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Lapies awp GexrLemex :—This™ day
will be remembered as an important one in
the history of your County. We have laid
Yhe Corner Stone of the building. From
its completion will date the final and com-
Elete separation of Balimore County from

altimore City.

The building we have this day begun
will be erected, not only for the present,
but for many future generations. A centu-
rz hence your descendants will assemble in
this Temple of Justice; and then the cere-
monies of this nineteenth of October, eigh-
teen hundred and fifty-four, will bhave
come a tradition of the past, and those who
now witness them will be referred w as
men of the ‘“ olden time.”

In this country, and in this progressive
age, a century is a vast period. How

_many wonderful changes, and what im-
portant events it brings forth! Among
the nations of the Old World, Time creeps
along at a sluggish. pace; but here he flies
upon eagle wings. What it there requires
maay huadred years 1o accomplish, is here
performed in a single life-time,

A century ago, nine-tenths of the pres-

ent area of this great Republic was a wil-
derness, tenanted only by roving savages.—
The settlements of l{e uropean colonists
were scattered vver the comparatively nar-
row space between the eastera slope of the
Alleghanies and the Atlantic coast; and
the entire population of those settlements
did not equal half that now contained with-
in the single State of Pennsylvania.
" A century ago, there stood on Manhat-
tan Island, at the mouth of the Hudson
River, a tariving little town, about equal
in population to_one of the twenty wards
of Baltimore. That little town is now a
vast city—with a population of over six
hundred thousand-—and a commerce rival-
ing that of London.

A century ago, there stood along the
swampy shores of the Patapsco, an incon-
siderable village, containing four brick
houses, about twenty others, and about
three hundred inhabitants. That village
is now Baltimore City.

* Europe has never witnessed such won-
derful changes—such rapid progress in the

march of improveraent—as are here going
on in every quarter of the land; and if
time is to be messured by events, we may
justly claim %o be the longest lived pesple
of the world. -

‘The history of your own County is &
striking illustration of the ever-changing,
ever-progressive character of our country
and people. .

Baltimore County was established in the
year 1659. Iis limits were then far more
extensive than at t—embraciag not
only all of Harford and Carroll Counties,
but large portious of Anne Arundel, How-
ard, and Frederick. At that time, the pop-
ulation of all Maryland was only twelve
thousand, and that of the newly erecied
county was probably less than one-sixth of
that number. Now, there are within these
original limits of Baltimore County, over
three hundred thousand inbabitants, or
more than half the popaulation of the
whole State.

In 1726, an act of assembly was passed,
taking from Baltimore Couaty, and adding
to Anae Arundel, all that portion of her
territory south of the Patapsco.

In 1748, Frederick County was estab-
lished, and the limits of Baltimore County
thereby greatly narrowed oa the West.

In 1773, Harford was taken from her on
the East; and in 1836, she was made to
contribute another large portion of her ter-
ritory for the erection of Carroll.

Baltimore, sixty years ago, wes known
ouly as ¢ Baltimore Town in Baltimore
Couaty.” Her population having iacreas-
ed w0 about twenty thousand, she was in-
corporated as a city in the year 1796. But
she still remained a portion of the county.

It is true that she had been allowed a
distinct representation in the Legislature of
the State. But, in almost every respect,
she was but Baltimore City in timore
County. The same Court of Oyer and
Terminer exercised criminal jurisdiction
over both ; and Baltimore County Court,
at the same terms, heard and decided all
civil causes, whether the parties were resi-
dents of the city or county. There were
the same Sheriff, Clerk, and Jurors.—
There was the same Record Office, the
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wmme Court House, Alms House, and Jail.
The incorporation of Bslimore into a
City did not separate her from the County
—in-so-far as the adminisiration of ihe
laws was involved. In-this respect, at
least, they remained as before, constitating
the same political division of the State.

The separation now about to be consum-
mated has been a gradualone. |

Ia 1816, Baltumore City Court was es-
tablished—with eriminal jurisdiction with-
in the eity only.

Jn 1828, an act of Aasembly was pass-
ed, requiring the Judges of Baltimore
County Coart to hold distinct terms for the
trial of causes in which the defendants
weve * residents of the county, without
the limits of the city.” The same act di-
vected that the jurors summoned 10 atiend
these county terms, should be selected from
among the residents of the county outside
the city limita,

At the session of 1843, the General As-
sembly affrmaed an act of the previous ses-
sion, (which thus became a part of the
State Coastitution,) groviding r the elec-
tion of a separate Bheriff for Baltimore

City. :

'l‘mComtimﬁm adopted by the Con-
vention oo the 13th of May, 1851, provi-
ded for an entire change in the judiciary
system of the State. The operation of
that Constitution is to complete the sepa-
ration of Baltimore City and Baltimore
County. They are now distinet political
djvisions of the State—as much so as any
two of the counties. T'hough your courty
still hold their sessions within lze city lim-
its, they only do so by virtue of a special
proviso in the Constitution, which declares
* that Bahimore County Court may hold
its sittings within the limits of the city of
Baliimore, until provision shall be made
by law for the location of a county seat,
withia the limits of thesaid county proper,
and the erection of a Court House and all
other sppropriate huildings, for the conve-
nient administration of justice in said
eourt.” Thus the territory embraced with-
in the eorporate limis of Baltimore, no
longer eonstitutes a portion of Baliimore
County ; and thearea of the latter has been
10 that extent still further reduced.

Althaugh thus deprived again and again
of portions of her territory, Baltimore
County has continued steadily to increase
in wealth and population. As we have
before stated, her population two hundred
vears ago was about 2000. In 1773, it
had increased t0.17,238.  Since then, Har-

ford, haif of Carroll, and Beltimore City
have been taken from her; and yet, four
years ago she could boast a population of
41,692, larger than that of any other county
of the Sipte °*

T his is the fourth time the County Seat
of Baltimore County has been removed.—
It seems to be the general impression that
the first Court House for Baltimore Coun-
ty was at Joppa, upon Gunpowder River.

ut this is an error.

