
or not remains untold ; but an unknown miniature found
in a desk of my grandfather’s, and given to me last year,
agrees 8o entirely with the description in his letters of
the looks and dress of his wife, when sitting for her
portrait at this time, that we can have no doubt any
longer as to whom belonged those long fair curls and sky-
blue draperies. The picture, in a curiously-worked gold
frame, is well preserved, but the back has been removed.
It probably once contained hair, or a name or date.

In looking over such a correspondence as this, the
map of a whole life is unrolled before one. The starting-









1780} ILL-HUMOUR OF THE KING. 205

unwilling admiral. Yesterday he repeated that he did
not conceive how it sometimes happened that both
French and English ¢ trouvaient le vent contraire’ in
their naval engagements.”!

“No one can tell,” wrote my grandfather,? “ the
misery of appearing in public here in moments of
disgrace and defeat. In my public despatches I
dwell less upon the general ill-humour of the King,
and his particular dissatisfaction with England, than
I might be warranted to do, were it not an ungrateful
task to expose the weakness of humanity in prey
to the infirmities of age and an irritable constitu-
tion. It is sufficient to say that sudden starts of
passion hurry him (the King) beyond the bounds
of reason. In one of these Maltzahn was recalled ;
and since the Chancellor’s disgrace none of His
Majesty’s ministers count upon the stability of their
places.”

The recall of M. Maltzahn from London, and the
appointment to that post of an ¢ ill-conditioned fellow,
merely to spite the English cabinet,” gave occasion to
one of Mr. Elliot’s happicst repartees. * What do they
say of in London ?” asked Frederick, tauntingly.

1 Captain Elliot, writing to his nephew Hugh about this time, says,
¢T always admired your king as a general, and, from what you tell me
of his sayings, I cannot help thinking he would also make a most excel-
lent admiral. I wish to God he would come here and command our
fleet ; T would serve under him with more pleasure than any British
seaman. I think we should be better, too, if he had the command of

both our Houses of Parliament, for our d—d boasted constitution will
sink us to the bottom of —.”

2 To Lord Stormont, July 1780.
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“ Digne représentant de Votre Majesté;” replied Mr.
Elliot, bowing to the ground.!

That the King’s ministers were justified in their
opinion of the precariousness of the tenure by which
they retained office, was proved in the course of the fol-
lowing year by the sudden dismissal of Baron de Borck
—an event which caused a great sensation at the time,
and is thus related by my grandfather :—

“ During my absence”—he and his wife had been on
a visit to the charming Prince and Princess of Anhalt
Dessau, who are quoted by him and others as models of
every virtue—*‘ during my absence a singular event took
place. I called on Baron Borck the night of my
return to ask what news. ¢ None of consequence to the
public,’ replied he, ¢ though there is a bit of news not a
little interesting to myself—I this morning received my
dismission.’ Judge of my surprise! He was at that
moment supposed to be in great favour, and was destined
by the voice of the public to be named Minister of State.
His ingenious wife had scraped together a motley troop
of comedians who acted in his coach-house. Upon this
theatre Baron Borck’s fortune split. The king wrote to
him : ¢ Si vous voulez &tre comédien vous ne pouvez rester
& mon service ; il faut opter entre le théatre et votre poste.
Réponse—* Sire, Les incommodités de ma femme 1'ayant
obligée de se renfermer chez elle, elle avait assemblé quel-
que acteurs qui donnérent des representations sur un
théatre dans ma maison & des sociétés particulidres.’—On
ajouta qu’'on les avait renvoyés, et qu'on se flattait que Sa

Moore's Journals.
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his hat in a suppliant posture. The King answered,
¢ J’aurai soin de vous, mais ne le dites & personne.’
Indeed, the number of those reduced to the like circum-
stances is incredible.”

The heats of summer passed, but the king’s temper
did not cool; and Mr. Liston, in the course of the
autumn, wrote somewhat disrespectfully of His Majesty,
as follows :—* The old fellow was in perfect good humour
the first day, and as cross as the devil the two last days
of manceuvres. He was particularly severc on the gens-
d’armes—told them they had done nothing but Schaweine-
reyen, that they were a parcel of Windbeutels, Berlinische
Hofleute, and so forth. They say his ill-humour was
much owing to a letter he received by the Friday’s post
from Russia, in which the Empress begs, or rather in-
sists, he will give regiments to the two princes of Wur-
temberg. He does not wish to comply, and does not
know how to refuse.”!

The absence of the usual splendours of a Court, and
the extreme difficulty of even obtaining a sight of the
King,? deprived Berlin during the last years of Frederick
the Great of the attractions which had drawn so many
young Englishmen to Germany in Mr. Elliot’s carly
days.

Of the group of gay young men who had met together

1 Mr. Liston, at Berlin 25th September 1781, to Mr. Elliot at
Dessau.

* No presentation could be made to the King except through the
interest of some member of his small court at Potsdam. A foreign
minister residing in Berlin could only give a letter of introduction to
one of these.
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at Munich in the summer of 1775, three® were already
sleeping “ the sleep that knows no morrow;” and the
two survivors, Mr. Elliot and Mr. Pitt, were settled down
to the serious business of life—the latter as a pains-
taking M.P., the former as a rangé pre de famille; the
services of Lacoste, that merriest of Scapins and best of
hairdressers, were no longer required ; and a good Eng-
lish nurse was found to be the most important person in
the household. In April 1781 Mr. Elliot’s first child
was born—a daughter—to whom the Princess of Prussia
and Lady Harris became godmothers. The Prince and
the Princess of Prussia showed constant kindness to my
grandfather; and there are several letters from her in
this correspondence, all very kind and gracious, but with
one exception, scarcely interesting enough for insertion.

Lady Harris's lively answer to a letter from her old
friend Hugh, which he had apparently written in some-
what solemn strain, to ask her sponsorship for his little
daughter, is worth transcribing :—

St. Petersburg, May 6th-16th, 1781.

My dear Brother—I received your epistle yesterday
to my very great and agreeable surprise. This is, then,
No. 1 of our correspondence; God knows whether we
shall ever get out of the teens, or indeed into them. I
look upon your letter to be very much in the style of the
Prodigal Son the two or three first days he spent at
home. 'Tis written as if you had just returned from
confession, and with all the humility of a sinner who has

1 Mr. Harvey, Mr. Stanley, and Lord Lindsay, afterwards Duke of
Ancaster.
P
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make use of technical terms), his children come here,
and I, Sir James's chsld, go to his house. The Ambassa-
dors are forbidden fruit ; though, if that our mother Eve
ate of was as little tempting, her faux pas was inexcus-
able indeed. Numbers of the Russians inquire after you
with the greatest regard—Count Michel Romanzow,
Count Simon Woronzow, M. de Barbarodka, and a
hundred others.

¢ My children are well ; the boy begins to talk, and
will be able to say soft things before your daughter can
understand them. My girl is charming for nine months.
God bless you! Je vous charge de bien des choses de
ma part & Madame Elliot ; pour ce qui est de M. Harris,
je lui laisse le soin de parler de lui-méme. Si vous
politiquez autant que lui, elle trouvera n’avoir épousé
qu’une vieille gazette.—Ever yours most affectionately,

“H. M. HARRI1S.”

In the course of the summer of 1781, Sir Gilbert
paid his brother a visit of a week, on his way through
Berlin to Petersburg, whither he was hastening to escort
his sister-in-law, Lady Harris, back to England, her
presence being required there on matters of family busi-
ness. This visit was a great pleasure to both brothers,
and many allusions occur in the subsequent correspond-
ence to the pleasing impression made on Sir Gilbert by
the beauty and agreeability of Hugh’s wife, and the
happiness of his home. Of Sir Gilbert Hugh wrote,
“ He appeared to me quite a giddy young man, at least
ten years younger than myself, so prudent and steady
have I become.” Perhaps his account of himself in a
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trice 'avait fourni. De plus il portait une lettre pour le
Prince de Prusse, le recommandant comme ’homme le
plus digne d'inoculer les héritiers de cette monarchie.”

Luckily for the Prussian dollars, the children had
been inoculated, and the Baron’s services were not
required.

While Berlin offered so little to amuse my grand-
father and his lively gossip-loving cdterie, letters from
abroad were particularly welcome ; and, before coming
to the more interesting ones from England, it may be
worth while to glance at the correspondence he kept up
at this period, with unusual regularity, with some of his
brother diplomatists at foreign courts.

From Sir James Harris he heard constantly. I have
already transcribed some passages from the letters they
interchanged while Mr. Elliot’'s matrimonial affairs were
pending, and the more serious and official portions of
the correspondence are of little interest now; but the
general opinions entertained by so clever a man as Sir
J. Harris of the Russian court and country are curious
and entertaining, more especially as he was personally
i au mieux in that court, treated with distinction by the
i Empress, and high in the confidence of Potemkin.

After writing on private concerns, he goes on, in one
of his letters, as follows : —

“Now for a word on this country: You know its
extent, its high reputation—nothing but great deeds are
done in it.

“The monarch is an arrant woman—a vain, spoilt
woman—vwith more masculine than manly virtues, and
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visited the Imperial Court some time before. These
hopes were, however, frustrated, and Sir J. Harris wrote
to Mr. Elliot, on the 12th September 1780, the follow-
ing amusing account of the Prince’s want of success :—

“ He appears to her heavy, reserved, and awkward,

and her reception struck him as but formal and unpro-
mising. The Empress, usually very talkative, took no
further notice of him last evening than decency and
common attention required. He has too much good
sense to believe those who would make him believe he
has no cause for dissatisfaction. He has no confidence
in his suite, and justly considers them as spies set out
about him by his uncle.

“ On Sunday she broke off abruptly her card-party,

aud, as I was sitting next her, gave me to understand it
was because she was worn out by the silliness of tho
Prince of Prussia, who sat on the other side of her.

“ The Prince de Ligne,! on the other hand, is received

with uncommon distinction.

“The Prince continues to be a dead weight on the

Empress, and she has at last ordered her private secre-
tary to tell M. de Panin very plainly that he must
contrive to get him away soon, as she felt that if he
stayed much longer she might say something rude to
him. However strange this may appear, I can assurc
you it is fact, though I believe no onc but myself is
acquainted with it. In public she treats him with a
coolness and reserve quite’foreign to her character.”

Another Imperial Court furnished more cheerful

! Austrian Minister.
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Comtesse Ernest Kaunitz, etc. etc., qui toutes possédent
des qualités essentielles et brillantes. Parmi les jeunes
dames il n’y en a guéres qui seraient des prodiges par la
beauté. Je ne saurais vous en citer aucune qui ait par-
tagé de Vénus la forme et la ceinture comme la beauté
qui fait le bonheur de vos jours.

“ D'ailleurs il régne dans toutes les sociétés beaucoup
d’aisance. Point de roideur, ni de hauteur ni d’etiquette,
moins méme que dans la capitale de Brandebourg, si
vantée par sa philosophie et son triomphe sur les pré-
jugés. L'on ne peut en accuser que quelques-unes des
Princesses de 'empire qui se trouvent ici, et que I'on
nomme d’aprés une grande autorité par dérision ¢les
Nous.’ Les assemblées ont lieu tous les jours dans les
maisons de la grande noblesse, oh tous ceux qui y sont
présentés ont la permission de se rendre, dommage que
lorsque trois personnes sont assemblées dans un endroit,
I'on ne peut se dispenser d’avoir les cartes & témoin. Il
est vrai que la conversation ne se soutiendrait guere, il
y a si peu de personnes qui y fourniraient quelque chose.
Il n’est jamais question de souper, mais tous les jours un
certain nombre de personnes est invité & diner. Au
reste, cette société est la seule qui peut passer pour
véritablement intéressante ; ellc n’est proprement com-
posée que du corps diplomatique et d’un certain nombre
des personnes de la ville et de la cour, les deux tiers du
reste de la société n’y paraissant jamais. L'on fait en
général une trés grande dépense ici—Iintérieur des
maisons, le nombre des chevaux et des domestiques, sur-
tout les officiers d’hdtel, demandent de fortes sommes.”
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deurs, Ministres, Généraux, etc. Les Altesses Russes
et Wurtembergeoises dinent et soupent régulidrement
ensemble —’Empereur et I'Archiduc Maximilien sont
quelquefois de la partie. Enfin tout va comme il plait
au Seigneur—sans faire beaucoup de projets et d’arrange-
ment, et tout le monde est content excepté quelques sots
huppés, qui font les importants, et ne se trouvent pas
assez distingués dans cette occasion. Les Ministres
étrangers du second ordre ne sont pas des mieux traités
—il n'est nulle part question d’eux, il n’y a que les Am-
bassadeurs auquels on fait un peu finesse. Ils ont soupé
au dernier bal de Schoenbrunn, & la table de 'Empereur,
ol se trouvaient les principautés de Russie, de Wurtem-
berg, et celles de I'empire—c’est-A-dire, des premidres
maisons, telles que Saxe, Mecklenbourg, etc. Cette féte
était belle—I'illumination, la quantité et la qualité des
plats, des vins, et des rafraichissements, tout était dans
le meilleur ordre possible. 1l y avait plusicurs quadrilles
composés de différentes sociétés de la ville, habillées en
matelots, en guerricrs, en Hongrois, en Cossaques. Les
guerriers 'emportaient sur les autres par la beauté et les
. agrémens des femmes qui se trouvaient dans cette so-
ciété ; Myladi Derby en était. L'intention de ' Empereur
de n’admettre & ce bal que des personnes d'un dehors
agréable n’a pas été tout & fait remplie. Au reste, il y
manquait aussi cette tournure gaie sans laquelle ces
fétes n’'amusent pas jusqu'au bout.”

Of the Emperor Joseph, M. Clément writes :—* Son
gouvernement est digne de la plus grande attention.
L’'Empereur donne les plus belles ordonnances pour



1781) BERLIN.

Péconomie de ses finances, pour I'administration inté-
rieure, et pour la propagation des lumitres parmi sa
nation. Il n’y a rien de plus franc, et de plus popu-
laire, que sa manitre de vivre et ses conversations.
Toute contrainte et toute étiquette est bannie de sa cour.
Il n’y parait en public que les Dimanches matin en
sortant de la messe. Il n’y & plus de réceptions & la
Cour ol les dames assistent. Il vient de choisir, parmi
les 1325 chambellans de sa cour, 36 qui resteront atta-
chés & sa personne, et jouiront de quelques prérogatives
que les autres n’auront pas—c’est une distinction qu'il a

voulu marquer 3 ceux qu'il a nommés.”

In these letters of M. Clément there are many pas-
sages which show the estimation in which Mr. Elliot's
society was held by those who had opportunities of
living in it : “ O retrouverai-je le charme de nos entre-
tiens ?—La société délicieuse de la chére famille anglaise
3 Berlin ne se retrouve nulle part;” and such expres-
sions are not peculiar to M. Clément, for among masses
of letters from English travellers, Russian princes,
German and French diplomatists, soldiers and savans,
there are few in which no allusions are made to my
grandfather’s remarkable superiority of mind, to his
powers of conversation, and his charm of manner; while
Mrs. Elliot’s beauty, and Mr. Liston’s good sense, are
not forgotton. Wit and gaiety, and kindness and ease,
combined to make society delightful under the roof of

the English legation at Berlin.
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CHAPTER THE EIGHTH.
1780 to 1782.
LONDON AND BERLIN.

THR two years which had been spent by my grandfather
in the tranquillity of a happy home had not been
uneventful ones to his family in England. The first
letter written to Hugh by Sir Gilbert, a few days after
the former had set out for Berlin, told him of Rodney’s
victory off Cape St. Vincent (16th January 1780), and
of the distinction gained by Captain Elliot! in the
action ; and the same letter describes the effect produced
on the writer by Mr. Burke’s great speech on the altera-
tion of the Crown Revenues—¢a speech worthy of a
true patriot.” The naval action has been recorded in all
subsequent histories of the time, and it is hardly needful
to repeat here the rumours, the fears, and the hopes,
which agitated the public mind in rapid succession before
the event had been fully ascertained, or to dwell on the
triumph with which the first five prizes were hailed as,
under the charge of the America, they hove in sight off
the Lizard. Burke's great speech on the alteration of
the Crown’s Revenue and influence was a triumph of
another kind, no less well-known to all students of

! John Elliot, son of the Lord Justice-Clerk.
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A gradually-growing despair of the home policy with
regard to the colonies, an ever-increasing distrust in the
capacity of the men who guided the counsels of the
country, a distaste for the tone and views of the sup-
porters of Government, became more and more apparent
in his letters. But, on the other hand, the party in
power was the only one which, in defiance of failure, still
professed to believe in the possibility of recovering the
colonies, and refused “ to tarnish the lustre of the empire
by an ignominious surrender of its rights.”l While
under the influence of these doubts and misgivings Sir
Gilbert seems to have held somewhat aloof from the
more active portion of his brother M.P.’s, and this had
long been matter of regret to his friends ; but the speech
of Mr. Burke, on Economical Reform, in the opening of
the year 1780, decided him at once to  take part in a
business with which,” he wrote, ¢ I am captivated ;” and
from that time his relations with Burke became those of
the most cordial intimacy. In the summer of 1780 the
Gordon riots took place, and in Mr. Eden’s opinion they
produced a more general desire for union, coalition, than
he ever remembered to have seen before. The German
story of the imps who would not be re-conjured into their
bottle had received some practical illustrations during the
scenes of riot with which London for days had been filled;
and while there were military encampments in the parks
to keep the people quiet, many notable leaders of parlia-
mentary strife were disposed to mutual forbearance, rather
than to further agitation of the public mind.

1 Last speech of Lord Chatham.
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that she could hardly stand. Cumberland House is
open to everybody who chooses to go. The Duchess is
very much liked, and will, I daresay, be a popular
character.”

‘While Isabella was thus writing to her brother of the
amusements of London, Sir Gilbert was on the road to
Berlin, where, a8 we have already seen, he visited Hugh
on his way to St. Petersburg to escort Lady Harris to
England ; “ a bit of knight-errantry” which his sister
was slightly disposed to laugh at. However, this trip
gave Isabella an opportunity of congratulating Hugh on
the charming impression which Sir Gilbert brought home
of his new sister, of Hugh’s home, and of the baby
¢ Isabella,” who promised to be a brunette, and to have
a nose as straight as Hugh’s.

