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CVL3I0/AL6w3 - } U.$.5, SAN JACKINTO / 10/3re
Serial: 0018 4 | c/o Fleet Post Otfio!. W o
Sen Francisco, ﬂalﬂ'drlin. LY
7 March 19h5 ¢
'H""':mm ?...} ﬁ
Proms Commending Officer.
Tor ﬂemndu' in Chief, U.5, Pleet.
Via: (1) wqr fask Group FIFIY-ZIGHT FOINT TVO,
(2) Commender Task Force FIFIY.EIGHT,
g) Commander FIFTH Fleet,
(%) Commender in Chief, €.8. Pacific Fleot.
Sub jeet? Airereft Aetion Heports; 19 to 21 February 1945,
1. Forwerded, Uommander Schecter, Commander Air OGroup 45, states

that practice alr-ground support missions conducted on CAHU during training
were supplied bekter facilities than wvere available in the sctusl sir-ground
support of the assanlt snd occupation of IWD JIMA,

2. An earnest attempt has been made $o obtain a smell nuwber of
F8.WP rocket bodies. ComServion TEN's ammnition representatiVve again reports

there are none availabls in thie area, This situation should be corrected,

PISTEIBUTION OF MNCLOSURES:

Cominth zl) Advence Copy
Cinliae 3) Advance Coples
JICPOA H Copy direet
ComAiriae 1) Copy direct
ComblrFaofublonivd (1) Copy direct
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UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET

In Reply AIR FORCE
Refer To: FIGHTING SQUADRON FORTY-FIVE
VF-Z.,‘}/A]_E;-B/AQ c/o Fleet Post Office
Serial: (0012) San Francisco, California
Zl_ I’ﬁ:ﬁlI‘Ch, 1945
8wl s =, i en
Froms Commanding Officer, Fighting Squadron FORTY FIVE,
(Commander CVL Air Group FCRTY FIVE)
To = Commander-in-Chief, U.S5. Fleel.
Via @ (1) Commanding Officer, U.S.5. SAN JAGINIO,

(2) Commander Task Group FIFTY-EIGHT POINT TWO,
(3) Commander Task Force FIFTY-FIGHT,

(4) Commander FIFTH Fleet,

(5) Commander-in-Chief, U.S. Pacific Fleet,

Subjects riperaft Action Rerorts; 19 to 21 February, 1945,
Reference: (a) ComInCh Serial 7152 of 29 October, 1943,

(h) Pacific Fleet Confidential Letter 10T.<l8 of 1
January, 1945

Enclosures (L) Comments by Commander CVL Air Group FORTY FIVE,
(B) VF-45 Aircraft Action Revort iCA-1, No. 33, dated
19 Februery, 1945
(C) VF-45 Aircraft actlon Revort /CA-1, No, 34, dated
19 February, 1945
(D) VF-45 Aircraft iction Revort ACA-1, No. 35, iated
19 February, 1945
(E) VF-45 Aircraft iction Report 'CA-1, No, 36, dated
21 February, 1945.
(F) VF-45 Aircraft iction Revort 4CA-1, No. 37, dated
21 February, 1945,
(G) VF-45 Aircraft Action Report ACA-1, No. 3%, dated
21 February, 1945.
(H) Aircraft Action Revort VF-45 ACA-1, No, 39, dated
21 February, 1945

; 9 In accordance with references (a) and (b), enclosures
(2) through (H) are forwarded herewith.

DISTRIBUTION OF TNCLOSURESS

ComInCh (1) Advance Copy
CinCFfac (3) Advance Copies
JICFOA (1) Copy direct
ComAirPac (1) Copy direct
ComAirPacSubComt'wd (1) Copy direct

USS SAN JACINT (1) Copy
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S ‘we separate oceaglons the ’ ty Cvour Commander acted In the e seity
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o OPNAV-16-V-#5S37
Fogdh ACA-]
eet | of 5

AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT R Reciassify when

filled out)

SECRET .
(a) Unit Reporting VF-45  (b) Based onor at USS SAN JACINTO ~~ (c) Report No_____#;’a

. GENERAL

o —— e ————— e —

(d) Take off: Date 19 February, 1945 Time (LZT)_ 0630,(19 _(Zone); Lat._ 250 26N _Long. 1400 06'E