It is a singular fact, that no living man
can tell, with any degree of certainty, the
place where the County Seat of Baliimore
County was first located. The County
was established in 16.9, and the Court
House was not built at Joppa until nearly
50 years afterwards.

he County Court held its first session
at the dwelling of Captain Thomas How-
ell, in the year 1661. Soon afierwards a
Court House was built, not at Joppa, on
Gunpowder River, but at some point on
Bush River, which empties into the Bay
about four miles farther north. By reference
to Bacon’sedition of the Laws of Maryland,
it will be found that the County Sebt was
oo Bush River, as late as 1683, and that a
port of entry was established there in that

ear.

y The Court House on Bush River was
abandoned at sone period between 1683
and 1707, and a second one erected on
Gunpowder River, at a place called * For-
ster’s Neck.”? ‘

In 1707, the Provineial Assembly of
Maryland passed an act, directing that the
Court House at Forster’s Neck *“should
be deserted, and in lieu thereof fifty acres
of land in a tract on said river. belonging
to Anne Felks, called ¢ Taylor’s Choice,”
should he erected into a town, and the
Court House of the said county should he
built there.”” The place designated for the
County Seat by this act, was the same af-
terwards known as Joppa. .

The Commissioners appointed for the
purpose, proceeded forthwith to build the
new Court House, and had nearly finished
it, when to the great disappointment of the
good people of the county. the news came
across the ocean that Her Royal Highness,
Queen Aane, had vetoed the bill!  What
arave reasons influenced Her Majesty to

refer that the Court House of Baltimore
Eounl should not be removed from Fore-
ter’s Neck ta Taylor’s Choice, history hath
not disclosed. At all events, the Commis-
sioners dircovered that they had beep pros
ceeding under 2 void act ; and they found
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it gecessary to obtain a subsequent law to
legalise what they had done. This was
passed in 1712, and is entitled ““an act for
setiling Baltimore County Court at the
new house at Joppa.” [t recites the for-
mer proceedings of the Commissioners,
confirms them, and then declares—*¢ that
Baltimore County Court shall be from
henceforth held at the said Court House,
now built at the town of Joppa, and not
elsewhere ; and that the same house be, to
all intents, constructions and purposes, ad-
judged, used, reputed and taken, as the
proper Court House for Baltimore Coun-
‘y‘,’
Tt appears that the Commissioners for
building this Court House at Joppa, were
peculiarly unfortunate. Their first blunder
was in commencing operations before the
Queen had approved the bill. I hey made
another one equally serious; in putting
the building upon the land of a minor, to
which they had acquired no legal title. It
was found necessary to get an act passed in
1724 to remedy this latter mistake. This
act, as published in Kilty’s edition, states,
in its preamble, that a Court House and
Prison had been erected at Joppa, at the
county expense, but that the right of the
land was in a minor, ¢ who could not con-
vey, although his father, Col. James Max-
well, had received full satisfaction for the
same.” It then proceeds to declare, that
the two acres of land on which the Court
House and Prison were built, * shall be to
the use of the County forever.” It further

rovides that certain Commissionersshould,
y purchase or condemnation by a jury,
obtain twenty -acres of land at Joppa, and
lay it out into ferty lots, * 10 be erecied in-
. toatown.” [Jtalso directs that no house
to be built in said town, shall have any
chimney unless of brick or sione, and that
each house shall cover at least four hun-
dred feet, or about twenty feet square.—
But the most important provision in this
law, in reference to the commercial pros-
perity of Joppa, was one which would be
regarded at this day as rather a curious
specimen of legislation. ]

The last section provided, that every
debtor who should bring tobaceo to Joppa
for the purpose of paying a debt, should%e
allowed a discount or reduction of ten per
cept. on the claim. This was intended as
an inducdment to draw trade to the new
county seat, which was also made a port
of entry. The result proved that the leg-
islators of that day were tolerably good
judges of human natyre. Tobacco was

brought to ‘Joppa in vast quantities; and.
tradition informs us that she soon became
an important shipping point, carrying on a
considerable commerce, not only with 1he
West Tndies, but with Europe. Her pop-
ulation was never large, but she was one
of the most prosperous and important sea-
Eoﬂs of Maryland, before the first house
ad been erected at Baltimore.

The Courts were held at Joppa down to
1768. In that year, an act was passed for
the removal of the County Seat to ** Baiti-
more Town.” From that time may be
dated the * decline and fall >’ of the ancient
town of Joppa. No vestige of her former
glory now remains. The old court house
was sold, and bas long since crumbled
away ; her wharves, at which hundreds of
the largest merchanimen have been laden,
have disappeared ; her dwellings have fal-
len, one by one, until scarcely their foun-
dations can be traced. A solitary tene-
ment, of antique style and venerable ap-
pearance, standing on the Harford shore
of Gunpowder River, about half a mile

. north of the railroad bridge. is seen by the
traveller passing between Baliimore and
Philadelphia. That lonely building is all
that now remains to mark the spot where
Joppa once stood. Her history has never
been written, and those who could have
furnished the materials for it, have now
passed to the tomh. By this time her very
existence would have been almost forgot-
ten, except for the name of the numerous

“ Jo;pa roads”’ which still exist, and re-
mind us that the inhabitants of every sec-
tion of Baltimore and Harford counties
were once accustomed to resort to thatim-
portant county seat, tp aitend to Couris and
pay their debts in tobacco, less ten per cent.
deducted according to law!

How different a fortune was destined
for Baltimore, the next and fourth County
Seat of Baltimore County. Of all the
chief commercial cities of the Atlantic
coast, she is the youngest.and, considering
the recent period since she was founded,
her growth has been the most rapid and
wonderful. New York, originally called
New Amsterdam, was founded by the
Netherlanders. as far back as 1614. Bos-
ton was founded in 1630, and Charleston
in 1680 ; Philadelphia, on the arrival of
Penn in 1684, contained 2,500 inhabitants.
New Orleans was founded in 1718.

