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TO PARENTS.

THE questions ivhich children, and

even very little children too, put to

those about them, by icay of gather-

ing knoiuledge of what they see or

hear, fully prove that the youthful

mind is open, at a very early age, to

receive instruction. Parents should

avail themselves of this desire in their

children, in order to bring them to be

acquainted, by little and little, with

every thing that it is properfor them

to know.
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GARDEN AMUSEMENTS.

-Eve

Rofe and wejnt forth among her fruits and flow'rs,

To vifit how they profper'd, bud and bloom,

Her nurfery; they at her coming fprung,

And touch'd by her fair tendance gjadlier grew.

MILTON.

TMTENRY was a fine, engaging boy,

of about ten years of age; and

Jane and Ann, two lovely little crea-

tures, were his younger lifters.

We walked together into the gar-

den, and as, when in the company
of children, it is my wifli to fay ov

do fomewhat which may help to ex-

their ideas and improve their
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minds, I dire&ed their attention t6

the feveral objects around us.

ct You have never known," I faid

to Henry,
" that every thing you

behold here, in the garden, is full

of life; though it is not confcious of

feeling, as you and I are. This

plant, this herb, this bufh, this

flower, this tree, they all contain a

living principle. The earth is the

common parent of them all, and

the roots of each, growing ou,t of it,

prove the (lock from whence they

fpring. Every one of them hath a

diftinft feed, to mark its nature from-

another; fo that they muft always

produce one anc( the fame, according

to their kind. The fun, and air, and

vater, are the food by which they
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live. Thefe different powers con-

vey to the feed or plant of each their

Jife-giving ftrength, which being nou-

rifhed at the fame time within the bo-

fom of the earth, produce all that we

behold of the different degrees in the

life, and flrength, and health, and

frtiitfulnefs of each.

"This, according to the bed writ-

ers on the fubjecl:, is the trueft ac-

count of vegetable life. And this

explains to us how it is that every

plant, and fhrub, and flower, hath,

and muft have, its own particular

fhape, and form, and property.
"

YcJu, know Henry, very well r

the difference in colour, form, and

tafte, between the cherry and the ap-

ple. Well, then, this difference is

i
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made from the diftinft properties of

frach; caft into the common earth, in

which each lives, and is alike nou-

rifhed, from one and the fame prin-

ciple, according to the refpeftive

clafs afligned to each by the great

Author of Nature. Hence it is,

that though the mother earth receives

all into her bofom, and is, indeed,

the common mother of all; and

though one and the fame fun, the

fame air, the fame water, alike con-

tribute to give life and fupport to all;

yet, by the Almighty Maker's firil

appointment, each preferves its own

diftinB: nature and properties. One

plant hath an oily nature, another is

watery; one flower is of a red co-

lour, another is green or yellow ; and
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fome of both. One fruit is fweet,

another is bitter; one fhrub is prickly,

another fmooth ; one root is whole-

fome, another poifonousj one tree

lofty, another low. And thus is prov-

ed to us both the \vifdom and good-
nefs of God the Almighty Author;

fo that we may truly fay; Lord!

how manifold are iky ivorks, in ivis-

dom hast thou made them all; th?

earth isfull of thy riches."

Little Ann feemed tired with what

I was faying, and, by her looks to-

wards the grapevine, gave me to un-

derfland what flie wifhed. I love to

pleafe children, and to be before-
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hand, if poffible, with them, in gra-

tifying their innocent defires. I have

feen fometimes very good effects

from it.

Without letting her know that I

noticed what I faw, I told the children^

that they ftiould have fome grapes.

They all ran towards the vine, and I

Toon gathered for them a bunch each.

There certainly is a great pleafure

ofthe mind in giving pleafure to others.

I enjoyed greater happinefs, by far,

in beholding the children's counte-

nances, on receiving the fruit, than

perhaps they did in -the tafte of it.

But while they were thus happy in

the enjoyment, I thought it a pro*

per time to mix inftru&ion with it.

fee, dear Ann, what a poor
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dry ftick this is, on which tbofe grapes

grow; fhould you have thought, my
dear, had you looked upon it in the

winter feafon, when no leaves or

fruit appear, that it would be ever

capable of affording fuch delicious

fruit?" Annfaid, "No, fir." "Well

then, my dear child, let you and I

learn never to judge of things by ap-

pearances alone. Many a man, like

this vine, may look poor and un-

promifing,
and yet be capable of

/doing us very great a&s of kind-

nefs. A poor man once by his

.wifdom faved a city.'*
"

Henry, is there nothing, my
Avcet boy, is there nothing which

ih ikes your obfervation ?" "Yes, fir,"

cries Henry,
" the vine itfelf looks

3
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not only like a dry flick, but feems

to lie low, towards the ground, as

if it were of a very humble nature."

