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HEADQUARTERS
U.S. ST ATEGIC BOMBING SURVEY
(PACIFIC)
APQ 234
C/0 POSTMASTER, SAN FRANCISCO
INTERROGATION NO: 310 PTLACE: TOKYO
(Jep Intell #14) DLTE: 10 Nov 1945

Division or COrigin: G-2, Japenese Intelligence Section.

Subject: Japanese Naval Intelligence, its Organization and Operatien
with Particular Reference to Small or Escort Carriers.

Peraon interrogated and background:

leer Admirel OBAYASHI, Joshio, IJN, is a Naval Officer of 31 years
experience, having zraduated from the neval ccademy in 1914. His
commands of note begen in 1937 when he was eommanding officer of
the TAKO MARU ag & Ceptain. In 1938 he commended the TATEYAMA
Air Group end frem 1939 to 1941 the HAXATA Air Group. In
September 1941 he beceme commanding officer of the 2171HC end
subsequently of the HYUGA for 2 short time in 1943. Then ke
tonk eommoand of the 52nd AIR FLOT at which time he wes opromoted
to Rerr Admiral. Following this he commended the 5lst A1 00,
snd then went to ses as commender of the 3rd CAR DIV. He weg
chief of steff of the lst Mobile Fle-t aboard the ZUIKAKU at the
time of the Second Bettle of the Philippire's Sce. Subsequontly
he was in command of the lst CAR DIV znd then et the end of the
war he hed the First Special Attack Division (suicids boets)
be=ed 2t YOKOSULA,

Fl

“here interviewed: Meiji Building, Room 554

Interrogatory Lt, Comdr. T. M, CT2TIS, USKNR.
Lt. Comdr., WITLIAM ¥, ROTZER, USHR.

Intorpr~ter: Lt. OTIS CaRY, TISWR,
Alli~d Officers present: None,
Summﬁry:

The smell er eacort =irecraft cerriers of the Jepenese Nevy did nat
hove intolligence officers es such assigned to the ship's compl~am nt,
n1tho Flrgs normallv did hev~ intelligence officers.

The majority of commanding officers of cerriecrs were not nviators
dus to the shortage of Capteins with flying eoxperience.

*he duties of Flzg intelligence officers were "narrow", In the
main this efficer (a Comdr, er Lt. Comdr,) wes responsible for com-
minicstions, heving the add~d duty of evalurting informetion coming
in and setting it to the Chief of Staff,

The briefing of pilots (2s much as wes done) was handled by the
air efficasr who himseclf would fly missions upon occasion and by the
Commending Officer of the ship himself. Interrogeting a2lse was done
by the air efficer snd by the Commending Officer of the shio. o
written roports of eny kind were made, evcept the dispetch information
which went from the ship to the Flog or from the Fleg to MOXYQ,

QQLEH_Egsf Thare wes no progrem of recognition treining on cerriecrs undcrway.
T
| A.ﬁ' uettes in she=t form were received from time to time from the

oneral Steff, but these were seid to be ususlly out of date,

aller or escort cecriers were not equipped and crews were nov
. for night opermAtions, |
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Operationel losses were high., Moin cruse, "enzine trouble'.

Pilot ability end treining hed fellen off greetly from liidwey
to the Second Battle of the Philippines See, |

lost of the Jepenese carrier pilots were poetty officers rether
than officers., -

o air-ges rescue provisions were mrde for pilots downed outside
of visuel range df the ship. Cerrier mvplanes, according to admn.
CBaAYARYI, cerried no life rafts or flotetion or survivel geer cf any
kKind. ™“ithin visual range of the ecarrier thev would bs pick=sd up by
escort vesscls, but beyond that "it wrs just too badl.

Photo.revhic eaircresft were not us~d on anv of the c=rrisrs or
essignments within Adm OBAVASHI'g exverience, 2ltho they did heve
cauinment mn boerd for the processing of photogrsphs,

Adm, O-AYASHI denies eny knowlcdge beforehend of plens for the
rttaclk on PEARL HARBOR, He commend~d the ZUIHO gt thet times did not
lerve the Inland See until Merch, when he went out or seversl train-
ing cruiscs as far a2s the BOIYS, FHis first Wer mission wes ~rti-Sub
Petrol 2t the Bettle of Midwey (in the Z'7IV0),

Pilcts hed no specisl treining in anti-sub work., Their ord-rs
on sighting an enemy sub were te "Advise the ship end attack”,
Weroons used were 280kgz. bombs,
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Q.1. In whet Navel esctions and operetions did you perticipate?