It was not until 1729, that the Provincial
Assembly of Maryland passed an act, en-
titled “* an act for erecting a town on the
north side of Patapsco, in Baltimore Coun-



ty, and for laying ofitin lots, sixty acres of
land, in and about the place where one
John Fleming now lives.” This John
Fleming seems to have been, at that dny,
the sole inhabitant—the entire population
of Baltimore Town. The act appointed
Commissioners for the purpose of laying
but Mr. Fleming’s homestead, then called
*¢ Cole’s Harbor”—into sixty equal lots of
about one acre each. Such was the saga-
city of this ¢ oldest inhabitant,” and such
the foresight of the members of the As-
sembly, liat they thought it not unreason-
able to suppose, that, in due course of time,
and under the encouragement of favorable
legislation, a town might be made to grow
up around * Cole’s Harbor,” with a pop-
ulation of full sixty fmilies. These san:
guine hopes were not disappointed.

In 1732, three years afterwards, another
act was pased *¢ for erecting a town on a
creek, divided on the east from the town
lately laid out in Baltimore county, called
Baltimore Town, on the land whereon
Edward Fell keeps store.” This new city
was called * Jonas-Town,” afterwards
Jones’ Town ; and was of the moderate di-
mensions of ten acres laid out into twenty
lots.

In 1745, in the joint petition of the in-
habitants of both places, Baltimore and
Joues’ Towns were incorpbrated into one,
under the common name of ¢ Baltimore
Town.” In 1747 Baltimore Town was
further enlarged by the addition of ahout
eighteen acres of ground. The act of as-
sembly providing for this extension contain-
ed the following wise provision for the
safety of all the tenements then, or afier-
wards 10 be, erected in Baltimore :—
* Any person having a house in the said
town with a chimney, and in use, who
chall not, after the first day of December,
keep a ladder high enough to extend to the
top of the roof of such house, shall forfeit
and pay ten shillings current money. He
must have been a true patriot who sug-
gested this important measure for provi-

ing against conflagrations. Who can tell
whether it was not the means of saving the
infant settlement again and again from
destruction, and preserving ¢ Baltimore
Town,” that she might become what we
pow behold her! ]

Fostered by such prudent legislation,
and protected by her high ladders and nu-
merous water buckets, Baltimore continu-
ed to prosper and increase in population,
until, in the vear 1752, she could boast of

having (ull three hundred inhabitants, and -

[

shipping to the amount of one brig inT
one sloop. :

Two years afterwards there was great
consternation in Baltimore. Braddock’s
army had been defeated; and it was re-
ported that the French and Indians had ad-
vanced eastward to within thirty miles of
the town. The Inhabitants were so alarm-
ed that they had prepared to desert their
homes and embark on board vessels in the
harbor for the purpose of seeking safety in
Virginia. The report fortunately proved
unfounded. Butitis nevertheless an histo-
rical fact, strongly illustrating the wonder-
ful progress of this country, that as late as
November, 1754, only one hundred years
ago, the inhabitanis of yonder great city
seriously apprehended an auack from a
band of a g,w hundred Indians advancing
across the Alleghany mountains.

Fourteen years “alterwards, Baltimore
had become =0 imporiant a place that it
was proposed to make her the county sear.
An act for that purpose was accordingly
passed on the 22d of June, 1768 ; and very
soon afterwards the first court house was
built at Baltimore at the place where the
Batile Monument now stands-~that being
then the northern termination of Calvert
street.

When the constitution of 1776 was
adopted, Baltimore had so much increased
in population that it was thought just that
she should be allowed the privilege of
electing two delegates to the General As-
sembly, the same number given to Annap-
olis. But the members who formed the
constitution seemed to have been suspicious
that the prosperity of Baliimore was an
ephemeral one, and that she might proba-
bly soon begin to decay like her neighbor
Joppa. They, therefore, added a proviso
in these words; ¢ If the said inhabitants
of the town shall so decrease, as that the
number of persons having a right of suf-
frage therein shall have been, for the space
of seven years successively, less than one-
half the number of voters in some one
county in this State, such town shall
thenceforwarl cease to send two delegates
or representatives to the House of Dele-
gates, until the said town shall have one
half of the number of voters in some one
county in this State.” ,

They had much more confidence in the
continued growth of Annapolis ; and. there-
fore, thought it entirely unnecessary to in-
sert any such condition to the enjoyment of
her right of electing two representatives.

Seventy-eight years have since rolled
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round—and Annapolis, theformer‘“Athens
of Ametica,” still adorns the banks of the
beautiful Severn—but her commerce and
Pprosperity are gone, and her popalation of
three thousand is less than ope third that
of the smallest county—while yonder
stands Baltimore town with nearly a quar-
ter of a million of inhabitants, more than
were to be found in all Maryland when
the constitution of 1776 was adopted.
Such is the uncertainty of all human pre-
dictions, and such the wonderful changes
which the period of a single life-time will
bring forth in this Heaven-favored land.
Such is a brief narrative of the establish-
ment of the former. county seats for Balti-
more. County. You have assembled to
witness the foundation of a new one.
There is a peeuliarity about this meeting
which distinguishes it from all former ones
convened upon similar occasions. When
your ancestors assembled to lay the corner-
stone .of their first court house on Bush
river—when they met at Forster’s neck
upon Guunpowder river—when they met to
found Joppa—and when they met to wit-
ness the commencement of the ecourt-house
at Baltimore—they met together as the
subjects of a British King. -You have as-
sembled here to-day-as American freemen.
The people of ‘this country are ever so
mtent upon the employments of the pres-
ent, and so eager to anticipate the improve-
ments of the' future, that they are seldom
inclined to pause and look back upon the
scenes of tm past. + But there are occa-
sions, like the present,  when it is fit that
those scenes should be recalled to memory.
Though pride may tell us that we are
wiser than our ancestors, we can always
be Eoﬁwd by the contemplation of their
noble examples; and gratitude shouid
teach us never to forget the patriotic servi-

ces of those by whom the foundations of -

our country’s prosperity were laid.-

‘We meet upon a day which should ever
be held sacred by all true Americans. On
the nineteenth of October, 1781, after a
three weeks siege, Cornwallis surrendered
himself and his army prisoners to George
‘Washington. ' By that surrender the war
of the Revolution was virtually ended, and
thie Independence of the American Colo-
nies finally consummated.

