I I

}

- - a— A~ - —— . - — '-‘_—‘ TN T Y T e e e - T ey AT T —
- - " Lo - w - - - = - - = =

a
2%
D‘ij- Doce 11}24

(Confidential)
An Extract from "The Annual Report of
the Official Business for the Year 1936"
Published on December 1, 1936, by the
Bursau of the Europeo-Asiatic Affairs,
Foraign Office.

The Progress of the Preliminary
Conversations for a Japanese~Dutch
Anti-Comintern Pact.

With an aim to conduce to the improvement oi' the friendly correlations
between Japan and the Dutch ZTast Tndics, conversetions were mede in preparation
for an anti-Comintern pact between Yamezuchi, Charze d'Affairs of the Japanecse
Legation at Hague, and the Dutch Foraign Llinister. The outline of the proxrcss
of the conversations is reported as follows:

The Netherlands possess a vast torritory near East Jisia. MNorcover,
the populaticn of the Dutch Tast Indies includes many Chinese. Such
being the reason, the public opinions of the Netherlands and the Duteh
Fast Indies have always been much sensitive tc the situstion of affuirs
in Chine, especislly to Jepan's attitudes towards Chine. Meanvhile,
Japan has been obliged to pay much ettention to tho trend of tha Dutch
public opinions.

Chargss d'uAffeirs Yameguchi, in these connections, zave & full illustra-
tion of' the present situstion of the Sino-Japanese raletions on Octobsr 12, and
axpressed Japen's hope that the Dutch Government should be very coutious in lcad-
ing the public opinions rightly. The Dutch Foreign Ministar expressed his
appreciation of the Japanese request, end seid thet the Netherlends would meke
avary possible offort to mect it.

Yamsguchl then turning to the gquestion of the defence eyainst the
Comintern activitiss, pointed oul that Japan's present demand towards China was
nothing more than a natural result of lhe Communist menace sufi‘ered thoroughly by
the Japenese Government, addiny thet he expecected the Dutch Foreizn Minister would
fully understand it. The Dutch Foreign Winister answercd that the existence of
strong enti-Bolshevist feelings in the Netherlands jas only a matter of common
lmowledge, vhich needed no explenstion, and revealed that the Dutch Government was
8till tryinz hard to supress the Comnunist movement, though it was not, at presant,
80 furious &8 it had been beforac.

Yamaguchi then mentioned his view that it wes considered the wisest way
for those nations hevinz coumon interasts in the defence szeinst the Communist
essault to ect in unanimous cc-opurstion; whersupon tho Dutch Foreizn linistor
inguired of him to what extent the co-operation could be expected to be possibla.
Yamaguchi, in reply, pointed out the danger that such co-operation might naturelly
lead up to the support of a political system just opposite to the Communistic, or
might interest the participant nations in e politicel block, end rovceled his view
that the scope of the co-operation should properly be limited within the counter-

propegenda egainst the Communist cempaign and the exchanze of informetions concern-
ing Communist ectivitiese.

The Dutch Foreign Minister scemed to tcke en active interest in the
proposel, sayving that it would be favoureble if the Netherlends could exchcnge

informetions with Japen in connection with the Red movement in the Dutch East
Indies at lcast,

(Yemezuchi 1)
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On October 24, twelve doys after the previous meeting, Yamaguchi
visited the Dutch Foreign Minister to telk over the metter egaine. The Dutch
Foroign Minister apperently hed en in‘ecation to limit the scopé of co-oparntiin |
solely withip the Duteh Fest Indisn affairs, Yamaguchi took the position the
the hame country of the Notherlands alsc snould be included, and in roply to the '
Dutch Foreign Minister's iasguiry mbout the ground of his cleim, pointed out that ,
there was a powerful oropagardic mb:hinefy of the Comintern in imsterdamg ﬂhidh
had an impoﬂtant affect on the érii't of argumznt conccrning Japan appeering on
the Du%dh papers, requesting him to think over the matter azeine ,

On the following dey, Octobcr 25, , the Chief of the
Bureau of the Zest Asiatic Affairs cf the Dutch East Indian Government who was
just in Hague on furiouzh, visited Yomaguchi. He ravecled to the Japanese Churio
d'iAffeirs the policy of the Dutch Eest Indian aovernment to oppress not only tue
Communist activities btut also any othor kind of politiceal movement which was
consider=d harmful to tho public order in the Dutch colonies and her diplomatic ;
relations with other notions, end suggested to expand the scope of the co-
operetion so as to ineclude the prohibition of all cother kinds of harmful politicel
movement. But, after all, he lodzed no chtjection to the necessity of the ax-
chanze of information &nd opinions regerding the suppression of the Belshevik
movement. ’

ifter the proclametion of the Jepunese-German linti~Comintern Pact,
howover, the Netherlands appeared too mach prudent to conclude the pect in
questione It was likely thet the rumour then abroad of & Jepanase-iGerman
militery alliance sgainst the Sovict Union 'ras partly the reason of her
hesitation.

The Chief of the Buresu of the Politicel iffeirs of the Dutch
Forcign Office, then, cdeclared to Yameguchi thet the Nethorlends had no intention
to conclude an enti-Cemintern pect, which is prone to devolop into some form of
political coelition. Yut he cxpressed, et the same tima, the desire on the part
of the Notherlends to open ihe exchange of information &S regerds individual
cascs, both in 4sis ond in Europz, on the principle of reciprocity, boetwcen the
competent offices of Jepaon cnd the Nztharlands respectively, through free contcet
with occen other, with “uc approvel of the Dutch East Indian Governments. Ho
further emphasized the pecint thot the scove of the co-operntion should .cover
the suppression of those elements who cet in defience of the constitutione.

The Joponese Government, with full eppreciction of the Netherlands'
stendpoint, is now wetchinz developments celmly. o

(Yemeguchi 2)
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CERTIFICATE

SPATSVENT OF SOURCE AND AUTHENTICITY

T, HAYASHI, Keoru,.Chief of the Archives Section, Jepanese Foreign
Office; ﬁeraby certify that the doecument hereto attached in Japanese
consisting of 5 pages and entitled *Preliminery Interview Concerning an

inti-Commintern igreement between Japan and Hollend, October 12, 1936"

is an exact and true copy of an official document of  the Japanesc Foreign

Offices
Geffified at Tokyo,

on fhis 23rd day of January 1947.

/s/ K. Hayashi -
Signature of Official

——

Witness: /s/ Nagaharu 0do
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