HEADQUARTERS
U. S. STRATEGIC ROMBIMG SURVEY
(PACIFIC)
C/0 POSTMLSTER, SAN FRLNCISCO
INTERROGATION NO, (USSBS NO. 103) Place: Tokyo
NEV NO 26 Date: 22 Oct. 1945; 1320-1600

Division of Origin: Faval Analysis Division
Subject: lMine Warfare
Personnel interrogated and background of each:

Captain T.MUL.i, Kyugo, I.J.N., Captain on active duty, who at the beginning
of the war was in the Tokyo Orcdnance Department specializing in mine
corstruction, He was head of the Mine=-Sweepinc Section until last nonth,
He has been s tationec in Tokyo in above cuty from the beginning of the

war until last nonth when he became head of the Mine«S:reeping Section of
the Tokyo lArsenal,

Yrere interviewed: MEIJI Building.
Interroentor: Cormmander T, E, Moorer, USN,

Interpreter: Seynour Millstein, Lieut. Comdr., USHR,

Hllied Officers Present: None.
SUMI'ARY

This interrogation is a contiruation of N.LV 5,

Captain TAMUTRL discusses the mining of Japanese waters and furnishes
additional facts and opinions relative to the various phases of rine
warfare,

Coptoin T.MURL subnmitted the folloring information which was requestecd ot
o previous interrcgotion:

(1) List ~f vessels sunk or d-nnged in nminefields on "lest Coast ~f J.LPALN
north or SﬂKﬂI- |

(2) 4 comnlete 7ist of vessels sunk in SFIMONOSEKI Aren,

(3) L complete chart showing ~J1 channels in the SHIMONOSEKI Arsen ~né low-
cotion of nined vesscls,

(4) Table sroving passcge control through SHIMONOSEKI STRAIT in July 1945.
Records for Lpril, Moy, June and avgust were burned but ore stated to
he sinilar, '

(5) Mumber of nassages throush SEIMONOSEKI STRAIT durine July, showine
nurber of nine hits,

(6) Estinnte” nurber of B-29s laying mines in SHIMONOSEKI by cdote.

(7) Results of minesveeping in SHIMONOSEKI lLrea, incdic~tine number of
mines svept, "

(2) L brief description of Japsnese niresweeping equipment showing area
There enployed,
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TRANSCRIPT

Captain, TAMURA, in addition to the information furnished by you at pre-
viovs interrogations, co you have further statements to make in regard
to the offensive mining campaign by the UNITED STATES Forces?

If you had been able to disguise the places and times of the dropping of
mines by your planes our counter-measure research would have been delayed
and losses would consequently have heen greater. Even though we had a
difficult time in working up counter-measures against mines, it would

have been much rore Sifficult if we hadn't been able to watch planes drop
nines and recover then immediately, The important thins is not to let

the Japanese know you were dropping mines, Another weak thing was so
many dropning on land, moking recovery easy. .lso vhen you dropnec mires
by parachute it would have been better to drop from a lover altitude in
which case wind wouldn't have token them in to land, It was very effec-
tive when you dropped nines with o new device in it., Durins the period
after n mine with somethine new is used, there is o period of recovering
it, taking it apart, finding a counter-measure, then constructing the moch=
inery and educating personmnecl in using the equipment, There i7as a one or
two month lag during this particular period vhen we didn't knov what the
snrlution is and take big lesses. Then you should drop more of these mines
because we do not have a counter=-measure for that particular mine. Ore
thing that caused us much trouble —ns the combination of two types of mines,
combinotion of nmognetic-acoustie and the mognetic-pressure nmine. Bv the
end of the —ar we were left -7ith o lot of research being done but no real
effective counter-reasure heing nroduced in quantity. I thirnk that you
should have tried to Adevelop soncthing to prevent those spontaneous ex-
plosions and synpathetic explosions., I tried to work on it but couldn't
find out why so many of your nines exploded for no apparent reason, It

is something worth studying., It might have helped if the mines had heen
disnerses riore.

hat features of thc limeriezn nines wrere you uncble to sclve? “hot par-
ticular feature of the imerican mines did you knowr the least about?

