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INTORILTIGNAL MILITARY TRIDULL FOR THE FAR ELST

E. THE UNITED ST.TES OF JJTRIC., ot el :
_L ke 3
" iRIKI, Sadeo, ct al
- Sworn Doposition
: Deponent: HKUWAECR.., Yoshiki
{f Having first duly sworn en ocath as on attached shoot and in eccordance
| with :I;he procedure followed in my country I horeby depose es follows.
1. My name is KUw.B.R., Yoshiki. I reside in FWIS. .. city, KANGLUL b
‘ . Prefecture. I cormenced service with the Jepanese Novy in 1921 and ;
‘_;'l continued until tho termination of %he hr; My dutics werc that of a "
’ construction technicien end I wes cngeged in later years in instelling ?:
cquipment in the south See Islends g8 @ rmombor of the YOKOSUK. Navel . ;
-. construction Depertrment. My duties therc detod from Novcmber, 1939. ';’_ 3
| 2. In Novermoer, 1939, 1 't.’cn::t on en investi ation $eur to thc South Sca ‘
) Islends. Prior to 1939 sirdromes for scapleones and landplencs had becn ‘
" built in the South Sese Arece on the islands of Ssipan, Pegan, Palau,
Ponape end Truk. They werc viry small, incomplete, end almost completoly
| lacking in of ficiency when I saw thom. The purpose of my invcstigetion *:' '
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was to report beck as to whaot instellations in the way of eir fields

end harbor ecuipment were needed in the Islands.

3. I went to the Mershall aree &s Chief of Construction in Jenuery, 1940,
and wes engsged in planning the estehlishments there, including e
heavy-0il tan% of 5,000 ton capecity on Toluit; en airdrome for seaplanes,
a redio station, berracks, end warehouses on Imej; &n eirdrome for
aeaplaneg. a radio station. barrecks, and werehouses on Kwejalein; cn
airdrome for londplanes, & redio stetion, berr;‘cka. and warehouses on

Rotto; airdromes for 1lcndplenes and secplanes, & redio station, barrecks,

and warehouses on Wotje. It is true that these airdromes were capable

of being used by eirplenes either of commercial companies or of the
Nevy itself. Actuelly, the use of the airdromes on Imej end Kwa jelein
was commenced by the NIFrON fir Nevigetion Compeny in 1S41.

4. The building of these inetallations wes under the Navy's direction.
Tt wes not st sll positive and could not be considered as preparation

for wer. If it hod been o preperation for a wer, installations for

defence containing firearms, and those for supply of ammunitions and

food would heve Leen necessery. As it was, each island had only very
inferior temporary focilities. In sddition working conditions were very
1poor. and, many Eurkera became 111 due to the shortage of food end
clothing. I epresled to the Nevy Department to send edditional help,

but the department enswered that military supplies could not be sent

beceause the construction work there wes neither a militery underteking

nor war time octivity. Therefore everyone supplied his own needs.
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On the various islends on which I" woried, herbor construction was

pitifully inedequate. LAt the works eround the )arshell Islends, the
distence between the position of enchcrage -nd the londing piers veried
from two to three .-:i les generelly and the transportntion of goods "us
mode by lighter. The work cround the Islends wes further handicenred
by the lack of more thon two or threse lizhters. As the piers were mostly
temporary constructions mode of wood, and the 'mte;r depth wcs only cbout
1.5 meters, the tronsportection -of heavy goods wos impossible.

This was generslly the situction until December of 1941. I went to
Truk around April, 1941 cnd was f:onur:cted with the tronsportatien of

meterials for work in the entire Soulh Sers erec. I often wvent to the

“ershalls by ship or cirplene cnd I heve full ¥nowledze of the situction

there. I wvorked cround Truk until Moy, 1942, . After the
commencement of the war, of course, increcsed efforts vere mode by the
Nevy to instell edditionel focilities or tolimprovo those which vere
glreedy on the islends. Tt wos impossible to land cennons becouse of
fhhe inedequecy of landing equipment.

I have been s:ovn Frosccution Docurent 62 54-C, Court Exhibit 1253-C,
vhich is & blueprint of constructions perteining to Wotje Island made
by e person in charge of plenning in the YOKOUSUKL Nevel Construction
Department. Every yecr, in order to mkc; up 2 navel budget in proper
and logical form, certain plens end preparations were mede on paper.

Tt did not mecn, nnd usuelly wes net the cose, thet these plens were
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ever octuelly used. This mop 28 not en execution-map ----- thot is,
it 15 not the mep from ihich actuzl buildings would be constructed.

Y heave no doubt that this mep woe bdesed on other meps and reports which
I hed sent from the rie}d to thse Construction Depertment. The cctuel
work on this Islrnd wrs constrveected rom an entirely different umep.

I signed it es the chief.

On the moap of Votje vhich was showm to me, there were gun-beatteries,
trenches, blocliihcuses, pillboxes end wire o-n the hesach. Hiowever before
the outbreak of the wer, in December, 1041 nothing wes installed but
anti-gircraft guns of 12.7 em. calibre omplacsd in two spots. These
anti-aircraft guns were only temporerily; emplcced, and, as far as I
‘knew, little eammunition wes prepercd. The radic trensmitter building
was constructed prior to 1939 by the South Seas Buresu and it was

e e

utilized for civilien purposes.

ABIS/, in his Deposition (I.F.5. #6032, Court Exhibit #002), states thet

the Jep:inese cut tr-~s on Imej islend to make » plece for the air field
end instelled guns ia 1935. However this is different from the fect.
It was in 1940 that the construction of the seeplane ramp wes commenced

on the same island.

)
Netives were engoged in the work on the larshall Islands, but they were

never compelled to labour. They were collented to be hired by the

South Seas Bureau. Reascneble wages were paid to them, and the wounded

were treated in the scme way as the Jopanese wounded. They were never
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 trected severcly. LANEN, in his Deposition (I.F.S. #6031, Court Exhibit l(
| #03), stotes that if the native did not work to suit the Japenese, he - 3
; wes beaten, and AJIIRIK, in his Depositioa (I.F8. #6029, Court Exhibit

& '\ v
. #790Lk), states that force was used in s&vu.rina lsbor end that those | |
who did not wish to go were told thet tley would be put in prison or 5
threetened with o weritin;. However, ees far as J observed, there were no

such oceurrenccecs

Cn this 27dey ol lry, 1947.

DEFOIEIT: UR4BAR., Yoshild (thumbprint)
I, ONO, Seiichiro, hereby certify thet the above stetement wes aworn J
by the Deponent, who effixed his signeture and seal theretoc in the presence -.
of this Witness. N : j
On the same date. '
4t Tokyo .

Vitness: (signed) ONO, Seiichiro (seal)

' GITH

In accordance with my conscience I swecr to tell the whole truth

withholding nothing ~nd edding nothing.

(signed) KUWAB.R.., Yoshiki (thumbprint)
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