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ARAKI, Sadao, et al

Sworn Deposition (irenslevion)
Depeonent ; ~« SAITO, Yoshle
Havigg first duly sworan an eath as on attached sheet and

- in aeccgrdange with thg procedura followed in my €ountry I hereby

depose as rgllfa,

5 Y’Phie saito, under oath testify the follewing facts:

I was born in 1880, and live in Shoto, Shibuyy2+lku, Tokyo-to,
Aftey graduating from the Takyo Imperial University, ¥ éntered
- the Foreign Offite, was atatigned na'diplamattc and® eonsular
attaehe in Fekin end Tientsin, China, became Secretary of "mbassy
in Tashington under Ambassador Shidehara, became Director of the
Rureau of Commewrcial Affairs Of the Forelgn Office; after resigning
in 1926, T Yeearme a Director Of the South Manchurian Rallway Co.,
Lta., in July*lSéi. upon formatiOn of the Koneye cabinet, at the
request of Fopeign Vinister Matsuoka Y became adviser to the
Foreign Office and held that position until I resigned in July 1¢41,
1, I was on intimate tewms with Vi, ¥atsueka for 30 yesrsg;at
o
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the time of the concluamion of the Tripartite Pact among Japan,

Germany and Italy, as advisor to the Forelgn Of fice I stayed day
and night at the private residence of Forelgn Winister Matsuoka
where the negotiations were taking place, and throughout the entlre
period I was reébnsible for the technical side of the negotiations
concerning this pack. Due to this, I am comparatively accurately
informed regarding the ideals, and motives on the Jaranese side
which led to the conclusion of the pac%, and the circustances
concerning the conclusion of the pace.

2. Before entering into details I would like to testify as
to Mr. Matsuoka's general idea concerning the method to bring
about peace throughout the entire world. Mr, Matsuoka was of the
opinion thaé it was impossible to establish world peace through
the power of the League of Nations, and he considered a separate
formula was necessary; this he often spoke of before he became
Foreign Minister, When Mr, Matsuoka was Pré&sident of the South
Yanchurian Rallway Co,, and when I was advisor to the S M R, I
once called on him at his villa at Gotemba concernlihg company
business, he spoke as follows after finishing the company businessg

"The world is too large. Races, natiomal sentliments and
policies are different, and the past 1ldeas of establishing world
peace through a centralized and unique organ 1ls a mlstake when
dealing with such a world. For this, I can think of no better

method than that friendly nelghbouring countiies with mutual
interests should form a union, then a larger union should be formed

among these unions, and among these larger unlons peaceful relations
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should be eatablished, and inally this should be epread through

the world, Should I become Forelgwm Ministas, T intend to

realize this idea., However, this will not be easy, and sufficent

study must be made of the problems. I would like you to think

about it."
When I met him again at Gotenba, in the spring of 1037, as

T recall Mr, Matsuoka sald:

"well, have you studied my 1dea? A union including Japan,
Manchuria and China and their neighbouring countries must be

formed, However, unfortunately, this cannot be hoped for

considering the present situation of 1eng~standing disputes

between Japen and China. So, 1, as President of the SMR and as

a man with many Chinese friends, am 1in a good positien to take
steps to further Sino-Japanese peace as a private individual,
and T should like to go to China some day soon and see what can
be done. Therefore, T wish to request you to go to China, 2.a
make thorough observations on the situation.”

T had been stUdying Chinese affairs for many years, and
aince T considered this my life-work, I went to Chinaz 'in |

accordance with Mr. Matsuoka's suggestion with great pleasure.

The reason why Mr. Maztsuok- said that Japan should for

L

union with the oSast Asiatic zcountrles was =

often told me, Because be thought that these

-
X &

-

neighbours with similar races, and both fromg “historic and -
% | .

realistic view-point, are as closely related P COg8 in a ma chives
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therefore these countries could comparatively easlly eonstruct
a pew order on the basis of mutual interes®s, Then the reason
far his urgent desire to solve Sinoe=Japanese conflicts was not
only in order to realize Sinoe~Japanese economlie Collaboration,
but also beeause he considered it was absolutely necessary for
the construction of an st Asiatic new order as one stage
toward world pesace.
3., After VMr, Matsuoka resigned his rost as President of the