Sir Gilbert had no doubt much to see, to hear, and
to tell at Berlin; and before the brothers parted they
had an opportunity of comparing their more brilliant lots
in life with that of poor Bob, from whom they received
at this time a “tragi-comical epistle,” describing his
country living as “ the most solitary place in the world—
not a soul to converse with, the only disturbance to my
meditations the barking of a dog, and the cawing of a
rookery; a supper of cold mutton and roasted potatoes.”
He was in despair, and “could think of nothing but
matrimony with some woman who could talk,” to find
whom he was going instantly to York, where he had
heard of such an one, ¢ very fat and good-natured—to
have in time a good deal of money.” It is described,
“ on the whole, as a very moving letter.”
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decks, four of 74, a 64, and a 60; out of the line—one
of 81, four frigates, and a fire-ship. All the 13th we
continued in sight of each other, the two lines ma-
nceuvring ; and if we had not got the inclosed list from
the prisoners, I believe the admiral would have engaged
them. If we had, we must have had a bad hand of it,
as they were nearly double of our force, for there were a
great many frigates and armed ships not mentioned in
the list—one we took of 24 guns.—J. ELLior.”!
: “ Park Street, 18th December 1781.

“ My dear Hugh—In addition to the enclosed letter,
I must add that Sir Richard Pearson, who is in town
from the fleet, says that the Edgar, by her situation in

! In 1760 Captain Elliot had greatly distinguished himself by the
capture of the * pigmy fleet” of M. Thurot, who, in the command of
three privateers, had made descents on the coasts of Scotland and Ire-
land, burning two of His Majesty's ships. Captain Elliot, and the
frigates under his command, came up with the invaders in the Channel,
captured them, and took them into the Isle of Man. H. Walpole,
writing to Sir Horace Mann, March 4, 1760, says—* You will see the
short detail of the action in the Gazette, but, as the letter was written
by Captain Elliot himself, you will not see there that he, with half
the number of Thurot’s crew, boarded the latter's vessel—Thurot
was killed.” One of the guns taken from his vessel is now preserved
at Minto. ‘

The following letter from the bailiff at Minto to the then proprietor,
the Lord Justice-Clerk, father of Captain Elliot and of Sir Gilbert
(afterwards third baronet of Minto), shows the estimation in which
their services were relatively held by some of their countrymen.

“ Mofiat, 5th July 1762.

¢ My Lord—I got to this place on Friday last, and as I passed Lin-
ton I joined company with three merchants from Westmuirland, and
travled with them to Moffat. After asking one another our places of
abode, they asked me if Capt. Elliot was any freind of your Lor*;
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Mr. Elliot’s married life, began to obscure the light of
home—* Heureux par sa femme,” he says, “il ne fut
d’abord occupé que du soin de la rendre également
heureuse, et il eut recours pour cela & tous les moyens
que sa fortune et ses réflexions lui fournirent; il lui
procurait les agrémens de la société les plus convenables,
il choisissait et variait les compagnies qu’il rassemblait
autour d’elle; mais en méme temps il cherchait & lui
faire acquérir quelques talens, et & lui former I'esprit et
le coour. Par malheur, cette jeune dame si belle était
bornée, capricicuse, et entétée, autant que vaine et
coquette. Les lecons I'ennuyerent, et elle finit par ne
plus recevoir qu'avec humeur et dureté les representa-
tions les plus amicales.” Mr. Elliot’s own letters show
that he, who had been used to the companionship of
women with both heads and hearts, had early formed
the project “ de lui former l'esprit et le cccur.” But
unluckily Mrs. Glass’s famous receipt is as invaluable
when dealing with hearts and heads as with hares; and
my grandfather sat down to prepare a dish, of which he
had still to catch the main ingredients. The child seems
to have been a source of pleasure and amusement to
both; and its sayings and doings are recorded very fully
for the benefit of relations at home, though they can by
no means rival in quality or quantity the nursery tales
sent out to Berlin by Mrs. Eden, whose rapidly increas-
ing family of daughters occupied most of her time and
thoughts.

In March 1782 the ménage of Berlin was momentarily
increased by the birth of a second child, a boy, who died
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which was rejected by a majority of one in a very full
House, and by voting and speaking for the second, which
was carried by 19. There are, I think, some objections
to that address; but there were reasons, too, which may
be left to your own conjectures, which did, in my opinion,
render an explicit declaration of Parliament and of the
nation extremely necessary, and which, I think, out-
weighed the general objections to such a measure, and
the particular defects of this one. The spirited declara-
tions of a people at the commencement or during the
progress of a war, produce good effects on the prosecu-
tion of the war itself; but it must be confessed that
complaints of burthens, and impatience for peace, pro-
duce the contrary effects on a negotiation for peace.
This observation is made stronger by the wording of
General Conway’s resolution and address, and ten times
more 80 by the resolution voted last night (4th March) ;
and this is the more to be regretted, as I think Parlia-
ment might have avoided this evil without losing the
proposed effect of their measures; but I daresay you
remember England well enough to know how difficult it
is to frame any measurc free from objection, when
twenty persons are to be the authors of hardly so many
words.

“Pray tell me whether this concession to America
may not make a change in the politics of Europe. In
some quarters of Europe we have had fair words; but
I confess I brought home the idea that all Europe
favoured the independency of America, and looked to
the chance of some advantage in such a revolution. . . .
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the resignation of the ministers had not preceded their
dismission. . . .

“The chancellor! actually remains, but I am not
clear that all the accession of ability which he brings
can compensate for the discord which his difference of
opinion with his present colleagues on their favourite
measures of reform must introduce into the cabinet, and
for the appearance of weakness which a divided govern-
ment on any capital object must throw upon it.

“The change has been complete; it is generally
said to have been forced on the King, and I cannot
undertake to admit or deny this; but I am more apt to
imagine that the resolution of Parliament respecting
America was the greater violence of the two; and what-
ever may have been the first impressions, on dismissing
old friends and servants, and receiving into his closet
new and hitherto adverse men, yct there seems to me
to be an impression likely to yield to more knowledge
of these men, and to habits of doing business confi-
dentially with them. You will hardly need to be told
that I voted for the removal of thc late ministry. I
refused, however, to concur in the vote of censure, to
which I could not, without an impression of something
disgusting to myself, as well as of injustice, give my
consent in the moment of their fall. I shall support the
present ministry with more cordiality, and therefore I
hope with more exertion, than I ever could the last.
The reforms, with which their government opens, you
know I formerly approved. I think this is a happy

1 Thurlow.
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moment for gaining to the constitution some great and
valuable improvements; and I like them the better for
the facility with which they may now be carried, without
those convulsions which could have alone produced
them as the measures of an Opposition, and which natu-
rally, and I think deservedly, gave great scandal when
they were attempted before to be forced on Parliament
by the means of popular distraction, during a war which

rendered all distractions fatal.”!

The advent of the Rockingham party to power gave
rise to immediate speculations on the probable changes,
abroad as well as at home, which would naturally ensue
from a change of policy at head-quarters. Before Mr.
Elliot heard officially of his recall, it was rumoured at
Berlin; and in his first letter home, he says— There
are two circumstances too flattering to myself not to
mention them to you. The Prince of Prussia, who
came to town on Sunday last, and was at court, took me
aside, and said he hoped what he heard concerning my
change of situation was not true. I told him all that
I had learned upon that subject as yet was from my
friends, but that I had every reason to think it fixed. He
then asked me if I knew the reason; I answered, that I
had been told from home that it was understood that I
had not had the good fortune to be personally agrecable
to the King of Prussia. His Royal Highness answered—
¢ This is what I have heard ; and what surprises me the
more i, I can assure you, that within these very few
days his Majesty a publiquement fait votre éloge ; en tout

! Sir Gilbert to Hugh Elliot, 22d April 1782
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cas je me flatte que nous vous reverrons ici.’ I was the
more struck with this from his Royal Highness, as there
is scarcely any example of his expressing himself so
strongly to any individual in his present circumstances.
On the other hand, Prince Henry has sent to me to
know if it would be agreeable to me that he should
write to the Duke of Richmond, with whom he is per-
sonally acquainted, to ask that I may be continued at
Berlin. The Prussian ministry have been so warm in
their expressions of regard, and of regret at my depart-
ure, and so positively deny any official interposition from
hence, that there is reason to suspect, that if any minis-
terial step has been' taken, it may have proceeded from
Count Lusi’s own private disinclination; and I should
wish this inquired into.”?

Madame de Verelst, Mr. Elliot’s mother-in-law,
writing from Prince Henry’s residence at Rheinsberg,
says—* Votre rappel d’ici ne peut vous &tre désavan-
tageux; vous &tes aimé de tous les membres de la
famille Royale, hors de Sa Majesté, qui ne vous connait
pas, et qui a le préjugé de croire que vous étes guidé
par Milord Bute. Les Ministres verront par la suite
ol ces ménagements les conduiront. Monseigneur me
charge de vous faire mille compliments, et de vous
témoigner combien sincérement il est affligé de votre
rappel.”2

In the course of May my grandfather received the
following letter from his brother, showing that the

! Hugh Elliot to Sir Gilbert Elliot.
3 Madame de Verelst to Hugh Elliot.
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rumours current in Berlin respecting Mr. Elliot’s recall,
and the grounds for it, had been better founded than

such rumours often are :—

“ Park Street, 4th May 1782.

“ My dear Brother—I have seen Mr. Fox twice on
your account since my last letter, and have refrained
from writing you till I could tell you with certainty what
to expect. Your recall is determined on the ground of
your being disagreeable to the King of Prussia. This is
the true and only reason for this measure, which I am
happy to inform you is not attributed in any degree to
any part of your conduct, but to its real cause—namely,
the prejudices which had been by some means or other
given to the King of Prussia respecting your supposed
connection with Lord Bute.! I believe that Mr. Fox is
really concerned, as he says he is, to find this measure
necessary. * * * | have some reason to think, although
he did not tell me so, and although I have it not from
the office, that the King of Prussia’s wish on the subject
has been directly and officially signified to him. 1 have
no doubt that, whatever the consequences may be to
your future situation, you will with manliness and can-
dour acquiesce in the propriety of your removal in these
circumstances. It remains to know what is now to be
done. I conversed pretty freely on this subject with
Mr. Fox to-day, and I am expressly authorised by him
to assure you that it is his wish and his intention, as

1 The King of Prussia had never forgiven Lord Bute his share in
the Peace of Paris, by the terms of which he considered himself

aggrieved.
R
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well as that of the King, to give you another Court as
soon as an opportunity or vacancy shall occur. He said
the King mentioned this of his own accord, as soon as
he had informed him of the propriety of your quitting
Berlin. He says, however, he does not know of any
immediate vacancy, but that he will look for it, and take
the first occasion which offers. I am authorised by Mr.
Fox to tell you what you have read.”

A little later Sir Gilbert wrote again, that in spite of
the assurances made by Fox in the interview described
in the preceding letter, two vacancies in the foreign line
had occurred and had been filled up. Mr. Stanley,
Lord Derby’s brother, coming in over Hugh’s head, had
been appointed to Dresden. “I own I cannot bring
myself to suspect Mr. Fox’s sincerity ; in the first place,
it would be contrary to his general character, and in the
next place, why should he use any art with me, whom
he certainly cannot fear? Yet I cannot help feeling
that the present appointments in your line have the
marks of yielding to importunity. To importunity I
have myself an insurmountable reluctance and aversion,
and if the business is to be decided on those principles,
I fear I shall be an unsuccessful agent; yet I will cer-
tainly represent, as it strikes me, the fair claim you have
for a preference to strangers in your profession. * * *
What will you do in the meanwhile? Your return home
with your family must naturally be uppermost in your
thoughts and wishes.”

To these letters my grandfather replied that their
effect on him might be best described in several
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Continent, as in England, gaming was the passion of
the day. It was not, however, a passion of my grand-
father’'s, who is always described by his friends as
preferring conversation to the card-table; but at a
moment when harassed by mental disturbances, doubts
as to his own course, and as to the feelings of others, it
was not unnatural that he should have sought des
distractions in what constituted the chief interest of
the society in which he lived. Bets, too, he made ; and
as they were generally staked on the success of some
English admiral or general, he was not unfrequently a
loser.

May passed without any further intelligence from
England on the point of a future employment for Mr.
Elliot, but Sir Gilbert still wrote—“ I assure you
sincerely that I have the most entire reliance on the
former assurances of Mr. Fox ; but, should no mission
be found for you at present, I must repeat to you and
my dear Belvidera the most affectionate welcome, and
the most earnest invitation to all we can share with
you in town or country, in point of society, convenience,
accommodation, or more substantial assistance, which
your occasion or my abilities can point out.”

Belvidera, unfortunately, was not at all disposed to
exclaim with her prototype, “ If love be treasure, we'll
be wondrous rich!” and the ¢ unkindest cut of all”
that my grandfather had at the moment to endure was
the utter heartlessness displayed by his wife. Tears
and reproaches, and a declared resolution never to leave
her native country, were followed up by a line of
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aux souverains lorsqu’ils envisagent le leur. Je ne
saurais vous peindre une plus forte antipathie; elle est
fondée sur mon amitie et sur la haute estime avec
laquelle, je suis, Monsieur, votre trés affectionné
ami, HEeNRL”

That my grandfather did not acquiesce in the pro-
priety of his removal from the court of Berlin on the
grounds given for it, appears plainly in the following
letter to his brother :—“I am convinced,” he wrote,
“that had I been at any other court of equal import-
ance, some cogent reason would have occurred to have
made my removal at least plausible in the eyes of the
world. You may remember what my sentiments were
when I was last in England ; and as things have turned
out, I must acquiesce in the propriety of my removal
from a post of confidence by those who must have
considered me as by no means coinciding with them in
principle or action.”! This view of the case was, how-
ever, one which Sir Gilbert would by no means accept ;
and though he “could not prove that his brother’s
removal had not been made in order to clear the way
for a friend of Mr. Fox, still he did not believe it, and
remained unshaken in his confidence in the sincerity
and friendliness of Mr. Fox.”? The true grounds of

! Hugh Elliot to Sir Gilbert, 2d July 1782.

2 The mission to Berlin had been offered first to Mr. Stanley,
and secondly to Lord Cholmondeley, of whom Lord Holland says—
‘“Lord Cholmondeley had much impaired his fortune by dice and
dissipation, and, though an associate of Mr. Fox and his friends,
thought it a better game to attach himself to Shelburne.”—See the
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home; the vehemence of his feelings in all points relat-

ing to the military reputation of his country, which at

one time had nearly led to an open rupture with his old

friend General Burgoyne—all these were well known

traits of character, which not only justified his recall,

but probably inclined Mr. Fox to consider the King of
Prussia’s feelings for Mr. Elliot from a point of view

somewhat analogous to His Majesty's. On the other

hand, if the same vehemence and the same powers of
satire and of irony had been directed towards another

political party than that of Mr. Fox, it is possible they

might have been viewed with as little disfavour as the

pointed and pungent sayings of the Fitzpatricks and

Hares, and might have obtained indulgence from a

minister whose own tenure of office was by no means

agreeable to the King of England.

The death of Lord Rockingham in the month of July
dissolved the ministry of which he was the head, and
the immediate consequences are too well known to need
repetition. On the 5th July Sir Gilbert wrote :— With
the opinion they (Lord J. Cavendish, Fox, Burke, etc.)
entertain of Lord Shelburne’s character, they could do
no otherwise with dignity or credit; for myself, my choice
between the two is easily made. My opinion has been,
since the American business was over, that the country
looked to the abilities of Mr. Fox, and the high character
and integrity of his and Lord Rockingham’s friends, for
their salvation. I know little personally of Lord Shel-
burne or of his immediate retainers, Dunning, Barré,
and Alderman Townshend, but the little I do know,
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added to the voice of the world, is decisive with me.
fear we shall have a repetition of our old distractions in
the struggle; I think it cannot, however, hold long. In
the meanwhile, the present Government is gaining
strength wherever it can, and has made a valuable
acquisition in William Pitt, to whom, at the age of two
or three and twenty, Lord Shelburne offered either the
Chancellorship of the Exchequer or the Secretaryship

of State, as he pleases.”

On the 8th August he wrote again on his brother’s
affairs, and reiterated his belief that Mr. Fox would
have performed his promises in Hugh's favour :—* This
I am confident he would have done, merely on the
apparent justice of the thing, without any motives in

my favour.!

I feel a strong confidence that these

ministers will take the same view of your claims ” (either
for employment or for an allowance in the interval—a
sort of half-pay which was usually given in those days),
“on the ground of their justice. I shall, however,
certainly not bring myself under any obligation to them,
and I have openly and explicitly declared myself on this
subject. Lord Shelburne sent for me a few days after
he became minister, and with a profusion of flattery,
and of promises of office, or anything else I could wish,
desired my support. I told him frankly that I preferred
his rivals. My mouth is therefore stopped, but I own
that I do not conceive party can be allowed to go so

! In an earlier letter Sir Gilbert had said, *‘ I make no pretensions
to any weight, though I hope and believe I have the good opinion of

those whom I must respect,”
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October he and Lady Elliot, though her confinement was
close at hand, crossed the Channel on their way to Nice,
but they had proceeded no further than Lyons, when
their progress was arrested for some time, for there
their first child was born.!

While they are proceeding to the south, and my
grandfather, who had with difficulty resisted the strong
impulse to join his suffering brother, is preparing to take
possession of his new post at Copenhagen, we may turn
from them to some of the letters which the former
received during this year of turmoil from the Edens,
Isabella, and others.

1 Gilbert, second Earl of Minto.
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CHAPTER THE NINTH.
1782,

ISABELLA—THE EDENS—MR. LISTON.