(e) Mission LTargedb Coordinator #1, Iwo Jima === (f) Time of Return 1115 (X) (Zone)

YPE < 0 _ NUMBER e . dBO;AE; _ N_D ORF;Et;;E _ I'# T
TYP SQUADRON oo e S AND T S , -
NG ¢ | FUZE, SETTING
T AT ATFTRC’TE‘PG CARRIED (PER PLANE) |
(a) (b) (c) (d) (e) (f) | (g)
e e e
|

F6F-5 | VF-45| A | None | 'L |Bach plane carried 6 X 5" |Mark 146 non-delay

L T NS . RS S e . e e T ot B b
III OTHER U. S OR AL__l:_I_ED AIRCRAFT EMPLOYED IN THIS OPERATiON N T |
TYPE ‘ZQUADRON NUMBER BASE TYPE | JQUADRON  NUMBER BASE
e SR T e T . L o e — _— ———————————————— e e e ____.|._ s L P e — s e e e SR T
None ORI S, £ s i NEe—. S TR e
Foooams H e I - e T, ) -+ i B
T e N T ] o RS D W (U SIS )
V. ENEMY AIRCRAFT OBSERVED OR ENGAGED (By Own Aircraft Listed in 1 Only). B o
{a} i (b) I (ci I (d) | (e) (f] | (g)
TV PE | NO. NO ENGAGING | TIME LOCATION OF BOMBS TORPEDOES CARRIED; | CAMOUFLAGE AND
OBSERVED OWN A/C ENCOUNTERED ENCOUNTEFR GUNS OBSERVED | MARK ING
| |
Nope | 0L @Bl o N -
ﬁ
— _(ZONE) | ) — i N
| |
f I
L. - e s Y L S L _ b )
(h) Apparent Enemy Miesionfe) .~
Did Any Par’r of X X
(i) Encounter(s) Occur In Clouds?.. " 1f so, Describe Clogds .- - oo oo e, ) |
(YES OR NO‘I (BASE IN FEET, TYPE AND TENTHS OF OVER)
Time of Day and Brilliance X
(1) A i B OB et e (k) Visibilit IR
{NIGHT BRIGHT MOON:; DAY OVERCAST,; ETC.) (MILES)
V. ENEMY AIRCRAFT DESTROYED OR DAMAGED IN AIR (By Own Aircraft Listed in |l Only).
N ' [
(a) lr [bl Drff“ DCYFD OR DAMAGED BY : (c) (d)
TYPE - : — _ | - - — | DAMAGE
ENEN\Y A/C | TY “*E A;L JQJADRON PILOT OR GUNNER | GUNS USED WHERE HIT, ANGLE ' CLAIMED
Tl PP _1. | — g - - = i . . = -_i s . g - — = e e : = . d _ . = . s ] :T E
_Ng:ne___h . SR Sty o s et e B _ |
s | L - |
| |
py N e o ) |
——————————— —I—- ——— B S e — ¥
N IS R " P | )
a |
ST R PR | _ b ey | . ] ) o . 1
|
RS W TS S, SENP—E s B ) I R SE— o 53 SR
| |
y . I T, L . R [ e
|
TN -t i i - ey —n e ———— ll- — — R N L e e — s e B s e e L T
— 3 = t I S S i e e e ey e T Sy W
I o B el - . .

ALLSFET — MFD. BY THE EGRY REGISTER CO., PATENTED
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OPNAV-16-V-#S37
Forfh ACA-1
. Sheet 2 0f 5

RESTRICTED
(Reclassify when
fitled out)

AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT

Vi. LOSS OR DAMAGE, COMBAT OR OPERATION;?L, OF OWN AIRCRAFT (of those listed

SECREL

VF=45 REPORT No. £33
in 11 only).

(a) (b) | (c) ‘ (d) | _ , (e)
CAUSE: TYPE ENEMY A/C WHERE HIT, ANGLE (List armor, EXTENT OF LOSS OR DAMAGE,

TYPE OWN A/C SQUADRON TYPE GUN, OR OPERATIONAL CAUSE self-sealing tanks, equipment hit) (Give Bureau serial number of planes destroyed)

i

: HNone & - —— S

3 o D - T ————————— S
4 B s s S - ) .

p) - L R i DU (. - e ) o ) o
6 ) o I A — R -

7

e i MR e AR . it e ———— e S l‘___. VSN — " = = . o B - el - =

8 l

: S TR, —— [ U e, S— PO, S S - S
b | . TR - o N CI | S——— T FCT Sy i
B e ———— — s
12 B gl B N . A ) e Mk e )
13 - P s # R - B BT I
14 B o e e ) o B e — .
VI PERSONNEL CASUALTIES (in aircraft listed in |1 only; identify with planes listed in V1 by Nos. at left)

(a) (b) (c) (d) (e)

NO. | SQUADRON NAME. RANK OR RATING CAUSE CONDITION OR STATUS
“Wpe | 00000 L . N . -

= S [N (PR I S .