S M R, in March 1039 for a time he 1lived a’leisure” - 1ife, and
during this period he spoke to me from time to time of Rhils
apidion eoneerning inter-states unipns 2s & metlod of establish-
1F§ world peace. TITn July 1940 when he became Foreign Ministe®p
he made me an advisor to the Porelgn Office, and he gave much
thought to the method to be taken to establish world peace.
Mr. Matsuoka decided te conclude the Tripartite Pact in Augus*
1940 whan he recelved a telegram from Ambagsador Xurvsu so°
that Mr. Stahmer had left Germany for Japan. His motives were.
(1) to realize his above-maptipgged concerning the establishment

laorddepeace,

solve the China Incident.

ic methods due to the extremely strong American
and no other method could be found,

o ¢ircumstances behind.his dicision, and this T

- 3%
%
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was told by Mr. Matsuoka two er three days after the negotia-~
tions were begun cencerning the cenclusion of the pact,

4, PFirst, on the centent ef Mr. Matsuoka's ideg for
establishing world peace, T have already given a reugh idea,
Mr. Matsuoka considered, asecordipg to what he told me that 1t
was rneoessary first of all to corstruct an inter-states union
in the -iast based on the mptual interests of the various countires.
The area to be ccvered by thig inter-state union was te be
decided in accordapece wi th the attitude taken by the countries
cpncerned, and Mr, Matsuoka's ideal was that Japan, Manchuria
¢#;d China shquld form the pere, and that it should include
the whole of Bast Aslia. Moreover, if interests identiecal to
the mutual 1nterests qf Wast Asia, forming the basis of this

inter-state union, sheuld exist in other parts, these countries

should of course jioin the union~~ thils was Mr, Vatsuoka's

opinion. The meanings of mutual interests are too broad to b-

defined in one word; but, for example, one of the 1deas was
dconomlc co-existence and co-prosperity. Mr. Matsuoka thought
that all the treasure lands of the Bast Asiatic countries

were elther the colonles of the RTuropean and American Powers
or else were of a semi-colonial nature, and in cases where the
territorial er colonial rolicics of the Turopeman and American
Powers dld not necesarily coincide with the interests of the
Fast Aslatic countries themselves, then it was to the mutual
interest of Past Aslatic countries that these policies should

be appropriately modified. TIn other words, Mr. Matsuoka thought
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that amendment of the policies of these Buropean and American
countries to a certain extent had to be asked 1f the new ordef
in wast Asia should really be established. However, Mr.
Vatsuoka never told me that it was 1lnevitable that the ®Ruropean
and American Powers would have to be excluded in order to
construct the wast Asiatic new order. Surely, the Turopean and
American Powers with territory in Asia would not utterly opp©se
some changes 1In their policles 1f this was to the beneflt of the
inhabitants of the territory and also to the benefit of world
peace, Mr, Natsuoka's thought was that, ceven 1f these <changes
could not take place rapidly, it was not impossible to meke
gradual changes after due discussions, At the time of the
conclusion aof the Tripartlite Pact, Mr.,Matsuoka 4id not have the
intention of using force in order to improve this situation,

He was not so vain as to suppose that Japan had so much act»al

strength.

The flrst time this 1ldea of an Wast Aslatic new order wor
announced to the public was in the preamble to the Tripartite
Pact. In it it reads:

"The Government of Japan, Germany and Italy, considering it

as the conditlior precedecnt of any lasting peace that all

nations of the world be given each its own proper place,

have decided to stand by and to eo-operate with one another

in regard to their efforts in Oreater wast Asia and the

reglens ef Turope wherever it is their prime purpsse to
_ . . .

establish and maigtaipg a pew grder ¢f thihgs calemlated to
« 8 =
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(@'romote matual prosperity and welfare of the peorle
concerned., Furthermore it is the deslire of the three
Government tb extend co-operation to such nations in obtler
spheres of the world as may be inclined to put forth
endeavours along lines similar to thelr own in order that
their ultimate aspirations for world peace may thus be
realized”

This ™nglish text was written and proposed personally by ¥r.
Matsuoka, and Gernran side did only accept 1it,.