A. Midway, Guadalcanal, and 2nd Bsttle of the Philippines Sees, I
wes Ceaptein of the ZUIHO at Midwey and Chief of Staff aboard the
ZUIXAKU in ths 2nd Battle Philippines Sece.

Q.2. Vhat types of aircraft were eboard the ZUIHO 2t the time you ware

Ceptain?
; A. Aboard ZUIHO were 6 or 9 reconncissance and bomber TypeQ?,(KATE),
" and 7 or 8 Tvpe 96 VF, |
; 1.2. What type aircraft did you heve eboard the ZUIKAKU in the
; “nd Battle of the Philivpines Seaf?

A, About 18 VF and 18 Bombers - Tyoe 97 (KATE) bombers and 18 VF.
I am net sure of their Tvpe. Until I beceme a Captain I wes in
gununer;y wark and had hed little connectien with aireraft.

Q.4. Were Commanding Officers of aircraft carriers generelly aviators
tremnselves?

A. 7o, the uajority were not, due to shortege of Cepnteins with flving
eyperiangce,

2.5. Did aircraft eéarriers have an intelli.ence efficer attechad
to the shin?

A, TWo. UNeither the 2ZUIHC nor 2ZUIKATT waid -ap Wdtelliimee Afficer.
he flez Staff included &n intel lizence officer in its complement,
however,

Q.6. "hat were the duties of the Flag intelligence officer?

s, The duties were narrow, He wes meinly resvonsible for
enmmunications., FHe wesg usuallyv a2 Comdr. or Lt. Comdr. EHEHe was not
concernad with protogrephic intelligsnce. The job of Steff Intelligence
Cfficer end dtaff Communicetions Officer were sometimes done by the
szme men. On the ZUIFAKT in the 2nd Battle of the Philipnines there
were both a full time intelligeonce officer and a full time communications
. ofEider, . The communications officer was responsible for treining =nd
- operetion of communicotions personnel #nd eauipment. The intellizence
officer was responsible for receiving and evelusting ell informaticn
coming to the ship. He theoretically submitted his findings to the
#laz Chief of St2ff who mar or mey not trensmit it to the Crotein of
The Ship.

2.7. "ho briefed the pilots prior to an impmortent mission?

A, This was done sometimes bv the Captein, sometimes by the eir

@fficer, The 2ir officer 4id not heve £n mssistent who did this,

The shivs Ceptoin many times briefed the svistors himself. The sir

officer gave them westher #nd navigetion informetion. Communicstions
proceduras were stonderd end no special briefing wes necesssry. Upon
occesion simple communicrtion devices were used, mede up by the eir

J group ltself. gt T IR

& : o 2
'l

|

S—

Q.8. Did the pilots heve onemy shivo end =sircr=ft recognition
treining? Who did this?

A. The air officer did this., The informetion wes sent from the Wevy
rener:l Stoff in the form of silhouettes end vperformance date ond the
air nff*cer vessed this #2lorng to the pilots. I never hesrd of motion
pictur~s being shown. The recognition silhouettes (ns pictures) were
usurllv out of derte, We could not keen up with sL1 develooments., Wo
roguler recognition clersses were held. Informetien wes distributed
in sheet forn,
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2.9. VYhet were the other duties of the air officer?

A. The =ir officer hed z-nerel educetion duties of ell flight
versonnel sboerd. Fe weg usmally 2 flver =nd flew on missions
also. In combined cerrier oper-ticns on~ of the air officers will
lead the flizht or at leest go elong. The staff designertes the
mission 2nd number of sircraft in combined overstions. Tn to »
veer end & half ago the air officer wes part of the ship's commeny,
then w8 mede & member of the 2ir grour e#hofrd. Thisg wseg 2 little
before the MARIANNAS fell. The duties of the 2ir groun commsnder
prior to this chrnge were =8 follows: The s~ urdron commenders end
“ir group commenders were resporsible to the air officer, Ther

}+ acviscd on employment of the aircreft =nd ~ided the eir officer inr
his work,

2.10. Who interrogrted »ilots on return from #n importent mission?

A, OSometimes the Captain of the ship did this, sometimes the ~ir
officer, No written revorts were mede to the Cept=zin evcevt black-
borrd diegrems. The significant infrrm=tion wes sent to the Fleg Strtf.
Informetion of extrrordinary interest wes forwerded to the Nevel
senersl Steff, Redio silence wes often in effect which nrohibited

this trrnsmission until lrter. '

.11, Yhet were vour methods of comminicetion between shivs?