“In the glorious struggle which obtained
that Independence, no State bore a more
conspicuous and heroic part than our own
Maryland ; and no county of Maryland
was more-distinguished, through the gal-

- izens of the Northern States.

lant deeds of her patsiotic sops, than thrat
of Baltimore. ,
- The richest wealth of any people is the
fame of their great men. All other evi-
dences of their existence may pass away—
this only is immortal.

Carthage has long since mouldered into
the dust—but the name of her Hannibal
atill lives and reminds us of what his coun-
try once was. Sparia is no more, but the
name of her Leonidas preserves the re-
membrance of her ancient glory. Athens

has dwindled to an unimporiant village,,

but the fame of her Solon, her Demosthe-

nes, her Themistocles, and many others-

distinguished in letters orin arms, remind us
that she was once the freest and most en-
lightened nation of antiquity. Aund so with
ancient Rome—the names of her Cicero
and her Brutus, of her Caser and her

Scipio, hand down to modera times the re-,

membrance that a city, built along the
shores of the muddy Tiber, and now too
weak to defend herself against the invasion
of any. petty army of French or Austrians
who ay choose to take possession—that

this feeble city was once the proud misiress .

of the civilized world.

- It is the duty of every people to cherish’

the memory of ils great men—whether
their distinction has been won by effprts of
intellect or by deeds of heroism in arms.
The renown of a great statesman, an ac-
complished -scholar,
tor, or.a successful warrior, forms a por
tion of the reputation of his countyy, and
every citizen should feel a just pride in en-
deavoring to perpetuate its remembranee.
Full justice has never been done to the
memory of the noble heroes whom Mary-
land contributed to the armies of the revo-
- lution. ‘The first histories of that eventful
stru
terials for accurate narratives were accessi-
hle—were generally the productions of cit-
The men of
the South, prompt in action, had less taste
than their Northern neighbors for .writing
accounts of their achieyements, and fewer
facilities for publishing such histories, even
if they bad been djsposed to write them.
. The result was, that the historians of the
. North, without meaning to do injustice to
the patriot warriors of the South, gave es-
pecial prominence to the achievements of

an eloquent ora-.

le—prepared at times when the ma--

those who ‘belonged to their own section. -

While -enlarging with a just pride, upon
the gallant rge:fl.df thgii" own_ancestors
and neighbors, they pass

ed over in com-
parative silence those perfgm_le@ by the



soldiery from other sections of the confed-

eracy.

'Ielus, every school boy in Maryland, for
the last fifty years, has been taught to ad-
mire the heroism of a Monigomery, s
Greene, a Gates, a Putnam, a Sullivan and
a2 Wayne—while the equally glorious ser-
vices of the patriot soldiers of his own
State—of & Smallwood, a Gist, a8 How-
ard, a Smith and a Williams—-bave
scarcely been heard of, or communicated
as if they were of a character which made
them comparatively unimportant.

It is full time that this injustice shoald
be repaired. A recent interesting work
written by Mr. M’Sherry, of Frederick,
has done much to accomplish this object.
I do not propose to go over the ground
which he has already occupied with so
much ability. The time whch it is prop-
er for me to consume by this address will
not allow me to recite a history of the he-
roic achievements of the Old Maryland
Line—achievements which covered them
and their State with glor{, and which
should be remembered with admiration,
gratitude and pride by their deseendants, to
the latest generation.

With a population sca exceeding
two hundred thousand, Maryland contrib-
uted to the continental army no less than
15,229 regulars, besides more than 5.000
militia,. No invading army occupied her
own eoil, but she generously sent forth
half of her grown male populstion to de-
fend that of her sister States. Maryland
was the first to nominate George Wash-
ington as commander-in-chief of the Amer-
iut; tbr:es, and she ever smminedbyhti&n
with a devotion unsurpassed even J
State of his birth.

At Long Island, at White Plains, at
Harlem Heights, at Gérmantown, at Bran-
dywine, at Monmouth, at Camden, at

wpens, at Guilford, and at Eutaw, the
best blood of Maryland was poured
out freely for the common cause, and
it was Maryland - soldiers who were first
and always ready 10 wmeet face to face,
with fixed bayonets, the veteran legions of
British regulars, Among that noble band
there were many deserving of a conspicu-
ous notice upon the of Hustory.

There was a Smallwood, than whom « -

lant officer was riot to be found in
ole Americatt srmy. He- derved
thronghout the wiar, and led ' the
Maryland columns on many & Victorious
charge. Diréctly sfter the -close of the
contest, thie Lestslature of hiy State testi

more
the

8

fied their admitation of his services by

thrice electing him her Chief Executive.

He now sleeps. under the sod of his native

county, near the waters of the Potomac,

with not even a stone to mark the spot
where the remains of a hero are laid. )

There was a Williams, who began his
career at the first dawn of the Revolution
#s a Lieutenant in a rifle company raised
in Frederick, and marched to join the army
ot Washington, encamped around Boston.
He cawe out of the war a Brigadier Gen-
eral—and no soldier ever won promotion
by more arduous, patrictic, and gallant
achievements,

There were many others flom other
parts of the State, whose names are worthy
of our remembrance and admiration. Of
these, I have not ticve now to speak.