ISABELLA’S first letters in the spring of 1782 are full of
anticipations of pleasure from a visit which it had been
arranged she should pay to her brother Hugh and his
wife in the course of the summer—a project that came
to nothing, owing to the disagreements in the Berlin
ménage, which became known to the family in England
early in the current year. The letters of his family must
have been less painful to my grandfather after they
knew the sad state of things, than when they were
written under the impression that his home was like his
brother’s and sister’s—a scene of happiness and affection.
One wonders whether all the tender passages to “ our
sister,” and the kisses to the baby, were ever delivered.
On the 5th March 1782 Isabella wrote —¢“ My
brother’s speech on Wednesday last, on General Con-
way’s motion, was very much approved, both as to matter
and manner. You would be all agitation, I am sure, if
you were in this island now. You remember how much
you used to be agitated when it was not so general as it
is now; every creature is full of conjectures. As to the
ladies, they go about to balls, operas, assemblies, as
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August 1782, he says :—“ Qur farm is beautifully situ-
ated, and well circumstanced in every respect ;” he then
goes on to describe the house, gardens, and shrubberies,
the possible profits to be derived from his farm, and
continues—* We have dismissed our coach-horses, and
our carriages are oiled and locked up, as is also our
plate-chest. We have two spare beds and many visitors,
indeed some who never came to us before ; and our only
difficulty has been to prevent them from clashing with
each other. As to your situation, I did not conceal my
feelings when Gilbert told me you was to be recalled. He
was not, nor is he at this hour, disposed to think any-
thing wrong that Charles Fox could do; and his politics
are 80 pure, that no individual interests can exist in their
atmosphere. The pretence taken for putting your talents
under an extinguisher does not palliate the injury. Lord
Derby wanted an employment for Mr. Stanley, who was
first meant to be named, but was not sufficiently skilled
in languages ; Lord Cholmondeley was next named, and
went out with the minister that named him. Lord Hyde
is now talked of; you know him. I do not enlarge on
these subjects ; the reflections which occur to me upon
them cannot escape you. Gilbert and I are personally
on very kind terms, but I never talk politics with him.
The world may misjudge him ; but his conduct towards
the close of Lord North’s Government was, in its appear-
ance most unsteady, and in its effects most unkind to
his natural and old friends and connections. His subse-
quent conduct has been inefficient ; for whether he had
acted right or wrong, he certainly was entitled to expect
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The loss of the society of Mr. Liston was one of the
most serious grievances which fell upon my grandfather
in the course of 1782. Mr. Liston himself could hardly
have been more eager and anxious than was his friend to
see him placed in a situation more suitable to his age (he
was entering on his 40th year), and more capable of afford-
ing a scope for his abilities, than that of secretary to my
grandfather, which he had continued to hold since Mr.
Elliot first entered the foreign line. Utrgent representa-
tions had been frequently made on his behalf by Mr.
Elliot to the Foreign Office; and in the course of the
summer of 1782 he was appointed secretary to Lord
Mount-Stuart’s embassy at Turin. He was so old and
true a friend, and had been so entirely, from Mr. Elliot’s
boyhood, in his confidence, that nothing could make up
for his loss at a moment when anxiety and distress were
pressing heavily on his chief’s mind ; and, though parted,
their correspondence continued to be of a highly confi-
dential character. The letters he wrote from Vienna on
his way to Venice and Turin, and from Turin itself, are
amusing, as the following extracts will show.

After remarks on the prosperous appearance of the
Austrian peasantry, the cultivated and cheerful aspect
of the country, and the beauty of Vienna and its en-
virons, Mr. Liston thus proceeds to describe his impres-
sions of the society :—

“ Vienna, 14th August 1782.

“Sir R. Keith has been extremely civil to me. What
I consider the greatest mark of it is, that he has pressed
me to stay till Sunday next, that he may have an oppor-
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tunity of presenting me to the Emperor. . . . I have
stared at the faces of the society of Vienna at Madame
de Hatzfeld’s, and at Prince d’Auersperg’s assemblies,
and have dined and supped with some of the corps
diplomatique, and have been introduced to Prince
Kaunitz, of whom I think there is even a chance of my
becoming a favourite, if I were to remain here. When
Sir Robert first carried me to the Prince’s house, he
very prudently advertised me that my reception de-
pended upon the humour he might be in ; that he might
speak to me, and might not; that if he did, I must let
hvm speak, which I seriously promised. Sir Robert was
at great pains to procure me a favourable reception; and
with this view recommended me to the Prince as having
been long attached to Sir Andrew Mitchell at Berlin
(who it seems was a favourite of the Prince), etc. etc.
I observed the injunction, of letting everybody speak,’
so faithfully, that I even allowed this to pass without
any other contradiction than a broad stare in Sir Robert’s
face. All attempts to make me be spoken to were long
ineffectual ; and I was so mindful of my lesson, that M.
de Kaunitz at last asked Sir Robert if I spoke French.
Upon being answered (by Sir Robert) in the affirmative,
he asked me how long I had been at Berlin. I answered
five years, and so the audience ended. This to be sure
is no favourable entry on the road of favour, but, the
day after, I received an invitation to dinner (in conse-
quence, I suppose, of Sir Robert’s management with the
Countess Clari). At dinner he did but once address
himself to me, but now and then stared at me, which I
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returned as you used to do the King of Prussia’s looks
on certain occasions. When dinner was half over he
asked Sir Robert how my name was spelled, and ex-
pressed his joy to find at last an English name of which
the orthography was reasonable ; and so the dinner ended.
Still this is not a gigantic stride towards favour. After
the ceremony of washing the teeth, and our removal to
the other room, I happened to stand near Madame de
Clari’s card-table, where he also was, and looked atten-
tively at his coat, which was of singularly fine English
cloth. This gave rise to a conversation, which was con-
tinued so long afterwards (and adjourned to a window),
as to excite the attention of a good part of the company.
Princes and Princesses came respectfully up and bowed,
and attempted to attract his attention in vain; and to
Sir Robert Keith’s great surprise (who was not present
at this scene) I was asked again to dinner to-morrow.”
"On the 17th of August he wrote again—*I continue
to be a kind of favourite of Prince Kaunitz, and dine
there cvery third day. Sir Robert also carried me to
Madame de Thun’s, who is extremely civil. She talks
with great feeling and affection of you, and says she
knows your motives for upholding Mrs. Elliot (contrary
to the opinion of the world); that you never did any-
thing wrong except from excess of virtue, and that this
is also the case at present. Sir Robert Keith, too, has
spoken of this subject. After I had told him your
motives, he said, ¢ Well, his conduct, to be sure, is not
what is thought wise, but it is perhaps better than
wise—it 18 a better thing’ They are infinitely uneasy
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influence over her was known to consider her infant
child as the chief obstacle to the dissolution of her
marriage with Mr. Elliot.

On this hint Mr. Elliot started at once for Berlin.
Performing the journey in a shorter time than it had
ever been accomplished before, he passed through the
gates of Berlin under a feigned name, and arrived at
daybreak at the house of a friend, whose letters to Mr.
Liston, describing the events which ensued, were for-
warded by him to Sir Gilbert, and among his papers they
have been preserved. - The letters are written in French ;
and, as they are very long, it will be advisable to con-
dense and translate the greater part.

Within a few hours of his arrival, Mr. Elliot was in
possession of an intercepted letter from his wife to her
cousin, the contents of which justified his intention of
removing the child from her charge ; and he immediately
proceeded to make the necessary arrangements for so
doing.

Having learned from the same source that his wife was
engaged to sup at Prince Frederick’s in the evening, he
ordered six post-horses to be in readiness, and on the
return of Mrs. Elliot’s empty carriage to her house, the
coachman was ordered to drive to the post-house; the
horses were harnessed ; the child, who had been brought
there also in a hackney coach, was embraced by her father,
and, with her servants, placed in the berline ; and, in less
than twelve hours after Mr. Elliot entered Berlin, his
daughter had passed the gates on her way to Copen-
hagen, without a soul in her mother’s house having had
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Roi et des Loix une satisfaction égale & vos crimes. Le
motif pour lequel vous animez une fille contre sa mére
et une femme contre son Mari est clair. Mais sachez que
jamais je ne consentirai & punir ma fille pour les égare-
ments et les folies de sa mere, ni & seconder vos vues
de vous emparer des Biens dont mon enfant doit seul
heriter. Si vous souhaitez de prevenir les disgrices que
je vous destine il vous sera aisé de me trouver. Je serai
toujours prét & vous ceder ma vie ou & vous arracher la
votre comme le sort des armes en décidera. Votre
insolence vis-d-vis de ma belle mere qui mérite ma
protection, est la raison principale pour laquelle je sou-
haite trouver I'occasion de vous en punir comme vous
le méritez. H. Ervuior.”

His letter written, Mr. Elliot ordered four horses to
his phaeton, and drove out of Berlin through the gates
by which he had entered ; but this time under his true
name and designation—¢ Elliot, ministre plénipotentiare
de S. M. le Roi d’Angleterre prés le Roi de Dane-
marck.”

The small vessel which he had hired to bring him
from Copenhagen to (illegible) was waiting there for him,
and among the suite he rejoined on board, his faithful dog
is specially mentioned. ’

Having taken this journey at a moment’s notice, for
the purpose of securing the safety of his child, but at
the imminent risk of ruining himself by a step for which
he had neither precedent nor authority, he now made a
regular demand for leave of absence to return to Berlin
for the arrangement of his affairs. The first of these
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was the chastisement of Kniphausen, against whom all
his wrath was directed, for in not one of his letters does
he ever refer to his wife except as an object of pity.

On the 12th of July the same correspondent as
before wrote to Mr. Liston at Madrid the sequel of the
story. Mr. Elliot having written to a friend in Berlin
that he proposed shortly to arrive there, “ when his cane
would be more eloquent than his pen to answer the im-
pertinent letters he had received from Kniphausen,” the
latter, “fit le glorieux,” practised pistol-shooting daily,and
endeavoured to secure the services of a second. * Mais,”
says the letter, “ malgré les offres qu'il fit jusqu’a 100
Louis d’or il ne p@t réussir.” A rumour having got
abroad that he had found a second in a gentleman of
the Court, this gentleman was arrested and carried
before Count Hertzberg, the prime minister, and obliged
to give his word of honour that he would not act as
Kniphausen’s friend. The baron himself was dismissed
from the service of Prince Henry, and was also threat-
ened with arrest, to avoid which he passed into Meck-
lenburg ; and there Mr. Elliot, who, in ignorance of all
that had been passing at Berlin, had sought his enemy
in vain at Rheinsberg, finally came up with him at
three in the morning at a small road-side inn, where,
stopping for a moment to make inquiries, Mr. Elliot
was refused admission, on the plea of the whole house
having been retained by a single traveller who had
lately arrived there. This cautious proceeding convinced
him that he had found his man. Armed with swords
and pistols, and a good cane, he entered the baron’s



266 MEMOIR OF HUGH ELLIOT. (1788

room and demanded instant satisfaction, which being
refused, he lost all self-control and fairly broke his cane
over his enemy’s shoulders. This operation completed,
Mr. Elliot conceived that nothing remained but to fight ;
but after many pour-parlers concerning seconds, dis-
tances, etc.—Mr. Elliot being for five paces and his
adversary for twenty—the Baron “ beau comme Apollon,”
but not so brave as he was beautiful, demanded a delay
until more regular arrangements could be carried out.
To this Mr. Elliot replied by giving him four days for
his preparations, leaving him the choice of time and
place. The interval was spent by Mr. Elliot at Hop-
penrade, from whence he wrote to a friend at Berlin :—

“ My dear Sir—I have only time to let you know
that I broke my cane upon M. de Kniphausen in Meck-
lenburg without his offering to return the blow ; he has
declined fighting till another opportunity.—Yours ever,

“H. E.”

In the meanwhile, the Baron was writing to his
relation Count Hertzberg, to the Maréchal de Wrech, to
the Baron de Keith, etc., ¢ that Mr. Elliot had come to
him in Fiirstenberg, and, accompanied by four armed
men, had fallen upon him in the most cruel manner,”
etc. ete.

When these misrepresentations reached Mr. Elliot,
he wrote again to the friend to whom he had previously
announced the fact of the encounter at Fiirstenberg:—

“ My dear Sir—Pray send the enclosed to Hertzberg ;
before this reaches you I believe the town of Berlin will
be undeceived as Rheinsberg is already, and as to
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siennes, bref, les pistolets se chargent et sont remis en
mains des antagonistes. E. montre sa poitrine 4 découvert.
K. en fait autant. Elliot était en bas, K. en bottes.
Elliot n’avait qu'un léger froc, et K. avait un surtout '
pardessus son habit. K. tire son coup et manque. E.
en mettant en joue, le pistolet se décharge de lui
méme. K. tire son second coup tout aussi inutile-
ment que le premier. E. & son tour tire et si bien que
l'air de la balle fait détourner la téte & K. et va frapper
contre un arbre en ligne droite avec lui & 20 pas plus loin.
Ces deux coups tirés, K. porte la main au chapeau dans
I'espérance de quitter le champ de bataille. E. s’y
oppose disant qu’il n’est point satisfait—que I'un ou
Pautre doit rester sur la place et que la distance ne doit
plus étre que de 10 pas—a moins que K. ne lui fasse
des excuses par écrit de ses propres impertinences, de la
lettre qu'il lui avait écrite en date du 19 Avril,de la fausse
accusation de sa conduite & Furstenberg, etc. etc. La
dessus les seconds entrent en negociations, qui durérent
pres de deux heures. K. fit des propositions. E. ne fut
point content. Tout devenant inutile le combat recom-
menga, mais & la méme distance, vt que le second de
K. dit que comme on était convenu de 20 pas d’abord
il ne permettrait pas qu'on changeft. K., le pistolet &
la main, cria, que dés qu’il y'en aurait un de blessé, il
signerait tout ce qu’ Elliot avait exigé. E. fut satisfait.
K. tire son coup. E..sans le plus petit mouvement de
téte et encore moins du corps, porte la main sur la poche
de son habit. On lui dit: Vous &tes blessé? Non,
répondit il—ce n'est rien. O’Connell lui dit de tirer
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son coup. Mais K. repétant que il était blessé il
signerait, E. lache son coup en lair avouant d'étre
blessé et effectivement la balle avait percé la poche de son
habit—sa culotte—avait éffleuré la peau—et était res-
sortie par un trou qu'elle fit au bas de la ceinture de
son habit. Elliot, avec un sang froid inconcevable, ne veut
point se faire visiter ni laver la place jusqu'a ce que tout
soit fini. Apres quelques moments employés & changer
ou adoucir les expressions convenues, K. écrit sur la
place ce qui suit—

“<M. Elliot apres avoir été blessé & mon troisieme
coup et ayant tiré son coup en l'nir, je lui fais la déclara-
tion de mon propre mouvement que je suis fiché d’avoir
eu des torts envers lui, et lui en fais des excuses, de
méme que de lui avoir écrit une lettre outrageante le
14 Avril.

“<¢Je déclare encore que les bruits sont faux que M.
Elliot m’ait attaqué avec des gens armés & Furstenberg.

(Stgné) ¢ KNYPHAUSEN.
“ ¢ Le 8 Juillet 1788.'

“En outre il promit sur sa parole d’écrire une lettre
d’excuses & Mad™®* la Comtesse de Vérelst.

“ Quand M. Elliot fut muni de ces papiers, le second
de K. voulait que les deux ennemis s'embrassassent d’au-
tant que K. dit ¢ Actuellement notre querelle est vuidée.’
Sur quoi Elliot mettant son chapeau & la main, s’adressa
enAllemand 3 K. lui disant:—‘ Monsieur, je vous souhaite
toute sorte de bonheur ; mais quant & ce qui est d’amitié
ou de relations entre vous et moi—il n’y en aura jamais.
Pour vous, Monsieur/—se tournant vers le second
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de K.—* vous vous &tes conduit dans cette affaire comme
un galanthomme,et je me ferai un plaisir de 'avouer publi-
quement—et dans toutes les occasions.’ Aprés quoi E.
fit bassiner la blessure et se remit en voiture pour revenir
3 Berlin.

“ Mercredi matin toute la ville sgut I'histoire, ce ne fut
qu'un cri d’éloges pour Elliot. Toutes les cours lui
envoyerent des félicitations—le Prince et la Princesse de
Prusse, le Prince et la Princesse Ferdinand, la Princesse
Amédlie, le Prince de Brunswick. Le Prince Ferdinand
lui écrivit la lettre la plus flatteuse. Vendredi matin
le Prince Henri lui fit écrire combien il était charmé que
I'affaire se fut terminée si honorablement de sa part,
et le fit prier de passer par Rheinsberg & son retour,
ajoutant qulil le rencontrerait 4 Meisbourg si pour
quelques raisons inconnues E. ne voulut point se rendre
3 Rheinsberg. Le Roi apprenant l'affaire #écrie,
‘N’'avois je pas raison quand je disais qu'il ferait un
excellent soldat I’ Hier matin Elliot est reparti, couvert
de gloire—dans huit ou dix jours son divorce sera fini.
Voild donc mon cher envoyé, la pure et exacte vérité de
toute cette histoire qui a fait plus de bruit ici que jamais
le si¢ge de Troie n’en fit.’”

An English friend, writing to himself, says, “The
whole garrison of Potsdam is delighted with you.”

The Baron having written himself down a libeller
and villain, and his conduct throughout the whole
transaction having been cowardly and base, as well
as unprincipled, the society of Berlin turned its back
upon him. Prince Henry dismissed him from his ser-
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vice, Prince Ferdinand (the King’s youngest brother)
addressed Mr. Elliot in the following terms :—
“ Friedrichsfeld, 9th July 1783.

“ Monsieur—Permettez-moi de vous féliciter d’avoir
heureusement terminé votre différence avec le Baron de
Kniphausen. La maniére dont japprends que vous
vous &tes conduit vous couvre de gloire, et elle justifie
la bonne opinion que j'ai toujours eu de vous; la gran-
deur d’ame que vous avez témoigné envers votre adver-
saire fait votre éloge. Je me réjouis de savoir vos jours
conservés, etc. etc. etc.—Votre trés affectionné ami,

“ FERDINAND.”

And, in still warmer language, the Princess of
Prussia wrote for herself and her husband—

“ Potsdam, 12th July.

“ Vos malheurs étaient faits pour vous attirer la
compassion de toute 4me sensible, et la noblesse de vos
procédés l'admiration et l'estime de tout le monde.
Vous y avez réussi parfaitement ; le Prince (Royal) vous
rend toute la justice possible. J'embrasse ma filleule,
parlez lui de moi. Mille grces de ce que vous me dites
touchant la naissance de mon fils; ayez de I'amitié pour
lui, celle d'un ami galanthomme ne peut que lui étre
précieux dés qu'il saura l'apprécier. ~ FREDERIQUE.”