A, Communicetions between shipsg wns by ultre-violet lizht st night,
by fleg roist end by r=dio telephone.

2.12. "hat informetion wes Siven to the vilots relsting to Allied
Anti-eircrsft and its cepabilities?

: A. None (-t Yidwey the assignmont of Adm OBAYASHI!S group wrs Anti-
subm=rine petrol). The Weval Genersl Steff geve genare)l informetion
about the nmber of gns on verious Alliead ships but no evesion
trctics were ever doveoloped.

7. 13. Did any of vour vpilots ever rtteck lend tergets?
&y Vg,

.14. In operating ASP did you heve dofinite sectors? Whet wesg the
nethod of oper=tion?

A. It depended on ciercumstences. We do heve » book conteining
AST doctrine.

R.18. VWhet wes the outer 1linit of vour pertrols?

A, 60 to 70 miles. (In his exparience)

o

.16, Wes wour ecsrrier eruivped to ~nd did it operate £t night?

: K e
Pegoly e 1" T
’ A. lUo, we were not so equipped esnd our crews were not tr-ined for i1,
4 0.17. Vhat rbout rour overrtiorel losses? Tvpe? Fremuemey? Iein
: cruses’?

A, There were nmony.
1.18. "het w2s the nne vrincry ceusge?

~.  Bnzine trouble, Also nevigetion trouble in finding the cearrier
brse,
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2.19. 7"ho figured out necessary n?vig?tion for ASP sectors?

A, Air officer.

2.20, Whet ebout pilot training - in varticuler on Z'IHO at Midway
as contrested with ZUIKAXU ot 2nd Eattle of the Philippines Ser in
Cctober 19447

£, There was & grest deal of difference between our flvers on those
two ocecesions,

.21, Do rou know the number of flyin~ hnurs your pilats hed st Midwey
and &t the 2nd Battle of the Philippines Ses?

A, Yo,

.22, hspproximetely how old were vour pilota?

A, Definitely vounzer =t the end Battle of the Philivpines See.

Q.23. Vhat was espproximate sge - 167, 257,etc.

A, Jowerd the end it was less than 20.

V.24, VWere most of the pilots officers?

A, DNo - nost were.vmetty officers.

0.25. VYhat meesures were vrovided for rescue of pilots downed:
(1) Close to ship?

(2)-.At-extppme renge ?

A, Anvone down- wi%hln viguel distence wsg picked up by escort vessels,
Yo provision wes made for those beyond this distance.

N.26. Whot gurvivel geer did the plenes carry, e.g. life rafts?
A, They hed nothing.
2.27. Did they cerry perachutes?

A, Dlpst of the time theyv dtd-not.
g | 1
R.28, id you have any photosraphic aircraft on board at Midwey?

A, I do not recell. In any event we Aid nnt use then, even if we hed
then.

2.29. anv photo plsnes et the 2nd Battle of the Philippines Sean?
a, =g2in I do not rocsl) but they were not used,
1.30., Did eny neval units regularly eorry photo aircreft?

a. e brd no 8€2 besed photo reconnrissance, to the best of ry
knowladze,

Q.31. Did any of the Javrnese cerriers hrve equivment to process
pnotogrephs?

F . YE?.S.

.32, "rs en officer assigned full time to supervise teking end
processing of photogrevhs?

RESTRICTED 310--5




Ay _._-*‘_
Hﬁ;*m_—'".‘ ¥

A, There were none with thet specific duty.

2.33. "hat pilcturcs did they take? Yhot w-s the purposef?
A, I'm efraid we didn't use them for much of snvthing,

N.34. Did you heve cenerss on borrd thet could be carried in any
eircraft, not necesserily vhoto ~ircrafi?

