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Def.‘- DOC. #2668 Exhe Not

Translated by
Defenso Languago Branch

INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL FCR THE FAR EAST

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, et al

ARAFXI, Sadao, et al

Sworn Deposition
Deponcnts OUCHI Yoshido
Having been duly sworn in accordance with the procedure
followed in my country, I do horcby denosec and say as

follows:

(1) I live at No, 1,234, 2-chome, Inage=-machi, Chiba-s"i
nt present,

(2) Sinee our landing at Woosung at the cnd of Scptomber,

1957 1 had taken part in the battles between Shanghai

and Fanking Areas as the Acting Commander of the 7th
Battery of the Sth Mountain Artillery Regiment of tho
2th Division in the Bxpcditionary Force to Shanghai. At
that time, my rank was 2nd Licutonant of Artillery.

(3) Cur regiment asssmblecd in the vicinity of an air-ficld
west of Shanghail aftor crossing over the Soochow River
about the 3rd November of the samo year.

That area was rathor devastated owing to cannonado

.
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and bombing. Our regimecnt was then still in battle
position and tho military disciplinoe was maintained with
grcat strictnoss and scverity.

At that rendezvous, wo were given to following

instruction by tho Chicf of Staff: "As your regiment

will be sent oresently to the zone wherc various forcign

rights and interosts eoxist, eonch commander wught to have
his men strictly at his command and to endeavour for
the maintenance of the military discipline.”

I then gave my men a caution in ordor that tho
above instruction might be thoroughly understoed by them
and thore was no onc undcr my command who violated tho
discipline at the rondezvous and its wvicinity.

((4) Thero wers scveral women romaining in a village
(the name of it was forgotten) over against tho
rendozvous, so the stepping into the area was strictly
forbiddon.

Theroupon, onc night, red and grecen signal sholls
were shot up from within the village and then the showodr
of onemy's shells were pourod down on the quarters of
our unit.

So wo scarched all through the village on the followe
ing morning, but we could not find oven a singlo mag.

Accordingly, we thought it ,necessary hencoforth to takno
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striect precautions cveD against 2 womane

(5) About l4th November in the same yenr, Our unit

advancod 2as 10 fiprst=line troop by the ordor to advance

to Soochow and we scarcoly met enomy resistance till we

got theroc. Somo villagos along the rond to Soochow

wore for the most part roduced to ashos, fow houses

had the roof left ~rnd therewerc no inhabitants to bo

sgen in these villages.

As our unit advanced at tho heo~d, we never could

such destruction had

have dono such violenco and 1 knew

beon done by tho Chinoso troops f° they bogan to retroat,

I strictly prohibited incineration of housos and

looting both for the Chinese people and for tho Japnneso

troops coming atter and perhaps owing tO that order,

thers wore much satisfactory results without any

accident brought aboute.

+th no resistanco Or the ens2my,

(6) We ontered Soochow Wi

e not destructed 2t a1l except o slight

so tho strecets wer

damags by anir-bombinge

In this town also the removnl of goods Dy individuel

soldiers was prohibited and the prevnaration for recquisl-

tion was being conducted by intendence of ficers but as

our unit was ordared to advance wostwards about 17¢h of

November, the said roquisition was not exccuted, nnd nll
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the soldiors were marching cven with their rationed

food coxcd in their mrsstinss.

'(7) Wo encountored a fierce resistance of the enemy

in the mountninecous zone around 30 kilometres east of
Nanking and the snid zone was so well prepared and

do fended by the Chinese troop who had becn spocially
trnined ngainst the Jdapanese army as the hypothetical =n
enemy, thnt their resistance to us was nevor so ficrcely
made .

Cur unit wesadvancing agnin at tho hoad and all
the Japanese troops werc obligcd to bivouac, as the
houses to be used for their quarters in this vicinlty
had becn all burnt down by Chinesoc troopse.