But while royal princes and ministers hurried
to offer him expressions of sympathy and of approbation,
he was laid prostrate by a severe attack of illness, from
which he had been suffering at the time of his departure
for Berlin, and of which he had been totally unmindful
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_during the late agitations; for some days he was seri-
ously ilL

In the letters which he wrote home during these
painful transactions, he confined himself to the facts
which it was necessary to tell, and passed over in silence
the feelings which filled his breast. To those who knew
his naturally expansive nature and almost feminine
tenderness, such silence must have told more plainly
than speech of the struggle it caused him to contend
against affections not withered but crushed. To us, half
a page in an old pocket-book gives a glimpse into his
secret thoughts when on the eve of meeting what seemed
an impending fate, and though the lines written there
have no pretensions to poetical merit, the occasion
which suggested them lends them an interest of their
own :—

“ July 8, 1783. Before going out to fight a duel.

¢“When youthful ardour led me to the field,
My youthful sword a blooming Laurel won,
When sacred friendship glowed with equal warmth,
My hand propitious gave that friend success ;
With fiercer flame, when Love had fired my soul,
That flame, soon mutual, lighted Hymen’s torch ;
The Laurel, Friend, the Wife—these gifts were mine.

*“To teach the vanity of earthly good,
From War I brought disease and years of pain ;
From Friendship’s ashes learnt that man is frail ;
And Hymen's torch but lights me to my tomb.”

Below these lines the following sentence is written :—
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¢ P.S.—I entirely acquit Liston of the least coolness
or change of sentiment.

“ H. ELuioT, 8th July 1783.”

The reflection on Mr. Liston probably rested on some
misconception, or emanated from that mood of mind in
which “all the world appears unkind.” Its almost
simultaneous retractation was doubtless due to a sudden
consciousness that it might cause pain when explanation
would have ceased to be possible.

During Mr. Elliot’s stay in Berlin the necessary steps
were taken for his divorce, and, when his health was re-
established, he returned to Denmark on the best footing
with his mother-in-law, with Prince Henry, and all his
old Berlin connections. His wife subsequently married
her cousin, and both lived in strict retirement until her
death, which took place in a few years after these events.

Thus again Hugh Elliot stood alone in life; his
bousehold gods lay shattered round him; the mother
who would have mourned over him was gone; and
though his family sorrowed for his sorrows, it was with
a feeling not unmixed with congratulation at the sever-
ance of so deplorable a connection. ¢ Thank God,”
says Isabella, after his return from Berlin, “ you have
got safely away from all those strange people.”

What was thought at home of the first act of this
uncommon romance in diplomatic life, may be gathered
from a letter written by Mr. Liston from London, shortly
before he went to Spain :—

« London, 23d May 1783.

“The day before yesterday I had an audience of

T
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leave of the King (as they mean to despatch me immedi-
ately). He kept me (I believe) pretty long, and went
through many subjects, among others your journey, with
which I was amazed to find him so well acquainted.
The first accounts he had had of it were from a German
gazette ; then from the Leyden paper; then from your
two private letters to Mr. Fox,! both of which were
shown to him; and he must also have heard of it from
other quarters, from the particulars I found he knew.
I told him that it? was a measure of absolute necessity,
and that you could not possibly do otherwise; which he
seemed to assent to, and I was very happy to find him
speak with so little rigidity on the subject. Both the
courts concerned have used friendly language. The
opportunity I had of talking so long with the King has
had the same effect with me as the.successive con-
versations you have had used to have on you; that is,
to convince me of his extensive knowledge of many
things one would not expect him to be master of, and
of his sound good sense in many others. I know not
from what circumstance it was, but I felt myself inspired
with more courage to speak to him than I usually have
to people that are placed even one step above me.”

1 The Coalition Government came in in March 1783.
2 This refers to Mr. Elliot’s hasty journey, withowt leave, from
Copenhagen to Berlin.
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CHAPTER THE TENTH.
1782 to 1785.
COPENHAGEN.

THE first letters which my grandfather wrote from
Copenhagen in the winter of 1782 and 1783 give an
agreeable account of his impressions of the place. Even
through the clouds and mist of winter he gazed with
pleasure on a fertile and undulating country, a sea alive
with shipping, and a handsome capital surrounded by
country residences standing in wooded and picturesque
parks. The contrast offered by such scenes to those he
had lately left was sensibly grateful to him ; and when
in July 1783 he returned from the painful agitations of
Berlin to his beautiful villa at Christiansholm, it seemed
to him like “ a haven of peace to a shipwrecked mariner.”

He appears to have been at once cordially received
into the society of the Schimmelmanns and Reventlows,!
families allied by ties of blood and by congenial tastes
and pursuits, and frequent mention is made by him of
their delicate kindness to himself, and of the resources -
he found in their attractive society.

1 The readers of the Memoirs of Perthes will be familiar with several
accomplished members of the above-named families.
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Other friendships he owed to his intimacy with
Countess Bentinck—a very remarkable old lady—who
resided at Hamburg, and whose unblemished life and
strong mental powers had made her the respected centre
of a distinguished circle. My grandfather had made her
acquaintance during the many visits to Hamburg which
in the early years of his residence at Berlin had afforded
him rest and relaxation. She had been the confidant of
his love-story; in her later letters she confesses that
often, while sitting with him in her garden at Elms-
biittel, listening to the delicious pictures of an ideal
happiness of which he, ¢ le ceeur rempli d’un espoir bien
doux,” anticipated the realisation in his future home,
she had asked herself, with fear and trembling, if it were
indeed possible that a female character such as that
described to her could “ come out of Nazareth 2” and had
prayed that even such a miracle might be worked in
favour of her friend— un étre composé d’esprit et de
coeur.”

When Mr. Elliot first learned the circumstances
which made the immediate removal of his child from
his wife’s care a matter of urgent necessity, it was to
Countess Bentinck that he turned for help and assist-
ance, and, throwing himself on her generosity, he
implored her to give his child temporary protection
should anything happen to him, or should obstacles be
raised to his removal of her from the country. This
appeal was received by his venerable friend as a most
gratifying proof of the confidence with which her
character had inspired him; for not only did he know
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toutes les cours, et serait digne d'étre Angloise—ou
méme Romaine par son caractdre serieux et digne.” Of
the Countess of Holstein she gives a more elaborate and
very charming portrait. ¢ Once a charming girl, she is
now an incomparable wife and mother, living only for
ber family and friends. She goes rarely to Copenhagen,
and it would be as hard for you to wean her from her
happy simple tastes, as for the Spaniards to take Gibral-
tar from the keeping of your kinsman.” She had a
peculiar claim to the interest of an Englishman, having
been strongly attached to the unfortunate Queen Matilda,
who selected Countess Holstein for the painful duty of
attending her in her terrible journey to Stade. The
Countess, though barely three weeks had passed since
her confinement, would not disobey the orders of & prin-
cess whom she adored, though she could not always
approve, and together they nearly perished by the way
in a violent tempest. “ Elle g'est fait sa gloire,” says her
aunt, “of being the last Danish lady who conformed to
the royal prohibition against wearing the order by which
Queen Matilda had decorated the ladies whom she
especially distinguished by her favour.”

The first court reception, or ¢ appartement ” a8 it was
called, at which Mr. Elliot assisted, is described by him
a8 brilliant and striking, though on general occasions the
vast apartments were ill lighted and worse filled—neither
courtiers nor candles being sufficiently numerous for
their large dimensions.

The Royal family consisted of the King, Christian
VII. (who had married and divorced Matilda of England,
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pretty little Bella” becomes a prominent personage in
the letters he writes and receives.

To his family he describes himself as resuming old
studies for her sake—learning, that he might instruct.

It is very probable that the idea of collecting and of
preserving his correspondence occurred to him at this
time. He frequently says in his letters that his thoughts
are turned to the past ; that he is busied in studying it
by the light of experience ; and as the collection of letters
which I have described as chronologically arranged, and
bound in volumes, terminates with the correspondence
of 1784, it seems not unreasonable to suppose that its
formation was one of his chief occupations during the
interval of quiet and leisure which followed on his return
to Denmark, immediately after his divorce. The work
was not ill suited to his frame of mind ; it was an attempt
to kcep a waif from the gallant bark which had set out
in “life’s morning,” with “ youth at the prow and pleasure
at the helm.”

Ten years had elapsed since his first going forth from
home, and, as he reviewed their flight, what varied scenes
must his memory have recalled |—the Cossack tents on
the Danube, his hairbreadth escapes by land and water,
the brilliant courts of Warsaw and of Vienna, where he
left so deep an impression, that years afterwards travellers
found, in the title of his friend, a passport to the best
society ; the gallicised Munich, gay, vicious, and super-
stitious; the barrack-like Berlin, where everybody not
on parade was carousing and gambling, and whence
philosophy failed to banish ennui and indigestion; but
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where, across every scene, there flitted a phantom with
fair face and golden hair, like the treacherous nymphs
of her country’s fables, luring the traveller on to trouble
and sorrow.

One can fancy him in whom, as Lord Stormont said,
the “ elements were blended,” dreaming over these things
in the beautiful solitude of Christiansholm, while, half
in tenderness and half in mockery, and wholly sad, he
set himself to “ weigh the weight of the fire, to measure
the blast of the wind, to call back the day that was
past |”

While thus occupied, public events seem to have
lost much of their interest for him. It is our destiny
to fall into a Pit(t), or be caught by a Fox, unless Boreas
should take us up again,” he wrote ; and none of these
things excited him—disheartened and disenchanted, the
world to him was a stage, and all the men but players.

In the meanwhile his letters from England bore no
trace of any such indifferentism. The last letters which
I have quoted were written during the short govern-
ment of Lord Shelburne,! to be so soon succeeded by
the ill-fated Coalition—the strongest of governments as
regarded parliamentary support, the weakest in the
favour of the King and people. Mr. Eden, as is well
known, was one of the active promoters of the Coalition ;
and neither he nor any other of my grandfathers cor-
respondents had any misgivings as to its success when
it should be once fairly launched.

1 Lord Shelburne came in in 1782, and was turned out by the Coali-
tion in March 1788.
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While the new ministry was in process of construc-
tion, Isabella wrote feelingly of the mischief done to
London society by the excess of party strife.

“ At present,” she wrote on March the 6th, ¢ this
country is much like the sea that surrounds it—nothing
settled, and party running very high. Eden’s friends
and my brother’s faction of last year have joined forces,
but what the result will be is not yet determined. . . .
Nothing can equal the strangeness of the scene here for the
last twelvemonth—balls, assemblies, etc. The Prince of
Wales goes to all the great houses, and there is a ball
every Tuesday night for him, where he gives the list.”

A month later she wrote again—*I continue to live
a8 usual, very quiet, and am surrounded by bustle, which,
this last six weeks, has been of a most unpleasant kind.
Had you been in England, you would have agitated your-
self to death. Indeed, the most phlegmatic characters
were so. The Coalition are now what is called ¢n; and
I own I am a sufficiently good subject to wish there may
never again be such a scene. However, I make no re-
flections on what is called politics, a8 being able to
determine what is really the good of the country is quite
out of my reach. Mr. Eden kisses hands on Friday, on
being made Vice-Treasurer of Ireland. He got credit
for having been the means of uniting the two parties.
During the crisis the union was wonderful. Time will
show how it will turn out. Your principal ! has great
knowledge and power of reading character, with an un-
bounded genius; what the rest of his character may be

1 Fox.
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expected to compensate for the entire dearth of ability
in the greater part of his colleagues. ¢ Habits of
business make men of business,” wrote my grandfather,
not very much distressed by a change of government
which excluded Mr. Fox from office. “I cannot agree
with you there,” said Mr. Eden, ¢ for who ever had such
habits of business as some of our friends during a series
of years, and yet"—

The defeated majority had no doubt that a very
short interval would suffice to restore them to power.
Confidence and glee were on the side of Opposition.
Sir Gilbert was keener than he had ever been; “If,”
wrote Mr. Eden, “his passions were equal to his
abilities, he would play a leading part.” The result of
the general election dashed their hopes to the ground,
and they learned that the people and the King were
equally averse to the rule of a party who had compro-
mised their principles to establish their power.

One consequence of the general election was to
deprive Sir Gilbert of a seat, an event less deplored by
himself than by his friends. “My philosophy or my
indolence,” he said, *“ makes me well satisfied with the
prospect of some leisure for self-improvement,” etc. ;
and he proceeded in the ensuing summer to enjoy the
sea-breezes at Swanage, and the shades of the New
Forest, with all the glee of an emancipated school-boy.
In the autumn he and Lady Elliot accompanied Lady
Harris to Bath, and from thence he wrote a letter to his
brother, in which he describes a visit from their old
schoolfellow Mirabeau.
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if he had not been called unexpectedly to town this
morning, I am sure my wife's endurance, for I cannot
call it civility, would not have held out another day.
He says he shall sell his estate when his father dies,
settle for good in England to be naturalised, it being
absolutely impossible to live in France with any sort of
security. In the meantime he is writing books and
pamphlets for bread.”

In the course of the autumn of 1783 my grandfather
had had some communications with Mirabeau, which
arose out of a conversation held by Mr. Elliot with a
passing traveller at Berlin ; and a very characteristic letter
from Mirabeau will be found in Appendix No. IL It
cannot fail to interest a student of that remarkable man’s
history, though it is too lengthy to be inserted here.

While the Elliots and Harrises had been spending
their summer together, Isabella had remained in the
neighbourhood of London, occupied in preparations for
a journey to Copenhagen, where, at her brother’s request,
she proposed to pass the winter. She had actually taken
her passage (Aug. 1784) when she was attacked by a
violent fever, which left her entirely prostrated in mind
and body. For some time her life was despaired of, and,
though after a time she rallied to a considerable extent,
her nervous system never recovered the shock. In the
preceding year she had suffered from severe illness; and
while in weak health, her warm affections and acute
sensibilities had been greatly affected by the troubles
and prolonged absence of her favourite brother; the
separation from him, the loss by death of those members
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of her family most tenderly united to herself, and, farther
back still, certain painful recollections connected with
her last summer at Tunbridge (previous to her mother’s
death), had undermined her once gay spirits. A sense
of duty, a naturally sociable temper, and plenty of re-
sources in herself, enabled her for a long time to combat
the despondent feelings which occasionally arose in her
mind ; but & healthy body is needed to struggle with a
sick heart, and when her health failed her spirits gave
way. The short remainder of her life was spent in re-
tirement from the world, though she continued to see
her family, and occasionally to write to her brother Hugh
in a cheerful and uncomplaining tone.

Happily for him, the sad tidings of her illness reached
him at 8 moment when his mind was occupied by events
of considerable political importance, then enacting in
the capital of Denmark, to explain which, together with
the share he bore in them, it is necessary to give a slight
sketch of the internal politics of the Danish Court at the
time of his arrival there in the autumn of 1782.

The revolution, as it was called, of 1772, though in
point of fact it had no greater result than to substitute
the authority of the Queen Dowager for that of the
Queen Consort, had terminated in the banishment of
Queen Matilda, and the execution of her favourite, Count
Struensee. From that time the Queen Dowager, step-
mother of the King, had attained uncontrolled influence
over him, and with it the entire direction of the Govern-
ment of the country.

The King, who in 1782 is described in Mr. Elliot’s
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letters as hopelessly insane or imbecile, was nevertheleas
made to go through the pageantry of a part, for the
realities of which he was utterly incompetent. The con-
stitution of the country was purely despotic; the King’s
will superseded law. When the King in Council uttered
the words “ Le Roi le veut,” a close was at once put to
discussion ; a royal order, with the sign-manual affixed,
was absolute; and this, particularly distinguished by the
appellation of an order of cabinet, was the instrument
by which Denmark had been governed for many years.
Persons devoted to the interests of the Queen Dowager,
and of her son Prince Frederick, were placed apout the
person of the King, in the highest offices of state, and
the Prince Royal, the King’s son, was held in a state of
pupillage, which, in the case of an heir-apparent, was
unusual in that country, even at his early age.

By the laws of the land it was enacted that a Prince
of the blood might be confirmed at the age of thirteen—
that ceremony entitling him to take his seat in Council ;
but in the case of the Prince Royal, the period of mi-
nority was protracted till he had attained his sixteenth
year.

Mr. Elliot was not long at Copenhagen before he
discovered that the existing system of government was
odious to the majority of the people, that the principal
nobles were disaffected, and that the most considerable
men in the country were secretly conspiring to effect its
overturn, so soon as the young Prince should have at-
tained his majority.

With the internal affairs of Denmark the English
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details alone can give. My grandfather may possibly
have been of this opinion, since he ceased henceforth to
bestow any care on the arrangement of the letters which
he from time to time received from his relations.

The most interesting portions of his correspondence,
subsequent to 1785, relate to political transactions con-
nected with the affairs of the Court at which he was for
the time resident, and are for the most part confined to
official papers or to memoranda made by himself. From
these I have been induced to select such portions as will
fitly blend into a few slight sketches of his public career.
The last years of his mission to Denmark were perhaps
the most eventful of his diplomatic life. '
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foreign prince to a King of England, than that the
Prince Royal of Denmark manifested on this trying
occasion.”

On the very day of his departure from Sweden, and
immediately after his parting interview with the King,
Mr. Elliot wrote to His Majesty and to the Prince Royal
of Denmark to acknowledge the courtesy and kindness
which he had experienced from them, and to ask their
pardon for the “wvivacités” into which he confesses that
an excess of zeal had betrayed him during some of the
discussions he had held in their presence.

The copies of these letters have been preserved, and
in both occur passages which cannot be passed over,
since they are honourably characteristic of a man whose
courage was no less conspicuous in the presence of
powerful individuals than in the treatment of important
transactions. They may also be taken in evidence of
the imposing position filled by him as umpire between
the two royal antagonists, which entitled him to feel
what Mirabeau was wont to say:—“ Ma téte aussi est
une Puissance.”! To the King he says—

“ Gothenbourg, le 10 Nov. 1788.

¢ Sire—Au moment de mon départ daignez agréer ce
peu de lignes dictées par un cceur rempli de respect, de
reconnaissance et d'attachment. Pardonnez, Sire, les
torts de I'humanité; le souvenir des moments ol j'ai
p par trop de zéle manquer & votre Majesté, couvre
mon front de rougeur et remplit mon 4me d’amertume.

1 The saying attributed to Mirabeau is given in a private letter of
Sir Gilbert Elliot's.
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V. A. R. que des sentimens de justice et dhumanité qui
vous assureront la bénédiction Divine.