No part gave us narticular trouble because our engineers were 2ble to take
the mine apart, and to understand it, The pressure mine was 2 big puzzle
to us becruse we couldn't figure out vwhat set it off. The fiet that it
s o pPressure nine ccused us trouble, The moghetic mine coused us trouble
but we kner it vas o magnetic mine ond could understond it, e could take
each one apart but thc parts didn't add up to anything., "e picke” up the
first mognetic nressure mine in May 1945 and by the end of June were =ble
to steep it., "le vere successful in completine the major porticn of the
research and knew the story by that time, 'ie were ~ble to sweep t7o or
three at NIICLT.A in fugust but the war ended before e hod ony more ex-
perience in sweeping.

Ho: did you sweep tle magnetic pressure nine?

The mines at NIIGAT. were swept in very calm water -"ith a hydro-bar. The
big disadvantage of Adropping mines by plane is that the planes are easily
seen and the mines are marked., /LA combination of submarine and zirplane

in placing nines is an idea, Jin airplane to drop the mines far enough

off shore so that the coast watchers are not advised and submarines 1o
nick them up eomehow and pull them in to shallow ater in some manner,
Mines well laid by subrarines are more of a surprise. The submarine could
very successfully lay the mocred mine o lot easier because it doesn't have
tc be 1laid at such shnlloy depth. Miccording to the information from the
Germans this vas very effective,

Do you think that the mine fields laid by the B=20s were effectively placed?

Your camprign was very well conceived.

Did the mining of any of the distant ports such as RLSEIN, take you by
surprise?
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Mo, we weren't surprised because it was in keeping with your policy of
nining busy perts., During the early part of this month the storms around

JAPAY caused nany nines all over to explode, Not only ~coustic, also pres-
sure nines,

are ycu familiar with the low frequency acoustic mine?

Yes, e tried nony different methods of countering it but were not success-
rHlq | |

“ere y~u able to successfully sweep the low frequercy accustic nine?

No, I think there is still nc effective counter-measure in nny country
for the lor frequency ~coustic .mine and the magnetic-pressure nine,

Dic¢ yru attenpt to sweep pressure niines by towing a lorge convas sen anchor?

That is one of the methods, e tried thcusands of ways. The use of the
bag was one of thenj the closest thing to succeed was the hyfrauvlic plate.

hat in your cpinion is the best nethod for mining by nirplone? Is it
best t~ crop 2 grent number of mines ot intervals, or to drop o few ev-
ery coy? -

In my opinion continuous mining is nore effective than oceasional large
scnle miring, OF course the large scrle attrcks at intervels nlso chuse
o lot of trouble, but vien you continually cdropred them it mennt thot wo

jerc using-equiprent 24 hrurs per doy. They were ol ~ys on the locknut,
-‘hereas o big load dronped at intervals, e had a respite for o fou Shahdc

4w continucus cefense is hord to keep up, Fron the point of viewr of o long
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war, 1t 1s far better to continuously feed mincs to o given nres hecruse
e never are conficdent of o swept chonnel, ¥ith o big lo~d in one pl-ce
e knor 1t is elenn vhen swent,

In your opinion, Crptoin TANMURA, fo you think that the UNITED STLTES Fivid-
ec. thelr mining and bhombing cff~rt properly? In other words o vou think
we should have incrcased our mining effort and pessihly comrerced nining,
operations soonerj

“he result of B-29 nining was so effective ogainst tre shlpolne thet 11
eventunlly strrved the country. I think you probobly could have short-
enec the mr by beginning earlier, |

—

Do you think that the plones use” in minine —ere nore effcctive thon an
equnl number of bombing plones?

Yee, L 7a,
tlns the SHIMOMOSEKI chonnel ever fouled by sunken ships?

Fo, becruse it is too -ride for that,
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