But there were men, not less distinguish-
ed than any of those alluded to— who stood
during that war, among the columns of the
Ameri¢an army, as the immediate repre-
sentatives of the patriotism and bravery of
your own County; and at a meeting like’
this. held upon the anniversary of a day so
important in Ameriean history, the names-
of such men should not be forgotten, nor
their services fail to be remembered.

I December, 1774, a convention of del-:

tes from all parts of Maryland, assem-

at Annspolis, and recommended to
their fellow-citizens to prepare for the con-
test which they foresaw was- soon to be
commenced. A few weeks afterwirds, in
respomse to this call, a band of patriots se-
sembled within the limits of your ewn

County, and organized #s the < Baltimore

Independent Company.”? It was the first '

revolutionary corps organized in

land; and a young mman, little dver thirty
years of age, a native of Balhimore Cousty,
was chosen its captamm. ‘That young sten
was Mordecai Gist. Three rhonths aftes-
wards news arrived that the war had ac
tually begun, and that blood had alres
been shed at Lexington and at Coneord., -

On the 27th of August, 1776, General
Howe’s army of British and Hessians,
thirty thousand strong, were on Loong Is.
land. advancing to attack the City of New -
York. Gen, V uhfﬂglon was there, de.
termined to defend it 3 but the forces under
his command were but little more than ,
half as numerous as those of the jovaders.

" A ldrge portica of the American army, un-.
der Putnar, were stationed around grodk-
lyn t6 resist the enemy and prevent his
nedrer approach t6 New York. Far in-

{advancé of the maig body of Patmamy’s
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sany wad stationed its ¥ight wasgeunten: Monlecai Gist who first t his covws

these to

3 deland: the widest: trymen that they were eqoal
and moat practioabls of the three routes o;
Brooklyn. In this wiag is found a bateal.-

the sustain-
ment of such a conflict. :
. Even to the present day the people of

ion of Marylanders. Atdawn of day the: Long Island point out the scene of that

dense columns of the British .forces ad-
Yampoe upen the Ameriean lines. After
susuining for & time. the sttack of euperior
numbers, the left wing of the Americans
is Soroed to retreat, and soon the centre an-
der Sullivan also gives way. The British
advasce and occupy the grounds between
the American right wing and their en-
weachments. at Brooklyn ;—and there
stands Sterling’s little division atmost com-
pletely stirrounded by sm enemy of more
than five times its nombers. The only
chanee of escape is to ford n broad sad
dangerous creek always before considered

ble.
mt Comwallis’ regiments are fast ad-
vancing mpon them. Those iments
must be checled, or Sterling’s entire com-

mand are lost. All the rest are ordered to
make their retreat,~—~while a devoted
band of four bundred Marylanders, under

their brave leader, rush forward with fixed
bayonets upon the overwhelming forces of
Comwallis; Five times does this Spartan
band charge upoa the foe. Kach time the
Marylanders are foreed back by.the mena
weight of superior numbers. Anothex
and éven.more desperate is made—
and lo! the choice veterans of Cornwallia
are giving way, and vietory is almost won
where it was never hoped for. But at this
very mement, the brave Marylanders are
assailed by fiesh forces:in their rear, while
the Hessians, under De Heister, reinforce
Cornwallis in front. Outaumbered tea to
one, and attacked on all sides at once, they
attempt to esoape. _A perlion.are forced to
surrender ; but three companies, animated
by the. heroic example of their brave pom,
mander, cut their way through the thick
rauks of the enemy, swim the deep ereek
behind, and errive in safety upon the op-
posite bank. The valor of those four hug,
dred Marylanders has saved the rest of the
right wing—but it has been done at the
sacrifies of one-half of their own numbers,
The man who led those gallant Mary:
latiders upon. that eventful day, and who
#t last lion-like fought his way trium-
mﬂy through clouds of emcompassin,
was Major Mordecai Gint, of Balti»
move. County. It was the first time that
the American Continentals had dared to
teet in:the fleree enepunter of bayonets
the regulars of Great Britain—and it was

desperate struﬁgle, where Gist, with a few
hundred Marylanders, withstood, again and
again, the overwhelming shock of the
whole left wing of the British army. :

Shortly alterwards Gist was made a
Colonel, and in 1779 a Brigadier General.
At Germantown he was in the thickest of’
the fight; and on the disastrous field of
Camden it was Gist who stood side by side
with the noble De Kalb, and beld the ene-
my in check long after Gates with the rest
of the American forces had retreated from
the field. Lee, in his memoirs of the cam-
paigos of the South, says: * Rawdon
could not bring the brigade of Gist to re-
cede; bold was the pressure of the foe—
firm as a rock the resistance of Gist.”—
Here, as at Brooklyn, Gist’s command
formed a part of the right wing of the pat-
riot army, and here, as there, he was the
last.officer to retire from the field, and was
able to do so and-escape capture, only by
cutting his way, with a mere- handful of
devoted followeus, through the midst of the
enemy’s ranks. Had the rest of the army
displayed half the same gallantry as the
Marylanders, the battle of Camden, instead
of a'deteat, would have been one of the
most glorious victories of the American
arms. There fell the brave De Kalb, co-
vered with wounds, and his dying mo-
ments were spent in expressing his praise
of the noble Maryland regiments, and his
faidmirmion of Gist and fts other gallant of-

cers.