“ Pardonnez, Monseigneur, au predicateur Elliot un
sermon que la scéne dont je sors m’a dicté,” etc. etc.

! [TRANBLATION.]

“ Gothenburg, 10th November 1788.

¢ Sir—At the moment of my departure from Sweden to return to
Copenhagen, permit me, Sir, to throw myself at your feet, that I may
renew, in the name of the King my master, in the name of the King
of Prussia, acknowledgments for the nobleness, the dignity, the modera-
tion of your proceedings. I acknowledge, Sir, all the extent, all the
importance of the conquests which could not escape the valour of
your troops or the skill of your officers. I feel, then, keenly, the value
of the sacrifice made to the deference that your Royal Highness has
deigned to show me in regard to the King your uncle and his very
august ally. How complete will be my satisfaction if this first token
of the dispositions of your Royal Highness towards them paves the way
for the great confederation of virtuous Princes, who will make all their
glory consist in maintaining the peace of Europe and in consulting the
happiness of their subjects.

¢ Grant your pardon, Sir, to 8 man who often errs from an excess
of zeal. I have been sometimes wanting in respect to your Royal High-
ness in speaking of the King of Sweden. In recalling some expressions
which escaped me in the heat of the moment, I fecl that I was ungrate-
ful to a king who has laden me with kindness. I venture to assure
your Royal Highness that the King of Sweden only desires the renewal
of your friendship. I add, sir, that the King loves you. I left your
Royal Highness in all the glory of triumph—1I found the King of Sweden,
a few hours later, humbled before a young prince, his nephew, whom
he had visited this time last year to seek his friendship. When about
your age, Sir, this same King had before him a perspective of happiness,
of success, and of glory ; all Europe flattered him, and was filled with
his praises.

¢ Pardon me, Sir, if I venture, as an honest man, to intreat
your Royal Highness to pause an instant, in order to fix in your
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In different style from both these letters is the one
he addressed to the Prince of Hesse, urging on him the
duty of tempering the warlike dispositions of the young
Prince of Denmark. After expatiating on the Prince’s
resemblance to his royal uncle the King of England,
and on the latter’s happy domestic life, he ends thus:—

“ Plat & Dieu que tous les Princes de 'Europe trou-
vassent autant de gloire & faire des enfants qu’a detruire
des hommes | ”

To which the Prince of Hesse replied :—*“ Je vous
rends mille graces, Monsieur, au nom de tous les Princes
de I'Europe du bon souhait que vous faites pour eux.
La guerre et la gloire dont vous faites mention s'allient
trés bien selon la mythologie ancienne.”

On his return to Copenhagen, Mr. Elliot found
eight Russian ships of the line, which should have
wintered at Gothenburg, lying at their anchorage in
the Sound; and the reception given him by Count
Bernstorff, and the Russian minister, prepared him, in
some degree, for the intrigues which the discomfited
partizans of the Russian and Danish alliance had in-
sidiously conducted during his absence, with the hope
of injuring him in the estimation of his own Court.

A young prince checked in the hour of victory, an
memory for ever the truth, that the fate of Princes depends as much
on their good conduct as that of private persons. . .

‘“ I implore Providence ever to inspire your Royal Hnghness with
those sentiments of justice and humanity which will secure to you the
Divine blessing.

¢¢ Forgive, 8ir, the preacher Elliot a sermon dictated by the scene
which he has just quitted,” ete. etc. ete.
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army turned back in sight of a great and easy prize,
a powerful minister baffled and disappointed, furnished
elements of mischief which could not fail to raise a
storm.

The accusation brought against Mr. Elliot by his
enemies, was that of having out-stepped his instructions
—of having declared war against the allied powers of
Russia and Denmark, without the authority of his
government. As soon as he became aware of the
nature of the charges made against him, Mr. Elliot
appealed, in a very spirited and manly despatch, to Lord
Carmarthen. The letters which had passed between
himself and the King of Sweden and the Prince of
Hesse sufficiently attested the accuracy of his asser-
tion, that he had never declared a state of war to exist
between England and Denmark; but that he had pro-
nounced it to be the inevitable consequence of persist-
ence on the part of the Danish commanders in their
meditated attack on the first commercial city of Sweden.
The despatches which Mr. Elliot had received at various
periods throughout the year from the English Govern-
ment, and the letters from Mr. Ewart, together with the
Prussian instructions of M. de Borck, fully justified
Mr. Elliot, in his own opinion, in adopting the course
which he had so successfully pursued ; and after stating
this fully and explicitly, he closed his despatch by the
avowal of the extreme disappointment and mortification
with which he found himself under the necessity of
disproving the injurious accusations of his enemies, at
a moment when he had looked with confidence to re-
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adding that the extraordinary ability you had displayed
not only justly entitled you to the appellation of an
excellent minister, but to that of a distinguished states-
man, since you had acted much more in the latter
capacity than in the former, by having directed the
whole of the operations entirely yourself.

“ His Prussian Majesty, in a long conversation I had
with him the other evening, paid the most flattering
compliments to you, and to the whole of your conduct
on this critical and important occasion. I don’t wonder
that Count Bernstorff says he likes you much better as
a man than as a minister.”

The Annual Register tells us that, during the en-
suing winter, Mr. Elliot, “ whose ability and address
had produced such essential and timely benefit in the
foregoing year, still took the lead, on the part of the
three allied courts, in all affairs relative to the Northern
kingdoms ; continuing to exert the utmost zeal in the
pursuit of the object which was finally attained—namely,
the neutrality of Denmark in the war between Sweden
and Russia.”!

1 A tribute to Mr. Elliot's merits, which will scarcely be suspected
of partiality, may be seen in the following letter from the Ambassador
of France at Stockholm, a man whose name is invariably mentioned in
Mr. Elliot's correspondence with the highest respect.

“'Stockholm, 17th Nov. 1788.

“Vous n'avez fait que paraitre en Sutde Monsieur, et votre presence
y a retabli la paix et la tranquillité. Vous avez arrété dés son principe
une guerre entre deux voisins que leur intérét commun autant que les
liasons de sang doivent toujours tenir en bonne intelligence ; et par le

succes de vos negotiations vous avez prevenu des malheurs inevitables
pour le Danemarc et pour la Suéde. Vous jouissez de cette douce satis-
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mérite, qui a éclairé la ville sur ses devoirs envers vous,
Monsieur, dont le z2le infatigable dans les négociations
les plus épineuses contribua si puissamment & leur suc-
cds,

* La ville ne pouvant jamais oublier des services si
essentiels, ni effager le souvenir de vos éminentes qualités
personnelles, a cru pouvoir se permettre la liberté de vous
offrir un exemplaire de la dite médaille, comme un
témoignage des sentiments dont elle est pénétrée, et c'est
de sa part aussi bien que de la mienne, que j’ai 'honneur
de me dire, bien respectueusement, Monsieur, votre trés
humble et trés obéissant serviteur,

“ DANIEL PETTERSSON,!
‘¢ Bourgemattre de Gothenbourg.
“ Qothenbourg, le 9 Févricr 1792.”

1 [TRANSLATION. ]

¢ Sir—Posterity, without doubt, will only remember with admira-
tion the wonderful deliverance of Gothenburg in the year 1788, when
that town was on the point.of being attacked by the forces of its
enemies, and of being subjected to a foreign yoke ; and it is in com-
memoration of the event that the town conceives it due to itself and its
honour to immortalise by a medal its profound gratitude.

¢ You, Sir, were on this occasion an ocular witness of the heroism
and the wisdom by which the King averted these impending dangers,
and the just consideration of His Majesty for every species of merit, has
enlightened the town on its duty to you, Sir, whose indefatigable zeal
in advancing these delicate and embarrassing negotiations contributed
8o powerfully to their success.

““The town, which can never forget such essential services, nor
lose its sense of your eminent personal qualities, desires to offer to you
a copy of this same medal as a testimony to the sentiments retained for
you by the town,” etc. ete.

‘“DANIEL PETTERsSON,
“‘Burgomaster of Gothenburg.”
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CHAPTER THE TWELFTH.
1790 to 1799.

PARIS—DRESDEN.

IN 1790 Mr. Elliot came home on leave, and was sent
by Mr. Pitt on a secret mission to Paris in 1790 and
1791.

Beyond the bare fact that he was so sent, the cor-
respondence tells nothing of this mission. In one letter
only is there an illusion which throws a light upon its
nature and success. A brother diplomatist, writing to
him some years afterwards concerning a delicate negotia-
tion then pending, says :—“ If you could have been sent
to conduct it as successfully as you did your mission to
Mirabeau,” etc. etc.

In 1792 he was appointed minister at the court of
Saxony, where he remained till 1802. His mission to
Dresden was not apparently marked by events of any
peculiar interest.

The house of Bourbon, of which we have heard so
much, had fallen, in its most important branch, before
a power, of which we have heard nothing! though for
many a day to come it was found not ponderable by the
statesmen whose scales and weights had been adapted
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to the “ balance of the North.” Revolutionised France
had started into life with a giant’s strength, prepared to
use it ltke a giant. And during the ten years passed
by Mr. Elliot in Saxony, his correspondence is occupied
with details concerning the submissions of small powers,
the struggles of great omes, the intrigues of French
emigrants, and the insolence of French agents. A volu-
minous correspondence with his brother, after the latter
had become Lord Minto and Envoy to Vienna, contains
very little matter of public interest at the present date.
One short note, however, has a trait in which we see
that time and circumstance had not entirely subdued
early predilections in the diplomatist’s breast. ¢ Suwar-
row,” he said, “is at Prague; if it were not for my
family ties, I should be strongly tempted to throw up
my post and have a campaign with my old chief!”? A
quarter of a century before he had written from Munich,
his first diplomatic post, “ My greatest pleasure is to
shut my eyes and fancy myself in Count Woronzow’s
tent on the Danube.”
Of his manidre d’étre at this time of his life Mrs.
1 « Mr. Elliot was attached to General Suwarrow’s staff when the
latter took and destroyed the town of Turticaya, took sevcral cannon,
and made a great number of prisoners. Mr. Elliot was the person
despatched by Suwarrow with this news to Marshal Romanzow. The
general gives the highest encomiums to this young gentleman.”—
Letter of Sir R. Gunning, June 15, 1773.
With Romanzow Mr. Elliot corresponded from time to time till
the close of the Marshal's life. In the summer of 1788, the Marshal
acknowledges, in a little note, the pleasure Mr. Elliot had given him

by introducing to him M. de Blucher, an officer of whose qualities he
formed a high opinion.
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CHAPTER THE THIRTEENTH.
1808 to 1808.

MISSION TO NAPLES.

MRr. ErLioT, being at the time on leave in England,
was sent to Naples at twenty-four hours’ notice, in May
1803, Lord Nelson giving him a passage to the Medi-
terranean in the “ Victory.”

War had been declared on the 20th of May be-
tween Great Britain and France, and the First Consul
had announced an intention of requiring all neutral
nations to close their ports against British ships, while
foreign courts suspected of leanings to British influences
were threatened with an army of invasion. Bonaparte
assumed that France was the head of the Southern
Confederacy of Europe, and declared that he would not
suffer either Spain, Portugal, or the States of Italy to
deviate in any degree from the system of politics adopted
by France.

At the moment of Mr. Elliot’s arrival at Naples
(June 1803) a French army was approaching the .
frontier on its way to take possession of Tarentum and
other ports on the Adriatic, which the First Consul
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influence that of General Acton, and to instigate the
Government to various military preparations, such as
arming the inhabitants of Calabria on the pretext of
self-defence against Tunisian cruisers, and the restoration
of the defences of Messina under the secret superintend-
ence of English military officers, and by means of English
money. :

The natural consequences of this vigorous conduct
ensued. Acton and Elliot became equally obnoxious to
France, and the drama enacting at Naples was thence-
forth marked by a double plot:—the external struggle
between Bonaparte and the sovereigns of the Two
Sicilies, and the internal struggle between the Queen
and Sir John Acton.

It was Mr. Elliot’s opinion that if the Queen had
understood the true interests of Naples as thoroughly as
she comprehended and hated the objects of Bonaparte,
much might have been done to save her country; but
her passions were too strong for her judgment, or, as he
wrote, “ the judgment of the sovereign was warped by
the frailties of the woman ;” and to procure the fall of
Acton, she did not disdain to make use of Bonaparte.

In August 1803, two months after Mr. Elliot’s arrival,
she desired him to wait upon her at seven o’clock in the
morning, in her private apartments. “ She was much
agitated, and it was some time before she could speak
on public affairs; at length, however, she did so, with
more than usual animation, and, having occasion to
mention Bonaparte, his name was always accompanied
with some appropriate epithet.”
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ment veut elle que je considire le royaume de Naples
dans ses rapports géographiques et politiques, lorsque je
vois & la téte de toutes les administrations un homme
étranger au pays, et qui a centralisé en Angleterre ses
richesses et toutes ses affections ?

“ Cependant le royaume de Naples ne se gouverne
pas par la volonté et les principes du souverain, mais
par la volonté et les principes de ce ministre. J'ai donc
été décidé par une sage prévoiance & considérer Naples
comme un pays gouverné par un ministre Anglais.

“ Répugnant beaucoup & me méler des affaires in-
térieures des autres étits, ce n'est que pour étre sincere
envers votre Majesté, que je lui donne la véritable
raison, qui justifie toutes les mesures prises envers
Naples et dont elle pourrait avoir & se plaindre.

“Je désire que votre Majesté soit convaincu du
reste du grand prix que j'attache & tout ce qui peut
tranquilliser et ordonner le Continent et contribuer & son
bonheur.

“ Je prie votre Majesté de croire aux sentiments dec
la considération la plus distinguée.

“(Signé)  BONAPARTE.”

! [TRANSLATION.]
‘¢ Brussels, the 9 ycar, 11.

‘1 have read your Majesty’s letter with the utmost attention.

‘I entreat you to rest assured that, after having done you great
injury, I am now desirous to be agreeable to you.

¢¢ At the present conjuncture it is the internal policy of France to
consolidate peace amongst all her neighbours ; it is her external policy
to aid a fecbler state, the well-being of which is of importance to
French commerce ; but 1 wish to respond by a confidence without
reserve to that your Majesty has shown to me,

1
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To a proposal of Lord Nelson's for blockading the
ports occupied by the French, he also “opposed his
frank though considerate opinion.” “The first con-
sequence of such a measure would be that the French
would complain of the impossibility of their getting
supplies in the provinces they now occupy, and they
would therefore extend their quarters to the districts
adjoining the capital—if not upon the capital itself—in
which last case, every port of the kingdom would be
shut against us, and open to our enemics.”?

The policy of the English Government at that time
was not conducted on any large views; and its agents
abroad were sometimes puzzled by the multiplicity of
objects pointed out to their attention, and were frequently
left to act independently of any instructions at all. The
precarious nature of all modes of communication between
distant parts of Europe greatly contributing to the un-
certainty of diplomatic correspondence.

In the dearth of precise instructions, the civil and
military servants of the crown in the Mediterranean
were desired to act in concert under various contin-
gencies ; but they by no means invariably coincided in
their views of the policy to be pursued. In reading the
letters of the generals and admirals, of the colonels, ma-
jors; and sea-captains, who were desired to correspond
with Mr. Elliot, it strikes one forcibly that from Toulon
to Turkey, purely British interests were the only ones
which they thought it essential to serve. The statesman-
like mind of the minister, on the other hand, perceived

! To Lord Nelson, August 16, 1803.
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the danger of adopting measures at once short-sighted
and selfish, the mere suspicion of which did us infinite
damage with our continental allies.

Thus, as we have seen, in the first year of his arrival
at the Neapolitan Court, Mr. Elliot had some trouble
to prevent Lord Nelson and the Governor of Malta from
disgusting Naples, increasing the already existing jealousy
of Russia (“ always a cold friend to us,” said Mr. Elliot),
and giving France a pretext for marching on Naples, by
throwing a garrison of 1400 British soldiers into the fort
of Messina, which was totally unprepared to receive
them.

That he took all the necessary steps for the restora-
tion of the defences of Messina is proved by his corre-
spondence, and by the condition in which the works
were found by our troops in 1806 ; and until the deplor-
able cvents of that winter, the neutrality of Naples was
observed, and her ports remained open to English men-
of-war and trading vessels, while English officers and
English money were actively though secretly employed
in military preparations against her hour of need.

When the transactions of the year 1803 became
known in England, the Government approved highly of
Mr. Elliot’s share in them, as will be seen in the
following despatch :—!

Downing Street, July 3, 1804.

“It gives me particular pleasurc to be the channel -
of communicating to you his Majesty’s gracious ap-

! From Lord Harrowhy to Hugh Elliot.
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King’s manner, and the only sentence he uttered was
probably the most perfectly truthful to which he had
ever given expression. “ You will assure the Emperor,”
he said, ¢ that my sentiments towards him will never
undergo any alteration.” It was observed that the
Queen, in her reply to the ambassador’s compliment, fre-
quently repeated the expression “the Emperor, your
master,” which was meant tauntingly as being addressed
to a person who had always professed the sentiments of
a violent republican, and bad voted the death of his
former sovereign.

Though Mr. Elliot's vigorous support of General
Acton and his policy promised to be successful as
against external foes, it was not proof against the
machinations of the Queen. In Junc 1804 a fresh
plot exploded, which ended with Acton’s fall. Having
been drawn into a warm personal altercation with the
French ambassador, General Acton felt himself so
grossly insulted by the language addressed to him
that he ordered M. Alquier out of his room. The
result was an announcement from the ambassador that
he should leave Naples if Acton were not dismissed.
The particulars of the interview are not given in the
official correspondence ; but in a private letter, marked
“gecret,” from Mr. Elliot to General Acton, written
apparently on receiving that minister's account of what
had passed, the following passages occur :—!

“Je suis sans inquiétudes sur les suites de la
bourrasque préméditée de l'ambassadeur de France.

1 Hugh Elliot to General Acton, May 7, 1804.
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strong terms the deep resentment of the Emperor,
and the grave apprehensions to which it must give rise;
while private letters from the same source assured the
Queen that within forty-eight hours a French messenger
was to be despatched from Paris, bearing a declaration
of war in case General Acton should not have left the
capital before his arrival.