As such was what happened, leaving agide the question of

how Germany and Ttaly regarded the Triparite Pact. Japan was

firmly convinced that it was one way to establish world peace.
*he so-called "new order in Rast Asia® referred to in this
pact indicated the situation whloh would be breught about once
the peaceful region in Tast Asia wa® established.

8§, The second Japanese motive for concluvding the Tripart:
pact was the Chinese question, To say the truth, Japan was
greatly troubled by the Chinese question, At that time, Japan
was werried over her extraordinary increase in population, arnd
there was no solution except the epoouragement of imdustry.
Therefore, Japan thought that on Sino-Japanese economic
collaboration depended the very existence of the nation.
However, due to the {rresponsible antieJapanese movement in China,
many difficultics were ereated to prevent its reallization, in
addition te the Japanese vested interests were violated, and the

lives and prepertixof Japanese residents in Chlina were ~.
- 6 ®
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eontinuously threatened.

fven after the China Incident oroke out in July 1%7,
Japan intended to withdraw her forces as soon a4 possible.
For example, an order was issued to the Shanghal mxpeditionary
Forces (which later became the China EFxpeditionary Forces) not
to advance beyond the Soo-chow River, which flows through
Shanghai, and also that permanent measures should not be taken
in the Shanghai area. (this order was issued in or about August
1937). The reason why this order was not strictly obeyed was
because Chinese resistance was so strong that Japanese forces
could not halt at this. line.

In this way, after the Japanese Army occupied vanking, and
after further advences were made, the situation eontinued to
deteriorate. Therefore Japan wes in a hurry to end the China
Incident, and turned to various measures. The statement that
no dealings would be made with Chiang Kai-shek, the prp
ment of the three Konoye principles, the emergence of !
Chingwei, all these measures were taken for this purpo
the other hand, Japan earneétly desired to open direct
doscussicns wbth General Chlang Kai-.-'Shekon the entlre pe
question, and military personnel, diplomats and private ejpertc
on Chigese affairs who were thpught to have formerly beey W
familiar terms with the Chiang;KaifShskelique took every ;3

¢

available step, unfortunately all of them ended 1n failur(;

Althpugh there may have beem ma@y reasons fer the fallure;, Jagan
' §
considered that at the time America, Britain and other goun-

tries wholely sympathized with China, and did geot hesitage to
o ¥V =
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offer sonceete and abstract assistance. By obtaining Anglo-
American assistance, General Chiang Knisspfﬂmaintained his
position and did not shift one tota his thorough anti-Taranese€
policy, this was thought to be the main reason on the Japanese
side: To be frank, Mr., Matsuoka and others on the Japanese side
thought that it was the intention of America and Britain to

have General Chlang Kai+shﬁkb1tterly0p;oae Japan, and then
taking advantage of the weakening of Japarese strength, to
overpower Japan by force. Therefore, on one hand, facing Jgpan,
they argued that peace was profitable, and repeated strong
protests based on the stipulations of treaties were made, on the
other hand, teward General Chlang ng.?pe% material and moral
support was given, and efforts were made to prolong, as long as
possible, the Sino~Japanese armed confict--this was considdred
to be the Anglo~American policy vis-a-vis Japan. Setting aside
the question of whether this opinion was false or nrot, "r.
vatsuoka believed in view of this situation that Japen's powe:
would necessarily have to be strenghened by allying herself with
other Pawers in order to settle the Chinese question. By doing
so, America and Britain could be checked and their polilcey
toward Japan would be changed, thus leading to the early
solution of Sino-Japanese questions. This was one of the motives

leading to the conclusion of the Tripartite Pact.
6. The third reason why Mr, Matsuoka was forced to

eonclude the Tripartite Pact was the so-called A B C encircle-

ment praoblems, Among these, Mr. Matsuoka was most concerned over




pDPF, DOC, #1592

the American attitude. At that time, Ameriea, Bratain and

and formed the so-called A B C encirclement
1em

China combined

front, and planned to crush weak Japan-~-this was the prob

which caused endless concern to the Government ard the peorle

of Japan, Setting aside the question of whether Americg and

Britain actually had this 1dez in mind, the pressure put by

these 3 Powers on Japan actually increé§d daily, and unless SOme

means were found to break through the encirclement, Japan wonld

be faced with the danger of extinction--this was the opinion

held by Mr. Matsuoka and many other informed Japanese at that

time. Mr. Matsuoka was constantly bothered by this problem, and

continuously worried about how 1t gould e possible to dissolve

this encirclement. W®speclally, the fact that America concentrated

the larger part of her navy-~the largest in the world--in the

pacific greatly gimulated Japanesé feeling as 1t was cons idr -G

to be a threat by force. Agaln, the rumour that America

possessed bases 1n Australia, New Zealand, India, Burma, etcC.