VIll. RANGE, FUEL, AND AMMUNITION DATA FOR PLANES RETURNING

e ——

(b)
MILES

—

(e)
AV FUEL

e ——

(c)
MILES

(d)
AV. HOURS

e —

(f)
AV. FUEL

e ——————— =

(g) TOTAL

AMMUNITION EXPENDED I

(h)
N OF PL ANES

A/C OuT RETURN IN AIR L OADED e [ 30 1 S8 {'_“"Edr&}i_ MM RETURNING
— - —_— —- —— B R e . SN Y I — S ESSRNSE W S L. iy —— s~ S
FeF-5 | 75 | 75 2.2 | 400 | 230 | 1600 rds, T
SRR - rn » 0 S . ﬁ.}lti_pe:r: pl?_ne R | R
LR S — ; N . BRI A I SRR . I — | |

IX. ENEMY ANTI-AIRCRAFT ENCOUNTERED (Check one block on each line).

e e L CALIBER S ——————T none | MEAGRR | "MODERATE | INTENSE
HEAVY — Time-fused shells, 75mm andover 1 g 9 ‘r - .
MEDIUM — Impact-fused shells, 20mm-50mm ) ) -y L A I R N N

| IGHT — Machine gun bullets, 6.5mm-13.2mm [T T S - ST l__,______ e -

X. COMPARATIVE PERFORMANCE, OWN AND ENEMY AIRCRAFT (use check list at left) .

SPEED, CLIMB,
at various altitudes

No encounter with enemy airborne aircraft

TURNS

DIVES
CEILINGS
RANGE
PROTECTION
ARMAMENT

ALLSET — MFD, BY THE EGRY REGISTER CO., PATENTED




OPNAV-16-V-$S37

St AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT (Reclassify when

filled out)
‘

SECBEI . (OMIT THIS SHEET IF NO ATTACK WAS MADE) .
' VF-45  REPORT No_ #33

X1. ATTACK ON ENEMY SHIPS OR GROUND OBJECTIVES (By Own Aircraft Llsted in [1 Only).

Ene ositions Northern wo Jima (Grid '
ony positions lorthern Juo Jipe (Grid paugpopc2lf end. 2ky, MF SSRpoThShegt conriled iy bt

08Z5-0855(K)

(¢) Clouds Over Targetﬂm,éﬂﬂihsr%% - — ~
(BXSE IN . &% HS OF COVER)
(d) Visibility of Target y from g&mimmmmm (e) Visibility _ 6=10
{CLEAR HAZY. PARTIALLY OBSCURED BY CLOUDS, ETC.) (MILES)
(f) Bombing Tactics: Type _ Bomb Sight Used . b
(LEVEL, GL,DE OR DIVE) (TYPE)
Bombs Dropped per Run ____Spacing ___ Altitude of Bomb Release
(NUMBER) (FEET) (FEET)
(g) Number of Enemy Aircraft Hit on Ground: Destroyed . Probably Destroyed A Damaged ___ X
(i) : TN (m) (n)
ot pIENSIONS o |2 e T A TR BOMBS AND AMMUNITION NO. HITSOn | DAMAGE (Nore, slight
| Al POINT TONNAGE (k) SQUADRON EXPENDED, EACH AIMING POINT | Aiming Point | serious, destroyed or sunk)

|
2
3
4
5
6
7
8

(0) RESULTS: (For all hits claimed on ship targets and for land targets of special interest, draw diagram, top or side view or both, as appropriate, showing type and location
of hits. For all targets give location and effect of hits, and identify by numbers above. Use additional sheets if necessary).

(p) Were Photographs Taken? Photographs of Damage, WhenTaken, Should Be Attached By Staple.