The Queen professed to be overcome with alarm on
the perusal of these letters, and, for the first and only
time in her history, she pleaded her personal fears to
the King as the ground for the immediate departure
of the minister ; and in spite of the remonstrances of
Mr. Elliot, who urged at all events a less indecent
flight, General Acton was persuaded to retire before a
formal demand for his removal should arrive. He
accordingly set sail for Palermo! within the time speci-
fied by De Gallo—not, however, until the King, at the
Queen’s instigation, had settled on him and his heirs
a pension of £6000 a-year, a measure which, under the
circumstances of the case, looked much like a bribe to
him to depart.

Acton once out of her way, the Queen professed
to regret him, and to have been carried away by her
alarms, as Her Majesty was pleased to style her feclings
upon this occasion. On the arrival, eight days later,
of despatches from Paris, in a much more moderate
tone than had been anticipated, she graciously said to
Mr. Elliot, “ Vraiment M. Elliot j’en suis au repentir,
et nous avons été trompés.” But in those moments of

1 On the 25th May.
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King displayed talents and eloquence which took the
English minister completely by surprise; but the audi-
ence, nevertheless, terminated by the King’s desiring
Mr. Elliot, on all matters of importance, to address
himself solely to the Queen, as the only person in his
dominions in whom His Majesty placed any confidence.

“The Queen at present transacts business daily with
the heads of all the departments, and acquits herself of
so laborious a task with infinite ability. Her Majesty
has permitted me to wait upon her every day between
the hours of one and three, and communicates to me all
the despatches received by the Court without reserve.
Her professions of attachment to England are as strong
as those of General Acton ; but I mistrust the impetuo-
sity of Her Majesty’'s feelings, which will ever betray
her into acts of imprudence.”!

The successful result of the machinations against
Acton produced in due time a similar attack upon the
British minister. The French ambassador spoke with
the greatest acrimony concerning the apparent increase
of favour shown to Mr. Elliot personally, since General
Acton’s departure for Sicily.

“ Among the extraordinary expressions used by M.
Alquier, he said that he had been duped by the apparent
concession made to France in General Acton’s departure—
the influence I had gained over the counsels of this country
having been visibly augmented, since I had no longer to
struggle against the weakness of the late minister.”?2

! Hugh Elliot to Lord Harrowby, 24th June 1804.
? November 6, 1804, to Lord Harrowby.
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The King of Naples was therefore admonished to
abandon his connection with England, to dismiss his
minister, and to trust unreservedly to the loyalty of
Bonaparte.

A few days later M. Alquier threatened an imme-
diate advance of General St. Cyr's army if the Nea-
politan Government would not consent to dismiss Mr.
Elliot and close their ports against British ships. The
choice of evils presented to them was, however, grave
enough to divest even the Neapolitan ministry of some
of the “ poltronnerie naturelle,” of which the Queen
accused them.

Mr. Elliot ¢ the likeness of a kingly crown had on.”
A British man-of-war was ever ready at his command
to place King and Queen in security, which their capital
might not always afford them. British fleets protected
their coasting trade, British fishing-vessels were at the
moment unloading at the Mole, British money paid
their troops, and the undaunted character of the British
minister had infused some of its own courage into the
timid.

The Neapolitan ministers replied to the demands of
Alquier by the pertinent question—* Are we, when
threatened by France, to quarrel with England too$”
The King stood firm; the Queen’s courage and resolu-
tion were beyond all praise; and on the appearance of
a strange squadron in the offing, reported to be the
French fleet, she sent for the minister of war, and in
Mr. Elliot’s presence, desired the batteries to be manned,
and prepared to resist to the last. Alquier, who had
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possibly exceeded his instructions, lowered his tome ;
and Bonaparte’s next despatches informed the Nea-
politan Court that he had more important objects in
view, and would not insist on violent measures.

The successful resistance of the Neapolitan Govern-
ment on this occasion was mainly attributable to the
firm and wise counsels of Mr. Elliot, and in due course
of time Lord Mulgrave, Secretary of State for Foreign
Affairs, wrote to Mr. Elliot in terms of high approbation
of the conduct pursued by him :—

“ Downing Street, March 27, 1805.

“ 1 have the greatest satisfaction in communicating
to you His Majesty's fullest approbation of the indefati-
gable zeal with which you have attended to the object.
of your mission, and of the talent and judgment with
which you have acquired so considerable an influence in

the councils of the Court of Naples.
. * #* * ¥ #*

“ His Majesty relics on your experienced activity
and talents to support the resolution and firmness of the
King of Naples, and to assist his councils.”

Under the influence of her secret cabal the Queen
now entered on a correspondence with Napoleon, in
which she offerced him an annual subsidy on condition
of the withdrawal of the French troops from Naples. To
these overtures, the wisdom of which Mr. Elliot had
strongly contested, the new Emperor replied in language
calculated to arouse the highest resentment of the
Qucen.

“ Madame —La lettrc de Votre Majcsté m'a été
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n‘auroit pour son Empire que des résultats peu satis-
faisans. La Russie méme que les sollicitations du
ministre de Votre Majesté ont porté & envoyer dix mille
hommes & Corfou sent trés bien, que ce n’est point par 1a
qu'elle peut faire la guerre a la France; et les dispositions
d’Alexandre Premier ne sont point guerrieres. Mais en
supposant que la catastrophe de Votre Famille et le
renversement de Votre Trone armassent la Russie et
I'Autriche, comment Votre Majesté peut Elle penser, Elle
qui a si bonne opinion de moi, que je sois resté assez
inactif pour étre tombé dans la dépendence de mes
voisins. Que Votre Majesté écoute cette prophetie,
qu’Elle I'écoute sans impatience: & la premiere guerre
dont Elle seroit cause, Elle et sa posterité auroient
cessé de régner, ses enfans errans mandieroient dans les
différentes contrées deI'Europe des secoursde leurs parens.
Par une conduite inexplicable, Votre Majesté auroit
causé la ruine de sa famille, tandis que la Providence
et ma modération lui avoient tout conservé. Renonce
ton ainsi & un des plus beaux royaumes de l'univers!
Je serois fiché cependant que Votre Majesté prit cette
franchise de ma part pour des menaces. Non, §'il étoit
entré dans mes projets de faire la guerre au Roi de
Naples, je l'aurais faite & I'entrée du premier Russe a
Corfou, ainsi que 'auroit voulu une politique circonspecte.
Mais je veux la paix avec Naples, avec I'Europe entidre,
avec I'Angleterre méme, et je ne crains la guerre avec
personne. Je suis en état de la faire & quiconque voudra
me provoquer, et de punir la Cour de Naples, sans
craindre de ressentimens de qui que ce soit. Que votre
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The Queen was so moved on reading this letter,
that she described herself, in & note with which she for-
warded it to Mr. Elliot, as unable to witness his perusal
of it, and she begged him to make himself acquainted
with it before they met to consider it. The opening
lines of his answer are highly characteristic :—* The
first feeling of a gentleman on reading such a letter,
addressed to a princess, wife of a sovereign, daughter

prejudices of your sex, and can you treat affairs of state as you would
affairs of the heart? You have already lost your kingdom once. Twice
you have caused a war in which your father's house has narrowly
escaped complete ruin. Do you then wish to cause a third ¢ At the re-
quest of your ambassador at St. Petersburg, 10,000 Russians have already
been sent to Corfu. What | is your hatred so fresh, and your love for
England so exalted, that you wish, though assured of being yourself the
first victim, to embroil the Continent and procure thusadiversion in favour
of England § I confess that passions so powerful would command some
portion of my esteem, if plain reason did not show their frivolity and
impotence. Your nephew, the Emperor of Austria, does not share your
sentiments, and does not wish to renew the war, which would produce
results very unsatisfactory for his Empire: Even Russia—though at the
solicitation of your Majesty’s minister she has been induced to send
10,000 men to Corfu—knows very well that it is not thus that she can
make war on France, and the temperament of Alexander I. is not war-
like. But supposing that the calamities of your family and the over-
throw of your throne armed Russia and Austria, as your Majesty expects,
how can your Majesty, since you have so good an opinion of me, think
that I should be so inactive as to fall into a state of dependence on my
neighbours? May your Majesty listen to this prophecy ; may you listen
to it without impatience ! At the first war of which you are the cause,
you and your family will cease to reign; your children, wanderers, will
beg, in the different countries of Europe, assistance from their relations,
By conduct so inexplicable, your Majesty will have ruined your family,
while Providence and my modcration would have preserved you every-
thing. Will you thus renounce one of the finest kingdows in the universe
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under General Acton’s own handwriting, in a letter to
the Queen, his approbation of the offer made to France
of an annual subsidy of six millions of French livres.
(Sorry I am to add, that from many other parts of
this minister’s private correspondence with Her Majesty,
I have but too much reason to observe that both his
temper and his judgment are impaired, from the mortifi-
cation attending the decline of his influence at this
Court, a circumstance which he ought to have foreseen
as the natural consequence of his ill-advised retreat from
the capital.”)!

Mr. Elliot’s influence with the Queen increased, as
she had occasion to observe the soundness and inde-
pendence of the advice he gave her. He spent hours
in conference with her and her ministers, and not a day
passed without her writing to him.

Numbers of her letters lie before me, some written
in moments of intense agitation, others on the most
trivial occasions; but, in almost all there are some
characteristic traits which account for the influence the
Queen obtained over those whom she could not dupe.
She carried into her intercourse with the persons in her
confidence the charm of a kindly bonhommie, of a high
spirit, and of the indiscretion which looks so like, but is
not, trust. Love of children was a marked feature in her

! In another despatch he says :—‘ The weakness of General Acton
towards the Queen is such, that I am certain of his laying before her,
in his confidential letters, the substance of whutever I might communi-
cate to him, with any colouring which he might think the most agree-
able to her feelings at the moment.”
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him to carry his correspondence to Napless. On ome
occasion Mr. Elliot informed her the captain would
not be able to wait upon her, having no suitable dress
in which to appear before Her Majesty. Her answer
was short :—* Que me fait 'habit ? Je veux voir ’homme,
présentez le.” In one of the Quecn’s notes she begs
Mr. Elliot to come to her, to hear from herself the
expression of her admiration for the humane action he
had so gloriously performed.

A graphic, and I believe a perfectly correct account
of the adventure referred to, is to be found in Madame
de Stail's novel of Corinne, where the hero sees a man
struggling in the waves of a stormy sea, and after
vain attempts to induce any of the lazzaroni to go to
his assistance, plunges into the sea himself, and finally
succeeds in swimming ashore with the man whose life
he had saved; but not until his own strength was so
nearly spent that the bystanders at first believed it
. could not be restored.

A note to Corinne tells us that the action attributed
to Oswald had been actually performed by Mr. Elliot,
British minister at Naples, and his family possess a
record of the fact in the shape of a small volume of
sonnets, in four languages, composed in honour of what
is termed his heroic conduct.

For a short period there ensucd a respite in the
system of bullying by which Bonaparte sought to in-
timidate Naples, but early in the spring of 1805 it was
intimated to their Sicilian Majestics that the appoint-
ment of the Count de Damas to the command of the
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pliments & Mad® Elliot et aux chers enfants, et croyez
moi pour la vie votre sincire amie,'! CHARLOTTE.”
“ 21 Fevrier 1805.

“ La réponse de Cardito est arrivée. St. Cyr a sus-
pendu toute démarche jusqud la réponse du Grand
Bonaparte qui ne peut tarder. J’avoue que je suis
revoltée de ces manitres de barbare que l'on se permet
vers nous, et que je ferois volontiers de tout pour nous
en soustraire.

“ Enfin nous attendrons encore cette crise que j’espére
g'eventera comme les précédentes; il est affreux
d’étre si fort abaissé que de devoir souffrir la loi d'un tel
homme, mais c’est I'ouvrage de ses amis, et encore plus
de ses demis ennemis, et cela me rend la vie et l'ex-
istence odicuse depuis longtemps. Si je n'avais pas
des enfants, et unc famille (¢t je parle A un bon Pere
qui me comprend) j'aurais quitté tout, et un trone avili
par celui qui y est monté, mais il faut songer & nos

1 [TRANSLATION.]
26t Junuary 1805,

““We are again in all the horror of being menaced by the Bona-
partist troops.  St. Cyr has sent his adjutant, with strict orders in three
days, which expire to-morrow, to have a reply, ordering stroug measures ;
the points are—-disarmament, cease recruiting, remove Mr. Elliot, exile
Damas.  Cardito sets out this evening for Apulia, to beat down the im-
possible points, and his reply will deeide what in my heart and soul 1
think decided. I entreat you to burn my letters, for I fear the imperial
tricks of these vile slaves, who only desire to compromise me and to he
revenged on me; but Tam resolved to brave them and torisk augmenting
the number of their erimes. 1 prefer death to the unhappiness of being
the slave of sucha being. My compliments to Mrs. Elliot and to the
dear ehildren, and believe me, your sincere friend,  CuarLorre.”
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saurez toujours l'exacte verité ; ma loyauté est inchange-
able, autant que mes sentimens sont pour la vie.”1

In one of these letters a remarkable phrase occurs :
—* Dieu préserve le royaume dans les mains de notre
tyran. On serait étonné avec la bouche béante, hors mox,
des ressources qu'il en tirerait.”?

The French Government at last yiclded on three out
of the four points originally insisted on, but they accom-
panied the concession with a positive command for the im-
mediate dismissal of Count Damas, which even the Queen
could not disregard. The shell has burst—¢* La bombe
est crevée,” she wrote to Mr. Elliot. “ Le coquin Alquier
donnera une note officielle si Damas A midi n’est point
parti. L'ordre est venu & St. Cyr pour qu’il prenne d’abord
la position d’Ariano et traite le pays en pays conquis.
Ainsi il faut bien donner un congé & Damas. Je suis
au déséspoir, humiliée, enragée, consternée. Nous re-
tarderons mais n’éviterons point nos malheurs. Adien.—
Votre amie pour la vie, CHARLOTTE.”?

! [TRANSLATION.]

I confess to you that I revolt at living under the knife of such
people, and T would willingly do anything to escape it.

*“Do not believe any tidings, any reports, they are falsified. Come
to me always with confidence. You shall always know the exact truth ;
my loyalty is unchangeable, as my sentiments are for life.”

2 ¢ May God preserve the kingdom in the hands of our tyrant.  7The
resourees which he wouldd draw from it would fill any one but mysely
with wmazenent.”

3 «The shell has burst. . . . The rascal Alquier will give an
official note if Damas has not set ofl’ at noon. St. Cyr has received
orders to take the position of Ariano at once, and to treat the country
as conquered. Thus it is necessary to dismiss Damas. 1 am in despair,
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The English minister did not hesitate to advise con-
cession when concessions were inevitable or immaterial,
but he was compelled still more frequently to counsel a
more courageous and straightforward policy than the
Neapolitan Court was prepared to adopt. Their coun-
cils fluctuated between rashness and servility, and pro-
voked the indignities which were heaped upon them.

“Les gens timides,” he wrote to the Queen, “ qui
se croient prudents par excellence, continueront de
crier, Cédez, cédez, tout ce que la perfidie peut demander
comme gage de sa tranquilité. J’avoue que je suis
d’'un sentiment différent, et que je crois que Fon risque
moins de voir avanger les frangais en refusant d’accorder
des concessions disgracieuses et fatales, qu'en faisant
des sacrifices journaliers qui ne font qu’augmenter le
désir d’en exiger d’autres.”!

conferred on Mr. Elliot the mission to the Court of Naples. The
recent information, however, which has been trunsmitted to his
Majesty by Mr. Elliot has apprised His Majesty of the source from
whence the demand has arisen.”

The despatch goes on to state that while the King would always
comply cheerfully with the genuine wishes of His Sicilian Majesty in
regard to the withdrawal of a minister who might have rendered
himself personally objectionable to the King of Naples, he could
not, consistently with a proper regard to his own dignity, with a just
attention to the rights of neutral and independent sovercigns, or an
adequate consideration of the established laws of nations, consent to with-
draw his minister from a neutral and friendly court at the imperious
mandate of an enemy, ete.

1 [TRANSLATION. ]

“Timid people, who think themselves superlatively prudent,
will continue to cry, Yield, yield—all that perfidy can demand as a
pledge of tranquillity. T confess that T am of a different way of
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except in concert with the Court of Vienna, brought a
torrent of invectives on their heads. The Emperor
spoke publicly of the Queen of Naples, who was
known to have counselled the policy adopted by the
King in opposition to the advice of his ministers, in
the most violent language, of which she wrote as
follows :—
“ 9 Juin 1805.

“En publique, au cercle, 'Empereur-Roi a tenu
des propos indécens sur nous, et moi en particulier, &
nos ministres, au point que Cardito dit ne le vouloir
revoir de la vie, ni 8’y exposer plus; il a formellement
declaré que si pour le 16 de Juin il ne regoit la Recon-
naissance & Bologne ou il sc trouvera, il cessera toute
communication avec ce pays et nous traitera comme pays
ennemi.

. . . “Nous tenons fermec malgré ces menaccs
de nc point reconnaitre avant que I'’Empereur ne
reconnaisse. Comme nous sommes les deux seules
Puissances en Italic point encore asservies, je m'attends
de ce Corse curagé et heureux, toutes les folies et
démences, trahisons ct violences. Mais que pouvons
nous y faire? Si ne point provoquer, comme sans
discontinuer, la Russic, Vienne, et I'Angleterre nous
préchent, signific plier, il faudra le reconnaitre, sauf,
malgré cet avilissement, avoir le sort de Parme, Génes,
et Lucques.— Croyez moi pour la vie et jusqu'au
tombeau votre sinctre amie, CHARLOTTE.!

! [TraxsraTION] “ Junc 9th 1805.

