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' AL SO s Y
JOUN LATRENCE JANDS.

——

"X 3335 Capt. Join Lavrence Hands, 2/3 }/G Bn., being duly svorn
gives the following evidence;

My full name is John Lavrence Hunds. MMy home tevn is punbrry, Test
Australia,

I was captured at Java on 9 liarch 1942,

ve then vent to Singapore and then to Thailand.....,I was put in
cormaand of 400 Australians from 2/40 Battalion, and 600 Dutchien. I commanded
o camp called Hintck. ¥e just marched into ths jungle and the Japanesse
Cormander, Lieut. Usuki, said, "This is your canp." "€ had to set to vork
burning the jungle., 'e vere given about six tents for 1,000 men, which were
increased later to 15 small tents capable of holding about 10 or 15 men each,
The remnainder hoed to sleep in the open,

T7e began the surveying for the railveay. “'e vere confined in theat
camp for-about tio monthsl The food wus shcecking; it was almost non-exiatent
Fortunately, ve manuged to get some canteen supplies, such as eggs, but there
wvere not sufficient,

After i'e hod heen there for about a week, the Jutch hed 200 cascs of
dysentery; the only supplies they got for the tvo months we were in the canp
were four 1bs. of mognesium sulphatc. MBuite a few men died, The Australians
did not contract dysenteryi

Mo clothing vas issued at all, .bout 30 per cent of the men vere
bare-footed and developed tropical ulcers. Sick men vere made to work and some
even collansed on the job.

ve then v:ent on 17 larch to Kinsick, with about 250 dustralians.
Altogether, there were about 400 Dutci. and the 250 ;sustralians; later, about
1,00C Rritish joined us. Our Quarters were fair; we were living in huts which
jeaked a fair bit. ™e food was bad and the men suffered from malmaitrition.
we vere able to buy supplies, such as egga, whish saved the situation. 7e
startcd to get sick there but of the 250 men only 12 vere alloswred to be sick,
no motter vhat was wreng vith the others, 1 therefore had to select the vorst
telve to be let off work., 'Those vho iere sick vere sent to work for 64 days
without a rest; thaey used to o -ut just as dan vas brecking, and did not get
back until 10 or 11 o'clock at night. They vere repeatedly beaten by the
Jepanese, The Commander of' the camp was Lieut. Tanaka. I complained to him
and on one nccasion refused to turn out the sick men. The Japenese cene at ne
with a bamboo sticl, but I took it from him and threw It cway and went hack to
the camp. They then came over and turncd out all the sick with the exception of
four men. T said there were over 40 men who could not be sent to work; =ome
of them vere dying. However, all except the four wverc made to go out and two
or three of them died a few days later as a result, The men had to work with
malaria and ‘dysentery. ‘e were supplied vith very few medical supplics and
men suffered from malnutrition, beri beri, pellagra, dysentery and cholera,

Two British soldiers attempted to esccpe. They got away to another
camp about 20 kilometres up the river. They were captured there in a p,0,%.
camp and brou.ht back., They vere beaten up very badly by Taneka, Tekayansa,
Funiyamo and loritama, They were both sick but were beaten unmercifully with
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o John Lavrence Hands (cont,)
John lavrence sancs t

bamboos, rifles, shovels cnd fists, They vere not severely injured but cut
about a good deal, After about a fortnight of thcso repeated beatings, they |
vere in a frightful cocndition; they vere weaten every aoy for the fortnipght. '
sne day the Japunese took them out in a truck with rifles and ricks and
shovels. They vere ava; for about three or four hours, rtut vhen the Japanese
returned the tvo Rritish were not with them, mhe rifles had been fired

| bec.use onc of our men had to cleen thcm. C(ne of the soldiers told me

: that the men hed been made to Gip their ounl groves and then hud been shot.

' manakn told me finally thut they had been shot so they could he struck off

the records.

. . b L] . . .

At ¥Yinsick, we lost about 20 men through malnutrition and their
having to work vhen they :‘ere 3sick. Had we hod cdequate medical supplies or
even proper rest, most of thosc mcn viould hove bcen saved. Then I arrived
there were 4O Pritish and .ustralian scldlers in the cemetery; when I left
t:erc were 300, I arrived thcre on 1T ¥arch and left on 25 July.,

From ¥insiok I went to Klinklian with 125 sustralians. There vere
1200 in the comp all told; I was in comuand. '€ used to vork l2-hour shifts -
|/ 12 on &nd 12 off, making & railwoy cutting. The food vas not goiod, lledical
supplies werc hopelessly inadequute, "€ used to btuy some supplies on the black
market. There was & lot of mularia and tropice. ulcers. About 12 men died
from tropical ulcers. about 70 or A0 men 1ith very tad ulcers vere aent away
to another cemp and severai of them subsequently lost limbs or died.

e ¢id not receive suft'icicnt clothing. BY this time scue 2 the
_ rien had nothing at cll - not cven boots. ~€ would oceasionally get 108 pails
| of Japancse rubber boots, vhich vere quite inadegunte, and Ve suffered badly
especially as it was the wel season. e sleyt out in the r.in for three weoka
writh no shelter vhatever. The clothing wos reduced to practically nething.

‘/ About 200 of the 12C0 ere estircted to be sick although the fond
was not particularly bad. The sick men werc forced t» work. Tanake was
Commander of the camp. DBashings irere freyuent, soie of them belng severe.

f The puards vere thosc I have nentioncd helore, und in addition there was one
| serimoto. ‘e did not receive any Red Cross parcels.

-6 next vent cown to Tonchan, vherg conditions uerc guite
e vere required to do nnly zmintendnce -.ork on the line e&nd

_reasonable.
.bout 900 =-ere in this ecanp, including

% altopether it was not ¢ bad camp.
about 1f5C [ugctralians,

| From Tonchan I went to Tanvan, & camp r;ith about 1.,000 prisoners,
l T .:gs adjutent in thet camp. Conditlons vere quite goud. TFood was much
better though quitc inadequatc. “e hed & hospital vith anout 4000 patients;
the doctors estimated that S0 per cent had dysentery.

roix there I went to Jjapan,