Le 288,

N.35. "era they cerried 28 o natter of volicy?

a, They wara t<ken only en vhoto missions, #rd those were fow
.38, Did =ny nisesions undor vour dircction take nhotorsrovhst
a, ot to ny knowled:se.

2.37. Did vou know before h-nd of plens to attrck Pesrl Herbor?

a, o, I knew nothir~s., I wes then Coptain of the ZUIHO in the Irl-nd
Se=,

Q;-Sa. “Yhot did the Z2TTI5FC Ao irmadistely ofter the sttt on Pecerl
Harbor?

A, "e Adidn't lesve until Mereh,
2.32. “hat wes your first wor risaion?

A, 7Ye first took out troinir:> eraws, down =s f=r =s the BONIYS then
ny first wer nmission wes ASP =t Midway,

0,40, ~1d you ever heve 2 position =s rttrcha?

T.41l., “rvo wvou ovor been in the 1.S. 17

A, Only on our ced=t trin to the .S, o1 the YaGUii0 (014 Ca) in 1938
oY l1989.

.42, adnirel, whrt is "TCEUMU KIKAW"?:

A. I don't know snythinz -bout it, It hrs sonething to do with the
Usvy, but is prirerily sn zrrv or-enizstion.

V.43, '™o wes the Favwy officer most concerned?
A, I Con't know, tha Fawy Gonersl St-ff would know,

".44, adriral, pleese draw us a Aiszran ghoewint the cheoin Of connend
on & sinsle corrier, and within a cerrier fornation,

4, (¥ote) Dissrem on following pee,
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Approkimate T.0. of Distribution of Alir Strength over Single Carrier
and Three Carrier Division:

EXAMPLE 1
SIVGLE CARRIER
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NOTE: In the formbr (EXAMPLE 1) the Air Officer is roqb0ﬁ51ble fer the
flight deck snd duties of Briefing vilots. In the latter (EXAMPLE 2)
the Commanding Officer of the Air Unit, Executive Officer of the Air
Unit, and Air Officer of the Air Unit are resovonsible for the flight
deck and duties of briefing pilots in turn. All Air Unit personnel

are under the command of the Commending Officer of the ship. In the
middle of 1943, eporoximately, the Air Officer wes droovoed from the
Ship's complement and beceme sttached directly to the Air Unit,
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N.45. Did eny of rour pl-ones ever locste end subsenuently meke An
sttercz on subnerinest

A, Llio — exceont frlse contects,
)\

46, “‘ere anv of your ships ever attsckad b our submarines?

1.

A, In Philionines we once evoided whet mey heave been fn alliecd
torvaco,

0.47. “ore pilots specislly traired for ASPY

1.48. “hat ere the instructions in the event they si hted 2 sub?
A, Advise shio and attack,

.49, What wespons were used to attack?

A, ZSOk:. Bonbs,

R.50., “hat eot the ZUIZaKU?

A, 2 tornedoes - from aircraft.

2.51. Dicd she cavsize?

A. She tonk 2 hits,sre went over on her side, conmunications went
out, after = hours she senk,

2.52. Were the plancs aboserd the ZUIKAXU whan she senk?

A, Zo, "o had lepunchs? thom »nrisr to the atteck,

.83, What wes the 2vera-e tour of duty »f ships personrncl (officers)
on a cerriert

A, Usuelly 2 yeer at least,
2.54, How sbout pilets?
a, I'm not sure. I don't think there wasg sny definite lensth of tour,

Q.55, Were squadrorns ever trained 2e 2 unit end pleced eboerd 2 shiv
intect?

A, Nn,.

W

.58, Fow many cerriers (cenahle Af anerstisng) 417 the Yevy have ot
the end. »f the wer?

A, I'm not sure. I think there nay have been 1 or 2 at KUZRS,

3.97. Do you krnow why thew vare immobilized?

A, Yn vlenes,

Q.58. “asg wvour comnend of sneciel attock brets the overall conmmend?
A, Tn, this wag oanly the XaT0 Aree bort zroun (=t YOKOSTHA) .

0,59, How manv boets did vou heve?

A, 300 or 400,

.60, What wes the tnt2l number nlenned t» be ovailsble frr tha
invesion 2f the horme isl~ nds?

A, I am not sure, I dnn't know,
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