‘“In public, at the levée, the Emperor-King has made indecent
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ster as a friend,” a secret correspondence with her agents
in Russia, representing that government as full of jealousy
and mistrust of the objects of England in the Mediter-
ranean.! At the very time when she was concocting
with M. de Tatitscheff a convention for the employment
of an Anglo-Russian force, her French adherents were
busily employed in suggesting causes of jealousy and
mistrust of England and her representative to General
Lacy, the commander of the Russian force, by whom
these underhand dealings were exposed to Mr. Elliot.?
To the Russian Convention  Mr. Elliot refused to be
a party, on the ground that its objects went beyond
those which his Government had instructed him to
pursue. Mr. Elliot’s efforts, since his first coming to
Naples, where ¢ he had stood alone and unsupported by
the minister of any other foreign power,” had been cal-
culated solely to maintain the security of the Two
Sicilies, by yielding as much as possible in every in-

! This is a very remarkable transaction. The Queen, early in 1805,
placed in Mr. Elliot's hands confidential letters to herself from the
Duke of Serra-Capriola, minister of Naples at St. Petersburg, in which
it was stated that the Court of St. Petersburg thoroughly mistrusted
British objects in the Mediterranean, and warned Naples especially of
England’s designs on Sicily. The Queen permitted Mr. Elliot to send
home copies to his Government, on the positive assurance that such a step
would be kept from the knowledge of her own representative in England,
and would be confided simply to the King and his confidential servants.
This information, when received in England, seems to have taken Lord
Mulgrave, Foreign Secretary, completely by surprise.

2 General Lacy, a straightforward old soldier, of Irish extraction,
and, at the time he reached Naples, of the advanced age of cighty.

3 September 21, 1805.
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stance which might have committed its neutrality, and
by encouraging, on the other hand, the adoption of every
secret measure for profiting of the internal resources of
the provinces with a view to their own defence.” The
objects of the Russo-Neapolitan Convention seemed to
him to be widely different, while it was apparent to him
that the very small proportion of English forces to be
employed in any combined movements would necessitate
their implication in undertakings, possibly in disasters,
over which they would exercise no control. Coalitions
and contingents were not to his taste; he considered
that England, by her fleets, her subsidies, and her
counsels which, at all events up to the summer of 1805,
had been crowned with success, had done her part
towards maintaining the independence of the kingdom
of the Two Sicilies; that if military operations on the
Continent, and on a great scale, were deemed advisable,
Russia, a great military power, bound to Naples by
carlier treaties, should take the lead and the respon-
sibility. Unhappily, an Anglo-Russian armament, to be
placed under the supreme command of General Lacy, was
decided on.

The Russian Convention was signed in September,
and, in Mr. Elliot’s opinion, it led to all the fatal con-
scquences which afterwards ensued. The King of Naples,
who, though in secret, was a party to it, was shortly after-
wards forced by the menaces of France to ratify a treaty
of neutrality with France, on the faith of which the army
of General St. Cyr vacated the Neapolitan dominions;
and on the day following that of the ratification of the
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French treaty, the King was prevailed on to give M. de
Tatistcheff a declaration under his sign-manual, which
annulled the validity of his prior signature with France,
and by which he called for the disembarkation of the
foreign troops in the kingdom of Naples for the pro-
tection of his dominions.

These disgraceful acts of perfidy were kept as far as
possible from the knowledge of Mr. Elliot, who, when
retailing them at a later period? to his own Government,
terms them “as disgusting as they were disgraceful.
I have cautiously avoided taking any part in transactions
equally contrary to sound policy and good faith. My
situation has been indeed peculiarly embarrassing, as
there was a manifest inclination in the Russian mission
to ascribe my unwillingness to second these proceedings
to a jcalousy of their growing influcnce, and above all to
a secret view of not opposing the conquest of Naples, in
order to afford a plausible pretext for seizing on Sicily.
Unfortunately, the Queen, who had been goaded by
every specics of invective and ill-trecatment from Bona-
parte, and who was surrounded by individuals either of
mcan abilities, or, perhaps, even treacherous incli-
nations, stimulated the Russian minister to pre-
cipitate cvery warlike measure, and carried, by her
influence, the consent of the King, of the hereditary
prince, and the council.”

The transactions which to the English minister ap-
peared as foolish as they were unprincipled, were viewed
in a very different light by the Queen, the chief actor in

' June 3, 1806.
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As is well known, on the news of the capitulation of
Ulm, the army of the Archduke Charles evacuated
Venetia, in order to share in a combined movement with
other portions of the Austrian forces for the purpose of
defending Vienna. Consequently, when the Anglo-
Russian troops assembled at Naples, they and the army
of His Sicilian Majesty were the only forces in the
Peninsula opposed to the victorious armies of France.

The only cheering news which reached the Nea-
politan Court during the month of November, was the
" reported victory of Trafalgar; but no details of it
were received till the beginning of December, when the
fatal intelligence of the death of Nelson produced a note
from the Queen, which bears the evidence of genuine
feeling (2d December) :—

“J’ai regu la triste lettre que vous mn’avez envoyée.
Je n'étais point capable dans le premier saississement de
la douleur de la grande irréparable perte que nous
venons de faire, de vous répondre. Donnez-moi tous les
détails dos éveénements qui nous privent du heros que je
regretterai toute ma vie. 20 vaisseaux augmentent sa
gloire, mais rien ne peut consoler de sa perte. Tant de
courage, vertus et modestie, tout cela réuni ne se retrouve
plus. Pour lui c'est un bonhcur, pour nous un sensible
malheur. Adicu. Croyez moi jusqu'au tombeau votre
sincére amie, CHARLOTTE."!

puinful to me. Whatever may be my fate, and that of my dear un-
fortunate family, 1 shall fulfil my duties.”

T TRANSLATION. ]
¢ I received the sad letter which you sent me. I was not ecapable,
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King that such was the only course they could pursue
under circumstances which they stated in detail.

The utter want of any information, beyond that
which reached them through French sources, added
greatly to the difficulties with which the commanders
had to contend.

“T would give £5000 for reliable information,” wrote
Sir J. Craig to Mr. Elliot, on the 30th December. “ My
despatches from Lord Castlercagh come no lower than
the 16th October, and for anything I can extract from
them, cither uscful or agreeable, they might just as well
have remained in his lordship’s secretaire to this moment.
I cannot comprehend what they are about.”

The retreat of the allied force greatly exasperated
the Court, and the following note from Sir James Craig
to Mr. Elliot, written immediately after the generals had
held a council of war, at which it had been resolved that
the allied armies should continue for the present to
cover the town of Naples, shows what were the feelings
of the Queen towards her English allies, and shows too
that, under her violent abuse of his countrymen, the
spirit of the English minister began to chafe.

“ Monday, 6th January, Naples.

“T lose not a moment in acquainting you with the
result of an interesting conversation which I have this
instant finished with General Opperman. . . . For
the present we shall remain where we are, and it is pro-
bable that, if the French advance, we may gratify

with the sight of a battle, but that may still depend on
a future circumstance. For God’s sake do not give up
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Spain. The Court believed, or professed to believe, that
the presence of their allies in the neighbourhood of
Naples would have greatly aided the probability of g
successful termingtion to their negotiations; and when
that hope was withdrawn, they strenuously urged on the
English minister and general the importance of abstain-
ing from any action in the direction of Sicily which. could
furnish & pretext to the French for seizing on the
Neapolitan dominions. Mr. Elliot appears to have
thought the negotiations at one time promised success ;
to Sir James Craig they from the first appeared utterly
futile; and bearing in mind the instructions he had
received from his own Government to prevent, with or
without the concurrence of His Sicilian Majesty, the
French from effecting a landing in Sicily, he determined
to steer his course for the Straits of Messina, there to
await the progress of events. The feelings of the Court
on the occasion are fully described in the following
letters from the Queen to Mr. Elliot :—
“ 10 Janvier 1806.

“ Dans cc moment arrive un courier de Moravie.
Je m'empresse de vous l'envoyer et de m'informer de
votre santé. Je souhaite un bon voyage au Général Craig,
et qu'aucune tempéte cn mer n‘augmente scs craintes, et
je noublierai de ma vie sa visite.—Adieu.”!

! [TRANSLATION. )
“10th January 1806.

¢ A courier has just arrived from Moravia. I hasten tosend him

" to you and to bring me news of your health. I wish General Craig a

good voyage, and that no tempest may augment his fears, and I shall
not, while I live, forget his visit. —Adieu!"
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regain Naples, she was incapable of calculating coolly
the means in her power for accomplishing 8o great an
event. “ D'entamer la chose, de fasre une explosion
générale]! was what she aimed at, and Providence
seemed to have favoured her designs by the arrival of
Sir Sidney Smith, who was fully as ready to undertake
anything or everything without further consideration as
she could desire.”

This officer, who was the fanfaron of virtues which
he really possessed—for he was brave, chivalrous, and
cnterprising, though under the influence of exorbitant
vanity he enlarged upon his own merits till modest men
felt inclined to doubt them—was now invested by the
Queen’s influence with supreme authority over all the
King's forces on land and sea. A proclamation stating
his powers was clandestinely drawn up, without the
slightest communication with Sir J. Stuart, and Sir
Sidney formally accepted the powers conferred, pro-
mising the Queen that he would now “ dare to do more
than Bonaparte would venture to imagine 1”2

Five days before this letter was written the battle
of Maida had been fought and won, and in a letter
written a few days later to Mr. Elliot by Sir J. Stuart,
he mentions the fact of his pursuit of the cnemy having
been impeded by the action of armed bodies of men
acting under the authority of Sir 8. Smith — King
Ferdinand’s generalissimo !

! Private letter to the Right Hon. . J. Fox, August 1806.
? ¢ Celui,” he says in a letter to the Queen, dated * Pompée, devant
Scilla, 9 Juillet 1806, ¢ (elui qui peut parler en chef supréme peut
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langage. On n’cst plus général sans étre soldat. Et je
crois que les manitres de Suwarrow et du P. de Heese,
feront fortune auprés du peuple et du soldat I ou 'esprit,
la mesure, et I'addresse qui conviennent au courtisan
viennent échouer complétement.”

This letter was probably intended for Count Roger
Damas as much as for the Queen.

Mr. Elliot continued to correspond with the Home
Government throughout the summer, the chief subject
of his despatches being the commission given to Sir
S. Smith, and the invasion of Calabria by Sir J.
Stuart. He did not the less heartily rejoice over the
victory of Maida, because he had always urged on
the British commanders the futility of all such partial
attempts on the French power in Naples. Having, as
he said, so lately seen an Anglo-Russian and Neapolitan
army rctire from that kingdom before an enemy had
entered it, he refused to believe that a handful of

! [TRANSLATION.]

¢¢ 1 feel deeply humbled in being forced to unite, with all Europe,
in rejoicing over the still vague report of the death of an individnal,
atrocious it is true, but whose success, and the fears he has been able
to inspire, form the disgrace of the age in which we have been condemned
to bow under the tyranny of a conquering adventurer.

T do not blame the style of the Prince of Hesse. Wherever I cast
my eyes now, I see nothing less noble than the soi-disant nobility.
One will only succeed now by means of the people ; and the people must
be addressed in their own language. One can no longer be a general
without being a soldier. And I think that the manners of Suwarrow
and of the Prince of Hess¢ will make their fortune with the people
and with the soldiers, with whom the talent, the suavity, and the tact,
which suit the courticr, completely fail.”
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délabrée, always without complaint, and seemingly
without consciousness of personal discomforts, she, in
the King’s name, issued cdicts and proclamations to
imaginary forces for impossible exploits; and while pre-
pared for any step which might tend to overthrow the
power of Bonaparte, she was already conceiving the
possibility of opening an amicable arrangement with him
for the barter of Sicily for Naples, and the betrayal of
her English allies.!

Mr. Elliot, in writing to his Government, and summing
up the history of his experiences of the Neapolitan Court,
gives it as his distinct opinion that the independence of
the Two Sicilies had fallen not so much before the suc-
cessful ambition of Bonaparte, as by the intrigucs of the
Court; “with an cssential part of government in the
hands of a French emigrant, the Neapolitan Court be-
came the centre of the intrigues of a designing set of
persons, who were careless of the interests of Naples,
and inimical to those of Great Britain.”

! In little more than three years after Mr. Elliot's departure from
Palermo, the Queen of Naples saw, without disapprobation, the mar-
riage of her grand-daughter Maria Louisa to the ¢ Modern Emperor,
as she frequently called him.
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(CHAPTER THE FOURTEENTH.
1810 to 1830.

LEEWARD ISLANDS—MADRARS.

ON the termination of his mission to Naples, Mr. Elliot
returned to London, and in 1809 he was appointed
Governor of the Leeward Islands. The condition of the
Continent—from which the success of Bonaparte’s armics
had all but banished diplomacy—and the risks and
expenses consequent on the removal from place to place
of a numerous family, decided Mr. Elliot to abandon a
diplomatic for a less brilliant, but also a less precarious,
career. It was, however, at a great sacrifice of personal
happiness that he accepted of a post to which he felt it
impossible that his family should accompany him; and
the five years that he spent at a distance from them
form, perhaps, the most unhappy period of his life.

The numerous letters which he addressed to his
wife and elder children from the banishment of Antigua
contrast curiously with the family letters written by and
to him in his youth. The anxieties which others had
felt for him, it was now his turn to experience; and
the gay, elastic buoyancy of spirit which had distin-
guished him in early life, had given way to a sore sense
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of the “slings and arrows of outrageous fortune.”
Returning to England after years of active and often
of brilliant service to his country, he found that such
service rendered at a distance met with far less acknow-
ledgment than would have been readily bestowed on
political support at home. To save an ally of England
was no doubt good ; but to save a vote to Government
was better. Shrewd observer as he was, and versed in
the politics of Europe, Mr. Elliot was struck by the
narrow views and unskilful policy of statesmen whose
mental gaze was contracted to the arena of parlia-
mentary strifc; while to their imperfect knowledge of,
and limited interest in, continental politics, he ascribed
the curious selection of their diplomatic agents, and
also some anomalics in the system of procedure towards
them. His general impressions of England are given
in a letter to a friend, written shortly before leaving it
for the Leeward Islands, after a residence of three years
in London.

“The country,” he says, “surpasses all my recol-
lections by its beauty, cultivation, and appearance of
prosperity ; but my long residence abroad has made me
averse to the gencral manners of English society,in which
there is less of nature and of good breeding than I have
met with among the same classes of society in any other
country of Europe. The women are sensible, intelligent,
and well-informed ; but with the cxception of a few
who have had a cosmopolite training, they want the
charm of courteous grace which distinguishes their
semblables in other aristocratic societies. . . . There
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and decreasing white population of this island, which no
longer furnishes a sufficient choice of men fit to fill any
public department. The fact is, the governments of the
smaller islands were formed in times when many of the
proprietors lived upon their estates, and the white popu-
lation was in some instances, perhaps, ten times as
numerous a8 it now is. Of the few white inhabitants
who remain, managers, overseers, self-created lawyers,
self-educated physicians, and adventurous merchants,
with little real capital or credit, compose the greater
part. The acquirements of education among many of
this description of persons are very unequal to the task
of taking a share in the government. The prevalence of
principle, cither moral or religious, is also, I fear, not to
be calculated from the repetition of the hackneyed ex-
pressions of which an ostentatious use is frequently made
in addresses, and on all occasions meant to meet the
public eye at home.

“To collect from such a state of society men fit to be
legislators, judges, or jurymen, is perfectly impracticable.
Individual interest, personal influence, animosity of party-
feuds, weigh down the scale of justice and direct the
course of legislative authority into acts of arbitrary and
unjustifiable power, cloaked under the semblance and
dignified with the name of constitutional acts. How
such defects arc to be remedied is a question which
requires much minute investigation and serious and
dispassionate consideration,” etc., etc.!

This letter having been read before the House of

! November 21, 1810,
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Government, goes with me in the ¢ Cygnet’ as the prin-
cipal lawyer, to conduct the prosecution. The eyes of
all the West Indies are turned towards this cause, and it
will create a no less general sensation in Great Britain.
My business is to see justice impartially distributed, and
that the proceedings shall meet with no interruption on
either side. The enormities laid to the charge of this
Mr. Hodge are more dreadful than any I ever heard of
within the limits of the British Empire. On the other
hand, his defendants assert that the accusation is found-
ed in a foul conspiracy to deprive the prisoner of his life
and his honour. In the meantime, the state of party at
Tortola is said to be violent and inflamed, and the Island
is in fact without any regular force whatever, which can
act upon an cmergency for the support of the civil power
or of tranquillity. The law must take its course in this
disagrecable business, and God grant that it may be
dirccted to its proper object, that the guilty may suffer
and the innocent escape.”

His next letter to his wifc tells her the result of the
trial.

“ Tortola, May 9, 1811.

“ My dearest Margaret — In my letter from St.
Christopher, by the ¢Duke of Kent’ packet, I told
you I was to proceed to Tortola upon a business of
the most disagrecable nature. 1 accordingly arrived
here upon the morning of the 26th April, and am lodged
in a tolerable house situated on an eminencc about a
mile and a half from the town. The trial of Arthur
Hodge, Esq., one of the members of the Council of
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liberal education, and lived in what is called the great
World. His manners and address were those of a gen-
tleman. Cruelty appears in him to have been the effect
of violence of temper, and habit had made him regard-
less of the death and suffering of a slave. God grant
that this severe example may teach others in the West
Indies to dread a similar fate, should they forget that
slaves are their fellow-creatures, and that their lives are
protected by the laws both of England and the colonies.
The state of confusion in which I found this part of the
government has made it necessary for me to take several
strong measures to maintain public tranquillity, and to
prevent any interruption being given to the course of
justice. Thank God, I consider everything now as
finished, and have the satisfaction to say without the
appearance of tumult or disorder. The militia are dis-
charged from duty, and the country is in its ordinary
state, so that I hope the rest of the time I have to re-
main here will be quietly passed. Never were my
feelings more harassed than during these last eight days,
not even, I may say, when I lost sight of you and my
children. Think of a young family deprived in one fatal
moment of their only surviving parent, and think of the
struggle it must have cost me to do my duty upon so
trying an occasion. O my dear Margaret, shall I ever
again forget among you all the pangs I have endured for
all your sakes in the West Indies? whose climate,
manners, and principles, war with my body and mind.
May God’s goodness one day reward me and mine for a
period of much uncomfort to myself !”
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London, he left it again at a moment of almost unex-
ampled interest in the annals of his country. England
was about to receive the sovereigns and warriors who
had at last won the cause which she alone had never
deserted; and it is not to be wondered at that the
younger members of the family shrank with dismay
from the dire necessity of departure. Their father,
however, had learned, in the solitude of his West Indian
life, to regret nothing while left in the enjoyment of his
family circle. To use his own expression :—“ At his
age his heart required rest, which was alone to be had
in the society of those his eyes doated upon — his
children and their mother.”