and the American naval vessels would in the near future enter

Singapore, was becoming stronger from day to day. Therefore,

Mr. Matsuoka and many other informed Japanese becoming inc-

reasing worried over the danger that Japan would soon be

attacked by the comblned AngloeAmerican forces. On the other

hand, America abrogated the Japanese~American Treaty of Commerece

and Navigation of 1911, and trade with Japan was in reallty

extremelw Curtailed, thus causing Japan to suffer under military

and co§ »rclal pressure. Mr. Matsuoka was constantly concerned
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over this, and one day sald to mes

"1f Japan and America should ever go to war, it wonld be

most unfortunate for Japan, and it would inevitably have

the most disasterous results for Japan., Not only that,
but the culture of the human race would be completely
destroyed, and the world would become darkened. TO

preve~t this 1s something that I, as Forelgn Minister,

cannot forget even in my dreams.,"”

¥r. Matsuoka day and night studied measures concerning

this problem. In fact, Nr. Matsuoka often told me:
"Tf 1t were possible to dissolve America's high-

pressure policy, the problemsg ©f Japen, Americarand

Rritain, and the Sino-Japanese problem would be natuvrally

easy to solve. Moreover, 1f this were realiZed, 1t might

even be possible for Japan to take a step forward, anc

could alone, or together with the Soviet ™mion, act
arbitretor in the Anglo-German war. However, since
American policy 1is so high-handed, Japan cannot Oppocse
America single-handed with her own power, 380 Japan must
shake hands with some other strong Powers.,"

To express what Mr. Matsuoka told me then in a simple

way, the countires he had in mind by saying to shake hands with

some Powers were the Sovietb "nion gnd Germanjx However, toO
combine with the Soviet Union would probably irritate America,

and 15 was certain that the Soviet Unilon would immediately

refuse Japan's proposal to shake hands with her., So, Mr. Matsuoka

1 - 30 =
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reached the conclusion that there was no other mesure for the
time being but to associate with Germany.

7. Another motive beslides the above-mentioned three which

Mr. Matsuoka had in concluding the Tripartite Pact was to
attempt to adjust Russo=-Japanese relations through the good
offices of Germany. At the time, although there dld exist a
smagll dark could over Soviet-German relations, at any rate they
were on friendly terms. So Mr. Matsuoka thought to shake hands
with the Soviet ™mion by utilizing, if possible, Germany after
associating with her. Mr., Matsuoka thought of shaking hands
with the Soviet Union for a considerably long time, When
Mr, Matsuoka was President of the S M R he said to me:
"T was a great favorite of Count Shimpei Goto who was =
well-known Russophlile and made all sorts of efforts to
realize a Japanese Soviet rapproachment. Reeently, he nas
gone himself to Russia and carried on negotiations, 7T
believe that I myself am responsible for making Count
Goto a Pussophile. In this wy, my pro~Sovietism 1is
considerably o0ld, and now that I have become Presildent
of the S MR, I am even more impressed by the necessity."
In this manner, he based his opinion on the actual
conditions- 4~ fapfny and wentt cn to discusscworld~cocurrents,. -. .,
speakﬁpf ida lngaoitfteylo'&sovlet-Jgpnnélp'friendahipa =
Long after that, when he returned from hils trip. to Turope
in 1941, he spoke to me of the events which oecurred on hils

departure from Moscow where he had stayed and sadd:




"vr, Stalin came to the station to see me off. Both Soviet
officials and Ambassador Tatekawa £ssured me thet this

was without precedent. He appesred to be sincerely
reluctant to say goodbye to me, and when Y was about to

leave he hugged me and kissed me very herd. And he said

to me, "The Pussian race is not a Furopean race. They

are real Asiatics. Since they are both Aslatics, ahlfldn't

Japan and the Soviet Union be good friends?!' So T tRought

utilizing this oprortunity to delay my departure, andjcarry
on further negotliations concerning Soviect-Japanese
friendly relations beyond the Sovliet-Japanese Neutralify