Among those officers, standing foremost
in every charge upon that bloody field, and
among the last to leave it, was another son
of Bahlimore County—and one, of whose
achievements on many other occasions, she
has just cause to be proud. 1 speak of the
gallant, the lion-hearted Howard. - :

John Eager Howard, was born in Bak
timore County, on the 4th of June, 1752.
At twenty-three years of age he joined the
American army as « Captam 'in the vegi-
ment ofCol. J. Caiville Hall, raised from
Baltimore and Harferd Counties. Seon
after, we find him-in the aymy of Washt
ington at the batde of White Plains. At
the battle of Glermantown, in the ‘dbssnce
of its Colonel, detained by sickness, the
youthful I::wl::‘d hhul aum:nd of his
regiment a sguin and aghin into
the thickest of the: fight:  He was with



Washington at Monmiouthi, with Glates it
Camden, with Greene st Guilford, Hob-
kirk’s Hill, apd Butaw—and st Cowpens;
though not first in command, was the most
prominent hero of the day. No Amer-
jean officer during those seven years’
:e:r was moreﬂ . freque_n;lly :ngaged in
conflicts with™ the enemy,
undp‘l:;‘enone were
merous acts of heroic daring. The distant
cannonade was not the kind of warfare
leasing to his ardent temiperament. He
ighted to meet the foe in the close en-
counter of crossed hayonets. At Camden,
Cowpens, Guilford, and FEutaw, he
gave evidences of his unequalled skill in
the use of that dangerous weapon. At
Camden, after Gates had fled from the
field, Howard at the head of his Regiment,
charged upon the ranks of the enemy,
drove them before him with his keen
bayonets, and was near retrieviog the for-
tunes of the day. At Cowpens, cheerin,
on his men, he rushed like a thunderbolt
upon the British Infantry while advancing
as if to certain victory. The shock was
terrible—the foe were unable to stand before
it. Tarlton’s best troops recoiled—fled—
and Howard stood master of the field. He
had charged without orders, and, as he
stood with the swords of seven British of-
ficers in his hands, whom he had just ta-
ken prisoners, Morgan rode up to hin and
said—** You bave done well, for you are
successful ; had you failed, I would have
shot you.”

After this victory at Cowpens, Gen.
Greene gave orders that the Maryland Line
should use the bayonet in every baule. At
Guilford these orders were nobly executed ;
and Howard, with his Marylaad bayonets,
again drave before him the choicest veter-
ans of the Brittsh army. At Eutaw, when
a large roﬂion of his army began to waver
and fall back, Greene ordered the Mary-
landers and Virginians to reserve their fire
and charge with the bayonet.

‘That desperate charge, made in the face
of a close and mmdm;r‘:; fire, decided the
fortune of the day. Howard’s regiment
was received by the “ Buffs,” a choice
Irish corps; and here was witnessed the
flercest encounter of that hard fought field.
Ranks mingled together ; bayoneis were
crossed ; and for a time, there was between
these two brave bands, the most hloody
hand to hand struggle. But the * Buffs ”’
were at last
Ureene rode up and complimented How-

performed more pu- &%

to give way. -General .

State of Maryland testified her apprecia-
tion of Col?r{!oward’a gallamt uxsm
thrice electiog him ber thuuor,' sxid
terwards twice sendi im to

her in the Senate of tll’g Utrited mSnm.—-
Gen. Washington invited him to a seat m
his Cebinet, as Secretary of War, which

high honor he magwanimeusly declined.
ring thhe war of 1812, Howard was
still living. When the British .army,

flushed with their easy victory at Bladens-
burg, were threatening an attack :}nn
Beltimore, some of the more timid of its
inhabitants proposed to purchase the safe-
ty of their property fronr impending de-
struction by au inglonous eapitulation.—
Howard answered the proposition indig-
nantly with a nse worthy of his own
character, and of lasting remembrance.—
I have,” said he, *“ as much property at
stake a8 most persons, and 1 have four
sonsin the field. But sooner would I see
my sons weltering in their blood, and my
property reduced to ashes, than so far dis~
grace the country.”
There was another of Baltimore Coun-
’s represeniatives in the armies of the
volution, whose name should .not be
forgotten. Though not born on her soil,
her%oad lived there from his earliest boy-
hood. Directly after the first news of the
conflict at Lexiogton, the commitiee of
safety of Baltimore, headed by its chair-
man, Mr. Purviance, took the bold resolu-
tion of forthwith arresting the British Gov-
ernor of Maryland, (Eden) then at An-
napolis. They looked sround for some
daring spirit, willing to execute their peril-
ous command, and found the agent whom
they sought, in the person of Samuel
Smith, then commander of one of thenew-
lz raised patriot companies. Capt. Smith,
then a youth of twenty-two, proceeded
at once to the execution of the orders of
the Commitiee. But these orders ‘were
disapproved by the ral committee of
the State, and Capt. Smith was erdered to
Nt';:lbto Bl:ltinore.h afier K
nt youth, soon sfier- promoted
to a Coloneley, won umfading laurels by



11
a8 noblé dafemce of Fort- Mifllin, the were obtained ; nor forget that we too have
mseven week’s siege, against the powerful an important Juty to perform, not only te

land and naval ferees of the British, seek-
ing to open the eommunication between
Philadelphia and the Atlantic. Heendur-
ed with Washington’s army the privations
of the winter’s camp at V orges and
-bis undaunted courage was displayed on
the fields of Brandywine and Monmouth.
+After the adoptien of the Federal Consti-
wation, he was frequently elected to repre-
sent his district in the national Congress;
-and, for the almost unexampled period of
stwenty-three years, filled with great dis-
tinction, the exalted position of Senator of
the: -United States from Maryland. In
1844, when the land snd naval forces of
Great Britain made-their attack upon Bal-
timore, General Smith was the command-
ing officer charged with the responsible

of its defence; and it was owing
-ehiefly to the prudence and firmness dis-
-played by him on that occasion, that the
-tavaders were repulsed, and the fair Mon-
-umental city saved from the same fate
‘which had just before befallen the Nation-

al Capital.