" I love you for that, my dear

boy, your ohfervation is right; for

in hot countries vines run along up-
on the ground, and never prefume
to rile themfelves upward. And this

is the characler of all good men;

they all lie low in their own efteem,

however fruitful and precious in the

eyes of others.

"Is there nothing elfe,my dear boy,

that ftrikes your obfervation, in

looking at the vine." The child pauf-

ed. Sweet jane and Ann both look-

ed expeBing, as much as to fay,

What is it? "See, my dear chiU

,
how the vine throws its branch:



es upon any fubftance that is near

it, by way of fupport; as if confci-

ous of its own weaknefs. So fliould

you and I be very willing to lean

upon any kind friend, that may be

helpful to us in the hour of need;

and how much more upon a kind

God, who is the prote&or and fup-

port of all who put their truft in

him! The vine, you fee, not only
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gives us fruit but affords inftruBion,

and by and by, as you grow bigger,

you will learn, I hope, many other

leflbns from it The great pattern of

our Nature hath thought proper to

fend us to the vine, by way o

fimilitude, in order to receive in-

ftruclion, when he called himfelf

the vine and his people the branches;

and there are many things which

ferve to recommend the vine to our

notice, which, in your riper years,

it will be well if you are taught.

"Take care, dear little Jane, where

you tread! See! what a lovely

creature is lying bafking itfelf in the
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fun, near your feet. How beautiful

its colours! How golden its hue!

What fhimng rings it hath about it,

as if put on by a goldfmith! It is

the Earth Worm. And not lefs

curious is its form. "Look at thofe

rings again, and you may difcover,

that every one of them is fo contriv-

ed, as to enable thofe little creatures

either to contract themfelves into a

lefs compafs, or to extend themfelves

to a greater, as occafion may require.

Take notice alfo how it appears to

be armed, in every part, with a

number of fmall, ftiff, and (harp

prickles; which ferve at once to de-

fend it from many enemies, and to

anfwer many ufeful purpofes for its

convenience.
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4< But what I would wifli you ts

take mod notice of is, that foft, deli-

cate, and oily fubftance, which is

thrown out between thofe rings of

its body, which moiftens its joints,

to enable it to go where its inftincl

leacjs it.

cc Don't catch that Butterfly, Ann!

for even the flighted touch of your
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finger will foil it, and rob it of fome

of its beautiful clothing. But, while

it refts itfelf upon the leaf, let you
and I look at it, and admire its form

and beauty.
" Were we behold this beautiful

infecl through a glafs, formed for the

purpofe, we fhould difcover ihat the

different colours are like fo many

feathers, fe^
with as great exaclr.efs

and order, as if placed there by hu-

man art. And no art can come up
to the vafl variety of green, vermi-

lion, gold, filver, diamonds, fringe,

and plumage, that ornament their

wings, their heads, their robes, their

bodies. And then, for the particular

form in which it is made, had we

the power of difcernment, we frjoulcl

c 3
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find that it is pofleffed of limbs, as

fully calculated to anfwer the pur-

pofe of its being, as the fame arc in

man.
6< Look at its double row of wings.

See ! how thefe are capable of being

fpread for flight, or folded up again,

and put into the cover, when not re-

quired for flying. And qbferve,

how all its parts are fo exactly form-

ed, that, when it moves, or flies, or

crawls, there is an equal balance in

the whole body.
" If dear little Ann were fo un-

kind a? to pluck off one of its wing$

or legs, the poor creature would

fall to the ground, or at the befl but

move like a cripple^ halting on one

fide.
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**
Henry! what fay you, my fweet

child would you not rather fee this

pretty creature, moving about, with

the freedom that God has given it,

than make it a prifoner, and put it

to pain?~"O yes!" cries Henry.
' And fo would I," faid Ann, * I

will never try to catch one more."

I was extremely pleafed to obferve

the tendernefs exprefled by my little

companions; and I hope that all

my young readers will feel a like dif-

pofuion towards all helplefs creatures;

for it is among the higheft orna-

ments of our nature to be hunianc

and kind.
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Little Jane was getting too near,

as I thought, towards the bee-hive;

and I called to her, and charged

them all never to approach, within

a certain diftance, that bufy race of

beings; left they fhould refent it.