Pact. However, since arrangements had been made on aff

to follow my return to Japan, I thought that to postpone

my retum would have a dellicate effect on the internationkl
situation, So I reconsidered, and thought that I

could r£gain come at some appropriate time . "

At the time, since 1t was urgent for Japan to scttle th-
Chindse Guestion, as memtioned above,and the Soviet Tnion

had a important influence on this question, 1f frlendly relat. -:
could be established with the Soviet Union, 1t would naturally

minister to the solution of the question. From this view-
point also, it was neeessary to epthblish Soviet-Japanese

friendly relations. Mr., Matsuocka omce sald to me:

"ohe China Incident is less a problem having to do with
Cth?Chtha; than it 1s a problem conceming Ameriea apd the

Soviet mion."

Frem this view-point, Mr, Matsuoka attempted to reallZe

his ocherishe# plan to establish SovieteJapanese friendship by
| - 12 -
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shaking hands with Germany, a2nd utilizing her good offlices.

This was also one of the ﬁ%ives behind the conclusion of the

Tripartite Pact, In addition, Mr. Stahmer told Mr. Matsuoka
at the eenclusion of the Tripartite Pact that Germany was
prepared to act as intermediary.

8., As stated abnve, the Tripartite Pact was not conclufed
in preparation for war, However, since an assoclatlion was
farméd with Germary and YItaly then actually at wap with
™gland, Mr, Matsuoka was aware of the danger of Japan belng

,florced against her will into the war by Germany and Italy
notwithstanding Japan's desire not to enter the war., So, he
thought of making reservaticns at the Qery beginning of the
negotiations concerning the conclusion of the Tripartite Pact,
and mede two reservations in connection with the negotiations, ¢
e was that Japan would remain outside of the war waged by
germany and Italy against Britain, and the secopd was that the
Turopean War would be prevented from spreading to America and
rast Aslia, Mr, Matsuoka told both Mr. 0Ott and Mr. Stahmer at
the beginning of the negotiations that Japan considered that
the most important mission of the Tripartite Pact was to
establish peace throughout ®est Asia, therefore, Japan should
not be forced intoc the Angl-o-German war because of the Pact,
énd a German guarantee on this point was desirable.

He demanded that the following two points be promised:

(1) Germany would ncot interfere in the political guestinns

of Wast Asia, and Jaran would not interfere in the political
v 13 =«
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questims of Turope;
(2 The Furopean war should be carried on by Germany and
Ttaly alone and Japan's aid should nct be sought, on the
other hand, the military operations against China would be
carried sut by Japan alone and Germany's aid would nct be
sought.
The German side immedistely agreed to this, Concerning the
policy of improving the relations with the United Stetes and

of preventing America from entering the war, agreement was
In the summer of 1941, the Soviet-lLermen wor Jroke out, and
reached almost in the same procedure.hghorty thereafter Mr. Ott

brought Ribbentrop's personal me~Sage to Mr, Matsuoka, which I
also saw and read at that time. This was a falrly short note;
one sheet typed in German, but 1its contents were very important.
Tts point was that Japan should speedily attack the Soviet

™ion from the rear. Itsp wording was impolite, and to the point,
moreover its eontents were in violation of the promises glven

at the time of the conclusion of the Tripértite Pact. When Vv,

vatsuoka saw it _he was very angry, and utterly declined tc

}
give any consideration to the proposal as it was in contraventlion
to the mutual understandings exchanged at the time of the
Tripartite Pact. Another thing, after Mr. Matsuoka had returned
from hid trip to Germany and the Soviet Union; I asked Mr,
Matsuoka about the information I had received that he had been
advised by Hitler and ReVYentrop to attack Singapore. To this