On the 14th of May 1814, he, having first been
sworn a member of His Majesty’s Privy Council, sailed
for India, accompanied by all his family, with the ex-
ception of two boys left at school. His departure from
Plymouth had been delayed from day to day, in the
hope that the ship bringing home his brother, Lord
Minto, late governor-general of India, would arrive at
that port, where she was already due, before he should
have left it. In this expectation he was unfortunately
disappointed, and the brothers, who had not seen each
other for years, never met again. Lord Minto died a
few wecks after his arrival in England from the conse-
quences of a chill caught at the funeral of Lord Auck-
land. Lady Auckland also died during her brother’s
absence in India, and these repeated losses in his family
account for the meagreness of his private correspond-
ence during his Indian career.
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“ Hardly ever did we get through dinner without his
starting up to inquire if all was safe.” The agreeable
qualities of the guests were by no means unappreciated
by the French residents in attendance on Napoleon, and
many efforts were made to induce Mr. Elliot to ask for
an interview with him; but this he persistently refused,
saying that he considered Bonaparte to have been the
greatest enemy his country had ever had, and a curse to
Europe ; and for his own part he had no desire to see
him.

The spectacle of fallen greatness affected him less
than the contemplation of the Nemesis which had
worked the fall—bringing to a far Atlantic Isle the
man whose unrivalled career the united nations of
Europe had barely sufficed to check, the noise of
whose armies had banished peace from the quiet gardens
of Dresden, and thoughts of peace from the lovely terrace
of Palermo.

For the remainder of his life Mr. Elliot resided
chiefly in London, where some still survive who remem-
ber the charm of his society. One who knew him well
described his conversation as “a shower of pearls and
diamonds,” so sparkling and so spontaneous; but what-
ever the felicity of his talk, or the grace of his manner,
by his descendants he is best remembered for the gifts of
heart and mind which made him beloved by a large and
devoted family.

He dicd on the 2d of December 1830, and was buried
by the side of his brother in Westminster Abbey. A
few weeks beforc his death he visited my mother at
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I'

LETTER FROM MR. STANLEY, SECOND SON OF LORD
DERBY, DESCRIBING THE BATTLE OF BUNKER'S
HILL (P. 92, NOTE).

“ Camp at Boston, Aug. 7, 1775.

“ My dear Friend—I know it will give you pleasure to
hear that I arrived safe here in good health last Sunday,
after a very tedious passage of near eight weeks ; in short,
we had not four-and-twenty hours of fair wind from the
time we left England till we got here.

“I shall now attempt to give you some little descrip-
tion of our present situation; I can’t say that our affairs
wear the best face possible, but there is an old saying,
that when things are as bad as they can be they must
mend. We are in a town almost deserted by its inhabit-
ants, situated upon a peninsula with a very narrow neck
of land that runs into the country; this neck we have very
strongly fortified ; on all other sides of us are small arms
of the sea, where our men-of-war and transports, for they
are all armed, lie at anchor. Opposite our lines, upon
the heights, and indeed all round us, the Americans are

2E
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encamped to about the number of 30,000, and have flung
up some of the strongest works I suppose ever scen, so that
we are totally blockaded by these rebellious scoundrels.
We every now and then make little excursions and attack
them, and burn a few of their houses, but not having suffi-
cient force, never venture out into the country. There
was a very serious affair happened the 17th of June, which
I suppose you have heard of ; but in case you should not,
here it is. Opposite this town, on the other side the
smallest arm of the sea, lay Charlestown, a very pretty
well-built town. One morning early the ¢ Lively’
frigate, which is stationed there, discovered a work
that the rebels were working very hard at, and had
nearly finished, upon the heights of Charlestown. They
had then mounted four pieces of cannon, and meant
the next day to have battered Boston about our ears.
The vessel gave the alarm, and the troops were ordered
to land and attack them. The ships covered our
landing, and by all accounts there never was so severe
a fire kept up for about an hour and a half as
that day. We had a very high hill to march up,
upon the top of which was this strong redoubt, where
the enemy were covered up to the chin. All the
way as the troops came up the hill were large rails,
so that the men were obliged to ground their arms
to get over them, and exposed all this while to the
encemy'’s fire, and to the fire from Charlestown, which was
lined by them, and which lay upon our left flank. Our
men behaved remarkably well, and everyone says there
never was a more glorious day for the officers known.
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After three hours our troops made themselves masters
of the redoubt and cannon, and General Howe, who com-
manded, now remains master of the ground, where he is
encamped, and has fortified himself very strongly. We
had about 1100 killed and wounded, of which number
93 were officers. The rebels lost an amazing number.
They talk of attacking us every day, but I don’t think
they dare. I wish they may, for we are well prepared.
I forgot to say that we burned the town of Charlestown
to the ground. Our wounded men recover very slowly,
as we have nothing to eat but salt pork and peas, and
now and then fish. I have tasted fresh meat twice since
I came here. Adieu. Write to me soon, etc. etc.—Ever
yours, THos. STANLEY.”
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IL

LETTER FROM MIRABEAU.—P. 286.

“ Par Aix en Provence, 14 aotit 1783.

“ Mon fime a d¢s longtemps deviné la votre, mon cher
Elliot, et je ne sais quel instinct me présageoit vos vertus
avant que I'dge les eut développées et m’eut mis & méme
de les apprécier. Mais lorsque vous m’inspiriez les pre-
miers sentimens vifs et profondsque j’aye connus, lorsqu’an
printemps de notre jcunesse je vous chérissois d’une
amitié si tendre, qui m'cut dit que je vous devrois un
jour toute ma reconnoissance, tout mon dévouement pour
les veeux et les efforts que dun bout de I'Europe a
I'autre, apres tant d’annédes de silence et d’absence, vous
feriez pour mon salut et mon bonheur ?

“ Je regois une lettre de Londres ; celui qui me I'écrit
est un frangois estimable, ami du chef des représentans
genevois (Claviére), mon intime ami, qui est venu re-
cueillir en Irlande les fruits de la générosité de votre
nation. Voici les propres mots du frangois dont je vous
parle :—

“¢Un de mes amis qui voyage par toute I'Europe
(M. Brac), ami de la vérité, admirateur de vos ouvrages,
a vu en passant & Copenhague M. Elliot, ministre pléni-
potentiaire du Roi d’Angleterre; je copie ce qu’il me
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je ne serois pas l'objet d’'un sentiment si moble, d'une
pensée i haute que je serois enthousiaste de ’homme
qui I'a congu; jugez ce que vous m’étes, mon cher et
digne ami; jugez si je me sens pressé du désir de vous
serrer dans mes bras. Mais mon ami, voici ma position,
jugez la, et conscillez moi.

“ Je ne vous ferai pas mon histoire. Le détail en
seroit immense ; et les détails constituent seuls la vérité
des faits. Qu’il vous suffise de savoir aujourd’hui que
ma destinée a été un orage continuel, et ma vie un
roman ; qu'asservi sous le double despotisme de mon pere
et du gouverncment provoqué par lui, jai fait de grandes
fautes ct éprouvé de grands maux; que ces fautes ont
tous laissé mon honneur intact, et que quelques unes
méme ont beaucoup relevé mon caractére moral; que
ccs malheurs ont abrégé mes forces et ma vie, mais
n’ont flétri ni mon ame ni mon énergie naturelle. Croyez
enfin, homme noble ¢t généreux, que je ne prendrois
pas encore lc nom sacré de votre ami, si jen étois
indigne.

“ A I'ige de 22 ans je fis un trés grand mariage cn
perspective, nul au moment pour les ressources pécu-
niaircs. Mon pere, armé de sa durcté ordinaire, n’y
suppléa pas. J’cus la folic de me déranger considérable-
ment, et de resserrer ainsi ma dépendance que javois
déja trés aggravée par mon mariage. Unc aventure
honorable et d’éclat, mais qui heurtoit le gouvernement
dans son opération favorite, la révolution parlementaire,
me fit tomber sous le glaive le plus terrible de notre
gouvernement. Une lettre de cachet me frappa. Elle
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vomir contre moi, pour mieux consolider ma perte, et
m’empécher toute réunion,

“ J'ai demandé Madame de Mirabeau. Elle a plaidé
en séparation, elle a plaidé avec atrocité ; j’ai plaidé avec
noblesse. Trois de vos compatriotes, tous trois mes
amis, Lord Peterborough, Sir Bisset, et le Major Baggs,
ont éé témoins de cet odieux procts, et peuvent
rendre témoinage & la vérité; non que leur déposition
comme celle de mes amis ne soit suspecte; mais ils
peuveut dire #'il y a deux opinions dans le public sur ce
proces.

“ Certainement &'il et été en mon pouvoir de réaliser
la plus pctite partie de la fortune que je dois avoir un
jour, je n’aurois pas soutenu ce procds; et la vue et le
contact d’une terre esclave ne m'auroit pas souillé plus
longtemps; mais lié par la double tyrannie du plus étrange
de tous les peres et de la plus impéricuse des nécessités ;
cntravé par le dérangement de ma premitre jeunesse, il
m’a fallu viser & l'indépendance par la seule route qui
put m'y conduire; et dont les bourbicrs infects qui la
parsemoient m’auroient cependant écarté sur le champ,
si mes adversaires n’'avoient pas eu l'insigne maladresse
de compromettre & chaque pas mon honneur dans la
discussion de ce proces.

“Je l'ai perdu; mais je I'ai perdu comme on n’en
perd point en France. Surchargé de chaines de toute
esptce; éerasé de dettes qu’on auroit pu arranger par le
seul emploi de mes revenus, ce dont on s’est bien gardé,
tout en Otant le pouvoir de le faire moi méme; investi
des préventions qui dans le pays le plus méchant de la
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ni tant d’indulgence; et vous croyez bien que ces tristes
succés ne me tournent pas la téte, d’autant qu'une insur-
rection n’est jamais rien en France, et que je n'en serai
quun peu plus odieux & toutes les autorités. Mais ils
m’imposent une sorte d’obligation de faire casser l'arrét
qui est un véritable attentat aux meours et & I’ordre
public, et qui dailleurs, selon notre mode frangoise,
n’étant point motivé, peut laisser croire au loin qu’aulien
d’étre fondé sur un ridicule ergotage de palais, il Pest
sur les imputations atroces dont on avoit voulu m’écraser.
Mon honneur est donc intéressé & la radiation de cet
arrét apres laquelle je suis bien éloigné du désir de
raviser le proces comme je le pourrois—premitre entrave
qui s’'oppose & ce moment & mon expatriation! Et c’est
en vérité la moindre; car que me sont tous ces motifs
sccondaires pourvu que je sois bicn avec ma conscience,
et que je puisse vivre avec des hommes courageux et
libres? Ces motifs d'ailleurs ne sont point sans objec-
tions, car mon séjour & Paris est loin d'étre sans dangers
extéricurs et sans inconvénicns domestiques; on me
menace que le ministre sopposera & mon voyage dans la
capitale—ce me seroit assurément une raison de plus d’y
aller, si j'avois d’aprds cela le moindre espoir de succes
dans la révision de l'arrét; attendu que j'en regarde la
poursuite comme unc espéce de devoir de citoyen. Mais
en cst-il de ces devoirs ou il n’y a point de patrie? ct ne
rendrai-je un plus mauvais service d la vérité et & la
Jjustice en la faisant échouer une seconde fois, qu'en lui
laissant purement et simplement la vengeance de 'opinion
publique ?
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manitre de vous remercier, et c’est la plus éloquente du
moins pour mon coeur. Le votre est dés longtemps 3
'unison, et vous n’aurez pas de peine & croire que celui,
qui vous a tant aimé quand il n’étoit que votre polisson
de camarade, sent doubler son dévouement pour vous,
quand vous enchainez toute son estime et toute sa re-
connaissance. Vale et me ama.
“ MIRABEATU fils.

“Donnez moi des nouvelles de votre respectable
pere, de votre aimable frére, et du bor Liston; si il vit,
il ne vous est sGrement pas étranger. Prenez la voie la
plus courte pour me répondre, et adressez moi par
duplicata, 1™ enveloppe & M. Boyer, receveur des droits
du greffe & Aix en Provence, et dessous, pour le Comte
de Mirabeau ; ¢t au Duc de Mansfield, votre ambas-
sadeur d Paris, avec pritre de m’adresser le paquet a
Aix en Provence, si je ne suis point & Paris, rue de Seine
3 T'hotel de Mirabeau. Donnez moi votre adresse direct.

“Si vous me faites partir, prescrivez moi ma route,
et dites moi quelle sorte de lettres de recommandation
il me faut pour Copenhague, ou pour Londres.”

In the commencement of the foregoing letter the
circumstances are related which caused it to be written.
Mr. Elliot, however, appears to have understood from
its contents that the writer had believed himself to be
addressing Sir Gilbert, for in his reply, dated Copen-
hagen, 1st October 1783, he says :—

“J’ai regu, mon cher Mirabeau, votre lettre en date
du 14 Aout.

J’y réponds avec la franchise de notre premidre
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IIL

EXTRACT FROM A LETTER OF THE KING OF SWEDEN
TO MR. ELLIOT, PARTLY GIVEN AT P. 308.

“ J'A1 envoyé des ordres si sévires au Gouverneur de
Gothenbourg qu'il n’osera pas se rendre; aprés demain
le régiment des Gardes arrivera et le 8i*me de Jeutland.
La garnison sera alors de trois milles hommes. Je pars
pour m’y rendre, et pour animer par ma présence la
Bourgeoisie. Je n'y resterai qu'un jour, et j'irois m'éta-
blir & Skara o & Alingsas od je vais faire assembler les
troupes que jai. Je crois avoir dans trois ou quatre
jours deux mille hommes de cavalerie,” ete.

The King must have drawn & somewhat flattered
picture of his military resources in this letter to the
English minister, for on the same day, the 2d of October,
he wrote to Baron d'Armfelt, that “in about @ week
from that time he hoped to collect a garrison of 3000
men in Gothenbourg. On the 4th he wrote to the same
correspondent from Gothenbourg that the Guards and
other troops expected were still to come. On the 6th
he described himself as having no troops at all, but
added, that in eight or ten days he hoped to assemble
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some 2000 men. Mr. Elliot, however, joined the King
on that same day at Gothenburg, and the letter of
the Princes, consenting to treat, is dated the 7th.

Baron d’Armfelt caused the original letters of the
King to be copied by his daughter, Marie Auguste Arm-
felt, and sent them in 1798 to Mr. Elliot, accompanying
them with a letter, in which he says that thesc were all
he had been able to find (they are eight in number)
among the mass of papers which formed the only relics
left him of his  lost friend and master.” He adds, that
he believes there were two or three others, in which
mention was made of Mr. Elliot, “ the man who had
saved both King and country.”

2F
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IV‘
RUSSIA AT NAPLES.—P. 380.

THE Queen’s policy in endeavouring to foment jealousies
between England and Russia is incomprehensible, as the
existence of her throne appeared to depend on their
mutual good understanding. In July 1803 she informed
Mr. Elliot that Count Woronzow, the Russian minister
in London, had desired Count Rosomowsky (Russian
minister at Naples) to put the Queen and Court on
their guard against Mr. Elliot, as being a ¢rés mauvaise
téte, very dangerous, and likely to bring them into some
serious scrape if he were listened to. The same language,
Mr. Elliot was told, was held to General Acton, accom-
panied with warnings against the ambitious views of
England with respect to Sicily.

That headlong impulse as often as state-craft
governed Her Majesty’s conduct is curiously shown in
some transactions which occurred in the month of May
1805. By her orders, a Russian traveller, Prince
Scherbatow, was suddenly arrested in his bedroom at
night, and conveyed under an escort across the frontier.
No notification of so cxtraordinary a circumstance was
made to the Russian Chargé d’Affaires for twenty-four
hours after the arrest had taken placc, when the head
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duced. In the despatch which relates this strange story,
Mr. Elliot says—* Your Lordship will be able to judge
from this statement of the great inconveniences which
daily occur from the Queen’s unhappy susceptibility, and
from the mischievous suggestions made to her by design-
ing persons.” 1 The despatch closes by the information
that Her Majesty had suddenly been laid up with a
violent attack of fever; and Mr. Elliot was persuaded,
from the events of the last fortnight, that the Queen had
been in a state of unnatural excitement and agitation.

1 May 21, 1805.

FINIS.

I'rinted by R. CLARK, Edinburgh



ERRATA.

Page 29, 8th line from top.—For *‘rentrez,” read “entre;.“

Page 40, 8d line from foot, and afterwards where the name occurs.—
For “Lord Lindsay,” read * Lord Lindsey."”

Page 49, 11th line from top.—For *‘ Ou," read *“On.”

Page 64, 11th line from top.—For *‘ Guards,” read *‘ Army."”

Page 107, 2d line, page 109, 13th line, and page 213, 18th line from
top.—For ¢ Wrech,” read ‘ Wreich.”

Page 201, Note 2, last line.—‘‘D'Argenson" should be preceded by
““Voyer.” The Marquis Voyer d’Argenson is the person
intended.

Page 217, 1st line.—M. Clément was not minister of Saxony ; he was
sent to Vienna by the Elector of Saxony on a secret mis-
sion, and had no diplomatic rank.

Page 263, last line.—For ‘‘serais,” read *‘serai.”

Page 267, 8d line, 2d paragraph.—For * writing,” read ‘‘ waiting.”

Pages 284 and 285.—Date at top should be *‘ 1784,” not *“ 1783.”

Page 291, 4th and 10th lines from foot, and page 292, 11th line from
foot.—For *‘ 8chach-Rathlow,” read ‘¢ Schack-Rathlow."”

Page 801, 6th line from top.—For *‘ possessing,” read * professing.”

Page 808.—For remainder of King of Sweden's letter, se¢ Appendix III.,,
page 432.

Page 809, 9th line, and page 812, 10th line from top.—For ¢ d’Arnfeldt,
read *‘d’Armfelt.”

Page 824, 8d line from top.—For ¢ Gborg.,"” read ** Gothenbourg.”

Page 836, 6th line from top.—For ** illusion,” read *‘allusion.”

Pago 846, 16th line from top.—For *‘ convaincu,” read *‘ convaincue.”

Do., 12th line from foot. —For ‘‘la,” read ‘‘ma.”

Page 362, 15th line from top.—For ‘‘ mandieroient,” rcad ‘‘mendi-

eroient.”
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