These eriot heroes. are now no more.
Gist, and Howard; and Smith, and the
other-gallant leaders of the old- Maryland
Line, have all gone, one by one, to their
final resting place. But the work which
- aided 10 accomplish still survives—
-Amesican Liberty, achieved by their valor
and consecrated by their blood, still blesses
their native land—the richest patrimony
-whieh they could . bequeath to their de-
-scendants. The sun which shines upon
us to-day, in all his course from ereation’s
.dawn, has never looked down upon a peo-
.ple like this, or a country as truly great
-and glorious as ours—

© ¢ Our Country! °tis a glorious land!
With broad arms stretch’d from shore to shors,
‘The proud Pacific chafes her strand,
She hears the dark Atlantic roar;
iAnd, crailed mid her ctustering hiils,
Bweet vales in dreamlike beauty hide,
‘Where love the air with music flils,
And calm content and peaceabide :
For plenty here her fuliness pours
Inrich profusion o’er the land,
And sent to seize her generous stores,
~ _ ‘There prowls no tyrant’s hirefing band.
Grent God! we thank thee for this home—
_ __This bounteous birth-land of the free;
- " WWhere wanderers from afar may come,
- And breatbe the air of Liberty !~
8till may her flowers untrampled spring,
Her harvests tave, her cities rise ;
And ye, till Time shail fold his wing,
Remain Earth’s loveliest paradiss !

‘While enjoying these priccless blessings,
" et us mever cease to remember with grati-
- tude-those through whose sacrifices they

ourselves and qur posterity, but to thie
whole human race. )

Of the whole habitable g!}obe, America
is the only spot where enlightened, consti-
uln;ionsl iberty-finds a secure dwelling
place.

Greece was once free, but the descend-
ants of the brave Athenian dcmocue{iue
now the degraded subjects of a ngr
Rome was once a t republic; but
centuries, all Italy Has been divided into
petty principalities, whose citizens have
never permitted to enjoy the smallest
degree of either civil or religious liberty.
France, towards the close of the last centu-
1y, planted the tree of freedom, but the am-
bition of Napoleon the Great soon uprooted
it from her soil. A few years ago, she agsin
E;)claimed herself a republic ; ‘but another

paparte is now her imperial master.

But America—ourown loved America—
still keeps burning, and as brightly as of
Kore, the sacred fires of Liberty kindled at
‘her altars by the patriot heroes of seveaty-
six, These fires are beacon lights to the
world—cheering the hopes of the oppress-
ed, animating their hearts—and giving
them courage to imitate our example.

Our gates have been opened wide to the
gilgrims of every clime; and our hands

ave been outstretched to welcome them
into this beautiful garden of Freedom, won
by the valor, and consecrated by the toil
and blood of our revolutionary sires, Its
fruits they bave been permitied freely to
enjoy in'common with ourselves. *
at is the duty of hospitality the only
one we have to perfform? He takes but a
circomseribed view of the destiny intended
for America, by an all-wise Providence,
who thinks it limited to so narrow a sphere.
Her mission is even far mare important.
The benefits which she is destined to con-
fer upon mankiud are of a nature far more
comprehensive and exalted.

It is impossible for all nations fo become
American citizens. Were we ever so wil-
ling t0 receive them, and our country ever
80 capable of mimaining them, it would
be physically impossible fcr them to make
one universal emigration to our shores.
But there is one great benefit which we
can confer upon every nation of the earth —
there js one great everlasting charity which
we have it in our power to extend to each
and all of them ; and this it is our duty to
do. We can, by our example, teach them
all the pathway to Freedom’s shrine.
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By goarding fiom every danger, foreigs fasner heard that mews with joy, and,
or meuic?‘o\n own {ibertics, Iﬂmp‘l:' abandoning his pm,adﬁddh:!diec-

seving as a sacred thing our own consti-
tution, we will show the capahility of man-
kind for seif-government, and thus prove
the fatisey of all former theories about the
“ divine rights #? of kings; while the con-
tinuance of our country’s unparalled pros-
perity will convince an admiring world
that s lt:ople can govern themeelves far
better than it can be done by a monarch
upon his throne. Thus America will hold
aloft a lamp, whose sun-like radiance will
jllumine every shore, and epable nations
hitherto in darkness, w0 see the deformities
of those

“ things o

Wilh fomta SF brase wmd foct of clay,»
whom they have been taught, for thousands
of years, 1o reverence and obey as Demi-
Gods especially delegated to rule them by
the will of the Almighty himself. Then
thrones will begia to totter ; and upon their
ruins will arise as in our own fair land, the
sacred altars of civil and religious liberty.
Then and thus, America will have accom-
plished her most important duty to herself
and to the world.

I have hefore spoken of the men of the
Revolution. But there was a more recent
struggle, scarcely less important to the in-
dependence of this Republic—

’ & A century had Briton held
The uident of the subject sea ;

And !l that ume, no eye beheld
Her fiag strike to an enemy.

« Her Navy bore her swelling fame,
Afar and near, triumphanty ;

And Britons claimed the proudest name—
The sov’reigns of (he trackliess sea.’

The attack of the Leopard upon the
American frigate Cheeapeake, the numer-
-ous aggressions of great Britain upon our
commerce, and her repeated exereises of
her alleged right of search, at length forced
‘our Republie to the choice of either making
& virtual surrender of her rights as an in-
‘dependent nation, or of engaging in anoth-
‘ér war with the powerful aggressor. -

Tn the early part of the year 1812, there
was a young man, a native of your own
County, industricusly engaged in carrying
on his agricultural pursuits, at the very
'Klsce where we are now aseembled. He

ad heard of the insults committed upon
his country’s flag, and his bold heart was
fired with indignation. Presently the news
came that Congress had at last resolved to
vindicate the national honor by an appeal
© arms. The young Baltimore County

‘fore, at Saratoga, Eutaw, and

the ul employmems in which he
hed enme(r, he sought and obtained
a commission in the army of his country.
In a few days afier his appointment as a
Ctt:’:’of Artillery, Nathan Towson bad
gatl around him om the spot where
yonder Church now smads, a brave band
of his fellow-countymen, whoss hearts
beat in sympathy with his own, and then
and there was organized that company
which soon afterwards carried terror into
the eneray’s ranks, ail along the Canada
frontier. War wes formally declared on
the 19th of June, 1812, snd six weeks af-
tarwards Towson wes already on bis march
northward to jein, with his company, the
second imewt of artillery, commanded
by Col. Winfield Scott.