Mr. Matsuocka replliedgs
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nphere was such talk. I was Forelgn Iimister, and not one
of the Service Ministers. So no matter how earnestly this was
recommended to me, 1 was not in a position to assent to the
preposal. NMoreover, concerning the use of armed foree by Japan
to further the develépment cof the Furorean war, reservations
were madc at the time of the conclusion of the Tripartite Pact,
Whether Japan should attack Singapore or not was a matter
concerning which Germeny had not right to say anything. 1 am
absolutely oprosged to conquest. As you know,my motto 1s non-
comquest, non-aggression, non-exploitation., I d41d modify my

words. TFor example, I said that if Jaren were to be presented

with a chance that came only once in - thousand years, Japan

would fight. I also said tle t if Japap were to fight, the
sooner the better. This was only because I wished to prevent
further conversation on the same line. However, I did nact ma@d
any promise with reference to an attack on Singapcreg not 4ic 1
say anything to commit myself, so you needn't worry."”

6. At the time of the conclusion of the pact Mr, Matsucka

said to me:
"phe Tripartite Pact may tempopeilly worsen Japanese-
1= ot pgmertean. redations, and may lead tc a very dar€ rphenomenon,
If half a,year,vhowater its darlmess will fade, and world

peace will be more firmly established. I must pour all

my wits and abilities into it for this object. I do nct

even dream of fighting with America, and I must not 4o "

Again Mr, Matsuoka had often declared in the Diet that
e 18 «
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the Tripartite Pact was & means t® the eatablishment of world
peace. The following haprened at the time of the 2nd ¥onoye
Cabinet. The question of Japanese-American hegotlations was
put before a Cabinet meeting, and I was instincted to be present
at the conference. Whardilie Home ¥inister, Baron Kiichiro
Hiranume spoke in detall for about 30 minutes opposing war from
all angles, and sald that Japan must not flght for any reason
whatsoever. All of the other Ministers remained sileat. Only
Vr. Mgtsuoka spoke and saids
"T agree with Baron Hiranuma. War must Dbe avoided at all
costs." That day after Mr, Matsuoka returneéd to the Forelgn
of fice he said to me in the Minister's office:
"T am in entire agreement with what Baren Hiranuma had to
say today. The very fact that Baron Hiranuma, who 1s
usually sitent, should have spoken in detail against war
must have been betause the importance of the matter, ane
because he came prepa t;7 o deerly impress all the Ministevrs
with a thoreugh sentim@%ﬁiagainst war, Coming from hils
mouth, anti-war opinion carries much mors weight than 1if
1t were voiced by someone else.”

10. Since Mr. Matsucka was well aware that the conclusisn
of the Tripartite Pact might greatly lrritate Ameriean nerves, he
pald much attcntffio this point. He repeatedly persuaded
Admiral Nomura, who was reluctant, to finhally accept the post of

Ambassador to America, and this was because he considered as T

¢ 18 =
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that the post must be given to 2 man who would Dbe

heard from him

welcomed in America, and that Admiral Nomura was the best

person. TO this 2dmiral Nomura he begged that all efforts be made

to improve Japanese~-American relations. Again, for the same

purpose he tried to dispatch Count Kabayama, who had many frienda

in America, to America. He tried to disPateh Mr. Toyohlko

Fagawa, &n pmerican-type misslonary who was considdred to have

the best comprehension of America, to the United tates. He was

very polite in his conversations with Ambassador Grew. (ne day

(the date I have forgotten) after Ambassador Grew had returned,

T asked Vr, vatsuoka how the conversaticns went oz, Mr Vatsuoka

snswered:

"Recently conversation have CLecone somewhat difficult.

+ ~
\J

Although the policy of giving absclute 1mportance =

Japanese-American friendshilp has not changed, at a time 1iko

this when the situation is critilcal, unless a strong

sttitude is shown, it can have no effect. At the same timec,

1f the other party is angered, it will be disaterous, anc tc

maintain 2 proper balanee 1s difficult, So I was very

careful ip choosing my words."
At the end ef 194@ Vr, steinhardt, the American Ambassador

and

to Russia, passed through Japan On his way to his post,

saw Mr. Matsuoka. At this meeting, Mr. Matsuoka spoke at

great length of Japamr's diffiocult positien, and the necesslity of

Japanese-American friendship. Later in 19041, when Mr. Matsuoka

t~ visit Puasia, Germany and Italy, he repeated
- 17 » |
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s to Mr. Steinhardt in Moscow and consulted