8- * Then we received an oral order as follows:

"The aim and object for advance of our troops 1s
tho wnll of Nanking and as regards the cntry into tho
city, you shall have another order.

We marched into the Air-decfonee School outside of
the Kwanghunmen at dnwn on the 9th of Docomber aftor
succoss ive despeoratc fighting and we found that lots
of houses had been destructod and deoevastated to obstruct
our ndvancce Bspecinlly those houscs in the viecinity
of the air-ficld wore burnt down by incondinrisme.

Above =stated dastruction was surely made by the
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(6 ) 2R 5 Tt G TR - -4 &
Chineso troop, a8 thore was no Japnnesec troops thant marched

ahend of use.

(90 On tho night of 9th in Decomdber there was transmittec
to us the order stating that if the omemy would not sur®
render at noon the following day (10 Doec), we should attac
on the City of Nanking and at ths same time we wereo given
the following restriction and cauticn,

1. As the City of Nanking is the capital of the Ropublic
of China you should take care not te sond your shells
so far ns to fall within the city though it is allowed
to bombard the enemy on the walle.

Take particular care not to drop your shells upon tho
foreign rights and intorests and the refugce quarters
in the city. (I had the map of the City of Nanking
then but I have not it now with me and there are none
remairin: in the First Domobilization Burenu nas they
were daestroyed by fire.)
At the nbove mentioned order I racked my brain from
from the technical point of view of firing but fortunate i
I could nttanin the purpose as it wns mentioned in the order
(10) Our anttack on Nanking was launched at about 2 o'clock
on 10, December and ws captured the wall of the Kwanghuamen
but it was not permitted to onter the city and only the

military police as well as some small units cntercd tharoe.
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On thnt day, near the wall was a burnt body of =
man of unknown nationality; 1t was still brenthing faintly.

On sceing this, Major Haga, our Battalion Commandecr,
was enraged and gave us a strict order to find ocut the
offender, s0 1 also stopped the proparantion for fighting,
nsgembled my men, gave a warning and investigated the
criminnl, but thore was no offendor among the men under
my command,

The surgeon who inspected the corpsfdecidad that |7
secemed to have bsen committed at least ten hours before =
prior te our gntry into the city, and that a Japanese
soldier must have beoen captured by the Chinese troops,
who had burnt him to donth,

Qur unit turned back to Tangsuichen during that nir

{(12) We ontered into the City of Nanking on 15th of

Decemboer and lodged soveral divs nt the Chinese barrncks,
whore each unit mounted guerd and all the scoldiers wore
prohibited to go out; so none eof them went out of ths
barracks excopt officers on official duty. And it was
s0 with all tho units in our divisione Conscquently,
thore wns not a single criminal, who was charged of an
illegal action.

An officor, a friend of minc, told me that thsre

seoemod to have been many rofugess in the refugee quarters,
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but §t was guarded by the military police: so even an
officor, not to spoak of a priveate, was not vermitteod to
enter thore,

I saw a great deal. of Chinose army equipments wero
thrown away in discrdor on the strects when I went thaere
on nfficial duty, but I did not find out any fire-
disester oxcept some ruins of small fires nnd the street

were almost safe from dostruction,

I saw a few corpsof of Chines~ soldiesrs nt the aren
G
along the Yangtem River, but never Pouni“corpso which
was maasacare(,
p'

(12 We turnsed back eastward on around 20th of Decomber.

On this 29 day of Sept., 1947

At Tokyo
Deponont /S/ OUCHI Yoshihidoe (sonl)

I, KAMISHIRO Takuzen, heroby cortify that the above
strtement was sworn by the Deponont, who affixnd his signaturc
and seal thereto in the presence o® this witness.

On the same date, at the samec plﬁce

Witnesss /8/ KAMISHIRO Takuzen (seal,

OATH
In acecordance with my conscicnce I swear to tell tho

whola truth withholding nothing and adding nothing.

7

/8/ OUCEI Yoshihido (sonl)