I must pass over the other contests in
which he was honorably engaged ; the
night attack upon the Caledonia and De-
troit, two British veesels captured by the
heroism of Toweon and Elliott, from un-
der the very guns of Fort Erie ; hisservices
at Queenstown ; and his brave.defence of

‘Black Roek. I must pass over his gal-
‘lantry displayed at the capture of. Fort

George, at-the defence of Fort Erie and at
Btony Creek. Time will not allow me to

:speak of these portions of his history.

Bat there were two engagements during

‘that war whieh the pen of American his-

tory should every delight to record—for

‘they covered the Awmerican name with

gloty, and firet taught our vaunting ene-
my, that there stil existed among our
countrymen the same undavmted bravery
which they had displayed foriy years be-
orktown.

It was on the afternoon of a hot summer
day, the 5th of July, 1814, vpon an open
plain on the Canada shore, that the glori-
ous battle of Chippewa was fought. There
nineteen hundred Americans, under the
heroic Scott, met in close encounter, and
vanquished twenty-one hundred of the best
regulars of the British army. The only
artillery under Scott’s command, was the
company of Towson ; and throughout that
fierce engagement its gons pcured upon
the enemy’s ranks a constant storm of can-
ister, which mowed them down like grass,
and materially contributed to their final
defeat. :

General Wilkinson, writing an account
of this battle, says:

* A warm, close, and bloody eomflict of
small arms and field artillerty ensued, i
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which it was che good fortune of the gal- more; but his gailant achievments will not
Iant Towson 1o silence the enemy’s chief be forgotten. His native county will

bauery. The oblique attack of the artille-
1y, and the perpendicular fire of the Amer-
ican line, was insupportable ; and valorous
troops yielded the palm and retreated pre-
cipitately, leaving their killed and wound-

on the field. l-fere,n at Mioden, the fate
of the day was seitled by the artiliery ; and
the American Towson may deservedly be
ranked with the British Phillips, Drum-
mond, and Foy.”

Three weeks afterwards, amid the roar
and almost within the spray of the mighty
cataract of Niagara, was fought the me-
morable bale of Lundy’s Lane, except
Buena Vista, the bloodiest and most des-
m:‘e ever fought by an American army.

sunset vavil after midnight, the hos-
tile ranks were closely mingled together in
the murderous struggle, which left upon
the field, killed or wounded, nearly one-
fourth of their whole numbers. Among
the American foroes were found Brown
and Scott amd Ripley—and Jesup, Miller,
and Worth ; and there, 100, in the very
thickest of the fight, was the brave Tow-
son, pouring leaden death upon the foe,
from where a continued sheet of flame
marked the presenceof his artillery, knowa
then and ever afier as ““ Towson’s Light
House.” 'The official dispatch of the
commanding officer says: ‘ Towson’s
company was the &irst and last engeged,
and, during the whole conflict, maintained
that high character which they had pre-
viously won by their skill and valor.”
Both of his lieutenanmts, and twenty-seven
of his thirty-six men were either killed or
wounded upon the spot.

SP"“"&:{ his conduct upon another
occasion, eral Ripley said, “ I cannot
refrain from adverting to the manner in
which Ceptain Towson’s Artillery was
served ; I have never seen it equalled.
This officer has so distinguished himself,
that to say simply that he is in action, isa
volume of eulogium ; the army only to be
informed he is there, by a spontaneous as-
sent, are at once satisfied that he has per-
formed well his part. I bave no idea that
there is an Artillery officer 10 any service
superior to him in the knowledge and per-
formance of his duty.”

General Nathan Towson is now no

never cease to remember with pride that
his is one of the most glorious names whjch
ever adorned the rolls of the American
army.

The ceremony which you had assembled
to witness, has now heen performed. The
Corner Stone of the building has been laid;
and soon the edifice itself will rise towards
the Heavens, attracting, by the beauty of
its proportions and the simple tgnndem’ of
its walls, the admiring gaze of every trav-
eler along yonder highway. May it stand
for ages, in sunshine and in storm, firm
and uvoshaken as the hill in which its
foundations are planted; and may it ever
be pointed to as a temple of Justice!

nd now, standing upon this beautiful
eminence—where the purest breezes of
heaven delight to linger, and where Health
would seem to have chosen her favorite
heme—one, who is a stranger to the most
of yeu, but who cannot feel as if among
strangers, while lool‘x)i:f round upon scenes
familiar to his boyhood, and remembering,
that almost within view are his own bir
place and the graves of his parents—
standing here to-day and feeling as if once
more a citizen of his native county, he
would fain unite with you in offering sin-
cere thanks to Divine Providence for her
past prosperity,, and invoking in her behalf
the same auspicious favors for the future.
May you live long, but not long enough
to see your country disunited, or her Con-
stitution destroyed. May you be ever
prosperous, but never cease to remember
In your prosperity, the debt of gratitude
due to those by whose patriotic toils that
prosperity has been ohtained. May Free-
dom ever be yours, but never degenerate
into anarchy ; may wealth bless you, but
never corrupt ; may peace smile upon you,
but never enervaie; may no hostile inva-
der ever set foot within your borders; but
if such visitors should come, may you be
as prompt as your sires, to extend to them
the hospitalities of a North Point welcome.
Above all, may you and your posterity
to the remotest fenmlion. enjoy that
choicest of all earthly blessings—civir awp
RELIGIOUS LIBERTY PROTECTED BY JUST
LAWS WISELY AND IMPARTIALLY ADMINIS-
TERED.
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