éimilar sentiment
~n the means tO attain Japanese=American friendship. This

him

T learned from vr. Matsuoka. Before his journey to Rurope, he

told me ¢
nyy journey to rurope is, on the surface, in order to visit

the Soviet Tmion, Germany and Iraly, but hardly anyone

lmows - that my hidicn masion 1s to adjust relatirns with

soviet and pmerica." At this time, he had already preparec

and kept hidden a Aapaft of the Japanese-Soviet Neutrallity

rreaty, and was prepered for negotiations with America. ©On hils

departure he sa ids

"T intend to cut as short as rossible my sogourn in Europe

and then go to America. T intend to indicate Japan's actual

situation and a concrete draft of the basis of a Japanases

American understanding, and by negotiating directly with

the Secretary of State to endeavour to improve Japaneses

American relations "

On another oecasion he sald:
&

"It is regrecyple that American sentimant towards Jepan

grown greatly tense owing to the Tripartlte pact. However,

this T anticipated at the time of the eonslusion of the Ppact.

rut this situation must not be neglected. I must go to

America at any ccst, and after directly bearing from the

authorities America's re=l intentions, I must take appropr ~%

measures "

So I spoke of my opin.on and salds
- 18 =
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ngince I believe that the tension cof Amerilcan sentiment toward
Japan is due tO the Tripartite Pact and the Chinese guestion, if
a Japanese-American understanding is to be mede possible,
something must be cone about the Tripartite Pact. The entire
withdrawal of trocps from China must also be Considered. If

these two things are rossible, 1 think the other questlions are

secondary.”
mo this Mr. Matsuoka replieds
"T agree entirely. 'As you well know, the Tripartite Pact is not

for the purpose of waging war. 1f such a situation should be
created that Japan might be forced ints war, the way of thinking
concerning the Tripartite Fact must be fundamentally changed.

1f a paect aimed at preserving Japan should bec~me a pect leading
to the destruction of Japan, drastic measures will have tc be
taken against the pact. Concerning the whole-acale withdrawal
from China. 1f ome were to advocate that at the present momer
1+ would not pass in Japan. In any case, I must first of =11
directly negotiate with the American authorities.”

Then T asked:

"Have you confidence in your ability tc tnfluence America If vou
were to go there?®

vr, Matsuoka answered:

"t pelieve sc, Americans do not indulge in intrigues nor in plots.
They are fair and Ao not happer themselves with what hgs passed or
with barren logie. The reascm why Ameriean diplomacy has always

been so clear, is because of this. 1f I were to go apd adequately




explain Japan's true intenticns, and dem-nstrate Japan's

sincerity, al1though it may be di fficult t» alter American

opinion at ©one strcke, I do not think 1t impeossible. For

this, Jepan ~ust necessarily make great concessi~ns, and

1 have prepared my Own Apaft."

At that time in Amerigsa, v, vatsuoke was lookeC on in an

extremely unfavoranle 1ient, and in my opinion I thovght it

might be better 1f some nc cilte were to gO, bus Mr. Matsuoka was

confident that 1f he were tc go himself there weas hope that

Tapanese-American negotiatlions would bé successful, Mr. Matsucka

was cared for by an pmerican missionary and spent his early years

in America 80 he was well acquainted with American circumpstances

and American sentiments. In fact, when be returned from his

maropean journey 1n Nay 1941, he sald he would gc to inspite of

the fect that his lungs wer- already in a bad conditlon ana

repeatedly took council with Premier Kcnoye. Premier Konrye wes

opposed tc 1t, and Mr., Matsuoka's trip to America was not

realized. So n, the third Konoye Cabinet commonly saild to be -

reshuffle to eliminate Matsuoka came into exlstence, attitude

of the Japanese Government at the time of the third Konoye

pertite Pact became coal, It was rumoured

Cabhinet towards the Tri

‘that Foreign Vinlster Toyoda saild that Japan did not exist for the

Tripatite Pact, but that the Tripartite Pact existed for Japane.

When Vr. Matsuoka heard ~f this he said that 1t was possible thet

things would go 8% far as the abrogation of the pact.
Further he sald.