’ ' ALLSET -- MFD, BY THE EGRY REGISTER CO., PATENTED




OPNAV-16-V-#537

Shbat 4 of 5 AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT | (Reclassify. when

filled out)

ECRER $ g o gg
- XIl. TACTICAL AND OPERATIONAL DATA. (Narrative and comment. Describe actionm!.\%and comment freely,

ENGAGEMENT WITH ENEMY following applicable items in check list at left. Use additional sheets if necessary.)

OWN AIRCRAFT

Uisposition

Altitudes

Speeds

Approach Tactics

Use of Cover, Deception

Angles of Attack and
Their Effectiveness.

Distance of Opening ‘Fire

Defense Tactics and
Their Effectiveness

ENEMY AIRCRAFT

Method of Locating, Distance
Disposition

Altitudes

Speeds

Approach Tactics

Use of Cover, Deception
Angles of Attack

Distance of Opening Fire
Defensive Tactics

COMMENTS AND
RECOMMENDATIONS

Own Weaknesses
Enemy Weaknesses
Offensive Tactics, Own

! " Enemy
Defensive Tactics, Own

g " Enemy
Flexible Gunnery, Own
Escort Tactics
Fighter Direction
Use of Radar
Night Fighting
Recognition, Aircraft

ATTACK

OWN TACTICS

Method of Locating Target
Approach to Target
Altitudes, Speeds
Approach
Dive
Pull-Qut
Dive Angle
- Strafing
Retirement
Defensive Tactics
Use of Jamming

DEFENSE, ENEMY

Evasive Tactics, Ships
Concealment
Searchlights

Night Fighter Tactics
Use of Jamming

COMMENTS AND
RECOMMENDATIONS

Bombing Tactics
Torpedo Tactics
Effectiveness of
Bombs, Torpedoes
Selection of Targets
Fuzing
Strafing Tactics
Defensive Tactics
Use of Radar
Reconnaissance
Photography
Briefing

OPERATIONAL

Navigation

Homing

Rendezvous
Recognition, Ships
Communications
Flight Operations
Search and Tracking
Base Operations
Maintenance .

ALLSET — MFD BY THE EGRY REGISTER CO., PATENTED




Commander Gordon ¥, Seheater, Comsander 'ir Group ™ HTY FIM, took off
at 0430 (X), 17 Pobruary, 1945 with hte four Jane Pighter Alvision ns spoort,
from the MSH 21N JACINTO to set as Tarpet ~cordinater at Iwo Jima for 7.0,
88,2 Auring support missions by the Taak Troup from 0730 - 1030 (X) "™ Day,

He wevorted to Commanter Alr Sup ert Contrel Unilis whem about ¥ wiles
from the tarset objeetive, and wag oriered Yo gtay well elsar of the objeetive
avea uwntil Marther notice, In av roxim tely 75 mimutes CAZTU ordered
Commantay ‘cheoter to net ag 5th Phib Tores i1 CoorMmater for €4 €U, In
about tem mimutes the Atr Coord 'moter, "th Mib Voree camo on the gir 2nd
attermted t-» make comaet with TAICU, ne a result of wiish he later shifted
Comman ‘er Schecter haek to hiz ordgina! wwiee cally but sinwe CASCT eonlid not
work the iir Coordinator, Sth ihib Torca owing to the latter's recelvar
Aiffioulties, the Alr Oroup Commander hod S take ower st 07485 (K) as ‘fy
Coordinater, A% that time CASCT asaigno? te Commamier Jehecter, meting
tem:orarily as Alr Coordinstor, targess -7 oo ortunity for flloht lod W “he
USE HANOOCK amd C"F Swrert ‘iveraft srour eosmanders, the wission %o e
eompieted and -1 mes clear of the tarpet cres by 0800 (K), Tarvets of
opvort:nity on either flank of the landing beach were riven %o the suopord
elemants, *he risht flank ((rid "quares 166/C, T and 7) being seslmod
to the i Su-rert Crowr and Cedd Dguares 170/, Hy # heing delacated i~ the
VA8 HANCOYCK group (Trid Referenece: ilr “uprert (!hm, Two Jima, counoilad and
regroduced Yy G4th "ngr, Bn,, USAPOFBC, Ne, 1125, Dee, 1944). These tarsets
wore hit by the Adesimmated VB and V7 in 7 i'e hombing and by the ¥F in
gtrafing and rocket at‘seke,