But I thought it a favourable oppor-

tunity to give them a fhort account

of that infeft.

" You fee, my dear children, how

very aftive thofe bees are, in going

in and out of that hive yonder!

And this bufy life never ceafes during

the feafon in which it is proper for

them to lay in food, and to (lore

their cells for the winter. If we

may believe what writers fay of them,

they all have their feparate offices

and labours, as if they were under the



niccft discipline. When the Feafon

arrives in which they begin to build

their comb, they divide themfelves

into diftinft bands for fervice. One

party, like fervants in a family, is

wholly taken up in providing food

for thofe who are employed in the

work. Another is engaged in flying

abroad, into the fields and gardens,

to cull the fweets of flowers^ frona
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which they make their wax and ho-

ney. A third is employed in the

hive, to receive what the former

bring home, and to work it up into

the different cells. And what is

remarkable, though all are thus en-

gaged, and every one fo bufy, yet

none of them breaks in upon ano-

ther's province, or interrupts him in

his work, fo as to make diforder in

the hive.

" One thing more I would beg

you to take notice of concerning

thofe little creatures, becaufe we

may learn from it a very ufeful lef-

fon ; and that is, their cleanliness.

For if, by accident, any thing offen-

five gets into their hive, they have no

reft until it be removed. For this
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purpofe, if one bee hath not power
to do it, others affift; and ifitfhould

prove too big, or too heavy, for

their united efforts altogether to ac-

complifli, they then contrive to get

it into one corner, and there cover

it over with a kind of glue, fome-

what like their honey, ^hich they

make for this purpofe; fo that no

fmell, or offence, may arife from it

to hurt them."
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The account which I gave of the

bees, to my young companions,

brought to my recolre&ion the fol-

lowing charming hymn, and I defired

Jane to repeat it to me, which me

readily complied with, and began

HOW doth the little bufy bee,

Improve each ihining hour;

And gather honey all the day,

From ev'ry op'ning flower.

How Ikilfully flic builds her cell!

How neat (he fpreads her wax;

And labours hard to ftore it well,

With the Tweet food flie makes.

In works of labour or of {kill,

I would be bufy too;

For Satan finds fome mi (chief ({ill,

' For idle hands to do.
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Jn books, or work, or healthful play,

Let my firft years be paftj

That I may give for ev'ry day,

Some good account at laft.

While I was talking-^to the chilr

dren on the fubjeft of the B^es,

Henry was looking at an Ant's nest^

in the bottom of an old tree.

"
Henry," faid I,

" that little fa-

mily which you are looking at, forms

as curious a hiftory as what I have

been fpeaking qf the bee-hive.
" Let us come clofer to them, for

we need not fear their fting; only
take care not to tread upon the little

freatures. See there! how curious

(he infide of their houfe is! The hill
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which they occupy feems to be fo

well laid out, as if divided into va-

rious flreets. Take notice of thofe lit-

tle flicks; thefe are the rafters of their

houfes. And obferve; don't you

perceive little parcels of ftraw and

leaves hanging over them; thefe

prevent the rain from coming in

upon them, by turning the current

of water another way.
" Look at that large one. See! how

he is loaded. That is their food
z

which, I fuppofe, he is trudging
home with. Look there! Look

there! See! what numbers there are

together in the fame fpot; what are

they about? Oh! I fee, they have a

dead
fly.

That is a fine prize. It is

likely they have killed him, for a



multitude of 'them "together is very

capable of fo doing.
" There is one property in the

ant, with refpeft to their food, which

is really aftoniffiing but very true;

that is, in fummer they provide a

ftore of corn for winter provifion ;

but, as the grains would fhoot out

and grow when hid under the earth,

they rub off the buds before they
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lay them up; place them in fand,

to prevent the moifture of the

earth from making them rot or

fwell; and, in a very dry day, if the

fun fhines, they bring their corn,

&c. out of their holes, to dry and

harden it.

ct As they have but one interefl,

they are always united in attacking

their enemies, or in defending each

other. Thofe who -go out in queft

of food, go all in the fame path, and

you may fee, (look here,) how. from

their frequent marches, they have

worn a path. When they have dif-

covered any prey, fuch as a ripe ap-

ple, or any other fruit or feed,

fome of the party return to call others

to the feaft; and when they have
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taken their fill, the whole party are

engaged in bringing the remainder

home. If, in this honeft labour,

any foe makes an attack upon them,

the whole party are lure to join in

the refentment of it.