"mhere are many 1pstances ~f abrogatiogs of gewly ¢oneluded

= ﬂﬂ"_‘b-‘-‘ » s

- -
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cgations during the effective period of treaties.

treatlies af abre

T should like to know on what grounds 1in international law this

Wwhen I visited Mr, Matuoka, who was eonfined

cen be justified.

soon as I learned of the cutbreak of war between

to bed, as
america and Japan On 8

ngo it finally ended 1n war.”

December 1941, he said:

Then for & short time hi maintained & scrrowful silence, and

eontinued:s

y should have made all efforts t~ avoid

yatsuoka veanlved €O

. war." TIn September 19648 when Mr.

vde the Tripartite pact he sald t~ we:
ro=Anglo=American natr pre-Italo-German.

conel
T

"Y am nelither p

am pro-Japanese, and believe in wcrld peace. The

pact, the policy of Sovie$eJapanese rapprrache-

all these were

Tripartite

ment and the Japanese-American problem,

pecause I wished to bring about world pesee, and because T

thought about Japan. 1€ Japan combines with Germany and

Italy at thils time, the public may say thot 1 am pr&éGerman.

vy may say that Y suppor?t aggression.

™ foreigm eountires the

ve metter what they may 34y, T do not care. Hcowever, T ar

abs~lutely against conquest. Not only am ¥ opposed TO

conquest, but I am 818° cpposed to conguest by cther

Jgapenese

countires. If the Tripartite Pact should be used 28 & tool

of aggression, such 2 pact must not be allowed t0 exist."

-21-
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The Tripartite Pact was entirely scparate from the

11,

ations among the three Powers which took place before Mr,

negoti

Matsuoka's time, and was not o continuaticr of the former

negotiations, which took place from the summer of 1938 to about
-nd Ttaly. As Was informed

August 1939 between Japan, Germany

hrough the Japanose.Ambassador-in

to the American Government ©
1939, the former negotiations

ashington at the end of August
the

were sbsolutely dropped and have noO connections with

was man with considerable

Tripartite Pact of 1940, Mr. Mat suoka

Mr, Matsuoka was & sonior member of the Foreign

self=-confidence,
Foreign Ministers prececding him

Ministry ond the four oOr five

mere his juniors or were absolute amateurs, So Mr, Matsuoka did

not think much of the men Who precccded hime

told me as well as other people, that the Japanesc diplomacy to

atterly incompetent, and that fundamental feforms would

So when he became Forcign Minister, he

have to be carricd out,
£ higher diplomats include

immediately'dismissed a large number O
Although this move W&

ing Ambassadors and Minister,
papers called this mass

eriticized by the public (some foreign

dismissal a clean=out of the provAnglo-Americanschool,

was absolutely not sOs M

aleo dismissed), this kcasurc ¥as taken

since that vas his character,

t concerning important

to reform diplomacye he dlsliked

being bothered Ath cvents in Lhe pas

diplomatic questionse 8o he nescr looked at the Foreign Office
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recoris concerning the former negotiations between the three

A4d he order his subordinates to study them. AL

had ne bearing on his diplomacy.

stahmer arrived 1in Tokyo in the autu™n of 1240, at &

stahmer, ¥r. Ott and Mr. Matsuoka, i'Ts

the three persons Mr.

vatsuoka presentec therm with hls own draft and the pact wa

vatsuoka conducted diplomacy

™ 1240, when Prin

ymmediately preceeding
held for two OT

circumstances?
the formatilion,

the forming of the cabinet,

Feur Conference Wwas

ster Yoshlid= and Yatsuoka

a meeting ¥mown 28 the éig
Tojo, vavy Winil

three days, with Kmnojye,

Konoye's private residence. At this

taking part at Frince

conference ¥r. voatsuoka stressed that $f he were tO bocome

ovld be left to himr.

roreign Minlster all diplomatic questions W

to interfere he would not be able toO

If other Ministers were

The other three leaCers agreed to this. This

accept the post.

fact was teld to me by Mr. Matsuoka, and ever sinoce, diplomacy

was carried en solely by NMre. Matsuoka. These circumstances

about the time of the concluslon of the

continued at least until

day at that time I saw Frince Konoye in the

Tripartite Pect, O(ne€

Premier'!s afficial residemce on officlal

- 23 =
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