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IR Deporents Hisashi MITO

Having first duly sworn an oath as shown on attached sheet

and in accordance with the procedure followed in my country I

hereby depose as follows:

iy name is Hisashi MITO. I was formerly a Vice-Admiral in

the Japanesc Navy. On the 20th of March, 1943 I held the rank
of Rear Admirel and was assligned as Commander of the First Sub-
morine Squadron under the Sixth Fleet. I-have been told that
the Prosecution introduced in evidence a submarine order bearing
Ryhibit Number 2105. (In transcript on Page 15,184,)

Farly last year I was interrogated several times by the
Prosccution rclative to this order. We discussed it thoroughly.
I told them thot while 1t appeared to be in the same form as
other ordcrs issued I had no recollecction of this particuler
o one. Abfter the interrogation 1 ealled Commander SHIBUYA who

! was my Staff Officer ot thet time and asked him about 1t.
% ae too had no recqallection whatsbever of such an order

being issued,
Par~groph 4, Scction B on Page 4 of the English copy

containing the words "Do not stop with the sinking of enemy

ships cnd eargoes; -t the same time that you ecarry out the con-

plato dcstrueticn «f Do wi'eys of ¢he eneny's ships, 1f possible,

seize p.v¢ of the crew and endeavor to securc information zcbout
the eneny"' 1s utterly fornign'to me. In the first place, it
wns not the policy of the Japanesc Novy to conduet submarine

wepfare in th»t manper nor to my knowrledge has sueh a procedure

-« 1 e




‘elanse Document 2891

vafw

l‘-:i .'
{v:
%
J."\.IF

ol e _.l_l':t_,.r

LTI

e b o it T T ——
1",'4-1.+‘_ L'"t1+l-'- o ‘1'_.'.1 ‘_“_-'{‘n'_i' : e " -=\ 3 ""_ Tin
ST | L R AL =

Y
i

ever been followed. With the advent of modern means of warfare,
2specially radar and airplanes, it would be sheer folly for a
submarine after attacking an enemy ship to remain above water

to carry out such a purpose. The practice and procedure is to
immediately submerge and to leave the viecinity as quickly as
possible.: Therefore I cean not concede that such an order would
‘even have been issued.

I denied knowledge of the'execution order and also denied
that there was any collaboration to my knowledge with German
submarines or that we employed any tactles based upon German
origin., I was further askéd concerning the source of this
order, that 1s, from where the original basic order would have
been issued. I say now, as I sald then, that the parent order
or basic order would have come from the Commander in Chief of
the Combined Fleet and probably would have been received from
the Chief of Naval General Staff at the highest point.

I have been told that the Prosecution stated it also sub-
mitted that "The Navy Ifinister must be held responsible for
the top secret naval order for submarine operation requiring
e complete destruction of crews of ships sunk by submarines
k % * W Thijg is absolutely contrary to fact. The Navy Ministry
could not issue such an order since it is a matter entirely
within the prerogative of the High Command and I can not con-
ceive by any stretch of the imagination how it can be said that

any such order, if actually issued, came from the Nevy Ministry.
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On this 25th day of November, 1947

& At 661 - 3 Chome Kamitakaido,
' _ Suginami~ku, Tokyo, Japan

DEPONENT: Hisashi MITO

I, Hisashi MiTO, hereby certify that the above'staﬁément
was sworn by the Deponend, th'affixed his signature and

seal thereto in the presence of this witness. 1 i

On the same date

At the same place. g

Witness (signed) Yoshitsugu TAKAHASHI (Seal) v
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,'Fin accordance with my conscience I swear to tell fhe

2o
el

whole truth withholding nothing and adding nothing.
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isashi MITO (Seal)
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