Shortly afterwards, commmications were re-ogiab’ished hetween Yy
and the iiy Coordinator, 5th "hib Yorce,

At a--reximately 0840 (X) CASCU ~rdered Commanter Sehseteris Copreplane
Hvielon o expend all rockets and amm nition on tarpets of ovvertumity, %o e
gomnlieted in £1fteen mimutes, The for Isanea made thody 7{rat wraeks® amd
stra®ingy wun from & to ¥ against proheble mm rositions in Orid amare 217/F,
G and M3 and, eireling to the right on o elisbing yecovery, made a second
roeket an! sirafing rus against buildin s In %'a (Grid cvare PU/MR) Hrom
5 to 9%, Both mme ware initiated from a -roximetely 6500 feet in a °O

Aegree zilde %o 1000 feet, A1l rooka’s snd s*rafing hi‘ta were in the objesetive
AT76 4

T™he -laneg went back on statio a roximately 2600 yards off the landing
oach and eontimued to notice Jeve ovmemts, Tn partieular, the iir fyrown
“ommander shserved that the enemy artillery and mortar fire from the ecag'ern
and ~orthern slores of M, “wribachi =ng mueh less accurate when thene
-paitions were being takem uwnder Nawal ~mfire,

At arrroximately 0920 (X) an Q52U ae chserved to crash ot a roximately
Grid ounare 142/M, about 050 yards of 7 ¢ ore, and the iir Uroup Lommander
mve the ~reseribed "erash, crash, erash”, reo ort over the JAD2 frs-vsmey,

. mmbey of LTT'a were o -erved in the !mi Ma‘e wieinity of the -rash, ut no
gurvivora wore seem ricked wun,

it 1030 (X) the Might et 148 s'otion, ancaltin~ withent Hprither
ineidente at 1215 (X), -




; 537 | -STRICTE
QPNAV-16-V-#S37 RESTRICTED

« Eorm ACA-I
SECRET .

» & Sheet 5 of S
XI11. MATERIAL DATA. (Comment freely on performance or suitability following check list at left.

e additional sheets if necessary) .
ARMAMENT U $ ’
Guns, Gunsignts

Turrets A11 equipment functioned satisfactorlly
Ammunition

Bombs, Torpedoes
Bomb Sights

Bomb Releases

T

COMMUNICATIONS

Radio, Radar
Homing Devices
Visual Signals
Codes, Ciphers

| RECOGNITION
|\FF
Signals
Battle Lights
Procedures

PROTECTION
Armor: Points and Angles
of Fire Needing Further
Protection '
Leak Proofing

EMERGENCY EQUIPMENT
Parachutes
| ife Belts, Life Rafts
Safety Belts
Emergency Kits
Rations, First Aid

|
NAVIGATIONAL EQUIPMENT |
Compasses
Driftsights
Octants
Automatic Pilots

Charts |

(Reclassify when
filled out)

REPORT No #33

»

e ————————

Field Lighting

: _ |
INSTRUMENTS |
Flight |
Power Plant 11
OXYGEN SYSTEM
CAMOUFLAGE AND
DECEPTION DEVICES 5|
STRUCTURE |
Airframe 1
Control Surfaces li
( NI r‘xclr ) '.
Dive Flaps |
Landing Gear ll
Heating System |
* At Various Loadings lﬁ
POWER PLANT
Engines |
rFF'u"]' /‘N‘a
I!‘ llﬁlé;s’.“a‘.ir‘-ﬂ 5‘,’3:‘-‘;2—!’1’1 |
Starters
Exhaust Dampers
|
HYDRAULIC SYSTEM |
|
|
ELECTRICAL SYSTEM |

Auxiliary Plant

I '.a—.r-, .
[_:!': J{IL"J

FUEL SYSTEM

FLIGHT CLOTHING

MAINTENANCE
BASE FACILITIES

Pgr_'llr\Ir “_I,;_'l.-- "'..'_!1_“::.-] t-']LifrrrT_‘}F:"'
Personnel Facilities

REPORT PREPARED BY: APPROVED BY

S.W, PIAUCHE, Jr., IT(JG), USSR G. E. SGHECTIR, COMDR., TSC 22045
SIGNATURE ACT OFFICER RANK AND DUTY sienaTURESOMMAND ING OFFICER RANK AND DUTY DATE
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