" Don't you think, my dear chil-

dren, that Solomon very wifely ob-

ferved, when he faid; Go to the ant

thou sluggard, consider her ways and

be wise; which, having no guide,

overseer
i

or ruler, yet provideth her

meat in the summer^ and gathereth

herfood in the harvest.

"See there! fee there!" fays lit-

tle Ann,
" what a large Snail is

upon that leaf.
"
Yes, my dear,"



and there let him be; for his great

Maker defigned leaves for his food.

I would not have you kill a fnail,

while he confines himfelf to leaves'

and flowers for his fupport: for a

fnail is higher in the rank of creation

than both. And even if he were to>

attempt to tafte my peaches, I fhould

only fentence him to tranfportaton in-

to the fields^ to learn better manners.**
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Jqft at this inftant a bird flew

acrofs, towards a high tree. Henry
firft faw it, and cried out,

;c there i$

a neft in that 'tree, I dare fay.''

Whether the poor bird was hurried,

by feeing us, I know not; but it

foon fled away again, and feerning-

ly in great hafte. It was a Robin.

I have a great liking to thofe little

tame birds; and indeed, had it been

any other, I fliould have felt a like

affection fori;. So, taking Harry by

the hand, little Jane and Ann follow-

ing, we went towards the tree. la

looking up we could plainly per-

ceive the neft, and I thought it a

proper opportunity to give my little,

companions fome account of the cu-

rjous contrivance of a neft.
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" There is nothing more ftriking,

when we confider every thing in the

fhape and conftruQion of a neft,

than the wonderful inftinft of the

feathered tribe.

"Their (kill in placing their little

habitations; the materials which they

get together for the purpofe; the cu-

rious conftru<!tion; the rough out-

fide, fo oppofed to the foft lining

\vithin; and the method, which is

Sometimes obferved, to place them

on fuch parts of the twigs or trees, as

as (hall keep them out of the re^ch

of animals that might deftroy them.

Thefe prove the inftin6t of birds to

to be very great, and at the fame

time (hew the great kindnefs of their

Maker, in furnifhing them with fuch

a principle.



you and I could fee that little

neft, in all its parts, we fhould be-

hold the moft inimitable art difplay-

ed in placing together a parcel of

rude, ugly fticks and ftraws, and

mofs and dirt, by which that little

untaught creature hath formed it

into what it is. And then, its in-,

ward part is equally curious. You

would find hair, or feathers, or wool
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fo placed within, as to line every

part of it; by way of guarding, tke

tender bodies of themfcives and

young, and keeping them warm.
6< Would it not be cruel, Henry,

'to rob a bird of all its labour? and

how much more cruel muft it be in

thofe wicked children who fteal

bird's neftswith their young?
<(
Henry, can you repeat *hat pretty

fong about the Jackdaw which you

promifed to learn the other day ?
'

"
Yes," replied Henry,

"
I will en-

deavour to repeat it, if you will

engage to put me right if I am not

perfeftly correft." 'He then went on

as in the following page.
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THE JACKDAW.

THERE is a bird who by his coat,

And by the hoarfenefs of his note,

Might be fuppos'd a Crow;
A great frequenter of the church,

Where, bi (bop-like, he finds a perch

And dormitory too.

Above the fteeple fliines a plate,

That turns and turns to indicate,

From what point blows the weather.

Look up your hrains begin to fvvim,

'Tis in the clouds that pleafes him,

He choofes it the rather.

Fond of the fpeculative height,

Thither he Wings his airy flight,

And thence fecurely fees

The buftle and the raree fliow

That occupy mankind below,

Secure and at his eafe.



36 GARDEN AMUSEMENTS.

You think, no doubt, he fits and mufes .

On- future broken bones and bruifes,

If he fhould chance to fall.

Koj not a fingle thought like that,

Employs his philofophic pate,

Or troubles it at all.

He fees, that this great roundabout,

The world, with all its motley rout,

Church, army, phyfic, law;

Its cuftoms and its bus'nefies,

Is no concern at all of his,

And fays what fays he? Caw.

Thrice happy bird! I too have feen,

Much of the vanities of men ;

And, fick of having feen 'em,

Would cheerfully thefe limbs refign, ^

For fuch a pair of wings as thine,

And fuch a head between 'cm.

COWFER.
FINIS.

Prinwd by Damn and Harrey
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